NYPL  RESEARCH  LIBRARIES 


3  3433  08192256  3 


V    \ 


\ 


X~" 


•V- 


j  I  i  i  a  i)\       ll-jlJ     oJri d [ 


■6-MJ  cL 


J<  J/  £  riL 


m 


Olv  c,-ULa      c<_uqI     <l 


U-.H      fe&>i-M£  ■  .JiAynxjWW  J-n  dull  (u.     c/ 
,4.4UL     oil  cut      'y'al/UA.  a?  id     QU0oltt±)y   , 


\\f 


EM      - 


1     v'- 


vCl 


z_ 


-N^- 


-^»--®- 


w 


mvO  r\Tr 


p  WM( Wi  ^ 


4 


-«1«^=^ 


^^50- 


AlA 


<d3 


i5  m'f !  ^ 


'  LfiiCi4iriQ)l4i^  J^tA^ 


■4^ 


nw  .--^ 


.».    ©•..<"  v^  --"- 


ALBUM 


.-'■'"■  iC1-'" 


j^i^ijiiiimTiiiifoi^imSBSmiimi^^iffl^iiim 


^ -vtiiuir©^®^ 


StJ-^»— l3=-^»-@#^>  J  ffs»^  v£ 


^T 


-OF- 


WASIfTENAW  COUNTY, 


MIOHIGAW 


CONTAINING 


Biographical  Sketches  of  Prominent  and  Representative  Citizens, 

Together  with  Biographies  of  a  I  the 

Sovernors  of  the  State,  and  of  the  f  residents 

OF    THE     UNITED     STHTES. 


> 


V\ 


IT 


CHICAGO^ 

BIOGRAPHICAL  PUBLISHING  CO, 


1891, 


\\^ 


/ 


TH  5  ™ 

public  r. 
386458 * 

|  TU-DEM  FOUNDATIONS 


pi^Ep/l<?E. 


-Jt^«  -+-C-+-  <tf5«e-» 

UK  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulay,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  of 
the  present  century,  has  said:  '-The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people."    In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Portrait  and  Biographk  u. 
Axbi  m    0f  tliis  county  has  been  prepared.     Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  ami 
taking   therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the   people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  then 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising   this  great  and  noble  Stale,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
struggles.     No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented   to  an   intelli- 
gent public.     In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of   coming  generations.     It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life   in  poverty,  by 
industry    and    economy    have    accumulated    wealth.      It  tells  how  others,  with    limited 
advantages  I  >r  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned   men  and   women,  with  an 
influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.     It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.     It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed. and 
&  records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.     It  tells  also  of  many,  very 

.  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way."  content 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — -they  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyi  r's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  ami  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
In-  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  he 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  ami  the  publishers  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readersa  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph- 
ical sketches,  portraits  of  a  rfumber  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  thisvolume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
'in    inn;!',  iid  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support   of  the  interested 

•  mi    would  he  withli    Id.      In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  he  found,  though    repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  i  r  place  of  business. 
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HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
Feb.  22,  1732.  His  parents 
were  Augustine  and  Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  traced  in 
England.  His  great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and  became  a  prosperous 
planter.  He  had  two  sons, 
Lawrence  and  John.  The 
former  married  Mildred  Warner 
and  had  three  children,  John. 
Augustine  and  Mildred.  Augus- 
tine, the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,  the  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
i-i  174^,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  1'atomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  afler  he  lefl 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
mathematics.       lli=    spelling   was    rather    defective 
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Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physica* 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  verai  i'.y  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  14  years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him. 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  \  -i\ 
essential  to  him.  In  175  r,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
1  epted,  whii  li  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  travel 
u.i  5  between  500  and  600  miles.  \\  inter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  militarv 
1  ;co    .  through  a  territory  occupied 
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trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  umcs  he  came  neai 
losing  his  life,  )  et  he  returned  ill  safety  and  hum  ihei  I 
a  full  and  useful  report  ol  lus  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joslma  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  wai  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  wlm  h 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,   1755,  known   .is    Brad 

dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  onl\  otlirei 

of  distinction  who  esi  aped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  ol  Braddock 
were  disabled  earl)  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  "I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  levelin  ■  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  servn  e, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
look  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
to  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  look  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  c  losed  the  port 
if  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
'hat  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  thai  .1  <  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia, Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash 
ington  was  senl  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexin  ton  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washingl  m, 
who  was  still  a  member  of  the'  He  accepted 

iron  June  19,  hut  upon  the  express  condition  thai  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  to  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  ol  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  ever)  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  ■  inn  even 

obst.ic  le,   and    iftet    >e\  en  j  ears  1  if  hen  >ii    devi  irion 
and  matchless  skill  he  -lined  liberty  for  the   gri 
nation  of  earth.     On  Dec.  23,    1783,   Washington,  in 
a  parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  re  igned  his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  10 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
reined  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  tanner  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

In  February,  1 7.S9,  Washington  was  unanimously 
ele<  ted  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  i.e\v 
government;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  ol  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owing  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  part)-  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  al  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  .which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  lie  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  yeais  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  ami  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  i  2,  he  took 
a  seveie  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  with  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  ch. ii.n  ter.  which  have  be^n  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  .1  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
:  e  .1  -  la  irin      is  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  ol  W  ashington  was  unusally  tan,  ere<  1 
indwell    proportioned.      His  muscular    strength  w. is 
His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  ot 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  K'inti  dull. 
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OHM  ADAMS,  the  second 
President  and  the  first  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Braintree  ( now 
Quincy  ),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
miles  from  Boston,  Oct.  19, 
1735.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
Adams,  emigrated  from  England 
about  ;  640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents  of  John  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
tion at  Harvard  College.  John 
graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
'school  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  .elief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
jils,  cf  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature,'' 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluenc  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  ( 17^*5),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
tion turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
steps  toward  holdir.0  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  populai 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos 
ton  in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocatesof  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegate? 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congre:  s. 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himseli 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  u- - 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  mcved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  -ive 
appointed  June  11,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  th3 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife 
which,  as  we  read  it  now.seems  to  have  been  dictate  d 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says, "the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  wil 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  Unite.' 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  o! 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  historj 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized   with   pomp,   shows 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  oi  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  Yon  will  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  1  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rae,  which  1 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  ptoposels.  He- 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  go  to  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
B.ith.  While  in  England,  still  drooping  anddespond- 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot, he  made  the  trip. 

February  2.\,  r.785  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  me!  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re 
garded  him  as  .1  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr  Adams  fell  that  lie  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
lis  own  0  puntry,  where  he  arrived  in  June.  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  bj  his  signal  servio 
home  and  abroad,  was  1  hosen  Vii  e  President  Again 
at  the  second  eli  tio  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mi.  Adams  was 
elected  President,though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years, he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  ii 

While   Mr.   Adams  was  Vice   President  the   great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mi.  Vdams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people- 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
1  lassof  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  peopled  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ic cd,  Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  Frame. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  jti>t 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respe<  t.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supporting.  In  1S24,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  halt 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  1  >e<  laration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  On  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
1  ustomary  celebration  of  the  day.  he  ex<  1  aimed  "  In- 
m  pi  vi>i  \i  1  FOR]  VER."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons. 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  ;  ttendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  if  was?  He  replied.  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — Cod  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "  It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were. 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  Hisface 
as  his  portrait  manifests,was  intellectual  ard  expres 
sive,  but  his  figure  was  low  and   ungraceful,  and   h 

were   frequently   abrupt    and   uncourte 
IK-  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  not 
the  engaging  ele  nd  gracefulness  which  marked 

the  manners  and  address  of  Tefferson. 
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^   HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 
jorn  April  2,   1743,   at  Shad- 
pvvell,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 
His  parents  were    Peter   and 
Jane  (  Randolph)    Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter   born    in    Lon- 
don.    To  them  were  born  six 
daughters    and    two    sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When    14   years    of   age     his 
lather   died.     He  received   a 
most  liberal  education,    hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  live  years  of 
age.     In  1760  he  entered  William 
end  Mary  College.     Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obodeof  fashion 
a. id   splendor.      Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then    17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  line 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by   gay  society,    yet    he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.     It    is    strange,   however,    under 
such  influences, that  he  was  not  ruined.      In  the    sec- 
ond year  of   his  college  course,   moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded    his    horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.     He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard    study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.     He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in   philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Creek  authors  he  read  with  facility.     A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls ;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in   all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately    upon   leaving  college   he   began   the 
study  of  law.     For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his   energy  and  accuteness   as  a 
lawyer.       But  the    times    called    for   greater    action. 
I  lie  policy  of  England   had   awakened   the    spirit   of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon   led 
him  into  active  political  life.     In  1769  he  was  chosei 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses       In 
[772he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and   highly  accomplished  young   widow 
Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  there 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Montieello,  whicl 
commanded    a    prospect    of   wonderful    extent     and 
beauty.     This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  lor  his  new 
home;   and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  ye* 
elegant  architecture,  which,   next   to   Mount   Vernon 
became  the  nmst  distinguished  resort  in  o,ur  land. 

In    1775    he  was    sent    to   the   O  Ionia!    Congress 
where,   though   a    silent    member,    his    abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a   reasoner  soon   become  known,  and   h 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  committee! 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.     This  <  1  m- 
mittee  consisted  cl  Thomas  Jefferson,    John   Adams. 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and    Roberl    R. 
Livingston.     Jefferson,  as   chairman,  was   appointed 
i"  draw  up  the  paper.   Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  ii  was  submitted  to  <  lo 
mess.     On  June  28,  ,1  few  slight  1  hanges  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed    i   I) 
4,  177"      What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  thai 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  ol  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wronj  oi 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  fn 
soverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  mosl  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
of  the  mind  oi  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Monticello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  alter  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  17S2  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  [783. 
Two  ye  us  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  r,  1794.  In  1797,11c  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
•ion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
i  >  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
unbition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  oi  a 
military  expedition  intc  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
OUthwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
'.  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from    political   life.      For  a    period  of    nearly 
irty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
ic ,  and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in    oft 

the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
dei  lining  years  required,  and  upon  tin- organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  tSoo,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Mouth  1  Ho 

Mr.  [efferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
tethers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  foi  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-pla<  e. 

The  fourth  of  July,   1826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary of  the   Declaration  of  American    Independence 
great  preparations  were    made    in    every  part    ol   th 
Union  loi  its  celebration,  a    the   nation's  jubilee 
the  citizens  ol  Washington,  to  add  to  tire   solemnity 
ol  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as   the  fraraer 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers    ol  the    Dec  lata 
lion,  to   participate   in  their  festivities.       But  an   ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been   continually   in<  leasing,   compelled    him    tc 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  whicli 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  red 
stale  that  his  medif  al  attendants,  entertained  nc 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly- 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  tha 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  tie  airof  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life!  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,- - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  tiie  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  com-'enam  e  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind 
well  as  personal  courage;  and  :.:s  command  of  tem- 
pi -i  was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
lievei  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
.ill  (blind  al  his  house  a  read)  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  Ik- 
was  a  finished  classic  al  si  holar,  ind  in  his  writii 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  ant.iquitj 
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-   AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
H)  of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  16,  1757,  and 
died  at  his   home  in   Virginia, 
June  28,   1836.     The  name  of 
fames  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great    republic   were 
laid.  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution   of  the    United 
States   to    he    called    to    his    eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
lanter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "  Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with   the  most  im- 


prudent zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours' sleep  out  of  the  24.  Hk  health  thus  becameso 
seriously  impaired  that  lie  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  177  1.  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsf 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  o! 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  hading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  dnected  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mind 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with. 
almost  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-lovir.g  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  lie  was  appointed  to  the    Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  ol  the  Council;    and  their  appreciation  of  bin 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  nut 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the 
[780,  he  was  elected  a  member  ol  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  ot 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.   Mad      n    continued   in    Con- 
gress, one  ot  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  ye. u'  1 784,  his    term   having  expired,    hi 
elected  a  member  ol  the  Virginia    Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  thai  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
earned  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assemblj  ol 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners t<>  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.     Five  States  only  weri  represented.  The 

convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  Stales  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  Si  ttes,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
.-.is  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  wa  ,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  training  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  ot  James  Madison. 
The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81   to  70,  was 

to  be  presented  to  the  several  States    lor   acceptance. 

But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  bin  ao  inglomeration  of  independent 
Mates,  with  bat  little  power  at  home  and  little  vespect 
abroad.  Mi.  Madison  «  1  elected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw    tpan  add  res,  to  the  people  of  the  I 

~,  expounding  the  prim  ipli  s  ot  the  Ci  nstitulion, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  fust,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all.  ami 
went  into  effect  in   1  789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
ed  leader  of  the   Republican   party.      While  in 

New  Yoik  atte '  ongress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd, 

■  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  lie  m  trried.     She  was  in  person  and  character 

md  probably  no  ladj  has  thus  far  oc< 
-o   prominent  a  position  in   the    very  peculiar    society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican   court     1      Mrs. 

M  nil    ■ 

Mr  Madisoi      ei  tary  1  >l    State   under 

Jefferson,  and  at    the  cl  his    administi 

I '                       V  this  time    the    em  n 

meni  lof  1  ;  to  the  verge  of  war. 


British  ordeis  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce, 
oat  flag  wa  ed  to  constant  insult.    Mi.  Madison 

man  of  peace.     Scholarl)  in  his  taste,  retiring 
inhisd  mi, war  had  no  charms  for  him.    But  the 

meekest  spun  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  bloi  d 
boil,  evi  11  now.  to  think  ol  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  01  can,  by  the  guns  ot  an  English  1  1 
\  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat  ;  and  plai  es  them  on  the  gun- 
dec  k  ol  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
uient,  no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  [812,  President  Madison  _ 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  41I1 
of  March,  is  13,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infan 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
1813,  in  Chesapeake  bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
< lit . it.  .1 .  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  live  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  I'atuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 

into  consternation.     The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 

at    Bladensburg  echoed  through  the    streets   of  the 

metropolis.     The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 

The  President,  leaving   Mrs.    Madison   in    the    White 

.with  her  carriage  drawn    up  at    the    doer   tc 

await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to    meet  the  officers 

il  ot  war.    lie  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 

and  he  could  not  go   back  without  danger   of   being 

red.      Bui  lew   hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 

Mansion,  tin-  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 

Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  c  leased  alter  two  years  of  lighting,   and   or. 
Feb.  13,  1815, the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Client. 
Ill     pi'  ot    March,    1817.    his    second    term    of 
ired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend.  James  Monroe.      lie  retired  to 
tiful  home  at  Montpelier.  and    there    passed    the   re- 
On  June  28,  [836,  then  at   the 
1  .  he  fell  asleep  in  death.     Mrs.  Madi- 
lied  July  1 2,  1849. 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
.Presidentof  The  United  States, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early- 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  ot 
/  '  nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
9  many  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.  \\  hen, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  deliberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  then- 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  flee 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shotilder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  pro- 
moted a  captain  of  infantry;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1  7 7 S,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  avolun 
teer,  during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  count',, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  .it  23  years  of  age;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  abiiitj 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good, 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen    a    membei   ol 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

I  )eeplyas  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfe<  t ions  of  t lie  old 
Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
thinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  parly, 
'.hat  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Semite;  which  office  he  held  for 
fouryears.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
(  entral  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  power,as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
<  'entral  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  1  reate  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
i  ito  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  Frame  had  helped 
>s  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  Freni  h 
from  escaping  from  a.  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  « 
than  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
d  iveloped  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  thai  very  fames  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing 1  hi  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  ('invention 
France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
offii  e  for  three  yeais.  He  wa  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate   with    Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 

the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Their  united  efforts  were  sue 
cessful.  For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  out- 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  but  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
dec  hired,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  limes,  the  duties  of  the  War  Departmen 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  UJpon  the  return  ol 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec 
lion  held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  1817,  was  inaugurated.  Four  year.- 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidenc- 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the    "Monroe  doctrine.' 

'Phis  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  tire  "  Monroe 
doc  trine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  United  Slates  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub 
due  portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety."  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
State-.."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  Stat' 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr  Monroe  retired 
10  his  home  in  Virginia,   where  he  lived  until    1830, 

when  he  went  to   New  York   to   live  with    his  son-in- 
law.      In  that  city  he  died,on  the    11I1  of  July,  1831 
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OHN  QU1NCY  ADAMS,  the 
sixth  President  of  the   United 
i|*States,  was   bom  in   the   rural 
home   of  his    honored    father, 
John  Adams,  in  Quincy,  Mass., 
on  the  i  ith  cf  July,  1767.  His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted 
worth,  watched  over  his  childhood 
during    the   almost    constant    ab- 
sence of   his   father.      When    but 
eight  years  of  age,  he  stood  with 
'    his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing up  from    the    conflagration    of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  fatner  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  ot  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paris,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
cou.try,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  againsent abroad.  Again 
fohn  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  .study;  then  accompanied  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  1781,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
yea- ;  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

Tn  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
ms  studies,  under  a  pri"a.te  tutor,  at  Hague.    Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintance 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent 
examining  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  agaii. 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  ol 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  Afta: 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  v.  ho  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  bf 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reachea 
London  in  October,  where  lie  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Great  Britian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  i. 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Benin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  a:" 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughte\ 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  London' 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom- 
plishment which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  t'.e 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  w*s  t'xs'ined 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  rem. lined  uiuil  July,  1799,  when,  havingful- 
lilled  all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  lie  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  w.is  chosen  to 
Ike  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  lor  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  memi  ers 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  110  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

[n  1S09,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations  ;  while  he 
Kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important 
part  ot  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  live 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1 S 1 7 ,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  Mr. 
\  lams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  [819,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
1  St h  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  yearsof  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr  Adams  continued  Secret  n 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  die  1  lose  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
foi  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams broughl 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  camp 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine ;  John  QuinC)  Vdams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one ;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
even.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adam  . 

lie  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 

unbilled  in  a  venomous  and  pet  I 

Mr.  Adams.     There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 

-hi  0  1st  litstov\   of  out   CpUntn   than  tlie   alm^c    which 


was  poared  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  neverwas 
an  administration  more  pine  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  per 
liaps,  was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mi  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  hi-,  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  lie  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast. 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

(  in  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle' for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  'I  he 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly, against 
the  proslaver)  part)  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  its  moral  dating  and  heroism.  For  persisting  iir 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination; 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  c  omplete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
foursi  ue  ycais,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  a<  1  us  torn  ed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  prayer  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  j    ti 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
1      Suddenlj  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  parnly- 
1  mght  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
I         1  lime  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was   convex  ed    to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.     With    reviving   conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around    and 
said  "  This  is  the  endof  earth  .-"then  after  a  moment's 
;  be  tdded,  "Jam  content."      These  were   the 
last    words  ol    the    grand    "old    Mm    Eloquent." 
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NDREW     JACKSON,     the 
seventh    President    of     the 

'  United    States,  was  horn    in 
VVaxhaw  settlement,   N.    (    , 
March  15,  1767,  a  lew  days 
after  his  father's  death.     His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from    Ireland,   and   took    up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty, 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent   boy.       His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly;   and   there   was   but  very 
little  in  his  character,    made   visible,  which   was    at- 
i.a.  live. 

When  only  thirteenyears  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
nlow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  much  other  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  >.r>    retaining    their   exchange, 


and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illniss. 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  s  1r.i1  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  17S8,  he  was  appointed 
solicitcr  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
witn  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  yea:s  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditionsof  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur, 
rence  was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard   at   his    prof's 
sion,  and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on   hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he    killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  deiega'es. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  memlxr  in 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jack- 
son was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress   then    held  its 
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ions, — .1  distaw     ol    •  out  eight    hundred    miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic p  uty.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  ad 
i !  parte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mi 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gjn.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  ol  offi  e  was  then  expi  ing,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jai  kson 
did  not  approve  ol  the  address,  and  was  one  ol  the 
twelve  who  vo'cil  against  it.  lie  was  not  willing  to 
i\  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
"  wise,  linn  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  ch  isen  Judge  of  theS  ipreine  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  lie  held  for  si\  years. 

When  the  war  of  [812  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  fackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  fackson 
offered  his  services  ami  those  of  twenty-live  hurdred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at   Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  wis  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  after  a  delay  ol  sev 
era!  weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their'homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  fackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  th  il  In, 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  "( >ld  I1m  Icory.  ' 

So  m  after  this,  while  attempting  lo  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  11.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  upon  a  bed  ol  suffering  news  came  that  the 
I  idians,  who  li.nl  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
lers,  were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  IV- 
c  isive  action  be-  .11110  ne<  essary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  b  .aiming  lo  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
ve  his  amazing  energies  to  the  rai  >ing  ol  in 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama 

The  Creek  Indians  hid  established  a  strong  ton  on 

oneol  thi  I Isol  the  1'allanoosa  River,  near  the  cen 

ter  of 'Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men,  Gen     fackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  ele\  en 
days.       He     reached    their   foil,   called    Tohopck 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  Man  h.  1  S 1 4 .      The   1 


ot   the  river  enclosed    nearly  one    hundred    acres    o.' 
tangled  forest    tnd  wild  ravine.     Across  the    nsrron 
nei  k  the  Indians  hi',     m    1    cted  a  formidable  bt   a  1 
work  ot  iogs  and  brush.    Here  nine  hundred  warriors. 
with  an  ample  suplj  ol  arms  were  assembled. 

Tlte  fort  was  stormed.      The  fight  was  utterlj  1 
perate.  Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  V 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fighl    tho  e  who    en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.     From  ten  in  the  mi 
ing   until   dark,   the   battle   raged.       The    1  .image  was 
awful  a  id  r<  /olting    Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet   strut  k   their  heads    as 
the)  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed       A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.       This  ended   the    war.       The 
power  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.      This    I  old 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  wall)  itsteinttic   slaughter. 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that    the   haggard    remnants 
of  the  bands  can.e  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  1  losing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate  all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jai  kson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to    0  successful  an  issue      Immediately  he 

was  appointed  major-general. 

I. ate  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march,  Cen.  fackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola, landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  toil, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furii 
assault  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans. 
And  the  battle    ol    New  <  Means  u  h  11  h        '  -m  d. 

was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  nl  the  British  was  two  thousand  six   hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  PresideiK  5  .  1  ut,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
5  11  •  essfu!  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  i.Xsq.  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  uf  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 

perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  i  I 
Ilea'  death  he  never   recovered. 

His  aibiniusii.il  inn  w  is  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  A!  the-  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  ol  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  fune  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's   life    were    thai    of    a    devoted   Christian    man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
eighth      President     of     the 
United  States,  was  born   at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.    5, 
1782.     He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July    24,    1862.      His 
body  rests  in   the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite    shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  halt  way  up   on    one    face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
dF  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
i.i  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  lo  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicater,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

Te  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  him 
before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
d  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  years  in  an  office  in   his    native  village, 


he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  hi:, 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  yeats  ol 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  th, 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  tin- 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  ovei 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  181  2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  lo 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstracion.  In  1S15,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
p. ominent  leaders  of  the   Democratic   party,   he   had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  universal  suffrage"  which  admits 
! he  vilf,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  i"  tin-  right  of 
the  St. iir.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
:  .r,h  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  ever)  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  lie  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
md  some  propertj  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

[n  [821  he  was  elected  .1  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  -.eat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
die  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  ol  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
onspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Qui ncy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
•'residential  chair.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
.ne  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
.ermined  opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  ia  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  fohn  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Vndrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
g  trded  throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians, 
t  u,h  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
0  touch  the  secret  springs  of  action;  how  to  pull  ad 
,r.e  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  wine  h  would,  secretly  and 
te:'Uhily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outwitted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.   >  cured    results    which 

few  thought  then  co  mplished. 

When  Andrew   Jackson  was  elected   President    he 

appointed  Mr.  Van   Buren  Secretary  of  Stale.     This 

position  he  resigned  in    1831,   and  was    immediatelj 

inted    Minister  to  Eng'and,  where    he  went  the 

same  autumn.       The    Senate,    however,  when    it     met, 
refused    to    ratify    the    nomination,    and    he   returned    . 


home,  apparently  untroubled;  was    nominated 

President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the   1 

ol  Presidenl    [aikson;  and   with  smiles   for  all    and 

liowns  for  none,  he  took  his  plai  e  at  the  head  of  that 

Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his    nomii 

as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor  - 
1  nil  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Lxecu 
tive.  (in  the  20th  of  May,  [836,  Mr.  Van  liuren  re- 
ceived  the  Democratic  nomination    to  succeed  Gen. 

Jackson  as  President  .,1  the  I  nitcd  States  lie  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
<  anvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exi  iting  events 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in 
volve  tins  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
tailed  of  re  election. 

Willi  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "  free  Soil'*  Democrats,  in  [848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  h  image  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  wlmle  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald, 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  from  this  time  until  his  death  on 
14th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  ;  eais  he 
n  idedat  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisutc  1 
culture  and  of  wealth:  enjoying  in  .1  healthy  o'd 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  lie  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  ot  his  active  life 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 

L  SON,  the  ninth    President  of 
the    United   States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
His  father,    Benjamin    Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  w  as  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and   was     conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and    John    Hancock    were 
both  candidates  for  the  office   of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice  re-elected.  His  son, 
William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 
in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
cir.cred  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
-hen  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
iobert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
iigners  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Jpon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  'emons'.rances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
. i.iving  obtained  1  commission  of  Ensign   from   Presi- 


dent Washington.  He  was  then  but  19  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  alter  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  >vas  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spri  ig  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  ( )hio,  was  called  "  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil 
Ham  Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap 
pointed  by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  whii  h  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  setllementsin  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  lesonnding  with  nil  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrison 
reigned  was  filled  with  manytribesof  Indians    Abo"1 
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the  year  1806,  two  \n. (ordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  ruse  among  them.  G,.e  ol 
these  was  called  recumseh,  or  "The  Crow 
Panther;"  the  other,  <  flliwai  lie<  a,  or  "  The  Prophet." 
Tecutnseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  ivith  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
s  n  orator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree -tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator:  he  was, 
i  1  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  inve  ted 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
( )ctober  28,  1812,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground   for 
r^st;  but  every  man  had  his  accoutrements  on.    his 
I  jaded  musket  by  his  side, and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was   sitting  in   conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.       Il 
was  a  chill,  1  loud)  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.     In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  <  repl  as  near  as  p 
ble,  and  j>:st  then,  with  a  lavage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
I  he    I       iration  which  superstition  and  passion 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  (1  ink  of  the 
little  army.     The  savages  had   been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and    ammunition    by  the    English.        I 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of  bullet-. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
•light  aided   the    Indians   in    their  aim.      With  hide- 
Mis  yells,  the  Indian  bands  lushed  on,  not  doubti 

dy  and  an  entire  victory.       Hut  Gen.    Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immoval  le  a-  the  roi  1.-     1     I  id   them 
until  da)  dawned:  the)   then    nude  a  simultan 
charge  with  th  :r,  and   swepl   every  thin 

fore     them,     and     completely     routing     the 


Harrison    now   had    all    his    energies    tasked 
to  the  utmost.    The  British  descending  from  the  Can  - 

adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidal  le  fon  e  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
foi  t,  sear.hing  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontiei 
(1  into  1  si  lie  of  consternation  which  even 
the  mist  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  I  lull  bad  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  tune-,  at  Detroit. 
I  :r  these  despairing  circumstam  :s,  Gov.  Harrison 
«  is  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

I'  would  Lie  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  e.;ual  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  1  anted  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  1816,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  iXu),  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  ol 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  lor  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re-nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  T\  ler  forthe  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contesl  was  very  animated.  Gen  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  tunned,  with  Daniel  Webstei 

at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant   with    which    any  President    had    ever    I 
surrounded.     Never  were  the  cts  of  an  admin- 

istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  In  the    midst    of   these    bright    and 

i-    proqiects.  Gen.    II    rri    >n    was    seized    b)    a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after   a  few  days  of   violent   sii  k- 

.  died  on  the  4th  of  April;  just  one    month    after 
his  inauguration  as   President  of  the   United  States. 


*    1J*liADvl 


ary! 


J&TVTL 


-r 


TENTH  PRESIDENT. 


55 


r|!|    OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
Presidentofthe  United  States. 
He  was  born  in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29,  1790.    He 
was  the   favored  child    of  af- 
fluence and  high    social    po- 
sition.    At  the    early  age    of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and   Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,   he  devoted    him- 
self  with    great    assiduity  to    the 
study    of    law,     partly    with     his 
father   and    partly  with   Edmund 
fl      Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
et of  the  court  in  which  he  was 
:.Jt  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he- 
was  almost  unanimously  e'ected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  count)-. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  ami 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
biink,  internal  improvements  by  the  General  ^oven. 


rnent,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocating  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  hi  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  constantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes,  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.  His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 
John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  T\ler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification  ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  recotd 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
linl  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
h^  profession.     There  was  a  rplit  iv.  the    Deraocnilic 
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/.my.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.     He  had  now  attained   the  age   of 

forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
sequence ol  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  w  ..  i 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  prai  tice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  cull  ire  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children  ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  oi  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
'839.  The  majority  oi  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  [/arty  in  theNoith:  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1841,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time,  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  .zund  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
A/ril  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  pined  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  diffii  ulty.  All  his  longlife  he  had  been 
opposed  tc  the  main  principles  of  tin-  party  whi<  li  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, hone  1  in.m,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whi  •  1  1  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  s  111  round  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  At  ws  wen-  antagonistic  to  his  own?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elei  ltd  him  and  selecl  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony witli  himself,  and  whii  h  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigsdeemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccomm.mded  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  thai  God  would  guidi 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  thro  a  bill   for  the 

incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the    United  Si 
The  President,  after  ten  d        d   lay,  returned   it  with 
his   veto.       He    suggested,    however,   that   he    would 


ove  '  <l  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
I'  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
Ii  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
bin.,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliani  e 
between  the  \Vhigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
fori  ed  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  tilled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  Mote  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  1  >emocrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  'ie  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  tothe  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  relief.  His  first  wife, 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tylet  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tj  lei  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles -cit)  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  <  ene  of  unusual  attractions.  Witt)  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
miglil  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State- 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated.  President  T\  ler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Con  fed- 
He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  b» 
•  I  arms,  the  Government  o\er  which  he  had 
once  presided,    he    was  taken   sick  and  soon  died. 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 

\  ^President  of  the  United  States, 

was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 

N.  C,  Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 

jj.  ents  were    Samuel    and    Jane 

(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  sun 

of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 

at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 

first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  1006,  with  his  wile 
and  children,  ar.d  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Polk  farnly,  Samuel  Polk  emi- 
grated some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck  River.  Here  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared  their  log  huts, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth.  His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  thatof  a  farmer, 
gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  I  lis 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong  common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  cf  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  gut  a    situation    for    him    behind   the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  twoandahalf 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  18 18.  with  the  highest  honors,  be- 
ing deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classii  s.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  lie 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  A  tier  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  .1  f(  .\ 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  beet 
slightly   acquainted  before. 

Mr,  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  politi 
cal  faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  hi 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  tli.a 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump 
He  was  a  man   of  unblemished    morals,    genial    aid 
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lourterus  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
ljt.i'e  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  (823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elec  ted 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gavi  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United    Stales. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinuee'  in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House.  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion,  and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
[Kissed  by  the  Hotwe  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

<  >u  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
[he  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sin- 
iidture  to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
\<\  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  une  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  dec  hiring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

!n  his  first  message,  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.   In  the  meantime.  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country  He  v  as 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  wis  the 
western  boundary  "i  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  learly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the    Rio   Grande, 

where  lie  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  or 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  w.i 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "observation,"  then  of  ''occupation,' 
then  of  "  invasion, "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  cai 
It  was  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  oi 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  Xew  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  anil  the  >ame  even- 
ing, with  Mi-.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  tn 
Tennessee  He  was  then  but  fifty-tour  years  ot 
lie  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  halms, 
and  his  health  was  good  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  \ 
of  tranquilitj  and  happiness  were  before  him.  Hut  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge—  was  then  sweepil  . 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  June.  1  849,  in  the  fifty-fourth 
of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen, 
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ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
$)  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.  His 
father,  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
tinguished patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front- 
yiy  ier  home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  feailess  and  self-reliant,  and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Indians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
In  1S0S,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army  ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
.rom  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  181 2,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fori 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison. on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
'.ed  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering    fifty  men,    many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  18 12,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down  ;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  Major  Taylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  thai  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectuai  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  at  quaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
iiac'  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
he  e  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
tc  he  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  '.he  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula,  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
,.nd  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
P alma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
Was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops. 
the  sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
■pread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished, un- 
red,  honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
idency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
ing  that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
iffii  e.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
11  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  .1  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  fo  :. 
•l.iir  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose    name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
AltO,  Resaca  de  la  Paltna,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "  It  is  a  nomination  not  lit  to  be  nude.'' 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy  .  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  "I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  1  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoioughly  acquainted  with. 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense.  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  anil  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  10.1t  of  an  unusual  color,  or  hish.it 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
'touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"  Vny  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  anil  combats.    In  shorf 

men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfoi  «■ 

ng  contempt    for  learnirg  of  every  kind 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 

,_  teenth  President  of  the  United 

f  States,  was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y  .,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1.S00.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
cumstances. Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
■,  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been 
said  that  she  possessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
jositlon,  graceful  manners  and  ex- 
uisite  sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1 83 1  ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom- 
ise, ihough  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
r. nd  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmer's  boy; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the,  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  lie  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  cf  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  tha'. 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing  ap- 
pearance of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  an  1 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  hid 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
1.0  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange   delusion    about 
a  collegiate  education.     A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege.    But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  hal' 
nnd  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  means   as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
wiiic  h  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  piai  tice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  foitune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1S26,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail    Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention  ,  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
t lie  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degrte  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
die  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
irena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
lien  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed ;  and  he  returned  to 
'lis  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
tgain  became  a  candidate  for  Congress;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  hisseat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  htm  stiength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
■my  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  tilled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
1.    was      1     led   Comptroller  of    the   State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  liar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  aim 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Fai  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  tiumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  lint 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  sane 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
namesof  Zachary  Taylor  ar.d  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura 
tion,  was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  loth 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  com  iliate 
the  South;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmcre's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  1  eaten 
bj  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  Ilia* 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  c  heer  to  the  one  parly  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.   Y  ,   March  8,    1874. 


K.    | 


<L/ 


w^ 


FO URTEENTH  PRESIDL NT 


7i 


^FRANKLIN  PIERCE 

;•  '"  '-'■•  ■;<.  *  -t.  *  *>*,*. ife-Av.To.-fe  ,.+.-.* .:. 


■■■■-  ■•■.■■.-J.--!.- *•!;■»+■''+■*+'"+*•+' '+"4 


pS^IS*"        .^=. 


&  RANKLIN  PIERCE,  the 
%  fourteenth  President  of  the 
'  United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,  N.  H.,  Nov. 
23,  1804.  His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  who, 
with  his  own  strong  arm, 
hewed  out  a  home  in  the 
wilderness.  He  was  a  man 
of  indexible  integrity;  of 
strong,  though  uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
Democrat.  The  mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate,  Christian  worn- 
Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 
Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  tiie  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
'looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1S20,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  cf  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,   and 


an 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied :  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci  • 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  lite.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  yeats.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  18-53,  at  tne  a8e  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1S37,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  which  her  husband  was  honoied.    Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  [838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States  ;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
lie  took  an  important  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  '1'he  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "  Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  consc- 
piently  regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  1  2th  of  June,  1S52,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
-mi  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  ,1 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  throw  n 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Cen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee — <  .1st  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pieice 
«as  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States    en    the   jth    of   March,     r 853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
try  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be 
tween  slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  " irrepressible  conflict "  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration,  did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiir.er.t,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
kined  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ,  and  his 
wile,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  II  •  w  as  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
( 'hurch,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  ( Jen 
erous  to  a  fault,  he  contiibuted  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
people were  often  gladened  by  his   material    bounty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the  Allegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Perm.,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  1  7 9 1 .  The  place 
where  the  humble  cabin  of  his 
father  st'-od  was  called  Stonj 
w  Batter.  It  was  a  wild  and  ro- 
mantic spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  all  around.  His  father 
was  a  ativeof  the  north  of  Ireland; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little  property  save  his 
own  strong  arms.  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  yeais  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native   powers    en- 


abled him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  w;'  '■ 
facility. 

In  the  year  1S09,  lie  graduated  with  tire  highest 
honors  of  his  clas^.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  01  e  of  the 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  of 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ample   fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  '1  he- 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  in 
r 833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster. 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  m  iVing  repn- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the    payment    of  our 
i  linns  against  that  country;  and  defended  thei 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  win 
rein  jvul  from  office  of  those  who  were    not  the  sup- 
porters ol  his  administration.     Upon  this  questl 
was  brought  into  direct  collision    with    Henrj    I 
He  also,  with  voice  and   vote,  advocated    expunging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the    vole   of    o  11   Lire 
against    Gen.    Jackson    for   removing   the    dep 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  oi  slavery  in    the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the    United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subje<  t  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received; 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  '  Congress," 
said  he,  " might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  exists." 

Upo.i  Mi.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  N  leces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  forthe  Mexicans  to  (  ross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
tiie  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  beat  agdinst  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1S50, 
which  included  the  fugitive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  whii  h 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re- 
reived  1 14  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  reci 
174,  and  was  elei  ted.  The  popular  vote 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,22  1,750  for  Buchanan.  <  m 
VI arch   ep.h     1857.  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
•'ears  were  wauling  to  fill  up  his  threescon  yeai 
ten.  Hisown  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
Ih  d  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  who  sr-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 

In  this  emergeni  y,  Mr.  B  ichanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered     He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 


,  consistently  oppose   the    State-rights    party   il 
their  assumptions.   As  President  of  the  I  nited  States, 
il\  to  administer   the    I 

1   mid  not,  ivi  1  rjury    o\    the    grossest    kind. 

unite  with  those  em  -  to  overthrow  the  repub- 

lic.    1  Ie  therefi    e  did  nothii 

The   ippo         s  ol    Mr.    Buchanan's    administr 
no   ,  .,  1     .1    \,  11    e  on  Lincoln  as  tin  n    tandard  bi 
in  the  next   Presidential  canvass.      The    pro-slavery 
parly  declared,  that  if  he  were  ele<  ted,  and  ihe  con- 
trol of  the   Government  were  thus  take:,   from    their 

.  they  would   secede    from    the    Union,    ta 
with  them,  as   they  reined,   the    National    Capitol    al 
Washington,  and  the  lion's   share  of  the   territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offerthem 
far  more  than  the)  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  ol  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
rn had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation ot  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

\  i  the  storm  increased  in  violeni  e,  the  slaveholder- 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avi  iw- 
ing  that  1  b  igress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  ol 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility w  is  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  11- 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  1 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  will, 
his  hand  upon  his  .sword  hilt,  he  exclaimed.  "The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
I  1  .  oln  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston;  FortSumpter 
was  besieged;    our  foris,    na1  1       and   arsenals 

were  seized;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered; and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

I'll  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 

itive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  lor  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness Ai  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 

pter. 

The    administration   oi    President    Buchanan    was 
osl   calamiti ur    country  has   ex- 
perienced.    His    best    friends    ca  ir.ol    recall  it  with 
1         ne.   And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
thai  in  th                  I  1     iflici  whi<  h  rolled  its  billows 

ne  and  Mood  over  "ill   will  h   lend.  110  word  eanie 

from  his  lips  to  indie  aic  Ids  wish  that  our  country's 
baniici  should  liiniiii  h  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion 
!!■■  died  al   his   Wheatland    retreat,    June    1.    i863. 
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BRAHAM  LINCOLN,  the 
sixteenth  President  of  the 
HJnited  States,  was  born  in 
Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
1809.  About  the  year  1780,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  left  Virginia  with  his 
family  and  moved  into  the  then 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  States 
whose  name  must  henceforth  forever  be  enrolled 
with  the  must  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.'  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-cabin;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
ess,  wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
?iborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  built  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
"All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  "  I  owe  to  my  angel-mother.  " 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  ro  Indiana    Whei- 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few  ;  but  these  he  "ead 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committf'**  tc 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There  were  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sistt'i 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mai 
ried  when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr, 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  in  1830 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,   111. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  then 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  o! 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  aident  spirits  were  causing,  and  1  ei  ame 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi- 
cating liquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  word,  " Thou  shah  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thv  God  in  vain;"  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  woiked  for  a  time  a?  a  hired  labore; 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield 
where  he  was  employed  in  1  uildir.g  a  large  flat-1  oat 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  down 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis 
sissippi  to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.      In  this  adven 
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ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  ih.it  upon 
1  lis  return  tney  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  <  are. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and.  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
lackson  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  ot  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
H:s  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
joon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1S54  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
ilavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
:reated  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher   prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  16th  of  June,  r86o.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
orominerjt.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and    the 

bl 1\  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him: 

and  as  lit  tie  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
;o  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  1  ivili/.ed  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
1  place  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
enly,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon    this    good 


and  merciful   man,  especially  b)  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man   ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.   In  February,  1861.  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  hi 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  fn  - 
with  much  danger.      Many  of  the  Southern  Stati 
already  set  eded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.      A   gang  in    Balti- 
more  had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to"  get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion   to  make  sure  of  his  death   with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.   A  dete^.'.i\e  unravelled 
the  plot.     A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided   t< 
take  him  from  HarrisPurg,  through  Baltimore,  at   ai 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.      The  train  started   at 
hall-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi 
cation  on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  their  Can  - 
federate  gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  hao 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.       Mr.    Lincol 
reached  Washington  in    safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great   anxiety  was  felt   by  all  loyal  people 
In  the  selection  of   his  cabinet     Mr.   Lincoln   gave 
to  Mr  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention    he   gave 
important  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  ot  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weaknessand  inability  to  meet, and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  bo'h  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  \\^  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1 S61 ,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
wis  announced  that  they  would  Le  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, with  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

V  vex  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  griefby  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitlv  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savioi  of  his  country  ""ill 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  its  father;  hisc^'intry- 
mcii  being  unable    to   de<  ide    whii  h   <s    tl>e    L'reater. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
teenth President  of  tlie  United 
(gj  States.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
;52|?  the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
||fc~  ;S-J-]f  tion  and  friendlessness.  He 
was  horn  December  29,  r8o8, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
jelonging  to  the  class  o.'  the 
"poor  whites  "  of  the  Suuih,  -''ere 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  c  nf  :  _.ei.  the  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  upon 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  heiorically  endeavoring  lo  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  TTfii.Ii  ten  ye.  1^  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  bey  a'uour  '.he  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  slates- 
men.  Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  leatn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  feUow-woikmen, 
iearned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches       The  owner, 


jleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  boosi 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letter-: 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  j.- 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hour; 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreatio.-  to  devote  such  time  is  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  111  1826,  and  located  af. 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the' students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  lie  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Van 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  thos.. 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  i84t,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,116 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  responsible  posi 
tions,  he  discharged  hisduties  with  distinguished  abi. 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.      In    1857,    Mr.    Johnson    was     el 
United  Stales  Senator. 

Sears  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
vbly  prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
;ons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
md  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features 0/  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  sin  nil, 1 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  rree  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mt.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  of  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir,'' 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic;  neither  do  1  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston- Baltimore  convention  of  i8bo,  ne 
was  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
.■rn  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
;ost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President   of  the    United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April    15, 

1865,  became  President.     In  a  speech  two  days  latei 
iie  said,  "The  American  people  must    be    taught,    if 
?hey  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is   a   crime   and 
must  be  punished;  that   the     Government  will    nol 
always  beat  with  its  enemies;  that  it   is    strong 
only  to  protect,  but    to    punish.     *     *     The    p 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the    blackesl    of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."     Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  whi<  h  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  inconsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


I  les  laid  down  in  that  spec,  h 
In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction   and   general 
amnesty,  he  was  op  '  ongress;  and  he  char- 

acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
di  Red  il,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the  trial  began  March  23. 
It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  impotent'; 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
ot  Gen.  1 '.rant.  Andrew  Johnson  was.  forgotten 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  verj  active  part  in 
politics  until  r S75  On  Jan  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
lited  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth.  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that   body,  at    the   spei 

m  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  51I1  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carte' 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  1  his  journey,  he  was 

apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
he  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day.  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
j  v.  m.,  July  31  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  a:  !  le.on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect 
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LYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the 
ig\  eighteenth  President  of  the 
'  United  States,  was  born  on 
the  29th  of  April,  1822,  of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
*'.'•'  ^y||  gS  *■/'"  home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to  George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  .1 
ioiid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christ!.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resaca  de  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
ie  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  anircil,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent, with  the  fourth  infantry. 
10  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena,  111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumptfr  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army:  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to dis<-tiarge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  mv  Sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Y'ates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  tht 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.      On  the    15th  of 
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June,  1861,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  is 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  <  .rant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  .until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
iie  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
iistrict  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  c  ,111- 
non.  The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 
Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Tex.i^,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Xew  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  tin:  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  ('.rant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
nter  upon  *.]><•  duties  of  his  new  office 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
1  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quartets  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  trampof  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergj  and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,   1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago. 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast    for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United   States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1S80  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wre<  ked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  Fie  was  re-instated  as 
I  (eneral  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
earner  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General. 
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UTHERFORD  B.  HAYES, 
the  nineteenth  President  of 
'the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three  months  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains, fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
:ane  cv -.-Hiking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
.and  in  16S0,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  was:  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  li7e.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  L.;e,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724.  and  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  scythes  at  Btadford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  ai.d  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford  Hayes    the  father   of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  i8t3,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  tc 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldieis 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me 
chanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing, or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  1812,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to    Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  1101  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter 
mined  to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1 S 1 7 .  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son, of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver- 
mont, and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 


92 


RUTJIKRJ'ORD  B.  HAYES. 


subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  oj  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "if  Mrs.  Hayes' baby  died 
iast  night.'  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
him,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right !  Stick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  reed  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "  You 
vait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
s  ister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  s]K>rts 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  footer  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of   his   character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  lie  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  bit  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesley. in  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in    1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1  845,  after  graduating  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
Admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  !'.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  ofdistim  tion  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

'n  1849  lie  moved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  suhsc- 
quent  "ife.  One  of  these  wis  his  marrage  with  M'ss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  othei  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  as  Tiief  Justice  Salmon  P.Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and    many 
others    hardly  less  distinguished   in   afterlife.      The 
marriage  was  a    fortunate  one  in    every    respect,    as 
everybody  knows.     Not  one  of  all   the   wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.    Hayes,  and  no  one 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman 
hood.      The  Literary  Cluu  brought    Mr.   Have 
constant  association  with  young  men    of   high    < 
acter  and  noble  aims,  and  lured   him    to   display   'lie 
qualities    so   long   hidden    by    his    bashfulne  .s    anc" 
modesty. 

In  1S56  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judga  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to 
cept  the  nomination.     Two  years  later,  the  offi<  e   0 
city   solicitor   becoming   vacant,    the    City    Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was   a 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  Vf..     His  rank   at   the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.     But  the    news    of   the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to    tak< 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  ard  illustrious.  In 
October,  186 1,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  \v 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  end  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  pla<  <  d 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  tin- battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "for gallant  and  distinguished  servk  es 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864.  in  West  Virginia."  [n 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  fn  ni 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  1 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

[1    1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.   Thurman,  a  populai   Demoi 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over    George    II.    Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Covernor  for  the  third  term  in   1875 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
i  Party   in  the    Presidential  contest,   and   after  a 

hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President  and  was  in 
augtirated 1  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  hewever,  with  -  arty, 

but  his  administration  was  an  average  '<• 
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AMES  A.  GARi'IELD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
States,    was     born    Nov.    19, 
1S31,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His    par- 
ents were  Abram  and    Eliza 
(Ballou)    Garfield,   both   of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
lies well  known  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
,  about  20x30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spai  es  be- 
,ween  Uie  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  .1 
aard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
.-.leared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
The  household  comprised  the  father  ami  mother  and 
heir  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
"ames.  In  May,  1823  the  father,  from  a  cold  <  011- 
. /acted  in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
diis  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
rhomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
cell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  bioth'er's 
toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
ters live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he'  struggles  to  keep  the  little   family  to- 


gether. Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor 
the  humblest  fiiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  hi 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  lie  a  captain  0/ 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Etie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  th  : 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtair 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Leti  her,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  wen' 
home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for 
about  three  vears,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.  He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  \vk  - 
ors  of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  stated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
llii. mi,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Vale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion: 
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"President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  l.t^t,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
ii}  judgment  there  i^  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called'  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
:hurch  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  lie  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
'arian  charity  for  all  'who  loveour  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mis:, 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  i  r,  185S,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1S56, 
'11  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  r86i  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut.-Colonelof  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  i86r.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
'Humphrey  M  trshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  edu<  ated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  ( >hio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngesl  General  in  the 
army.''  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  it:  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  w.is  then  detailed  as  a  memberof  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  " Chief  oi  Staff." 

The  military  history  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  woi 
the  stars  or  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Geij  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixt)  years 
mainly  by  two   men       I   li  e\    and   Joshua 

k  <  liddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  arm).  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  thai 
body.  There  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says  :  "Sinci 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  whici. 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  u 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  whic; 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu- 
rrient  on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
belter  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Upon  Jan.  14,  18S0,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  II.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1SS1,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  ihe  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  no  further 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
(  uned  which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  peop'  - 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit 
ten  on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  Foreighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
nol  ^cst  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  awaySe]  t. 
19,  1883,  at  Elheron,  N.  J  ,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  .lone  on  the 
death  oi  nj  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted,  in  one  year  alter  he  com  mitt  d  the  fout  deed. 


'..  THE  N W.    Y©R* 
PUBLIC  II* 

AST   ■ 


T IVEJSI T  Y-FIRS  T  PRESIDENT. 


99 


UMMWVMM     t\,    fiJififfllBi      ■;) 


{sr 


HESTER      A.      ARTHUR, 

twenty-first    Presi^—m   of  the 

United   States    was    born    in 

Franklin  Courty,  Vermont,  on 

to    the  fifth  of  Oc'ober,  1830,  andis 

'W.^.':';   S i/    the  oldest    of  a    family    of  two 

sons  and    five    daughters.      His 

father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 

Arthur,  a  Baptist  c'  .rgyman,  who 

emigrated  to  tb'.s  country  from 

the  county  Antrim,   Ireland,    in 

his  1 8th  year,  and  died  in   1875,  in 

Newtonville,   neai    Albany,   after  a 

long  and  successful  ministry 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S<  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  entered  the  office  of  ex-Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
I  being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  I).  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  uvur;'  d  the   daughter   of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  lie  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthurs 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon- 
athan Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
ffm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  wen;  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendeted  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  spe<  ial  cars  lor  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  ami  Cov- 
entor Morgan,  of  that  State, appointed  him  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  Yoik,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not   indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
?o,  18-S,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Carfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  fading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination,  finally  Gen.  Carfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
lor  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
>vas  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
d.i'ch  4,  1SS1,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
\  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  new  K  cho 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  'I 'hen 
came  terrible  weeks  ol  suffering,  -those  moments  ol 
anxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  .ill  civilized   II 


were   throbbing   in   unison,   longing  for    the   re 
covery  of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark 
able  patience  that  he  manifested  during   those    hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  Suf- 
fering 111. in  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  wj 
seemingly  more  than  human.      It  was  certainly  Cod- 
like.     During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety    Mr 
Arthur's  every  move  was  wati  hed,  andbeil  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that   the  suffering  Carfield    might    recover,   to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term   he  had  so    auspi- 
ciously begun.     Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
111  deed  or  look  of  this   man,  even   though   the  most 
honored  position  in  the   world    was    at  any    moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Car- 
field  from  further  suffering,  and  the   world,   as    never 
before   in    its    history   over  the  death   of    any   other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.     Then  it  became    the   duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  assume   the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath   in    New   York. 
Sept.  20,  1 88 1.     The  position  was  an   embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so   from   the   facts   that   all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who   he  would  se- 
le<  t  as  advisers.     The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's   long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he- 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.   Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  !is  own 
hands;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  1  1 
affairs,   he   happily    surprised   the    nation,   a<  uv.^ 
wisely   that    hut    few    c  riticiscd    his  administration. 
He   served    the   nation    well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885.,  and   was 
a  popular   candidate   before   his    party   for  a  second 
term.      His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con 
vention    at    Chicago,  and    was  received  with   gi 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one   of  the  opposing   candidates,    he  would  haw 
been   selected   as  the   standard-bearer  of  his   p 
for  another  campaign.      He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American   peo- 
ple, whom   he   had   served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND,thetwenty-second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "  good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayette  /ille  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $100  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  01 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette 
ville,  he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent/'  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica. 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
yens,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
ne  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
ihere  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  lo  Buffalo  to 
isk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  n 
Stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
.•peak  enthusiastically.  "  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  st  idy 
law,"  was  the  reply.  "Good  gracious!"  remarked 
he  old  gentleman  ;  "  do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got.'"  "  Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any.' 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
Year,  while  lie  could  "  look  around."  One  day  soon 
ifterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  Ihem  what  he 
warned.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Graver's  persistency  won,  and 
ne  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
aave  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
,;one — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
nloyer  threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
witli  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
v.  here  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  cleiks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
vras  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
out  in  c1  ue  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Clevel  d 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  ,;  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
t,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  fir-t  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland 
eiected  was  'hat  of  £  riff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  sil  1  ited  ;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  pi'-.ishment  upon  two 
criminals.  In  1SS1  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
oecial  reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  d  ity  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  p  1  few  exceptions   which    were  fer- 

reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniiui- 
tous  street-cleaning  contract:  "This  is  a  time  foi 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
11,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  it 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.:  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  18S5,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  ot 
h,  18S5.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
..I''  iel  Manning,  of  New  York;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York ;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 
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;ENJAMIN  HARRISON,  Hie 
twenty-thin!  President,  is 
the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
historical  families  of  this 
country.  The  head  of  the 
family  was  a  Major  General 
Harrison,  one  of  Oliver 
Cromwell's  trusted  follow- 
ers and  fighters.  In  the  zenith  of  Crom- 
fifef  well's  power  it  became  the  duty  of  this 
Harrison  to  participate  in  the  trial  of 
Charles  I,  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
quently paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  1GG0.  His  descendants 
came  to  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  that  appears  in  history  is  Benja- 
:;;  in  Marrison,  of  Virginia, great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, and 
after  whom  he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  1 774-5-0,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
waj  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia 
Gen    William   Henry   Harrison,  the  son  of  the 


distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a  suc- 
cessful career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with -a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the  North- 
western Territory,  was  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut  short 
by  death  within  one  month  .fter  his  inauguration. 
President  Harrison  wa-  born  at  North  Bend, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  *0,  1833,  His  life  upto 
the  time  of  his  graduation  by  the  Miami  University 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a  coun- 
try lad  of  a  family  of  small  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  him  a  good  education,  and  nothing- 
more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  tli3 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott-  Principal  of  a  female  sclioo 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en- 
ter upon  the  study  of  the  law.  He  went  to  Cm 
cinnati  and  then  read  law  for  two  years.  At  tut 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  received  tt . 
only  inheritance  of  his  life;  his  aunt  dying  left  bin: 
a  lot  valued  at  $800,  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  i 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  once,  take 
this  money  anil  go  to  some  Eastern  town  an',  be- 
gin  the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  money  in  his  pocket,  he  started  out  witu  his 
young  wife  to  fight  for  a  place,  in   the   world.     I'e 
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iecided  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  was  even  at 
that  time  a  town  of  promise.  He  met  with  slight 
encouragement  at  first,  making  scarcely  anything 
ilie  first  year.  He  worked  diligently,  applying  him- 
self  closely  to  liis  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
pi  .-it  tire  ami  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
BSSion.      He   is    the   father  of  two  children. 

In  1861  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speaker  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the  17th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  rawest  of  material, 
out  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  first 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  East 
with  Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  best 
.rilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Resaca  he 
specially  distinguished  himself,  and  for  his  bravery 
'..  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
ral,  Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
lomplimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
he  Supreme  Court  declared   the  office   of  the  Su- 
preme Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the  time  of  leav- 
ing Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  of  18GI 
lie  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  office,  he  got  a 
thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  term.     He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
man, but  on  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
ever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
to  the  front  in  time   to   participate  in  the  closing 
"cidents  of  the  war 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  re-election  as 
eporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  ;>f  law  In  1876 
ce  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although  de- 
eated,  the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  ,<>r  him 
x  National  reputat:  >n,  and  he  was  much  sought,  es- 
jjecial.y  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  1880, 
as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign, 
Mid  w:.  elected  to  the  ''nihil  states  Senate.  Here 
he  served  six  years,  am"  -as  know::  as  one  oi  the 
ablest  men,  best  lawyer?  t*nd  stronges1   debaters  in 


that  body.     'With  the  expiration  of  his  Senatorial 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice   ..1    hi-    profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firm    : 
the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  [.888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country.  The 
convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  and 
named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearei 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  great  in  every  partic- 
ular, and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumed uyon  the  vital  questions  of  the  day.  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journeyed 
thither  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  daily  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly7  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 

( in  accounl  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  his 
power  as  a  debater,  he   was  called   upon  at  an  un- 
commonly eari,    age  to  lake  part  in  the    liscussioi 
of  the  great    questions   that  then    began    l.i  agitate 
the    country.      He  was    an    uncompromising  ant: 
slavery  man.  and  wa-  matched  against  some  of    '  ,■ 
n.o-l    eminent     Democratic    speakers    of    his   Stat,. 
No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  de  ired  . 
lie  pitted  with    him  again.       Willi    ail  hi-  elcq  "ii.  I 

as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  effect. 
hut  his  word-  always  went  like  bullets  to  the  marl, 
lie  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  sple] 
did  type  of  the  American  statesman.  Gifted  wit; 
quick  perception,  a  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he   is  one  of   the  mosi  distinguished  impromptu 

speakers    in    the    Nation.       .Many    of   these  Speeches 

sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
arguments  of  greatest  weight.  Main  of  his  tci-r 
statements  have  already  bee e  aphorisms.  Origi- 
nal in  thought  precis,,  i  .  logic,  terse  111  statement, 
yel  "'thai  faultless  in  elo  uence,heis  recognized  as 
the  sound  statesman  and  brilUan    oratoi       to     laj 
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TEPHEN  T.    MASON,    the 

first  Governorof  Michigan,  was 
a  son  of  Gen.  John  T.  Mason, 
of  Kentucky,  but  was  born  in 
Virginia,  ill  181 2.  At  the  age 
of  1  g  he  was  appointed  Secre- 
"'"''"  &£>  l-lry  °f  Michigan  Territory,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  during  the 
administration  of  Gov.  George  B. 
Porter.  Upon  the  death  of  Gov. 
Porter,  which  occurred  on  the  6th  of 
July,  1834,  Mr.  Mason  became  Act- 
ing Governor.  In  October,  1835,  he 
was  elected  Governor  under  theState 
organization,  and  immediately  en- 
tered upon  the  performance  of  t he- 
duties  of  the  office,  although  the 
State  was  not  yet  admitted  into  the  Union.  After 
the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  Governor 
Mason  was  re-elected  to  the  position,  and  served  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  State. 
He  died  Jan.  4,  1843.  The  principal  event  during 
Governor  Mason's  official  career,  was  that  arising  from 
the  disputed  southern  boundary  of  the  State. 

Michigan  claimed  for  her  southern  boundary  aline 
funning  east  across  the  peninsula  from  the  extreme 
southern  point  of  Lake  Michigan,  extending  through 
Lake  Erie,  to  the  Pennsylvania  line.  This  she 
claimed  as  a  vested  right — a  right  accruing  to  her  by 
compact.  This  compact  was  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
;he  parties  to  which  were  the  original  13  States,  and 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio;  and,  by  the  suc- 
cession of  parties  under  statutory  amendments  to  the 
ordinance  and  laws  of  Congress — the  United  States  on 
the  one  part,  and  each  Territory  northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  as  far  as  affected  by   their    provisions,    on    the 


other.  Michigan,  therefore,  claimed  it  under  the  prior 
grant,  or  assignation  of  boundary. 

( )hio,  on  the  other  hand,  claimed  that  the  ordinance 
had  been  superseded  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  Congress  had  a  right  to  regu- 
late the  boundary.  It  was  also  claimed  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  Stat;,  of  Ohio  having  described  a 
different  line,  and  Congress  having  admitted  the  State 
under  that  Constitution,  without  mentioning  the  sub- 
ject of  the  line  in  dispute,  Congress  had  thereby  given 
its  consent  to  the  line  as  laid  down  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Ohio.  This  claim  was  urged  by  Ohio  at 
some  periods  of  the  controversy,  but  at  others  she  ap- 
peared to  regard  the  question  unsettled,  by  the  fact 
that  she  insisted  upon  Congress  taking  action  in  re- 
gard to  the  boundary.  Accordingly,  we  find  that,  in 
1812,  Congress  authorized  the  Surveyor-General  to 
survey  a  line,  agreeably  to  the  act,  to  enable  the  people 
of  Ohio  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  government. 
Owing  to  Indian  hostilities,  however,  the  line  was  not 
run  till  1818.  In  1820,  the  question  in  dispute 
underwent  a  rigid  examination  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  The  claim  of  Ohio  was  strenuously 
urged  by  her  delegation,  and  as  ably  opposed  by  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  the  then  delegate  from  Michigan.  The 
result  was  that  the  committee  decided  unanimously 
in  favor  of  Michigan ;  but,  in  the  hurry  of  business, 
no  action  was  taken  by  Congress,  and  the  questic- 
remained  open  till  Michigan  organized  her  State  gov- 
ernment. 

The  Territory  in  dispute  is  about  live  miles  in 
width  at  the  west  end,  and  about  eight  miles  in  width 
at  the  east  end,  and  extends  along  the  whole  north- 
ern line  of  Ohio,  west  of  Lake  Erie.  The  line  claimed 
by  Michigan  was  known  as  the  "Fulton  line,"  and 
that  claimed  by  Ohio  was  known  as  the"  Harris  line,' 
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from  the  names  of  the  surveyors.  The  territory  was 
valuable  for  its  rich  agricultural  lands;  but  the  chief 
value  consisted  in  the  fact  that  the  harbor  on  the 
Maumee  River,  ivhere  now  stands  the  flourishing  city 
of  Toledo,  was  included  within  its  limits  The  town 
Oliginall)  bore  the  name  of  Swan  Creek,  afterwards 
Port  Lawrence,  then  Vestula,  and  then  Toledo. 

In  February,  1835,  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  passed 
an  act  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  over 
the  territory  in  question;  erected  townships  and 
directed  them  to  hold  election.-  in  April  following.  It 
also  directed  Governor  Lucu  oint  three  com- 

missioners to  survey  and  re-mark  the  Harris  line;  and 
named  the  first  of  April  as  the  day  to  commence  the 
survey.  Acting  Governor  Ma  on,  however,  anticipated 
this  action  on  the  part  of  the  (  >hio  Legislature, 
a  special  message  to  the  Legislative  Council,  appris- 
ing it  of  Governor  Lucas'  message,  and  advised  imme- 
diate action  by  that  body  to  anticipate  and  counteract 
the  proceedings  of  Ohio.  Accordingly,  on  the  12th 
of  February,  the  council  passed  an  act  making  it  a 
criminal  offence,  punishable  by  a  heavy  line,  or  im- 
prisonment, for  any  one  to  attempt  to  exercise  all) 
official  functions,  or  accept  any  office  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Michigan,  under  or  by  virture  of  any  au- 
thority not  derived  from  the  Territory,  or  the  United 
States.  On  the  9th  of  Man  h,  Governor  Mason  wrote 
General  Brown,  then  in  command  of  the  Michigan 
militia,  directing  him  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
meet  the  enemy  in  the  field  in  case  any  attempt  was 
made  on  the  part  of  Ohio  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  that  act  of  the  Legislature.  On  the  31st  of  March, 
Governor  Lucus,  with  his  commissioners,  arrived  al 
Perrysburgh,  on  their  way  to  commence  re-surv< 
the  Harris  line.     He   wa  ipanied    by  General 

Bell  and  staff,  of  the  Ohio  Militia,  who   proceed  1 
muster  a  volunteer  force  of    about   600    men.       This 
was  soon  accomplished,  and  the  force  fully  armed  a  :ul 
equipped.      The  force  then   went  into  camp  at    Fort 
Miami,  to  await  the  Governor's  orders. 

In  the  meantime,  Governor  Mason,  with  General 
Brown  and  staff,  had  raised  a  force  Soo  to  1200 
strong,  and  were  in  ]>ossession  of  Toledo.  General 
Brown's  Staff  consisted  of  Captain  Henry  Smith,  of 
Monroe,  Inspector;  Major  |.  J.  UHman, 
stantine,  Quartermaster;  William  E.  Broadman,  of 
Detroit,  and  Alpheus  Felch, ol  Monroe,  \.ids-de- 
camo.     When  Governor  Lu<  deter- 

mined bearing  of  the  Mil  ves,  and  took 


of  their  number,  he  found  it  convenient  to  content 
himself  for  a  time  with  "  watching  over  the  border. " 
Several  days  were  passed  in  this  exhilarating  employ- 
ment, and  just  as  Governor  Lucas  had  made  u 

mind  to  do  something  rash,  two  commissioners  ar- 
rived from  Washington  on  a  mission  of  peace.  They 
remonstrated  with  Gov.  Lucus,  and  reminded  him  of 
the  consequences  to  himself  and  his  State  if  he  per- 
sisted in  his  attempt  to  gain  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory  by  force.  After  several  conferences  with 
both  governors,  the  commissioners  submitted  proposi- 
tions for  their  consideration. 

Governor  Lucas  at  once  accepted  the  propositions, 
and  disbanded  his  forces.  Governor  Mason,  on  the 
other  hand,  refused  to  accede  to  the  arrangement,  and 
declined  to  compromise  the  rights  of  his  people  by  a 
surrender  of  possession  and  jurisdiction.  When  Gov- 
ernor Lucus  disbanded  his  forces,  however,  Governor 
Mason  partially  followed  suit,  but  still  held  himself 
in  readiness  to  meet  any  emergency  that  might  arise. 

Governor  Lucus  now  supjiosed  that  his  way  was 
clear,  and  that  he  could  re-mark  the  Harris  line  with- 
out being  molested,  and  ordered  the  commissioners 
to  proceed  with  their  work. 

In  the  meantime.  Governor  Mason  kept  a  watch- 
ful eye  upon  the  proceedings.  General  Brown  sent 
scouts  through  the  woods  to  watch  their  movements, 
and  report  when  operations  were  commenced.  When 
the  surveying  party  got  within  the  county  of  Lena- 
wee, the  under-sheriff  of  that  county,  armed  with  a 
warrant,  and  accompanied  by  a  posse,  suddenly  made 
his  appearance,  and  succeeded  in  arresting  a  ]x>rtion 
of  the  party.  The  rest,  including  the  commissioners. 
took  to  their  heels,  and  were  soon  beyond  the  dis- 
puted territory.  They  reached  Perrysburgh  the  fol- 
lowing day  in  a  highly  demoralized  condition,  and 
reixirted  they  had  been  attacked  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  Michigan  malitia,  under  command  of 
i  al  Brown. 

This  summary  breaking  up  of  the  surveying  partj 
produced  the  most  tremendous  excitement  throughout 
Ohio.  Governoi  Lui  as  1  ailed  an  extra  session  of  the 
1  lature.      But  little  remains  to  be  said  in  reference 

to  the  "  war."  The  question  continued  for  some  time 
to  agitate  the  minds  of  tl  -tics  ;    and  the 

action  of  Congress  was  impatiently  awaited.   Mil  higan 
tdmitted  into  the  Union  on  the  condition  that 
she  give  to  Ohio  the  disputed  territory,   and    accept 
in   return  the  Northern    Peninsula,    which    she   did. 
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ILLIAM       VVOODBRHKiK, 
I  sksecond  Governor  of  Michigan, 

was  born    at  Norwich,  Conn., 
Aug.    20,    1780,     and   died   at 
i^s     Detroit     Oct.     20,    1861.      He 
Vil  S-  "  'V)  was  °f  a  family  of  three  brothers 
and     two     sisters.      His    father, 
Dudley   Woodbridge,  removed  to 
Marietta,  Ohio,  about  1790.    The 
life  of  Win.  Woodbridge,  by  Chas. 
!    >b   Lauman,  from  which  this  sketch 
is  largely  com  piled,  mentions  noth- 
ing concerning  his  early  education 
beyond  the  fact  that  it  was  such  as 
was  afforded  by  the  average  school 
of  the  time,  except  a  year  with  the 
French     colonists     at     Gallipolis, 
where  lie  acquired  a  knowledge  of 
the    French  language.     It    should 
be   borne   in    mind,   however,   that 
home  education   at   that   time   was 
an   indispensable    feature    in    the 
training  of  the  young.     To  this  and 
and  to  a  few  studies  well  mastered, 
is  due  that  strong  mental  discipline  which  has  served 
as  a  basis  for  many  of  the  grand  intellects  that  have 
adorned  and  helped  to  make  our  National    history. 
Mr.  Woodbridge   studied   law  at    Marietta,  having 
as   a    fellow  student  an  intimate   personal   friend,  a 
young   man   subsequently   distinguished,   but  known 
at  that  time  simply  as  Lewis  Cass.     He  graduated  at 
the  law  school  in  Connecticut,  after  a  course  there  of 
nearly  three  years,  and  began  to  practice  at    Marietta 
in  1806.     In  June,  1 806,  lie  married,  at  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut,    Mi  11111a,    daughter  of    John    Trunibell,   a 
distingu  si  e.l  author   and  judg    ;  and  author  cf  •'   • 


peom   McFingal,  which,  during   a  dark  period  of  the 
Revolution,  wrought  such  a  magic   change    upon    the 
spirits  of  the  colonists.     He  was  happy  in  his  domes  • 
tic  relations  until  the  death  of  Mis.  VV.,  Feb.  2,19,  i860. 
Our   written    biographies    necessarily    speak    more 
fully  oi  men,  because  of  their  active  participation   in 
public  affairs,  but  human  actions   are   stamped    upon 
the  page  of  time  and  when  the  scroll  shall  be  unrolled 
the  influence  of  good  women  upon  the  history  of  the 
world  will  be  read  side  by  side  with  the  deeds  of  men. 
How  much  success  and  renown  in  life  many  men  owe 
to  their  wives  is  probably  little  known.     Mrs.  W.  en- 
joyed  the   best   means  of  early   education    that    the 
country  afforded,  and  her  intellectual  genius  enabled 
her  to  improve  her  advantages.     During  her  life,  side 
by  side  with  the  highest  type  of  domestic  and  social 
graces,    she    manifested   a    keen    intellectuality    that 
formed  the  crown  of  a  faultless  chatacter.     She  was 
a  natural  poet,  and  wrote  quite  a  large  number  of  fine 
verses,   some   of  which   are    preserved    in    a    printed 
memorial  essay    written    upon    the    occasion    of  her 
death.      In  this  essay,  it  is  said  of  her   "to  contribute 
even  in  matters  of  minor  importance,    to  elevate  the 
reputation  and  add  to  the  well  being  of  her  husband 
in  the  various  stations  he  was  called  upon  to  fill,  gave 
her  the   highest    satisfaction  "     She    was    an    invalid 
during  the  latter  portion  of  her  life,    but   was    patient 
and  cheerful  to  the  end. 

In  1807,  Mr.  W.  was  chosen  a  representative  to  the 
C/eneral  Assembly  of  ( )hio,  and  in  1809  was  elected  to 
the  Senate,  continuing  a  member  by  re-election  until 
his  removal  from  the  State.  He  also  held,  by  ap- 
pointment, during  the  time  the  office  of  Prosecuting 
Attorney  for  his  county.  He  took  a  leading  part  in 
the  Legislature,  and  in  1812  drew  up  a  de<  laration  and 
resolutions,  which  passed  the  two  houses  unanimously 
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and  attracted  great  attention,  endorsing,  in  strongesi 
and  most  emphatic  terms,  the  war  measures  of  Presi- 
dent  Madison.  During  the  period  from  1X0410  181a 
the  two  law  students,  w  oodbridge  and  *  lass,  had  he- 
come  widely  sep  ir  ited.  The  latter  was  Govcruor  of 
the  Territory  of  Mi<  liigan  under  the  historic  "Governor 
and  fudges"  plan,  with  the  indispensable  requisite  of  a 
Secretary  of  the  Territorry.  This  latter  position  was, 
in  1814,  without  solicitation  on  his  part,  tendered  to 
Mr.  \Y.  He  accepted  the  position  with  some  hesita- 
tion, and  entered  upon  its  duties  as  soon  as  he  could 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  tor  leaving  Ohio. 
Thee'  ice  0  involved  also  the  duties   of 

collectorof  customs  at  the  port  of  Detroit,  and  during 
the  frequent  absences  of  the  Governor,  thedisi  hargeol 
of  his  ditties,  also  including  those  of  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs.  Mr.  W.  officiated  as  Governor  for 
about  two  years  out  ol  the  eight  years  that  he  held  the 
office  of  Secretary  1  Inder  the  administration  of  "Gov- 
ernor and  Judges,"  which  the  people  of  the  Territor} 
preferred  for  economical  reasons^  to  <  bnlinuesome  time 
after  their  numbers  entitled  them  to  a  more  popular 
representative  system,  they  were  allowed  no  dele-ak- 
in Congress.  Mr.  W.,  as  a  sort  of  informal  agent  of 
the  people,  by  correspondence  and  also  by  a  visit  10 
the  National  capital,  so  clearly  set  forth  the  demand 
for  representation  by  a  delegate,  that  an  a<  t  was 
passed  in  ( longressin  t8  19  authorizing  one  to  be  chosen. 
Under  this  act  Mr.  W.  was  elected  by  the  concurrent  e 
of  all  parties.  Hisfirst  action  inCongress  was  to  secure 
'.he  passage  of  a  bill  recognizing  and  confirming  the 
old  French  land  titles  in  the  Territory  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain 
at  the  close  of  the  Revolution  ;  and  another  for  the 
1  on  itruction  of  a  Government  road  through  the  "black 
swamps"  from  the  Miami  River  to  Detroit,  thus  open- 
ing a  means  of  land  transit  between  ( )hio  and  Mich- 
igan. He  was  influential  in  securing  the  passage  of- 
hills  for  the  construction  of  Government  roads  from 
Detroit  to  Chicago,  and  Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  La  Plaisance  Bay.  The  ex- 
pedition for  the  exploration  of  the  country  around 
Lake  Superior  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, i  rojected  bj  Governor  Cass,  was  set  on  to 
by  means  ol  n  pre  1  nt  at  ions  made  to  the  head  of  the 
department  by  Mr  W.  While  in  Congress  he 
uouslj  maintained  the  right  ol  Michigan  to  the  strip 
of  territory    now    forming  the   northern    boundary  of 

<  >hio,  whit  h  formed  the  tbject  of  such  grave  dispute 
between  Ohio  and  Michigan  at  the  time  of  the  ad- 
mission of  the  latter   into   the    Union.     lie    51 

Inn     one     term     as     delegate     to     Congress, 

<  lining  further  service  on  account  of  personal  and 
famil)  considerations.  Mr.  \V.  conttn  liarge 
ihe  duties  of  Set  retarj  ol  the  Territory  up  to  the  time 
its  Government  passed  into  tin-  "second  grade." 

In    1824,   he    was    appointed    one  of  a   board    of 
commissioners   fot    adjusting  private   land   claim-  in 


the  Territory,  and  was  engaged  also  in  the  practice  of 
Ins  profession,  having  the  best  law  library  in  the  Ter- 
ritory. In  1828,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
rnor,  Judges  and  others,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
President,  J.  Q.  Adams,  to  sua  eed  Hon.  James  With- 
erell,  who  had  resigned  as  a  Judge  of  what  is  conven- 
tional!) called  the  "Suprenn  <  ourt"  of  the  Territory. 
This  court  was  apparently  a  continuation  of  the  Terri- 
torial Court,  under  t he  "first  grade"  or  "Governor  and 
Judges" system.  Although  it  was  supreme  in  its  ju- 
dicial functions  within  the  Territory,  its  powers  and 
duties  were  of  a  very  general  character. 

In  1832,  the  term  of  his  appointment  as  Judge  ex- 
piring,  President  fackson  appointed  a  successor,  it  is 
supposed  on  polnn  al  grounds,  much  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  the  public  and  the  bar  of  the  Territory.  The 
partisan  feeling  of  the  time  extended  into  the  Terri- 
tory, and  its  people  began  to  think  of  assuming  the 
dignity  of  a  State  government.  Party  lines  becom- 
ing very  sharply  drawn,  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Whigs  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  1835,  which  formed  the  first  State  Constitution. 
In  [837  he  was  elected  a  member  of  rJ-e  Si  ate  Senate. 

This  sketch  has  purposely  dealt  somewhat  in  detail 
with  what  may  be  called  Judge  W's.  earlier  career. 
because  it  is  closely  identified  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  State,  and  the  development  of  its  politi- 
cal system.  Since  the  organization  of  the  State  Cov- 
ernment  the  history  of  Michigan  is  more  familiar,  and 
hence  no  review  of  Judge  W's  career  as  Governor 
and  Senator  will  be  attempted.  He  was  elected  *  Gov- 
ernor in  1839,  under  a  popular  impression  that  the 
affairs  of  the  State  had  not  been  prudently  adminis- 
tered by  the  Democrats.  He  served  as  Governor  but 
little  more  than  a  year,  when  he  was  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  State 

His  term  in  the  Senate  practically  closed  his  polit- 
ical life,  although  he  was  strongly  urged  by  many 
prominent  men  for  the  Whig  nomination  for  Vice 
President  in  1  848. 

Soon  after  his  appointment  as  Judge  in  1828,  Gov- 
ernor W.  took  up  his  residence  on  a  tract  of  land 
whit  li  he  owned  in  the  township  of  Spring  Wells,  a 
shorl  distance  ln-Knv  uh.it  vi  is  then  the  corporate  lim- 
its of  Detroit,  where  he  resided  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  Both  in  his  public  papers  and  private 
communications,  Governor  W.  shows  himself  a  mas- 
ter of  language;  he  is  fruitful  in  simile  and  illustra- 
tion, logical  in  arrangement,  happy  in  the  choice  and 
treatment  of  topics,  and  terse  and  vigorous  in  expres- 
sion,   fudge  W.  was  a  1  longregationalist.    1  lis  opinions 

on  ail  subjects    were    decided;    he    was    earnest     and 

etic,  courteous  and  dignified,  and   at   times  ex- 
hibited .1  vein  of  fine    humor    th  tt 
tractive  because  not  too  often  all.  iwt  d  to  1  ome  to  the 
surface.     His  letters  and  add  w  adeepand 

earnest  affection  not  only  for  his  ancestral  home,  but 
the  home  of  his  n  and  for  friends  and  family. 
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OHN    STEWARD    BARRY, 

.Governor  of  Michigan  from 
Jan.  3,  1842,  to  Jan.  5,  1846, 
and  from  Jan.  7,  1850,  to  Jan. 
1,  1 85 2,  was  born  at  Amherst, 
N.  H.,  Jan.  29,  1802.  His  par- 
ents, John  and  Ellen  (Steward) 
Barry,  early  removed  to  Rocking- 
ham, Vt.,  where  he  remained  until 
\  he  became  of  age,  working  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  pursuing  his 
studies  at  the  same  time.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Kidder,  of  Grafton,  Vt., 
and  in  1824  went  to  Georgia,  Vt.. 
where  he  had  charge  of  an  academy 
for  two  years,  meanwhile  studying 
law.  He  afterward  practiced  law  in 
that  State.  While  he  was  in  Georgia  he  was  for  some 
time  a  member  of  the  Governor's  staff,  with  the  title 
of  Governor's  Aid,  and  at  a  somewhat  earlier  period 
was  Captain  of  a  company  of  State  militia.  .  In  183 1 
he  removed  to  Michigan,  and  settled  at  White  Pigeon, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  I.  W. 
Willard. 

Four  years  after,  1834,  Mr.  Barry  removed  to  Con- 


stantine  and  continued  his  mercantile  pursuits.  He 
became  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  White  Pigeon,  Mich, 
in  1831,  and  held  the  office  until  the  year  1835 
Mr.  Barry's  first  public  office  was  that  of  a  member 
of  the  first  constitutional  convention,  which  assembled 
and  fiamed  the  constitution  upon  which  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union.  He  took  an  important 
and  prominent  part  in  the  proceedings  of  that  body, 
and  showed  himself  to  be  a  man  of  far  more  than 
ordinary  ability. 

Upon  Michigan  being  admitted  into  the  Union, 
Mr.  Barry  was  chosen  State  Senator,  and  so  favorably 
were  his  associates  impressed  with  his  abilities  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Legislature  that  they  looked  tohini 
as  a  party  leader,  and  that  he  should  head  the  State 
ticket  at  the  following  election.  Accordingly  he  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  Governor  at  the  hands 
of  his  party  assembled  in  convention.  He  was 
elected,  and  so  popular  was  his  administration  that,  in 
1842,  he  was  again  elected.  During  these  years 
Michigan  was  embarrassed  by  great  financial  diffi- 
culties,and  it  was  through  his  wisdom  and  sound  judg- 
ment that  the  State  was  finally  placed  upon  a  solid 
financial  basis. 

During  the  first  year  of  Gov.  Barry's  first  term,  the 
University  at  Ann  Arbor  was  opened  for  the  reception 
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of  stud  nl  1  lie  Michigan  Central  and  Michigan 
Southern  railroads  were  ieing  rapidly  constructed,  and 
general  progress  was  everywhere  noticeable.  In  [842, 
the  number  ol  pupils  rep  l  lie  publu 

schools  was  nearly  fifty-eight  thousand.  In  1843,  a 
State  land  office  was  established  al  Marshall,  which 
was  invested  with  tl  d   disposition  of  all 

the  lands  belonging  to  the  Stale  tn  1844,  the  tax- 
able  propertj  ol  the  State  was  found  to  be  over 
twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  the  tax  being  al  the 
rate  of  two  mills  on  the  dollar.  The  expenses  of  the 
St. ilc  were  only  seventy  thousand  dollars,  while  the 
income  from  the  railroads  was  nearly  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  At  this  time  the  University  of 
Michigan  had  become  so  prosperous  that  its  ini 
war,  ample  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  Universityd 
and  the  amount  ol  money  which  the  State  was  able 
to  loan  the  several  progressing  railroads  was  one 
hundred  and  twent)    thousand   dollars.      Efforts  were 

made  to  in<  rease  the  effii  ierii  \  ol  the  common  si  hools 

with  good  results      In  18,  15,  when  Gov.   Barry's 
ond  term  expired,  the   population  of  the   State   was 
more  than  three  hundred  thousand. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  forbade  more  than  two 
1  onsei  utive  terms,  but  lie  was  called  upon  to  fill  the 
position  again  in  1850 — the  only  instance  ol  the  kind 
in  the  history  of  the  State.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
rerritorial  I  egislature,  ol  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, and  afterward  of  the  State  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

During  Mr.  Barry  s  third  term  as  Governor  the  Nor- 
mal School  was  established  at  Ypsilanti,  which  was 
endowed  with  lands  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  board 
of  education  consisting  of  six  persons.  A  new  con- 
stitution for  the  government  of  the  State  was  also 
adopted  and  the  "Great  Railway  Conspiracy  Case" 
ried.     This  grew  out  of ;  of  lawless  acts 

which  had  been  committed  upon  the  property  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company,  along  the  line 
of  their  road,  and   finally  the  burning  of  the  depol 

1  letroit,  in  1850. 

At  a  setting  ol  1     jurj   of   Wayne    County, 

April  24,  [851,  37  men  of  the  50  under  arrest  for  this 
crime  Were  indicted.  May  20,  following,  the  ai  1  used 
parties  ap|  l  'in  tlil    (  ouit    of    Wa)  in',   ol 

which  Warner  Wing  was  resident  judge.     The  Rail- 
Co  ninent  lawyers,  in- 
cluding David  Stuart,    fohll    Nan     Mm. 111.    bum-      \ 
Van  Dyke,   facob  M.  Howard,  Uex.  I  >.  Fraser,  D 
iel  Goodwin  and  William  Cray.    The  defendants 
represented  by  six  meml             I       State  bar,  led  by 
William  11   Seward, ofNew  York.  The  trial  occupied 
four  months,  during  which  time   the   plaintiffs   exam- 
ined 246  witnesses   in   j;   da;  dants 
249  in  40  days.     Mi    \  in  Dyke   addressed  the   jnrj 
for    the    prosecution;     William    11.    Seward    for    the 
defense. 

The  great  lawyer  was  convinced  of  the  i  111100 


of  his  clients,  nor  did  the  verdict  of  that  jury  and  the 
sentence  of  that  judge  remove  his  firm  belief  thai  his 
clients  were  the  victims  of  purchased  treachery, 
ral  In  1  than  50  m  iny  sai  rifii  es  to  justice. 

The  veil!  lilty  "  was  rendered  at    9  o'clock 

1.  1.,  Sept.  25,  1851.  On  the  26th  the  prisoners  were 
put  forward  to  receive  sentence,  when  many  of  them 
protested  their  entire  innocence,  after  which  the  pre- 
siding judge  condemned  12  of  the  number  to  the  fol- 
lowing terms  of  imprisonment,  with  hard  labor,  within 
the  State's  prison,  situate  in  their  county:  Ainnii 
Filley,  ten  years ;  Orlando  L.  Williams,  ten  years; 
\.niii  Mount,  eight  years;  Andrew  J.  Freeland,  eight 
years;  Eben  Farnham,  eight  years ;  William  Corvin, 
eight  years;  Richard  Price,  eight  years;  Evan  Price. 
eighl  years;  Lyman  Champlin,  five  years;  Willard 
W.  Champlin,  live  years;  Erastus  Champlin,  five 
years;  Erastus  Smith,  five  years. 

In  r840.Gov.  Barry  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  beet,  and  visited  Europe 
to  obtain  information  in  reference  to  its  culture. 

He  was  twice  Presidential  Elector,  and  his  last 
public  servii  e  was  that  of  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Demoi  ratic  Convention  held  in  Chicago  ill  [864. 

He  was  a  man  who,  throughout 'life,  maintained  a 
high  character  for  integrity  and  fidelity  to  the  trusts 
iwed  upon  him,  whether  of  a  public  or  a  private 
nature,  and  he  is  acknowledged  by  all  to  have  been 
one  of  the  most  efficient  and  popular  Governors  the 
Slate  lias  ever  had. 

Gov.  Barry  was  a  man  of  incorruptible  integrity. 
lb-  opinions,  which  he  reached  by  the  most  thorough 
investigation,  he  held  tenaciously.  His  strong  con- 
virtnins  anil  outspoken  honesty  made  it  impossible  for 
him  to  take  an  undefined  position  when  a  principle 
was  involved.  His  attachments  and  prejudices  were 
.  yet  he  was  never  ace  used  of  favoritism  in  his 
administration  of  public  affair-.  As  a  speaker  lie  was 
not  remarkable.  Solidity,  rather  than  brilliancy,  char- 
acterized his  oratory,  which  is  described  as  argument- 
ative and  instructive,  but  cold,  hard,  and  entirely 
wanting  in  rhetorical  ornament.  He  was  never  elo- 
quent, seldom  humorous  or  sarcastic,  and  in  manner 
rather  awkw.nl 

Although  Mi.  Barry's  educational  advantages  were 
so  limited,  he  was  a  life-long  student.  He  mastered 
both  ancient  and  modern  languages,  and  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  history.  No  man  owed  less 
ilitical  intrigue  as  a  means  of  gaining  jxjsi- 
tion.  lb-  was  a  true  statesman,  and  gained  public  es- 
ilid  worth.  His  political  connections 
were  always  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  opin- 
ions were  usually  extreme. 

Mr.  Barry  retired  to  private  life  after  the  beginning 

ol  the  1  the  Republican  party,  and  car- 

1  his  mercantile  business  at  Constantine.      He 

died  Jan.  14,  187   .  lu's  wife'-  death  having  occurred  a 

year  previous,  Marc!  H    j  left  no  children. 
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LPHEUS  FELCH,  the   third 

Governor  of  Michigan,  was 
born  in  Limerick,  Maine,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1S06.  Hisgrand- 
father,  Abijah  Felch,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolution  ;  and 
when  a  young  man,  having  with 
others  obtained  a  grant  of  land  be- 
tween the  Great  and  Little  Ossipee 
Rivers,  in  Maine,  moved  to  that  re- 
gion when  it  was  yet  a  wilderness. 
The  father  of  Mr.  Felch  embarked  in 
mercantile  life  at  Limerick.  He  was 
the  first  to  engage  in  that  business  in 
that  section,  and  continued  it  until 
his  death.  The  death  of  the  father, 
'  followed  within  a  year  by  the  deatli  of 
the  mother,  left  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  then  three 
years  old,  to  the  care  of  relatives,  and  he  found  a 
home  with  his  paternal  grandfather,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death.  Mr  Felch  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  school  and  a  neighboring 
academy.  In  1821  he  became  a  student  at  Phillips 
Exter  Academy,  and,  subsequently,  entered  Bowdoin 
College,  graduated  with  the  class  of  1827.  He  at 
once  began  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  at  Bangor,  Me.,  in  1S30. 

He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Houlton, 
Me.,  where  he  remained  until  1833.  The  severity 
of  the  climate  impaired  his  health,  never  very  good, 
and  he  found  it  necessary  to  seek  a  change  of  climate. 
He  disposed  of  his  library  and  started  to  seek 
a  new  home.     His  intention   was  to  join  his  friend, 


Sargent  S.  Prentiss,  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  but  on  his 
arrival  .it  Cincinnati,  Mr.  Felch  was  attacked  by 
cholera,  and  when  he  had  recovered  sufficiently  to 
permit  of  his  traveling,  found  that  the  danger  of  the 
disease  was  too  great  to  permit  a  journey  down  the 
river.  He  therefore  determined  to  come  to  Michi- 
gan. He  first  began  to  practice  in  this  State  at  Mon- 
roe, where  he  continued  until  1S43,  when  he  removed 
to  Ann  Arbor.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture in  1835,  and  continued  a  member  of  that  body 
during  the  years  1836  and  1837.  While  he  held  this 
office,  the  general  banking  law  of  the  Stale  was  enact- 
ed, and  went  into  operation.  After  mature  delibera- 
tion, he  became  convinced  that  the  proposed  system 
of  banking  could  not  prove  beneficial  to  the  public 
interests  ;  and  that,  instead  of  relieving  the  people 
from  the  pecuniary  difficulties  under  which  they  were 
laboring,  it  would  result  in  still  further  embarrass- 
ment. He,  therefore,  opposed  the  bill,  and  pointed 
out  to  the  House  the  disasters  which,  in  his  opinion, 
were  sure  to  follow  its  passage.  The  public  mind, 
however,  was  so  favorably  impressed  by  the  measure 
that  no  other  member,  in  either  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, raised  a  dissenting  voice,  and  but  two  voted  with 
him  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Early  in  1838,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Bank  Commissioners  of  the 
State,  and  held  that  office  for  moie  than  a  year.  I  fir- 
ing this  time,  the  new  banking  law  had  given  birth  to 
that  numerous  progeny  known  as  "wild-cat"  bank--. 
Almost  every  village  had  its  bank.  The  country  was 
flooded  with  depressed  "wild-cat"  money.  The  ex- 
aminations of  the  Hank  Commissioners  brought  to 
light  frauds  at  every  point,  which  were  fearlessly  re 
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egislature,  and  were  followed  by  crim- 
inal prosecutions  of  the  guilty  parties,  and  the  <  losing 
of  many  of  then  institutions.  The  duties  ol  the  of- 
fic<  were  mo  1  laborious,  and  in  [839  Mr.  Kelch  re- 
signed. Tin-  chartered  right  of  almost  every  bank 
had,  in  the  meantime,  bi  declared  forfeited 
the  law  repealed.  It  was  subsequently  decided  to 
be  constitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  S 
In  the  year  1842  Governor  Felch  was  appointed 
to  the  office  ot  Vuditor  General  of  the  Stale;  but 
after  holding  the  office  only  a  few  weeks,  was  com- 
missioned by  the  Governor  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  t  he 
Supreme  Court,  to  lill  a  vacant  j  caused  bj  the  resig- 
nation of  Judge  Fletcher.  In  fanuary,  1843,  he  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  an  unexpired 
term.  In  1845  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Michigan, 
and  entered  upon  his  duties  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  year.  In  1847  '1C  w:ls  elected  a  Senator 
in  Congress  for  six  years;  and  at  once  retired  from 
the  office  of  Governor,  by  resignation,  which  took 
effect  March  4,  [847,  when  his  Senatorial  term  com- 
menced. While  a  member  of  the  Senate  he  acted  on 
the  Committee  on  Public  bands,  and  for  four  years 
was  its  Chairman.  He  tilled  the  honorable  position 
ol  Senator  with  becoming  dignity,  and  with  gnat 
credit  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Muring  Oovernor  Fetch's  administration  the  two 
railroads  belonging  to  the  State  were  sold  to  private 
corporations,  —the  Central  for  §2,000,000,  and  the 
Southern  for  $500,000.  The  exports  of  the  State- 
amounted  in  [846  to  $4,647,608.  The  total  capacity 
of  vessels  enrolled  in  the  collection  district  at  I  »elroit 
was  j6,()2S  tons,  the  steam  vessels  having  8,400  and 
the  sailing  vessels  1  <S,5 28  tons,  the  whole  giving  em- 
ployment to  18,000  seamen.  In  1847,  there  were  39 
counties  in  the  State,  containing  435  townships  ;  and 
275  of  these  townships  were  supplied  with  good  libra- 
ontaining  an  aggregate  of  37,000  volumes. 

At  the  .  lose  of  his  Senatorial  term,  in  M  m  h,  1853, 
Mi.  I  el.  ii  u  is  appointed,  by  President  Pierce,  one  of 
the  Commissioners  to  adjust  and  settle  the  Spanish 


and  Mexican  land   1  laims  in    California,    under  the 

ol  Gaudalupe  Hidalgo,  and  an  .1.  1  n\  <  bn{ 
passed  for  that  purpose,  lie  went  to  California  in 
May,  1853,  and  was  made  President  of  the  Commis- 
sion. The  duties  of  this  offiee  were  ot  the  most  im- 
portant and  delicate  character.  The  interest  of  the 
new  State,  and  the  fortunes  of  main  of  its  citizens, 
both  the  native  .Mexican  population  and  the  recent 
American  immigration  ;  the  right  of  the  Pueblos  to 
their  common  lands,  and  of  the  Catholic  Church  to 
the  lands  of  the  Missions, — the  most  valuable  of  the 
State, — wereinvolved  in  the  adjudicationsof  this  Com- 
mission. In  March,  1856,  their  labors  were  brought 
lose  by  the  final  disposition  of  all  the  claims 
which  were  presented.  The  record  of  their  proceed- 
ings,— the  testimony  which  was  given  in  each  case, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  thereon, — 
i  (insisting  of  some  forty  large  volumes,  was  de]>osited 
in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  at  Washington. 

In  lime  of  that  year,  Governor  Felch  returned  to 
Ann  Arbor,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  princi- 
pally in  legal  business.  Since  his  return  he  has 
been  nominated  for  Governor  and  also  for  I".  S.  Sen- 
ator, and  twice  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  But 
tlte  Democratic  party,  to  which  he  has  always  been 
attached,  being  in  the  minority,  he  failed  of  an  elec- 
tion. In  187  5  he  withdrew  from  the  active  practice 
of  law,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  tour  in  Europe, 
in  1875  has  since  led  a  life  of  retirement  at  his  home 
in  Ann  Arbor.  In  1877  the  University  of  Michigan 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  1. 1..  I).  For 
many  years  he  was  one  of  the  Regents  of  Michigan 
ersity,  and  in  the  spring  of  1S79  was  appointed 
Tappan  Professoroi  Law  in  the  same.  Mr.  Felch  is 
the  oldest  surviving  member  of  the  Legislature  from 
Monroe  i.\,.,  1  he  oldest  and  only  surviving  Bank  Com- 
missioner of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Auditor 
General  of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Governor  of 
the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Michigan,  and  the  oldest  surviving  United 
States    Senatoi    bom    the    State   of    Michigan. 
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ILL1AM      L.      GREENLY) 
IsGovernor  of  Michigan  for  the 
year  1847,  was  born  at  Hamil- 
ton, Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
U.tJ-ify       18,1813.   He  graduated  at  Un- 
'    ion     College,     Schenectady,     in 
1831,  studied  law  and  was   ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in    1834.      In 
<i      1836,  having  removed  to  Michi- 
■    ^»   gar.,  he  settled  in  Adrian,  where 
he  has    since    resided.     The    year 
following   his  arrival  in    Michigan 
he  was  elected  State  Senator  and 
served  in  that  capacity  until    1839. 
In  1845  he  was  elected  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor and  became  acting  Governor 
by  the  resignation   of  Gov.    Feb  h, 
who   was    elected    to    the    United 
States  Senate. 

The  war  with  Mexico  was  brought 
to  a  successful  termination  during  Gov.  Greenly  s 
administration.  We  regret  to  say  that  there  are  only 
few  records  extant  of  the  action  of  Michigan  troops 
in  the  Mexican  war.  That  many  went  there  and 
fought  well  are  points  conceded  ;  but  their  names  and 
nativity   are   hidden  away  in  United  States  archives 


and  where  it  is  almost    impossible  to  find  them. 

The  soldiers  of  this  State  deserve  much  of  the 
credit  of  the  memorable  achievements  of  Co.  K  3d 
Dragoons,  and  Cos.  A,  E,  and  G  of  the  L".  S.  Inf. 
The  two  former  of  these  companies,  recruited  in  this 
State,  were  reduced  to  one-third  their  original  num- 
ber. 

In  May,  1846, the  Governor  of  Michigan  was  noti- 
fied by  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States  to 
enroll  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness for  service  whenever  demanded.  At  his  sum- 
mons 13  independent  volunteer  companies,  1  1  of 
infantry  and  two  of  cavalry,  at  once  fell  into  line.  (  M 
the  infantry  four  companies  were  from  Detroit,  bear- 
ing the  honored  names  of  Montgomery,  Lafayette, 
Scott  and  Brady  upon  their  banners.  Of  the  re- 
mainder Monroe  tendered  two,  Lenawee  County  three, 
St.  Clair,  Berrien  and  Hillsdale  each  one,  and  Wayne 
County  an  additional  company.  Of  these  alone  the 
veteran  Bradys  were  accepted  and  ordered  into  ser- 
vice. In  addition  to  them  ten  companies,  making  the 
First  Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteers,  springing 
from  various  parts  of  the  State,  but  embodying  to  a 
great  degree  the  material  of  which  the  first  volunteers 
was  formed,  were  not  called  for  until  October  follow- 
ing. This  regiment  was  soon  in  readiness  and  pro- 
ceeded by  orders  from  Government  to  the  seat  of  war. 
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HE    HON.     EPAPHRODI- 
TUS  RANSOM,  the  Seventh 
J*  Governor  of  Michigan,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts.     In 
that  State  he  received   a  col- 
legiate education,  studied    law, 
and  was  admitted    to    the    bar. 
i      Removing    to   Michigan    about 
the  time  of  its  admission  to  the 
^    Union,  he  took  up  his  residence 
at  Kalamazoo. 

Mr.  Ransom  served  with  marked 
aoility  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  in  1837  he  was  appointed  As- 
sociate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1S43  he 
was  promoted  to  Chief  Justice,  which  office  he  re- 
tained until  1845,  when  he  resigned. 

Shortly  afterwards  he  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  building  of  plank  roads  in  the  western  portion  of 
the  State,  and  in  this  business  lost  the  greater  portion 
of  the  property  which  he  had  accumulated  by  years 
of  toil  and  industry. 

Mr.  Ransom  became  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1847,  and  served  during  one 
term,  performing  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a  truly 
statesmanlike  manner.  He  subsequently  became 
President  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  Society,  in 
which  position  he  displayed   the    same   abiU'y   that 


shone  forth  so  prominently  in  his  acts  as  Governor 
He  held  the  office  of  Regent  of  the  Michigan  Univer- 
sity several  times,  and  ever  advocated  a  liberal  ]>olicy 
in  its  management. 

Subsequently  he  was  appointed  receiver  of  tht 
land  office  in  one  of  the  districts  in  Kansas,  by  Pres- 
ident Buchanan,  to  which  State  he  had  removed,  and 
where  he  died  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
office. 

We  sum  up  the  events  and  affairs  of  the  State  un- 
der Gov.  Ransom's  administration  as  follows:  The 
Asylum  for  the  Insane  was  establised,  as  also  the 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind.  Both  of 
these  institutes  were  liberally  endowed  with  land-', 
and  each  of  them  placed  in  charge  of  a  board  of  five 
trustees.  The  appropriation  in  1849  for  the  deaf  and 
dumb  and  blind  amounted  to  $81,500.  On  the  first 
of  March,  1 S48,  the  first  telegraph  line  was  com- 
pleted from  New  York  to  Detroit,  and  the  first  dis- 
patch transmitted  on  that  day.  The  following  figures 
show  the  progress  in  agriculture  :  The  land  reported 
as  under  cultivation  in  1848  was  1,437, 4(10  acres;  ol 
wheat  there  were  produced  4,749,300  bushels;  other 
grains,  8,197,767  bushels;  wool,  1,645,756  pounds; 
maple  sugar,  1,774,369  pounds;  horses,  52,305  ;  cat- 
tle, 210,268;  swine,  752,541;  sheep,  610,534;  while 
the  flour  mills  numbered  2 2X,  and  the  lumber  mills 
amounted  to  730.  1847,  an  act  was  passed  removing 
the  Legislature  from  Detroit  to  I  ansing,  and  tempo- 
rary buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature  were  im- 
mediately erected,  at  a  cost  of  $12,450. 


-O*^ 


^b 


GOVERNORS  OF   MICHIGAN. 


129 


^ 


■^i- 


HHHI   McCLELLAM). 

AAA  A,*;*^A-ifeA*ite*-A.A-:lv  A-  A  A . .  -■ ■■••■-■•  ■?■  ■  ■    •  ■''•  A  A  &*  *  A,A  A  A, A 


SW5$ 


P^ 


obert      McClelland, 

B&  Governor  of  Michigan  from 
Jan.  1,  1852,  to  March  8,1853, 
was  horn  at  Greencastle,  Frank- 
lin Co.,  Penn.,  Aug.  1,  1807. 
Among  his  ancestors  were  several 
officers  of  rank  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  some  of  his  family  con- 
nections were  distinguished  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  that  with  Mexico. 
His  father  was  an  eminent  physician 
and  surgeon  who  studied  under  Dr. 
Benj  Rush,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
practiced  his  profession  successfully 
until  six  months  before  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  84  years.  Although  Mr. 
McClelland's  family  had  been  in  good  circum- 
stances, when  he  was  17  years  old  he  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources.  After  taking  the  usual  pre- 
liminary studies,  and  teaching  school  to  obtain  the 
means,  he  entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle, 
Penn  ,  from  which  he  graduated  among  the  first  in 
his  (lass,  in  1829.  He  then  resumed  teaching,  and 
havi.ig  completed  the  course  of  study  for  the  legal 
profession,  was  admitted  10  the  bar  at  Chambersburg, 
Penn.,  in  1831.  Soon  afterward  he  removed  to  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  practiced  for  almost  a 
year. 

In   1833,  Mr.  McClelland  removed  to   Monroe,    in 


the  Territory  of  Michigan,  where,  after  a  severe  ex- 
amination, he  became  a  member  of  the  bar  of  Michi- 
gan, and  engaged  in  practice  with  bright  prospect  of 
success.  In  1835,  a  convention  was  called  to  frame 
a  constitution  for  the  proposed  State  of  Michigan,  of 
which  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected  a  member.  He 
took  a  prominent  part  in  its  deliberations  and  ranked 
among  its  ablest  debaters.  He  was  appointed  the 
first  Bank  Commissioner  of  the  State,  by  Gov.  Mason, 
and  received  an  offer  of  the  Attorney  Generalship,  but 
declined  both  of  these  offices  in  order  to  attend  to  his 
professional  duties. 

In  1838,  Mi.  McClelland  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  in  which  lie  soon  became  distinguished 
as  the  head  of  several  important  committees.  Speaker 
pro  tempore,  and  as  an  active,  zealous  and  efficient 
member.  In  1840,  Gen.  Harrison,  as  a  candidatefor 
the  Presidency,  swept  the  country  with  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority,  and  at  the  same  time  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan was  carried  by  the  Whigs  under  the  popular  cry 
of"  Woodbridge  and  reform  "  against  the  Democratic 
party.  At  this  time  Mr.  McClelland  stood  among  the 
acknowledged  leaders  of  the  latter  organization  ;  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  State  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  with  others  adopted  a  plan  to  regain  ft  lost 
authority  and  prestige. 

This  party  soon  came  again  into  power  in  the  State, 
and  having  been  returned  to  the  State  Legislature  \i.. 
McClelland's  leadership  was  acknowledged  by  his 
I'ln  linn  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
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)v;.     1  town  to  this   lime   Mid  do 

;ressional  distrn  i     I'll    ill 
\l    1 1..  d  been  elected  Hon    Alpheus 

■  ig  majoril  i  1843,80  I 

the  Demo*  ratic  party  re< 

10  th  '   Vf  1    McClelland   as  a  candidate fo* Con- 
carried  Detroit  clisin.  t  by  a  majority  of  about 
Mi    Mi  Clelland  sou;.  prominent  i 

lion  in  O       ress  among   the   vetuans  of  that    body 
5  lii-!  term  he  was  pla<  ed  on  Committee  on 
lo  janized  and  carried  through    what 
,eu  known  as  the"  Harbor  bills.      The  continued 
mstituency  was  manifested  in  his 
ion  to  the  .'9th  Congress.   At  the  opening  of  tins 
session  he  had  acquired  a  National  reputation,  and  so 
rably  was  he  known  as  a  parlimentarian  that  his 
was  n  sntioned  for  Speaker  of  the  Housed  I 
lesentatives      He  declined  t'  eoffer  in  favor  of  J.  W, 
Davis,ol  I   diana,  who  was  elected.  During  this  term 
he  became  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Commerce,  in 
which  position  his  reports  and  advocacy  of  important 
measures    at  once  attracted    public    attention.      The 
members  ol  tins  committee,  as  an  evidence  of  the  es- 
teem  in  which   they   held    his    services    and  of  their 
mal  regard  for  him,  presented  him  with   a  cane 
a  he  retains  as  a  souvenir  of  the  donors,  and  of 
bors  in   Congress 
In  1847,  Mi     McClelland   was  re-elected   to  Con- 
gress, and  at  the  opening  of  the    30th   Congress    be- 
ame  a  member  "t  the  Committee  on    Fore  gn    Rela- 
tions.     While  acting  in  this  capacity    what  was  known 
.:•:  the  "  French  Spoliation  Bill  "came  under  his  spe- 
harge,  and  his  management  of  the  same  was  such 
as    to    command    universal   approbation         While    111 
Congress     Ml     McClelland  was  an    advocate  of   the 
I  of  petition  as  maintained  by   John  Q.   Adams, 
the  petition,  was  clothed  in  decorous  language 
id  presented  in  the  proper  manner.      This   he    re- 
•_  irdedas  the  citizens'constitutional  right  which  should 

•  impaired  by  any  doctrines  of  temporary   1 
liency.     He  also  voted  for  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Gid- 
s  bill  for  the  abolishing  ol  slavery  111  the  District 
■t  Columbi        Mr   McClelland  was  one  of  the   few 
ociated  with  David  Wilmot,  of  Penn- 
1  b  ig  forward  the  celebrated  "Wilmot 

1  rovis' ,   with  a  view  to  prevent  furthei  extension    of 
slavery   1.  new  territorv  which   might  he  acquired  by 
he  United  States.      He  and    Mi     Wilmot    were    to- 
r  at  the  time  ill    Washington,   and  on    intimate 
.nd  confidential  terms       Mr    Md 
I  National  <  n        d  in  the   1 

ion,  which  nominated    Gen.  Cass  for   President, 
1  valiant  servii  c  that  yeai   fi  n  I    e  elec- 

tion    '       Lt  distin    lished    si    ti  >man.     '  hi    1  aving 
1  \h     McClelland   returned  to    the 

•ice   of  his   professi I    Monroe      In    1850   a 

convention  of  of  Michigan    was  called    to 

revise    the    State    constitution        He    was    electei 


membei  and  was  regarded  therein  as  among  the  ablest 
and  most  experienced  leaders  His  clear  judgment 
and  wise  moderation  were  conspii  nous,  both  in  the 
1  ommittee  room  and  on  the  flooi,  111  debate.  In  1850, 
he  was  President  cf  the  Democratic  Stateconvention 
1  adopted  resolutions  in  supixm  of  Henry  Clay  j 
famous  compromise  measures  of  which  Mr  McCleJ 
land  was  a  strong  advocate  He  was  a  member  oi 
the  Democratic  National  convention  in  1852,  and  in 
that  year  in  company  with  Gen  Cass  and  Governo, 
I'elch  he  made  a  thorough  canvass  of  th  -  State 
He  continued  earnestly  to  advocate  the  Clay  com 
promise  measures,  and  took  an  active  part  hi  tht 
canvass  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Gen  Pierce 
to  the  Presidency 

In  -.851,  the  new  5tat2  constitution  took  effect  an  '■ 
it  was  necessary  thai  a  Governo;  should  be  elected 
for  one  yeai  in  order  to  prevent  an  interregnum;  and 
to  bring  the  State  Government  into  operat::  mdei 
the  new  constitution  Mi  McClelland  was  elected 
Governor,  and  in  the  fall  of  1852  was  re-elected  fc 
a  term  of  two  years  from  Jan  r,  1853.  His  admin- 
istration was  regarded  as  wise,  prudent  and  concilia- 
tory, and  was  as  popular  as  could  be  expected  at  a 
time  when  party  spirit  ran  high  There  was  really 
no  opposition,  and  when  he  resigned,  in  March,  1853, 
the  State  Treasury  was  well  filled,  and  the  State 
otherwise  prosperous  So  widely  and  favorably  hae 
Mr.  McClelland  become  known  as  a  statesman  thai  on 
the  organization  of  thecabir.et  by  Pi.  .-ident  Pierce,  in 
March,  1 S5  3,  he  was  made  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  most  creditably  during  fou. 
years  of  the  Pierce  administration.  He  thoroughly 
re-organized  his  department  and  reduced  theexpend- 
iturc-  He  adopted  a  course  with  the  Indians  which 
relieved  them  from  the  impositions  and  annoyances 
of  the  traders,  and  produced  harmony  and  civilization 
among  them.  During  his  administration  there  was 
neither  1  omplaint  from  the  tribes  nor  corruption  among 
igents.  and  he  left  the  department  in  perfect  ordei 
and  system  In  1867,  Michigan  again  called  a  con 
vention  to  revise  the  State  constitution  Mr.  McClel- 
land was  a  member  and  here  again  his  long  experi 
er.ee  made  him  conspicuous  as  a  prudent  adviser,  a 
ious  parliamentary  leader.  As  a  lawyer  he  was 
terse  and  pointed  in  argument,  clear,  candid  and  ini 
pressive  in  his  addresses  to  the  jury  His  sincerity 
ami  earnestness,  with  which  was  occasionally  mingled 
a  pleasant  humor,  made  him  an  able  and  effective 
advocate.  In  speaking  before  the  people  on  political 
subjects  he  was  especially  forcible  and  happy.  In 
1S70  he  made  the  tour  of  Europe,  which,  through  his 
extensive  personal  acquaintance  with  European  dip- 
lomates,  he  was  enabled  to  enjoy  much  more  than 
most  travelers 

Mi.    McClelland    married,    in     1837,    Miss    Sarah 

E  Sabii Villiamstown     Mass      They   have  had 

six  children   two  of  whom  now  survive. 
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(  NDREVV  PARSONS,  Gover- 
nor of  Michigan  from  Marcli 
1853  to  Jan.  3,  [S55,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Hoosic  k, 
yp  County  of  Rensselaer,  and 
"***  State  of  New  York,  on  the  22fJ 
day  of  July,  1817,  and  died  June 
6,  1S55,  at  the  early  age  of  38 
years.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Parsons,  horn  at  Newburyport, 
ass.,  Oct.  2,  1782,  and  who  was  the 
sen  of  Andrew  Parsons,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  who  was  the  son  of  Phineas 
Parsons,  the  son  of  Samuel  Parsons, 
a  descendant  of  Walter  Parsons,  born 
in  Ireland  in  1290. 
Of  this  name  and  family,  some  one  hundred  and 
riiirtv  \  ears  ago,  Bishop  Gilson  remarked  in  his  edi- 
110  1  of  Camden's  B.'tannia:  "The  honorable  family 
of  Parsons  have  been  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
Vis  ounts  aid  more  lately  Earls  of  Ross." 

I  lie  following  are  descendants  of  these  families: 
S  r  John  Parsons,  born  r48t,was  Mayor  of  Hereford; 
Robert  Parsons  born  in  1546,  lived  near  Bridgewater, 
England.  He  was  educated  at  Ballial  College,  Ox- 
ford, and  was  a  noted  writer  and  defender  of  the 
Komisli  faith.  He  established  an  English  College  at 
Rome  and  another  at  Valladolia.  Frances  Parsons, 
Ixjm  in  [556,  was  Vicar  of  Rothwell,  in  Notingham; 
Bartholomew  Parsons,  born  in  r6iS,  was  another 
noted  member  of  the  family.  In  1634, Thomas  Parsons 
was  knighted  by  Charles  1.  Joseph  and  Benjamin, 
brothers,  were  born   in   Great  Torrington,   England, 


and  accompanied  their  father  and  others  to  New 
England  about  1630.  Samuel  Parsons,  born  at  Salis- 
bury, Mass.,  in  1707,  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1730,  ordained  at  Rye,  N.  H.,  Nov.  3,  1736,  married 
Mary  Jones,  daughter  of  Samuel  Jones,  of  Bostoi  , 
Oct.  9,  1739,  died  Jan.  4,  1789,  at  the  age  of  82,  in 
the  53rd  year  of  his  ministry.  The  grandfather  of  Maty 
Jones  was  Capt.  John  Adams,  of  Boston,  grandson 
of  Henry,  of  Braintree,  who  was  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Massachusetts,  and  from  whom  a  numerous 
race  of  the  name  are  descended,  including  two  Presi- 
dents of  the  United  States.  The  Parsons  have  be- 
come very  numerous  and  are  found  throughout  New 
England,  and  many  of  the  descedants  are  scattered 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  especially  in 
the  Middle  and  Western  States.  Governor  Andrew 
Parsons  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  at  the  age  of  17 
years,  and  spent  the  first  summer  at  Lower  Ann 
Arbor,  where  for  a  few  months  he  taught  school  which 
lie  was  com [>elled  to  abandon  from  ill  health 

He  was  one  of  the  large  number  of  men  of  sterling 
worth,  who  came  from  the  East  to  Michigan  when  it 
was  an  infant  State,  or,  even  prior  to  its  assuming 
the  dignity  of  a  State,  and  who,  by  their  wisdom, 
enterprise  and  energy,  have  developed  its  wonder!  11! 
natural  resources,  until  to-day  it  ranks  with  the  proud- 
est States  of  the  Union.  These  brave  men  came  to 
Michigan  with  nothing  to  aid  them  in  the  conquest 
of  the  wilderness  save  courageous  hearts  and  strong 
and  willing  hands.  They  gloriously  conquered,  how- 
ever, and  tc  them  is  due  all  honor  for  the  labors 
so  nobly  performed,  for  the  solid  and  sure  foundation 
which    they   laid    of   a    great    Commonwealth. 
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In  the  fall  of  1835,  he  explored  the  Grand  River 
Will  il  1  .iiioi'.  the  whole  length  ol  the   river, 

lacksoi  -  I  Ice  Michigan, and  pen:  the  following 
n  inter  as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Prairie  Creek,  in  Ionia, 
ily,  and  in  the  spring  went  to  Marshall,  where  lie 
resided  with  his  brother,  the  Hon.  Luke  II.  Parsons, 
1  -  a  0  sed,  until  fall,  when  he  went  to  Shia- 
WaSseCotlM)  .then  with  Clinton  County,  and  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness  and  constituting  one  organized 
township.  In  1837  'his  territory  was  organized  into 
a  county  and,  at  the  age  of  only  [9  years,  he  (An- 
drew) was  elected  County  Clerk.  In  1840,  he  was 
elected  Register  of  Deeds,  re-elected  in  1842,  and 
also  in  1844.  In  184(1,  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  was  appointed  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  1848, 
and  elected  Regent  of  the  University  in  1851,  and 
Lieutenant  Governor,  and  became  acting  Governor, 
in  1853,  elected  again  to  the  Legislature  in  1854,  and, 
overcome  by  debilitated  health,  haul  labor  and  the 
p  1  isibilities  of  his  office  and  cares  of  his  business, 
retired  to  his  farm    where  he  died  soon  after. 

He  was  a  fluent  and  persuasive  speaker  and  well 
•  ill  tl.ited  to  make  friends  of  his  acquantances.  He 
was  always  true  to  his  trust,  and  the  whole  world 
1  0  ild  not  persuade  nor  drive  him  to  do  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  wrong.  When  Governor,  a  most  power- 
ful railro.nl  influence  was  brought  to  bear  ujwn  him, 
to  induce  him  lo  call  an  extra  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. Meetings  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  State 
for  tli  ose.      In   some   sections    the    resolutions 

were  of  a  laudatory  nature,  intending  to  make  him  do 
their  bidding  by  resort  to  friendly  and  flattering  words 
In  other  places  the  resolutions   were  of  .1  demanding 
nature,  while  in  others  they  were  threatening  I  < 
measure.      Fearing  that    all    these    influences    might 
fail  to  induce  him  to  call   the  extra    session,  a   large 
sum  ot  money  was  sen)  him,  and  liberal  offers  ten- 
dered him  if  he  would  gratify  the  railroad   interest  of 
the  State   and  call  the  extra  session,  but,  immovable, 
he     returned     the     money    and    refused     to     ri 
any  favois,  whether  from  any  patty  who   would    at- 
tempt to  corrupt  'tiin  by  laudations    li  1-.  01 


by  threats,  and  in  a  short  letter  to  the  people,  alter 
giving  overwhelming  reasons  that  no  sensible  man 
could  dispute,  showing  the  circumstances  were  ml 
"extraordinary,"  he  refused  to  call  the  extra  session. 
This  brought  down  the  wrath  of  various  parties  u|X)n 
his  head,  but  they  were  soon  forced  to  acknowledge 
the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  his  course.  One  oi 
his  greatest  enemies  said,  after  a  long  acquaintance: 
"though  not  always  coinciding  with  his  views  1  never 
doubted  his  honesty  of  purpose.  He  at  all  times 
sought  to  perform  his  duties  in  strict  accordance, 
with  the  dictates  of  Ins  conscience,  and  the  behests 
of  his  oath."  The  following  eulogium  from  a  politcal  op- 
ponent is  just  in  its  conception  and  creditable  to  its 
author:  "Gov.  Larsons  was  a  politician  ol  the  Dem- 
ocratic school,  a  man  of  pure  moral  character,  fixed 
and  exemplary  habits,  and  entirely  blameless  in  every 
public  and  private  relation  of  life.  As  a  politician  he 
was  •  undid,  frank  and  free  from  bitterness,  as  an  ex- 
ecutive officer  firm,  constant  and  reliable."  The 
st  commendations  we  can  pay  the  deceased  is 
to  give  his  just  record, — that  of  being  an  honest  man. 
In  the  spring  of  1854,  during  the  administration  of 
Governor  Parsons,  the  Republican  party,  at  least 
as  a  State  organization,  was  first  formed  in  the  United 
States  "  under  the  oaks  "  at  Jackson,  by  anti-slavery 
men  of  both  the  old  parties.  Great  excitement  pre- 
vailed at  this  time,  occasioned  by  the  settling  of 
Kansas,  and  the  issue  thereby  brought  up,  whether 
slavery  should  exist  there.  Lor  the  purpose  of  permit- 
ting slavery  there,  the  "  Missouri  compromise"  (whic'i 
limited  slavery  to  the  south  of  360  30")  was  re- 
repealed,  under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas. 
This  was  repealed  by  1  bill  admitting  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  into  the  Union,  as  Territories,  and  those  who 
were  opposed  to  this  repeal  measure  were  in  short 
called.  "  anti-Nebraska  "  men.  The  epithets,  "Ne- 
braska" and  "anti-Nebraska,'  were  temporally  em- 
ployed   to    designate    the   slavery     and     anti-slaver) 

^.  pending  the  desolution  of  the  old    Demi  1 
and  Whig  parties   and   the  organization    of   the 
•    Deu.  d    Republican   parlies  of  the  present 
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Kinsley  S.  Bingham. 


INSLEY  S.  BINGHAM, 
$L  Governor  of  Michigan  from 
1855  to  1859,  and  United 
States  Senator,  was  horn  in 
Camillus,  Onondaga  County, 
N.  V.,  Dec.  16,  1808.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  his  own 
early  life  was  consequently  de- 
voted to  agricultural  pursuits,  but 
notwithstanding  the  disadvan- 
tages related  to  the  acquisition 
of  knowledge  in  the  life  of  a  farmer 
he  managed  to  secure  a  good  aca- 
demic education  in  his  native  State 
and  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Gen.  James  R.  Lawrence,  now  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of 
1833,  he  married  an  estimable  lady 
who  had  recently  arrived  from  Scot- 
land, and  obeying  the  impulse  of  a 
naturally  enterprising  disposition, 
he  emigrated  to  Michigan  and 
purchased  a  new  farm  in  company 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Robert 
Worden,  in  Green  Oak,  Livingston  County.  Here,  on 
the  border  of  civilization,  buried  in  the  primeval  for- 
est, our  late  student  commenced  the  arduous  task  of 
preparing  a  future  home,  clearing  and  fencing,  put- 
ting up  buildings,  etc.,  at  sin  h    .1    rate   that   the   land 


(  hoseri  was  soon  reduced  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

Becoming  deservedly  prominent,  Mr.  Bingham  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Post- 
master under  the  Territorial  government,  and  was  the 
first  Probate  Judge  in  the  county.  In  the  year  1830. 
when  Michigan  1  ecanie  a  State,  he  was  elected  to  the 
first  Legislature.  He  was  four  times  re-elected,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  three  years. 
In  1846  he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  Rep- 
resentative to  Congress,  and  was  the  only  practical 
farmer  in  that  body.  He  was  never  forgetful  of  the 
interest  of  agriculture,  and  was  in  particular  opposed 
to  the  introduction  of  "  Wood's  Patent  Cast  Iron 
Plow  "  which  he  completely  prevented.  He  was  re- 
elected to  Congress  in  184S,  during  which  time  he 
strongly  opposed  the  extension  of  slavery  in  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  and  was  committed  to 
and  voted  for  the  Wilmot   Proviso. 

In  1S54,  at  the  first  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  in  consequence  of  his  record  in  Congress  as  a 
Free  Soil  Democrat,  Mr.  Bingham  was  nominated 
and  elected  Governor  of  the  State,  and  re-elected  in 
1856.  Still  faithful  to  the  memory  of  his  own  formet 
occupation,  he  did  not  forget  the  farmers  during  his 
administration,  and  among  other  profits  of  his  zeal  in 
their  behalf,  he  became  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing 

In  1S59,  Governor  Bingham  was  elected  Senator  in 
Congress  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  stormy  1  anv 
piigu  in  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln      He  wit- 
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d  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war  while  a 
member  ol  the  United  States  Senate.  After  a  com- 
paiativeh  short  life  oi  remarkable  promise  and  pub- 

ctivity  he  was  attacked  with  appoplexj  and 
suddenly  at  his  residence,  in  ( Jreen  ( )ak,  <  let.  5,  .So  1. 
rhe  most  noticable  event  in  Governor  Bingham's 
first  term  was  the  completion  of  the  ship  canal,  at  the 
Falls  of  St.  Mary.  In  185.:,  August  26,  an  act  of 
Congress  was  approved,  granting  to  the  Mich- 

igan seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  a<  res  of  land 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  ship  canal  between 
Lakes  Huron  and  Superior.  In  1853,  the  Legislature 
accepted  the  grant,  and  provided  tor.  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  select  the  donated  land-,  .mil  to 
arrange  for  building  the  canal.  A  company  of  enter 
prising  men  was  formed,  and  a  contract  was  entered 
into  by  which  it  was  arranged  that  the  canal  should 
he  finished  in  two  years,  and  the  work  was  pushed 
rapidly  forward.  Every  article  of  consumption,  ma- 
chinery, working  implements  and  materials,  timber 
for  the  gates,  Stones  !<>i  the  locks,  as  well  as  men  and 
supplies,  had  to  he  transported  to  the  site  of  the  canal 
from  I  letroit,  Cleveland,  and  other  lake  ports.  The 
rapids  which  had  to  he  surmounted  have  a  tall  of 
seventeen  feet  and  are  about  one  mile  long.  The 
length  ol  the  canal  is  less  than  one  mile,  its  width  one 
hundred  feet,  depth  twelve  feet  and  it  has   two   locks 

of  solid  masonary.  In  May,  1855,  the  work  was  com- 
pleted, accepted  by  the  commissioners,  and  formally 
delivered  to  the  State  authorities. 

The  disbursements  on  account  of  the  construction 
of  the  canal  and  selecting  the  lands  amounted  to 
million  of  dollars;  while  the  lands  which  wen 
signed  to  the  company,  and  selected  through  the 
agency  at  the  Sault,  as  well  as  certain  lands  in  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Peninsulas,  filled  to  an  acre  the 
Government  grant.  The  opening  of  the  canal  >vas 
an  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  improvement 
te  State.  It  was  a  valuable  link  in  the  chain  of 
lake  commerce,  and  particularly  important  to  the 
interests  of  tlie  Upper  Peninsula. 

There  were  several  educational,  <  burnable  and  re- 
formatory institutions  inaugurated  and  opened  during 
Gov.  Bingham's  administrations.     The  Michigan 
ricull  tablishment  to  a  provision 

of  the  State  Constitution  of  1850.      Vrticle    1  ; 
"  The  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as   practicable,   pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural    si  hool." 
For  the  purpose  of  carving  into  practice  this  pro\ 
legislation  was  commenced  in  1855,  and  the  act  re- 
quired that  tin  hould  be  within  ten    mil. 
Lansing,  and  thai  nol  more  than  Si  5  an  acre   ->! 
be  paid  for  the  firm  and  college   grounds.     Th( 
lege  was  opened  to  studei  ts  in  M  i\  .  1857,  the  first  of 
existing  argricultui  -  in  the    I  nited   v 
Until  the  spring  of    l86i,il    was   undet  aitrol 
of  the  State  Board  ol    E                ;  since  that  time   il 
has  been  under  tin-                ment  of  the  State    I 


ol    Agriculture,  which  was  created  for  that   purpose. 
In  its  essential  features,  of  combining    study  and 

.  and  of  uniting  general  and  professional  studies 
in  its  course,  the  college  has  remained  virtually  un- 
changed from  the  first.  It  has  a  steady  growth  in 
number  of  students,  in  means  of  illustration  and 
ittic  iencj  of  instruction. 

The  Agricultural  College  is  three  miles  east  of 
■  omprising  several  fine  buildings;  and  there 
are  also  very  beautiful,  substantial  residences  for  the 
professors.  There  are  also  an  extensive,  well-tilled 
green-house,  a  vet)  large  and  well-equipped  chemical 
laboratory,  one  of  the  most  scientific  apiaries  in  the 
United  States,  a  general  museum,  a  meseum  of  me- 
chanical inventions,  another  of  vegetable  products, 
extensive  barns,  piggeries,  etc.,  etc.,  in  line  trim  for 
the  purposes  designed.  The  farm  consists  of  676 
acres,  of  which  about  300  are  under  cultivation  in  a 
systematic  rotation  of  crops. 

Adrian  College  was  established  by  the    Wesleyan 
Methodists  in  1S59,  now   under    the    control    of   the 
Methodist  Church.     The  grounds  contain  about    20 
There  are  four  buildings,  capable  of  accom- 
modating about  2J5    students.     Attendance   in    1875 

179;  total  number  of  graduates  for  previous  year, 
[21  ;  ten  professors  and  teachers  are  employed.  Ex- 
clusive of  the  endowment  fund  ($80,000),  the  assets 
of  the  institution,  including  grounds,  buildings,  furni- 
ture, apparatus,  musical  instruments,  outlying  lands, 
etc.,  amount  to  more  than  $137,000. 

Hillsdale  College  was  established  in  [855  by  the 
Free  Baptists.  The  Michigan  Central  College,  at 
Spring  Arbor,  was  incorporated  in  1845  It  was  kept 
in  operation  until  it  was  merged  into  the  present 
Hillsdale  College.  The  site  comprises  25  acres. 
beautifully  situated  on  an  eminence  in   the    western 

of  the  city  of  Hillsdale.  The  large  and  im[»s- 
ing  building  first  erected  was  nearly  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1S74,  and  in  its  place  five  buildings  of  a  more 
modern  style  have  been  erected.  They  are  of  brick, 
three  stories  with  basement,  arranged  on  three  sides 
of  a  quadrangle.  The  size  is,  respectively,  So  by  80, 
48  b)  72,  48  by  72,  80  by  60,  52  by  72,  and  they  1 
tain  one-half  more  room  than   the    original  buili 

The  State  Reform  School.     This  was  established 

al  I  arising  in  1855,111  the  northeastern  portii 

1  ity,   as   the    House  of   1  -       n    for    Juvenile    1  If- 

fenders,  having  about  it  many  of  the  features  ol   a 

; 9  the  name  was  changed  to  the  State 

an  School.  The  government  and  dicipline,  have 
1  rgone  many  and  radical  changes,  until  all  the 
prison  features  have  been  removed  except  those  that 
remain  in  the  walls  of  the  original  Structure,  and 
which  remain  only  as  monuments  of  instructive  his- 
tory. No  bolts,  liars  or  guards  are  employed.  The 
inmates  are  necessarily  kept  under  the  surveillance  of 

rs,  but  the  attempts  at  escape  ate  much  fewer 
than   nader  the  more  rigid  regime  of  former   days. 


-RY 


' 


cr£j^       ^rl^-^u^^^- 


GO  VERNOliS  OF  MICHIGAN. 


i4r 


OSES  WISNER.  Governor  of 
SLMichigan  from  1S59  to  1861, 
^  was  born  in  Springport,  Cayu- 
ga Co..  N  Y.,  June  3,  1 8 1 5. 
His  early  education  was  only 
™  what  could  be  obtained  at  a 
5 common  school.  Agricultural  labor 
and  frugality  of  his  parents  gave 
him  a  physical  constitution  of  unus- 
ual strength  and  endurance,  which 
(was  ever  preserved  by  temperate  hab- 
its. In  1837  he  emigrated  to  Michi- 
ffi  gan  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Lapeer 
County  It  was  new  land  and  he  at 
once  set  to  work  to  clear  it  and  plant 
crops.  He  labored  diligently  at  his 
task  for  two  years,  when  he  gave  up 
the  idea  of  being  a  farmer,  and  removed  to  Pontiac, 
Oakland  Co.  Here  he  commenced  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  his  brother,  George  W.  Wisner,  and 
Rufus  Hosmer.  In  1841  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
and  established  himself  in  his  new  vocation  at  the 
village  of  Lapeer.  While  there  he  was  apppointed 
by  Gov.  Woodbridge  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  that 
county,  in  which  capacity  he  acquitted  himself  well 
and  gave  promise  of  that  eminence  he  afterward  at- 
tained in  the  profession.  He  remained  at  Lapeer  but 
a  short  time,  removing  to  Pontiac,  where  he  became 
a  member  of  a  firm  and  entered  fully  upon  the 
practice. 

In  politics  he  was  like  his  talented  brother,  a  Whig 
nf  the  Henry  Clay  stamp,  but  with  a  decided  anti- 
slavery  bias.     His    practice  becoming  extensive,    he 


took  little  part  in  politics  until  after  the  election  of 
Mr.  Pierce  to  the  Presidency  in  1852,  when  lie  took  an 
active  part  against  slavery.  As  a  lawyer  he  was  a 
man  of  great  ability,  but  relied  less  upon  mere  book 
learning  than  upon  his  native  good  sense.  Libeial 
and  courteous,  was  he  yet  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
his  client,  and  no  facts  escaped  his  attention  or  his 
memory  which  bore  upon  the  case.  He  was  no  friend 
of  trickery  or  artifice  in  conducting  a  case  As  an  ad- 
vocate he  had  few  equals.  When  fully  aroused  by  the 
merits  of  his  subject  his  eloquence  was  at  once  grace- 
ful and  powerful.  His  fancies  supplied  the  most 
original,  the  most  pointed  illustrations,  and  his  logic 
became  a  battling  giant  under  whose  heavy  blows  the 
adversary  shrank  and  withered.  Nature  had  be- 
stowed upon  him  rare  qualities,  and  his  powers  as  a 
popular  orator  were  of  a  high  order. 

On  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  of 
1854,  repealing  the  Missouri  compromise  and  opening 
the  Territories  to  slavery,  he  was  among  the  foremost 
in  Michigan  to  denounce  tne  shamful  scheme.  He 
actively  participated  in  organizing  and  consolidating 
the  elements  opposed  to  it  in  that  State,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  popular  gathering  at  Jackson,  in  July, 
1854,  which  was  the  first  formal  Republican  Convert 
tion  held  in  the  United  States.  At  this  meeting  the 
name  "  Republican  "  was  adopted  as  a  designation  of 
the  new  party  consisting  of  Anti-slavery,  Whigs, 
Liberty  men,  Free  Soil  Democrats  and  all  others  op- 
posed to  the  extension  of  slavery  and  favorable  to  its 
expulsion  from  the  Territories  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  At  this  convention  Mr.  VV  was  urged  to 
accept   the   nomination  for  Attorney  Genera!  of  ihe 
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Si. ib  .  lined.     An  entire  State  ticket  was  nom- 

inated and  at  the  annual  election   in   November  was 

elected  by  .111  average  majority  of  nearly  10,000. 
Mr.  W.  was  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  and  brought  to 
its  support  all  his  personal  influence  and  talents.  In 
his  views  he  was  bold  and  radical.  He  believed  from 
the  beginning  that  the  political  jiower  of  the  slave- 
holders would  have  to  be  overthrown  before  quiet 
could  be  secured  to  the  country.  In  the  Presidential 
canvass  of  1  s 5 ( >  he  supported  the  Fremont,  01  Re- 
publican, ticket.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
1857  he  was  .1  candidate  for  United  States  Senator, 
and  as  such  received  a  very  handsome  support. 

In  [858,  he  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  the 
State  by  the  Republican  convention  that  met  at  De- 
troit, and  at  the  subsequent  November  election  was 
chosen  by  a  very  large  majority.  Before  the  day  of 
the  election  he  had  addressed  the  people  of  almost 
every  county  and  his  majority  was" greater  even  than 
that  of  his  popular  predecessor,  Hon.  K.  S.  Bingham. 
He  served  as  Governor  two  years,  from  Jan.  1,  1850, 
10  Jan.  1,  1S61.  His  first  message  to  the  Legislature 
was  an  able  and  statesman-like  production,  and  was 
read  with  usual  favor.  It  showed  that  he  was  awake 
to  all  the  interests  of  the  State  and  set  forth  an  en- 
lightened State  policy,  that  had  its  view  of  the  rapid 
settlement  of  our  uncultivated  lands  and  the  devel- 
opment of  our  immense  agricultural  and  mineral  re- 
sources. It  was  a  document  that  reflected  the  highest 
credit  ui»n  the  author. 

His  term  having  expired  Jan.  1,  1861,  he  returned 
.0  his  home  in  Pontiac,  and  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  There  were  those  in  the  State  who 
counselled  the  sending  of  delegates  to  the  peace  con- 
ference at  Washington, but  Mr.  W.  was  opposed toall 
such  temporizing  expedients.  His  counsel  was  to 
send  no  delegate,  but  to  prepare  to  fight. 

After  Congress  had  met  and  passed  the  necessary 
egislation  he  resolved  to  take  part  in  the  war.  In 
the  spring  and  summer  of  r862  he  set  to  work  to 
r.u^c  a  regiment  of  infantry,  chiefly  in  Oakland 
County,  where  he  resided.  His  regiment,  the  22A 
Michigan,  was  armed  and  equipped  and  ready  to 
march  in  September,  a  regiment  whose  solid  quali- 
ties were  afterwards  proven  on  many  a  bloody  field. 
Col.  W's.  commission  ion-  tin-  date  of  Sept.  8,  1862. 
Before  parting  with  his  family  he  made  his  will,  lbs 
regiment  was  sent  to    Kentucky    and    quartered    at 


Camp  Wallace.  He  had  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  turned  his  attention  to  military  studies  and  be- 
came proficient  in  the  ordinary  rules  and  discipline. 
His  entire  attention  was  now  devoted  to  his  duties. 
His  treatment  of  his  men  was  kind,  though  his  disci- 
pline was  rigid.  He  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree 
the  spirit  of  command,  and  had  he  lived  he  would 
no  doubt  have  distinguished  himself  as  a  good 
officer.  He  was  impatient  of  delay  and  chafed  at 
being  kept  in  Kentucky  where  there  was  so  little 
prospect  of  getting  at  the  enemy.  But  life  in  camp, 
so  different  from  the  one  he  had  been  leading,  ana 
his  incessant  labors,  coupled  with  that  impatience 
which  was  so  natural  and  so  general  among  the  vol- 
unteers in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  soon  made  their 
influence  felt  upon  his  health.  He  was  seized  with 
typhoid  fever  and  removed  to  a  private  house  near 
Lexington.  Every  care  which  medical  skill  or  the 
hand  of  friendship  could  bestow  was  rendered  him. 
In  the  delirious  wanderings  of  his  mind  he  was  dis- 
ciplining  his  men  and  urging  them  to  be  prepared  for 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy,  enlarging  upon  the  jus- 
tice of  their  cause  and  the  necessity  of  their  crush- 
ing the  Rebellion.  But  the  source  of  his  most  poig- 
nant grief  was  the  prospect  of  not  being  able  to  come 
to  a  hand-to-hand  encounter  with  the  "chivalry." 
He  was  proud  of  his  regiment,  and  felt  that  if  it  could 
find  the  enemy  it  would  cover  itself  with  glory, — a 
distinction  it  afterward  obtained,  but  not  until  Col  \Y. 
was  no  more.  The  malady  baffled  all  medical  treat- 
ment, and  on  the  5th  day  of  Jan.,  [863,  he  breathed 
his  last.  His  remains  were  removed  to  Michigan  and 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Pontiac,  where  they  rest 
by  the  side  of  the  brave  Oen.  Richardson,  who  re- 
ceived his  mortal  wound  at  the  battle  of  Antietam. 
Col.  VV.  was  no  adventurer,  although  he  was  doubtless 
ambitious  of  military  renown  and  would  have  striven 
for  it  with  characteristic  energy.  I  le  went  to  tin  wai 
to  defend  and  uphold  the  principles  lie  had  so  much 
at  heart.  Few  men  were  more  familiar  than  he  with 
uses  and  the  underlying  principles  that  led  to 
the  contest.  He  left  a  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  ol 
Gen.  C.  C.  Hascall,  of  Flint,  and  four  children  to 
mourn  his  loss.  Toward  them  he  ever  showed  the 
tenderest  regard.  Next  to  his  duty  their  love  and 
welfare  engrossed  his  thoughts.  He  was  kind,  gen- 
erous and  brave,  and  like  thousands  of  otheis  he 
sleeps  the  sleep  of  the  martyr  for  his  country. 
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v^*^X#l^    USTIN     BLAIR, 

jIW         h  of     Michigan     from     Jan. 

1861,  to  Jan.  4,  1865,  and 
kown  as  the  War  Governor,  is 
and  illustration  of  the  benifi- 
S.-IV  cent  influence  of  republican  111- 
v  stitutions,  having  inherited  neith- 
er fortune  nor  fame.  He  was  born 
in  a  log  cabin  at  Caroline,  Tomp- 
kins Co,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  8,  18 18. 
His  ancestors  came  from  Scot- 
land in  the  time  of  George  1,  and 
for  many  generations  followed  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture.  His  father, 
1  George  Blair,  settled  in  Tompkins 
County  in  1S09,  and  felled  the  trees  and  erected  the 
first  cabin  in  the  county.  The  last  60  of  the  four- 
score and  four  years  of  his  life  were  spent  on  that 
spot.  He  married  Rhoda  Blackman, who  now  sleeps 
with  him  in  the  soil  of  the  old  homestead.  The  first 
17  years  of  his  life  were  spent  there,  rendering  his 
father  what  aid  he  could  upon  the  farm.  He  then 
spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Cazenovia  Seminary  pre- 
paring for  college;  entered  Hamilton  College,  in 
Clinton,  prosecuted  his  studies  until  the  middle  of 
the  junior  year,  when,  attracted  by  the  fame  of  Dr. 
Nott,  he  changed  to  Union  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1839.  Upon  leaving  col- 
lege Mr.  Blair  read  law  two  years  in  the  office  of  Sweet 
&  Davis,  Owego,  N  Y.,  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
11    1.S41.  and  the  same  year  moved  to  Michigan,  locat- 


ing in  Jackson.  During  a  temporary  residence  in 
Eaton  Rapids,  in  1842,  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  Eaion 
County.  At  the  close  of  the  official  term  he  returned  .0 
l.n  k-,on,  and  as  a  Whig,  zealously  espoused  the  cau>e 
of  Henry  Clay  in  the  campaign  of  1S44.  Hewaschosen 
Representative  to  the  Legislature  in  1845,  at  which 
session,  as  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  lip 
rendered  valuable  service  in  the  revision  of  the  gen- 
eral statutes  ;  also  made  an  able  report  in  favor  oi 
abolishing  the  color  distinction  in  relation  to  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  and  at  the  same  session  was  active  in 
securing  the  abolition  of  capital  punishment.  In  1S48 
Mr.  Blair  refused  longer  to  affiliate  with  the  Whig 
party,  because  of  its  lefusial  to  endorse  in  convention 
any  anti-slavery  sentiment.  He  joined  the  Free-soil 
movement,  and  was  a  delegate  to  their  convention 
which  nominated  Van  Bnten  for  President  that  year 
Upon  the  birth  of  the  Republican  party  at  Jackson, 
in  1854,  by  the  coalition  of  the  Whig  and  Free-soil 
elements,  Mr.  Blair  was  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
movement,  and  acted  as  a  member  of  [he  Committee 
on  Platform.  He  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney 
of  Jackson  County  in  1852  ;  was  chosen  State  Senator 
two  years  later,  taking  his  seat  with  the  incoming  Re- 
publican administration  of  1S55,  and  holding  the 
position  of  parliamentary  leader  in  tiie  Senate.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  which 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  in  i860.  Mr.  Biair 
was  elected  Governor  of  Michigan  in  i860,  and  re- 
elected in  1862,  faithfully  and  honorably  discharge 
the  arduous  duties  of  the  office  during  that  mo'imo- 
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mentous  and  storm)  period  ol  the  Nationshfe.  <  iov. 
Blair  ixsssessed  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  perilous 
situation  from  the  inception  of  the  Rebellion,  and  his 
inaugural  address  foreshadowed  the  prompt  executive 
policy  and  the  administrative  ability  which  cnarac- 
terized    his    gubernatorial    career. 

Never  perhaps  in  the  history  of  a  nation  has 
brighter  example  been  laid  down,  or  a  greater  sacri- 
fice been  made,  than  that  which  distinguished  Mu  h- 
igan  during  the  civil  war.  All,  from  the  "  War  Gov- 
ernor "down  to  the  poorest  citizen  of  the  State,  were 
animated  with  a  patriotic  ardor  at  once  magnificiently 
sublime  and  wisely  direc  ted. 

Very  early  in   1861   the   coming   struggle    cast    its 
shadow  over  the  Nation.  Governor  Blair,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  in  January  of  that  year,  dwelt 
very  forcibly  upon  the  sad  prospects  of  civil  war;  and 
as  forcibly  pledged  the  State  to  support  the  principles 
of  the  Republic.     After   a  review  of  the  conditions 
of  the  State,  he  passed  on  to  a  consideration  of  the 
relations  between  the  free  and   slave  States   of  the 
Republic,  saymg:  "  While  we  are  citizens  of  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  as  such  deeply  devoted   to  her  in- 
terests and  honor,  we  have  a  still  prouder  title.       We 
are  also  citizeas  of  the  United  States  of  America.   By 
this  title  we  are  known  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
In  remote  quarters  of  the  globe,  where  the  names  of 
the  States  are  unknown,  the  nag  of  the  great  Republic, 
the  banner  of  the  stars  and  stripes,  honor  and  protect 
her  citizens.     In  whatever  concerns    the    honor,    the 
prosperity  and  the  perpetuity  of   this  great    Govern- 
ment, we  are  deeply  interested.  The  people  of  Mich- 
igan are  loyal  to  that  Government — faithful  to  its  con- 
stitution and  its  laws.      Under  it  they  have  had  peace 
and  prosperity;  and  under  it  they  mean  to  abide   to 
the  end.     Feeling  a  just  pride  in  the  glorious  history 
of  the  past,  they  will    not  renounce  the  equally  glo- 
rious  hopes  of  the  future.     But  they  will  rally  around 
the  standards  of  the  Nation  and  defend  its  int< 
and  its  constitution,  with   fidelity."    The    final  para- 
graph being  : 
"  I  recommend  you  i(  an  early  day  to  make  mani- 


fest to  the  gentlemen  who  represent  this  State  in  the 
two  Mouses  of  Congress,  and  to  the  country,  that 
Mw  higan  is  loyal  to  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  and 
the  laws  and  will  defend  them  to  the  uttermost 
to  proffer  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
whole  military  power  of  the  State  for  that  puqwse. 
Oh,  for  the  firm,  steady  hand  of  a  Washington,  or  a 
Jackson,  to  guide  the  ship  of  State  in  this  perilous 
storm  !  Let  us  hope  that  we  will  find  him  on  the  4th 
of  March.  Meantime,  let  us  abide  in  the  faith  of  our 
fathers — '  Liberty  and  Union,  one  and  inseparable, 
now  and  forever.'  " 

How  this  stirring  appeal  was  responded  to  by  the 
people  of  Michigan  will  be  seen  by  the  statement 
that  the  State  furnished  88,1 1 1  men  during  the  war. 
Money,  men,  clothing  and  food  were  freely  and  abun- 
dantly supplied  by  this  State  during  all  these  years  of 
darkness  and  blood  shed.  No  State  won  a  brighter 
record  for  her  devotion  to  our  country  than  the  Pen- 
insula State,  and  to  Gov.  Blair,  more  than  to  any 
other  individual  is  due  the  credit  for  its  untiring  zeal 
and  labors  in  the  Nation's  behalf,  and  for  the  heroism 
manifested  in  its  defense. 

Gov.  Blair  was  elected  Representative  to  the 
Fortieth  Congress,  and  twice  re-elected,  to  the  Forty- 
first  and  Forty-second  Congress,  from  the  Third  1  lis- 
trict  of  Michigan.  While  a  member  of  that  body  he 
was  a  strong  supporter  of  reconstruction  measures, 
and  sternly  opposed  every  form  of  repudiation.  His 
speech  upon  the  national  finances,  delivered  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  March  21,  r868,  was  a  clear  and 
convincing  argument.  Since  his  retirement  from  Con- 
gress, Mr  Blair  has  been  busily  occupied  with  his  ex- 
tensive law  practice.  Mr.  Blair  married  Sarah  L. 
Ford,  of  Seneca  County  N.  Y.    in    February,    1840. 

Their  family  consists  of  4  sons — George  H.,  a  postal 
clerk  in  the  railway  mail  service;  Charles  A.,  partner 
with   his  father;    Fred.   J.   and  Austin  T.,  at  home. 

Governor  Blair's  religion  is  of  the  broad  type,  and 
centers  in  the  "Golden  Rule."  In  1883,  Gov.  Blair 
was  nominated  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  bv  the  Republican  piny,  but  was  defeated. 
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ENRY  HOWLAND  CRAPO, 
Governor  of  MichiL.Mii  from 
1865  to  1869,  was  born  May 
24,  1804,  at  Dartmouth,  bris- 
•' ' ■•^'jk  tol  Co.,  Mass.,  and  died  at 
'  Flint,    Mich.,    July    22, 

3  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Jesse 
and  Phoebe  (Howland)  Crapo. 
His  father  was  of  French  descent 
*'  and  was  very  poor,  sustaining  his 
} family  I >y  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  in 
Dartmouth  township,  which  yielded 
nothing  beyond  a  mere  livelihood. 
His  early  life  was  consequently  one 
$1$)  of  toil  and  devoid  oi  advantages  for 
intellectual  culture,  but  his  desire  for 
an  education  seemed  to  know  no  bounds.  The  in- 
cessant toil  for  a  mere  subsistence  upon  a  compara- 
tively sterile  farm,  had  no  charm  tor  him  ;  and,  longing 
for  greater  usefulness  and  better  things,  he  looked  for 
them  in  an  education.  Hi^  struggles  to  secure  this 
end  necessitated  sacrifices  and  hardships  that  would 
have  discouraged  any  but  the  most  courageous  and 
persevering.  He  became  an  ardent  student  and 
worker  from  his  boyhood,  though  the  means  of  carry- 
ing on  his  studies  were  exceedingly  limited.  He 
sorely  felt  the  need  of  a  dictionary;  and,  neither  having 
money  wherewith  to  purchase  it,  nor  being  able  to 
procure  one  in  his  neighborhood,  he  set  out  to  compile 
one  for  himself.  In  order  to  acquire  a  knowledge  ol 
the  English  language,  he  copied  into  a  book  every 
word  whose  meaning  he  did  not  comprehend,  and 
up  1  ■  meeting  the  same  word  again  in  the  newspapers 
and   liiok.,  which    came    into    his    hands,    from    the 


context,  would  then  record  the  definition.     Whenever 
unable  otherwise  to  obtain  the  signification  of  a  word 
in  which  he   had   become   interested   he   would   walk 
from  Dartmouth    to   New    Bedford   for   that    purpose 
alone,  and  after  referring  to  the   books   at    the  library 
and  satisfying  himself  thoroughly  as  to  its  definition, 
would  walk  back,  a   distance  of  about    seven   miles 
the  same  night.     This  was  no  unusual  circumstance 
Under  such  diffii  ulties  and  in  this    manner  he   com- 
piled quite  an    extensive   dictionary    in  manuscrip' 
which  is  believed  to  be  still  in  existence. 

Ever  in  pursuit  of  knowledge,  he  obtained  posses- 
sion of  a  book  upon  surveying,  and  applying  himself 
diligently  to  its  study  became  familiar  with  this  art 
which  he  soon  had  an  opportunity  to  practice.  The 
services  of  a  land  surveyor  were  wanted,  and  he  was 
called  upon,  but  had  no  compass  and  no  money  with 
which  to  purchase  one.  A  compass,  however,  he 
must  and  would  have,  and  going  to  a  blacksmith  shop 
near  at  hand,  upon  the  forge,  with  such  tools  as  he 
could  find  in  the  shop,  while  the  smith  was  at  dinner, 
he  constructed  the  compass  and  commenced  life  as  a 
surveyor.  Still  continuing  his  studies,  he  fitted  him- 
self for  teaching,  and  took  charge  of  the  village  school 
at  Dartmouth.  When,  in  the  course  of  time  and  un- 
der the  pressure  of  law,  ,1  high  school  was  to  be 
opened,  he  passed  a  successful- examination  for  its 
principalship  and  1-  the  appointment,     To  do 

this  was  no  small  task.  The  law  required  a  rigid 
examination  in  various  subjects,  which  necessitated 
days  and  nights  of  stud)'.  One  evening,  after  con- 
cluding his  day's  labor  ol  teaching,  he  traveled  on  foot 
to  New  Bedford,  some  seven  or  eight  miles,  called 
upon  the  preceptor  of  Friend's  Academy  and  passed 
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a  severe  examination.  Receiving  a  certificate  thai 
he  was  qualified,  Ik-  walked  lu<  k  to  his  home  the 
same  night,  highly  elated  in  being  possessed  ol  the 
acquirements  and  requirements  of  a  master  ol  the 
high  school. 

In  1832,  at  the  age  ol  28  years,  he  left  his  native 
town  and  went  to  reside  ai  New  Bedford,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  land  surveyor,  and  oc- 
casionally acted  as  an  auctioneer.  Soon  after  becom- 
ing a  citizen  of  tin-  place,  he  was  elected  Town  ( !lerk, 
Treasurer,  and  Collector  of  taxes,  which  office  he  held 
until  the  municipal  government  was  changed, — about 
fifteen  years, —  when,  upon  the  inauguration  of  the  city 
government,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  and  Collector 
of  taxes,  a  position  which  he  held  two  or  three  years. 
He  was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years. 
He  was  elected  Alderman  of  New  Bedford;  was 
Chairman  of  Council  Committee  on  Education,  and 
as  such  prepared  a  report  upon  which  was  based  the 
order  for  the  establishment  of  the  free  Public  Library 
ol'  New  Bedford.  <  >n  its  organization,  Mr.  Crapo  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  This 
was  the  first  free  public  library  in  Massachusetts,  il 
not  in  the  world.  The  Boston  Free  Library  was  es- 
tablished, however,  soon  afterwards.  While  a  resident 
in  New  Bedford,  he  was  much  interested  in  horticul- 
ture, and  to  obtain  the  land  necessary  for  carrying  out 
his  ideas  he  drained  and  reclaimed  several  acres  of 
rocky  and  swampy  land  adjoining  his  garden.  Here 
he  staited  a  nursery,  which  he  filled  with  almost  every 
description  ol  fruit  and  ornamental  trees,  shrubs, 
flowers,  etc.  In  this  he  was  very  successful  and  took 
great  pride.  He  was  a  regular  contributor  to  the  New 
England  Horticultural  Journal,  a  position  he  tilled 
as  long  as  he  lived  in  Massachusetts.  As  an  indica- 
tion of  the  wide  reputation  he  acquired  in  that  field 
of  labor,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  alter  his  death  an 
affecting  eulogy  to  his  memory  was  pronounced  by  the 
President  of  the  National  Horticultural  Society  at  its 
meeting  in  Philadelphia,  in  1869.  During  his  resi- 
dence; in  New  Bedford,  Mr.  Crapo  was  also  engaged 
in  the  whaling  business.  A  line  barque  built  at  Dart- 
mouth, of  which  he  was  part  owner,  was  named  the 
"H.  II.  Crapo"  in  compliment  to  him. 

Mr.  C.  also  took  pari  in  the  State  Militia,  and  for 
several  years  held  a  commission  as  Colonel  of  one  of 

the  regiments.  He  was  President  of  the  Prist"! 
County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  Secretarj  ol 
the  Bedford  <  lommercial  Insurance  Company  in  Nevi 
Bedford;  and  while  an  officer  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernmeut  he  com  piled  and  published,  between  the  years 
[836  and  1845,  five  numbers  of  the  New  Bedford 
Directory  the  firs'  work  of  the  kind  ever  published 
there. 

Mi.  C.  removed  to  Michigan  in  1856,  having  , 
induced  to  do  so  by  investments  made  principally  in 
pine  lands,  first  in  [837    and   subsequently  in    1856. 
He  took  up  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Flint,  and  en- 


gaged largely  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  lumber 
at  Flint,  Kentonville,   Holly   and   Detroit,  becoming 
1   the  largest  and  in-  ssful  business  men 

of  the  State.  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
construction  of  the  Flint  &  Holly  R  R.,  and 
President  of  that  corporation  until  its  consolidation 
with  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette  R.  R.  Company, 
lb-  was  elei  ted  Mayor  of  that  city  after  he  had  been 
a  resident  of  the  place  only  live  cr  six  years.  In 
[862  he  was  elected  State  Senator.  In  the  fall  of 
1864  he  received  the  nomination  on  the  Republican 
ticket  for  Governor  of  the  State,  ami  was  elected  bj  a 
large  majority.  He  was  reelected  in  1866,  holding 
the  office  two  terms,  and  retiring  in  January,  1869, 
having  given  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 

While  serving  his  last  term  he  was  attacked  with  a 
disease  which  terminated  his  life  within  one  year 
afterwards.  During  much  of  this  time  he  was  an  in- 
tense sufferer,  yet  often  while  in  great  pain  gave  his 
attention  to  public  matters.  A  few  weeks  previous 
to  his  death  a  successful  surgical  operation  was  per- 
formed which  seemed  rapidly  to  restore  him,  but  he 
overestimated  his  strength,  and  by  too  much  exertion 
in  business  matters  and  State  affairs  suffered  arelapse 
from  which  there  was  no  rebound,  and  he  died    July 

33.  |S69- 

In  the  earl\  part  of  his  life,  Gov.  Crapo  affiliated 
with  the  Whig  party  in  politics,  but  became  an  a<  tive 
member  of  the  Republican  party  after  its  organization. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  (sometimes  called 
the  Disciples')  Church,  and  took  great  interest  in  its 
welfare  ami  prosperity. 

Mr.  C.  married,  June  9,  1825,  Mary  A.  Slocum. 
ol  Dartmouth.  His  marriage  took  place  soon  after 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  before  his  Strug 
with  fortune  had  been  rewarded  with  any  great  meas- 
ure of  success.  But  his  wife  was  a  woman  of  great 
strength  of  character  and  possessed  of  courage,  hope- 
fulness and  devotion,  qualities  which  sustained  and 
encouraged  lei  husband  in  the  various  pursuits  of 
his  early  year-.  For  several  years  alter  his  marriage 
lie  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  his  wife  living 
with  her  parents  at  the  time,  at  whose  home  his  two 
older  children  were  bom.  While  thus  situated  he- 
was  accustomed  to  walk  home  on  Saturday  to  see 
his  family,  returning  on  Sunday  in  order  to  be  ready 
foi  Si  hool  Monday  morning.  As  the  walk  for  a  good 
piii  of  the  time  was  20  miles  each  way,  it  is  evident 
1I1. 11  at  that  period  of  his  life  no  common  obstacles 
deterred  him  from  performing  what  lie  regarded 
as  a  duty.  His  wife  was  none  the  less  consci- 
entious in  her  sphere,  and  with  added  responsibilities 
and  increasing  requirements  she  labored  faithfully 
in  the  performance  of  all  her  duties.  They  had 
lildren,  one  son  and  nine  daughters.  His  son, 
Hon.  Win.  W.  Crapo,  of  New  Bedford,  is  now 
lion. ired  Representative  to  Congress  from  the  First 
ressional    1  >istri<  1    of  Massac  husc 
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ENRV  P.  BALDWIN,  Gov- 
ernor of  Michigan  from  Tan. 
4,  1869,  to  Jan.  1,  1873,  is  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Nathan- 
iel  Baldwin,  a  Puritan,  of  Buck- 
inghamshire, England,  who  sel- 
;7  tied  at  Milford,  Conn.,  in  1639. 
His  father  was  John  Baldwin, 
a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege. He  died  at  North  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  in  1S26.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  Rev. 
Moses  Baldwin,  a  graduate  of 
Princeton  College,  in  1757,  and  the 
first  who  received  collegiate  hon- 
ors at  that  ancient  and  honored  institution.  He  died 
at  Parma,  Mass.,  in  18  1  3,  where  for  more  than  50 
years  he  had  been  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
On  his  mother's  side  Governor  B.  is  descended  from 
Robert  Williams,  also  a  Puritan,  who  settled  in  Rox- 
bury,  Mass.,  about  1638.  His  mother  was  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  Nehemiah  Williams,  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College,  who  died  at  Brimfield,  Mass.,  in  1796,  where 
tor  21  years  he  was  pastor  of  the  Congregationalist 
Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at 
Coventry,  R.  I.,  Feb.  22,  1814.  He  received  a  New 
England  common-school  education  until  the  age  of 
12  years,  when,  both  his  parents  having  died,  he  be- 
came a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment.  He  re- 
mained there,  employing  his  leisure  hours  in  study, 
until  20  years  of  age. 

At  this  early  period  Mr.  B.  engaged  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  He  made  a  visit  to  the  West,  in 
1837,  which  resulted  in  his  removal  to  Detroit  in  the 
spring  of  1838.  Here  he  established  a  mercantile 
house  which  has  been  successfully  conducted  until 
the  present  time.    Although  he  successfully  conducted 


a  large  business,  he  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
all  things  affecting  the  prosperity  of  the  city  and 
State  of  his  adoption.  He  was  for  several  years  a 
Director  and  President  of  the  Detroit  Young  Men's 
Society,  an  institution  with  a  large  library  designed 
lor  the  benefit  of  young  men  and  citizens  generally. 
An  Episcopalian  in  religious  belief,  lie  has  been 
prominent  in  home  matters  connected  with  that  de- 
nomination. The  large  and  nourishing  parish  of  St. 
John.  Detroit,  originated  with  Governor  Baldwin,  who 
gave  the  lot  on  which  the  parish  edifice  stands,  and 
also  contributed  the  larger  share  of  the  cost  of  their 
erection.  Governor  B.  was  one  of  the  foremost  in 
the  establishment  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  and  has 
always  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  moral  and  relig- 
ious enterprises  whether  connected  with  his  own 
Church  or  not.  There  have  been,  in  fact,  but  few 
public  and  social  improvements  of  Detroit  during  the 
past  40  years  with  which  Governor  B.'s  name  is  not 
in  some  way  connected.  He  was  a  director  in  the 
Michigan  State  bank  until  the  expiration  of  its  char- 
ter, and  has  been  President  of  the  Second  National 
Bank  since  its  organization. 

In  i860,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  of  Michigan  ;  dining  the  years  of  i86i-'j  he- 
was  made  Chairman  of  the  finance  Committee,  a 
member  of  Committee  on  banks  and  Incorporation, 
Chairman  of  the  Select  Joint  Committee  of  the  two 
Houses  for  the  investigation  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  the  official  acts  of  the  Treasurer,  aial  01 
the  letting  of  the  contract  for  the  improvement  of 
Saul t  St.  Marie  Ship  Canal.  He  was  first  elected 
Governor  in  1868  and  was  re-elected  in  [870,  serving 
from  1S69  to  1872,  inclusive.  It  is  no  undeserved 
eulogy  to  say  that  Governor  B.'s  happy  faculty  ol 
timating  the  necessary  means  to  .m  end — the  know 
of  how  much  effort  01  attention  to  bestow  upon  the 
thing  in   hand,  has   been  the  secret    of  the    uniform 
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ess  thai  has  .mended  his  efforts  in  all  relations 
of  life.  The  same  industry  and  accuracy  thai  dis- 
tinguished him  prior  to  this  term  as  Governor  was 
manifest  in  his  career  as  the   chief  magistrate  of  the 

.  and  while  his  influeni  e  appeals  in  all  things 
witr.  which  he  has  had  to  do,  ii  i,  more  noticeable  in 
the  most  prominent  position  to  which  he  was  called. 
Willi  rare  exceptions  the  im  imi     d  ilions 

of  Governor  B.  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislat- 
ure. During  his  administration  marked  improve- 
ments were  made  in  the  charitable,  penal  and  reforma- 
lor)  institutions  of  the  State.  The  State  Public  School 
for  dependent  children  was  founded  and  a  permanent 
commission  for  the  supervision  of  the  several  State 
institutions.  The  initiator)  steps  toward  building  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  the   State    House  of 

Ction,  and  the  establishment  of  the  State  Board 
ol  Health  were  recommended  by  Governor  P..  in  his 
message  of  1873.  The  new  State  Capitol  also  owes 
its  origen  to  him.  The  appropriation  for  its  erection 
was  made  upon  his  recommendation,  ancpthe  contract 
for  the  entire  work  let  under  this  administration. 
Governor  B.  also  appointed  the  commissioners  under 
whose  faithful  supervision  the  building  was  erected  in 
a  manner  most  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  State. 
He  advised  and  earnestly  urged  al  different   times 

amendments  of  the  constitution  as  would  per- 
mit a  more  equitable  compensation  to  State  officers 
and  judges.  The  law  of  1S69,  and  prior  also,  permitting 
municipalities    to   vote     aid    toward    the    construc- 

t>f  railroads  was,   in    1^70,  declared   unconstitu- 
tional by  the  Supreme    Court.      Many  of  the  munici- 
palities having  in  the  meantime  issued  and  sold  their 
1  faith,    Governor  Ii.  felt  that  the  honor 
and  credit  of  the  Slate  were  in  jeopardy.      His  sense 

•  tice  impelled  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the 
i  1.1  Hue  to  propose  the  sul 'mission  to  the  people  a 

titutional  amendment,   authorizing  the   payment 

(h  bonds  as  \\  iy  in  the  hands   of 

holder--.     In  his  special  message  he  says:     "The 
ite  stands  higher  than  that  of  Micl 
and  the  people  ol    afford,  and   I    trust  will  not 

1  onsent,  to  have  her  good  name  tarnished  by  the  repu- 
diation of  either  legal  or  moral  obligations."      \ 
cial  session  was  called  in  March,  \K- :,  principallj  foi 
the  division  of  the  State  into  ional  disl 

\      imber  ol  other  important  on s  were  1 

however,  ard    as  an  evidence  of  the    Governor's  la- 
borious ani !  itful  care  (i 


of  the  State,  a  series  of  tables  was  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted by  him  showing,  in  detail,  estimates  of  reci 
expenditures  and  appropriations  for  the  years  1872  to 
1878,  inclusive.  Memorable  of  Governor B.'s admin- 
istration were  the  devastating  fires  which  swept  over 
many  portions  o!  the  Northwest  in  the  fall  of  187: 
A  large  part  of  the  city  of  Chicago  having  been  re- 
duced to  ashes,  Governor  B.  promptly  issued  a  proc- 
lamation calling  upon  the  people  of  Michigan  for 
liberal  aid  in  behalf  of  the  afflicted  city.  Scarcely  had 
this  been  issued  when  several  counties  in  his  State 
were  laid  waste  by  the  same  destroying  element. 
A  second  call  was  made  asking  assistance  for  the  suf- 
fering people  of  Michigan.  The  contributions  for 
these  objects  were  prompt  and  most  liberal,  more  than 
$700,000  having  been  received  in  money  and  supplies 
for  the  relief  of  Michigan  alone.  So  ample  were 
these  contributions  during  the  short  period  of  abou' 
3  months,  that  the  Governor  issued  a  proclamation 
expressing  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  St 
ful  acknowklgment,  and  announcing  that  further 
aid  was  unnecessary. 

Governor  P..   has   traveled  extensively  in    his  own 
country  and  has  also  made  several   visits  to  El 
and  other  portions  of  the  Old  World.    He  was  ,, 
senger  on  the  Steamer  Arill.  which  was  captured  and 
bonded  in  the  Carribean  Sea,  in  December,   1862,  by 
Capt.  Semmes,  and  wrote  a   full  and  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  transaction.     The  following  estimate  of 
( Governor  P.  on  his  retirement  from  office,  by  a  leading 
newspaper,  is  not  overdrawn:    "The  retiring  me 
of  Governor  B.,    will    be    read    with    interest.     It    i> 
a  characteristic  document   and   possesses    the  I 
statement,  strong,  and   clear  practical   sense,   which 
have  been  marked  features  of  all  preceding  documents 
from  the  same  source.     Governor  B.  retired  to  private 
life  after  four  years  of  unusually  successful   adminis- 
tration amid  plaudits  that  are  universal  throughout  the 
State.      For  many  years   eminent  and   capable    men 
have  filled  the   executive  chair  of  this    State,   but  in 
painstaking  vigilance,  in  stern  good  sense,   in  genuine 
public  spirit,  in   thorough   integrity   and    in    pra< 
capacity,  Henrj   P   I       Iwi  hown  himself  to  be 

the  peerof  any  or  all  of  them.  The  State  has  been  un- 
usually prosperous  during  his  two  terms,  anil  the  State 
administration  has  fully  kept  pace  will  ds  1 

the  times.     The  retiring  Governor  has  full 
the  public   gratitude  and  confidence  which  he  t< 
rkable  de.  - 
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OHN  JUDSON  BAGLEY, 
Governor  of  Michigan  from 
1873  to  1 87 7 , *  was  horn  in 
Medina,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  24, 1832.  His  father,  John 
Bagley,  was  a  native  of  New 
Is  Hampshire,  his  mother,  Mary  M. 
Bagley,  of  Connecticut.  He  at- 
tended the  district  school  of  Lock- 
port,  N.  Y.,  until  he  was  eight  \  ears 
old,  at  which  time  his  father  moved 
to  Constantine,  Mich.,  and  he  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  that 
village.  His  early  experience  was 
like  that  of  many  country  boys  whose 
\.  parents  removed  from  Eastern  States 
to  the  newer  portion  of  the  West. 
His  father  being  in  very  poor  circum- 
1  stances,  Mr.  B.  was  obliged  to  work 
111  a  as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  so. 
|*Jl  Leaving  school  when  1 3  years  of  age 
he  entered  a  country  store  in  Constan- 
tine as  clerk.  His  father  then  re- 
moved toOwosso,  Mich., and  he  again 
engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store.  From 
early  youth  Mr.  B.  was  extravagantly  fond  of  reading 
and  devoted  every  leisure  moment  to  the  perusal  of 
such  books,  papers  and  periodicals  as  came  within 
his  reach.  In  1847,  he  removed  to  Detroit,  where  he 
secured  employment  in  a  lobacco  manufactory  and 
remained  in  this  position  for  about  five  years. 

In  1853,  he  began  business  for  himself  in  the  man- 
ufacturing of  tobacco.     His  establishment  has  become 


one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  West.  Mr.  B. 
has  also  been  greatly  interested  in  other  manufactur- 
ing enterprises,  as  well  as  in  mining,  banking  and  in- 
surance corporations.  He  was  President  of  the 
Detroit  Safe  Company  for  several  \  ears.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  ol  Detroit,  and  was  its  President  from 
1867  to  1872.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Amer- 
ican National  Bank  for  many  years,  and  a  stock- 
holder and  director  in  various  other  corporations. 
Mr.  B.  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  two 
years,  and  of  the  Detroit  Common  Council  the  same 
length  of  time.  In  1865  he  was  appointed  by  Gover- 
nor Crapo  one  of  the  first  commissioners  of  the 
Metropolitian  police  force  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  serv- 
ing six  years.  In  November,  1872,  he  was  elected 
Governor  of  Michigan,  and  two  years  later  was  re- 
elected to  the  same  office,  retiring  in  January,  1877. 
He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Republican  party,  and 
for  many  years  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican 
State  Central  committee.    , 

Governor  Bagley  was  quite  liberal  in  his  religious 
views  and  was  an  attendant  of  the  Unitarian  Church. 
He  aimed  to  be  able  to  hear  and  consider  any  new 
thought,  from  whatever  source  it  may  come,  but  was  not 
bound  by  any  religious  creed  or  formula.  He  held 
in  respect  all  religious  opinions,  believing  that  no  one 
can  be  injured  by  a  firm  adherence  to  a  faith  or  de- 
nomination. He  was  married  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Jan. 
16,  1855,  to  Frances  E.  Newberry,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Newberry,  a  pioneer  missionary  of  Michigan, 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  early  educational  mat- 
ters of  the  State  and  in  the  establishment  of  its  ex- 
cellent   system    of    education.     It    was    principally 
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through  his  exertions  that  the  State  University  was 
founded.  Mr.  B.'s  family  consistsof  seven  children. 
As  Governor  Ins  administration  was  charac- 
terized 1>\  several  important  features,  chief  anion, 
win.  h  were  his  efforts  to  improve  and  make  popular 
the  educational  agencies  of  the  State  by  incre*a 
the  faculty  of  the  University  for  nunc  thorough  in- 
struction in  technical  studies,  by  strengthening  the  hold 
ii  the  Agricultural  College  upon  the  public  good  will 
and  making  the  general  <  hange  which  has  manifested 
itself  in  many  scattered  primary  districts.  Among 
others  were  an  almosl  complete  revolution  in  the 
management  of  the  penal  and  charitable  institutions 
of  the  State;  the  passage  of  the  liquor-tax  lawmaking 
the  place  of  the  dead  letter  of  prohibition;  the  estab- 
lishing of  the  system  of  dealing  with  juvenile  offend- 
ers through  county  agents,  which  has  proved  of  great 
good  in  turning  the  young  back  from  crime  and  plac- 
ing the  State  in  the  attitude  of  a  moral  agent ;  in  se- 
curing for  the  militia  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
Mi<  higan  a  systematized  organization  upon  a  service- 
able footing.  It  was  upon  the  suggestion  oi  Gov.  B. 
in  the  earlier  part  of  his  administration  that  the  law 
ere  iling  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  alsothe  law 
i  re  iting  a  fish  commission  in  the  inland  waters  «f  the 
State,  were  passed,  both  of  which  have  proved  of  great 
benefit  to  the  State.  The  successful  representation 
of  Michigan  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  is  also  an 
honorable  part  of  the  record  of  Gov.  B.'s  adminis- 
tration. 

As  Governor,  he  felt  that  he  represented  the  State 
— not  in  a  narrow,  egotistical  way,  but  in  the  same 
sense  that  a  faithful,  trusted,  confidential  agent  rep- 
resents his  employer,  and  as  the  Executive  of  the 
State  he  was  her  "attorney  in  fact."  And  his  intelli- 
gent, thoughtful  care  will  long  continue  the  pride  of 
the  people  he  so  much  loved.  He  was  ambitious — 
ambitious  for  place  and  power,  as  every  noble  mind 
is  ambitious,  because  these  give  opportunity.  How- 
ever strong  the  mind  and  powerful  the  will,  if  there 
be  no  ambition,  life  is  a  failure.  He  was  not  blind  to 
the  fact  that  the  more  we  have  the  more  is  required 
of  us.  I  le  accepted  it  in  its  fullest  meaning.  He 
had  great  hopes  for  his  State  and  his  country.  I  le  had 
his  ideas  of  what  they  should  be.  With  a  heart  as 
d  as  humanity  itself;  with  an  intelligent,  ableand 
ired  brain,  the  will  and  tin-  power  to  do.  he 
d  his  fellow  i  itizen  to  give  him  the  opportunity  to 
labor  for  them.     Self  entered  nol  '    ilation 


His  whole  life  was  a  battle  for  others:  and  he  entered 
the  conflict  eagerly  and  hopefully. 

His  State  papets  were  models  oi  compact,  busi- 
ness-like statements,  bold,  original,  and  brimful  of 
practical  suggestions, and  his  administrations  will  long 
be  considered  as  among  the  ablest  in  this  cr  anj 
other  State. 

His  noble,  generous  nature  made  his  innumerable 
benefactions  a  source  of  continuous  pleasure.  Liter- 
ally, to  him  it  was  "  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive." 

His  greatest  enjoyment  was  in  witnessing  the  com- 
fort and  happiness  of  others.  Not  a  tithe  of  his  ch  r- 
ities  were  known  to  his  most  intimate  friends,  or  i 
to  his  family.  Many  a  needy  one  has  been  the  recipi- 
ent of  aid  at  an  opportune  moment,  who  never  knew 
the  hand  that. gave. 

At  one  time  a  friend  had   witnessed  his  ready   re- 
sponse to  some  charitable  request,  and  said  to  him: 
"Governor,  you  give  away  a  large  sum  of  money  ;  abou 
how  much  does  your  charities  amount  to  in  a  yi 
He  turned  at  once  and  said:  "  I  do  not  know,  sir;   1 
do  not  allow  myself  to  know.     I  hope   1    gave    n 
this  year  than  I  did  last,  and  hope  I  shall   give  mm.' 
•next  year  than  I  have  this."     This  expressed  his  idea 
of  charity,  that  the  giving  should  at  all  times  be    free 
and  spontaneous. 

During  his  leasure  hours  from  early  life,  and  espe- 
cially during  the  last  few  years,  he  devoted  much  time 
to  becoming  acquainted  with  the  best  authors.    Biog- 
raphy was  his  delight;  the  last  he  read  was  the  "Life 
and  Woik  of  John  Adams,"  in  ten  volumes. 

In  all  questions  of  business  or  public  affaits  be- 
seemed to  have  the  power  of  getting  at  the  kernel  of 
the  nut  in  the  least  possible  time.  In  reading  he- 
would  spend  scarcely  more  time  with  a  volume  thai: 
most  persons  would  devote  to  a  chapter.  After  w 
seemed  a  cursory  glance,  he  would  have  all  of  value 
the  book  contained.  Rarely  do  we  see  a  business 
man  so  familiar  with  the  best  English  authors.  He 
wis  a  generous  and  intelligent  patron  of  the  arts,  and 
his  elegant  home  was  a  study  and  a  pleasure 
lo  his  many  friends,  who  always  found  there  a 
hearty  welcome  At  Christmas  time  he  would  spend 
days  doing  the  work  of  Santa  Clans.  Even  Christmas 
eve  he  gathered  his  children  about  him  and,  taking 
m  his  lap,  told  some  *  Miristmas 
g  the  entertainment  with  "The  Night  Before 
Christma  .        Dick    s's  "  Christmas  Caroi," 
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HARLES   M.   CROSWELL, 

W  Governor  of  Michigan  from 
?>Jan.  3,  1877  to  Jan.  1,  i88r, 
was  born  at  Newburg,  Orange 
County,  N.  Y .,  Oct.  31,  1825. 
He  is  the  only  son  of  John  and 
Sallie  (Hicks)  Croswell.  His 
father,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
extraction,  was  a  paper-maker, 
and  carried  on  business  in  New 
York  City.  His  ancestors  on 
his  mother's  side  were  of  Knicker- 
bocker descent.  The  Croswell 
family  may  be  found  connected 
with  prominent  events,  in  New  York 
and  Connecticut,  in  the  early  exis- 
tence of  the  Repuolic,  Harry  Cros- 
well, during  the  administration  of 
ft  President  Jefferson,  published  a  pa- 
.5?  per  called  the  Balance,  and  was 
prosecuted  for  libeling  the  President 
under  the  obnoxious  Sedition  Law. 
^w  He  was  detended  by  the  celebrated 
I  Alexander  Hamilton,  and  the  decis- 
iot.  jf  the  case  establised  the  important  ruling  that 
the  truth  might  be  shown  in  cases  of  libel.  Another 
member  of  the  family  was  Edwin  Croswell,  the  fam- 
ous editor  of  the  Albany  Argus;  also,  Rev.  William 
Croswell,  noted  as  n  divine  and   poet. 

When  Charles  M.  Croswell  was  seven  years  of  age, 
his  f.ithei  was  accidentally  drowned  in  the  Hudson 
River,  at  Newbury  ;  and,  within  three  months  preced- 
ing that  event,  his  mother  and  only  sister  had  died, — 
thus  leaving  him  the  sole  surviving  member  of  the 
family,  without  fortune  or  means.     Upon   the  death 


ot  his  lather  he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle,  who,  in 
i'-;,;.  emigrated  with  him  to  Adrain,  Michigan.  At 
sixteen  years  ol  age,  he  commenced  to  learn  the  1  ar- 
penter's  trade,  and  worked  at  it  very  diligently  for 
lour  years,  maintaining  himself,  and  devoting  his  spare 
time  to  reading  and  the  acquirement  of  knowledge. 
In  1846,  he  began  the  study  of  law,  and  was  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Clerk  of  Lenawee  County.  The  du 
ties  of  this  office  he  performed  four  years,  when  he 
was  elected  Register  of  Deeds,  and  was  re-elected 
in  1852.  In  1854,  he  took  part  in  the  first  movements 
for  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  a 
member  and  Secretary  of  the  convetion  held  at  Jack- 
son in  that  year,  which  put  in  the  field  the  first  Re- 
publican State  ticket  in  Michigan.  In  1855,  he 
formed  a  law  partnership  with  the  present  Chief-Jus- 
tice Cooley,  which  continued  until  the  removal  of 
Judge  Cooley  to  Ann  Arbor. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Croswell  was  appointed  City  Attorney 
of  Adrian.  He  was  also  elected  Mayor  of  the  city 
in  the  spring  of  the  same  year;  and  in  the  fall  was 
chosen  to  represent  Lenawee  County  in  the  State 
Senate.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate  in  1864, 
and  again  in  1866,  during  each  term  filling  the  posi- 
tions above  mentioned.  Among  various  reports  made 
by  him,  one  adverse  to  the  re-establishment  of  the 
death  penalty,  and  another  against  a  proposition  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  State  officers  and  judges  in  coin, 
which  then  commanded  a  very  large  premium,  may 
be  mentioned.  He  also  drafted  the  act  ratifying  the 
Thirteenth  Amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution, 
for  the  abolishment  of  slavery,  it  being  the  first 
amendment  to  the  instrument  ratified  by  Michigan. 
In  1863,  from  his  seat  in  the  State  Senate,  he  de- 
livered an  elaborate  speech  in  ,'ivor  of  the  Proclama- 
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lion  ol  Emancipation  issued  by  President  Lincoln, 
anil  iii  his  general  policy  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.  This,  at  the  request  of  his  Republican  associ- 
was  afterwards  published.  In  1867,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  chosen  its  presiding  officer.  This  convention 
wis  composed  of  an  able  body  of  men;  and  though, 
in  the  general  distrust  of  constitutional  changes 
which  for  some  years  had  been  taking  possession  of 
the  people,  their  labors  were  not  accepted  by  the  pop- 
ular vote,  it  was  always  conceded  that  the  constitu- 
tion they  proposed  had  been  prepared  with  great  care 
and  skill. 

In  [868,  Mr.  Croswell  was  chosen  an  Elector  on 
the  Republican  Presidential  ticket;  in  [872,  was 
elected  a  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature 
from  Lenawee  County,  and  was  chosen  Speaker  ol 
the  House  of  Representatives.  At  the  close  of  the 
session  of  that  body  his  abilities  as  a  parliamentarian, 
and  the  fairness  of  his  rulings  were  freely  and  form- 
ally acknowledged  by  his  associates;  and  he  was  pi  e- 
sented  with  a  superb  collection  of  their  portraits 
handsomely  framed.  He  was,  also,  for  several  years. 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  for  the  general  supervis- 
ion of  the  charitable  and  penal  institutions  of  Michi  • 
gan ;  in  which  position,  his  propositions  for  the  amel- 
ioration of  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate,  and  the 
reformation  of  the  criminal  classes,  signalize  the  be- 
nevolence of  his  nature,  and  the  piactical  character 
of  his  mind. 

In  [876,  the  general  voice  of  the  Republicans  of 
State  indicted  Mr.  Croswell  as  their  choice  foi 
inor;  and,  at  the  State  Convention  of  the  part) 
:  August  Ol  1  lie  same  year,  he  was  put  in  nomination 
1  ;.  .11  1  1  mi  i'ii  u.  without  the  formality  of  a  ballot.  At 
the  election  in  November  following,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  high  p  I    r  which  he  had    been    nominated, 

by  a  •  majority  over  all  opposing  candidates. 

His  inaugural  message  was  received  with  general 
favor;  and  his  career  as  Governor  was  marked  with 
the  same  qualities  1  md  heart  that  hive  ever 

distinguished  him,  both   as  a  citizen  and  statesman. 


Governor  Croswell  has  always  prepared  his  ad- 
dresses with  caie ;  and,  as  his  diction  is  terse,  clear, 
and  strong,  without  excess  of  ornament,  and  his  de- 
livery impressive,  he  is  a  popular  speaker;  and  many 
of  his  speeches  have  attracted  favorable  comment  in 
the  public  prints,  and  have  a  permanent  value.  He 
has  always  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  educ  ation;  I 
matters,  and  was  foryears  a  member  and  Secretary  of 
1  In  Board  of  Education  of  Adrain.  At  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Central  School  building  in  that  city, 
on  the  24th  day  of  April,  [869,  he  gave,  in  a  pubhie 
address,  an  "  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Adrian  Public 
Schools." 

In  his  private  life,  Covemor  Croswell  has  been  as 
exemplary  as  in  his  public  career  he  has  been  suc- 
lessiul  and  useful.  In  February,  1852,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  a  daughter  of  Morton  Eddy,  Luc)  M.  Lddy, 
a  lady  of  many  amiable  and  sunny  qualities.  She 
suddenly  died,  March  19,  1S68,  leaving  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son.  Covemor  Croswell  is  not  a  member 
ol  any  religious  body,  but  generally  attends  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  pursues  the  profession  of  law, 
but  of  late  has  been  occupied  mainly  in  the  care  of  his 
own  interests,  and  the  quiet  duties  of  advice  in 
business  difficulties,  for  which  his  unfailing  pru- 
dence and  sound  judgment  eminently  fit  him.  Cov- 
emor Croswell  is  truly  popular,  not  only  with  those  -it 
like  political  faith  with  himself,  but  with  those  who 
differ  firm  him  in  this  regard. 

During  Gov.  Croswell's  administration  the  public 
debt  was  greatly  reduced;  a  policy  adopted  requiring 
the  State  institutions  to  keep  within  the  limit  of  ap- 
propriations; laws  enacted  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  punishment  of  corruption  and  bribreiy  in  elec- 
tions; the  State  House  of  Correction  at  Ionia  and  the 
Eastern  Asylum  lot  the  Insane  at  IVmtiac  were  opened 
and  the  new  capital  at  Lansing  was  completed  and 
occupied.  The  first  act  of  his  second  term  was  to  pre- 
side at  the  dedication  of  this  building  The  great  riot 
at  Jackson  occured  during  his  administration,  and  it 
was  only  bv  his  promptness  that  great  distinction  of 
both  life  and  property  was    prevented    at    thai    time. 
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DAVID  H.  JEROME,  Gover- 
pSs nor  of  from  Jan.    i,    1 88 1 ,    to 
Jan.  i,  18S3,  was  born  at   De- 
troit,  Mich.,   Nov.    17,    1829. 
His     parents      emigrated     to 
Mil  higan     from     Trumansburg, 
Tompkins  Co.,   N.    Y.,  in    1828, 
locating  at    Detroit.     His  father 
died    Marcli    30,    1831,    leaving 
nine    children.     He    had     been 
twice  married,    and   four  of   the 
children    living   at  the    time  of  his 
death  were  grown  up  sons,  the  off- 
spring  of   his    lirst   union.     Of   the 
five  children  by  his  second  marriage,   David   H.  was 
the  youngest.     Shortly  after  Mr.  Jerome's  death,  his 
widow  moved    back    to    New    York    and    settled    in 
( ):io"daga  County  near  Syracuse,  where  they  remained 
until  the  fall  of  1834,  the  four  sons  by  the   first  wife 
continuing  their  residence  in  Michigan      In  the  fall 
of  1834,  Mrs.  Jerome  came  once  more  to  Michigan, 
loi  ating  ou   a  firm  in   St.  Clair  County.     Here    the 
Governor  formed  those  habits  of  industry  and  ster- 
■  i:ig  integrity  that  have  been   so  characteristic  of  the 
.nan  in  the  active  duties  of  life.     He  was  sent  to  the 
district  school,  and  in   the  acquisition   of  the  funda- 
mental branches  of  learning  he  displayed  a  precocity 
and  an  application  which  won  for  him  the  admiration 
of  his  teacheis,  and  always  placed  him  at  the  head 
of  his  classes.     In   the  meantime  he   did   chores  on 
the  farm,  and  was  always  ready  with  a  cheerful  hear: 
and  willing  hand  to  assist  his  widowed  mother.     The 
heavy  labor  of  the   farm  was   carried  on   by   his  two 


older  brothers,  Timothy  and  George,  and  when  13 
years  of  age  David  received  his  mother's  permission  to 
attend  school  at  the  St.  Clair  Academy.  While  attend- 
ing there  he  lived  with  Marcus  H.  Miles,  now  de- 
ceased, doing  chores  for  his  board,  and  the  following 
winter  performed  the  same  service  for  James  Ogden, 
also  deceased.  The  next  summer  Mrs.  Jerome 
moved  into  the  village  of  St.  Clair,  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  her  son  in  school.  While  attending  said 
academy  one  of  his  associate  students  was  Sena- 
tor Thomas  W.  Palmer,  of  Detroit,  a  rival  candidate 
before  the  gubernatorial  convention  in  1880.  He 
completed  his  education  in  the  fall  of  his  r  6th  year, 
and  the  following  winter  assisted  his  brother  Timothy 
in  hauling  logs  in  the  pine  woods.  The  next  summer 
lie  rafted  logs  down  the  St.  Clair  River  to  Algonac. 

In  1847,  M.  II.  Miles  being  Clerk  in  St.  Clair  Coun- 
ty, and  Volney  A.  Ripley  Register  of  Deeds,  David 
H.  Jerome  was  appointed  Deputy  to  each,  remaining 
as  such  during  1848-49,  and  receiving  much  praise 
from  his  employers  and  the  people  in  general  for  the 
ability  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
spent  his  summer  vacation  at  clerical  work  on  board 
the  lake  vessels. 

In  1849-50,  he  abandoned  office  work,  and  for  the 
proper  development  of  his  physical  system  spent 
several  months  hauling  logs.  In  the  spring  of  18^0, 
his  brother  "Tiff"  and  himself  chartered  the  steamer 
"Chautauqua,"  and  "Young  Dave"  became  her  mas- 
ter. A  portion  of  the  season  the  boat  was  engaged 
in  the  passenger  and  freight  traffic  between  Port 
Huron  and  Detroit,  but  during  the  latter  part  was 
used  as  a  tow  boat.  At  that  time  there  was  a  serious 
obstruction  to  navigation,  known  as  the  "St.  Clair 
Flats,"  between  Lakes  Huron   and   Erie,  over  which 
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essels  could  (any  only  about  10,000  bushels  of  grain. 
Mi     Jerome   conceived   the  idea  of  towing   vessels 

from  one  Like  to  the  other,  and  put  his  plan  into 
operation.  Through  the  influeni  e  oi  pi  ictical  men, — 
among  them  the  subject  ol  this  sketch, —  Congress 
ived  the  obstruction  above  referred  to,  and  now 
vessels  can  pass  them  laden  with  60,000  or  80,000 
bushels  of   grain. 

During  the  season,  the  two  brothers  succeeded 
in  making  a  neat  little  sum  of  money  by  the  suui- 
mei  s  work,  but  subsequently  lost  it  all  on  a  contract 
i"  raise  the  "Gen.  Scott,"  a  vessel  that  had  sunk  in 
Lake  St.  Clair.  David  H.  came  out  free  from  debt, 
but  possessed  of  hardly  a  dollar  of  capital.  In  the 
spring  of  185  1 ,  he  was  clerk  and  acting  master  of  the 
steamers  "Franklin  Moore"  and  "Ruby,"  plying  be- 
tween Detroit  and  Port  Huron  and  Goderich.  The 
following  year  he  was  clerk  of  the  propeller  "Prince- 
ton." running  between  Detroit  and  Buffalo. 

In  January,  1853,  Mr.  Jerome  went  to  California, 
,>y  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  enjoyed  extraordinary 
success  in  selling  goods  in  a  new  place  of  his  selec- 
tion, among  the  mountains  near  Marysville  He  re- 
Ni  lined  there  during  the  summer,  and  located  the 
Live  Yankee  Tunnel  Mine,  which  has  since  yielded 
millions  to  its  owners,  and  is  still  a  paying  investment, 
lie  planned  and  put  a  tunnel  600  feet  into  the  mine, 
but  when  the  water  supply  began  to  fail  with  the  dr\ 
y.bon,  sold  out  his  interest.  He  left  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  and  in  December  sailed  from  San  Francisco  for 
New  Voik,  arriving  at  his  home  in  St.  Clair  County, 
about  a  year  after  his  departure.  During  hisabsence 
his  brother  "Tiff"  h  'I  Id  ted  at  Saginaw,  and  in 
18^.1  Mr.  Jerome  joined  him  in  his  lumber  operations 
in  the  valley.  In  1855  the  brothers  bought  Black- 
mer  &  Eaton's  hardware  and  general  supply  stores, 
at  Saginaw,  and  David  11.  assumed  the  management 
of  the  busine  From  1855  to  [873  hewasalsoex- 
tged  in  lumbering  operations. 

Soon  after  locating  at  Saginaw  he  was  nominated 
fot  Vlderman  against  Stewart  I!.  Williams,  a  rising 
j  man,  of  strong  Democratic  principles.  The 
ward  was  largely  Democratic,  but  Mr.  Jerome  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority.  When  the  Repub- 
lican partj  was  born  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  David  II. 
Jerome  was,  though  not  a  delegate  to  the  convention, 
one  of  its  "charter  members.'  In  1862,  he  was  com- 
missioned by  Gov.   Austit    Blair  t<    raise  one  ol  the 


six  regiments  apportioned  to  the  State  of  Michi 
Mr.  Jerome  immediately  went  to  work  and  held 
meeting-,  at  various  points.  The  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
displayed  by  this  advoi  ate  of  the  Union  awakened  a 
feeling  of  patriotic  interest  in  the  breasts  oi  1 
brave  men,  and  in  a  short  space  of  time  the  23d 
Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  was  pla<  ed 
in  the  field,  and  subsequently  gained  for  itself  a  bril- 
liant record. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  Mr.  Jerome  was  nominated  b) 
the  Republican  party  for  State  Senator  from  the  26th 
district,  Appleton  Stevens,  of  Bay  City,  being  his  op- 
ponent. The  contest  was  very  exciting,  and  resulted 
in  the  triumphant  election  of  Mr.  Jerome.  He  was 
twice  renominated  and  elected  both  times  by  in- 
creased majorities,  defeating  George  Lord,  of  Bay 
City,  and  Dr.  Cheseman,  of  Gratiot  County.  On  tak- 
ing his  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  was  appointed  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  State  Affairs,  and  was  ac- 
tive in  raising  means  and  troops  to  carry  on  the  war. 
He  held  the  same  position  during  his  three  terms  of 
service,  and  introduced  the  bill  creating  the  Soldiers' 
Home  at  Harper  Hospital,  Detroit. 

He  was  selected  by  Gov.  Crapo  as  a  military  aid, 
and  in  18^5  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  State 
Military  Board,  and  served  as  its  President  for  eight 
consecutive  years.  In  1873,  he  was  apjioimed  by 
Gov.  Bagley  a  member  of  the  convention  to  prepare 
•a  new  State  Constitution,  and  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

In  1875,  Mr.  Jerome  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners.  In  I876  he  was 
Chairman  of  a  cot.imission  to  visit  Chief  Joseph,  the 
Nez  Perce  Indian,  to  arrange  an  amicable  settlement 
of  all  existing  difficulties.  The  commission  went  to 
Portland,  Oregon,  thence  to  the  Blue  Hills,  in  Idaho. 
a  distance  of  600  miles  up  the  Columbia  River. 

At  the  Republican  State  Convention,  convened  at 
Jackson  in  August,  1880,  Mr.  Jerome  was  placed  in 
the  field  for  nomination,  and  on  the  5th  day  of  the 
month  received  the  highest  honor  the  convention 
could  confer  on  anyone.  His  opponent  was  Freder- 
i  k  M.  Ilollowav  of  Hillsdale  County, wh<  was  s\  u- 
ported  by  the  Democratic  and  Greenback  parties 
The  State  was  thoroughly  canvassed  by  bcth  parties, 
and  when  the  polls  were  closed  on  the  evening  ol 
election  day,  it  was  found  that  David  II.  lerome  hid 
been  selected  by  the  voters  of  the  Wolverine  State  tc 
01      n>\     1  he    highest    position    within    the:-,    gift 
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J^fj^l  OSIAH  W.  BEGOLE,  the 
iresent  (1S83),  Governor  of 
^"Michigan  was  born  in  Living- 
ston, County-  X.  Y.,  Jan.  20, 
1815.  His  ancestors  were  of 
French  descent,  and  settled  at 
an  early  period  in  the  State  of 
Mai  y  land.  His  grandfather, Capt. 
Bolles,  of  that  State,  was  an  offi- 
cer in  the  American  army  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  About 
the  beginning  of  the  present  cent- 
ury both  his  grandparents,  having 
become  dissatisfied  with  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery,  although  slave- 
holders themselves,  emigrated  to 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  then 
a  new  country,  taking  with  them  a 
|3  number  of  their  former  slaves,  who 
volunteered  to  accompany  them. 
His  father  was  an  officer  in  the 
American  army,  and  served  during 
the  war  of  TS12. 
Mi.  B.  received  his  early  education  in  a  log  school- 
house,  and  subsequently  attended  the  Temple  Hill 
Academy,  at  Geneseo,  N,  Y.  Being  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  whose  parents  were  in  moder- 
ate though  comfortable  circumstances,  he  was  early 
taught  habits  of  industry,  and  when  21  years  of  age, 
being  ambitious  to  be'ter  his  condition  in  life,  he  re- 
solved to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  far   West,  as   it  was 


then  called.  In  August,  1836,  he  left  the  parental 
roof  to  seek  a  home  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
then  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  He  settled  in 
Genesee  County,  and  aided  with  his  own  hands  in 
building  some  of  the  early  residences  in  what  is  now 
known  as  the  city  of  Flint.  There  were  but  four  or 
five  houses  where  this  flourishing  city  now  stands 
when  he  selected  it  as  his  home. 

In  the  spring  of  1839  he  married  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Miles.  The  marriage  proved  a  most  fortunate  one, 
and  to  the  faithful  wife  of  his  youth,  who  lives  to  en- 
joy with  him  the  comforts  of  an  honestly  earned  com- 
petence, Mr.  Begole  ascribes  largely  his  success  in 
life.  Immedialely  after  his  marriage  he  commenced 
work  on  an  unimproved  farm,  where,  by  his  perse- 
verance and  energy,  he  soon  established  a  good  home, 
and  at  the  end  of  eighteen  years  was  the  owner  of  a 
well  improved  farm  of  five  hundred  acres. 

Mr.  Begole  being  an  anti-slavery  man,  became  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party  at  its  organization. 
He  served  his  townsmen  in  various  offices,  and  was 
in  1S56,  elected  County  Treasurer,  which  office  he 
held  for  eight  years. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he  did  not 
carry  a  musket  to  the  front,  but  his  many  friends  will 
bear  witness  that  he  took  an  active  part  in  recruiting 
and  furnishing  supplies  for  the  army,  and  in  looking 
after  the  interests  of  soldiers' families  at  home.  The 
death  of  his  eldest  son  near  Atlanta,  ( la.,  by  .1  Confed- 
rate  bullet,  in  1864,  was  the  greatest  sorrow  of  his  life. 
When  a  few  years  later  lie  was  a  member  in  Congress 
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d  and  worked  for  the  soldiers' 
bounty  equalization  bill,  an  act  doing  justice  to  the 
1  who  bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  and 
b  ho  should  fare  eq  tally  with  him  who  came  in  at  the 
eleventh  hour.  That  bill  was  defeated  in  the  House 
on  account  of  the  large  appropriation  that  would  be 
required  to  pay  the  same. 

In  1S70.  G  iv.  Begole  was  nominated  by  acclama- 
i  if  the  office  of  State  Senator,  and  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  In  that  body  he  served  on  tin  Com- 
mittees of  Finance  and  Railroads,  and  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Institute  tor  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  Blind.  He  took  a  liberal  and  public- 
spirited  view  of  the  importance  of  a  new  capitol 
building  worthy  of  the  State,  and  -a  i  -  an  ai  live  mem- 
ber of  tlie  Committee  thai  drafted  the  bill  for  the 
same  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republi- 
can Convention  held  at  Philadelphia  in  1  <s 7 j ,  and 
was  the  chosen  member  of  that  delegation  to  go  to 
Washington  and  inform  Gen.  Grant  and  Senator 
Wilson  of  their  nominations.  It  was  while  at  that 
convention  that,  by  the  express  wish  of  his  many 
friends,  lie  was  induced  to  offer  himself  a  can- 
didate for  the  nomination  of  member  to  the  43d  Con- 
.  in  which  lie  was  successful;  after  competing  for 
the  nomination  with  several  of  the  most  worth),  able 
and  experienced  men  in  the  Sixth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict, and  was  elected  by  a  very  large  majority.  In 
ress,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
\   ricultural  and  Public  Expi  Being  one  of 

the  17  farmers  in  that  Congress,  lie  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Committee  of  Agrii  ulture,  and  was  ap- 
ted  by  that  committee  to  draft  the  most  impor- 
tant report  made  by  that  committee,  and  upon  the 
only  comtnended  by  the    President    in   his 

ige,  whii  h  he  did  and  the  report  was   printed   in 
reCOl  I  less;   he  took  an   efficient   though   an 

unobtrusive  pan  in  all  us  proceedii 

I  le  voted  for  1  he   currency  bill,    remo  n    ol 

silver,  and  other  financial  measures,  many  of  which, 
though  defeated  then,  have  since  become  the  se  I  d 
policy  of  the  country.  Owing  to  the  position  which 
Mr.    i  ied  on  these  questions,  he  be<  1 

"  ( ireenbacker." 

In  the  Gubei  lection  of  1882,  Mi.  Begole 

was  the  candidate  oi  both  the  Greenback  and  Dem- 
ocratic parties,  and  1,269, 
the  Republican  candidate,   Ho::.    David    II.    I 


receiw  Mi.    begole,    in    entering 

upon  his  duties  as  Governor,  has  manifested  a  spirit 
that  has  already  won  him  many  friends,  and  bids  fair 
i"  nuke  ins  administration  both  successful  and  pop- 
ular. 

The  very  best  indications  of  what  a  man  is.  is  what 
his  own  townsmen  think  of  him.  We  give  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  Flint  Globe,  the  leading  Re- 
publican paper  in  Gov.  Begole's  own  county,  and  it. 
too,  written  during  the  heat  of  a  political  campaign. 
which  certainly  is  a  Mattering  testimonial  of  his  ster- 
ling worth  : 

'"  So  far,  however,  as  Mr.  Begole,  the  head  of  the 
ticket,  is  concerned,  there  is  nothing  detrimental  to 
his  character  that  can  be  alleged  against  him.  He 
ometimes  changed  his  mind  in  politics,  but  for 
sincerity  of  his  beliefs  and  the  earnestness  of  his  pur- 
pose nobody  who  knows  him  entertains  a  doubt.  He- 
is  incapable  of  bearing  malice,  even  against  his  bit- 
terest political  enemies  He  has  .1  warm,  generous 
nature,  and  a  larger,  kinder  heart  does  not  beat  in 
the  bosom  of  any  man  in  Michigan.  He  is  not  much 
given  to  making  speei  lies,  but  deeds  are  more  signif- 
icant of  a  man's  character  than  wends  There  are 
many  scores  of  men  in  all  parts  of  the  State  where 
Mr.  Kegole  is  acquainted,  who  have  had  practical 
demonstrations  of  these  facts,  and  who  are  liable  tc 
step  outside  of  party  lines  to  show  that  they  do  not 
his  kindness,  and  who.  no  doubt,  wish  that  he- 
was  a  leader  111  whal  would  not- necessarib 
forlorn  hope.  But  the  Republican  party  in  Micl 
is  too  strong  to  be  beaten  by  a  combination  of  Demo- 
1  rats  lib  Greenl  1  kers,  even  if  it  is  marshaled  b\  so 
good  a  man  as  Mr.  Begole." 

This  sketch  would  be  imperfect  without  referring 
to  the  action  of  Mr.  11.  at  the  time  of  the  great  calamity 
that  in  1881  overtook  the  people  of  Northe. 
Michigan,  in  a  few  hours  desolating  while  counties 
'roving  the  results  and  accumulations 
ol  sin  h  hard  work  asouly  falls  to  the  lot  of  pioneers. 
While  the  Port  Huron  and  Detroit  committees  were 
quarreling  over  the  distribution  of  funds,  Mr.  b 
1  agent  in  the  "burnt  district "  a  letter, 

w  i-  make  an  exl  racl  ol  but    a    si. 
"  Until  the  differences   between   the    two   committees 
are  adjusted  and  you   receive  your   regular  supplies 

Iv  111,  draw  on  me.     Let  no  man  suffer  while   I 
have  money."      This    displays  his    true    character. 
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IE  USSELLA.ALGER,Governor 
of  Michigan  for  the  term  com- 
mencing Jan.  I,  1885,  was 
born  in  Lafayette  Township, 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  27, 
183G.  Having  lived  a  tem- 
perate life,  be  is  a  comparative 
4Ttl^   vounS  man  in  appeai-ancc,  and  pos- 

W 


sesses  those  mental  faculties  thai  air 
the  distinguishing  characteristics  ot 
robust,  mature  and  educated  man- 
hood. When  11  years  of  age  both 
his  parents  died,  leaving  him  with  a 
younger  brother  and  sister  to  sup- 
port and  without  any  of  thesubstan- 
tial  means  of  existence.  Lacking  the  opportunity  of 
better  employment,  he  worked  on  a  farm  in  Richfield, 
Ohio,  for  the  greater  part  of  each  of  the  sucee'eding 
seven  years,  saving  money  enough  to  defray  his  ex- 
penses at  Richfield  Academy  during  the  winter 
terms.  He  obtained  a  very  good  English  education, 
and  was  enabled  to  teach  school  for  several  subse- 
quent winters.  In  1857  hecommenced  the  study  of 
law  in  the  offices  of  Wolcott  &  Upson  at  Akron,  re- 
maining until  March,  1859,  when  lie  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  by  the  Ohio  Supreme  Court,  lie  then 
removed  to  Cleveland,  and  entered  the  law  office  of 
Otis  &  Coflinbury,  where  ho  remained  several 
months.  Here  he  continued  bis  studies  with  in- 
creased zeal,  and  did  much  general  reading.  Hard 
study  and  close  confinement  to  office  work,  however, 
began  to  tell  on  his  constitution,  and  failing  health 
warned  him   that   he    must  seek   oilier   occupation. 


He  therefore  reluctantly  abandoned  the  law  and  re- 
moved to  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  to  engage  in  the 
lumber  business. 

When  Michigan  was  called  upon  to  furnish  troops 
for  the  war, Mr.  Alger  enlisted  in  the  Second  Midi 
Cav.  and  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  as  Captain  of  Co.  C.  His  record  as 
a  cavalry  officer  was  brilliant  and  honorable  to 
himself  and  his  company.  He  participated  in  some 
of  the  fiercest  contests  of  the  rebellion  and  was 
twice  wounded.  His  first  injury  was  received  ii 
the  battle  of  Booneville,  Miss.,  July  2,  1862. 
His  conduct  in  this  engagement  was  so  distin- 
guished that  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  oi 
Major.  On  the  same  occasion  bis  Colonel,  the 
gallant  Phil.  Sheridan,  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  Brigadier  General.  A  few  months  later,  on  the 
lCth  of  October,  Major  Alger  became  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  Sixth  Mich.  Cav.,  and  was  ordered 
with  bis  regiment  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
After  marked  service  in  the  early  campaign  of  1  863, 
he  was  again  advanced,  and  on  Juno  2  received  his 
commission  as  Colonel  of  the  Fifth  Mich.  Cav.  Hi. 
regiment  at  this  time  was  in  Custer's  famous  Michi- 
gan cavalry  brigade.  On  the  Oth  of  July  occurred 
the  battle  of  Boonesboro,  Md.  In  this  conflict  be 
was  again  wounded.  His  health  received  a  more 
than  temporary  impairment,  and  in  October,  1864, 
he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  service.  His 
career  as  a  soldier  included  many  of  the  most  cele- 
brated contests  of  the  war.  lie  was  an  active  charac- 
ter in  all  the  battles    fought    by   the   Army    of   the 
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Potomac,  from  tbe  time  of  the  invasion  of  Mary- 
land by  Gen.  Lee  in  18G3,  up  to  the  date  of  his 
n-i  i  lenient,  with  the  exception  of  those  engagements 

which  occurred  while  lie  was  absent  fr luty   on 

account  of  wounds.  In  all  lie  took  part  in  66  bat- 
tles :nicl  skirmishes.  At  the  close  lie  was  breveted 
Brigadier  General  and  Major  General  for  "gallant 
and  meritorious  services  in  the  Held." 

Aside  from  regular  duty,  Gen.  Alger  was  on 
private  service  during  the  winter  of  1863-4,  receiv- 
ing orders  personally  from  President  Lincoln  and 
visiting  nearly  all  the  armies  in  ihcjidd. 

Gen.  Alger  came  to  Detroil  in  1865,  and  since 
that  time  lias  been  extensively  engaged  in  the  pine 
timber  business  and  in  dealing  in  pine  lands.  He 
w.i>  a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Moore  A- 
Alger  until  its  dissolution,  when  he  became  head  of 
the  firm  of  R.  A.  Alger  &  Co.,  I  lie  most  extensive 
[line  timber  operators  in  the  West.  Gen.  Alger  is 
now  president  of  the  corporation  of  Alger,  Smith  & 
Co.,  which  succeeded  R.  A.  Alger  A-  Co.  lie  is  also 
president  of  the  Manistique  Lumbering  Company 
and  president  of  the  Detroit,  Day  City  &  Alpena 
Railroad  Company,  besides  being  a  stockholder  and 
director  of  the  Detroit  National  Bank,  tbe  Peninsu- 
lar Car  Company  and  several  other  large  corpor- 
ations. 

While  always  an  active  and  influential  Republi- 
can, Gen.  Alger  has  never  sought  nor  held  a  sal- 
aried office.  He  was  a  delegate  from  the  First  Dis- 
triet  to  the  last  Republican  National  Convention, 
but  aside  from  this  his  connection  with  politics  lias 
not  extended  beyond  the  duties  of  every  good  cit- 
izen to  his  party  and  his  country. 

Gen.  Alger  is  now  forty-nine  years  of  age,  an 
active,  handsome  gentleman  six  feet  tall,  living 
the  life  of  n  busy  man  of  affairs.  His  military 
bearing  at  once  indicates  hi^  army  life,  and  although 
slenderly     built,     his    Square     shoulders     and     erect 

carriage  give  the  casual    observer    the  impression 

that  hi<  weight  is  fully  180  pounds.  lie  is  a  firm, 
yet  a  most,  decidedly  pleasant-appearing  man,  with 
a    fine    forehead,    rather   a  prominent    IlOSe,   an  iroil- 

gmy  moustache  and  chin  whiskers  and  a  full  head 
of  black  hair  sprinkled  with  gray.  He  is  usually 
ittired  in  the  prevailing  style  of  business  suits.  His 
favorite  dress  has  been  a  high    buttoned  cutaway 


frock  coat,  with  tin-  predominal  ing  cut  of  vest  and 
trousers,  made  of  linn  gray  suiting.  A  high  collar, 
small  cravat,  easy  shoes  and  white  plug  hat  com- 
plete his  personal  apparel.     He    is  very  parti cu la i 

a-  l.i  his  appearance,  and  always  wears  neat    clothes 

of  the  best  u<>"ds.  but  shuns  any  display  of  jewelrj 
or  extravagant  embellishment.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  approachable  men  imaginable.  No  matter 
how  busy  he  may  lie,  lie  always  leaves  his  clesk  t,, 
extend  .a  cordial  welcome  to  every  visitor,  lie  he  of 
high  or  low  situation.  His  affable  manner-  delight 
his  guests,  while  his  pleasing  face  and  blight,  dark 
eyes  always  animate  his  hearers. 

Gen.  Alger  is  a  hard  worker,  lie  is  always  at  his 
office  promptly  in  the  morning  and  stavs  a-  long  as 
anything  remains  that  demands  his  attention.  In 
business  matters  he  is  always  decided,  and  is  never 
shaken  or  disturbed  by  any  reverses.  He' has  the 
confidence  of  his  associates  to  a  high  degree,  and  al. 
his  business  relations  arc  tempered  with  those  linl- 
kindnesses  that  relieve  the  tedium  of  routine  office 
life.  Although  deeply  engrossed  in  various  busi- 
ness pursuits,  Gen.  Alger  has  vet  found  time  for 
general  culture.  He  owns  a  large  library  ami  his 
stock  of  general  information  is  as  complete  as  it  i~ 
reliable.  His  collection  of  paintings  has  i.ccn  se- 
lected with  rare  good  taste,  and  contains  some  of 
the  finest  productions  of  modern  artists.  His  team 
of  bays  are  perhaps  the  handsomest  that  grace  the 
roads  of  Detroit,  and  usually  lead  the  other  outfits 
when  their  owner  holds  the  reins. 

Gen.  Alger  has  an  interesting  family.  His  wit. 
was  Annette  H.  Henry,  the  daughter  of  W.  (• 
Henry,  of  Grand  Rapids,  to  whom  he  was  marriei 
April  2,  1861.  she  is  a  slender  woman  of  faircom- 
plexiou,  bright  and  attractive,  and  a  charming  host- 
ess. She  is  gifted  with  many  accomplishments  and 
appears  quite  young.  There  are  sis  children.  Fa; 
a  lively  brunette,  and  Caroline  A.,  who  is  rather  tali 
and  resembles  her  mother,  have  completed  •  course 
at  an  Kastern  seminary,  and  during  the  past  yeai 
traveled  in  Europe.  The  remaining  members  ol 
the  family  are  Frances,  aged  13;  Russell  A.,  Jr., 
aged  11  ;  Fred,  aged  9, and  Allan, aged  :i.  All  arc 
bright  and  promising  children.  Gen.  Alger  makes 
his  honieat  his  handsome  and  large  new  residence  on 
Fort  street,  al    the  corner  of   First   street, Detroit. 
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YRUS  GRAY  LUCE,  the 
present  Governor  of  Michi- 
gan, combines  in  his  charac- 
ter the  substantial  traits  of 
the  New  England  ancestry 
of  his  father,  and  the  chival- 
rous and  hospitable  elements 
to    the    Southerners,    which 


'#■■ 
peculiar 

came  to  him  from  his  mother's  side  of 
the  house.  The  New  Englanders,  act- 
ive in  the  cause  of  American  liberty, 
after  this  desired  result  was  accom- 
plished, turned  their  attention  to  the 
growth  and  development  of  the 
country  which  their  noble  daring  had 
constituted  independent  of  foreign  rule.  The  pri- 
vations they  endured  and  the  struggles  from  which 
they  had  achieved  victory  built  up  in  tin  m  tlm-c 
qualities  which  in  the  very  nature  of  events  could 
not  be  otherwise  than  transmitted  to  their  posterity, 
and  this  posterity  comprises  a  large  number  of  the 
men  who  to-day,  like  the  subject  of  this  history, 
arc  making  a  record  of  which  their  descendants  will 
be  equally  proud. 

Gov.  Luce  was  born  in  Windsor,  Ashtabula  Co., 
Ohio,  July  2,  1824.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Tolland,  Conn.,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  soon  after  its  close  emigrated  from  New 
England  and  settled  on  the  Western  Reserve  in 
Northern  Ohio.  His  mother,  who  in  her  girlhood 
was  Miss  Mary  Gray,  was  born  in  Winchester,  Va. 
Her  father,  tinctured  with  Abolitionism,  found  his 
home  in  the  Old  Dominion  becoming  uncomforta- 
ble as  an  abiding-place  at  that  time,  and  accord- 
ingly, with  his  wife  and  family  of  young  children, 


he  also  migrated,  in  1815,  to  the  wilds  of  Northern 
Ohio.  There  the  parents  of  our  subject,  in  181!). 
were  united  in  marriage,  ami  continued  residents  of 
Ashtabula  County  until  1836.  There  also  were 
born  to  them  six  sons.  Cyrus  (;.  of  this  sketch  being 
the  second. 

The  incidents  in  the  early  life  of  Gov.  Luce  were 
not  materially  different  from  those  of  other  boys 
living  on  the  farms  in  that  new  country.     He   was 
taught  to  work  at  anything  necessary  for  him  to  do 
and    to    make  himself   useful   around   the   pioneer 
homestead.     When  twelve  years  of  age  his  parents 
removed  further  West,  this  time  locating  in  .Steu- 
ben County,  Ind.     This  section  of  country  was  still 
newer  and  more  thinly  settled,  and  without  recount- 
ing the  particular  hardships  and  privations  which  the 
family  experienced,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  thatbut  few 
enjoyed  or  suffered  a  greater  variety.  Markets  were 
distant  and  difficult  of  access,  the  comforts  of  life 
scarce,  and  sickness  universal.  Young  Luce,  in  com- 
mon with  other  boys,  attended  school  winters  in  the 
stereotyped  log    school-house,   and   ill   summer  as- 
sisted in    clearing  away    the    forests,    fencing    the 
fields  and  raising  crops  after  the  land  was  improved. 
He  attended  three  terms  an  academy  located  at  Or. • 
t;iri.>.  Ind.,  and  his  habit  of  reading  and  observation 
added  essentially  to   his  limited  school  privileges. 
When  seventeen  years  of  age  the  father  of  our 
subject  erected  a  cloth-dressing  and   wool-carding 
establishment,    where    Cyrus   G.    acquired   a    full 
knowledge  of  this  business  and  subsequently  had 
charge  of  the  factory  for  a  period  of  seven  years. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  become   interested  in  local 
politics,  in  which   he  displayed   rare  judgment  and 
sound  common  sense,  and  on  account  of  which,   in 
1848,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Whigs  in  a  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  DeKalb  and   Steuben 
for  Representative   in  the  State   Legislature.     He 
made  a  vigorous  canvass  but  was  defeated  by  eleven 
majority.     This  incident  was   but  a  transient  bub- 
ble on  the  stream  of   his    life,   and    that   same   year 
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Mr.  Luce  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  near 
Gilead,  Branch  Co.,  Mich.,  the  improvement  of 
which  he  at  once  entered  upon,  clearing  away  the 
trees  and  otherwise  making  arrangements  for  the 
establishment  of  a  homestead,  fn  August,  18.49, he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  A.  Dickinson, 
of  Gilead,  and  the  young  people  immediately  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  a  modest  dwelling  on  the 
new  farm.  Here  they  resided  until  the  death  of  the 
wife,  which  took  place  in  August,  L882.  .Mrs. 
Luce  was  the  daughter  of  Obed  and  Experience 
Dickinson,  well-to-do  and  highly  respected  residents 
of  Gilead.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
were  born  five  children,  one  now  deceased. 

In  November,  1883,  Gov.  Luce  contracted  a  sec- 
ond marriage,  with  .Mrs.  Mary  Thompson,  of  Bron- 
son,  this  State.  [Ic  continued  on  the  same  farm, 
which,  however,  by  subsequent  purchase  hail  been 
considerably  extended,  until  after  his  election  to  the 
office  cf  which  he  is  now  the  incumbent.  In  the 
meantime  he  has  had  a  wide  and  varied  experience 
in  public  life.  In  1  852  he  was  elected  to  represent  his 
township  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and 
twoycars  later,  in  185  1.  was  elected  Representative  t<> 
the  first  Republican  Legislature  convened  in  the  Stat.' 
of  Michigan,  lie  served  his  township  altogether 
eleven  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board  <>f  Supervisors. 
In  1858  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer  of  Branch 
County  and  re-elected  in  1860.  In  1864  he  was 
given  a  seal  in  tin-  State  Senate  and  re-elected  in 
1  Mai.  In  the  spring  of  1867  he  was  made  a  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention  to  revise  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  State  of  Michigan,  anil  in  .all  of  the 
positions  to  which  he  has  been  called  has  evidenced 
a  realization  of  the  sober  responsibilities  committed 
to  Lis  care.  To  the  duties  of  each  hegave  the  most 
eon*  :ii  utious  care,  and  has  great  reason  to  feel  pride 
and  satisfaction  in  the  fait  that  during  his  service 
in  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  his  name  appears 
upon  every  roll-call,  he  never  having  been  ab 
from  hi-   pi  <-t  a  day. 

In  .Inly.  1879,  .Mr.  I. nee  was  appointed  State  Oil 
Inspector  by  Gov.  Croswell,and  re-appointed  by 
Gov.  Jerome  in  1881,  serving  in  this  capacity  three 

ami     one-half    year-.       In     the     management     of  the 

duties  of  this  office    he  i-   entitled  to  great  credit. 
The  office  was  not  sought  by  him,  but  the  Governor 


urged  him  to  accept  it.  claiming  that   the  offic-i 
the  most  difficult  he  hail   to  fill,  ami  was  one  which 
required  first-class  executive  ability.     Hcorga 
the  Sjtate  into  districts,  appointed  an  adequate 
of  deputies  and  no  more,  si  cured  a  reduction  of  the 
fees  by  nearly  one-half,  and  in  every  way  man: 
the  affairs  of  the  office  so  efficient!)    ami   satisfac- 
torily thai   above  all  expenses  he  was  enabled  to 
|ii\  int..  the  State  Treasury  during  hi-  management 
$32,000.49. 

In  August  of  the  year  1886  Mr.  I. nee  was  nom- 
inated by  tin-  Republicans  in  convention  assembled 
at  Grand  Rapids,  for  the  office  of  Governor  of 
Michigan  by  acclamation,  and  on  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber following  was  elected  by  a  majority  ol  7,432 
over  his  chief  competitor,  George  I..  Yaple.  Ic 
l*ri  he  became  an  active  member  of  the  farm- 
ers'organization  known  as  the  Grange  Believing 
as  he  does  that  agriculture  furnishes  the  basis  of 
National  prosperity,  he  was  anxious  to  contribute  to 
the  education  and  elevation  of  the  farming  com- 
munity, ami  thus  availed  himself  of  the  opportuni- 
ties offered  by  this  organization  to  aid  in  accom- 
plishing this  result  For  a  period  of  seven  years  he 
was  Master  of  the  state  Grange  but  resigned  the 
position  last  November.  Fidelity  to  convictions, 
close  application  to  business,  whether  agricultural  or 
affairs  of  State,  coupled  with  untiring  industry,  are 
hi-  chief  characteristics.  As  a  farmer,  legislator 
executive  officer,  ami  manager  of  county  as  well  as 
state  affairs,  a- a  private  a-  well  as  a  public  citizen 
his  career  has  all  along  been  marked  with  success 
No  one  can  point  to  a  spot  reflecting  discredit  it 
his  public  career  or  private  life.  He  is  a  man  of 
the  people,  and  self-made  in  the  strictest  sens  •.  His 
whole  life  has  been  among  the  people,  in  fill  sym- 
pathy with  them,  ami  in  their  special  confidence  and 
esteem. 

Personally,  Gov.  Cyrus  <■'•■  I. nee  i-  high-miuded, 
intellectual  ami  affable,  the  object  of  many 
and  warm  friendships,  and  a  man  in  all  respects 
above  reproach.  To  the  duties  of  his  high  position 
In-  ha-  brought  a  fitting  dignity,  and  in  all  the  re 
lations  of  life  that  conscientious  regard  to  duty  of 
which  we  often  read  hut  which  is  too  seldom  seen, 
especially  among  those  having  within  their  hands 
the  interests  i if  State  ami   Nation. 
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EDWIN  P..  WINANS, 
rho  began  his  duties  as 
Governor  of  Michigan, 
January  1,  1891,  is  a  son 
.,  of  the  Empire  State,  of 
T^w  <i>/'J'?sp"  which  his  parents  also  were 
*  natives.  From  German  ancestry  on 
the  father's  side,  he  derives  the  in- 
f  ::fe?/3  stincts  of  frugality  and  careful  con- 
sideration of  ways  and  means,  and 
these  are  strengthened  by  the  sub- 
stantial traits  of  the  Puritan  fore- 
fathers of  his  mother.  Both  lines 
have  transmitted  to  him  the  love 
of  country  and  home  t lint  has  led 
thousands  into  untrodden  wilds  where  they  might 
secure  that  which  would  be  for  the  future  good  of 
themselves  and  posterity. 

.John  and  Eliza  (Way)  Winans  removed  from 
New  York  to  this  .State  in  1834,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Livingston  County,  where  the  boyhood  of 
i  iov.  Winans  was  passed.  He  was  about  eight 
years  old  at  the  time  of  the  removal,  having  been 
hern  at  Avon,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  May  16, 
1826.  Up  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years  lie  attended 
the  district  school,  and  he  then  entered  Albion 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1850. 
The   excitement  attendant  upon  the  discovery  of 


gold  in  California  had  not  died  out,  and  young 
Winans  felt  a  strong  desire  to  visit  the  coast  ami 
try  his  fortune  in  the  mines.  He  decided  in  favor 
of  the  overland  route,  crossed  the  plains  in  safety, 
and  spent  the  ensuing  eight  years  in  seeking  the 
precious  metal — a  quest  that  was  fairly  successful. 

Returning  to  Livingston  County,  this  State,  Mr. 
Winans  bought  land  and  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing. He  has  retained  the  farm  as  his  home  through 
all  the  changes  various  oltieial  positions  have 
brought  him,  and  joyfully  returned  to  it  whenever 
his  faithful  discharge  of  public  duty  would  allow. 
His  estate  now  includes  four  hundred  acres  of  land 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved 
with  buildings  of  the  best  construction  and  modern 
design.  In  connection  with  general  farming  Gov. 
Winans  has  given  considerable  attention  to  raising 
stock  of  high  grades,  and  his  understanding  of 
agriculture  in  its  various  departments  is  broad  and 
deep.  He  believes  that  his  success  in  political  life 
is  largely  due  to  his  thorough  identification  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  Slate  and  no  doubt 
he  is  right, 

The  public  career  of  Gov.  Winans  began  in  1860, 
when  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  county  in  the 
State  Legislature.  He  served  two  consecutive 
terms,  covering  the  period  from  18G0  to  1865.  In 
1867  he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
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vention  of  the  State,  and  in  1876  he  was  elected 
Probate  Judge  of  Livingston  County  for  :i  term 
of  four  years.  The  next  important  position  occu- 
pied by  I  !ov.  Winans  was  thai  of  Congressman  dur- 
ing the  Forty-eighth  and  Forty-ninth  Congresses, 
representing  the  Sixth  District.  It  was  always  his 
lot  to  he  nominated  for  office  when  the  Democratic 
party  was  decidedly  in  the  minority,  but  such  were 
his  personal  characteristics  and  his  reputation  as 
one  interested  in  the  welfare  of  that  ureal  class. 
the  fanners,  that  in  every  case  lie  made  a  successful 
race.  When  he  was  put  up  for  Congress  the  oppo- 
sition had  a  majority  in  the  district  of  three  thou- 
sand votes,  but  he  was  elected  by  a  plurality  of 
thirty.  While  in  Congress  he  took  an  active  part 
in  all  measures  tending  to  the  public  good  and 
-crved  on  the  Committees  on  Agriculture  and  Pen- 
sions. In  the  fall  of  1891  his  name  headed  the 
Democratic  ticket  and  he  was  elected  Governor  of 
the  State. 

In  his  private  life  Gov.  Winans  has  been  as  ex- 
emplary as  in  his  public  career  he  has  been  useful 
and  influent ial.  He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  .and  in  li is  religious  faith  and 
practice  has  the  close  sympathy  of  his  wife,  who 
belongs  to  the  same  society.  His  marriage  was 
solemnized  in  Hamburg,  Livingston  County,  in 
1855,  his  bride  being  Miss  Elizabeth  Galloway,  who 


was  born  and  reared  on  the  farm  she  still  calls  home, 
as  it  was   bought  of  her   father    by  Gov.  Winans. 

She  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Susan  (llaight) 
Galloway,  who  are  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Livingston  County,  whither  they  came 
from  New  York.  She  is  an  educated,  refined  woman, 
whose  mental  attainments  and  social  qualities  lit 
her  for  the  position  which  she  occupies  as  hostess 
of  the  Gubernatorial  mansion.  Governor  and  Mrs. 
Winans  have  two  sons.  George  <•  .  who  is  now  act- 
ing as  his  father's  private  secretary,  and  Edwin  B., 
dr.,  a  graduate  of   West  Point. 

Gov.  Winans  has  in  former  years  shown  himself 
callable  of  close  application  to  the  duties  which  lay 
before  him,  and  his  judicious  decisions  and  wise 
course  when  attempting  to  bring  about  a  worthy 
object,  are  well  known  to  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  the  State.  Although  it  is  often 
said  that  it  is  scarcely  safe  to  judge  of  a  man  until 
his  career  is  closed,  3'et  Gov.  Winans  has  acted  bis 
part  so  well  thus  far  in  life  that  he  is  confidently 
expected  to  add  to  the  credit  that  already  belongs 
to  the  great  commonwealth  of  Michigan,  and  which 
to  a  certain  extent  lies  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  been  and  are  its  chief  executives.  Among  hi.- 
personal  characteristics  are  those  of  a  love  of  truth, 
justice  and  progress,  and  a  cordial,  kindly  spirit 
which  makes  warm  friends  and  stanch  adherent-. 
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)HE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent lime  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
jf  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion -to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
Tli  :  pyramids  of  Rgypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.-  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
Juried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  tht 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity ; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  ndmirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  thougl 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme- 
tery will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone:  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  live? 
are  unworthy  of  uublic  record. 
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\M  ES  C  BAWFOED  ALLEN. 
The  gentleman  whose  portrait  is 

*»  presented  on  the  opposite  page, 
enjoys  the  distinction  of  being 
a  son  of  one  of  the  founders  of 
;  this  beautiful  and  scholastic  city 
of  Ann  Arbor.  His  fatlier,John 
Allen,  who  was  a  man  of  great 
force  of  character  and  un- 
daunted enterprise,  was  horn  in 
Augusta  County.  \'a..  May  17, 
179(5.  It  was  as  early  as  Jan- 
uary. 1,824,  when  lie  came  to 
the  wild  Wot  and  in  company 
with  E.  W.  Ramsey  and  his 
wife,  whom  he  met  in  De- 
trot,  located  upon  the  site  of  Ann  Arbor.  He 
speculated  largely  in  lands,  and  at  one  time 
owned  many  thousands  of  acres  in  the  western  part 
Of  the  State.  The  hard  times  of  1837  brought 
heavy  financial  burdens  upon  him  and  ureal  losses, 
but  he  was  of  that  nature  which  never  sinks  be- 
neath the  load,  and  at  all  times  he  worked  for  the 
ultimate  development  of  Ann  Arbor.  In  company 
with  .Mr.  S.  W.  Dexter  lie  was  interested  in  the 
publication  of  the  Western  Emigrant  the  first  paper 
in  this  county. 

The  first  wife  of  John  Allen  was  Mary  Crawford 
who  belonged  to  an  old  family  of  Virginia.  She 
became  .Mrs.  Allen  November  '-'.  1815,  and  died 
May  6,  1819,  previous  to  her  husband's  migration 
to  the  West.  His  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Ann  J. 
McCue.  widow  of  Dr.  William  McCue,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Barry, of  Londonderry,  Ireland.  Mr. 
Allen  went  to  California  in  1850,  hoping  to  re- 
trieve his  fortunes,  but  hi.--  life  was  not    spared    to 


accomplish  this  great  desire,  as  he  was  called  to  his 
eternal  rest,  March  11.  L851. 

Our  subject  was  horn  in  Augusta  County.  Va., 
six  miles  from  Stanton,  on  the  4th  of  October. 
1816.  His  mother  was  taken  from  him  by  death 
when  he  was  not  quite  three  years  old, leaving  two 
children,  this  hoy  and  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who 
is  now  Mrs.  William  W.  Wilson,  of  Markesan. 
Green  Lake  County,  Wis.  The  second  wife  had 
two  sons  by  a  previous  marriage,  and  by  her  union 
with  Mr.  Allen  had  one  daughter,  Sarah  Ann,  who 
married  Dr.  Waddell.  of  Augusta  County,  Va.,  and 
died  there  about  is.s:i.  The  paternal  grandparents 
hail  come  with  the  family  to  Ann  Arbor,  and  in 
July,  L828,  the  grandfather  died,  and  James  C.  and 
his  sister  accompanied  by  their  grandmother  re- 
turned to  Virginia,  October  2*.  LS2K.  It  was  not 
until  1832  that  our  subject  returned  to  Ann  Ar- 
bor, where  he  remained  until  1836,  when  he  was 
sent  to  Lima,  X.  Y..  to  school,  hut  not  having  good 
health  he  returned  to  .Michigan,  and  undertook 
farm  work  in  Pittsfield  Township,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  few  years,  and  then  came  to  Ann  Ar- 
bor  and  clerked  for  some  time. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject-  upon  the  9th  of 
May.  1848,  united  him  with  Miss  Martha  T.  Porter, 
daughter  of  Edward  Porter,  who  came  here  from 
New  York  the  previous  year.  The  young  couple 
removed  to  a  farm  near  Tecumseli,  where  Mr. 
Allen  remained  for  six  years  until  after  the  death 
of  the  wife,  January  8,  1X52.  Later  he  lived  on 
the  Pittsfield  farm  for  twelve  years.  In  1865  he 
removed  to  Ann  Arbor,  and  for  three  years  en- 
gaged in  miscellaneous  business.  He  was  again 
married  April  2.  1856,  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Ayres,  of 
Brooklyn.    Jackson     County.      Her    parents    were 
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among  tin-  pioneers  of  thai  county,  and  she  had 
grown  I"  womanhood  in  Michigan.  Her  death  oc- 
curred tin'  last  Hi'  November,  L868,  in  Ann  Arbor 
Township,  and  she  Ief I  four  children.  Mr.  Allen 
now  resides  on  Ins  farm  two  miles  north  of  the,  city. 
Ilr  has  -i\  hundred  acres  of  finely  improved  land, 
mikI  three  hundred  of  them  are  under  cultivation. 
He  pays  much  attention  in  the  breeding  of  fine 
horses  and  lias  some  fine  Hambletonian  stuck. 

'l'lir  present  Mrs.  Allen  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Frances  Eliza  Ayers,  and  was  united  in  marriage 
with  our  subject,  March    •_':».  1873,  and    is  a  sister 

nf  the   sec I   wife,  and   was  her  housekeeper  for 

six  years,  as  she  was  ('mil  in  health,  she  is  a 
woman  of  greal  capabilities,  and  highly  esteemed 
liv  .-ill  who  have  known  her  throughout  life.  :is  her 
devotion  to  her  sister  was  truly  beautiful,  and  her 
efficiency  unquestionable.  She  was  born  May  L3, 
1836,  in  New  Jersey.  By  the  first  marriage  there 
were  two  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
and  the  Other,  Mary  C.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Wood, 
of  Ann  Arbor.  Mrs.  Mai  \  .lane  Allen  had  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Daniel  Ayres  Ulen,  who  is  a  book 
seller  in  Chicago;  Martha  J.,  who  died  at  the  age 
•  if  fifteen;  William  McClung,  who  is  in  A.  ('.  Mc- 
Clurg's  book  store  in  Chicago;  and  Elizabeth  Tate. 
who  is  an  invalid  and  at  home.  The  present  Mrs. 
Allen  has  two  children,  Frances  Josephine  and 
Genevieve,  the  former  being  a  student  in  the  High 
School,  and  of  most  promising  talents  and  charac- 
ter. 

The  subjeel  i'i  this  sketch  "as  first  a  Whig,  and 
later  a  Republican,  and  has  voted  for  both  Presi- 
dents Harrison,  lie  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  since  1866,  has  assisted  largely 
in  church  purposes,  and  indeed  in  everything  which 
has  been  calculated  to  build  up  the  county,  lie  is 
a  man  of  wonderful  energy,  and  like  his  lather,  is 
full  of  enterprise.  In  1882  he  made  a  visit  back 
tn  the  old  I e  in  \  irginia,  which  he  greatly  en- 
joyed. 

An  incident  of  great  interest  in  the  early  life  of 
our  subject  was  connected  with  the  first  summer 
which  his  father's  family  spenl  in  this  vicinity. 
The  Rumsey  and  Allen  families  spent  the  summer 
together,  living  in  a  tent  and  an  aril  ir  which  was 
luiilt    mi   the   south    -id.'  n|    Huron  Street,  near  the 


click.  As  both  Mr-.  Rumsey  and  Mr-.  Allen  an- 
swered in  the  name  nf  Ann,  the  pretty  and  com- 
fortable booth  was  named  by  their  husbands,  Ann-' 
Arbor,  whence  came  the  name  of  our  beautiful 
city.      The  lather  built  a  blnck  house    mi    the    loca- 

tioi w  occupied  by  the  Savings  Bank,  and  there 

the  family  lived  fur  two  years,  after  which  they 
removed  into  a  house  which  was  situated  on  the 
site  of    the  livery  stable  now  owned   by    Mr.    l'ohe- 

llllls. 

shortlx  after  the  father  of  our  subject  settled  in 
Ann  Arbor,  the  entire  Allen  family  consisting  of 
the  grandfather  and  grandmother  of  our  subject, 
his  uncle  .lame-  T..  his  two  sister-  and  step-mother, 
came  to  this  city  in  October  and  moved  into  the 
blockhouse.  The  grandfather  erected  a  sawmill 
with  old-fashioned  machinery  and  COg  wheel- made 
of  maple  wood,  which  was  the  first  mill  erected 
west  of  Detroit  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Before 
he  was  nine  years  old  James  C.  Allen  assisted  bis 
grandfather  in  sawing  the  maple  logs  for  the  mill 
with  the  aid  of  a  cross-cut  saw. 


ILL1AM  R  NAY  LOU.  deceased.  The 
sketch  here  given  is  that  of  a  former  citi- 
zen and  resident  of  Noi'thfield  Township. 
Washtenaw  County,  and  is  a  tribute  paid  to  his 
many  virtues  and  to  the  lc— mis  which  as  a  father 
he  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  his  children  by 
the  example  of  a  noble  and  honorable  life,  which, 
although  it  was  fraught  with  hard  labor  and 
patient  industry,  was  a  model  to  his  heirs  of  the 
sterling  qualities  that  characterized  a  man  who 
lived  nearer  to  nature  in  its  purity  than  to  the 
art  dices  ol'  society. 

Mr.  Naylor,  whose  decease  wa-  deplored  by 
numerous  people  outside  of  his  own  immediate 
circle,    was    born   near   Soiuerx  ille.    N.  .1..    where    he 

grew  to  maturity  and  married  Mi—   Mary   A.  Hall. 

They  first  set  up  their  household  gods  and  goods 
in  their  native  place  where  two  children  were 
added    to  their    household.        After    a     residence    of 

some  lime  there  they   removed  to  Seneca,  N.  V.. 
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where  they  resided  for  ten  years  ami  when'  three 
little  ones  were  added  to  their  family.  In  1834 
they  removed  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Washte- 
naw County  and  after  coming  hen-  three  other 
children  enlarged  the  hounds  of  the  family  circle. 
They  then  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  whose 
names  are  as  follows:  Sarah,  John  V..  George  H., 
Margaret,  .Martin  and  Martha  who  were  twins. 
Rebecca  and  one  who  died  in  infancy  while  living 
in  New  York. 

Mr.  Naylor  is  a  son  of  Thomas  Naylor,  who  was 
probably  born  in  New  Jersey,  but  was  descended 
from  an  English  family.  Our  subject  was  a  thor- 
ough-going farmer,  one  little  given  to  display  and 
who  at  all  times  attended  to  his  own  business.  At 
an  early  day  he  was  an  old-time  Whig,  but  later 
became  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  Our 
subject  had  three  sons  who  still  live  in  the  county. 
They  are  John  V.,  George  II.  and  Martin.  John 
Y .  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  when  I  ml 
twelve  years  of  age  and  remained  here  where  he 
grew  to  maturity  and  assisted  in  clearing  his 
father's  farm.  In  1849  lie  wa>  married  to  Miss 
Polly  Bennett,  who  is  a  native  of  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.  To  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  John  Y.  Naylor  have 
never  been  vouchsafed  the  care  of  a  child,  hut  the 
largeness  of  their  hearts  is  shown  by  the  fart  that 
they  have  reared  two  orphans  who  have  grown  to 
maturity  and  have  married  from  beneath  their 
roof.      Pol iticallv  John  Y.  is  a  Democrat. 


* 


ty^  ON.  JAMES  WEBSTER  CHILDS.  Death 
loves  a  shining  mark,  and  in  taking  away 
the  gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the  head 
of  this  sketch  the  Stale  has  been  deprived 
of  a  man  who  had  acquired  a  wide  reputation, 
not  only  for  mental  acumen  in  commercial  af- 
fairs and  business  life,  but  as  Statesman  and 
legislator,  having  formerly  represented  the  Fourth 
District  in  the  House  and  State  Senate  for 
eight  terms.  He  was  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
llampshire  and  was  born  June  Hi.  1826,  being  a 
son  of  Josiah  and  Abigail  (hilds.  natives  of   New 


Hampshire.  The  young  man  grew  up  in  his  native 
State  an  d  early  in  life  conceived  the  idea  of  becom- 
ing an  educator.  He  had  taken  the  preparatory 
course  for  college,  confidently  expecting  to  enter 
one  of  the  institutions  of  the  East.  when,  owing  to 
ill  health,  he  was  compelled  to  give  up  the  idea,  a 
severe  blow  to  him  in  more  respects  than  one. 

Although  disappointed  in  his  university  career, 
our  subject  received  a  very  good  education,  and 
while  engaged  in  teaching  he  pursued  a  course 
of  study,  and  doubtless  acquired  as  much  as  do 
many  young  men  in  a  university  course.  To  the 
other  branches  which  he  taught  he  added  penman- 
ship, in  which  he  wa-  particularly  proficient  and 
from  the  income  derived  in  this  way  he  was  en- 
abled to  pursue  his  own  studies  under  very  good 
conditions.  A  man  of  wide  reading,  thoughtful 
ami  of  excellent  judgment  and  discrimination,  he 
talked  well  on  every  subject  and  was  gifted  as  an 
orator, so  that  as  time  passed  on  at  every  public  occa- 
sion when  it  was  desired  that  party  principles 
should  be  explained  to  the  public,  Mr.  Childs  was 
selected  by  common  consent,  as  being  the  best  and 
most  forcible  speaker,  and  with  the  greatest,  ability 
lo  com  ince  the  general  mind. 

August  30,  1848,  the  original  of  our  sketch  was 
married  in  New  Hampshire,  to  Miss  Lucy  A.  Hub- 
bard, who  was  a  native  of  the  same  State  with  him- 
self and  who  was  born  September  13,  1*'2.~>.  in 
Claremont,  N.  II.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Solomon 
and  Amarilla  (Cowles)  Hubbard.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut  and  her  mother  of  New 
Hampshire.  She  waseducated  at  the  Kimball  Union 
Academy,  of  Meridan,  N.  II..  and  adds  the  charm 
of  a  well  stored  mind  to  her  personal  attractions. 

After  their  marriage,  in  1848,  Senator  Childs 
and  his  wife  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  settled  on 
the  farm  where  his  widow  now  resides.  It  must 
have  been  a  great  trial  to  the  gentlewoman  to 
leave  her  early  home  of  culture  and  refinement  and 
to  take  up  new  lines  in  a  pioneer  country.  How- 
ever, together  they  bravely  resolved  to  make  the 
best  of  the  matter  and  the  young  husband  first  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  which  was  partially 
improved,  although  the  surrounding  country  was 
almost  entirely  virgin  forest,  for  they  were  among 
the    early    pioneers    of    Augusta    Township.     Mr. 
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Childs  added  at  various  times  i<>  bis  original  pur- 
chase, until  he  was  the  owner  of  aboul  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  as  fine  land  as  there  is  in  the  county, 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  Me  devoted  his  attention 
to  general  farming,  gaining  extensivelj  in  .•-tuck, 
which  he  was  most  successfulin  raising.  They  also 
carried  on  a  most  profitable  dairj  business  for 
years,  and,  indeed,  the  handsome  fortune  thai  the 
couple  accumulated  was  onlj  acquired  byconstanl 
industry.  Mr.  Childs  was  full  of  energy  and  per- 
severance until  the  last, and  was  an  excellent  man- 
ager, lie  soon  became  known  as  a  man  of 
unswerving  integrity  and  of  line  business  qualifi- 
cations, lie  was  early  elected  Supervisor  <>t' 
Augusta  Township  and  served  in  that  capacity  for 
several  years  under  the  old  law.  He  also  served  as 
School  Superintendent,  in  which  work  he  was  par- 
ticularly interested,  a-  his  early  enthusiasm  for  edu- 
cational work  never  left  him. 

In  1869  Gov.  Baldwin  appointed  our  subject  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  the  Michigan  Agricul- 
tural College;  he  was  subsequently  twice  reap- 
pointed, holding  the  position  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  lie  was  President  of  the  Farmers'  ami 
Mechanics'  Trade  Association  for  twelve  years. 

Previous  to  our  subject's  election  a-  Senator  he 
served  for  two  years  in  the  Lower  House  of  the 
state  Legislature  and  during  that  term  his  ability 
was  so  conclusively  tested  and  his  integrity  as  a 
man  and  a  representative  of  the  pi  ople  was  so  sat- 
isfactory that  he  was  subsequently  elected  state 
Senator,  which  position  he  tilled  for  six  consecu- 
tive years,  acting  in  such  a  way  as  to  reflect  the 
greatest  credit  upon  his  constituents  as  well  as  upon 
himself.  A  fervent  Republican  in  his  political 
principles, he  was  a  stronghold  of  that  party  in  his 
section  and  accomplished  some  of  the  best  work 
done  in  thai  direction  in  the  vicinity  that  he  rep- 
resented, lie  had  been  spoken  of  as  Governor  of 
the  State  by  his  political  friends,  but  positively  de- 
clined to  consider  such  a  candidacy.  In  the~c 
da  \  -  of  party'  corruption  a  man  who  is  noted  for  his 

conscientiousness  in  state  afft  irs  is  so  fare  a  thing 
a-  to  attract  general  attention.  Thestrongest  hold 
tlril  our  subjeel  had  upon  his  constituency  was  his 
wide  reputation  for  political  honesty.  He  was 
impervious  to  bribes. 


In  private  life  Senator  Childs  was  simple  and 
unassuming.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  both  active  in  Sunday- 

scl I  work.     The  cause  of  temperance  was  also 

one  iii  which  Mr.  Childs  was  an  ardent  Supporter. 
A  man  whose  geniality  extended  to  all   classes  of 

society,  he  was  ever  popular,  and  at  hi-  death  there 

was  general  mourning,  and  those  who  knew  him 
mosl  intimately  and  were  acquainted  with  his 
frailties  as  well  as  his  strong  points  loved  him 
best,     lie  was  an  enterprising  citizen  andasucce — 

fill  business  man.  as  the    line    estate    which    he    lift 

attest-.  His  willow  now  occupies  the  farm,  which 
comprises  two  hundred  and  ten  acres.  Senator 
Childs  had  a  State  reputation  as  a  temperance 
worker  and  was  the  Brst  President  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Temperance  Society,  at  Lansing,  this  state. 
He  was  a  brother  of  the  lion.  Aaron  Childs 
(deceased)     and    Josiah     Childs.    the     latter     being 

among  the  octogenarian  and  honorable  pioneers  of 

Washtenaw  County.  The  decease  of  Senator 
Childs  took  place  November  8,  1882.  Thecortege 
that  followed  him  to  his  last  resting  place  com- 
prised many  of  the  most  eminent  men  in  the  State, 
who  were  proud  to  claim  our  subject  as  a  friend 
and  associate. 


J«f[  I.KX  WHITE  HAMILTON  is  the  Presi- 
dent and  Superintendent  of  the  Ann  Ar- 
bor Water  Company,  lie  was  born  in 
Salem,  this  county,  March  ti.  1848,  and  is 
a  -on  of  Warren  Hamilton,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  who  was  bom  a1  Pelham  in  L816.  For 
many  years  after  coming  to  Michigan  he  was  Sec- 
retarj  and  Treasurer  of  the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of  Washtenaw  County,  and  held  a  prom- 
inent place  in  the  confidence  of  the  people,  lie 
was  a  son  of  doc]  Hamilton,  of  Scotch  descent. 
Col.  Warren  Hamilton,  the   father   of  our  subject, 

was    Colonel     of   a     regiment     of    State    militia    of 
Michigan,  and  hence-  the  t  itle. 

The  mother  of  our  subjeel   was    Miss  Anna  W'al- 
drou.      She    was    horn     iii    the    town    of   Romulus. 
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Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1817.  she  was  a  daugh- 
tei  of  Richard  Waldron,  who  was  a  lineal  descend- 
ant of  Baron  Resolve  Waldron,  of  Holland,  and 
who  had  the  first  land  grant  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  given  by  the  king  of  Holland  Cor  services 
rendered  to  his  native  country.  Warren  Hamil- 
ton came  to  Michigan  when  <  > 1 1 1  \  eighteen  years 
old,  and  settled  in  Salem  Township,  where  he 
carried  <m  general  farming  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  was  married  after  coming  here,  at  about  the 
age  of  tweiity-nne.  He  then  removed  to  Ann 
Arbor,  and  there  became  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
of  the  .Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  His 
death  occurred  in  1*77.  and  he  left  a  widow  and 
six  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living. 

Alex.  W.  Hamilton  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth 
Of  the  family.  He  spent  his  youth  on  the  farm 
and  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  at  the 
district  school.  He  entered  the  High  School  at 
Ann  Arbor,  and  completed  the  course  in  two 
years,  after  which  he  entered  the  Classical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  graduating 
in  1871,  and  taking  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  In  1873  the  degree  of  A.  M.  was  conferred 
The  succeeding  year  he  devoted  to  study  in  the 
law  course  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1872  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  the  Athens  of  the 
West.  In  1HH1  he  was  made  the  Secretary  of  the 
Toledo  and  Ann  Arbor  Railroad,  and  during  his 
term  of  office  was  Attorney  for  the  road.  Resum- 
ing his  law  practice,  he  was  instrumental  in  organ- 
izing numerous  business  enterprises,  among  others 
the  water  company,  which  was  organized  in  1885, 
and  under  this  organization  our  subject  is  now 
President  and  Superintendent.  Under  his  execu- 
tive management  much  lias  been  accomplished. 
Twenty-five  miles  of  water  mains  have  been  laid  in 
the  city,  and  the  works  are  among  the  most  per- 
fectly constructed  in  the  State.  This  has  not  only 
required  time  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  but 
also  large  investments  in  money. 

Aside  from  the  interests  above  mentioned,  Mr. 
Hamilton  is  one  of  the  Director.- of  the  Michigan 
furniture   Company,  which   employs  from   eighty 

to  one  hundred  men.     The  fine  trad  of   land  c - 

prising  forty-five  acres, in  the  southern  part  of  the 


city,  is  laid  out  as  an  addition  by  Hamilton.  Rose 
>V-  Sheehan.  the  center  of  which  is  a  park  compris- 
ing eight  and  one-half  acres,  donated  to  the  city 
and  called  Hamilton  Park.  Mr.  Hamilton  owns 
the  line  building  known  as  the  Hamilton  Block, 
which  is  situated  on  the  coiner  of  Huron  and 
Fourth  Streel  3. 

October  3,  1877,  Mr.  Hamilton  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  May  Hale,  a  daughter  of  Lo- 
renzo I).  Hale,  of  Ann  Arbor.  She  is  a  native  of 
Jackson  County,  this  State.  Mis.  Hamilton  is  an 
attractive  woman,  who  presides  with  dignity  ami 
elegance  over  their  pleasant  home.  Our  subject 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  an  influential  man  in 
the  state.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  for  twenty  years  past,  and  is  one  of 
its  Trustees.  Mr.  Hamilton  east  his  first  vole 
lor  U.  S.  Grant,  and  his  last  for  Benjamin  F.  Harri- 
son. 


■    ■ 


■  -  - 


OlIN  STARKWEATHER.  Man  does 
not  come  into  the  world  full  grown.  He 
learns  a  few  isolated  facts  and  from  these 
he  evolves  related  truths  and  only  at  the 
time  of  saying  "vale"  to  the  world  is  he  a  man  in 
stature  and  intellect.      His  life  is  but  a  preparatory 

-el 1  for  the  life   to  come.       It    is   so   with  every 

one  and  nol  less  so  to  the  man  whose  name  i- 
above.  He  developed,  he  acquired,  he  struggled, 
he  died,  when  to  the  finite  mind  In-  was  only  read\ 
to  live  well,  but  a  nobler  life  is  continued  above. 

Our  subject  died  February  2.  1883.  lie  had 
retired  at  the  lime  of  his  decease  from  active  busi- 
ness and  made  his  home  in  the  town  of  Vpsilanti, 
where  he  is  surrounded  by  congenial  friends  and 
neighbors.  His  home  was  located  on  the  site  now 
occupied  by  the  Ladies'  Library.  His  death  left 
widowed  the  companion  of  his  manhood  years. 
Mrs.  Starkweather  is  an  estimable  lady,  who  still 
makes  her  home  in  tin-  city.  She  was  in  her 
maiden  days  a  Miss  Mary  A.  Newberry  and  born 
at  Waterville,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  September  22. 
L819.      she  i-  a   daughter  of    Flihu  and    Rhoda 
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(Phelps)  Newberry,  botli  of  whom  were  bom  at 
Windsor,  near  Hartford,  (nun.  After  the  mar- 
riage <>t"  Mrs.  Starkweather's  parents  1 1  n •  \  removed 
I o  Oneida  Countj  and  there  lived  until  1836,  .Mr. 
Newberry  being  a  business  man  whose  efforts  in 
thai  direction  were  crowned  with  success.  He 
moved  in  Detroit  in  1836  anil  soon  alter  changed 
bis  place  of  residence  to  Romeo,  Macomb  County, 

where    lie    purchased    a    trail    of    new    land.        .Mrs. 

Starkweather    nut    and    married    her    husband    in 
Detroit,  their  marriage  being  solemnized  June  5, 
1839. 
John  Starkweather  was   born    in   Trumansburg, 

Seneca  County,  N.  Y..  July  '-'I.  lsi>7.  and  came  to 
Detroit    in    1836.      lie  was  fust  employed  iii   the 

Office     of     the     State     Superintendent     of      Public 

instruction  and  while  thus  engaged  he  purchased 
the  farm  near  Ypsilanti  which  the  family  after- 
ward occupied  and  which  the  widow  now  owns, 
the  deed  being  Signed  by  the  President.  Andrew 
Jackson.  It  was  part  of  the  school  lands  set  aside 
b)  the  Stale  and  never  has  changed  hands.  After 
marriage  thej  resided  in  Marshall  for  two  years 
and  then.  March  12.  IS  II.  came  to  this  place. 
spending  thirty-four  years  on  their  farm,  which  is 
only  one  and  a   half    miles  west  of    the  city.      Thc\ 

occupied  that  until  the  fall  of  1875,  improving 
it  and  making  of  it  a  comfortable  and  delightful 
home. 

Peeling    that    the    lime    had     passed     for    active 
employ  in  agricultural  labor  and  also   feeling  the 

need     of    being     more     accessible    to     friend-    and 

neighbors, they  purchased  a  place  on  Huron  Street, 

where  they  lived  until  the  death  of  our  subject 
and  three  years  after  that  sad  bereavement  the 
widow  continued  in  the  place  and  held  ii  in  her 
name  until  the  house  and  a  portion  of  the  lot  was 
deeded  by  her  to  the -Ladies'  Library"  in  1890. 
Besides  the  ground,  which  is  very  valuable,  she 
also  made  a  gifl  of  the  residence,  which  is  a  brick 
structure  and  all  that  appertains  thereto,  moreover 
a  line  memorial  window,  of  art  glass,  made 
at  Tiffany's,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Starkweather  aboul  1887 
commenced  the  erection  of  a  chapel  at    Highland 

(  emeterx  .  w  hi.  Ii  ha-  COSI  her  $10,000.  In  this 
also     are     beautiful     memorial     windows     made     liy 

Tiffany,  in  remembrance  of  Rhoda  Newberry,  her 


mother:  John  s.  Newberry,  a  brother  who  died 
in  Detroit:  Ira  M.  Weed,  who  came  here  a-  a 
Presbyterian  clergyman  a-  early  as  1832;  and 
another  for  the  Rev.  John  D.  Pierce,  who  was 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and 
with  whom  Mr.  Starkweather  was  associated  al  an 
early  day.  and  who  will  lie  recognized  by  many 
who  are  interested  in  educational  matters  as  the 
father  of  the  Michigan  school  system.  The  chapel 
is  for  the  religious  use  of  any  who  de-ire  services 
in  the  cemetery.     The   building  is  exceptionally 

tine,  the  style  of  architecture  and  the  working  out 
of  detail  being  harmonious  with  the  place.  It- 
interior  dei  orations  are  very  beautiful. 

lie-ides  this  inunilicent  gift  Mrs.  Starkweather 
has  donated  to  the  city  a  very  line  humane  drink- 
ing  fountain,  where  both  man  and  beast  may  slake 
their  thirst.  It  i-  surmounted  by  a  statue  of 
Hebe.  This  was  erected  in  1889  and  besides  add- 
ing a  feature  of  beauty  to  the  eity.it  has  proved  a 
ureal  blessing  to  the  people  "f  this  place.  The 
lady  who  has  so  munificently  contributed  of  her 
store  to  the  city  with  which  she  has  been  identified 
so  long,  is  associated  in  her  religious  creed  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  she  has  been  a 
member  for  more  than  half  a  eentu  rv.  She  has. 
moreover,  been  very  generous  in  her  contribution s 
In  the  upbuilding  and  support  of  new  and  Strug- 
gling  church  organizations  in  different  places. 
Were  there  more  who.  like  Mrs.  Starkweather, 
would  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  make 
themselves  blessed  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man  by 
employing  their  fortune  as  has  she.  the  world 
would  lie  better,  and  man,  as  an   individual,  purer 


-'   f 


c=Llr=> 


KN.IAMIN   D.  KELLY,  one  of   Michigan's 
native  sons,  was  born  September  22.  isit. 

in     Washtenaw     County,     being    a     son      of 

Christian  and  Sarah  A.  (Steere)  Kelly.  The 
mother  was  horn  .Inly  21.  1812,  and  still  survives, 
while  the  father,  who  was  horn  near  Berne, Switzer- 
land, in  1809, has  passed  to  the  other  life.  Christ- 
ian Kelly  migrated  with   his  parent-  in  America  at 
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the  age  of  nine  years,  and  when  sixteen  years  old 
came,  in  1X2.~>.  to  Michigan, settling  on  section  28, 
Ypsilanti  Township,  Washtenaw  County,  where  lie 
became  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers,  lie  was  the 
father  of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subjeel  are.  Will- 
iam W.,  who  lives  in  Minnesota;  Anne,  Mrs.  S.  R. 
Crittenden,  of  Eaton  Rapids;  Christian,  now  Clerk 
of  Ypsilanti  Township,  and  .lane,  Mrs.  F.  W.  Hor- 
ner, of  Augusta  Township.  The  father  was  orig- 
inally a  Whig  but  after  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party  joined  its  ranks.  In  his  death, 
which  took  place  November  2:5,  1869,  the  county 
hist  one  of  its  most  public-spirited  and  useful  men. 
He  did  a  great  amount  of  genuine  pioneer  work. 
felling  hundreds  of  trees  and  preparing  land  for 
cultivation. 

Mr.  Kelly  was  a  sturdy  helper  of  his  father  in 
the  pioneer  days  and  devoted  much  of  his  time  to 
the  farm,  taking,  however,,  what  education  he  could 
gain  from  the  district  schools.  His  first  marriage, 
which  took   place  in   18(59,  united   him  with    Emily 

Moore,  who  bore  him  five  children,  three  of  wl 

are  living,  namely:  Lewis  ('.,  Anna  and  Mary.  The 
wife  and  mother  passed  from  earth  April  1.  1883. 
The  second  wife  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
names  of  Helen  Pester,  and  she  had  one  son.  Will- 
iam ]>. 

In  his  early  manhood  Mr.  Kelly  was  for  a  while 
during  1864  in  the  employ  of  the  Government, 
being  with  construction  parties  on  railroads,  build- 
ing high  bridges  and  working  under  military  con- 
trol under  the  command  of  Gen.  Sherman.  He 
was  thus  engaged  for  five  and  one-half  months. 
After  this  time  he  returned  to  Michigan  where  he 
has  since  remained,  and  where  he  now  owns  a  line 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-live  acres  of  land. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly  take  an  active  in  Iciest  in 
social  matters  and  have  a  hospitable  home  to  which 
their  neighbors  are  ever  welcome.  Mis.  Kelly  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Ypsilanti. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Kelly  has  been  en- 
gaged  in  bleeding  Shropshire  sheep,  which  are 
registered,  as  also  are  his  thoroughbred  Short-horn 
and  Durham  cattle.  He  is  making  a  specialty  in 
these  lines  and  is  very  successful,     lie  is  gaining  a 


reputation  as  a  breeder  of  line  sheep  and  cattle. 
in>t  only  throughout  the  township  but  in  other 
parts  of  the  county.  lie  is  alive  to  matters  of 
public  importance  and  deeply  interested  in  the 
success  of  the  Republican  party  with  which  he  has 
long  been  identified. 


'•    *    ^. 


W.  BASSETT  was  born  in  Onondaga 
County.  N.  Y.,  July  8,  1832.  He  is  a  son 
of  Ira  Bassett,  of  Litchfield  County,  Conn.. 
who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  when 
a  young  man  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1839.  He 
located  first  at  Lodi  Plains,  in  the  township  of 
Lodi,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  en- 
gaged  in  farming,  pursuing  this  calling  until  his 
decease,  which  occurred  in  June,  1885.  He  was 
born  in  November,  17'.»'.».  Our  subject's  grand- 
father, Nathan  Bassett.  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
was  probably  of  Welsh  descent,  while  our  subject's 
mother  was  prior  to  her  marriage,  Marcum  Hunt,  a 
native  of  New  York,  she  still  survivesand  makes 
her  home  at  Ann  Arbor  with  a  sou.  She  is  the 
mother  of  live  children,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and 
received  a  district-school  education,  after  which  he 
attended  Llldding's  Academy.  He  then  entered 
the  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor  in  1850, 
graduating  in  1854  from  the  literary  department. 
After  finishing  his  own  course  at  college  he  en- 
gaged for  some  time  in  teaching,  his  first  year  be- 
ing spent  at  Tecumseh  in  teaching  languages  and 
his  work  as  a  pedagogue  extending  from  1855  to 
1860  in  Illinois  and  Michigan,  during  which  time 
he  was  also  actively  interested  in  the  study  of 
civil-engineeering.  since  1861  Mr.  Bassett  has 
been  engaged  in  farming  in  Lodi  Township,  but 
in  May.  1891,  he  retired  from  the  active  pursuit  of 
this  work  ami  moved  to  Saline. 

The  marriage  of  our  subjeel  was  solemnized  m 
1862,  his  bride  being  Miss  F.  M.  Fowler,  who  was 
born  in  Saline  Township.  They  are  the  parents  of 
one  child.  Clifford  F.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Saline    Union  School   and  who   has  spent    one  year 
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in  the  department  of  pharmacy  al  Ann  Arbor.  He 
is  now  engaged  as  Postal  Clerk  on  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad  between  Detroit  and  Chicago. 

An  ardent  Republican  in  his  political  belief,  in 
1890  our  subject  was  a  candidate  for  the  ] >< »i t i< -n 
lit'  Representative  from  his  district;  his  district  Is, 
however,  largely  Democratic  and  hence  he  lost  it. 
He  has  held  various  local  otlices,  having  been  on 
School  Board  for  several  years  and  of  which  he  is 
now  President.  The  past  few  years  have  been 
spent  by  our  subject  in  following  the  career  of  his 
choice,  which  is  that  of  surveyor.  While  he  is  liberal 
in  religious  views,  Mrs.  Bassett  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject  owns 
one  hundred  and  sixt)  acresof  well-improved  land 
just  outside  the  corporate  limits  of  Saline. 


II.I.IAM  CAMPBELL.     Xo  better  citizens 
have   come  to  Washtenaw    County,   than 

v  v  those  who  emigrated  from  Bonny  Scotland 
and  who  brought  as  their  inheritance  from  High- 
land ancestry  the  traitsof  character  and  life  which 
have  ever  distinguished  that  race.  Among  these 
we  find  in  Pittsflcld  Township,  Mr.  Campbell  who 
was  born  in  Ayr-hire.  Scotland,  December  21, 
1829  and  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Anna  (Muir) 
Campbell.  Their  immediate  ancestors  had  come 
from  the  Highlands  in  1688  and  had  located  in 
\\  rehire,  making  that  their  home. 

The  father  was  by  occupation  a  tanner  and  for 
[our  generations  Ids  progenitors  had  followed  that 
same  vocation.  The  family  came  to  America  in 
1842  and  located  in  August  Township.  Washte- 
naw County,  and  there  began  to  clear  a  rami 
while  the  Male  of  Michigan  was  still  in  itsinfancy. 
There  was  a  world  of  work  to  do  in  that  untrod- 
den wilderness  and  it  was  a  Herculean  task  to  pre- 
pare tin'  land  lor  tillage. 

Our  subject  had  attended  school  some  in  Scot- 
land and  entered  the  district  schools  after  coming 
here,  completing  his  education  at  the  Normal 
School  at  Y"psilanti,  taking  a   full   classical    course 

i  [our  years,  and  graduating   in    1857,     Hi-    firsl 


efforts  loi  himself  were  bj  waj  of  teaching  in  St. 
(  lair  Count}  md  then  in  Mt.  Clements  in  Macomb 
County.  This  he  followed  for  about  four  years 
and  in  1862  he  made  ,-i  \  i-it  to  England,  spending 
a  year  visiting  the  World's  Fair  and  renewing  old 
associations.  After  his  return  he  devoted  himself 
himself  to  the  service  of  the  Government,  raising 
funds  and  securing  recruits  for  the  armj . 

Mr.  Campbell   went    to    Yp.-ilanti    in    1865    and 

took  a  position  a-  cashier  of  the  Farmers'  A -i- 

ation  Store,  which  was  opened  at  that  place  and 
this  he  continued  tor  a  period  of  twelve  years.  At 
tin-  close  of  that  time  this  store  with  other  propert  \ 
at  Ypsilanti  was  burned,  but  hi' continued  residing 
in  that  city  until  1881  when  he  came  on  to  this 
place  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  acre-  where  he 
now    lives  On  sections    '■>    ami     in.   and    here   he    ha- 

been  engaged  from  that  day    to  this.     Besides   his 

home  farm  he  has  other  land  in  Wayne  County, 
this  Slate. 

In  regard  to  political  matters  our  subject  favors 
the  Republican  party  and  while  he  has  never 
sought  office  for  himself  be  has  ever  earnestly  en- 
deavored to  keep- g 1  men  in  responsible  posi- 
tions, lb-  has  always  been  a  school  man  and 
activeh  promote-  all  progress  in  educational  mat- 
ters and  i-  in  favor  of  having  the  best  facilities 
for  School  work.       In   religion   he  is  connected   with 

the  Presbyterian  Church  as  arc  also  the  members 
of  hi-  family.  He  has  been  for  the  pa-t  twenty 
years  a  stockholder  of  the  Eastern  Michigan  Fair 
Association  at  Ypsilanti  and  in  that  body  he  held 

for  two  years  the  office  of  president  and  for  some 
fifteen  years  that  of  Treasurer. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  Aueu-t 
2.").  L858  Sarah  M.  Anil-  of  Bridgewater,  being 
hi-  bride,  she  was  a  daughter  of  William  II. 
Anils,  a  farmer  of  this  county,  she  died  in  1859, 
having  given  birth  to  one  child — William  A.,  who 
wa-  born  .lime  26,  1859  and  is  how  Demonstrator 
of  Anatomy  at  the  Michigan  University,  from 
which  he  graduated  some  ten  year-  ago  and  with 
which  he  ha-  since  been  connected. 

Mr.  Campbell's  second  marriage  took  place  July 

25,  1867,  and  he  was  then  united  with  Man  K. 
Anil-,  a  -i-ler  of  his  lir-t    wife.      She  i-    the    mother 

of  two  children,  Robert   (  lair,   born    August    '-'•">. 
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1X70  and  Sarah.  April  20,  1875,  both  of  whom 
are  residing  at  home.  Tin' sun  Is  in  his  Sophomore 
year  in  the  University  and  the  daughter  attending 

the     High    Sel 1.      This    intelligent     tanner    is    a 

breeder  of  thoroughbred  Durham  cattle,  keeps  a 
good  grade  of  horses  and  raises  a  variety  of  crops. 
In  public  matters  Mr.  Campbell  has  been  re- 
markably useful  and  active,  although  h<'  has  no 
itching  for  office.  He  is  a  Director  of  the  Washte- 
naw County  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  lias 
frequently  been  appointed  to  settle  the  estates  of 
deceased  townsmen.  When  his  father  died  in 
1888  he  had  the  estate  to  administer  upon  and  to 
si'ttle  up  for  the  family  which  he  did  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all.  He  is  active  in  many  public  enter- 
prises and  is  a  ureal  advocate  of  reforms  in  regard 
to  taxes  and  public  improvements.  He  has  done 
much  to  improve  the  road  laws  of  Lhe  state,  and 
was  efficient  in  promoting  the  building  of  the 
railroad  from  Ann  Arbor  to  Ypsilanti.  He  has 
one  brother  who  is  a  professor  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege and  both  he  and  a  ministerial  brother  were 
graduates  of  the  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor. 


* 


IRAM   P.   THOMPSON.      Among  the  prom- 
inent    and   successful    agriculturists    and 
stock-raisers  of  Washtenaw  County,  we  take 
2jy)     pleasure  in  introducing  to  our  readers  the 

worthy    subject    of    this   sketch — one   of    the  -1 

popular  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Augusta 
Township,  who  resides  on  section  19.  of  this  town- 
ship and  county,  lie  is  a  native  of  Washtenaw 
County,  having  been  born  here  August  25,  1839. 
lie  is  a  son  of  Hiram  and  Hannah  (Emerson) 
Thompson,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Maine. 
His  grandfather  Thompson  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  Hiram  Thompson,  our 
subject's  father,  was  a  pioneer  of  .Michigan  in 
1830,  settling  at  once  in  Washtenaw  County  and 
Augusta  Township,  on  the  farm  which  our  subjed 
now  owns  and  resides  upon.  He  purchased  lure 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  from  the 
Government,  paying  for  it  $1.25   per  acre. 


The  first  home  occupied  by  our  subject's  parents 
in  this  State  was  like  most  pioneer  residences,  a 
log  house  built  in  the  midst  of  the  woods.  There 
were  no  roads  and  of  necessity  they  had  to  clear 
their  own  path  to  the  nearest  neighbor  and  to  the 
public  highway,  which  deserved  that  name  only 
by  compliment.  They  resided  there  until  1.X47. 
when  the  residence  which  our  subject  now  occupies 
was  built.  At  that  time  it  was  considered  .a  very 
elegant  mansion  and  is  even  now  comfortable  and 
roomy.  Previous  to  his  death  Hiram  Thompson 
removed  to  Ypsilanti  and  theredied  in  July.  1880. 
His  widow  still  survives  and  is  ninety-one  years  of 
age,  being  one  of  the  oldest  living  pioneer  women 
of  Hie  county.  Her  husband  had  served  in  several 
of  the  township  offices  of  Augusta.  He  was  an 
ardenl  Republican  and  was  the  recipient  of  many 
party  favors,  holding  office  in  various  capacities. 
In  his  death  tin'  county  lost  one  of  her  highly 
esteemed  pioneer  settlers. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  reared  amid 
scenes  of  pioneer  life  and  can  recall  many  incidents 
ami  adventures  which  the  Michigan  youth  of  to- 
day in  the  enjoyment  of  the  advantages  for  which 
the  early  settlers  laid  the  foundation  in  self-denial 
and  hardships,  can  scarcely  realize.  He  was  reared 
on  the  farm  and  the  duties  of  agriculture  soon  be- 
came an  open  book  to  him.  the  advances  in  science 
and    the    inventions    in    agricultural     implements 

lightening  the  burdens  of  the  fanner,  being  pages 
turned  successively  to  his  interest  and  delight.  His 
first  schooldays  were  spent  in  the  home  district, 
after  which  he  attended  for  some  time  the  Seminary 
ami  Normal  School  of  Ypsilanti  and  was  thus  men- 
tally equipped  for  the  struggle  with  the  exigencies 

Of  life  and  enabled  to  COpe  successfully  with  most 
positions. 

Our  subject's  marriage  took  place  September  19. 
1866.  His  bride  was  Adelia  Watrous,  a  daughter 
of  Luther  and  Electa  Watrous  of  Wyoming  County. 
N.  Y.  This  estimable  couple  have  been  denied  the 
love  and  care  of  children  of  their  own.  but  they 
have  adopted  a  daughter  and  lavish  upon  her  the 
wealth  of  their  affection.  She  is  by  name  Cora. 
Mr.  Thompson  is  the  owner  of  three  hundred  acres 

Of  land  which    is    under  a  line  state  of  cultivation. 

His  farm  is  well   improved  and  besides  his  present 
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residence,  which  i-  a  center  of  domestic  happiness, 
lie  has  capacious  barns  and  outbuildings.  Hi-  is 
one  of  ilif  besl  farms  in  the  township  and  com- 
mands tin'  attention  of  the  most  casual  observer  bj 
reason  of  the  neatness  and  taste  displayed  in  i  t  > 
care  and  division.  Our  subjed  i*  a  Republican  in 
politics  and  a  man  of  the  progressive  sort.  A  gen- 
eral fanner,  he  i-.  however,  particularly  interested 
in  raising  graded  Merino  sheep.  Mrs.  A.  Williams, 
of  Ypsilanti,  is  the  only  surviving  member  of  our 
subject's  family.  Liberal  himself  in  church  affairs 
and  creeds,  his  wife  is  identified  with  the  Method isl 
Episcopal  Church  and  is  one  of  its  ardent  and  in- 
terested  workers.  The  biographer  has  found  Mr. 
Thompson  I"  bea  man  well  informed  on  all  current 
topics,  a  good  ci  mi  \  ersationalisl  and  a  gentleman  of 
unquestioned  ability.  I  le  is  of  a  genial  disposition 
and  in  his  beautiful  home  be  and  his  good  wife  ex- 
tend their  hospitality  cordially  and  lavishly. 


HARLES  II.  WINKS  is  a  native  of  the 
township  of  Shoreham,  Addison  County. 
Vt.  lie  was  born  in  November,  1823,  and 
is  a  son  of  Mahlon  and  Annie  (Mowerson)  Wines. 
natives  of  New  Jersey,  who  were  married  in  18J  I. 
after  which  they  removed  to  Vermont.  The  father 
was  one  of  the  celebrated  Minute  .Men  in  thai  State 

in  the  War  of   1812  and  afterward   drew  a  I ty 

of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

A  mechanic  by  trade,  the  elder  Mr.  Wine-  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Vermont  until  1834,  when  he 
came  to  Sylvan  Township,  Mich.,  which  a1  thai  time 
was  sparsely  settled,  lie  located  on  section  24, and 
purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres..)'  [and 
at  Govemmenl    price.     'Jhere    was  no  road    anj 

place  near  his  tract  and  the  place  was  utterly  wild. 

lie  I'niii  -i  log  house  and  began  the  work  of  clear- 
ing the  land  and  continued  to  live  thereon  until 
his  death,  with  the  exception  of  nine  ycai-s  that  he 
spent  in  (  helsea  while  engaged  in  Ins  trade.  With 
our  subject  he  buill  the  fiTsI  building  in  (helsea. 
His  decease  occurred  m  1868  and  hi- wife  died  in 
1*7".     He  was  elected  on  the   first    Board  of  -li.- 


tices  that  was  elected  in  the  township,  remaining 
on  the  Board  for  seventeen  years  and  fortwoyears 
was  Supervisor.  In  his  youthful  da\  -  he  was  a  fol- 
lower of  the  Democratic  party  hut  transferred  his 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  to  which  he  re- 
mained true  to  the  last.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  (  ongregational  Church,  in 
which  body  he  held  the  offices  of  Clerk  and 
I  >eacon. 

Mr.  Wine-  i-  one  of  six  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy  and  only  two  now  survive,  our 
subject  and  Emma  C.  who  is  now  Mrs.  C.  I-;.  Letts. 
Our  subject's  maternal  grandparents  were  William 
and  Nellie  (Baldwin)  Wines,  natives  of  New  Jer- 
sey. He.  however,  carried  on  his  calling  as  a 
farmer  in  Vermont  and  thence  removed  to  Michi- 
gan in  1835,  making  his  home  with  his  son  Mahlon 
until  his  death,  his  wife  having  passed  away  in 
Vermont  in  1823.  He  was  the  head  of  a  large 
family  of  twelve  children.  In  early  years  a  Whig, 
later  in  life  he  became  an  Abolitionist.  In  his 
church   relations  lie  was  a   Congregationalism     lie 

was   a   - f    Barnabas  Wines,  a   native  of    New 

Jersey  and  a  soldier  in  the    [{evolutionary  War. 

The    family    is    of     Welsh     descent.      Our    subject's 

mother  was  a  daughter  of  Moses  and  Annie  Mower- 
sun,  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  direct  descendants 

of  one  of  the  kings  of  Holland. 

Charles  II.  Wines  was  educated  in  the  primary 
schools  of  Vermont  and  Michigan.  He  was  reared 
a  farmer  lad  and  early  learned  the  trade  of  a  mason 
from  his  father,  filling  in  the  dull  seasons  of  farm 
work    liv  engaging  at    his    trade    at   various    place-. 

( )n  reaching  manhood  he  assumed  the  management 
of  the  farm,  continuing  on  the  same  until  I*.s7. 
The  place  with  which  he  has  been  identified  so  long 

and    which    in  evcrv    feature  is  an    evidence    of    his 

good  management,  is  an  excellent  farm  which 
l.oasts  good  buildings.  Mr.  Wines  is  also  a  large 
property  owner  in  various  parts  of  the  State.     He 

has  I. ecu  largely  interested  in  the  raising  of  line 
stock  and  introduced  the  lirst  Durham  cattle  in 
llii-  township.       lie    was    the    proud    possessor  of   a 

number  of  line  blooded  horses  and  Spanish-Merino 

sheep.  For  four  years  he  wa-  one  of  the  Trustees 
of   the    Hillsdale    Life   In-urance  Company    located 

a1  Hill-dale.     Politically    he  i- a  Republican.     Eor 
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two  years  he  was  President  of  the  Agricultural 
Society  and  for  two  years  was  its  Secretary. 

Our  subject's  marriage  took  place  in  1847,  at 
which  time  he  was  united  to  Miss  Emily  Durand, 
of  this  township.  She  was  a  daughter  of  David 
Durand,  a  native  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  who 
came  to  Michigan  in  1835  and  settled  first  in  Jack- 
son, coming  later  to  this  township.  The  union  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife  was  blest  by  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Harriet,  Gabrella,  Walter  ('.and 
Charles  S.  The  first-born  is  now  Mrs.  James  II. 
Hepburn  and  is  the  mother  of  tour  children — 
Charles,  Eddy,  Albert  and  May.  Gabrella  is  Mrs. 
Fred  II.  Armstrong;  Walter  married  Sarah  Beth- 
wick,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Walter  C.  Bereft 
of  his  first  wife  he  again  married,  his  bride  being 
Lillian  Hadger.  Charles  S.  married  Linda  Duncan 
who  died  in  1890,  leaving  one  daughter,  Roena. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1874. 

Converted  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  .Mr.  Wines 
became  a  communicant  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  was  again  married,  his  wife  being 
Mrs.  Fanny  Emmett,  who  was  born  in  Augusta, 
this  county.  By  this  marriage  there  were  two  chil- 
dren, only  one  of  whom,  Emma  M.,  survives.  .Mis. 
Wines  is  a  daughter  of  Erastus  A.  and  Fanny  E. 
(  Dickenson)  Spalding,  natives  of  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y.  The  former  came  to  Michigan  about  1823 
and  settled  in  Augusta  Township,  this  county, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  lie  was 
an  enthusiastic  Whig.  Mrs.  Wine.-  is  one  of  four 
children  she  being  the  only  one  now  living.  Her 
family  is  of  English  ancestry.  The  first  represen- 
tative who  located  in  this  country  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  the  sixteenth  century.  On  the  maternal 
side  Mrs.  Wines  inherits  literary  tendencies.  Her 
grandfather  was  a  teacher  of  note.  Mrs.  Wines 
was  educated  at  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsi- 
lanti  and  with  the  exception  of  three,  years  was 
engaged  as  a  teacher  from  the  time  she  was  fifteen 
years  old  until  thirty-nine.  She  was  principal  in 
the  grammar  department  of  the  Kalamazoo  High 
School  for  seven  years  and  also  at  Racine,  Wis. 

For  the  past  live  years  Mis.  Wines  has  been 
President  of  the  Jackson  Association  consisting  of 
twenty  churches  and  does  the  correspondence  for 
home  missions    for    the    Congregational    Church. 


she  has  labored  in  the  Women's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union  and  has  a  class  of  fifteen  young 
and  old  men  in  the  Sunday-school.  1'revious  to 
her  marriage  with  our  subject  Mrs.  Wines  was  the 
widow  of  Samuel  I).  Emmett  whom  she  married  in 
L865.  He  was  a  native  of  Ontario.  Canada,  and  a 
son  of  Stephen  and  Lydia  (Dolson)  Emmett. 
Samuel  D.  came  to  Michigan  in  1K,">.S  and  engaged 
in  farming,  also  in  the  manufacturing  of  brooms. 
He  lived  only  three  years  after  marriage,  his  de- 
cease occurring  in  1868;  he  left  his  widow  one  son. 
Morgan  J. 


3LBRIDGE  O.  TAYLOR  was  a  native  of  the 
old  Bay  State,  where  he  was  born  January 
4,  1*2(1.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  there 
and  when  eighteen  years  of  age  he  came  to  Mieh- 
igan  and  settled  in  St.  Joseph  County.  He  re- 
mained there  for  a  few  years,  thence  coming  to 
Lyndon  Township,  anil  worked  as   a   farm  laborer. 

He  was  married,  in  1H54.  to  Miss  Eliza  J.  John- 
son of  Lyndon  Township.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
William  T.  and  Euphema  (Lindsay)  Johnson,  nat- 
ives of  Essex  County,  N.  Y.  The  former  was  a 
farmer  by  calling  and  after  his  marriage  in  the 
Empire  State  came  to  Michigan  in  1K42  and  settled 
in  Waterloo  Township,  Jackson  County,  where  he 
at  once  engaged  in  the  agricultural  business,  lie 
lived  and  died  in  Waterloo  Township,  but  gave 
up  farming  a  few  years  prior  to  his  decease.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  only 
three  of  whom  are  now  living  Mrs.  S.  A.  I'.oyce. 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Howe,  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Taylor. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Taylor  purchased  the 
place  where  his  widow  now  resides.  It  comprises 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  This  he  cleared 
and  improved  and  erected  all  the  buildings  which 
it  at  the  present  time  boasts.  He  was  a  Republican 
and  held  various  township  offices.  His  death  oc- 
curred on  the  11th  of  January,  IH'.lu.  Ofafamily 
of  seven  children  born  to  himself  anil  wife  live 
are    now    living.      They    are    Mrs.  M.   F.  Yocuui    of 
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Jackson,  who  i>  the  mother  of  one  son,  Floyd  ; 
Mrs.  James  Howletl  of  Lyndon  Center;  Amos, 
Lewis  E.  and  Libby.  Mrs.  Taylor  is  an  educated 
lady  who.  prior  to  her  marriage,  was  engaged    foi 

some  years  as  n  teacher,     she  is  a  member  in  g I 

standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


/p^jEORGE  HEIMERDINGER   is  a   farmer  n 
III  (—  siding  on  section  9.     lie  was  born  in  Wed- 

\^J5!  in  I  hi  ru near  Still  tgart,  t  Jermanv.  ( (etober  12. 
1830.  His  father.  George  II.  Heimerdinger,  was 
born  in  i he  same  town,  there  passing  his  en  1  ire  life 
and  his  decease  taking  place  iii  1831  when  our 
subjeel  was  one  year  old.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
also  a  weaver  by  trade.  Our  subject's  mother,  Miss 
Dora  Reimolt,  was  a  native  of  the  same  place  in 
Germany  where  her  husband  was  born,  she  came 
to  America  in  1839  and  her  decease  look  place  in 
this  State  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  she  was 
the  mother  of  eighl  children,  six  of  whom  were 
the  fruii  of  the  Brsl  union,  she  having  been  twice 
married.  All  of  these  are  now  living,  the  young- 
osl  being  flftj7-six  years  old;  moreover  they  are  all 

lead-    oi     families.       He    of    whom    we    write  is  the 

youngest  of  the  six  children  above  mentioned. 

Our  subject  came  with  his  mother  and  her  family 
to  America  in  1839  and  located  in  Washtenaw 
County,  Freedom  Township, where  they  purchased 
their  Brsl  trad  of  land.  The  whole  family  bent 
their  efforts  to  improving  the  place  and  here  our 
subject  staid  until  twenty-five  years  of  age.  lie 
then  boughl  out  the  interest  of  the  others  and 
after  remaining  thereon  for  six  years,  sold  it  and 
purchased  another  farm  comprising  two  hundred 
and  two  acres  in  the  same  township.  There  he  re- 
mained until  1868,  a1  which  time  he  removed  to 
the  place  »  here  he  now  resides. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Heimerdinger  occurred 
April  I.  1856,  hi-  bride  being  Christina  Schum- 
acher, like  himself  a  native  of  Germany.  She  ci ■ 

to  this  state  in  1854  and  here  became  acquainted 

with  OU1    subject.      This  worthy  couple  are  the  par- 
ent- of  nine  children    whose  names    are    George, 


Mary.  William.  Fredericks,  Fred,  Amy.  Charles, 
Henry  and  Christian,  all  of  whom  were  born  in 
this  county. 

Mr.  Heimerdinger  ha-  acquired  a  handsome  pro- 
perty here  and  is  the  owner  of  live  hundred  and 
ten  aires,  which  is  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
Their  home,  a  view  of  which  is  presented  on  an- 
other page,  is  a  line  two-storj  farm  house,  built  ill 
1885  a  i  a  cost  of  over  $3,000.  The  barn  is  a 
capacious  and  well-modeled  building,  creeled  in 
1879  ai  a  cosl  of  $1,200.  Here  the.\  do  :1  general 
farming  business,  keeping  over  three  hundred  head 
of  sheep,  thirty  head  of  cattle  and  eleven  head  of 
horses.  Our  subjeel  had  $500  to  -tart  with  and 
this  he  has  invested  to  such  good  purpose  that  it 
has  made  him  a  wealthy  man.  He  was  content  to 
make  an  humble  beginning,  his  first  home  being  in 
a  log  house  in  the  w I-.  but  ha-  grown  in  pro- 
portion to  his  circumstances.  He.  with  the  mem- 
bers of  his  family,  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  and  ha-  been  a  generous  sup- 
porter of  the  same,  having  contributed  $1,000  at 
the  time  of  its  building,  lie  is  one  of  its  Deacons 
and  has  been  Trustee  for  a  number  of  years,  being 
a  leading  member  to  whom  the  spread  of  Gospel 
work  iii  a  truly  Christian  spiril   i-  very  dear. 


(iN.  JOHN  .1.  ROBISON.  Retired  from 
|  active  business  of  life,  our  subjeel  i>  now 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruit-  of  hi-  early 
(^)  labors.  His  residence  in  the  beautiful  <  1 1  \ 
of  Ann  Arbor  is  well  adapted  for  the  peaceful  en- 
joyment of  the  serene  years  of  older  life.  Although 
associated  in  his  business  for  a  number  of  years 
with  the  interests  of  this  city,  Mr.  Robison  was 
born  in  Phelps,  Ontario  County,  N.  V..  his  natal 
day  being  Augusl  13,  1824.  Hi-  father,  Andrew 
Robison,  was  a  native  of  the  same  state  and 
COUntj  and  was  born  November  18,  1800.  Ilewa- 
a  tanner  and  currier  by  trade  and  later  was  en- 
gaged in  general  farming.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Robison,  who  was  born    in   Columbia   County,  N. 
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Y.  and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  our  subject's  great 
grandfather,  John  Robison,  being  born  in  the 
North  of  Ireland. 

The  first  paternal  ancestor  of  him  of  whom 
we  write  to  emigrate  to  this  country  was  his  great- 
great-grandfather.  I  lis  great-grandfather  served 
as  a  Captain  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Our 
subject's  mother  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  ( i-ertrude 
Hoag,  a  native  of  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  there 
born  in  1 7 i> 7.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Ainaziah 
Hoag,  who  was  of  English  descent.  Her  mother 
was  Miss  Van  Dusen  and  of  Holland  ancestry.  An- 
drew Robison  and  Gertrude  Hoag  were  married  in 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  February  27,  1«2.'(,  and 
soon  after  settled  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Phelps 
and  there  he  carried  on  the  business  of  a  tanner  and 
currier  in  connection  with  farming. 

In  1843  our  subject's  parents  removed  to  Mich- 
igan and  located  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Sharon, 
Washtenaw  County,  where  they  resided  until  the 
death  of  the  father.  His  decease  occurred  January 
2.7,1879.  His  wife  died  earlier— in  1878.  Both 
were  devoted  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mr.  Robison,  Sr.  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
several  years  and  also  Supervisor  of  the  township 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a  stanch  Democrat 
until  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
after  which  he  became  a  strong  free-trade  Repub- 
lican. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  one  comprised 
five  children,  three  boys  and  two  uirls.  four  of 
whom  are  still  living.  He  of  whom  we  write 
passed  his  early  schooldays  in  Ontario  and  Wayne 
Counties,  N.  V.  and  afterward  was  a  student  at 
Palmyra  Academy.  Aftercoming  with  his  parents 
to  Michigan  he  was  engaged  asa  teacher  in  Wash- 
tenaw County  for  eighteen  terms  and  then  turned 
his  attention  to  farming  in  Sharon  Township  and 
continued  on  the  farm  until  Ik.h.'S.  when  he  re- 
moved to  Ann  Arbor,  having  been  elected  Count) 
Clerk  in  1«.S2.  His  tenure  of  office  began  from 
January  1,  1*83.  He  was  elected  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  and  in  1884  was  re-elected.  In  1886 
he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor 
and  filled  the  office  most  acceptably  for  one  term. 
John  J.  Robison  was  united  in  marriage  .May  2, 
1847  to  Miss  Altha  E.  Gilletl  of  Sharon  Township, 


this  county;  she  was  bom  in  Ontario  County.  X. 
Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Amasa  and  Esther  (  Dunn  ) 
Gillett.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robison  have  been  blest  by 
the  advent  into  their  family  of  live  children,  all 
of  whom  are  prominent  and  respected  members  of 
society.  George  P.  is  an  attorney  in  Detroit; 
Charles  C.  is  a  farmer;  Gertrude  is  the  wife  of 
James  T.  Eman,  a  prominent  businessman  of  De- 
troit, while  James  A.  is  on  the  editorial  staff  of  the 
Detroit  Free  Press.  J.  Emmet  died  in  1SS7.  when 
twenty-four  years  old. 

Our  subject  is  a  prominent  Mason,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Manchester  Lodge  and  Chapter  and  of 
the  Ann  Arbor  Commandrv.  lie  is  :i  Democrat  in 
politics.  He  owns  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  which  is  well  improved.  Nominated 
and  elected  to  the  Slate  Senate  in  1862,  in  DS7S  he 
was  elected  to  the  House.  lie  became  County 
Clerk  in  1868  and  in  1870  was  re-elected  to  the 
same  office,  serving  in  nil  eight  years.  He  was  sen  1 
as  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  in  1872. 
In  1874  and  L876  he  ran  for  Congress  but  suffered 
party  defeat.  His  residence  is  located  at  No.  85 
N.  Main  Street,  where  he  enjoys  all  the  comforts  of 
an  ideal  home. 


e 


JEREMIAH  NEWTON.  The  older  members 
of  a  community  are  doubly  entitled  to  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  their  neighbors  when 
their  long  lives  have  been  replete  with  acts 
of  kindness,  and  their  whole  career  marked  by  in- 
tegrity and  uprightness.  The  time-honored  and 
respected  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch,  makes  his  home  on  section  .">, 
Vpsilanti  Township.  His  native  home  was  in  Liv- 
ington  County.  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  August 
23,  1813.  His  father,  Dudley  Newton,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  and  the  mother,  Hannah  Dates,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.  The  family  is  of  English 
stock  on  the  father's  side,  and  of  German  lineage 
on  the  mother's  side. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place    in  New 
York.  January    '-'•'!.    1*38,  the  bride  being  Esther 
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Dean,  who  was  born  Julj  27.  1819,  in  Livingston 
County.  1  [it  father  was  Orange  Dean,  and  her 
mother,  Julia  A.  Fuller,  the  daughter  of  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier.  The  three  surviving  children  of 
oiii'  subject  are,  Charles  F.,  .ludd  and  Harold  D. 
It.  was  in  1845  when  Mr.  Newton  emigrated  to 
Michigan, and  he  lived  for  a  short  timein  Superior 
Township,  this  county,  bu1  in  L848  settled  upon 
the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  lie  owns  two  hun- 
dred :ind  twenty  acres  ni  line  land  which  he  has 
gained  by  his  own  ixertions,  as  In-  started  without 
wealth  or  special  opportunities  for  attaining  it. 
His  lirst  start  in  life  was  made  by  teaching  music, 
and  by  thrift  and  economy  lie  saved  the  money 
thus  gained,  and  invested  it  in  land. 

The  Republican  party  embodies  in  its  declara- 
tion the  political  views  which  Mr.  Newton  consid- 
ers most  sound,  and  lie  is  an  intelligent  student  of 
national  movements.  He  and  his  good  wife  are 
active  members  of  the  .Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  in  its  councils  their  judgment  and  good  feel- 
ing are  relied  upon  greatly  for  the  guidance  of 
church  affairs.  Vpsilanti  was  hut  a  small  hamlet 
when  they  came  here  to  live,  and  they  have  seen 
it  grow  to  its  present  state  of  prosperity.  They 
have  seen  much  pioneer  life,  and  have  done  a  vast 
amount  of  pioneer  work,  and  their  married  life  of 
over  fifty  years  has  been  one  of  harmonious  labor 
together,  not  only  for  their  mutual  benefit,  butfor 
the  good  of  all  about  them. 


\ 


II.I.IAM   II.    DEUBEL.     one   of  Hie   most 

M  active  members  Of  commercial  and  social 
life  iii  the  busy  city  of  iTpsilanti  is  he 
whose  name  is  given  above,  lie  is  thoroughly 
energetic  and  progressive,  but  not  so  absorbed  in 
business   bul    that    he    i-  personally    pleasing  and 

affable.     Nonestand  better  in  thecoi unity  than 

doc-  he.  ■  does  anyone  enjoy  the  confidence  of 

the  community  in  a  business  way  to  a  larger  extent 
than  our  subject,  lie  is  of  an  excellent  family, 
his  father.  William  Deubel,  who  isa  prominent  mill 


owner  iii  thi  city,  being  one  of  the  men  who  are 
well  known  and  regarded  throughout  the  country, 
and  who  carries  on  verj   large  i mercial  interests. 

for  a  fuller  out  line  of  the  genealogj  of  the  fam- 
ily see  sketch  of  William  Deubel  in  another  pail  ol 
thi-  work. 

Our  subject  isa  member  of  the  linn  of  Deubel 
Bros.,  proprietors  of  the  Huron  Mills  in  this  place 
and  also  of  the  Scio  Mills  at  Scio.     He  is  besides 

quite  extensively   interested   ill   real-estate.  Iioth     in 

thi-  city  and  in  Detroit,  and  is  a  large  stockholder 
and  Director  in  the  Vpsilanti  &  Ann  Arbor  Street 
Railway  Company,  being  also  interested  in  the 
urban  railway  of  Ann  Arbor.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Plymouth,  Wayne  County,  December  30, 
1846.  He  was  there  reared  and  educated,  graduating 

from  the  High  School  of  that  place.  Afterward  he 
was  a  student  for  three  years  at  the  Ann  Arbor 
High  School.  It  may  he  said  of  him  that  he  grew  up 
a  miller,  for  that  being  his  father's  business  and  he 
being  about  the  mill  more  or  less  from  boyhood, 
earls'  learned  the  process  and  the  machinery  re- 
quired for  the  work.  When  of  age  he  went  into 
partnership  in  the  mills  of  his  father. 

In  1«72  our  subject  took  a  trip  West,  going  by 
way  of  the  Union  Pacific  to  Kelton,  Utah,  and 
thence  by  wagon  to  Puget  Sound,  then  two  hun- 
dred miles  across  Washington  and  Idaho  to  (  tregon, 
I  tali  and  California.  He  also  went  a  distance  of 
one  thousand  miles  along  the  Pacific  Coast,  spend- 
ing one  year  in  learning  the  geography  of  the 
West  by  practical  observation.  April  m.  1873, 
our  subject  came  to  Ypsil  uiti  from  California. 
bought  the  mill  in  partnership  with  hi-  brother 
from  N.  Foiled  for  $19,000  cash,  and  began  the 
milling  business  in  earnest  for  himself.  The  first 
year  the  linn  cleared  $9,000.  He  started  in  on  a 
new  system,  selling  the  Sour  directly  to  jobbers 
being  the  first  miller  in  the  State  to  adopt  this 
position;  he  thus  saved  the  commission  usualbj 
paid  to  middlemen.  In  1882,  as  soon  a-  the  roller 
system  proclaimed  it-elt  come  to  stay,  he  changed 
his  mail  linen  to  that.  The  Huron  Mill-  was  Started 
over  -ixt\    yearsagO  and  was  the  tir.-t  put   up  in  the 

county,  being  at  the  time  the  only  mill  between 
Detroit  and  Kalaina/.oo.  The  mill  site  i>  located 
on   the  Huron    River.      The    building  is   Ilx7n    feet 
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in  dimensions  and  is  four  and  ;i  half  stories  in 
height.  They  also  have  a  warehouse  which  is  4()x;i(( 
feet  in  dimensions.  They  manufacture  by  the  full- 
roller  process,  their  mill  having  a  capacity  of  one 
hundred  and  (ifty  barrels  per  day. 

In  1NH1  our  subject  and  his  brother  bought  the 
Scio  Mills  of  a  receiver  into  whose  hands  it  had 
been  placed.  This  they  have  entirely  remodeled 
and  it  now  has  a  capacity  of  two  hundred  barrels 
per  day,  this  being  in  the  entire  charge  of  our  sub- 
ject's brother.  James.  In  1883  William  II.  Deubel 
bought  the  Warner  Mills  in  Belleville,  in  partner- 
ship with  George  Voorhees.  This  was  reconstructed 
and  was  run  under  the  firm  name  of  Deubel  &  Voor- 
hees. Three  years  later  they  sold  out  at  a  handsome 
profit.  The  firm  of  which  our  subject  is  one  makes 
large  shipments  East  and  South  and  consignments 
to  Europe.  They  ship  to  England  and  Scotland 
and  have  an  immense  Eastern  wholesale  and  retail 
trade.  Their  brand  bears  the  stamp  of  a  wreath  of 
gold  and  orange  blossoms. 

Deubel  Bros,  own  a  huge  amount  of  real-estate 
here,  both  of  unimproved  and  residence  property. 
They  own  besides  six  acres  of  land  all  of  which  is 
platted,  which  they  purchased  in  order  to  get  a 
side-track  to  their  mills.  Our  subject  is  interested 
in  real-estate  in  Detroit,  having  quite  a  valuable 
claim  there.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  firm  of 
Deubel  &  Voorhees,  which  deals  in  a  whole- 
sale fashion  in  chickens,  eggs  and  butter,  and  also 
in  live  stock.  They  also  own  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  the  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  Railroad 
in  Davisburg,  Oakland  County.  This  is  rented  on 
shares.  The  success  which  has  attended  the  career 
of  William  H.  Deubel  is  due  entirely  to  hard  work 
and  close  application.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
projectors  of  the  present  street  railway  system  and 
is  now  next  to  the  largest  stockholder. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  this  city  December  7, 
1874,  to  Miss  Mary  Voorhees,  who  was  born  here 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Voorhees,  an  early 
settler,  who  was  a  pioneer  of  this  place  Mis. 
Deubel  was  here  educated.  She  is  a  vocalist  of 
more  than  local  repute,  being  undoubtedly  the 
finest  singer  in  the  city.  She  is  the  mother  of  four 
children,  their  names  being  Willie  15..  .Mafic,  Ethel. 
and   John.      Our  subject    is  a  charter   member  and 


was  the  first  l'residentof  the  Young  Men  's  Christian 
Association.  lie  also  belongs  to  the  .Mystic  Circle. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  has  been  Alderman  from 
the  Fifth  Ward,  serving  three  terms,  and  has  been 
on  different  committees,  being  Chairman  on  the 
Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  and  also  on  the 
Electric  Light  Committee.  Our  subject  with  the 
members  of  his  family  are  connected  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  Socially  the  family  is  of 
the  highest  standing.  Politically  Mr.  Deubel  favors 
the  platform  of  the  Democratic  party. 


»m  H'  >'  I    <  »    '      »  >' 


\\\4 


1 1. LI  AM  K.  BROCK,  deceased.  Among 
the  valuable  men  who  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  England,  bringing  with  them  the 
sturdy  characteristics  of  the  British  yeomanry, 
none  were  more  esteemed  in  Washtenaw  County 
than  the  gentleman  whose  name  we  have  now 
given,  and  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1886, 
was  felt  as  a  real   loss  to  the  community. 

Mr.  Brock  was  horn  November  lfi,  1*2(1.  in 
Devonshire,  England,  and  was  a  son  of  Richard 
C.  and  Charity  Brock,  who  carefully  reared  this 
son  in  England  until  he  reached  his  twentieth 
year.  They  gave  to  him  a  good  opportunity  for 
education,  which  he  considered  merely  as  a  ground 
work  for  future  independent  study  and  reading. 
In  IS  It!  this  young  man  of  twenty  emigrated  with 
his  parents  to  the  New  World,  taking  passage  on 
a  sailing-vessel  and  making  their  first  home  in 
Chautauqua  County,  X.  V..  where  the  family  bl- 
eated for  several  years. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Brock,  which  was  celebrated 
November  II.  1851,  brought  to  his  home  a  bride 
in  the  person  of  Ann  .1.  Brown,  who  was  horn 
February  22.  1827,  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y. 
Her  parents,  Hiram  and  Esther  H.  (Parker)  Brown, 
were  of  English  descent  and  natives  of  New  York. 
and  a  brother  of  her  ' father  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1312.  The  Wolverine  Stale  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  young  couple,  and  in  1852  they 
came  to  this  county,  where  they  resided  for  a 
number  of  years  in  York  Township.     In   1866  tiny 
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came  to  Y'psilanti  Township  and  settled  on  the 
farm  where  the  widow  new  resides,  and  this  he- 
came  the  final  home  of  Mr.  Bi  i  ick; 

Our  subject  was  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  liiiu.  as  he  was  :i  mini  of  public  spirit,  intel- 
ligence and  integrity.     He  was    a    devoted    friend 

to  scl I-  Mini   the   temperance   cause,  and    found 

his  political  affiliations  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  Id  1  in  his  faithful  companion  his  fine  estate  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  of  highly  im- 
proved  land,  which  maj  well  be  called  the  result 
of  his  life  work.  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order  and  was  at  one  time  identified  with 
the  Independent  Order  "I  odd  Fellows.  His 
widow,  who  is  :i  highly  esteemed  member  of  so- 
ciety, resides  at  the  homestead  and  is  carrying  on 
the  farm  which  came  into  her  hands  at  the  death 
of  her  husband. 


-^^m>^m 


<av~ 


WILLIAM  FLETCHER.  Among  the  British 
American  citizen-  who  have  done  g 1. 
stalwart  work  in  the  cultivation  and 
development  of  Sharon  Township,  we  may  well 
mention  the  name  just  given.  His  father,  Peter 
Holmes  Fletcher,  was  an  English  merchant,  and 
the  mother,  Ann  Hindley,  was  also  bora  in  Shef- 
field, the  father's  native  cit3f.  After  their  marriage 
thej  still  resided  in  England  till  1830,  when  they 
came  to  America  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania  fora 
year,  and  then  returned  to  England  tor  two  years. 

It  was  in  1830  when  this  couple  came  tn  Michi- 
gan and  became  pioneers  in  Sylvan  Township, 
where  there  was  then  a  regular  village  of  Indians. 
The  father  died  in  1863  and  the  mother  survived 
him  for  five  years.  Thej  were  devoted  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  the  old  country  and 
after  coming  here  took  a  lively  interest  in  all 
American  movements.  The  father  became  natural- 
ized and  allied  himself  with  the  Democratic  party. 
Of  their  live  children  three  now  survive. 

Our  subject  being  the  eldest  child  of  his  father's 
family,  born  September  27.  1828,  in  Pennsylvania, 
made  the  ocean  voyage  twice  while  an  infant.      \- 


his  parents  were  verj  poor  he  began  working  for 
himself  at  the  age  of  ten  3  ears,  enter  inn  the  employ 
of  Mr.  Nathan  Ami-,  of  Sharon  Township.  In 
winter  he  used  to  do  chores  and  go  to  school,  and 
he  remained  thus  for  three  years,  working  for  var- 
ious farmer-  and  also  helping  to  build  the  Michi- 
gan (  entral  Railroad. 

An  estate  in  England  was  divided  among  four 
heirs  and  our  subject  was  one  of  them.  This  in- 
crease of  mean-  came  just  at  the  right  lime  and  W8S 
applied  by  the  young  man  in  paying  for  his  farm. 
of  which  he  came  into  possession  in  1850.  It  com- 
prised one  hundred  acres  of  land,  thirty-five  of 
which  were  broken,  a  loir  house  and  a  Small  frame 
bam.  Here  he  has  since  remained  and  he  has 
added  to  hi-  estate  fifty  acres  more  and  in  1886  In- 
built the  home  in  which  lie  now    resides  at  a  COS)  of 

$1,200.  His  barn  measures  -'12x71  feet,  was  built 
in  1877  and  cost  1,000.  He  carries  on  mixed  farm- 
ing and  ha-  cleared  nearly  all  of  his  farm. 

William  Fletcher  was  in  1856  united  in  marriage 
with  Harriet  Beach,  who  was  horn  in  Lima  Town- 
ship, this  county.  Their  only  child.  Emery 
Marcina,  was  bora  in  1858  and  married  Ella 
Hathaway  and  with  her  lives  in  Jackson,  .Mich. 
Mrs.  Harriet  Fletcher  had  1,0  daughter  but  adopted 
a  little  girl.  This  wit.  died  in  December,  1868, and 
the  second  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
joined  May  ti.  1872,  was  by  birth  Verona,  daugh- 
ter of  Adam  and  Verona  (Schaible)  Lehman,  both 
natives  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  who  came  to 
America  thirty-eight  \  ears  ago  and  settled  in  Sharon 
Township.  Mr.  Lehman  died  in  1881  and  hi-  wife 
followed  him  in  1890.  lie  was  ;l  fanner  in  this 
township.     The  parents  of  Mr-.  Fletcher  had  eleven 

children,    six  of  whom  are  now  living;    two  served 

iii  the  United  States  Army  during   tin    (  i\il    War. 

One  Of  them,  John,  who  was  the  color  hearer  of  the 
Seventh  Michigan  Infantry,  was  killed  in  the  hat- 
tie  of  the  Wilderness  in  1864  at  the  age  of  twenty 

\  car.-. 

\li-.  Fletcher  was  born   in    Germany,  Maj    22, 

1851.      She    received    a    common-school    education. 

Her  five  children  are:  Mamie  Ella,  Hattie  Alphene. 
Cora  Uberta,  William  Garfield  and  John  Lehman. 
The  eldest  daughter  is  now  one  of  the  teachers  in 
Washtenaw    County.     The    Methodisl     Episcopal 
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Church  is  the  religious  body  with  which  our  sub- 
ject and  Iris  wife  arc  associated  and  where  he  has 
been  a  Trustee.  They  have  ever  taken  a  vital 
interest  in  Sunday-schooJ  work  and  have  labored 
in  that  cause.  They  are  strong  temperance  people 
and  Mrs.  Fletcher  is  a  member  of  the  Home  .Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Mr.  Fletcher's  interest  in  educational  matters 
has  brought  him  forward  as  Director  and  Treasurer 
of  the  School  Board  and  lie  lias  also  tilled  the  office 
of  Road  Overseer.  His  political  views  are  embod- 
ied in  the  declarations  of  the  Republican  party  and 
his  vote  is  cast  with  that  organization.  In  1886 
he  suffered  losses  by  lire,  Iris  house  and  windmill 
being  destroyed.  He  is  afflicted  with  a  cancer  in 
the  face,  for  which  he  lias  submitted  to  three  dif- 
ferent operations,  the  last  one  having  been  eleven 
years  ago  at  Ann    Arbor. 

John  Fletcher,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  died  in 
1889,  at  the  age  of  fifty  seven  years  and  his  wife 
survived  him  hut  three  months.  She  was  his  sec- 
ond wife,  his  first  wife  having  borne  the  name  of 
Mary  Ross.  Mr.  Fletcher's  sister,  Mary,  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Beach,  died  in  1872,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren,Emma,  Laura  and  Howard;  and  Iris  brothers, 
Peter  and  Thomas,  live  in  Lima  Township,  this 
county.  Ardclla  May.  the  adopted  daughter  of  our 
subject,  is  now  the  wife  of  Rodney  Freer  and  lives 
in  Eaton  C'ountv.  this  State. 


♦s-3-ss* 
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LFRED  II.  HOLMES.  The  business  careei 
of  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears 
above  is  one  distinguished  by  constant 
progress,  lie  began  life  in  a  very  humble 
way  hut  has  set  his  mark  to  attain  a  high  de- 
gree of  financial  success  as  well  as  personal  pro- 
gress. He  is  now  the  proprietor  of  one  of  the 
largest  livery  and  hack  lines  in  the  city  of  Ann 
Arbor.  lie  started  in  business  on  a  small  scale  in 
1885,  having  but  two  horses,  a  buggy  and  a  car- 
riage. As  his  business  increased  he  enlarged  his 
barns  and  added  horses    and  buggies.      The  site  of 


his  present  business  location  is  No.  :I2  and  34 
Forest  Avenue,  his  barn  being  60x132  feet  in 
dimensions.  He  is  DOW  using  forty  horses  in  his 
business  and  keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  line  line 
of  hacks  and  buggies,  and  in  fact  all  the  appliances 
for  a  first-class  stable. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  born  in  Pittsfleld  Township. 
this  county,  June  10,  1839.  He  is  a  son  of  Bur- 
roughs and  Polly  (Dennison)  Holmes.  The  father 
was  a  uative  of  New  York  and  born  in  Tioga 
County,  in  the  town  of  Berne,  where  he  also  mar- 
ried, lit'  removed  with  his  family  to  this  county 
in  1837  and  located  upon  a  farm  in  l'ittslield 
Township,  where  he  followed  the  calling  of  gen- 
eral agriculture,  being  especially  interested  ill 
stock-raising.  He  resided  upon  the  place  until  his 
decease,  in  I860,  being  at  the  time  in  his  sixty- 
eighth  year;  Iris  wife  died  in  1868,  aged  seventy- 
three  years.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William 
Dennison.  Seven  children  survived  her — Alfred 
EL,  being  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  attended  the  district 
school  in  the  vicinitj  of  his  home  and  afterward 
the  High  School  in  Ann  Arbor.  He  then  returned 
to  the  farm  and  there  remained  until  reaching 
his  twenty-firsl  year,  lie  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  in  Pittsfleld  Township  on  the  old  home- 
stead, but  afterward  purchased  eighty  acres  in 
Lodi  Township,  residing  upon  it  for  some  time. 
This  he  finally  sold  and  removed  to  Wayne  County, 
Mich.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  two 
years.  Returning  to  this  county  he  located  on  a 
farm  in  Superior  Township,  continuing  there  for 
several  years. 

In  L868  Mr.  Holmes  removed  to  Kansas,  locating 
on  a  farm  in  Lyon  County  near  Emporia,  where 
he  spent  four  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time  he  sold  his  farm  and  stock  and  returned  to 
Ann  Arbor  and  in  1885  started  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness. April  5,  I860,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Ann  Sheldon,  of  Lodi  Township.  She  was 
the  third  daughter  of  Newton  and  Susanna  (Ed- 
munds) Sheldon,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
New  York,  coming  to  Washtenaw  County  in  1832. 
they  were  recognized  among  the  enterprising  set- 
tlers of  that  locality  .  M  r.  and  Mrs.  Holmes  arc  the 
parents  of   three  children — Nellie E.,  Burt  F.   and 
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Willard  S.  Nettie  is  the  wife  of  E.  I..  13riggs;  Burt 
is  a  student  in  the  University  of  Michigan;  Wil- 
lard  is  still  si  student  of  the  ward  school. 

Politically  our  subject  is  a  stanch  Prohibition- 
ist, although  he  formerly  cast  his  vote  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  They  have  a 
pleasanl  residence  at  No.  32  Forest  Avenue. 


4. 


■■ 


AN'siiM  TOWNSEND.  We  doubt  if  there 
can  be  a  finer  farm  found  in  Superior 
Township  than  that  which  belongs  to  our 
v£>  subject,  the  son  of  Frederick  P.Townsend 
of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  There  this  son  was  born  in 
1826  and  ten  years  later  came  to  Washtenaw 
County  which  has  since  beenhis  home.  Frederick 
Townsend  was  born  in  1796,  among  the  Catskill 
Mountains  and  was  one  of  seven  children,  namely: 
Frederick,  Stephen,  Annie  Susannah,  .lane.  Laura. 
and  Edmund. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  tour  children  of  his 
parents,  the  others  being  Nelson,  Mary  (Mrs.  Ly- 
man Gal  pin),  and  William.  He  grew  to  maturity 
upon  the  farm  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  county.  In  1848  he  married  Miss 
Juliette  Leland,  daughter  of  Joshua  G.  Leland, 
who  was  born  in  Madison,  N.  Y..  in  June,  1805. 
He  was  a  son  of  Joshua  Leland,  who  was  born  in 
Sherburne, Mass.  Henry  Leland  who  was  the  head 
of  the  Leland  family  in  America,  came  from  Eng- 
land where  he  was  born  in    I  653. 

Joshua  <;.  Leland,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Townsend, 
was  one  of  a  numerous  familj  whose  names  were 
as  follows:  Amasa.  Ezra,  Isaac,  Orson,  Uriah, 
Phoebe,  Sylvia,  Juliette,  Yale,  and  Joshua,  lie 
came  to  this  county  in  1 832  and  located  on  what 
is  now  known  as  the  James  Mowrej  Farm,  where 
he  resided  but  one  year, and  then  located  in  North- 
CD  hi  where  lie  was  living  at  the  time  he  was  elect- 
ed to  the  Legislature  in  1840  and  1844.  He  also 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Northfield,  dur- 
ing  the   greater   part   of   his    residence    there.      \ 


ation  and  stalwart  energy  of  the  man.  On  one 
occasion   one   of  his   oxen   became    unyoked    and 

walked  awa\    IV his  mate,  leaving  Mr.  I. eland 

with  his  wife  and  children  to  gel  along  as  besl 
they  might.  Mr.  Leland  stepped  into  the  place  of 
the  missing  animal  and  yoking  himself  with  the 
ox.  assisted  in  drawing  the  family  home.  He  was 
an  active  energetic  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  nave  liberally  of  his  services 
and  means  for  its  maintenance.  In  1 866 he  moved 
to  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  remained  till  the  time  of 
his  death,  ten  years  later,  having  passed  an  active 
and  useful   life. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Townsend  have  been  bora  five 
children,  two  of  whom  have  passed  to  the  other 
world  and  the  three  who  are  living  are  :  Alliina. 
wife  of  John  I!.  Eldert,  of  Detroit  :  Perry  I...  who 
resides  near  the  old  home  place,  and  Emory  .who 
makes  his  home  in  Saginaw.  .Mrs.  Townsend,  like 
her  father,  is  an  earnest  and  conscientious  member 
pf  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  is  active  in 
its  work  and  charities.  Mr.  Townsend  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party.  They  own  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres,  all  of  which  is 
excellent  land    well   improved   and    well    stocked. 
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RUSSELL.      One    of   tin 


/ipsa  AMI.  1". I.     I.    Kl  >M\l.l..      one    oi    mo   men 
^^#     who    has  been   prominentrj    interested  in 
\vJ_Jh)  the  development  of  Superior  Township  is 
this  gentleman.     Although   he  cannot  be 
called  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  vicinity  he  has 
already  lived    here   almost    half   a  century   and   his 
wife's   family   are   among   the    old    settlers    of   the 
county.      His  birth  took   place    in     1848,  in     Hamil- 
ton   County.    N.    V..  and    he     was    one    of   a    large 
family    of    nine   children    of    William    and    Gittie 
(Conklin)  Russell.     The  father  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  in  1814,  and  the  mother  in  Hamil- 
ton County,  N.  Y..  in  1815. 

William    F.  Russell    was  a    son    of    William  and 
Minerva  (Powers)  Russell.     The  former  was  prob- 
ably a  native  of  England  and  was  a  drover  by  occu- 
curious  incident  is  related  showing  the  determin-      pation,  making  Albany,  N.  Y.,  his   market.     I  uto 
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them  were  born  two  children — our  subject's  father. 
William  1-'..  and  his  sister,  Loan  da,  who  never  mar- 
ried. The  father  of  our  subject  followed  farming 
and  lumbering  in  New  York  and  was  a  successful 
man. 

The  brothel's  and  sister  of  our  subject  are  as 
follows:  Minerva,  who  became  Mrs.  Cornelius  Van 
Hoosan  and  had  one  child  by  this  marriage.  After 
her  husband's  death  she  married  Frank  Scribner,  by 
whom  she  had  two  daughters.  The  second  child  was 
William  A.,  who  resides  in  Michigan;  Joel  is  a 
resident  of  Fulton  County.  X.  Y.;  Mary,  became 
the  wife  of  William  Davis  and  makes  her  home  in 
Xorthville,  X'.  Y.;  Seymour  resides  in  Fulton 
County.  X.  Y.:  George  M.  is  in  Augusta,  Mich., 
Leander  in  New  York,  and  Emma  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Benson  and  lives  at  Xorthville.  X.  Y. 

In  1«7:>  our  subject  married  Miss  Ella  J.,  daugh- 
ter of  Orlando  Darling,  an  old  resident  of  Wash- 
tenaw County.  Eight  children  were  horn  to  them, 
and  all  but  one  of  this  number  are  still  with  them. 
In  1870  Mi'.  Russell  left  Xew  York  and  at  first  lo- 
cated in  Ridgeway,  where  he  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing and  remained  for  two  years.  Subsequently 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Washtenaw  County, 
and  has  since  made  this  his  home.  In  1886  he 
purchased  the  property  formerly  owned  bj  S. 
Crulman.  which  is  about  three  miles  southwest  of 
Ypsilanti.  and  which  is  his  post-office.  Mr.  Russell's 
political  affiliations  are  with  the  Democratic  party. 


s^,  I.ARFXt  E  C.  TAYLOR,   B.  S.,  the  supenn- 

I  tendant    of   the   shops   of   the   engineering 

V_x  labratory  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
and  a  member  of  the  faeulty  of  that  institution. 
was  born  in  Greenville,  N.  H.,  June  il.  1858.  1 1  is 
father.  George  W.,  beinga  native  of  Xew  Ipswich, 
in' that  State,  and  his  grandfather.  Samuel,  being 
also  horn  in  Xew  Hampshire.  The  grandfather 
married  a  direct  descendant  of  William  Lock,  who 
came  over  in  the  ••Planter"  in  1637, and  established 
one  of  the  old  Puritan  families  in  this  country. 
The   grandfather     was   a    pioneer    in    that    part    of 


New  Hampshire,  as  he  had  come  hither  from  Mass- 
achusetts and  helped  to  clear  the  site  of  New  [ps- 
wich.  His  ancestors  figured  prominently  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution.  Hi-  great-grandfather 
started  to  the  battles  of  Concord  and  Lexington, 
hut  wasabout  four  hours  late.  All  of  his  ancestors 
on  both  sides  were  instrumental  in  organizing  and 
building  up  the  Congregational  Church  throughout 
New  England,  several  of  the  family  being  in  the 
ministry. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  .-in  architect  and 
builder  and  erected  some  of  the  buildings  of  the 
Columbian  Cotton  Company  in  Xew  Hampshire, 
lie  spent  hut  two  j'ears  in  the  West,  passing  that 
time  in  Iowa,  and  then  went  Fast  again,  where  he 
continued  to  carry  on  his  business.  He  is  a  fine 
architect  and  although  now  sixty-three  years  of 
age  he  is  active  in  work,  being  connected  with  the 
Butterick  Pattern  Company  of  New  York  City,  and 
residing  a  part  of  the  time  in  Xew  York  and  a  part 
of  the  time  in  Xew  Hampshire.  His  good  wife, 
who  died  in  her  native  State,  Xew  Hampshire,  in 
1883,  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Moore,  a 
farmer  of  Jeffrey,  X.  II.  Of  their  four  children 
three  grew  to  maturity. 

Clarence  Taylor  attended  Appleton  Academy 
after  studying  in  the  district  school,  remaining  in 
that  institution  from  the  time  he  was  fourteen 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen,  after  which 
he  entered  the  Polytechnic  College  at  Worcester. 
.Mass..  from  which  he  graduated  in  1881,  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  For  nine  months 
he  remained  in  connection  with  that  institution 
and  then  went  South  to  organize  the  manual  train- 
ing department  of  the  Miller  Manual  Labor  School, 
located  at  Crozet,  Va.  He  retained  charge  of 
that  department  some  eighteen  months,  in  1883 
was  made  Assistant  Mechanical  Engineer  in  the 
University  of  Michigan,  and  in    1885    became  the 

Superintendent  of  the  engineering  shops.  He  de- 
votes his  entire  attention  to  his  profession  and  is 
endeavoring  to  bring  forward  thisclassof  work  to 
a  high  rank. 

The  marriage  of  Prof.  Taylor,  September  17. 
1890,  united  him  with  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary 
character  and  talent,  and  one  who  stands  high  in 
her    profession    a-    a     physician.     Her    name    was 
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Christine  Anderson,  and  she  is  a  daughter  of  Nel- 
son Vnderson,  who  was  a  Lumber  merchant  and  a 
wholesaler  in  thai  line  in  the  East  before  removing 
to  Iowa.  He  removed  to  Greene,  Butler  County, 
thai  State,  where  he  became  a  successful  farmer  and 
died  mi  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  He  wa 
Republican  in  his  political  views  and  a  Presbyterian 
in  his  religious  faith.  The  maiden  name  <>f  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Taylor  was  Rebecca  Maria  Ander- 
son. She  was  of  Eastern  birth  and  still  resides  in 
Greene,  where  this  daughter  was  burn. 

Mr>.  Taylor  is  iliinl  in  the  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  eighl  children.  After  receiving  the 
fundamentals  of    her   education    in    the  common 

scl Is  -hi1  studied  a1  Greene  Academy,  and  thru 

entered  Knox  College  al  Galesburg,  111.,  where  she 
graduated  in  1882  with  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Science,  after  which  she  taughl  for  two 
years  in  Greene  and  in  the  fall  of  1885,  entered 
the  department  of  medicine  and  surgery  :it  the 
University  of  Michigan,  as  she  had  always  cher- 
ished a  desire  to  study  medicine.  She  graduated 
in  1888  with  thedegreeof  Doctor  of  Medicine  and 
located  in  l'psilanti,  where  she  has  winked  up  a 
large  practice  in  both  medicine  and  surgery.  She 
stands  high  in  Lier  profession  and  is  considered  not 
only  <mc  of  the  besl  woman  physicians  in  the 
county,  hut  also  one  of  the  best  physicians  and 
surgeons,  without  .regard  to  sex.  For  two  years 
she  has  been  vice-President  of  the  Washtenaw 
Medical  Society.  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  Republican  in 
his  political  viewsand  takes  an  intelligent  interest 
in  the  progress  of  public  events  although  he  has 
little  time  tu  devote  to  matters  outside  his  profes- 
sii  m. 


1/OSEPH  M.  U.I.KN.  Anion--  the  newspa- 
permen of  Southern  Michigan  who  have 
done  so  much  in  the  past  and  are  planning 
\  so  « is(  \\  tn  help  forward  the  interests  of 
their  section  in  the  future,  we  are  pleased  to  men- 
tion  the  name  which   we    have    just   given.     This 
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gentleman  is  the  proprietor  and  editor  of  the  Dex- 
ter Leader,  which  was  established  January  28, 
1869,  b\  Wickwire  4  Alley.  Mr.  Allen  is  the  sixth 
man  who  has  managed  the  affairs  of  this  paper 
and  he  now  has  it  in  first-class  condition  and  good 
working  order.  He  first  established  the  Dexter 
Sun  in  April,  1882,  but  in  January,  L883  he  bought 
the  business  of  the  Dexter  Leacfer  and  adopted  thai 
name  instead  of  retaining  thai  of  the  Sun. 

Mr.  Allen  is  a  practical  printer  ami  has  worked 
at  the  ease  for  more  than  half  a  century,  having 
learned  the  business  on    the  old    Jackson   Gazette, 

where  he    remained     fur    ten     years,    becoming    its 

proprietor  and  merging  it  into  the  Jackson  Citizen, 

which  was  one  of  the  earh  papers  in  that  part  of 
the  State,  lie  then  went  to  Detroit  in  1851,  and 
engaged  in  a  newspaper  ami  job  office  until  he 
came  to  Dexter  to  reside.  Asa  boy  he  had  come  to 
Dexter  first  in  .tune.  1831,  as  his  father.  Joseph 
Allen,  had  taken  up  land  from  the  Government 
two  and  one-half  miles  north  of  this  point.  Hut 
his  father  did  not  long  survive  his  settlement  here. 
as  he  died  within  two  years  after  coming,  expiring 
September  23,  1833,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years. 
lie  was  a  native  of  New  York  but  his  sun  Joseph 
M.,  was  bum  at  Whitney,  Vt., February  23,  1825. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bure  the  maiden  name 
of  Athelia  S.  Robuards  and  was  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont,   she  survived  her  husband  until  July.  1876, 

and  he  had    lived    here    with     her    sun     ErastUS     I  I. 

Allen,  a  well-known  shoemaker  Of  Dexter.  She  had 
a    family    of    two    sons   and    three   daughters,  and 

three  of  this  number  are  now  living.  Our  subject 
was  but  fifteen  years  old  when  he  went  to  .lacksun 
in    1840,  and  as  we    have   seen    entered    a     printing 

office. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated 
January  l".  I  sis  at  Jackson,  his  bride  being  Miss 
Mary  M.  McMillcn.a  native  of  Toronto,  Canada 
To  her  have  been  granted  five  children  —  Mary  I.. 
Kate  A.,  l'ersis  A..  Eva  M., and  Woodruff  K.,  born 
AugUSl  30,  I860,  is  a  printer  and  Lives  in  Detroit. 
The  eldest  daughter  has  remarkable  facility  with 
the  needle  and  produces  must  beautiful  embroider} 
and  fancy  work  of  various  kinds.  She  is  still  with 
her  mother,  but  her  sister  Kate  has  married  Mr.  F. 
B.  Vaue.hu    who  carries    mi    business   a-    a    patent 
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roofer  in  Detroit.  Persis  is  .Mrs.  J.  II.  Cleveland 
of  the  same  city,  her  husband  being  the  Teller  in 
the  Home  Savings  Bank,  while  Eva  M.  is  in  the 
employ,  as  a  copyist,  of  the  American  Book  ( Concern 
of  Chicago. 


eORYDON  L.  FORI).  M.  D.,  LL.D.,  Profes- 
sor of  anatomy  and  physiology  in  the 
University  of  Michigan,  was  born  August 
29,  1813,  at  Lexington.  Greene  County,  N.  Y. 
William  Ford,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  Amer- 
ica, and  the  earliest  member  of  which  there  is  any 
authentic  information,  came  from  England  in  the 
"Fortune"  landing  at  Plymouth  in  November, 
1621.  He  settled  in  Marsh  Meld.  Mass..  where  he 
died  in  1(!76.  The  sixth  in  descent  from  him  was 
Aimer  Ford,  the  father  < if  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  was  born  in  Canaan,  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.. 
and  early  removed  to  Lexington,  where  he  remained 
with  his  family  for  a  number  of  years.  His  occu- 
pation was  that  of  a  farmer  and  he  served  for  a 
brief  period  as  a  Lieutenant  in  the  War  of  1K12. 
His  wife  was  Catharine  Flint,  of  New  England 
origin  on  her  mother's  side  and  ( terman  on  her 
father's. 

To  them  were  horn  live  children  of  which  our 
subject  was  the  third  son.  When  he  was  less  than 
two  years  old  his  parents  removed  to  Butternuts, 
Otsego  County,  and  settling  upon  a  farm  near  the 
village  of  Gilbertsville,  remained  until  1836, when 
they  came  West  and  located  in  the  town  of  Van 
Buren,  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  where  his  mother 
died  in  1850  and  his  father  in  I860.  His  early 
education  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools  in 
the  neighborhood  of  his  home,  and  subsequently 
he  attended  for  a  time  a  private  school  taught  by 
a  clergyman,  the  Rev.  II.  1'.  Bogue.  At  seventeen 
years  of  age  he  commenced  teaching  school  and 
continued  this  occupation  during  the  nine  suc- 
ceeding winter  seasons.  He  was  thus  enabled  to 
earn  the  means  of  pursuing  his  studies,  and  arriv- 
ing at  the  age  of  twenty  he  commenced  the  study 
of    medicine   with    Dr.   A.  I>.   Brown,  of  Somerset, 


Niagara  County,  N.  V..  but  soon  afterward  re- 
moved to  Medina,  in  the  same  State,  and  contin- 
ued his  studies  under  Dr.  Caleb  Hill. 

Perceiving  that  a  higher  grade  of  literary  educa- 
tion than  he  had  yet  obtained  would  lie  of  great 
advantage  to  him  in  pursuing  his  researches  in  the 
science  of  medicine,  he  Laid  aside  that  work  for  a 
time  and  entered  Canandaigua  Academy  at  Canan- 
daigna,  N.  V..  where  he  took  up  the  study  of  ancient 
languages,  and  laid  a  foundation  to  he  built  upon 
as  he  found  opportunity  afterward.  Leaving  the 
academy  in  1 840  he  resumed  the  study  of  medicine, 
this  time  with  Dr.  Edson  Carr.  of  Canandaigua. 
then  one  of  the  most  prominent  practitioners  of 
Western  New  York.  The  friendship  between  Dr. 
Carr  and  himself,  formed  at  this  time,  continued 
up  to  the  death  of  the  former  which  occurred  in 
1862,  and  not  long  after  Dr.  Ford  became  connected 
with  the  University  of  Michigan.  Dr.  Carr,  through 
his  interest  in  his  friend,  made  a  donation  of  his 
collection  of  pathological  specimens,  of  much  in- 
teresl  and  value  to  the  institution,  which  is  now 
in  the  museum  of  the  college.  Iii  October,  1840, 
Dr.  Ford  entered  the  Geneva  Medical  College,  at 
Geneva,  N.  Y.,  where  he  pursued  with  much  en- 
thusiasm the  study  of  the  different  branches  of 
medical  science. 

Dr.  .lames  Webster  was  then  professor  of  anatomy 
of  the  college,  and  by  his  great  skill,  earnestness 
and  expertness,  excited  in  his  pupil  especial  interest 
in  that  study,  and  Dr.  Ford  soon  became  his  par- 
ticular favorite.  I  >r.  Webster  hail  the  unusual  faculty 
of  lecturing  fluently  and  at  the  same  time  dissect- 
ing with  meat  rapidity,  displaying  to  his  class  the 
parts  and  tissues  in  their  natural  positions  and  with 
their  proper  connections.  It  has  Keen  said  that  his 
dexterity  had  more  than  the  interestof  a  sleight- 
of-hand  performer.  Dr.  Ford,  while  learning  lie 
sciences,  found  himself  able  to  imitate  his  teacher's 
method,  and  through  the  long  period  of  study  and 
practice  which  followed  the  pupil  came  to  surpass 
the  master.  So  successful  was  he  in  this  branch  of 
medical  science  that  on  the  da\  of  his  graduation, 
January  25,  1842,  he  received  the  appointment  of 
Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the  college,  and  ful- 
filled the  duties  of  that  office  for  the  succeeding 
seven  years. 
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In  1846,  when  the  medical  college  in  Buffalo  was 

organized,   Dr.    Find    was   made    Demonstral i 

Anatomy  there,  anil  performed  the  duties  of  demon- 
strator in  both  the  Geneva  and  Buffalo  colleges  for 
the  three  following  years.  The  lectures  which  he 
frequently  gave  during  this  time  mel  with  such 
success  and  gave  such  satisfaction  to  the  classes, 
that  his  reputation  as  an  expert  teacher  of  anatomj 
became  fully  established.  As  a  result  he  was.  in 
1849,  invited  to  the  professorship  of  anatomy  and 
physiology  in  the  medical  college  at  Castleton,  \  t. 
He  continued  to  lecture  there  after  ha\  ing  received 
other  appointments  until  the  breaking  •  >ut  of  the 
Civil  War.  when  so  many  professors  and  students 
joined  the  armj  that  the  college  was  dosed.  In 
June,  1854,  while  at  the  operating  chair  in  Dr. 
Carr's  office  in  Canandaigua,  he  received  the  an- 
nouncement of  hi-  appointment  to  the  professor- 
ship of  his  favorite  branch  in  the  Department  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan. <  »n  the  2nd  of  the  following  October,  he 
gave  his  fir>t  lecture  in  the  university,  and  for 
thirty-eight  consecutive  years,  the  1st  of  October 
has  found  him  at  his  post.  Although  since  hi> 
appointment  to  this  professorship  liis  chief  labor 
has  been  in  this  institution,  he  has  performed  the 
duties  of  professor  of  anatomj  successfully  in  four 
Eastern  colleges,  the  university  sessions  continuing 
from   October  to  March   inclusive,  while  those  of 

the  other    colleges    in    which    he    officiated    were    in 

the  summer  month-:  and  thus  he  was  enabled  to 
continue  his  work  at  Castleton  until  the  close  of 
the  college  in  1 86 1. 

The  other  colleges  in  which  Dr.  Ford  received 
appointments  as  professor  of  anatomy  were  the 
Berkshire  Medical  College  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  to 
which  he  was  appointed  in  I860,  and  with  which 
he  was  connected  until  its  (dose  in  1867;  the  Med- 
ical College  of  Maine,  so  long  established  and  suc- 
cessfully   conducted   in  connection    with    Bowdoin 

College,  where  he  filled   that  chair  fr 1864  until 

1870,  when  he  resigned  and  spenl  the  following 
summer  in  Europe;  and  Long  Island  College  Hos- 
pital in  Brooklyn,  N.  V..  where  he  gave  an  annual 
course  of  lectures  during  the  spring  months  after 

■  ■ pleting  hi-  work   at  the  university  from    1868 

until    L886,  when  lie  was  honored  In  the  title  of 


Emeritus  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  thai  institution, 
which  his  labors  for  nineteen  years  had  greatlj 
aide  d  in  establishing, and  since  then  his  whole  time 
has  been  devoted  to  teaching  in  the  held  of  his 
largesl  labor: — the  Universitj  of  Michigan.  Dur- 
ing much  of  the  time  of  hi>  connection  with  the 
university  he  has  given  instruction  in  physiologj 
as  well  a>  anatomy,  blending  the  two  together,  de- 
scribing the  function  of  each  organ  in  connection 
with  its  form  and  structure.  The  fact  that  liis  ser- 
vices have  been  so  extensively  sought  by  medical 
schools  is  evidence  of  the  Doctor's  extraordinary 
ability,  and  the  reasons  for  it  are  to  lie  found  in 
hi-  natural  capacity,  amounting  to  a  genius  for 
the  work,  and  in  giving  his  whole  time  and  energj 
to  the  work  assumed. 

During  his  childhood  Dr.  Ford  had  an  attack  of 
infantile  paralysis,  affecting  the  lower  left  limb, 
arresting  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  it-  develop- 
ment and  impairing  it-  usefulness;  the  rcMilt.  as 
i-  usually  the  case,  has  been  a  life-long  lameness, 
and  this  defect  ha-  had  its  effect  upon  his  whole 
organism,  causing  him  to  lead  a  life  of  great  retire- 
ment, and  has  doubtless  had  an  influence  in  keep- 
ing him  from  the  active  practice  of  medicine. 
confining  his  labors  to  the  teaching  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  profession.  While  at  Pitts- 
Held  the  Doctor  made  the  acquaintance  of  Mr-.  Mes- 
ser,  the  widow  of  Nathaniel  Messer,  and  the  only 
daughter  of  the  late  Ichabod  (  hapman,  of  that 
place.  The  acquaintance  resulted  intheii  marriage 
on  the  2  tth  of  April,  1865.  Mr-.  Ford  i-  a  de- 
scendantof  Robert  Chapman,  who  came  from  Hull. 
England,  in  1635,  and  settled  in  the  same  year  at 
Saybrook,  Conn.  The  land  has  never  been  sold. 
having  descended  from  father  to  son  to  the  pres- 
ent <>n\ ner  of  the  sixth  generation. 

The  Doctor  has  confined  himself  to  the  important 
and  uecessary  work  of  teaching  anatomy  in  a  man 

ner  tO    make    it    attractive,  and    at     the    same    time 

useful  to  the  student.-  in  their  subsequent  practice 
of  medicine  and  surgery,  which  explains  the  facl 
that  an  unusual  proportion  of  the  graduates  have 
become  successful  surgeons.  By  hi-  particular 
methods  idie  vivacity  and  clearness  of  hi-  lectures 
ami  the  accuracy  and  minuteness  of  hi-  descrip- 
tion. In-  ha-  fixed  the  subject  in  their  minds  to  such 
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:in  extent  t li:i t  those  who  have  received  instruction 
from  lii in  have  been  generally  considered  among 
the  best  students  of  anatomy  that  arc  found  in  any 
of  the  schools.  His  manner  in  the  lecture-room  is 
animated  and  enthusiastic,  and  uever  fails  to  hold 
the  attention  of  the  students,  and  excite  in  them  a 
similar  enthusiasm  in  the  study  of  this  branch,  lie 
is  full  of  the  subject  and  never  tires  in  presenting 
it  to  his  students. 

The  Doctor  is  at  the  presenl  time  just  delivering 
his  one  hundred  and  sixth  course  of  lectures  most  of 
which  in  the  university  have  extended  through  a 
period  of  six  months,  hut  for  many  years  he  gave 
lectures  in  three  different  medical  colleges,  varying 
in  length  from  two  to  four  month.-,  and  he  has 
frequently  delivered  two  or  more  lectures  a  day. 
This  is  an  extraordinary  number  of  courses  of  lec- 
tures, even  considering  the  number  of  schools  in 
which  he  has  acted  as  professor.  As  a  teacher  of 
anatomy  he  has  long  been  regarded  as  unsurpassed 
in  this  country,  and.  in  fact,  there  are  many  who 
consider  that  he  has  no  equal.  In  his  manner  he  is 
i lest  and  unassuming,  and  has  always  been  re- 
garded by  his  pupils  and  his  friends,  not  only  as  a 
most  modesl  teacher,  hut  in  every  respect  a-  a 
straightforward,  honorable  and  upright  Christian 
gentleman. 

In  politics  Dr.  Ford  has  been  a  Republican  since 
the  organization  of  that  party.  He  and  Mrs.  Ford 
are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  A 
lithographic  portrait  of  Dr.  ford  accompanies  this 
biographical  notice. 


;*7f  XDREW  SERYTS.  Thegentleman  of  wh 

we  write  has  his   line   arable   farm   of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  situated  on  section 
QJ  '■'>.  Sharon  Township.   His  father  was  Fred- 

erick Srr\  is.  a  native  of  the  Mohawk  Valley,  N.  Y.. 
and  a  shoemaker  by  trade  as  well  as  a  fanner.  The 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Charlotte  Clark, 
was  a  native  of  Onondaga  County,  in  the  same 
State,  and  Hire  they  were  married  and  resided 
throughout    life,    becoming    the   parents    of   eight 


children,  all  Imt  one  of  whom  are  still  in  life.  The 
mother  passed  from  earth  in  1846  and  the  father 
died  in   1868. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  second  in  age  in 
this  numerous  household,  being  limn  January  I, 
1824,  in  Onondago  County.  A  district  school 
education  was  granted  to  him  which  he  well-im- 
proved, and  in  school  life  and  farm  life  his  youth- 
ful days  passed,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  started 
out  to  tight  the  battle  of  lite  alone  and  unaided. 
He  learned  his  trade,  that  of  a  blacksmith,  in  ( )non- 
daga  County,  X.  Y.,  and  there  began  his  life  work. 

The  wedding  day  of  our  subject  was  Octo- 
ber 1(1.  1848,  when  he  was  united  to  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Lana  (Houser)  Wmton.  The 
former  was  a  native  of  Scotland  and  the  latter  a 
New  Yorker  of  Dutch  descent.  Mr.  Winton  was 
.1  farmer  and  made  hi:-  home  in  New  York  until 
1845.  His  wife  passed  from  earth  in  1848  and  he 
died  January  21,  1858.     They  were  the  parent-  of 

two  children,  hut  Mrs.  Seivi-  is  the  only  survivor 
at  the  present  date.  She  was  horn  October  •>  I . 
1830,  in  .Madison  County,  X.  Y.,  and  resided  in 
her  native  county,  Onondaga,  until  she  and  her 
husband  decided  to  migrate  to  the  West. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Servis  came  to  Michigan  in  IS;")!) 
and  settled  in  Sharon  Township  on  a  part  of  the 
old  Leonard  Fellow-  farm,  and  here  Mr.  Servis  set 
up  shop  and  worked  at  his  trade.  They  remained 
there  for  four  years  and  then  sold  out  and  bought 
a  farm  in  that  neighborhood,  which  they  -old  again 
within  a  year.  In  1868  they  settled  upon  the 
present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  which 
was  very  poorly  improved  and  upon  which  was  an 
old  big  house  and  barn.  Here  he  has  cleared  off 
fifty  acres  of  land,  built  a  new  house  and  barn  and 
made  other  substantial  improvements,  having  done 
much  hard  work. 

The   four  children   of  Mr.  and   Mrs.  Servis  are. 

Helen,  who  was  born  in  1850, now  the  wife  of  Mr. 
\.  ( !ase,  of  Hillsdale  County  and  the  mother  of  two 
children;  Delia  A.,  born  in  1851,  now  the  widow 
of  Mr.  John  Hall,  of  Manchester  and  the  mother 
of  three  children;  Pert,  born  in  1864,  and  George 
II..  bom  in  1869.  To  all  of  his  offspring  our  sub- 
ject has  afforded  opport  unities  for  acquiring  a  good 

COmmOn-SChOOl  education  and  <  ieorge  i-  a  graduate 
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of  the  Manchester  High  School  and  has  a  scholar- 
ship al  Adrian.  Mrs.  Hall  was  a  superior  student 
and  taught  previous  to  her  marriage.  The  mother 
of  this  family  is  an  earnest  and  conscientious  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodisl  Episcopal  Church  andin  the 
doctrines  of  the  Christian  religion  has  trained  her 
children.  The  Republican  party  embodies  the  po- 
litica!  ideas  which  Mr.  Scrvis  has  ever  held  to  be 
most  worthy  of  confidence  and  he  casts  his  vote 
u  iili  this  body. 


a    representative 


■y|M)i;i.\V     B.     MINZEY 

and  venerable  pioneer  of  this   county   re- 
'    siding  mi  section    20,   Augusta   Township, 
QJ  is  a  native    of   New    York  and    a    son    of 

John  and  Phcebe  (Avery  )  Minzey,  the  father  hav- 
ingbeen  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  812.  Our  subject 
was  born  August  26,  L829  and  in  1836  came  with 
his  parents  to  this  county  crossing  the  lake  to 
reach   Detroit. 

John  Minzey  made  his  home  in  the  unbroken 
forests  before  this  township  was  organized,  and 
broughl  his  family  to  the  log  cabin  which  he  built, 
and  where  they  lived  for  the  Brsl  summer  without 
doors  and  windows,  af  a  time  when  wolves  and 
bears  were  numerous.  He  was  the  father  of  a 
patriarchal  tribe  of  twelve  children,  the  surviving 
members  of  which  are  .Martha.  Phcebe,  Jeanette, 
William.  Duncan.  Andrew,  h'edncr.  ami  Allen.  Tie 
was  in  his  eighty-fourth  year  when  he  died.  passing 
away  October  31,  1883.  He  had  losl  his  wife  in 
February,  1875,  and  in  their  death  the  county  suf- 
fered a   [OSS  which   has  never  been  replaced. 

The  usual  experiences  of  pioneer  life  marked  the 

boy! d  Of  Our  Subject  and  he  early  adopted  farm- 
ing as  his  vocation,  lie  made  good  use  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  were  offered  him  in  the  districl 
schools  and  has  ever  made  it  bis  aim  to  pursue  a 
thorough  a  i id  systematic  course  of  reading.  Upon 
the  last  day  of  December,  1855,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Fullerton  a  native  of  New 
York  who  became  the  mother  of    three  children, 


only  one  of  whom.  Elmer  D.,  now  survives,  who 
lives  on  a  farm  adjoining  hi-  father's  the  farm 
consisting  of  ninety-four  acres,  a  present  from  bis 
parents. 

One  hundred  and  four  acres  of  land  forms  the 
home  farm  and  it  bear.-  abundant  evidence  of  the 
thorough  going  character  of  the  weak  done  upon 
it.  The  position  of  this  gentleman  among  his 
neighbors  has  been  marked  by  his  being  raised    to 

the  position  of  Moderatorof  the  School  Hoard.  His 
political  views  bring  him  into  action  with  the 
Democratic  party  and  be  has  great  faith  in  the 
principles  proclaimed  by  the  platform  of  that  party. 
.Mrs.  .Minzey  was  born  in  Orleans  County.  N.  V.. 
April  23,  1835.  Her  father,  John  Fullerton,  was  a 
native  of  Ireland  and  her  mother  Caroline  Bur- 
nette,  was  born  in  New  York  state.  Mr.  Fullerton 
had  emigrated  to  America  when  sixteen  years  old 
and  for  many  years  he  made  New  York  his  home 
and  there  his  faithful  wile  passed  to  her  eternal  re- 
ward. In  1861  the  father  came  to  this  county  and 
here  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  upon  earth. 
Of  his  ten  children  the  survivors  are:  Nancy. 
Mrs.  Minzey,  William,  Hannah,  John  and  Adam. 
Mrs.  Minzey  is  identified  with  the  Evangelical 
Church  and  is  an  active  member  of  both  church  and 
social  circles. 


i'    \  'y  •>'  *'  »' 


GEORGE  SCHNIRRING   is  a  farmer  own- 
ing   a    line    place    on     section     22.    Freedom 

Township.     He  is  a  son  of  Michael  Schnir- 
ring,  a   native  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 

icrc  he  was  engaged  as  a  fanner,  iiur  subject's 
mother  was  Maadalena  (Scbrat)  Schnirring,  a 
native  of  the  same  place  as  was  her  husband,  where 
they  both  died.  They  were  the  parent-  of  seven 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living.  Of  these 
our  subject  was  the  sixth  child  in  order  of  birth, 
hi-  natal  day  being  May  15,  1836,  ami  his  birth- 
place being  Wurtemberg. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
bis  native  country  and  there  received  a  good  edu- 
cation. ba\  inn   been  a    student  of  a  High  School  in 
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Germany.  On  reaching  his  majority  he  started 
out  from  home  to  engage  in  the  struggle  of  life 
for  himself  and  America  offering  inducements  to 
an  energetic  young  man  superior  to  any  other 
country  he  cast  his  lines  here,  and  on  arriving  in 
this  country  proceeded  directly  to  Michigan  and 
settled  in  Freedom  Township  where  he  worked 
out  on  a  farm  by  the  day.  lie  continued  this  for 
a  tune  in  order  that  he  might  learn  to  speak  Eng- 
lish and  also  to  learn  the  methods  of  work  in  this 
country. 

Later  Mr.  Schnirring  became  a  teacher  of  Ger- 
man in  Lodi  and  Freedom  Townships  and  was  very 
successful  in  this  work.  In  1857  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Christian  Lawrence,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  Lawrence  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany.  She 
was  born  in  1833  and  was  well  versed  in  her 
native  tongue  and  the  usual  branches  as  taughl  in 
German  schools.  This  union  has  been  blest 
by  the  advent,  of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  ate 
now  living.  Of  these  Riga  is  the  wife  of  John 
Monroe  and  lives  in  California;  Regina  married 
Peter  Johnson  and  also  lives  in  California;  Will- 
iam is  the  husband  of  Lizzie  Scheldt  and  lives  in 
Bridgewater;  Clara.  Paulina,  Eugene  and  Minnie 
are  still  under  the  home  roof. 

Our  subject  settled  upon  his  present  farm  twen- 
ty-three years  ago  (1891)  and  now  has  one  hun- 
dred twenty  acres,  ninety  acres  of  which  are  im- 
proved. He  built  all  the  buildings  on  the  place 
and  he  has  a  very  pleasant  house  that  is  charm- 
ingly located  on  the  SOutheasI  corner  of  Pleasant 
Lake.  Sine*  living  here  he  has  added  greatly  to 
the  value  of  his  land  by  the  careful  ami  thorough 
attention  he  has  given  it. 

Mr.  .Schnirring  has  given  his  children  very  good 
educational  advantages  and  they  are  able  to  hold 
their  own  both  in  English  and  German  with  the 
young  people  of  the  day.  The  family  arc  mem- 
bers of  the  Evangelical  Church,  of  which  our  sub- 
ject has  been  a  Trustee  for  twenty-two  years.  For 
the  past  eighteen  years  he  has  Keen  a  member  of 
the  School  Hoard  and  for  fifteen  years  has  been 
School  Inspector  of  Freedom  Township.  Oui 
subject  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  sympathies 
and  has  been  elected  to  some  local  offices  by  virtue 
of  his  loyalty  to  his  party.     Mi-.  Schnirring  carries 


on  his  agricultural  operations  independently  and 
devotes  himself  to  general  farming,  supplementing 
the  products  of  the  soil  by  raising  mailed  stock. 
He  is  an  encouraging  illustration  of  what  a  man 
may  accomplish  in  America,  for  like  so  many 
others  he  began  life  empty-handed,  and  the  line 
property  which  he  is  now  possessed  of  he  has 
earned  by  his  own   individual  efforts. 


— i 5- 
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DWARD  DUFFY.  A  native  of  the' Emerald 
Isle,  Mr.  Duffy  is  characterized  by  the  geni- 
alilv  and  large-heartedness  for  which  his 
countrymen  are  known.  He  is  at  the  present  time 
Vice-President  of  the  Farmers  a-  Mechanics  Bank. 
His  interests  in  his  individual  business  are  centered 
in  a  wholesale  and  retail  grocery  establishment. 
He  was  born  December  21.  1*1  Land  is  the  seventh 
son  of  John  ami  Ellen  Duffy,  who  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1850,  and  located  not  a  great 
while  after,  in  Washtenaw  County,  where  theystill 
carry  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  Loth 
parents  were  devoted  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church. 

One  of  eleven  children,  our  subject  now  numbers 
the  fourth  of  those  who  survive.  Edward  Duffy 
spent  his  early  boyhood  on  his  father's  farm  and 
received  a  good  education  in  the  district  M-hools 
of  the  county  where  hi-  lived.  At  theage  of  twelve 
years  he  went  to  New  York  City  and  entered  a 
Store  as  clerk.  He  remained  here  for  a  time,  and 
later  was  a  clerk  in  a  book  ami  stationery  store  for 
sixteen  years. 

At  the  end  of  the  time,  as  above  stated,  our  sub- 
ject returned  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Ann  Ar- 
bor. He  opened  up  a  modest  business  in  the  gro- 
cery trade;  also  carrying  a  stock  of  house-fumish- 
ing  goods.  His  first  business  place  was  on  the  same 
site  which  he  now  occupies — at  the  comer  of  X. 
Main  and  Ann  Streets.  There  he  kept  a  large  Stock 
of  groceries,  teas,  coffees  and  spices,  extending  his 
trade  as  his  mean.-  permitted  until  he  began  to 
handle  them  in  very  large  quantities.  He  has  done 
his  own  roasting  and  grinding,  anil  has  a  mat  gas 
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engine  in  bis  store  vvitli  which  lie  does  this  work. 
He  is  also  the  manufacl  urer  of  a  superior  article  in 
baking  powder,  the  purity  of  which  he  guarantees. 
Mr.  Duffy  was  married  in  1865, to  Miss  Margaret 
Hughes,  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y..  and  the 
daughter  of  John  Hughes.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duffy  are 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  there  being  five  I >< >\> 
ami  three  girls.  He  has  been  elected  to  the  most 
important  positions  of  the  municipality,  and  for 
twelve  years  served  as  County  Superintendent  of 
the  P '.  His  connection  with  the  bank  has  ex- 
tended over  a  term  of  ten  years.  During  the  ad- 
ministration  of  President  Grant,  our  subject  was 
appointed  Postmaster  of  Ann  Arbor.  lit-  had  the 
tenure  of  office  under  Grant,  again  under  Cleve- 
land, and  was  relieved  of  his  position  under  I  tarri- 
son.  Mr.  Duffy  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  as  are  also 
the  other  members  of  his  family. 


y 
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»  I  L  I.l  A  M    DANSINGBURG.      The  eren- 


\  A I 


tleman  who  occupies  the  honorable  posi- 
V  V  tion  of  Supervisor  in  Augusta  Township, 
Washtenaw  County,  is  a  resident  on  section  is. 
Mr.  Dansingburg  is  a  native  of  the  township  and 
county  wherein  he  now  lives.  He  is  not  yel  bowed 
down  with  the  weight  of  years,  nor  lias  his  honor- 
able position  any  tinge  of  venerability,  for  lie  was 
born  Ma\  6,  1846,  being  the  son  of  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  (Wilson)  Dansingburg.  Both  parents 
wen-  natives  of  New  Y/ork  Male.  Ilis  paternal 
grandsire  was  a  German  and  on  the  maternal  side 
he  is  of  Irish  ancestry.  Peter  Dansingburg ,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  came  to  Washtenaw  Count  \ 

in   1833,  and   settled    u] the    farm  whereon  our 

subjed  now  resides.  His  firsl  purchase  was  eighty 
acres,  which  was  patented  to  him  direct  from  the 
Government,  and  for  which  he  paid  $1.25  per 
acre. 

The    homestead   in   which    0111     subject    was    horn 

was  a   log  cabin  thai   was    originally    built    in   the 

midst   of  the  WOOdS.       Mi-    father    on  coining  In  tin' 


place  was  obliged  to  cut  the  underbrush  for  a  dis- 
tance of  a  mile  in  order  to  reach  his  place.  The 
cabin  which  he  erected  boasted  of  a  stick  chimney 

and  when  tin1  little  family  Outgrew  that  they 
creeled  a  better  log  house,  and  later  in  life,  about 
1851,  liuill  the  present  commodious  and  coinfort- 
ible     residence    occupied     by     our    subject,        lie    of 

whom  we  write  is  not  unacquainted  with  the 
hardships  of  pioneer  life,  his  father  having  come 
to  the  country    a    poor    man.  entirely  dependent 

upon  his  own  exertions,  lb',  however,  left,  at  the 
lime  of  his  death,  an  estate  which  included  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well-improved  land. 
Peter  Dansingburg  departed  this  life  September 
20,  L885,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  by  a  num. 
her  of  years,  her   death   occurring  September  20, 

1879.      In  their  decease  the  county    lost   two  of  her 

most  enterprising  and  progressive  pioneers.  The 
husband    had   served    as    Supervisor   of    Augusta 

Township  at  an  early  day.  and  was  ambitious  that 
this  district  should  vie  with  it-  sisters  successfully 
in  all  advantages. 

William  Dansingburg  very  early  imbibed  the 
ideas  of  independence  as  well  as  mutual  responsi- 
bility iu  the  life  to  which  he  was  reared.  The 
country  settled  rapidly  with  a  good  classs  of  resi- 

dent-,    and     among    these    our    Subject     was     made 

to  feel  that  he  was  equally  responsible  for  har- 
mony, justice  and  equity  in  governmental  affairs 
as  in  social  relations.  Born  to  humble  circum- 
stances, in  which  prudence  and  economy  look  an 
important  part,  the  life  to  which  our  subject  was 
reared  was  characterized  by  simplicity  and  one- 
ness of  purpose.     Horn   on  a  farm,  lie  involuntarily 

grew  up  with  a  better  knowledge  of  agricultural 

affair-  than  one  who  i-  not  -o  reared,  lie  received 
the  rudiment-  of  hi-  education  ill  the  district 
schools  of  Augusta  Township  and  had  the  advan- 
tage of  a  year  an  I  a  half  at  the  State  .Normal 
School  at  Ypsilanti:  he  also  graduated  from  Bry- 
: i lit  a  Stratton's  Business  College  at  Detroit,  and 
a-  ma\  easily  he  -ecu.  he  i-  thoroughly  fitted  for 
.- 1 1 1  \  position  in  practical  business  or  Governmental 
affaire  foi  which  his  judgment  shall  prompt  him  to 
become  a  candidate. 

October  25,  1871,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Mi--    Marilla   Warner,  daughter    of   Jefferson  and 
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Susan  Warner,  whose  parents  were  early  settlers  ill 
this  county.  The  original  of  our  sketch  is  now 
the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well- 
improved  land.  The  home  has  received  additions, 
and  many  modem  comforts  and  conveniences 
have  been  added  to  its  roominess.  He  is  the  father 
of  two  children.  For  four  years  he  served  as  Clerk 
of  Augusta  Township,  being  first  elected  as  Su- 
pervisor of  the  township  in  1879,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  years  1885-90,  he  has  been  an  in- 
cumbent of  that  position  ever  since. 

Socially  Mr.  Dansingburg  is  united  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  of  Ypsilanti. 
In  politics  he  cast  the  weight  of  his  vote  and  in- 
fluence with    the    Republican    party. 


<«,  IjfclLLARD  B.  SMITH,  M.  D.  Prominent  in 
\/iJ/i     *ne  professional    world    of  Ann    Arbor    is 

\y\{/  the  name  of  Dr.  Smith,  whose  services  to 
humanity  are  worthy  of  record  in  this  volume. 
He  was  born  in  Orleans  County.  X.  V..  March  7. 
1838  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Dr.  Kansoni  S.  and 
Frnih  B.  (  Burroughs)  Smith.  The  father  was  born 
in  Connecticut  and  the  mother  in  Eastern  New 
York,  and  the  former  practiced  medicine  for  a 
number  of  years  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y., coming 
to  Ann  Arbor  in  1858,  and  living  here  a  retired 
life  until  his  death  which  took  place  in  duly.  l*7<i. 
The  mother  had  died  before  the  family  emigrated 
to  the  Wot  and  she  left  three  children,  only  two 
now  living.  Willard  IS.  was  only  two  years  of 
age  when  his  mother  died.  I'p  to  his  twentieth 
year  our  subject  remained  in  his  native  county, 
ami  then  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ann  Arbor, 
where  he  entered  the  High  School  anil  here  pre- 
pared for  college,  taking  his  diploma  from  that  in- 
stitution in  the  medical  department  in  1861,  after 
which  he  commenced  practice  in  Ann  Arbor. 

The  patriotic  impulses  as  well  as  the  professional 
pride  of  our  subject  led  him  to  take  up  work  for 
his  country  in  its  hour  of  peril,  and  in  1*112  he 
was  commissioned  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  First 
Regiment,  Michigan  Engineers  and  .Mechanics  and 


was  senl  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  where  he 
was  enabled  to  render  valuable  service  before  being 

taken     ill     in    consequence    of    which    he     was    sent 
home. 

Upon  recovering  his  health  the  young  Doctor 
was  again  senl  out  to  Virginia  and  was  stationed 
in  front  of  Petersburg  and  Fortress  .Monroe,  re- 
maining then'  until  he  received  his  honorable 
discharge.  Upon  returning  to  Ann  Arbor  he  re- 
sumed the  practice  which  he  had  dropped  and  has 
continued  in  building  it  up  until  the  present  time. 
and  he  can  truthfully  be  said  to  enjoy  the  con- 
fidence of  the  patrons  and  to  have  in  his  hands  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice.  His  property  is  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  and  more  than  most  men  of 
his  profession  he  has  accumulated  wealth. 

The  happy  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss 
Sarah  F.  North,  daughter  of  Linas  North,  took 
place  November  11.  1863,  and  the  result  of  that 
union  is  one  daughter.  Emily  I...  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  11.  .1.  Boutwella  promising  young  attorney 
of  Ann  Arbor.  The  citizens  of  this  city  have  re- 
peatedly placed  the  Doctor  in  offices  of  responsi- 
bility, ch icf  among  which  is  the  mayoralty  which 
he  filled  for  three  terms.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Medical  Society  and  a  Mason,  having  at- 
tained the  degree  of  Knight  Templar.  lie  is  a 
stockholder  and  a  Director  in  the  Ann  Arbor  Sav- 
ings Lank  of  which  his  father  was  one  of  the 
original  organizers.  The  Agricultural  Society  made 
him  its  Treasurer  for  one  year,  and  he  helped  to 
organize  the  Butter  and  Cheese  Company  and  was 
made  its  Secretary  anil  Treasurer.  He  owns  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  Texas  and  also  in  Iowa,  besidesan 
interest  in  coal  mines  near Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

The  .Medical  Societies  of  both  Washtenaw 
County  and  the  State  of  Michigan  count  him 
among  their  active  members,  lie  is  a  Republican 
in  his  political  views  but  has  little  time  to  devote 
to  active  politics.  Dr.  Smith  was  one  of  the  men 
who  promoted  the  movement  to  organize  a  Board 
of  Pension  Examiners  and  he  made  two  trips  to 
Washington,  I).  C,  at  hi>  own  expense,  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  cause,  and  on  the  organ izati if  the 

Board  he  was  made  its  President,  which  position 
he  held  until  under  the  Cleveland  administration 
he  was  relieved  of  his  responsible  position  because 
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lie  was  regarded  as  "an  offensive  partisan."  The 
residence  of  Dr.  Smith  is  situated  at  X<>.  II  East 
Huron  Streel  and  within  its  walls  is  to  be  found 
true  happiness  and  harmony  . 


• 
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PANIEL  BUSHNELL  GREENE,  the  oldesl 
attorney  of  Ypsilanti,  located  in  this  place 
in  1850,  and  has  secured  a  satisfactory  de- 
gree of  worldly  success  by  reason  of  his  personal 
traits  and  the  exercise  of  unmistakable  business 
ability.  [lis  natural  a<  umen,  added  to  the  thorough 
education  he  received  in  youth,  makes  him  judi- 
cious in  law,  and  his  desire  to  reach  the  highesl 
possible  posil  ion  keeps  him  ever  on  the  alert  to  add 
to  hi*  knowledge  by  observation  and  study.  For 
more  than  forty  years  he  lias  been  a  prominent 
member  of  the  bar  in  this  city  and  is  a  man  of 
studious  habits,  intelligence  and  upright  character. 
Born  August  17.  1817,  Mr.  Greene  is  a  native  of 
Northfield,  Washington  County.  N't.,  and  is  a  son 
iif  Nathan  and  Julia  (Strong)  Greene.  His  ances- 
tors originally  came  from  England  about  1640  and 
settling  in  New  England,  became  well  known  as 
the  Greene's  of  Quidnessit,  on  the  border  between 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  where  they  resided 
for  many  years.  John  Greene,  the  founder  of  the 
family,    was  born    there,  and  in   that   vicinity  the 

father  of 'subject  Brst  saw  the  lighl  of  day.    The 

mother  of  our  subject  resided  in  Lebanon,  Conn,, 
and  belonged  to  an  old  family  of  that  state,  being 
a  descendant  of  John  Strong,  who  came  t « >  America 
in    1630. 

In  1836  the  father  of  our  subject  who  followed 
the  avocation  of  a  farmer,  came  to  Michigan  with 
In-  family  and  located  in  Bridgewater,  in  the 
southern  part  of  this  county.  He  became  one  of 
the  earliesl  settlers  of  ibis  section,  locating  on  a 
farm  which  had  been  partially  improved  and  mak- 
ing it  In-  home  until    his  death.     As  a  pioneer,  his 

name  is  indissolul ily  associated  with  the  develop- 
ment of  this  county  and  his  memory  is  revered  by 
all  who  love  their  country  and  glory  in  it*  pro- 
gress.    Nathan  Greene  was  very  active  in  pr< t- 


ing  the  welfare  of  the  Presbyterian  (  Lurch,  to 
which  lie  belonged,and  his  life  of  self-sacrifice  and 
uprightness  honored  hi-  profession  of  Christianity, 
His  eyes  closed  upon  the  scenes  of  earth  March  31, 
1856;  his  wife  survived  him  until  October  17.  1869, 
wlien  she  inn  entered  into  her  final  rest. 

The  parental  family  comprised  live  children, 
three  of  whom  survive.  Shubael  1>.  is  located  in 
Lansing,  and  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Wieeks  resides  in  New- 
ark. X.  . I.  Our  subjeel  passed  his  youth  in  the 
East  where  he  received  a  grammar  education;  the 
good  foundation  which  he  had  thus  laid  he  further 
added  to  by  becoming  a  student  in  the  Tecumseh 
Branch  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  where  la- 
took  the  higher  studies.  Soon  after  completing 
his  education  he  commenced  to  leach  and  a-  the 
branch  school  was  withdrawn,  he  started  a  private 
school  ami  while  teaching  there,  studied  law.  lie 
read  mainly  with  ('.  A.  Stacey,  who  wa-  Probate 
Judge  of  Lenawee  County  at  that  time.  About 
1848  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  liar  of  the 
state  of  Michigan,  at  Adrian  and  located  for  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Tccuinscli. 

After  remaining  in  Tecumseh  one  year  .Mr. 
Greene  removed  hither  and  has  been  a  lawyer  here 
since  1850.  From  1851  until  1856  he  was  associa- 
ted in  partnership  with  the  lion.  EliaS  M.  Skinner, 
and  afterward  was  for  one  year  the  partner  of 
Amos  C.  Blodgett.  since  that  time  he  has  prac- 
ticed alone.  A-  would  naturally  lie  imagined  of  a 
man  of  his  ability,  he  has  been  frequently  called 
upon  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  (ill  positions  of  trusl 
and  responsibility  and  has  always  discharged  the 
duties  devolving  upon  him  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  Ins  constituent-.  However  he 
ha-  never  been  an  office  seeker,  and  the  positions 
he  has  held  have  only  been  accepted  with  reluc- 
tance. He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  when 
the  city  was  incorporated  in  1858;  be  was  also  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  in  May.  1864,  by  President 
Line. .In.  and  held  this  position  until  he  resigned 
in    July.    1871.      Since    1885    he    ha-    Keen    County 

Cjent  of  the  State  Board  of  Correction  and  Char- 
ities, although  he   e.i\es  his  main  attention  to  the 

practice  of  law. 

The  culture  and  estimable  character  of  Miss  Al- 
inira  1..  Mills,  who  was  born   in  Groveland,  N.  Y.. 
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September  2,  L822,  won  the  regard  of  Mr.  Greene, 
which  being  reciprocated,  they  wen  united  in  mar- 
riage April  :.'.  1845.  Mrs.  Greene  was  the  daughter 
of  Maj.  Philo  Mills,  of  the  town  of  franklin  and 
became  the  mother  of  three  suns — Arthur  M.,  now 
:i  resident  of  Chicago;  Wilmer  D.,  who  makes  his 
home  in  Kansas  City,  and  Edward,  of  this  city. 
The  sons  are  holding  honorable  positions  in  life 
and  by  their  useful  careers  are  reflecting  credit 
upon  their  early  training.  Mr.  Greene  is  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  office 
which  he  lias  enjoyed  as  much  as  any  ever  held,  is 
that  of  Rider  in  which  capacity  he  has  sewed  since 
March.  1852.  His  wife,  who  was  also  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  passed  from 
earth  July  6,  L889,  leaving  her  husband  to  mourn 
the  hiss  of  one  who  had  ever  been  to  him  a  loving 
helpmate  and  wise  counselor. 


♦gfgf 


ENRY  C.  GREGORY.  We  do  not  measure 
1  a  man's  life  by  years  but  by  intensity.  If 
*,/  we  measure  the  life  of  Mr.  Gregory  by  the 
work  he  has  accomplished  then  he  was  the 
most  venerable  of  men.  although  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  less  than  forty-two  years  years  of  age. 
As  an  influential  citizen  of  the  thriving  town  of 
Dexter  and  one  who  contributed  greatly  to  its 
growth,  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  present  the  main 
facts  of  his  life  to  our  readers.  A  native  of  tin 
Wolverine  state,  he  was  horn  in  Scio  Township, 
this  county.  April  20,  1848,  and  passed  from  the 
busy   scenes  of  earth    April    II.    1890,  a1    his  home  ill 

Dexter. 

Ths  father  of  our  subject  is  C.  S.  Gregory,  whose 
portrait  accompanies  this  sketch  and  who  is  Presi- 
dent of  the  banking  bouse  of  C.S.Gregory  &  Son. 
lb'  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  limn  of 
parents  whose  native  home  was  in  Connecticut, 
and  descended  from  Scotch  stock.  His  early  train- 
ing was  received  on  a  farm  and  after  completing 

the  course  of  study  in  the  district  school,  he  was  a 
pupil  in  an  academj  for  one  term.  In  his  early 
ma  n hood  he  was  married,  eh oosi  ng  as  his  wife  Miss 


Margaret  Vannest  who.  like  himself,  was  horn  in 
New  York.  The  young  couple  had  little  capital 
and  rented  a  farm,  which  Mr.  Gregory  worked 
upon  shares  for  three  years.  With  the  proceeds 
of  his  labor  he  bought  a  ipiartcr-sect  ion  of  land  in 
Howell,  Livingston  County,  lie  has  been  greatly 
prospered  financially  and  is  now  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  C.  S.  Gregory  &  Sons,  bankers;  he  is 
probably  the  wealthiest  man  in  Dexter. 

Throughout  life  C.S.Gregory  has  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party  and  has  held  various  offices 
of  trust  and  responsibility,  lie  has  been  Super- 
visor of  SciO  Township  four  years.  For  twenty 
years  he  was  Trustee  of  Dexter  High  School  and 
was  chairman  of  the  building  committee  when  the 
new  schoolhonse  was  erected.  His  fellow-citizens 
honored  him  by  electing  him  to  the  Michigan  Leg- 
islature, and  he  represented  his  constituents  for  two 
regular  and  two  special  terms.  He  was  also  Presi- 
dent of  the  corporation  of  Dexter  for  five  years, 
anil  by  his  energy  and  ability  has  contributed 
greatly  to  the  growth  of  this  thriving  place. 

In  his  boyhood  Henry  C.  0  regory  en  joyed  excel- 
lent opportunities  for  education  and  completed  his 
studies  in  the  High  School  at  Dexter.  Beginning 
his  business  career  as  clerk  for  Mr.  Costello  in  Dex- 
ter at  the  age  of  nineteen,  hi'  became  connected 
with  him  in  business  under  the  linn  name  of  Cos- 
tello  A  Gregory.  He  thus  continued  until  1876, 
and  after  thirteen  years  passed  in  the  same  store  as 
clerk  and  proprietor  he  embarked  in  the  banking 
business  with  his  father  under  the  name  of  C.  S. 
Gregory  A-  Sou.  He  took  the  position  of  cashier 
and  thus  continued  until  his  death.  In  connection 
with  this  line  of  work  he  often  engaged  in  buying 
and  shippingwool,  poultry,  etc..  and  also  carried  on 
the  leading  insurance  business  of  the  town,  lie 
had  excellent  business  capabilities  and  his  loss  to 
the  business  interests  of  the  town  is  a  real  one. 

The  residence  of  the  family  which  stands  near 
the  center  of  the  town  was  built  under  his  super- 
vision in  1885  and  is  one  of  the  neatest  homes  in 
Dexter.  Mr.  Gregory  was  married  September  17, 
1874  to  Joannah,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Abbie 
(Wood)  Locksmith,  who  came  from  Plattsblirg, 
X.  Y..  in  1868.  .Mr.  Locksmith  was  a  miller  by  trade 
and    came  West    on    account   of   his  health,  hoping 
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that  the  climate  here  would  better  agree  with  him, 
Imi  in  this  he  was  disappointed  as  he  died  during 
the  first  year  of  hi-  residence  here.  Mrs.  Lock- 
smith resides  with  Mrs.  Gregory,  and  the  two  be- 
reaved widow-  make  for  t  ■ .- 1  ( - 1 1  other  a  congenial 
home. 

Mrs.  Gregory  was  bora  in  Millport,  Chemung 
County,  N.  V.,  July  II.  1847.  I'm-  nearly  two 
years  before  her  marriage  she  was  the  popular 
clerk  in  the  Dexter  post-office  under  Postmaster 
J.T.  Honey,  she  is  an  earnest  and  active  member 
hi'  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  body  her  hus- 
band was  a  supporter.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  being  Sec- 
retary of  the  local  society.  His  political  views 
made  him  a  Democrat  and  throughout  bis  life  lie 
was  active  in  the  upbuilding  of  thai  party. 


jyiCTOR  C.  VAUGHAN,  M.  I).  Tin- able  pro- 
fessor of  Hygiene  ami  Physiological  Chem- 
istry, and  Director  of  the  Hygienic  Labora- 
tory in  the  University  of  Michigan,  is  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  beads  this  sketch,  lie  was  born 
in  Randolph  County,  Mo.,  October  27.  1851,  and 
i-  the  -mi  of  John  ami  Addie  (  Dameron  )  Vaughan. 
The  former  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  tin1 
lai irr  nt'  .Missouri.  The  Vaughans  ami  Damerons 
were  of  English  ami  French  extraction  respectively- 
As  a  lad  our  subject  received  instruction  as  was 
common  in  the  South  from  a  private  tutor  until 
sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  Central 
College  ai  Fayette,  Mo.,  where  be  remained  one 
year,  going  fr thai  institution  to  Mount  Pleas- 
ant College  at  Huntsville,  Mo.,  from  which  be  grad- 
uated in  1*72.  After  finishing  his  course  be  took 
a  professorship  in  the  last  named  institution  a-  a 
teacher  oi  Latin  and  held  i  i i < -  j ><  >~ i  i  i <  n i  fur  two  years 

at    the  expiration   Of   which   time  he  entered   the    Lit. 

erari  Department  of  the  I  uiversity  of  Michigan 
taking  the  Master's  degree  in  1875, and  the  follow- 
ing year  adding  the  title  of  Doctor  of  Philos- 
ophy. 

In  1876  he  entered    the   Medical   Department  of 


the  Michigan  University  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1*7*.  since  which  time  be  ha-  built  up  a  large 
and  lucrative  practice  in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor. 
In  1876  lie  was  given  charge  of  the  Department  of 
Physiological  Chemistry  in  the  University  and  in 
is^T  was  made  Director  of  the  Hygienic  Labra- 
tory  and  professor  "i  Hygiene  and  Physiological 
Chemistry.  Dr.  Vaughan  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  medical  profession  with  an  extended  reputa- 
tion, owing  in  part  in  hi-  di-en\'er\ .  in  L885  of 
tyro-toxicon,  or  cheese    poison    and    subsequently 

(if  the  same  poison  in   milk  and   ice-cream. 

August  Hi.  1*77.  Dr.  Vaughan  was  united  in 
marriage  to  .Mis-  Dura  Taylor  of  Huntsville,  Mo., 
a  daughter  of  *■.  VV.  Taylor,  Esq.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Vaughan  are  the  parent-  "I  four  -on-,  all  of  whom 
are  living.  They  are  by  name.  Victor  I'..  Jr.,  John 
Walter.  Herbert  and  Henry.  Our  subject  has  an 
elegant  residence,  constructed  of  brick  trimmed  with 

-tune  and  built  in  modern  style.  Ineated  at  No.  1"). 
South  State  Street.       lie  has  a    line  private    library, 

which  contains  the  best  works  upon  the  latest  dis- 
coveries of  science  and  also  a  choice  collection    of 
the  finest  literary  production-. 
The  Doctor  i-  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party- 

He   ea-t  his     first     Presidential     vote     for       Charles 

O'Connor  in  1*72.  lie  is  an  honorary  member  of 
various  college  societies  and  a  member  of  the  Ger- 
man (  hemical  Society  of  Berlin  and  is  a  foreign 
member  of  the  French  Society  of  Hygiene  ami  a 
member  of  the  State  Hoard  of  Health  and  has  held 
various  municipal  offlcesin  Ann  Arbor. 


-*-^^>*<< 
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()N.  AARON  CH1LDS.  For  many  years 
th.  gentleman  whose  name  i-  given  above 
stood  at  tin  head  of  social  and  financial 
affairs  in  Augusta  Town-hip.  Washtenaw 
County,  lie  was  regarded  a-  the  most  enterprising 
pioneer  of  t hi-  district  and  it  gives  us  greal  pleasure 

to  chronicle  here  the  events  that  mark  his  life  a-  one 

of  usefulness,  making    it  a  memorial  of  the  virtues 
of  a  man,  who  while  living,   was   always  generous 

in   conceding  to  other-  tin-  full    value    of    their    ad- 
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vantages  and  characteristics.  He  was  a  native  of 
New  Hampshire,  there  born  in  L806,  his  natal  day 
being  December  1.  He  was  a  son  of  Josiah  and 
Abigail  (Ward)  Childs,  and  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  State. 

Until  sixteen  years  of  age  our  subjecl  remained 
on  a  farm,  lending  sucli  assistance  as  his  time  taken 
from  his  studies  would  allow,  to  his  father  in 
cultivating  the  home  place.  A1  the  age  above 
mentioned  lie  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  n  cloth- 
dresser,  entering  a  woolen  factory,  and  he  was  em- 
ployed in  different  capacities  in  these  factories  for 
a  number  of  years.  In  education  he  received  the 
best  that  the  district  school-  of  New  Hampshire 
offered  al  thai  tune,  and  then  as  now  the  Eastern 
stales  were  celebrated  for  the  educational  advant- 
ages its  youth  enjoyed,  lie  was  naturally  of  a 
studious  inclination  and  independently  of  his 
scholastic  work  in  the  school-room  and  under  the 
tuteilage  of  masters,  he  became  a  well-informed 
young  man. 

April  9,  1832,  he  entered  into  the  marital  rela- 
tion with  Hannah  F.  Bemis,  who  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, July  '.».  1814.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Jona- 
than and  Lavina  (Greenwood)  Bemis,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  New  Hampshire.  After 
their  daughter  was  settled  ill  life  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bemis  moved  to  Vermont  and  there  died.  Mrs. 
Childs'  paternal  grandfather,  .lames  Bemis,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Re\  olutionary  War.  having  received 
his  commission  as  Lieutenant.  lb- bore  away  from 
the  field  of  Lexington  an   honorable  badge  of  his 

loyalty  in  the  shape  of  a  wound. 

Mrs.  Childs  was  educated  at  Wyndhain.  Vt.  and 
was  an  accomplished  and  capable  young  lady.  To 
the  wedded  couple  came  nine  children.  They  arc 
Col.  Jonathan  W.  Childs,  Lewi-  E.,  Lavina  L.. 
William  K..  Eugene  M.,Alma  C, Ellen  A..  Hannah 
and  Elvira.  The  first  named  was  long  a  resident 
of  Washington,  D.  C,  being  employed  in  the  Land 
( illice  department.  He  enlisted  as  .Major  and  was 
afterward  made  Colonel  of  the  Fourth  Regiment 
of  Michigan.  Lewis  E.,  deceased, was  a  captain  of 
:i  company  in  the  Eleventh  Michigan  Infantry. 
He  was  wounded  in  Chickamauga  and  suffered 
from  his  wound  a  number  of  year-,  finally  dying 
from  its  effects.     Lavina  L.  is  the  wife  of   Robert 


Campbell,  of  Ann  Arbor;  William  K.  was  a  private 
in  the  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry;  he  is  now  residing 
in  Ann  Arbor.  Eugene  M.  lives  on  the  home 
farm;  Alma  C.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Normal  School 
al  YTpsilanti  and  now  a  public  school  teacher;  Ellen 
is  deceased  as  are  also  Hannah  and  Elvira. 

In  1K4:}  Mr.  Childs  and  his  family  emigrated  to 
Michigan,  coming  hither  by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal 
and  lakes  to  Monroe,  lie  settled  on  the  farm 
which  his  widow  now  occupies,  it  being  located  on 
section  15.  lie  settled  practically  in  the  woods, 
there  being  a  log  house  on  the  place  at  the  time  of 
his  purchase.  He  cleared  a  few  acre-  and  he  and 
his  wife  endeavored  to  make  the  best  of  circum- 
stances in  those  pioneer  days.  lie  was  all  his  life 
a  hard  worker  and  made  a  line  beginning  upon  the 
farm  which  his  widow  now  occupies,  in  putting  it 
in  (irst-class  order.  He  was  well-known  through- 
out the  country  as  an  honest,  intelligent  and  ener- 
getic business  man.  (  hi  first  coming  here  he  was 
greatly  hampered  by  sickness  in  his  family,  that 
dread  enemy  of  the  early  settlers  laying  hold  upon 
one  member  after  another  and  each  shivering  in 
turn  with  chills  and  fever.  In  the  early  part  of 
his  career  he  was  appointed  Township  Clerk  of 
Augusta  Township  and  the  first  town  meeting  was 
held  in  the  log  house  which  was  the  first  residence 
of  the  family.  At  that  time  he  was  chosen  Clerk 
and  assisted  in  organizing  the  township.  For 
fifteen  years  he  also  served  as  Supervisor  and  per- 
formed the  duties  incident  to  that  office  with  great 
credit,  lie  was  a  strong  advocate  for  advance- 
ment and  improvement  in  schools,  believing  that 
economy  in  that  particular  was  often  most  deteri- 
mental  to  a  locality.  He  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  our 
subject  served  as  Steward  in  the  body  of  which  he 
was  a  member  for  son  e  years. 

Politically  our  subject  was  a  Democrat,  believing 
in  the  divine  right  of  the  individual  and  State. 
For  one  term  he  served  in  the  Lower  House  of  the 
State  Legislature,  having  been  elected  to  that  body 
in  1870.  Successful  in  his  business  ventures,  on 
our  subject's  decease,  which  took  place  March  26, 
1882,  he  left  his  family  and  widow  well  provided 
for.     He  was  a  man  of  greal  strength  of  character 

ami   his  principles  were  of  the  purest  nature.      Mrs. 
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Childs  still  resides  on  the  home  farm  and  has  t In- 
distinction  of  being  one  of  the  oldesl  women  who 
came  as  a  pioneer  to  this  district.  She  is  an 
lionored  member  of  society.  Identified  in  church 
matters  with  the  Congregational  Church,  she  Ikis 
been  one  of  the  most  ardent  of  workers  in  Hint 
liodj . 

In  the  death  of  our  subject,  Augusta  Township 
lost  one  of  lier  most  honored  citizens.  Asa  Re 
presentative  in  the  State  Legislature  and  in  filling 
the  various  official  positions  to  which  be  was 
elected  by  the  people,  lie  gave  eminent  satisfaction, 
giving  a  heedful  ear  to  the  advice  of  the  wise  and 
being  impervious  to  corruption  and  bribes.  Repre- 
sentative Childs  was  m  brother  of  the  Hon.  J. 
Webster  Childs  and  the  venerable  octogenarian, 
Josiah  Childs,  the  latter  being  a  typical  representa- 
tive of  pioneer  life  in  Michigan. 


v  *— *=+ 
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&HOMAS  S.  SEARS.  This  representative 
farmer  of  Lima  Township,  comes  from  good 
old  NVw  England  sti  >ek  as  his  father  Thomas 
Sears.  Si\,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  in 
early  days  removed  to  New  York  and  in  183.2 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Lima 
Township  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  bis 
days  his  death  occurring  in  1839. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  to  Sophia 
James,  a  native  of  Goshen,  .Mass..  and  to  them 
were  bora  ten  children.  The  father  was  a  physi- 
cian and  practiced  in  New  York  for  a  number  of 
years,  lli  continued  his  practice  alter  coming  ti> 
Michigan,  and  also  devoted  himself  t"  the  culture 
of  his  line  farm  of  two  hundred  acres.  The  Pres- 
byterian Chinch  was  the  religious  body  with 
which  lie  and  his  wife  were  identified.  Dr.  Scars 
was  thus  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county. 

Thomas  S.  Seal's  was  horn  in  October,  1826,  in 
(  , ii ii in i a. a  (  ounty,  N.  Y..  ami  at  the  age  of  eleven 
came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents.  Two  years 
later  as  we  have  noted  hi-  father  was  called  to 
close   his  earthly    career  and   themother  and  son 


continued  to  reside  upon  the  farm  together.  Ili- 
brother,  C.  W.  Sears  "ho  i-  about  ten  years  the 
senior  of  our  subject,  graduated  at  the  West  Poinl 
Military  Academj  and  was  in  the  United  states 
service  during  the  Florida  War.  being  first  a  Lieut- 
enant and  afterwards  a  <  aptain  in  the  regular 
army.  He  afterward  took  a  professorship  at  New 
Orleans  where   he  resided   for  a  number  of   years 

and  subsequently  was  a  profe at  Oxford,  Mi--.. 

for  quite  a  long  period  and   died  in   1891,  leaving 

a   wife  and  live  children. 

Our  subject  remained  upon  the  farm  with  his 
mother  and  continued  her  companion  and  main- 
stay until  her  death  which  took  place  in  January, 
1879.  Mr.  Sear-  was  married  in  1888  in  Lima 
Town-hip.  to  Anna  (  ongdon.  a  daughter  of  Char- 
les Congdon,  a  native  of  Connecticut  who  was  a 
settler  in  Chelsea,  Mich.,  where  he  died  in  1883. 
Mr.  Congdon  came  to  Michigan  in  1856.  Mr. 
Sears  now  owns  four  hundred  and  eighty  acre-  of 
excellent  land  in  Lima  Township,  and  this  land  he 
ha-  himself  broughl  from  a  state  of  an  unbroken 
forest  to  its  present  richly  cultivated  condition. 
Important  and  substantial  impiw  ements  have  been 
placed  by  him  uj this  farm.  He  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  (  belsea  Savings  Lank  since  its 
organization.  *He  is  a  general  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  and  one  of  the  most  prosperous  men  in  his 
township. 


"=] 
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JEFFERSON  GIBSON.  Ajnong  the  pho- 
tographers of  Ann  Ari'or.  the  gentleman 
who  i-  the  subject  of  this  sketch  hold-  a 
prominent  position  as  a  leading  member  of 
the  profession.  His  place  of  business  is  at  No  12 
We.-l  Union  Street.  Mr.  Gibson  WOS  horn  ill  Lon- 
don.   Canada.    Aiiioi-t    18,     1851,  and   IS    the   -I'll    of 

John  and  Elizabeth  (Comstock)  Gibson,  his  father 

being  a   native   of  Canada    and  his   mother  of    \i  » 

York  State.     Mr.  Gibson,  Sr.,  was  a  manufacture; 
of  steel  mill  pick-,  and  also  a  general  blacksmith." 
Our  subject   is  the  eldest  of  three  brothers  and 
\  ed  a  liberal  education  at  st.  Man  '-  school  in 
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the  town  of  St.  Mary's.  Canada.  Immediate!} 
after  leaving  school  he  commenced  his  career  as  a 
photographer  at  St.  .Mary's,  a  beginning  which  has 
since  developed  into  such  large  proportions. 
After  remaining  eighteen  months  in  St.  Mary's  he 
removed  to  Bay  City,  where  he  conducted  a  suc- 
cessful business  in  photography  and  all  its  branches 
for  eight  year-.  Justly  thinking  that  Ann  Arbor 
would  afford  a  wider  field  for  him  to  extend  his 
business  hi'  concluded  to  move  there  in  L883  and 
al  that  time  formed  a  partnership  with  E.  B.  Lewis 
under  the  firm  name  of  Lewis  &  Gibson.  This 
partnership  continued  for  two  years  when  he  pur- 
chased Mr.  Lewis'  interests  and  still  continues  at 
the  old  stand. 

Mr.  Gibson  is  a  live  man  and  progressive,  keep- 
ing everything  in  his  line  up  to  the  highest 
standard  without  limiting  himself  to  any  particular 
branch.  Everything  from  a  small  photo  to  a  life- 
sized  picture  receives  equal  attention  in  his  estab- 
lishment, lie  also  makes  a  specialty  of  crayon 
work  and  enlarging  pictures.  Not  content  with 
the  large  business  he  does  at  Ann  Arbor,  he  runs 
several  branch  galleries  in  different  parts  of  the 
State.  Mr.  Gibson  was  married  in  1889  to  .Miss 
May  Clark,  daughter  of  John  II.  Clark,  of  Ypsi- 
lanti.  Mrs.  Gibson  is  an  artist  herself  having 
given  her  whole  attention  to  the  photograph  busi- 
ness  for  three  year-  previous  to  her  marriage  and 
was  Mr.  Gibson's  partner  previous  to  that  time. 


VJ 


AMES  B.  LORD  is  a  venerable  and  esteemed 

septuagenarian  citizen  of  Augusta  Town- 
ship. He  is  a  native  of  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  horn  May  24,  1820.  He  is  a 
sim  of  Andrew  and  Saloma  (Tenney)  Lord.  His 
father  and  mother  were  both  natives  of  New  Eng- 
land and  his  ancestors  were  of  English  origin  on 
both  sides  of  the  family.  Mr.  Lord  is  the  second 
cldesl  son  in  his  father's  family  and  resided  in  the 
Empire  Slate  until  1836,  when  witli  his  parents  hi' 
emigrated  to  Michigan.  They  made  their  home 
for   several    years    In    Oakland    Count}    and    there 


Andrew  Lord  died,  after  which  sad  event  our  sub- 
ject with  his  mother  and  other  members  of  the 
family  removed  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  there  resided 
for  several  years,  the  decease  of  the  mother  taking 
place  in  that  city. 

Our  subject's  youth  was  spent  to  a  large  extent 
in  fanning,  although  while  in  Buffalo  and  working 
for  himself,  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
and  after  that  time  he  resumed  his  farming  inter- 
ests. As  a  boy  .lames  Lord  attended  district  and  se- 
lect schools  in  New  York  State,  as  he  did  also  in 
Michigan,  and  in  this  way  received  a  lair  English 
education,  and  for  several  years  after  finishing  his 
own  course  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  Oakland 
County,  this  State.  He  is  a  man  of  remarkable 
memory  and  has  a  large  fund  of  practical  knowl- 
edge at  his  command. 

October  12,  1852,  the  original  of  our  sketch  was 
married  to  Miss  Susan  Trump  who  was  horn  in 
Monroe  County.  N.  V.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  Trump  and  with  her  parents  at  an  early  day 
emigrated,  about  1840,  to  Oakland  County,  where 
they  were  early  settlers.  By  this  union  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  have  become  the  parents  of  ten 
children.  They  are  Ella,  Frank.  Lizzie.  Charles. 
Clara  E.,  Mary  E.,  Andrew  P.,  Herbert,  William 
and  Edwin  .1.  The  eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of 
George  Smith  and  resides  in  Kansas,  as  does  Frank; 
Lucy  is  the  wife  of  George  [veson  and  lives  in 
California,  as  does  Charles;  Clara  F.  is  a  graduate 
of  the  High  School  at  Ypsilanti;  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  Howard  Moore  of  Augusta  Township;  Andrew 
P.  lives  in  the  state  of  Washington;  the  younger 
sons  make  their  home  under  the  paternal  roof. 

Our  subject  came  to  Augusta  Township  in  the 
Tills  and  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  1870  and 
here  has  ever  since  lived.  lie  is  the  owner  of 
eighty  acres  of  land  which  is  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation.      Mr.  Lord  has  filled  various  township 

offices.      lie  has  served  a-  S<-1 1  Inspector  and  has 

done  efficient  work  in  this  capacity.  Politically 
he  favors  the  Prohibition  party.  In  his  Church 
relations  he  is  a  Congregationalist.  Mrs.  Lord, 
who  for  so  many  years  was  Hie  devoted  helpmate 
and  counselor  of  him  of  whom  we  write,  died 
March  15,  1885.  Such  losses  are  irreparable  to  one 
who  is  so  advanced  in  years  as  our  subject,  and  the 
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void  thai  is  left  is  an  aching  one.  Mrs.  Lord  was 
a  devoted  Congregationalisl  and  in  iier  death,  no1 
only  lnT  family  felt  In  r  loss,  bul  she  was  greathj 
missed  by  neighbors  and  acquaintances.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lord  have  been  closely  identified  with  the 
growth  of  the  best  phases  of  society  in  this  Ideal- 
ity. In  connection  with  Ins  fanning  our  subjecl 
carries  on  quite  an  extensive  dairying  business, 
which  he  has  found  tn  be  ven  lucrative. 


^poI'.O  I  ;(.!•:  CHRISTMAS  PAGE.  Material 
I  wealth  must  not  exclude  the  riches  of  char- 

V \    acter  ami  ability   in   our   recountal  of  the 

values  which  have  been  brought  to  this  country  by 
it-  citizen-,  anil  among  its  most  precious  treasures 
must  be  estimated   thelivesof   those  citizens  who 

have  by  their  intelligence    and    their    eminence    ill 

the  higher  walks  of  life,  assisted  in  raising  the 
standard  of  life  and   thought   among  us.     No  one 

has  probably  done  more  in  this  line  than  he  of 
whom  we  now  write.  His  name  is  significant  of 
his  natal  daj  as  he  was  horn  December  25,  1810, al 
Great  Yarmouth.  Norfolk  County,  England,  a 
meat  ship-building  point  and  one  of  the  old  cities 
which  was  formerly  surrounded  by  a  wall. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Page,  was 
married  to  Mary  I'.tiim  and  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade.  Our  subjecl  was  thesecond  in  a  family  of 
live  who  lived  to  maturity,  and  his  eldest  brother, 
William  Philip  Page,  is  now  living  in  London  ai 
the  age  of  eighty-seven.  The  boj  early  learned 
the  tailor'-  trade  at  Greal  Yarmouth, spending  sis 
years  in  his  apprenticeship,  his  brother  being  fore- 
man m  the  same  establishment.  I  pon  the  com- 
pletion of  his  apprenticeship,  <  teorge  came  to  this 
county  in  July,  1830,  and  made  his  lir-t  stopping 
place  at  L'tica,  N.  V..  and  then  moved  on  to  Roch- 
ester, when  he  -pent  one  \ear.  He  had  only 
I  In ve  live-cent  piece- a-  his  capital  when  he  reached 

thai  city,  but  his  industry   and  perseverance   were 

worth  «  than    any  amount   of    c\    which  hi' 

mighl  have  broughl  with  him.   After  a  few   month- 


he  went  to  (  toburg,  <  anada.  ]ea\  inn  hi-  father,  who 

had  also  come  to  this  country,  al  Rochester,  and 
they  soon  both  came  to  Michigan,  reaching  Ann 
Arbor  June  6,  1832. 

The  young  man  secured  work  with  Loren  Mills 
and  remained  with  him  until  September,  excepl  for 

a  short   visit    which    he  made  to   Jackson,  hut    soon 

followed  hi-  father  to  Dexter  as  he  had  already 
come  here;  The  following  spring  he  returned  to 
Ann  Arbor  to  enter  into  a  business  partnership 
with  a  man  named  .Mr.  Kelhy.  lie  had  bought  a 
lot  in  Dexter  and  was  having  a  house  huill  upon 
it  and  upon  the  8th  of  May,  1833,  lie  took  to  him- 
self a  wife.  His  marriage  was  celebrated  at  Walled 
Lake.  ( Oakland  (  ounty .  and  he  then  -pent  one  year 
at  Ann  Arbor  hut  the  following  May  came  to  Dex- 
ter to  occupy  his  own  house. 

Mr.  Page  continued  in  the  tailoring  business  for 
seventeen  years  and  then  as  his  hoy-  were  getting 
large  enough  to  need  more  work  than  a  town  home 
provided,  he  removed  to  a  farm,  less  than  two 
miles  out  of  Dexter  on  the  Ann  Arbor  road,  and 
there  made  his  home  for  seven te<  a  \  car-,  although 
during  all  that  time  he  continued  to  carry  on  his 
business  and  also  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
In  1868  he  removed  hack  to  town,  his  family  then 
being  only  himself  and  wife,  and  he  has  since  acted 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Notary  Public,  etc., having 
filled  the  former  office  from  1841  to  1887,  contin- 
uously, hut  he  now  refuses  further  re-election.  He 
keeps  a  repositoiy  of  many  old  documents  and  his 
knowledge  of  the  business  affairs  of  this  section  of 
the  county  is  extensive  as  he  ha-  served  a-  Ad- 
ministrator of  man}  estates  and  as  Receiver  for  a 

number    of    linns,   one   of   the   st    important    of 

which   was    that    of  Tyler  &     Piatt,  who   diil  an  ex- 

tensive  mercantile  business  in  Dexter. 

Mr.  Page  has  a  remarkable  record  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  a  Justice  as  he  devoted 
himself  with  great  discernment,  shrewdness  and  de- 
votion to  the  subject  of  law,  making  a  thorough 
study  of  the  statute- and  of  legal  principles  and 
nly  read  on  general  law  and  familiar 
with  special  pleadings.  His  practice  for  many 
years  embraced  a  number  of  important  civil  ami 
criminal  cases  and  he  has  had  all  of  the  prominent 
attorneys  of  this  pari  of  the  State  appear   liefore 
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him.  Not  one  of  his  decisions  lias  ever  been  re- 
versed by  a  superior  court,  and  hundreds  of  neigh- 
borly disputes  have  been  settled  by  him  withoul 
trial,  upon  a  mere  statement  of  the  case  by  the 
party,  and  he  is  noted  for  his  discreet  and  judi- 
cious rulings  in  court.  He  is  now  serving  his 
fourth  term  as  Notary  Public  but  is  gradually 
dropping  out  of  that  branch  of  work. 

Mr.  Page  has  never  been  an  active  politician 
although  he  has  frequently  been  sent  as  a  delegate 
to  important  conventions,  lie  was  at  first  in  al- 
liance with  the  Democratic  party,  but  since  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  parly  he  has  stood 
with  that  body.  His  father  died  September  1, 
1867.  The  wife  of  our  subject  whose  maiden 
name  was  Ann  Brown,  was  born  in  his  native  town. 
April  13.  1814,  and  died  November  28,  L889,  hav- 
ing been  a  devout  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
since  1835. 

The  children  who  have  been  granted  to  oursub- 
ject  are:  "William  B.  (deceased  in  infancy).  Sara 
Ward,James  liond. William  Benjamin. James  Bond, 
(2nd), Mary  Matilda,  George  Christmas,  and  Jabez 
Bunn.Sara  Ward  was  tie' widow  of  Caleb  Andrews, 
who  was  a  farmer  in  Ingham  County  but  died  a1 
Dexter  in  1890.  Mrs.  Andrews  is  living  with  her 
father  and  her  two  children — <  teorge  1*.  and  Lula  re- 
side in  Ingham  County.  The  second  son  died  in 
infancv.and  William  Benjamin  who  wasa  soldier  in 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion  died  in  the  hospital  at 
Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  August  13,  1862.  He  was  a 
member  of  Company  I).  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry, 
in  which  he  enlisted  October  11.  1861.  He  was 
buried  in  Tennessee  at  the  age  of  twenty  years. 
James  Bond  Page  lives  in  Guide  Rock,  Neb.,  and 
George  Christmas  in  Lima  Township.  Jabez  Bunn 
was  killed  when  only  three  years  old  by  an  acci- 
dent upon  the  farm,  and  Mary  Matilda,  who  lie- 
came    the    wife    of    .1.     I '>.      I.ainphere.     of     Webster 

Township,  died  March  16,  1883,  when  thirty-eight 

years  i  lid. 

A  fuller  sketch    of  the  life    history  of  the    eldest 

daughter  of  this  family  will  he  of  interest   to  our 
readers.   Sarah  Ward  Page  was  bom  June   Ml.  I<s:it'>. 
and     was    married    to   Caleb    Andrews    Octobei      (I. 
lK.r>7.      Her  husband  was  horn   in   Yarmouth.  N.  S. 
and  came   to    Washtenaw  County  about   the    year 


1852,  whence  he  removed  to  Ingham  Count}  in 
1H72.  where  he  had  a  farm  six  miles  east  of  Mason. 
Mrs.  Andrews  came  home  to  reside  with  her  father 
before  her  mother 's  death,  as  her  husband  had  died 
from  an  attack  of  la  grippe.  Her  son  George  car- 
ries on  the  old  farm  in  Ingham  County,  and  the 
daughter  Lula  is  the  wife  of  Miles  Warfle,  a  mer- 
chant  ofDansville.  Mr.  Andrews  was  engaged  in 
an  extensive  business  as  a  stock-dealer,  raiser  and 
shipper  and  made  Buffalo  his  chief  shipping  point. 
lie  was  also  greatly  interested  in  raising  thorough- 
bred Short-horn  cattle  and  was  well-known  among 
stockmen.  Mr.  Page  has  been  a  member  of  the 
church  for  fifty  years  and  has  served  as  clerk  of 
that  body  for  the  same  length  of  time. 


ILLIAM   .1.    MILLER,  City   Clerk   of    Ann 
Arbor,  was  horn  in  this  city.  September  7. 
\V^/       1S,"iS.      He  is  the  eldest  son  of  George  and 
Dorethea  (Katz)  Miller,  both  natives  of  Germany, 

where  the  father  was  horn  in  i  [esse-]  tannstadt 
and  the  mother  in  Wurtembcrg.  It  was  m  1  85  I 
when  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  arriv- 
ing in  New  York  City  and  thence  proceeding  at 
once  to  the  promised  land  of  Michigan,  of  which 
they  had  heard  in  the  old  country.  Here  the 
father  established  himself  in  Ann  Arbor  and  began 
manufacturing  and  dealing  in  wood  pumps,  in 
which  he  was  associated  with  his  father.  Christian 
Miller,  who  lived  until  1889.  After  this  ( teorge  Mil- 
ler took  his  son  William  into  partnership  with  him 
under  the  firm  name  of  Miller  A-  Son  and  they 
have  since  continued  the  manufacture  of  a  super- 
ior article  for  which  they  have  a  large  sale  both  in 
town    and   country. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  educated   in    the 
schools  of  his  native  city,  prosecuting   his  studies 

in    the    ward    Schools    most     vigorously     and    upon 

abandoning  his  studies  he  entered  the  shop  to 
assist  his  father  and  grandfather  up  to  the  death  of 

the  latter  when  as  we  have  seen  he  formally  enter- 
ed the  (inn.      In   1888  Mr.  Miller   was  elected  Aid- 
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erman  from  the  Fourth  Ward,  and  he  served  for 
three  years  in  thai  capacity,  onl}  resigning  it  to 
take  the  office  of  the  City  Clerk  to  which  he  was 
elected  in  1891.  In  June  of  the  same  year  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Minnie  P.,  daughter 
of  Peter  A.  Tagge  who  was  a  native  of  New  York, 
whence  he  had  removed  to  Michigan. 

The  gentleman  whose  brief  life  sketch  we  are 
here  giving,  is  a  member  of  Otseningo  Lodge,  No. 
295  [.  O.  <  >.  ■•'■•  and  he  is  also  prominently  identi- 
fied witb  the  (  hapter  and  Patriarchs,  and  in  this 
connection  lias  passed  all  the  chairs.  In  his  politi- 
cal views  In-  is  in  hearty  accord  with  the  doctrines 
and  declarations  announced  by  the  Democratic 
party,  and  is  a  cheerful  worker  for  the  success  of 
that  party.  His  residence  which  '•- :|t  No.  8]  Fifth 
Avenue  is'pleasantly  situated,  and  within  it  may 
he  found  true  domestic  happiness. 


•i-i-i-i-P 


y ,1I.1.1A.M  C.  LATSOjS    isa  farmer   residing 
on  section  24,  Webster  Township.     Ik'  is 


Y 


a  native  of  this  count}  and  was  horn  on 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  January  26,  1835. 
Hi  i-  a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Luther) 
Latson,  who  were  married  September  27,  1830,  in 
New  York.  They  were  both  native-  of  Genesee 
County.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandsire  was 
.lames  Latson,  whose  1'athei  was  liorn  in  Germany. 
.lame-  Latson  died  in  Michigan,  having  made  his 
home  witb  his  children  during  his  latter  year.-. 
Grandmother  Latson  was  of  Irish  lineage  and  died 
in  Michigan. 

Our  subject's  parents  came  to  Michigan  in  1830, 
and  -.'.aired  the  tract  of  land  from  the  Governmenl 
which  is  now  occupied  b}  Edgar  Cranson  and  in 
1831  they  purchased  and  located  on  the  farm  which 

our   subject    now    Occupies,   securing    one    hundred 

and  -ixty   acre-  from  the   Government.     It  was  a 

trad  known  a-  the  oak  Openings   and  heavih     lim- 

>;-  The}  had  very  limited  mean-  and  few 
things  to  work  with,  but  built  a  h »g  house  and  I ><■- 
gan  tlie  serious  business  of  life.  In  1859  the  senior 
Mr.  I. at  -on  left  the  farm  and  moved  to  Ann  Arbor, 


having  acquired  sufficient  mean- to  live  on  in  thai 
city.  Meantime  he  had  added  to  his  original  pur- 
chase on  section  '^  I  until  he  was  the  owner  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acre-,  lie  died  May  7.  1871, 
at  th  it}  ear-.       I  lis  w  ife  died   Ma} 

;!.  1860.  Mr.  Latson  was  later  married  to  Elizabeth 
llawkin-.  who  survived  him  aboul  five  years.  The 
famil}  thai  came  to  these  parents  and  enlivened 
their  home     in    the    pioneer    day-    were  a-  follow-: 

Sophia  I)..  Maria.  William  (  ..  Jane  A..  Henr}  A.. 
Silas,  Ellen  E.  and  Edwin.  Sophia  became  Mrs. 
Roberl  Met  all  and  died  in  1890;  Maria  married 
.lames  McCall  and  died  three  month-after  her  mar- 
riage, in  1865;  Jane  A.  resides  in  Omaha,  Neb.: 
Henry  died  September  9,  1867,  at  t  trass  Lake.  Mich.; 
sila-  i-  a  farmer  in  Missouri;  Ellen  lives  with  her 
sister  in  ( tmaha,  Neb. 

William  Latson,  Sr.  served  in  many  minor  offices 
of  the  locality.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
did  efficient  work  in  that  direction  for  many  years. 
He  was  from  early  days  a  Whig  and  later  a  Repub- 
lican. Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  ol 
and  then  rented  the  farm.  He  i-  now  the  owner 
Of  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  acres,  whicli  he 
has  purchased  for  the  most  part  by  buying  out 
equities  of  the  other  heirs.  Our  subject  pa}  s  espec- 
ial attention  to  stock-raising  and  has  handled  a 
greal  deal  of  the  liner  grades  of  cnttle  and  sheep. 
Fot  many  years  Mr.  Latson  was  sole  agenl  in  this 
district  for  the  Esterly  binder. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  August 
3',  1859,  al  Ann  Arbor  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Johnson, 
a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (In. man)  Johnson, 
of  Ann  Arbor,  she  was  born  August  30,  1839,  in 
North  field  Township.  The  following  children  have 
graced  the  home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife: 
Frank  A..  Nettie  E.,  George  Ah  in.  La  Rue,  Ada, 
Jenny,  Elmer,  Edwin,  Anna,  Lizzie  and  Lottie. 
Frank  is  in  the  express  business  at  Ann  Arbor; 
Nettie  i-  a  graduate  of  the  Ann  Arbor  High  School 
and  has  since  been  teaching  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  her  chosen  field  of  labor.  She  has 
just  finished  a  period  of  three  years  as  preceptor  of 

tin     scl 1  for  the   Mind  at    Lansiug  and    i-   now 

employed  in  the  Tecumseh    High   Scl I;  Gei 

Alvin  ha-  lived  at  home  until  the  post  four  years 
and  is  now     located  on  a    farm  at   Howell.     All  the 
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Other  children  are  at  home.  Jenny  and  Elmer  are 
-t uiL>nt>  in  the  Ann  Arbor  High  School  and  the 
younger  children  are  preparing  to  enter  the  same 
school.  Mr.  Latson  is  independent  in  politics,  not 
binding  himself  to  any  party.  He  takes  a  lively 
interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  national  or  local  Gov- 
ernment hut  not  in  party  politics.  He  and  his 
wife  with  the  members  of  their  family  are  connected 
with  the  Congregational  Church  of  which  they  are 
ardent  supporters. 


|  ON.  THOMAS  M.  COOLLY'  was  horn  on 
jjjj  the  6th  of  January,  1824,  at  Attica.  N.  V. 
The  family  was  one  of  long  New  England 
residence,  the  first  of  the  name  in  America. 
Benjamin  Cooley,  having  conic  to  Massachusetts 
in  1630.  Mr.  Cooley 's  father,  Thomas,  was  a 
farmer,  horn  in  Massachusetts,  who  removed  to 
New  York  in  1804.  Although  not  rich  he  was 
able  to  give  his  son  a  good  academic  education, 
which  was  supplemented  afterward  by  several 
terms'  experience  in  teaching  school. 

In  1*41  Mr.  Cooley  removed  to  Palmyra,  N.  V.. 
where  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
Of  Theron  K.  Strong,  afterward  .Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  that  State.  The  next  year  he 
removed  to  Adrian,  Mich.,  where  he  continued  his 
law  studies  in  the  offices  of  Tiffany  &  Beaman, 
holding  meantime  the  office  of  Deputy  County 
Clerk  and  Deputy  Registrar  in  Chancery,  lie  was 
admitted  to  the  har  in  January,  1846,  and  in  De- 
cember of  the  same  year  married  Miss  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Ilorton.  His  practice  of  the  law  was  begun 
in  Tecumseh,  in  1846,  in  partnership  witb  Consider 
A.  Stacy,  ami  he  remained  there  two  years,  return- 
ing to  Adrian  in  1.H48  to  practice  in  the  linn  of 
Beaman  and  Cooley.  which  afterward  became 
Beaman,  Beecher  &  Cooley.  lie  was  at  that  lime 
a  free-soil  Democrat,  ami  during  the  campaign  of 
1848    edited    the    Adrian   Watchtower    in    the  Van 

I'.uren    interest.       lie     was    also,    during    this    time 

Circuit  Court  Commissioner  and  Village  Recorder. 
and  managed  with  his  father-in-law,  David  1 1  or  I  on, 


a  large  farm.  In  1850  he  removed  to  Toledo, 
where  he  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the 
position  of  District  Judge,  and  remained  there 
only  two  years,  coming  hack  once  more  to  Adrian 
in  the  year  of  1852,  and  forming  a  partnership 
with  a  former  student  in  his  office,  Mr.  Cros- 
well. 

Iii  1857  Mr.  Cooley  was  chosen  by  the  Legisla- 
ture to  compile  the  General  Statutes  of  the  State, 
and  his  compilation  has   been   a    model    for    those 

made  since  that   time.      In   that  same  year  the  State 

Supreme  Court  was  re-organized,  and  he  was 
chosen  Reporter.  This  position  he  held  until  in 
1864  he  was  appointed  Justice,  to  lill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Judge  Manning.  Mean- 
time, in  1859,  he  had  removed  to  Ann  Arbor  in 
order  to  till  a  Chair  as  professor  in  the  newly  estab- 
lished Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan, which  Chair. known  as  the  .lay  Professorship 
he  held  for  twenty-five  years.  His  lecture-,  in  the 
University  were  limited  to  legal  and  constitutional 
subjects  until  his  resignation  of  the  Professorship 
of  Law.  hut  on  the  appointment  of  C.  II.  Adams  jo 
the  Presidency  of  Cornell  University  he  consented 
to  accept  temporarily  the  Prof essorship of  History, 

and  gave  lectures  as  such  for  one  college  year,  and 

also  for  several  years  thereafter  on  various  topics 
in  Political  Science.  A  lecture  on  "The  Federal 
Supreme  Court,  and  Its  Place  in  the  American 
Constitutional  System."  which  v,as  the  first  of  a 
series  of  lectures  by  eminent  speakers  and  writers 
delivered  in  the  University,  was  published  by 
O.  P.  Putnam's  sons  with  the  others  in  a  volume 
cut  it  led  "The  Constitutional  1  listory  of  the  United 

States    as    Seen     ill     the  Development  Of  American 

Laws." 

Soon  after  Judge  Cooley 's  appointment  to  the 
bench  was  begun  the  publication  of  a  series  of 
hooks  on  legal  subjects,  which  were  produced  rap- 
idly during  the  next  twelve  years.  His  first  work 
was  a  digest,  the  first  in  this  Stale,  of  the  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  was  followed,  in 
1868,  by  what  is  probably  his  besl  known  work, 
the  treatise  on  "The  Constitutional  Limitations 
Upon  Legislative  Power,"  which  has  gone  through 
six  editions  and  has  given  him  a  vcr\  high  rank 
anions;  American  legal  writers.     This  was  followed 
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in  IS72  by  an  edition  of  Blackstonc's  Commen- 
taries, and  in  1*7  1  by  one  of  Story  on  the  Con- 
stitution. In  1877  be  published  a  volume  on  the 
"Law  of  Taxation,"  :in<l  in  1870  another  <>n 
"Torts."  lie  has  also  published  a  short  summary 
of  constitutional  law,  and  a  history  of  Michigan 
which  was  written  in  1884  for  the  series  of 
"American  Commonwealths,"  edited  by  Horace  K. 
Scudd(  r,  .'111(1  as  the  associate  editor  of  Appleton's 
Encyclopaedia  lie  wrote  the  law  articles  forthe  lasl 
edition  of  that  work.  He  lias  been  a  prolific  writer 
for  the  reviews  and  magazines  of  the  day.  and  lias 
written  some  notable  articles.  Some  years  before 
the  Presidential  campaign  of  1**  I  he  had  published 
in  a  law  journal  of  St.  Louis  a  paper  on  "The  Re- 
sponsibility of  Public  Officers,",  beginning  with 
the  phrase  "A  public  office  is  a  public  trust" — a 
phrase  of  which  Col.  Laraont  made  such  vigorous 
use  in  the  campaign  referred  to  as  to  be  credited 
by  many  with  its  authorship.  Ili~  papers  were  for 
the  most  part  on  govermental  subjects,  bul  some- 
times on  those  of  an  historical  nature,  and  in  1889 
he  wrote  an  elaborate  introduction  to  an  illustrated 
work  on  "The  American  Railway,"  in  which  rail- 
ways   and    the  principles  controlling  them,  as  well 

as  the    law     for    their    regulation,    were    discussed. 

When  Prof.  Bryce  entered  upon  the  preparation  of 
his  great  work  on  the  American  Commonwealth  he 
put  himself  in  communication  with  Judge  <  ooley, 
and  the  notes  that  appear  in  the  completed  work 
show  that  the  reliance  placed  upon  his  opinions 
was  very  considerable  throughout. 

.Indue  Cooley  has  also  frequentlj  been  an  orator 
on  public  occasions,  particularly  those  on  which 
the  members  of  the  legal  associations  were  assem- 
bled, and    lie    lias    addressed  at  different  times  the 

State  Bar   \ Nations  of   South  Carolina,  Georgia 

and  New  Y'ork.  <  >n  the  organization  of  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University  he  was  invited  to  deliver 
lectures  on  Continental  Law  and  Municipal  Gov- 
ernment lo  special  classes,  and  did  so  for  three 
years,  and  when,  in  [889,  there  was  an  assemblage 
at  that  University  lo  commemorate  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  of  Japan,  he  was  invited  to 
preside,  and  delivered  a  short  address,  lie  ^:nr 
also,  by  special  invitation,  a  course  of  lectures  in 
the  war  1890,  to  the  law  class  of  'i  ale  <  ollege,  on 


Inter-State  (  onimcrce.  which   lecture-  were  repeated 

in  the  I  ni versity  of  Michigan. 

Judge  Cooley's  connection  with  the  supreme 
Court  of  Michigan  lasted  until  1 885,  when  by  an 
unfortunate  combination  of  circumstances  he  was 
defeated  in  his  candidacj  lor  re-election;  and  dur- 
ing that  period  he  did  much,  in  con  junction  with 
colleagues  of  unusual  judicial  ability,  to  give  the 
court  an  enviable  reputation  throughout  the 
United  states    for  the  soundness  and  clearness  of 

its  decisions.       lie   wrote  the  opinions    in     01! 

the  most  important  ease-,  and  these  opinions,  log- 
ical and  well  expressed,  have  given  many  valuable 

precedents  for  future  decisions  in  hi-  own  and 
other  States. 

The  Judge's  attention  was  firsl  directed  to  the 
line  of  work  to  which  his  latter  years  have  been 
given  up.  in  January.  1882,  when  he  was  asked  by 
the  presidents  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  the  Penn- 
sylvania,   the    Erie    and    the    New    York    Central 

Railroads  tO  Serve  on  a  hoard  of  arbitration  which 
was     to    settle     the    questi >f    •■the  difference  in 

rates  that  should  exist  both  eastward^  and  west- 
wardlv  upon    all   classes  of    freights    between    the 

several  terminal  Atlantic'  port-."  The  roads  named, 
after  many  unsuccessful  trials  and  disastrous  rate 
wars,  had  finally  settled  upon  a  system  apparently 
discriminating  against  New  York  and  Boston, and 
in  favor  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  and  it  was 
to  settle  this  charge  of  discriminal  ion  that  the  hoard 

was  called  upon.      The  other  members  were  Senator 

Thurman  and  ex-Minister  Washbume,  and  after 
meeting  and  hearing  arguments  in  New  York. 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  the  commissioners  al 
length  decided  that  it  was  not  clear  that  the  pres- 
ent system  was  inequitable.  This  was  Judge  Cool- 
er -  first  experience  in  dealing  with  the  perpli  s 
problems  of  railway  management,  hut  he  showed 
here  such  distinguished  ability  that  when,  in 
1886,  Judge  Gresham  found  it  necessary  to  appoint 
a  new  receiver  for  that  portion  of  the  Wabash 
Railway  within  his  jurisdiction,  he  appointed 
Judge  Cooler  unhesitatingly  and  of  his  own  mo- 
tion.    The  problem    presented    was    one    of    meat 

difficulty,  involving,  as  it  did.  the  operati f  a 

long  and  complicated  S3'Stem,  both  ends  of    which 

were     under    hostile    iiianaucinen t .      The    dul\    was 
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discharged,  however,  with  conspicuous  success  so 
long  as  it  was  in  his  hands.  Within  three  months 
he  had  the  system  in  profitable  operation,  and 
when  he  laid  down  the  receivership  as  abruptly  as 
he  had  taken  it.  he  had  a  body  of  subordinates 
who  were  able  and  effective  and  attached  to  him- 
self. But  his  most  conspicuous  service  in  railway 
matters  was  yet  to  come.  The  abuses  in  railroad 
traffic  and  management  had  gone  so  far  as  to  merit 
the  attention  of  Congress,  and  to  bring  forth,  as 
the  result  of  a  thorough  investigation  by  a   Senate 

committee,  the  bill  known  as  the  Inter-State  (  

merce  Law.  This  bill  established  a  commission  of 
five  members,  known  as  the  Enter-State  Commerce 
Commission,  which  was  to  act  as  a  court-  to  oversee 
the  execution  of  the  rules  and  regulations  for  rail- 
way traffic  laid  down  in  the  bill.  The  Commission, 
it  was  evident,  would  have  great  power,  and  it  was 

of  the  highest  importance  that  g 1  n  en  be  elected 

ai  the  start  to  establish  sound  precedents  in  the 
interpretation  of  the  law.  .Indue  Cooley  was 
urgently  requested  by  President  Cleveland  to  ac- 
cepl  a  position  on  the  Commission  for  the  longest 
term,  six  years,  and  having  dune  so  was  chosen 
Chairman.  Since  then  all  of  his  time  that  health 
has  permitted  has  been  given  to  the  business  of 
the  Commission,  and  his  experience  and  reputation 
have  gone  Car  to  make  the  decisions  of  the  Com- 
mission respected  and  obeyed,  and  to  establish  it 
on  a  firm  and  lasting  basis,  with  a  body  of  sound 
and  equitable  precedent  to  govern  and  to  guide 
the  future  administration  of  the  law. 


4&> 


T  LFRED  ELLIS  PHELPS.     W. 


pleasi  < 


\7j    I      to  present  a  son  of  Norman    A.  Phelps,  of 
///    (!)    whom  our  readers  have  read  upon  another 
qJ  page    of    this    volume.      This  gentleman, 

who  has  now  retired  from  active  business,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  January  I,  1843, and  i~ 
the  fourth  in  order  of  age  in  his  father's  family. 
lb  was  reared  upon  the  farm  and  has  followed 
agriculture   through   life  except   for  the    time    when 

he  served  "  Uncle  Sam"  during  the   War  of  the 


Rebellion.  It  was  in  1862  that  young  Phelps 
enlisted  in  Company  1).  Twentieth  Regiment, 
Michigan  Infantry,  taking  service  :it  Ann  Arbor 
under  (apt.  Grant.  His  regiment  was  assigned  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  he  was  in  the  battle 
of  Fredericksburg,  after  which  he  was  in  the  hos- 
pital for  some  months  as  he  had  a  severe  attack  of 
inflammation  of  the  lungs.  As  it  was  believed 
that  he  was  seriously  incapacitated  for  further  mil- 
itary service,  his  father  went  to  him  and  securing 
his   discharge   brought  him   home  on  a  stretcher. 

Having  recovered  his  health  Alfred  Phelps  re- 
sumed agricultural  pursuits  and  in  1st)  I  estab- 
lished a  home  of  his  own.  bringing  home  a  wife  on 
the  23d  of  November.  His  wife  was  Laverna, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Polly  (Ann)  Hicks.  Her 
mother  was  a  sister  of  B.  W.  Watte.  Si-.,  and  she 
was  an  only  child.  Mrs.  Waite  died  when  Lav- 
erna was  hut  three  years  old  and  her  father,  who 
afterward  married  Delilah  Pettybone  of  Ann  Arbor, 
died  when  the  child  had  barelj  reached  herseventh 
year.  Samuel  I  licks  was  from  Dunkirk,  N.  Y., 
anil  was  a  brother  of  .Mis.  P..  \V.  Waite,  Sr.,  and 
the  two  families  migrated  to  Michigan  at  the  same 
time. 

Mr.  Phelps  Still  owns  bis  father's  old  home- 
stead which  he  secured  from  the  Government  and 
the  property  now  consists  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  part  of  the  old  property  being  now 
in  the  hands  of  his  brother  Thomas.  Our  subject 
paid  much  attention  in  his  farming  days  to  the 
breeding  of  Short-horn  cattle  and  in  this  line  con- 
ducted a  large  business  and  frequently  exhibited 
at  fairs.  He  also  carried  on  a  lively  trade  in  road- 
sters but  now  lives  a  retired  life  as  he  removed 
from  the  farm  to  Dexter  in   March.   1889. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Phelps  settled  two  miles  south 
of  the  village  of  Dexter  and  lived  there  for  thirty- 
three  years,  then  he  removed  to  Dexter  where  he 
lived  until  death  called  him  to  a  higher  sphere. 
Our  subject  takes  an  intelligent  interest,  in  public 
affairs  and  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  hut  is  in  no 
sense  a  politician.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
order  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  is 
intensely  interested  in  the  reunions  with  his  com- 
rades. .Mrs.  Phelps  is  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist    Episcopal  Church  and  i>    now    the    only 
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representative  here  of  her  father's  family.  The 
old  farm  belonging  to  our  subjeel  is  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  county  and  forty-five  years  <>f  Mr. 
Phelps'  life  was  passed   upon  it. 


S'.t^^C5^ 


ROE.  AUSTIN  GEORGE  is  the  Director  of 
')  the  Training  Department  of  the  Michigan 
State  Normal  School.  He  has  been  in  this 
department  for  ten  years  past  and  prior  to 
assuming  that  position  was  at  the  head  of  the  Lit- 
erary Department  for  two  years.  Prof.  George 
was  born  in  Litchfield,  Mich.,  June  15,  1841,  and 
is  a  son  of  Austin  and  Roxana  (Smith)  George, 
both  natives  of    New   England,  the    father  having 

born  about  1803.  The  George  family  trace 
back  their  ancestry  to  early  Colonial  days  and  our 
subject's  mother  is  one  of  the  celebrated  familj  of 
Smiths  of  New  Hampshire.  Miss  Roxana  smith 
\\a>  born  at  West  Wilton,  in  L806.  She  anil  her 
husband  were  married  in  the  East  and  after  becom- 
ing the  parents  of  four  children,  came  to  Hillsdale 
(  ounty  in   1  s.'!7.     Here   the  father  located  a   trad 

o\  eminent  land  and  clearing  up  the  place 
built  a  large  house,  which  served  as  a  home  until 
our  subjeel  was  seven  years  old,  when  the  family 
moved  to  Jackson,  where  the  senior  Mr.  Georgi 
engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  trade. 

About  two  years  after  he  had  removed  his  fam- 
ily to  Jackson,  the  father  died  and  shortly  after, 
the  mother  with  her  family  of  children  moved  to 
Jonesville,  where  our  subject  received  his  early 
education.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  lost  his 
righl  arm  by  an  accident  in  a  flouring-mill.  After 
the  marriage  of  the  children  the  mother  came  to 
i'psilanti  and  divided  her  lime  between  this  city, 
Chicago  and  Kalamazoo;  her  decease  occurred  in 
Ypsilanii  in  1880,  and  she  was  interred  al  Jones- 
ville. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  the  original  of  our  sketch 
went  to  Detroit  and  entered  the  Commercial  <  ol- 
lege  from  which  he  graduated  in  1858.    In  October, 

[859,  he  entered   the  State    Normal  School  of    i'psi- 

lanti  and  graduated  in  1863.     He  al  once  began  to 


teach  at  Ka  la  ma /.oo.  taking  a  position  as  Principal 
of  the  High    school.     While  carrying  on  his  work 

as  a   teacher  lie  pursued  a  coin.,    ,,|     study   ill    Kala- 

mazoo  College,  and  in  1866  was  awarded  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Eor  six  years  he  was  in 
the  life  insurance  business  in  st.  Louis  and  (  hie 
Later  he  occupied  the  (  hair  of  Rhetoric  ami  Liter- 
ature in  Kalamazoo  College  for  one  year,  and  then 
was  Superintendent  of  Scl Is  in  the  city  of  Kala- 
mazoo from  1872  to  1879,  at  which  latter  date  he 
was  appointed  to  the  (hair  of  English  in  the  State 
Normal  School  at  V|isilanti.  This  he  held  for  twe 
years  when   he  was  appointed  to  id-  present  (  hair. 

In    1862,   while  still  a  student.  Prof.  G 'ge    was 

largely  instrumental    in    raising  a  company  among 

the  students  of  the  Normal  School,  known  a-  (  imi- 

|ian\  E,  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infantry — the  cele- 
brated Stonewall  Regiment.  Although  debarred 
by  the  loss  of  his  arm  from  regular  enlistment,  he 
went  with  the  company  to  the  front  and  served 
four  months,  sharing  the  dangers  and  hardships  of 
aiin\  life  and  participating  in  the  fatuous  battle  of 
South   .Mountain. 

Having  given  hi-  con-taut  attention  to  educa- 
tional work,  making  it  a  studj  from  main  stand- 
point-, it  has  become  to  him  both  a  science  and  an 
art  and  he  is  well  qualified  to  instruct  other.-  in 
superior  method-  in  pedagogy.  This  is  his  dut\  at 
the  present  time,  he  having  charge  of  this  work 
with  the  senior  classesof  the  Normal  School.  Prof. 
George  is  ably  seconded  in  his  efforts  by  four  ex- 
perienced teachers  and  these  demonstrate  before  the 
prospective  teachers  theories  and  system  in  t< 
ing.  He  has  acquired  a  wide  reputation  as  an  ed- 
ucator Of   advanced    idea-    and   whose    method-  are 

very  nearh  approaching  the  natural  methods  of 
acquiring  knowledge,  robbing  what  has  hitherto 
been  irksome  confinement  to  text  I k-  of  it- 
dullness  and  infusing  new  life  into  the  ail  by  stim- 
ulating' every  faculty . 

Outside  of  his  scholastic  work  our  subject  is  in- 
terested in  real  estate  for  himself  and  now  has  a 
valuable  property  in  the  city,  which  he  holds  Loth 
lor  rent  and  for -ale.  In  connection  with  hi-  |i 
iiiiale  work.  Prof.  George  has  been  prominent  in 
the  State  Teachers'  Association, m of  which  he  has 
been  President,  and  in  the  City  and  Superintend- 
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ents'  Association.  He  1ms  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  this  work  and  is  one  of  Hie  most  popular 
and  favorite  instructors  in  county  institutes. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Wadhams, 
of  Kalamazoo.  December  24,  1868.  Mrs. George  is 
a  daughter  of  Charles  1).  Wadhams  and  is  an  in- 
telligent and  accomplished  lady.  This  interesting 
couple  have  six  children,  there  being  three  sons 
and  three  daughters.  They  are  by  name.  Eansom 
G.,  who  is  a  student  in  the  University  of  Michigan 
and  a  graduate  of  the  Norma]  School;  Grace,  Hat- 
tie  L.,  Austin,  dr..  May  and  Ralph  W.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  are  members  of  the  Unitarian  Church. 
luit  are  affiliated  with  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Ypsilanti.  Our  subject  was  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  for  two  years,  during  the  construction 
of  the  water  works  and  during  that  time  was 
Chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  and 
also  of  the  Electric  Light  Committee  during  the 
construction  of  the  plant,  lie  is  now  a  menibei  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and  favors  all  reason- 
able public  improvements.  He  lias  devotee!  much 
lime  and  study  to  securing  water  works  and  a 
perfect  and  sanitary  system  of  sewerage  for  the 
city.  While  a  professional  teacher,  he  believes  that 
a  teacher  should  be  first  of  all  a  citizen  and  take 
an  active  part  in  the  political,  social  and  business 
activities  of  the  community.  Prof.  George  is  a 
broad  man  in  even  sense  of  the  word. 


-^S 


§>-^<§gF= 


EDWARD  DE  PUY.  The  gentlemanly  and 
able  Supervisor  of  Saline  Township  is,  as  he 
should  Ke.  a  representative  of  the  agricul- 
tural interests  and  business,  and  a  resident  on  sec- 
tion 12.  Saline  Township,  lie  was  horn  in  Seneca 
County,  in  the  town  of  Wosco,  N.  Y..  December 
25,  184  I.  and  was  reared  a  farmer.  Asa  lad  he  at- 
tended the  district  school  and  received  a  practical 
(  ducation.  His  advent  into  Michigan  was  made  in 
1853  when  his  parents  located  in  Macon  Township, 
Lenawee  County.  His  father.  Samuel  De  l'uy.  here 
lived  until  1888,-when  his  decease  occurred  at  the 
age  of  sixty-two  years.     While  a    resident  of   New 


York  lie  belonged  to  the  state  Militia,  and  was  a 
man  who  was  enthusiastically  interested  in  polit- 
ical and  social  affairs.  In  his  church  relations  he 
was  a  memberof  the  Methodist  Episcopal  bod}-  for 
several  years.  As  a  fanner  he  was  very  successful 
and  left  a  large  fortune.  Our  subject's  paternal 
grandsire  was  Benjamin  De  Puy,  who  carried  on 
farming  in  Seneca  County,  X.  V.  The  De  Puy  fam- 
ily are  of  French  ancestry.  Our  subject's  mother 
was  in  her  maiden  days  a  Miss  Ann  Bingham,  and 
was  born  in  New  York;  she  died  in  1889,  ami  like 
her  husband  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal  Church.  I  If  the  six  children  born  to  this 
worthy  couple,  five  arc  now  living. 

Our  subject  i>  n<  \t  to  the  youngesl  of  his  moth- 
er's family.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  after 
coming  to  Michigan,  attended  Tecumseh  High 
School,  and  also  the  State  Normal  at  Ypsilanti.  and 
afterward  graduated  in  the  Academic  Department 
of  the  Union  school  at  Tecumseh.  On  first  begin- 
ning his  career  he  was  engaged  in  teaching,  and 
thus  continued  for  several  years,  being  but  eighteen 
years  of  age  at  the  time  he  first  assumed  control  of 
the  schoolroom. 

Mr.  De  l'uy  left  the  bachelor  ranks  in  1867,  his 
marriage  being  celebrated  October  I.  and  his  bride 
being  Miss  Mabel  Lowe,  who  was  born  in  Ridge- 
way  Township.  Lenawee  County,  this  State,  ill 
Is  1H.  She  is  a  daughter  of  .lust  ice  and  Mary  (  Lam- 
berson)  Lowe,  natives  of  New  York,  who  came  to 
Michigan  in  1828,  and  were  among  the  first  set- 
tlers in  Lenawee  County.  Loth  parent-  -till  sur- 
vive Mr.  Lowe  has  been  a  farmer  all  his  life. 
After  marriage  our  subject  went  to  Frankfort,  Ben- 
i  zie  County,  and  was  there  engaged  in  business  for 
two  year-.  In  1869  he  purchased  a  farm  in  this 
township  on  section  34,  and  here  he  lived  twelve 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  sold  the 
farm  and  purchased  his  present  place  which  is  lo- 
cated on  section  12.  Our  subject  here  has  a  beau- 
tiful home  in  which  have  mown  up  his'  children. 
They  are  Webb  K..  Lurnell  A.  and  M.  .lay.  all  of 
whom  are  brighl  and  intelligent  young  people. 
One  daughter,  Sylvia,  is  deceased. 

Mr.  De  l'uy  is  theexponent  of  the  leading  politi- 
cal sentiment  in  this  township,  a  firm  and  ardent 
Democrat,  who  i-  in  the  van  as  regards  the  politi- 
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cal  news  of  the  (lay,  and  tlie  state  of  the  <  lovern- 
niciii  as  affected  l>y  uewlj  adopted  measures,  lie 
has  hem  a  favorite  delegate  i"  district  and  comity 
conventions.  His  election  as  Supervisor  of  Saline 
Township  took  place  in  1886  since  which  time  lie 
lias  successively  been  re-elected.  Our  subject  owns 
one  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres  of  land  on  the 
Monroe  Road,  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Saline. 
This  is  a  find}  developed  place  which  bearsout  its 
owner's  ideas  as  to  theoretical  and  practical  farm- 
ing. He  lu'iv  raises  all  kinds  of  stock,  and  although 
he  started  out  with  little  or  nothing, he  is  now  pos- 
essed  of  a  fine  income  and  a  valuable  property. 


•:•     •:•-  * 


•S-=-fr=-5- 


ENECA  A.  DURAND.  This  well-known 
business  man  and  Fourth  Ward  Alderman 
is  one  of  the  oldest  Knights  of  the  Grip 
in  Michigan,  having  been  on  the  road  since 
1871.  He  represents  the  linn  of  Ward  L.  Andrus 
&  <  o.,  of  Detroit,  in  which  company  he  is  a  part- 
ner, and  for  which  he  travels,  introducing  their 
fine  wholesale  stock  of  fancj  groceries,  canned 
goods  and  fruits. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  near 
Pishing  Creek,  York  County,  upon  the  12th  of 
November,  1832.  His  lather,  Samuel  W.  Durand, 
was  born  near  Burlington,  Vt.,  of  French  parent- 
age, and  first  -a\\  the  light  in  1806.  He  took  up 
his  trade  of  masonry  when  i|iiite  young,  and  after 
his  removal  to  Pennsylvania  he  became  Superin- 
tendent of  masonry  in  that  State,  and  inspected 
the  mason  work  Of  the  first  railroad  constructed 
ill  that  State. 

After  removing  to  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  the 
father  engaged  in  merchandise,  and  later  in  the 
business  of  a  drover,  and  became  prominent  in  po- 
litical movements,  being  the  firsl  Democratic  mem- 
l"  i  of  the  Legislature  sent  to  <  olumbus  from  the 
Western  Reserve,  and  he  was  also  active  in  edu- 
cational matters.  Aboul  the  year  1853  lie  wenl 
to  Iowa,  where  he  had  large  dealings  in  land  in 
Benton  <  ounty,  and  made  bis  home  there  until  his 


death  at  Belle  Plaine,  May  2;"),  1872.  lie  was  a 
I'niversalist    in  his  religious  views. 

The   mother    of    our    sulijecl    bore    the    maiden 

in ■  of  (  atherinc  Oren,  and   she   was    liorn  July 

9,  1808,  in  York  County,  Pa.,  beiug  a  daughter  of 
Jesse  Oren,  a  farmer.  Her  deatli  occurred  Sep- 
tember 18,  1836,  and  her  husband  married  for  his 
second  wife  Margaret  Oren,  who  now  resides  in 
Marshalltown,  Iowa.     By  the  first    wife  there  were 

four  children,  three  of  whom  grew  to  maturity 
and  two  are  still  living,  and  of  the  second  family 
of  si\  children  only  one  survives. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  removed  early  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  Ohio,  where  he  attended  the  district 
school  a1  I'arkman.  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  began  clerking.  During  the  first  year  he 
received  only  his  board,  but  finally  worked  him- 
self 141  until  he  earned  during  the  third  year  $150 
besides  bis  board.  He  continued  clerking  there 
for  various  parties,  bu1  finally  went  in  this  capac- 
ity to  Garretsville,  Ohio,  but  returned  to  Park- 
man,  where  he  bought  and  operated  for  a  short 
time  a  drug  business.  After  this  he  removed  to 
Welton,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  breaking  prairie  ill 
Clinton  County  with  sis  yokes  of  oxen. 

Deciding  to  return  East,  he  located  in  West- 
field,  Chautauqua  County,  X.  Y..  where  be  was  a 
clerk  in  a  grocerj  store  from  January  until  Au- 
gust, 1856,  after  which  be  entered  into  the  gro- 
cery business  on  his  own  account  until  the  latter 
part  of  1861,  when  be  went  to  New  York  City  and 
engaged  in  selling  goods. 

It  was  11  \.  m.  on  New  Year's  Day,  1862,  that 
Mr.  Durand  first  entered  Ypsilanti,  and  here  he 
engaged  in  the  grocerj  business  in  the  Hewell 
Block  until  1864,  when  be  wenl  on  the  mad  for 
a  short  time,  but  in  1866  be  formed  a  partner-hip 
with  M  r.  steMmis  in  the  grocery  business.  This 
lasted  until  1870,  when  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved and  he  again  went  on  the  road,  represent- 
ing II.  C.  Barker  .v  Co.,  and  afterward  I).  I).  Mal- 
loi  v  &  Co.  In  May,  1890,  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  Ward  I..  Andrus,  the  other  partners 
being  C.  W.  Bruce  and  I..  V.  Oviatt,  who  handled 
fancy  groceries  and  fruits  at  Nos.  88,  90  and  92 
Jefferson  Avenue.  He  1-  the  traveling  man  of 
the    linn,  and    for   awhile  journeyed   in    Pennsyl- 
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v:uii:i  and  New  York,  but  liis  route  is  now  on  the 
main  line  of  the  Michigan  Central  and  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern    Railroads. 

Mr.  Durand's  marriage  with  Miss  Helen  R. 
Phelps  took  place  in  Westfleld,  N.  V..  the  place  of 
her  nativity.  Their  two  children  are  1).  A.,  now 
a  ticket  agent  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad 
at  Ypsilanti,  and  Clara  R.,  now  Mrs.  Prof.  Shep- 
herd, of  Brookings,  S.  Dak.  Her  husband  is  the 
Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lege there,  and  fills  the  office  of  United  States 
Chemist,  being  considered  one  of  the  finest  chem- 
ists in  the  country.  It  is  now  the  seventh  year 
since  Mr.  Durand  was  elected  Alderman  of  the 
Fourth  Ward,  and  he  has  been  a  member  of  vari- 
ous committees,  and  Chairman  of  some  important 
ones.  He  is  a  member  of  the  order  of  Knights  of 
Honor  and  in  his  political  views  is  attached  to  the 
Democratic  party. 


-^} 


^K- 
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P  LEMMING  CARROW,  M.  1).  Although 
still  in  the  dawn  of  the  success  which  has 
attended  his  efforts  in  a  professional  way 
our  subject  has  already  given  abundant  evidence 
of  the  ability  which  qualifies  him  for  a  high  place 
in  the  medical  profession.  Truly  ambitious  and 
with  an  ambition  whose  aim  is  pure  and  unsullied, 
there  seems  no  reason  why  his  unquestioned  ability 
should  not  find  full  scope  in  relieving  the  pains 
which  a  suffering  world  is  heir  to.  Flemming  (ar- 
row was  born  in  Kent  County.  Md.,  August  11, 
1852.  His  father.  Joseph  M.,  was  a  native  of  Del- 
aware, to  which  State  his  great-grandfather  had 
emigrated  from  Pembrokeshire,  England.  Our 
subject's  mother,  Henrietta  (Ilepbron)  ('arrow,  was 
born  in  Maryland,  her  father,  .lames  Hepbron, 
came  from  Scotland,  and  Dr.  (arrow  thus  lias  run- 
ning in  his  veins  that  happy  mixture  of  Scotch  and 
English  blood  which  seems  to  be  productive  of 
some  of  the  rarest  qualities  demanded  by  our  mod- 
ern civilization. 

Our  subject's  father  being  a  farmer  the    son  had 
not    at  home  sufficient  educational   advantages  to 


prepare  him  for  college,  hence  he  was  sent  awaj  to 
school  when  twelve  years  of  age  to  bike  a  prepara- 
tory course.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered 
Dickinson  Seminary  at  Williamsport,  Pa.,  and  there 
remained  for  three  years,  soon  afterward  becoming 
a  student  at  the  National  Medical  College  in  Wash- 
ington, from  which  lie  was  graduated  at  the  end  of 
two  years.  Then  followed  a  visit  to  Europe,  dur- 
ing which  he  spent  two  years  in  continuation  of  his 
medical  studies  at  Berlin.  (  Mi  his  return  home  he 
was  at   once  sent   to  Canton.  China,    in  charge    of  a 

native  hospital  at  that  place.  Here  lie  remained 
for  more  than  six  years,  gaining  invaluable-expe- 
rience. 

As  a  medical  officer  of  the  Government  Dr.  Car- 
row  had  an  oversight  of  both  French  and  English 
revenue  service  and  during  the  last  years  of  his 
residence  in  connection  with  his  other  duties  rep- 
resented the  United  States  Government  as  Consul 
under  President  Garfield.  His  wife's  health  fail- 
ing    lie     resigned     his     post     and    returned    to    the 

United  states,  through  which  he  traveled  for 
some  time,  partly  for  pleasure  and  partly  in 
search  of  a  suitable  place  in  which  to  make 
his  home.  In  L884  he  made  his  residence  in 
Bay  City.  Going  there  a  stranger  to  all  its 
people,  even  without  an  introduction  to  his  medi- 
cal brethren,  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
devoting  himself  especially  to  surgery  of  the  eye 
ami  ear.  In  a  very  short  time  he  had  gained  the 
confidence  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  community 
and  won  the  regard  of  the  members  of  his  own 
profession.  By  the  latter  he  was  chosen  President 
of  tin'  Bay  County  Medical  Society  and  successfully 
healed  the  differences  that  existed  in  that  body 
and  helped  to  place  it  among  the  best  medical  so- 
cieties of  the  State. 

While  accomplishing  the  above  described  benefi- 
cent work,  our  subject's  practice  had  become  lu- 
crative and  his  growing  reputation  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  regents  of  the  University  of  Mich- 
gan  and  by  them  he  was  appointed,  in  1889,  Pro- 
fessor of  Ophthalmic  and  Aural  Surgery  ami  Clin- 
ical Ophthalmology  in  the  Medical  Department  of 
that  famous  instil ution. 

Dr.  Carrow  is  a  Republican  in  his  politics  and 
in  religion  an  Episcopalian.   He  is  likewise  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  Masonic  order  and  has  attained  the  de- 
of  Knight  Templar.  He  was  married  October 
24,  1875,  to  Miss  Teresa  England,  a  daughter  of 
Lindlej  M.  England,  of  Wilmington,  Del.  They 
have  had  one  child,  Herbert  P.  The  position  al- 
ready attained  by  Dr.  Carrow  is  m  direct  result  of 
natural  talents  and  acquirements.  Personally  he 
is  :i  man  of  pleasing  countenance,  of  medium 
height,  robust  in  frame  and  of  creel  carriage.  He 
has  m  genial  and  friendly  manner.  Mis  professional 
brethren  in  Baj  City  quickly  recognized  his  rare 
ability  in  his  special  department  andaccorded  him 
a  cordial  support.  On  departing  from  Bay  ( 'in  a 
banquet  was  tendered  him  by  its  physicians  and  it 
was  attended  by  many  representative  men  from 
other  parts  of  the  state.  In  response  to  a  toast 
the  expressions  of  regard  for  him  as  a  man  and  a 
citizen  and  the  appreciative  testimonies  to  his  ex- 
cellence as  a  skilled  sui  jjether  with  a  senti- 
ment (if  regret  at  his  departure,  were  the  surest 
possible  evidences  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held  and  of  the  irreproachable  purity  of  his 
character,  [n  his  new  and  honored  position  Dr. 
(ari<  to  secure  new  laurels  for  himself  and 
to  confer  distinction  upon  the  institution  of  which 
In-  now  becomes  an  important  factor. 


]|S^     »     ■" 


1  OHN  II.  WADE.  Annum'  the  representa- 
tive farmers  of  Lima  Township  we  arc 
[.leased  tn  present  a  sketch  of  thegentleman 

whose  n: '  appears  at  the  head  of  this  par- 
agraph, and  whose  pleasant  home  and  excellent  farm 
are  to  be  found  on  section  28.  His  father,  Michael 
Wade,  was  bora  in  Dublin,  Ireland. and  was  a  pom 
boj  when  he  came  to  America.  His  man 
took  place  on  Staten  Island,  his  wife  being  in  her 
maidenhood  Maty  McNenany,  a  native  of  that 
island.  To  them  were  horn  three  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

Michael  Wade  came  to  Michigan  in  1 838,  and 
settled  in  Saline  Township  on  a  farm  of  cightj 
acre-,  hut  linalh  removed  to  Sharon  Township, 
where   he  tirst  bought  eighty    acres  of   land  and  in 


tinn     owned    some    four    hundred    acres,  a    part    of 

which  he  has  given  to  his  children, but  -till  ha-  re- 
maining some  two  hundred  acres.  He  placed  a 
tenant  upon  his  farm  and  removed  to  Manches- 
ter, where  he  purchased  a  residence  a1  a  cost  of 
$2,500,  and  here  he  and  hi-  wife  lived  for  three 
years.  In  1889  she  died,  and  he  then  -old  this 
property  and  now  resides  with  his  son  John,  hav- 
ing reached  the  age  of  se\  ent  \ -eiirht.  w  hen  he 
thinks  best   to  he  retired  from  active    life.       He  i-  a 

Democrat  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the  Roman 
(  'at  holic  (  hurch.  a-  was  hi-  wife. 

John  II.  Wade  was  horn  .Inly  31,  1840,  in  Sa- 
line Township,  this  county,  and  hi:  home  has  ever 
been  within  its  bounds,  lie  remained  beneath  the 
parental  roof  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  when  he  established  a  home  of  his  own  with 
his  wile,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Welsh. 
She  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  with  her  husband 
is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  To 
her  have  been  born  six  children,  one  of  whom  died 
in  early  infancy,  and  those  who  are  still  living  arc 
William.  Agnes,  Libby,  John  and  Ella.  The  eldest 
son  has  grown  to  manhood  and  is  now  living  in 
Minneapolis,  as  is  al-o  Agnes,  and  the  others  are 
still  with  the  parents. 

In  1862  Mr.  Wade  purchased  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  which  In-  still  owns,  and  to 
which  he  has  added  fourteen  acres.  He  has  cleared 
the  timber  from  thirty  acres  and  has  erected  an 
excellent  house.  Like  his  father,  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  affiliations  and  has  been  a  .Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  four  years  and  Township 
Treasurer  for  two  years,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Review. 


NDKKW     .1.     WARREN.       The  able  editor 
am!    proprietor    of     the    Saline    I 
which  isa  -picy  sheet  published  in  th< 
eral    interests  of  the  locality,  was  born   in 
York.  Mich..  January  7.  1856.     His   father.   Aaron 
Wat  ten.  born  January  2,  1802,  in  Eaton,  Madison 
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County,  N.  Y.,  came  to  this  State  June  18,  1836. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  calling,  and  located  in  York 
Township,  this  county,  where  lie  died  April  12, 
I860,  :ii  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  Our  subject's 
mother  was.  prior  to  her  marriage,  a  .Miss  Mary  A. 
Hart,  born  in  Newton,  Sussex  County,  N.  J.,  June 
12.  1825.  She  removed  to  Hamilton,  Canada,  and 
after  a  residence  of  two  years,  moved  to  York. 
Mich.,  and  in  1870  removed  to  the  village  of  Saline 
where  she  at  present  resides. 

Our  subject  was  born  and  reared  on  a  farm  just 
smith  of  Saline,  and  there  grew  up  to  sturdy, 
healthful  boyhood.  He  was  sent  to  the  district 
school,  and  afterward  attended  the  High  School  in 
Saline.  In  1876,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  started 
out  in  business  for  himself  and  catered  to  the  gen- 
eral demands  of  the  people  in  furnishing  staple  and 
fancy  groceries.  lie  continued  in  this  for  four 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  out  and 
took  his  position  as  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store  of, 
('.  Parsons,  and  there  remained  for  two  years.  He 
next  clerked  for  Nichols  Bros.,  proprietor.-,  of  a 
drug  store,  and  remained  with  them  for  five  years. 
and  then  became  engaged  in  the  agricultural  busi- 
ness which  he  followed  four  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  purchased  an  interestin  the  Observer 
with  a  Mr.  Nissly,  entering  into  the  partnership  in 
lKK'.l.  and  in  1890  he  purchased  his  partner's  inter- 
est, and  has  since  been  sole  proprietor  of  the  paper. 
The  Observer  is  a  six-column  quarto,  and  is  neutral 
on  questions  of  politics,  being  devoted  rather  to 
the  interests  of  agriculture  and  general  trade. 

In  1*7(1  our  subject  took  unto  himself  a  wife, 
his  bride  being  Miss  Edith  L.  Parsons,  a  daughter 
of  Cornelius  and  Mary  (Rouse)  Parsons.  She  was 
born  in  Saline,  and  is  one  of  the  products  of  this 
locality  of  which  the  towif  is  proud,  being  a  lady 
of  ureal  refinement  and  natural  attainments  be- 
sides attractive  in  person  and  manners.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  likings,  but  tell 
it  not  in  Gath  nor  whisper  it  in  Askalon,  for  the 
organ  which  he  edits  has  no  politics,  and  so.  like 
the  Queen,  can  do  no  wrong.  He  has  however, 
received  party  preferment,  having  been  Treasurer 
and  Clerk  of  Saline,  and  devoting  two  year-  to 
each  of  these  offices.  He  belongs  to  tin  Masonic 
fraternity,    being   a    member   of    the  Saline  Lodge. 


No.  133.  For  the  pasl  two  years  he  has  served  in 
the  capacity  of  Master.  Both  he  and  his  wite  are 
workers  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  much  in- 
terested in  the  -plead  of   tin1  Gospel. 


.;-.;..;..;. 
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O,  HARLES  TREADWELL.  This  honored 


rep- 


resentative of  one  of   the    best  old    Eastern 

<-S  families,  whose  portrail  appears  on  the 
accompanying  page,  was  born  in  Dutchess  (ountv, 
X.  Y.,  September  19,  1812.  His  father.  Benjamin, 
was  also  a  native  of  the  same  county,  while  his 
grandfather.  Edward,  was  born  in  Westchester 
<  ounty.  Samuel  Treadwell,  the  great-grandfather 
and  his  wife.  Hannah  Sands,  were  married  June  20, 
1750.  They  were  both  natives  of  New  York.  The 
family  is  of  English  origin,  first  represented  in  this 
country  by  two  brothers  whocaine  here  generations 
ago  and  settled  in  Ipswich,  .Mass.  They  were 
Thomas,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1635,  and 
Edward  in  1  636. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Mary  Ililliker,  and  was  born  in 
Dutchess  County.  February  I  .">,  1790.  Benjamin 
Treadwell  was  born  August  lis.  1785,  and  they 
were  married  about  the  year  1807.  Both  died  !'i 
1867,  Benjamin  upon  January  13,  and  Mary  upon 
the 20th  of  August,  having  enjoyed  sixty  years  of 
harmonious  wedded  life. 

Our  subject  removed  with  his  parents  to  Orange 
( 'ountv  when  he  was  two  and  one-half  years  obi, 
and  at  the  age  of  ten  made  his  home  in  Cayuga 
County,  which  became  the  permanent  residence  of 
the  family.  Here  be  learned  the  tanner's  trade 
and  also  undertook  farming.  His  brothers  and 
sisters  were  Jane  Ann,  Rachel.  Nancy.  Edward, 
Letitia,  Mary,  and  John  M.  Of  this  good  sized 
family  only  Charles.  Edward,  Letitia  and  John  are 
living  and  the  latter  is  a  resident  of  Clinton 
County,  Mich. 

Charles  Treadwell  remained  at  home  until  he 
reached  his  majority  and  learned  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  assisting  his  father  in  the  tannery  and  run- 
ning   a    tannery    for  himself    at    Union    Springs, 
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Cayuga  County.  He  engaged  in  a  general  business 
in  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  for  ,-<>iih 
years,  and  indeed  until  became  to  Michigan  in 
1854.  Here  he  boughl  a  farm  which  is  the  prop- 
erty upon  which  he  now  resides  and  which  had 
heensettled  by  Ebenezer  Wesl  aboul  the  year  1834. 
The  estate,  which  adjoins  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor, 
has  been  improved  under  his  careful  supervision, 
mikI  is  mic  nl'  the  ftnesl  farms  in  the  community.  In 
1876  he  went  to  Atchison  County,  Mo.,  where  lie 
had  secured  land  in  1872,  and  there  he  remained 
for  ashorl  time  in  order  to  dispose  of  his  property. 
The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Betsey  A.  Ma- 
comber,  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  1'., occurred  May31, 
1836.  Her  birth  had  taken  place  Ma\  ■>■>.  I814,and 
her  parents  were  Zebadee  and  Rebecca  (Johnson) 
Maeomber.  Mrs.  Treadwell  is  a  woman  of  unusual 
ability  in  the  lineof  business,  and  is  the  mother  of 
tin-  following  children:  Norman  M.,  deceased;- 
(  harles  Emery,  Elijah,  .lane  and  .Mary,  deceased. 
Charles  is  a  carpenter  in  Denver,  Colo.;  Elijah 
makes  his  home  in  Saginaw, and  is  a  Civil  Engineer 
on  the  Pere  Marquette  Railroad;  Jane  is  now  .Mis. 
John  1'.  Harrell.  In  early  life  Mr.  Treadwell  was 
a    prominent    ami    pronounced    Abolitionist    and 

early  came  into  the  Republican  parts.  He  was 
reared  in  the  society  of  Friends  ami  is  an  earnest 
believer  in  Christianity,  lie  takes  little  part  in 
public  affairs,  having  resolved  in  early  life  never 
to  In- a  politician;  bul  he  enjoys  greatly  his  beauti- 
ful home  which  is  situated  upon  a  commanding 
eminence   in    the   outskirts   of   Ann    Arbor.       Mr. 

Treadwell    introduced    in    Michigan  a  noted    wheat 

which  is  known  as  the  Treadwell  wheat. 


^O 


r^\  EV.  HORACE  M.  GALLUP.     For  more  than 

\^/     one-third    of    a    century    the    name   of    Mr. 

'    \     Gallup  has  been  inseparably  linked  with  the 

religious  historj  of  Michigan,  whose  annals 

hear  testimony  to  the  integrity  of  his  <  haracter  ami 

the  brilliancy  oi  hi- intellect.     In  February,  1858, 

he  was  ordained  as  a  minister  of  the  Baptisl  Church, 

and  as  minister,  citizen  and   friend,  has  exerted  an 


influence  for  good  in  everj  community  in  which 
In'  has  resided.  His  native  place  was  in  Erie 
County.  N.  Y..  ami  the  date  of  hi-  birth  November 
8,  1826.  His  paternal  grandfather,  who  Lore  the 
given  name  of  Nathaniel,  was  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Erie  County,  settling  there  in  L808,  when  the 
surrounding  country  Mas  still  in  the  primitive 
condition  of  mat  ure. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Gardner  J.Gallup, 
was  born  in  1802  in  Hartwick,  Otsego  County. 
N.  V.. ami  was  reared  to  a  stalwart  manhood  under 
the  parental  roof.  In  1823  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Polly  S.  CregO  and  for  twelve  years 
after  that  important  event  the  young  couple  were 
residents  of  Erie  County.  Having  been  told  of 
the  wonderful  prospects  in  the  far  \Vest.tlic\  were 
unsatisfied  to  remain  longer  in  the  East  and  ac- 
cordingly they  determined  to  come  to  Michigan. 
In  1835  the\  removed  to  this  Mate  and  located 
mar  Brooklyn,  Jackson  County,  taking  up  Gov- 
ernniciit  land  and  making  a  home  in  the  wilderness. 
They  passed  through  this  county  in  "September. 
1*:!,-).  en  route  to  .Jackson  Count \ .  and  at  that  time 
there  were  only  a  few  houses  in  this  section  of 
country.  Indians  and  wild  animals  1'Oamed  at  will 
through  the  oak  openings,  while  the  few  settlers 
were  engaged  in  clearing  their  land  and  erecting 
i  tide  log  cabins. 

Nor  did  they  find  the  condition  of  Jackson 
County  superior  to  that  of  Washtenaw.  The  feu 
whose  rugged  natures  enabled  them  to  withstand 
the  hardships  of  frontier  life,  were  engaged  in 
making  habitations  of  comfort  on  the  wild  land: 
in  tin'  meantime  they  subsisted  on  such  article-  of 
food  as  could  he  obtained,  their  only  meat  being 
the  wild    animals    and    game    which  fell   victims   of 

the  hunter's  unerring  aim.  A-  the  country  de- 
veloped and  became  the  abode  of  an  ever  increasing 
population,  the  value  of  land  became  proportion- 
ately higher  and  the  pioneer  reaped  the  reward  of 
former  years  of  toil.  The  father  of  our  subject 
endured  vicissitudes  unknown  to  the  presenl  gen- 
eration and  became  prominent  among  the  earl j  set- 
tle! s.  I  le  served  a-  \—  c-sorand  in  other  Local  Offices, 
faithfully  discharging  even  dun  whether  official 
or  domestic.  A  consistent  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist  <   liurch.  he  helped  to  establish   the  liist    church 
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of  that  denomination  in  his  section,  and  his  house 
was  an  hotel  for  every  itinerant  preacher  whom 
duty  or  pleasure  called  to  that  sparsely  settled 
neighborhood. 

While  in  the  prime  of  life  the  lather  passed  from 
earth  in  November,  1846.  leaving  a  widow  and 
eight  children  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  loving  hus- 
liand  and  a  devoted  father.  The  mother  survived 
him  many  years,  and  died  in  February.  1891, at  the 
old  homestead.  She  had  attained  to  the  good  old 
age  of  eighty-five  years  and  three  months.  The 
following  are  the  names  of  the  children  horn  to  her 
and  her  husband:  Rev.  Horace  M„  of  this  sketch; 
Lucy  11..  wife  of  W.  C.  Love;  Nathaniel  ll..  of 
Adrian,  this  State;  Diadana  G.,  of  Woodstock. 
Jackson  County;  Harlow,  a  resident  of  Napoleon, 
.Mich.;  Louisa,  who  is  deceased;  Ann,  Mrs.  Trail. 
who  is  living  on  the  old  homestead,  and  Anson, 
who  makes  his  home  in  Fairmount.  Dak. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Jackson  County  and  when  he  became  of 
a  suitable  age  began  to  study  for  the  ministry, 
which  he  hoped  to  enter.  He  remained  with  his 
mother,  caring  for  her  and  aiding  in  the  support  ol 
the  family,  until  he  was  ready  to  establish  domestii 
ties  of  his  own.  lie  chose  as  his  wife  Miss  Sarah 
Turk,  of  Jackson  County,  this  State,  and  the  cere- 
mony which  united  their  destinies  was  performed 
January  17.  1849.  For  several  years  afterward 
Mr.  Gallup  operated  as  a  farmer,  while  hi,-  wife 
looked  after  the  domestic  economy  of  the  house- 
hold. In  February,  1N.">K,  he  was  ordained  as  a 
minister  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  having  received 
an  urgent  call  to  Grass  Lake  from  the  members  of 
the  Council  from  that  place  who  were  present  at 
the  ordination,  he  went  thither  and  remained  for 
several  years,  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  the  du- 
ties of  his  sacred  calling.  At  the  same  time  he  was 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Sylvan,  a  neigh- 
boring village. 

In  January.  L863,  Mr.  Gallup  was  elected  Chap- 
lain of  the  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infantry  and  was 
with  them  at  Fredericksburg.  He  endured  the 
hardships  of  bloody  war  with  the  same  courage 
which  had  characterized  his  battle  to  subdue  nature 
in  a  primeval  tract  of  land.  The  regiment  to 
which  he  belonged  marched  through  Kentucky  and 


over  the  mountains  of  Tennessee  to  Knoxville, 
where  they  were  hemmed  in  during  the  siege  and 
were  compelled  to  live  upon  a  scanty  amount  of 
brown  bread.  After  seeing  the  -moke  of  battle  al 
Jackson.  Vicksburg,  and  other  places,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Gallup  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability  and 
returned  to  Grass  Lake. 

After  his  return  Mr.  Gallup  served  as  pastor  of 
the  church  for  about  six  years  and  increased  its 
membership  from  thirty-eight  to  over  two  hundred. 
Its  spiritual  growth  was  equally  apparent  and  when 
he  left  it  in  1868,  the  church  was  in  a  prosperous 
condition.  He  remained  in  Jonesville  for  four 
years,  thence  removed  to  Leslie,  [ngham  County, 
where  he  was  the  minister  in  the  Baptist  Church 
for  five  years.  Although  his  health  failed  him  to 
such  an  extent  that  he  was  unable  to  walk  to 
church,  he  would  not  give  up.  but  was  carried  to 
the  house  of  worship  and.  seated  in  a  chair,  would 
expound  the  Scriptures  to  the  people.  In  this  way 
he  continued  to  preach  for  more  than  half  the  time 
during  four  years,  until   his  health  was  restored. 

Among  other  pastorates  held  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gal- 
lup were  those  at  Saline,  where  he  remained  three 
years.  Chelsea,  two  years,  and  again  at  Saline  for 
two  years.  In  1882  he  came  to  Ypsilanti  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  for  his  children  good  educa- 
tional advantages  and  since  that  time  he  has  sup- 
plied neighboring  pulpits,  while  retaining  his  home 
here,  lie  has  a  pleasant  residence  at  No.  &08 
Browcr  Street  opposite  the  Normal  School,  and  the 
cozy  home  is  presided  over  by  his  wife,  a  lady  of 
refinement.  Mrs.  Gallup  was  bom  in  Delaware 
(  .unity.  N.  Y..  June  20.  1830,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Catherine  Turk,  who  came  to  Jack- 
son County  in  1845.  The  only  shadow  of  sorrow 
which  has  come  into  the  home  of  Mr.  Gallup  has 
been  caused   by   the  death  of    three  of    his  children. 

but  the  bereaved  parents  have  mourned  not  as 
those  without  hope,  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Gallup 
we  note  the  following:  Lphrasin  died  in  child- 
hood; Eva  is  the  wife  of  Prof.  VV.  A.  Week,  of  St. 
Louis,  this  State,  and  for  some  time  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor in  the  languages  a1  the  State  Normal:  they 
have  one  child,  Pearl.  Deltadiedin  infancy;  Fred  I.. 
is  now  discount  clerk  in  the  first  National  Lank  of 
Ypsilanti;    Frank    A.  dual  when  only  six  years  old. 
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At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  in  this  State,  under  the  oaks  in  Jackson, 
Mr.  (ialhip  was  present  and  claims  ii  was  a  red 
letter  day  for  him.  He  also  heard  Gov.  Austin 
Blaii  deliver  his  firsl  oration  Julj  I.  1836,  when 
.lackson  liad  but  one  brick  liouse.  He  lias  been  a 
strong  Republican  ever  since  the  organization  of 
the  party,  and  socially  belongs  to  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  fellows.  A  man  of  much  natural 
ability  he  owes  his  present  high  position  in  the 
esteem  of  the  people  to  his  honesty  and  unwavering 
manliness,  lie  has  traveled  extensively,  having 
\  isited  e\  ( ■!  \  Male  in  the  Union  with  the  exception 
of  two  or  three  in  the  extreme  Northeast,  and  has 
also  been  in  Central  America  and  New  Mexico. 
But  he  unhesitatingly  declares  thai  Ypsilanti  is  the 
hesi  little  city'  he  has  ever  been  in.  and  as  an  edu- 
cational center,  without  a  rival. 


i     i  i  >  i 


^^^v^*,. 


ffiOHN  KENNY.  The  very  line  farm  owned 
by  our  subject  extends  over  three  sections 
of  Webster  Township,  overlapping  sections 
^  15.  22  and  2:i.  lie  was  horn  in  Townsend, 
Windsor  County.  \'t..  September  27.  1822, and  is  a 
son  of  Munnis  and  Patty  Kenny,  both  natives  of 
Vermont.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandsire  was 
Moses  Kenny,  who  was  of  Irish  descent,  his  father 
having  been  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  His 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Patty  Campbell, 
is  of  Scotch  descent  and  a  sisier  of  Polly  Camp- 
bell, who  is  the  mother  of  J.  C.  Wheeler.  Mu  mis 
Kenny  was  educated  in  Livingston  College  and 
afterward  studied  law  with  Judge  Field,  and  was 
admitted  to  practice  at  the  bench  and  bar  when  a 
young  man.     lie  pursued  the    profession  for  some 

year-,    his     marriage     taking     place     when     he     was 

about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  three  years 
after  this  he  removed  to  Brighton,  a  market  town 
near  Boston.  Our  subject's  father  died  April  2:t. 
1863.  He  was  horn  December  10,  1788,  and  his 
marriage  was  solemnized  January  12.  1814.  His 
wife.  Patty,  was  horn  February  21.  1792,  and  died 
February  2.  1886,  at  the  age  of   ninety-four  years. 


Alter  the  marriage  of  our  subject's  parent-  they 
continued  to  live  at  Brighton  for  about  live  years, 
there  keeping  a  market  house,  and  finally  came  to 
Michigan  in  1829,  the  family  having  lived  in 
Poultney  one  year.     Mr.  Kenny'-  sister  has  jn  her 

possession  a  -ampler  made    by     his     mother    at     the 

age  of  eight  years,  bearing  the  following  lettering: 
••l'oultney.  V  i..  July  16, 1800,  Patty  Campbell,  born 
February  21.  17'J2,  aged  eight  years." 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  following-named 
children:  Keys  K..  horn  December  8,  1839;  Eliza 
died  January  4.  1839,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years;  Martha  died  September  8,  1855,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-six  years;  our  subjeel  is  the  fourth  child 
in  order  of  birth;  .lane  died  April  ■>:>.  1881,  at  the 
aye  of  fifty-sis  years;  Laura  survives;  Charles 
Henri  died  October  I.  1882,at  theageof  fifty-two 
years.  As  is  seen  only  two  of  the  family  still  sur- 
vive. The  family  emigrated  to  this  Slate  in  IX2II. 
the  father  having  made  a  prospecting  tour  the 
previous  year,  at  which  time  he  secured  a  tract  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  Government  land, 
upon  which  his  family  later  settled.  While  en 
route  for  this  State  the  family  stopped  at  Ashta- 
bula, Ohio.  The  elder  Mr.  Kenny  cleared  a  tract 
Of  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres. nor  did  he  con- 
fine his  attention  alone  to  his  individual  interests, 
having  the  progress  of  the  vicinity  at  heart.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  that 
met  at  Detroit,and  was  elected  by  the  Whig  party. 

Munnis  Kenny  originated  the  Washtenaw  Mu- 
tual Insurance  Company  at  a  time  when  only  seven 
men  could  be  induced  to  enter  it.  They,  however, 
secured  a  charter  from  the  Legislature,  and  at  his 
death  the  company  erected  a  monument  ill  the 
Webster  cemetery  in  honor  of  the  man  who  had 
not  onl\  advanced  the  interests  of  a  company  but 
was  a  public  benefactor.  He  wasa  leader  in  many 
similar  enterprises.  The  organization  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  in  this  place  wa-  aided  and 
hastened  by  him.  He  and  his  son  Key- hauled  the 
logs  to  build  the  tirsi  place  of    worship   occupied 

by  that  people.  He  was  one  of  the  lirst  Deacons, 
and  when  a  finer  edifice  was  erected  in  I860  he 
was  one  of  the  most  generous  contributors  to  the 
project.  A  stanch  Whig,  the  principles  of  aboli- 
tion appealed  to  him     from  a  humanitarian    -land- 
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point,  and  when  the  district  in  which  he  lived 
polled  only  seven  votes  he  advanced  the  interests 
of  the  Abolition  party. 

Prior  to  coming  to  this  state  Munnis  Kenny  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Vermont  Legislature,  and 
after  coming  hither  was  Supervisor  of  the  township 
in  the  year  of  1839-40,  and  was  Township  Clerk 
from  1847  to  1849,  and  again  in  1856-57.  lie  was 
Secretary  of  the  Insurance  Company,  and  devoted 
much  time  and  attention  to  the  interests  of  this 
enterprise. 

John  Kenny  was  married  May  Hi.  1850,  to  Miss 
Adelia  Queal,  a  daughter  of  Henry  M.  and  Eliza 
(Bennett)  Queal,  both  natives  of  New  York.  The 
former  was  born  September  27.  1801,  and  died  July 
24,  1886.  The  family  located  in  this  county  in 
1835,  and  two  years  later  .Mis.  Kenny's  mother 
passed  away.  Themembers  of  the  Queal  family 
were  as  follows:  Dorr,  who  died  April  .">.  IK.">(); 
George,  whose  decease  took  place  .May  31,  1856; 
Reuben  lives  in  Webster;  .lane  and  Adelia.  .lane 
is  .now  Mrs.  Nicholas  Van  Riper,  of  Webster. 
Adelia  was  born  September  12.  1829,  in  Tompkins- 
towjij  Tioga  County,  Pa.,  where  her  family  had 
lived  from  the  time  of  their  marriage  until  coming 
to  Michigan.  She  and  her  sister  were  the  house- 
keepers for  their  father,  who  held  a  number  of 
minor  offices  in  the  township. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  has  lived  on  the  farm 
which  his  father  located  here  for  many  years,  lie 
lias  the  original  entry  of  the  land,  but  has  added 
to  the  farm  until  it  now  comprises  two  hundred 
and  sixty-three  acres.  For  forty  years  he  lived  on 
the  old  farm  before  coming  to  his  present  place, 
lie  has  just  erected  a  line  new  residence  which  adds 
greatly  to  the  appearance  and  value  of  the  place. 
The  family  that  has  been  entrusted  to  the  care  of 
our  subject  and  wife  are  named  as  follows:  Byron, 
Ossian,  Eliza,  Ida.  Munnis  and  licit.  The  first 
named  lives  in  Webster  Township,  on  Independ- 
ence Lake;  he  man  ied  Emily  Iladlev.  Ossian  re- 
sides in  Garden  Grove,  Cal.,  where  he  is  a  farmer; 
Eliza  is  now  Mrs.  Warren  Waldron,  of  Hastings, 
Neli.;  Ida  lives  at  home;  Munnis  died  November 
2K,  1K.H7.  a  victim  of  typhoid  fever.  The  youngest 
>on  is  owner  of  part  of  the  old  farm;  his  wife  was 
Miss  Hattie  Phelps,  a  daughter  of    George   Phelps. 


Our  subject  has  for  years  devoted  himself  to 
general  farming,  lie  has  never  had  ambition  to 
lill  public  office,  giving  his  whole  attention  to  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.     Both  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 

bers  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  have  1 u 

so  connected  for  twenty-five  years.  Our  subject  i> 
a  Republican  in  politics,  and  an  ardent  advocate  of 
temperance. 

Since  the  above  was  written  our  subject  has 
passed  away,  his  death  occurring  September  17. 
1891. 


|p*HOMAS  K.  TALL  AD  AY,  a  Union  soldi, a-  of 
//T\thc  Army  of   the   Potomac  and   a  prominent 

V /    citizen    residing    on    section    18,    Augusta 

Township,  this  county,  is  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  having  Keen  horn  in  Wayne  County,  Novem- 
ber 1!».  1840.  lie  is  a  son  of  William  anil  Su>aii 
(  Wayne)  Talladay,  who  were  natives  of  the  Empire 
State.  His  maternal  Grandfather  Wax  ne  was  a 
Captain  in  the  War  of  1812  and  a  relative  of  the 
celebrated  Anthony  Wayne  of  Revolut  ionai  \  fame. 
When  our  subject  was  but  three  years  old  his 
parents  removed  to  Cayuga  County,  \.  Y.,  and 
there  resided  until  their  son  was  about  twelve  years 
old,  when  they  removed  to  Niagara  County,  of 
the  same  State,  and  there  the  Original  of  our  sketch 
grew  to  manhood.  From  early  boyhood  he  lived 
on  a  farm  and  there  acquired  the  clearness  of  per- 
ception anil  physical  vigor  which  lias  characterized 
him  through  life,  lie  received  a  common-school 
education  and  as  is  the  case   with   so  many  of  our 

American  young  men.  his  advantages  ill  this  direc- 
tion were  pieced  out  by  observation  and  assimila- 
tion, lie  is  well-posted  and  a  man  who  has  read 
extensively. 

September  15,  1861,  our  subject  enlisted  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  joining  Company  11.  Forty- 
Ninth  New  York  Infantry  .and  was  assigned  to 
duty  with    the    Army  of    the   Potomac.      lie    was  a 

participant  in  the  siege  of  i'orktown  and  also 
foughl  in  the  battle  of  Williamsburg.  He  laced 
danger  in  front  of  Richmond  and  was  one  to  ex- 
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perience  the  hardships  of  the  seven  days'  retreat. 
N'i  \i  he  foughl  al  ChaBcellorsville.  Healso  foughl 
in  the  battles  of  Geltj  sburg,  the  Wilderness,  Spott- 
sylvania,  North  Riverand  Cold  Harbor,also  in  the 
siege  of  Petersburg  and  in  numerous  minor  en- 
gagements.    After  this  extensive  service  he  was 

I rably  discharged  October   18,  1864,  when   he 

returned  to  Niagara  t  ounty,  N.  "> . 

December  L6,  1865,  our  subjecl  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Ellen  Dansingburg,  of  this  county. 
She  was  bora  February  17.  1843,  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Belinda  (Critchell)  Dansingburg. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  York  State,  having 
emigrated  to  Michigan  curly  in  the  '30s,  and  set- 
tled "ii  the  farm  whereon  our  subjecl  now  resides. 
Mrs.  Talladay's  father  settled  in  the  woods,  firsl 
living  in  a  log  house,  and  she  who  is  the  compan- 
ion of  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  our  subject,  knows 
by  actual  experience  many  of  the  hardships  as  "ill 
as  the  adventures  of  pioneer  life.  Mrs.  Talladay's 
father  1 1:1-  been  twice  married  and  was  the  father 
of  eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living  at 
the  present  time.  They  are  ( ieorge  M.,  Peter,  Ann. 
Ellen,  Mrs.  Talladay,  Melinda,  Florence.  Theron, 
Jennie  and  Lee.  George  is  residing  in  Southern 
Kansas  and  Peter  in  Minnesota.  Ann  is  the  wife 
of  William  Swarthout  and  resides  in  Ovid,  N.  Y. 
Melinda  married  William  White  and  resides  in 
Genesee  County,  Mich.  Florence  is  the  better-half 
of  Henry  Stumpenhusen,  of  this  county.  Theron 
is  engaged  in  business  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Jen- 
nie is  the  wife  of  F.  A.  Fletcher,  of  this  county, 
and  the  youngest  son  is  .-till  a  business  man  in 
Rochester,  Minn.  The  mother  of  the  family  died 
in  L851  and  Mr.  Dansingburg  in  1881.  In  the 
death  <>f  Mr.  Dansingburg  Augusta  Township  lost 
one  of  her  early  ami  most  honored  pioneers. 

To  our  subjecl  and  his  estimable  wife  have  In  en 

born    two    children.      The    elder  is    Nellie,  now  the 

wife  "l  I!.  Knickerbocker.  The  younger  is  a  sun. 
Jay  W.,  a  youth  at  school.  In  1866  our  subject 
and  In-  \\itc  emigrated  to  Washtenaw  County  and 
settled  on  his  present  farm.  He  keeps  bright  the 
experiences  and  reminiscences  of  hismilitarj  career 
by  his  assuciat  ion  as  a  member  of  the  •  .rand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  belonging  to  the  post  a1  Milan.  Mr. 
Talladay  is  a   loyal,  true-hearted  s >f  toil   who 


seeks  everj  opportunity  to  demonstrate  his  un- 
selfish devotion  to  countrj  and  to  the  vicinity  in 
which  he  lives.  Politically  he  i-  a  Republican, 
that  i-.  he  casts  hi-  vote  for  President  with  that 
party.  In  local  affairs  his  proclivities  are  indepen- 
dent, casting  hi-  vote  for  the  man  whom  hi'  thinks 
lies!    titled     for    the  otliee     in    question    lather    than 

one  who  promises  to  he  a  party  tool.  He  and  his 
wife  are  active  members  of  the  social  life  of  the 
community.  While  he  is  liberal  in  church  affairs. 
Mr-.  Talladay  i-  connected  with  the  Presbyterian 
denomination.  Our  subjecl  own-  and  operates 
eighty  acre-  of  land,  all  of  which  i-  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  It  is  one  of  the  most  attrac- 
tice  agricultural  spots  of  the  district,  being  con- 
spicuous for  the  management  that,  while  making 
it  neat  ami  attractive  still  show-  prudence  and 
economy. 


EV1  WHIPPLE.     A  large  class  of  the  farm- 

fers  of  Washtenaw  County  lead  such  modest 
.    and    quiet  lives  as  to  he  seldom  heard  of 
outside  of   their  own    township.      They    are   doing 

fine  work  in  their  own  community    bul  d t  care 

to  mingle  in  the  more  public  matters  of  political 
life  and  devote  all  their  time  and  energies  to  the 
cultivation  of  their  farms  and  the  development  of 
the  resources  of  their  vicinity,  such  men  deserve 
more  mention  than  tiny  ordinarily  receive  and  we 
are  glad  to  Iliac  present  one  of  them  in  the  person 
of  Levi  Whipple  who  resides  on  section  33,  Lima 
Township. 

Mason  Whipple,  the  father  of  our  subject,  wa-  a 
son  ofEphraim  Whipple,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island 
who  removed  to  Massachusetts  before  his  death. 
Mason  Whipple  was  quite  young  when  he  moved 
from  Massachusetts  to  New  York  and  there  he  re- 
sided for  a  number  of  years  before  coming  to 
Michigan.  Here  he  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Lima 
Township  and  lived  until  his  death  which  took 
place  in  1842.  lie  wa-  married  in  Massachusetts  to 
Polly  Tiffany,  a  native  of  that  state,  and  to  them 
were    horn     lour    children — Russell.  Susan.  Almon 
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M.  and  Levi.  In  1833  the  family  emigrated  to 
Michigan.  The  father  was  a  mason  by  trade  and 
followed  that  calling  through  most  of  his  life.  He 
passed  from  life  in  1842  and  his  wife  died  in  1863. 

Levi  Whipple  was  born  July  2.">.  IS  I  7.  in  ( )ntario 
County,  N.  Y..  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  worked  on  a  farm  and  finally  in 
1843  bought  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  which  he  now  owns  in  Lima  Township.  Here 
he  was  married  to  Amanda  Owens,  of  Calhoun 
County  and  unto  them  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren— Mason,  Warren  T..  Clara,  and  Edmund  J. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Whipple  was  purchased  by  his 
brother  from  the  Government  about  the  year  183  1. 
but  not  much  was  done  upon  it  until  our  subject 
took  it.  He  has  erected  here  an  excellent  farm- 
house and  other  buildings  and  has  set  out  a  line 
orchard.  He  is  a  Republican  in  Ins  political  views 
and  has  been  attached  to  that  party  since  its  organ- 
ization, but  he  has  steadfastly  declined  to  accepl 
official  honors  preferring  to  live  the  life  of  an  in- 
dependent farmer. 
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KKIN  T.  HOOVER.  The  able  and  talented 
■  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  sheet  known  as 
'  the  Chelsea  Standard,  took  the  position 
which  he  now  holds  in  June,  1891,  a1  which  time 
lie  purchased  the  organ.  It  is  a  journal  published 
in  the  interests  of  all  classes  of  people  in  the  vi- 
cinity, catering  to  the  agricultural  class  which 
supports  Chelsea  so  largely,  as  much  as  to  the 
manufacturing  and  professional  men  of  the  town 
proper.  Its  local  news  are  full  and  yet  concise. 
and  its  editor  disdains  to  drag  into  its  columns  the 
belittling  scandal  with  which  the  pages  of  so  niaii\ 
of  our  journals  are  made  too  spicy. 

Mr.  Hoover  is  a  native  of  Grass  Lake.  Jackson 
Comity,  this  State.  lie  was  horn  January  5,  1869, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  O.  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Tiche- 
nor)  Hoover,  natives  of  New  York  and  Michigan 
respectively.  Our  subject's  father  was  educated 
in  the  first-named  State,  and  was  brought  West 
by   his  parents,  who  settled    in    Macomb   County. 


They  were  John  and  I-'auny  (Gurnsey)  Hoover. 
natives  of  New  York.  Our  subject's  grandsire  was 
here  engaged  in  fanning,  and  here  also  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  his  decease  taking  place  in 
1886. 

John  <;.  Hoover  was  reared  m  farmer  and  re- 
mained at  home  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  when  he  engaged  in  the  carpenter's  work  and 
became  a  builder  ami  contractor,  lie  now  resides 
at  Chelsea  and  was  married  in  Grass  Lake,  Jack- 
son County.  He  came  to  Chelsea  in  1879,  and 
still  carries  (in  his  trade  at  this  place.  Our  subject 
IS  one  of  three  children  born  to  hi:-  parents.  lhc\ 
being  Orrin  T..  Nettie  K.  and  Fanny   II. 

He  of  whom  we  write  received  the  rudiment-  of 
bis  education  at  Grass  Lake  and  finished  at  Chel- 
sea in  1884.  lie  here  learned  the  printer's  trade, 
and  was  thus  engaged  at  this  work  tor  four  years. 
Thence  he  went  to  Jackson  ami  worked  .-it  his 
trade  for  one  year,  when  he  went  to  Saline,  where 
he  had  charge  of  an  office,  and  there  remained  for 
ime  year.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  re- 
moved to  Detroit  and  made  that  his  home  until 
1891.  when  the  opportunity  was  offered  for  the 
purchase  of  the  paper  of  which  he  i-  now  proprietor. 
and  believing  it  to  lie  :i  good  opening  for  an  ener- 
getic and  enterprising  young  man.  he  at  once  be- 
came its  owner.  The  sheet  wa>  independent  in 
politics  and  he  aim-  to  make  its  tone  :is  high  as 
possible.  At  the  present  time  it  has  a  circulation 
of  six  hundred  and  is  meeting  with  as  greal  a  de- 
gree of  success  as  so  recently  established  :iii  organ 
can  expect,  lie  i-  ambition-  lor  his  paper,  and 
doubtless  it  will  accomplish  much  good  in  the 
community  wherein  it  has  been  established. 

.Mr.  Hoover  was  married  March  18,  1891,  to  Miss 
Mary  B.  Goodyear,  the  daughter  of  Seymour  and 
Jennie  (Purchase)  Ooodvear.  natives  of  New  York 
and  Michigan  respectively,  inn  now  residents  of 
Chelsea.  lb'  of  whom  we  write  is  a  Republican 
and  belongs  to  the  fresh  young  blood  that  lias 
been  infused  into  that  party,  lie  is  an  ardent  be- 
liever in  the  future  of  his  party  and  is  willing  to  • 
work  for  it  accordingly.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Typographical  Union  and  seeks  to  keep  abreast 
with  the  advancement  of  the  times  in  whatever 
pertains  to  his  profession  as  well  as  to  the  news  of 
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the  day.  Mr.  Hoover  is  a  young  man  who.  in  the 
parlance  of  the  present  day,  niighl  appropriately 
be  called  a  "hustler,"  and  one  who  i-  bound  to 
become  tetter  known  as  the  years  pass  by. 


V 


J 
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LVA  FREER.  Among  the  prominent  and 
enterprising  citizens  of  the  village  of 
'  Chelsea,  no  one  is  more  worthy  of  note 
than  he  whom  we  here  name,  who  has 
now  retired  from  his  fine  farm  in  Lima  Township, 
and  since  1880  has  made  his  home  in  the  village. 
He  is  a  native  of  Geneva,  Yates  County,  N.  Y.. 
and  was  there  bora  .March  28,  1*13.  He  is  a  sun 
of  Jonas  E.  and  Sarah  (Cooley)  Freer,  both  New 
Yorkers.  The  father  carried  on  a  farm  for  many 
years  in  his  native  State  and  in  1W7  came  to 
Michigan  and  made  a  settlement  in  Lima  Town- 
ship. He  at  first  bought  four  hundred  acres  with 
his  son  Aha  and  upon  this  old  homestead  he  for 
years  kept  an  hotel  and  store  and  is  well  remem- 
bered as  one  of  the  very  earliest  and  most  progres- 
sive pioneers  of  the  township,  lie  was  a  leading 
and  prosperous  man  and  was  efficient  in  helping  to 
build  roads,  school-houses  and  churches.  Being  a 
mechanic  he  buill  with  his  own  hands  his  house 
anil  barns  and  also  a  blacksmith  shop  which  he  had 
upon  his  estate  as  well  as  doing  work  for  his 
neighbors. 

Jonas  !■'..  Freer  was  warmlj  attached  to  the  doc- 
trines and  polic\  of  the  old  Whit;-  party  and 
earnest  ly  advocated  its  claims.    The  Baptist  <  hurch 

was  the  religious  home  of    hiniself  and    wife  whose 

Christian  character  "ill  long  be  remembered,  lie 
died  upon  the  old  homestead  and  his  good  wife 
was  drowned  while  on  a  trip  East  to  visit  old 
friends.  His  patriotic  devotion  to  his  country  had 
been  proven  during  the  stormy  days  of  1812.  Of 
hi-  twelve  children  five  now  survive,  namely: 
Miranda,  Mis.  Jewett;  our  subject;  .lame-  ('.; 
Sarah   A..  Mr-.  Blackney;   and  Martha  .1. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
I'.li-ha  and   Elizabeth   (Everett)    Freer,   natives   of 


New  York.  The  grandfather  was  a  tanner  through- 
out life  except  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution 
"hen  he.  like  many  another  patriotic  soul,  left  the 
plow  for  the  musket.  lie  was  devotcdh  attached 
to  the  doctrine-  and  principles  of  the  Whig  party 
and  was  a  man  of  decided  religious  views  being 
connected  with  the  Baptist  (  hurdi.  He  and  his 
good  wife  had  a  family  of  twelve  children.  (  )ii 
his  side  of  the  family  they  an-  from  German  -lock 
and  the  Everetts  are  of  French  and  Irish  lineage. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
James  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Swarthout)  Cooley,  both 
of  Eastern  birth,  where  thej  lived  and  died  upon 
a  farm.  Like  the  grandfather  on  the  other  side  of 
the  family  Mr.  Cooley  was  one  of  the  fighters  in 
the  Revolutionary  conflict  and  the  Baptist  Church 
was  also  their  religious  home.  lie  likewise  es- 
poused the  political  views  of  the  Whig  party  and 
was  an  earne-t  advocate  of  its  distinctive  princi- 
ple-.    They  had  a  family  of  six  children. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  educated  in  his  native 

State  and  had  the  usual  discipline  aiel  training 
which  come-  to  a  farmer's  hoy.  than  which  there  is 
nothing  better  for  developing  true  manliness  and 
independence.  He  was  married  m  the  year  1833 
to  Miss  Phoebe  Ann  Streeter,  who  was  born  near 
I'enn  Yan,  Yates  County,  N.  Y.  Before  coming 
to  Michigan  and  for  three  years  after  reaching  this 
State  the  young  man  farmed  in  connection  with 
his  father,  and  then  established  himself  indepen- 
dently. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Freer  "ere  Whipple  and 
Mary  (Town-end)  Streeter.  Mr.  Streeter  was  a 
teacher  in  his  younger  days  and  also  h\  trade  a 
saddler.  lie  removed  to  Knowlesville,  Orleans 
County,  \.  Y..  and  continued  therethrough  life. 
His  quiet  and  useful  Life  was  only  interrupted  bj 
hi-  services  a-  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. and  he 
ever  contended  for  the  soundness  of  Whig  princi- 
ples. He  and  his  wife  were  true-hearted  and  faith- 
ful Christians  whose  influence  still  remains.  Hi- 
death  occurred  in  New  York  and  his  bereaved 
widow  then  came  West  with  Mrs.  freer  with  whom 
she  -pent  the  remainder  of  her  days  and  her  grai  e 
1 1 1 :  i  \  now  be  -ecu  in  Lima  Township.  Of  their 
eight  children  Mrs.  Freer  only,  now  survives. 

The    parent-  of   oui    subject    were   James   and 
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Sarah  Freer,  who  were  natives  of  New  York  and 
people  of  decided  Christian  character  and  intelli- 
gence. After  leaving  his  father  Alva  Freer  farmed 
two  hundred  and  fortv  acres  of  hind  in  Lima 
Township  and  thus  continued  as  we  have  said  until 
L880,  since  which  time  he  lias  made  his  home  in 
the  village  of  Chelsea,  where  lie  has  engaged  to 
some  extent  in  buying  and  selling  village  lots. 

Six  children  blessed  his  home  two  of  whom  are 
now  Living,  namely;  Sarah  A.  (Mrs.  Woods),  and 
Mrs.  ( '.  11.  Kempf  who  has  three  children — George, 
Wilber  and  Myrtie.  One  of  Mr.  Fiver's  suns. 
George  A.,  was  a,  member  of  the  Tenth  Michigan 
Cavalry  and  died  of  consumption  in  L878.  He 
had  married  Carrie  Cole  of  Ann  Arbor  and  by  her 
had  one  son,  Fred  P.,  and  he  also  died  of  the  dire 
scourge,  consumption. 

This  gentleman  has  done  much  in  the  past  to 
improve  Luna  Township  and  has  also  been  a  prom- 
inent man  in  the  village,  lie  was  the  first  settler 
who  undertook  breaking  land  with  one  team  in 
Lima  Township  and  was  ever  enterprising  and 
successful  in  his  work.  His  wife  is  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  lie  is 
also  connected  with  that  society. 
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ANIEL  B.  BROWN.  He  who  enjoys  the 
distinction  of  being  the  oldest  surviving 
settler  of  Washtenaw  County  and  also  of 
Ann  Arbor,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  was  horn 
at  Plymouth,  Windsor  County,  Vt.,  June  12.  1805, 
and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Folly  (Jennison)  Brown, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Massachusetts.  When 
seven  years  of  age  our  subject  with  his  parents  re- 
moved from  his  native  state  to  Owego,  Broome 
County.  N.  V.  His  father  later  became  engaged 
upon  the  contract  for  the  Erie  Canal,  and  was  as- 
sisted by  our  subject  until  the  completion  of  the 
enterprise,  covering  a  period  of  seven  years. 

When  :i  young  man.  Daniel  Brown  on  one  oc- 
casion drove  a  herd  of  cattle  to  New  York  City,  and 
on  returning  home,  purchased  with   the  proceeds  a 


canal  boat  with  horses,  and  thereafter  engaged  for 
some  time  in  traffic  on  the  Erie  Canal.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Lockporl  and  was  there  engaged  on  a 
farm.  While  living  in  Lockport,  Lafayette  and 
his  son  visited  this  country  and  .Mr.  Brown  with 
fifty  young  men  went  to  Niagara  Falls  on  horse- 
back and  escorted  them  and  party  to  Lockporl 
and  had  tin1  pleasure  of  taking  both  by  the  hand. 
In  October,  1826,  he  brought  a  load  of  salt 
to  dispose  Of  in  Detroit,  and  while  then',  was  so 
pleased  with  the  surrounding  country,  that  he  de- 
termined on  making  it  his  future  home,  and  located 
one  hundred  acres  of  land  on  section  .'!2,  which  is 
now  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city. 

On  his  return  home.  Mr.  Brown  was  married  to 
.Miss  Anna  Vickery,  of  Tompkins  County,  the 
marriage  taking  place  the  22d  of  October,  1*27. 
Immediately  afterward  Mr.  Brown,  having  in- 
vested in  an  abundant  supply  of  dried  fruits 
and  having  shipped  the  same  to  Ann  Arbor,  came 
to  this  city  and  fixed  their  residence  in  a  smal' 
frame      house      where      the      first      National      Bank 

now   stands,  using   the   rear  of  the  building  as  a 

dwelling,  and  the  flout  for  a  stoic,  where  he  opened 
a  general  stock  of  goods  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  Anson  Brown.  The  brothers  continued 
in  business  together  for  about  four  years,  and  then 
Anson  purchased  the  water-power  on  the  Huron 
River,  about  where  the  St.  Clair  Mills  now  stands_ 
and  there  associated  with  Col.  Dwight Kellogg, and 
Edward  Fuller  built  the  first  flouring  mill  in  this 
vicinity.  Mr.  Brown  meantime  carried  on  quite  an 
extensive  trade  with  the  Indians,  tailing  cranber- 
ries, wild  honey  and  furs,  which  he  shipped  to  New 
York,  in  exchange  for  dry-goods  and  edibles. 

During  this  period  Mr.  Brown  served  as  Sheriff 
of  Washtenaw  County,  having  been  appointed  by 
the  Governor  to  the  position,  which  was  quite  un- 
solicited. Shortly  after  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  office  he  was  associated  in  business  with  Clark- 
son  Mundy,  a  nephew  of   Lieut.   Gov.    Mundy,  of 

Michigan.      This    partnership    continued     for    two 

years  when  our  subject  sold  out  his  interest.  He 
then  received  the  appointment  of  Superintendent 
of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  bj  the  (  ommis- 
sioners  of  Internal  Improvement.  This  road  was 
commenced  by  the  state,  and  built  from  Detro 
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Ann  Arbor.  Owing  to  thepanicof  1837,  the  State 
could  not  complete  the  road,  and  it  was  sold  to  a 
company  that  finished  it.  Mr.  Brown  remained 
with  that  road  until  it  passed  into  the  possession 
of  its  presenl  owner-.  Prior  to  this,  however,  in 
the  fall  of  lH.'it;.  our  subject  went  to  Chicago,  leav- 
ing his  family  in  Ann  Arbor,  and  formed  a  part- 
nership with  liis  brother,  Nathan  J.  Brown,  and 
also  Augustus  Garret,  and  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business,  buying  and  selling  on  commission 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres.  Aboul  1840  lie 
took  from  the  Government  several  mail  contracts, 
which  lie  had  for  three  or  four  years,  and  which 
were  fairly  profitable. 

In  IS,")  1  lie  was  affected  with  the  (  alifornia  fever 
and  made  the  journey  to  the  Golden  State  via  the 
Mississippi  River  to  New  Orleans  and  the  Isthmus, 
with  the  intention  of  engaging  in  gold  mining. 
After  a  varied  and  interesting  experience,  he  re- 
turned two  years  later  to  Ann  Arlior.  where  for 
more  than  half  a  century  he  has  made  his  home. 
living  in  his  presenl  residence.  Mr.  Brown  was 
one  of  the  original  members  in  the  organization  of 
the  Baptisl  Church  in  Ann  Arbor,and  has  officiated 
as  its  Trustee  since  its  organization.  For  forty- 
seven  years  he  was  a  Deacon  in  the  denomination, 
and  has  been  a  co-laborer  with  many  of  the  best- 
know  and  most  godly  men  in  the  support  of  <;Cp>- 
pel  work.  Mr.  Brown  has  always  been  exceedingly 
generous  in  aiding  the  progress  of  any  worthy  en- 
terprise. To  him  should  be  given  all  due  distinc- 
tion, and  in  years  to  come  the  noted  educational 
institution,  whose  reputation  noes  Ear  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  State  or  even  of  this  nation,  will  de- 
light in  honoring  the  memory  of  Mr. Brown  as  one 
of  the  five  men  who  donated  the  land  now  covered 
by  the  University  of  Michigan  in  the  entirety  of 
its  buildings. 

Of  the  eight  children  sent  to  bless  tin-  union  of 
Our  Subject  ami  hi-  gentle  and  lovable  wife,  only 
three  are  now  living.  They  are  Lettie,  wife  of 
Atwood    Brooks,    a     learned     professor    located    at 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex.,  engaged  in  educational  work; 
Mattic  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Wilder,  of  Chicago;  and 

Lucy,    who    is    at    home.      One    son.    Anson,    was   a 

Lieutenant  in  the  Union   Army  during  the  Civil 

War.  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Chantilly,  near 


Washington,  and  died  in  eight  day-.  There  an 
some  men  whose  natural  characteristics  and  inborn 
traits  ripen  with  age  as  do  the  best  and  rarest 
varieties  of  tropical  fruits,  becoming  mellow  and 
luscious  as  the  afternoon  sun  warm-  them.  So 
with  our  subject;  men  who  know  him  say  of  him. 
that   his  is  one  of  the  most   lovable   ami    amiable  of 

dispositions  and  nature-,  ami  age  ha- only  intensi- 
fied and  made  more  striking  these  characteristics 
because  of  variety.  Mr.  Brown  is  now  eighty-six 
\  car.-  old.  and  lives  in  peaceful  retirement  from  the 
fret  and  worry  of  life,  hi-  wife  being  his  loving 
partner,  as  she  has  been  his  co-worker  for  sixty- 
four  years,  she  being  al  the  present  time  also  eighty- 
six  years  of  age.  Their  home  is  a  beautiful  brick 
house,  not  modern  in  style  of  architecture,  but 
ha\  ing  taken  unto  it-ell  the  comforts  and  conven- 
ience- now  common.  It  issurrounded  b)  trees  and 
beautiful  shrubbery,  and  is  a  delightful  place  in 
which  to  pass  the  declining  years  of  life. 

Politically,  Mr.  Brown  was  formerly  an  old-line 
Whig,  but  being  a  participant  in  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party  in  1856, he  transferred  his 
allegiance  to  it,  and  has  ever  since  been  a  consis- 
tent and   faithful  supporter  of  that  organization. 

Mr.  Brown   has    passed    the   greater    portion    of    his 

life  in  this  city,  and  is  thoroughly  identified  with 
the  interests  of  the  place,  ami  is  recognized  by  all 
as  one  of  its  representative  and  most  highly  es- 
teemed as  well  a-  venerable  citizens. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Brown  accom- 
panies this  sketch. 


0. 


m 


Ife   :• 


fnViENEDICT  B.  WILLIAMS.  Dexter  has  its 
full  quota  of  vigorous,  enterprising,  thor- 
ough-going business  men,  whose  popularity 

is  based  upon  both  their  social  epialit  ie-  and 

their  well-known  integrity  and  business  activity. 

None  among  these  is  better  liked  b\  those  who 
have  dealings  with  him  than  he  of  whom  we  now 
write.  He  is  the  proprietor  and  manager  of  the 
planing  mill  and  a  lumber  dealer,  contractor  and 
general  housebuilder,  furnishing  building  material 
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and  finishing  goods,  such  as  sash,  doors  and  blinds 
and  having  special  facilities  for  bringing  out  hand- 
some ornamental  work,  besides  doing  job  work-  of 
all  kinds. 

Mr.  William's  business  "as  established  May  24, 
1876,  succeeding  the  firm  of  Phelps  <fc  sill  Bros., 
whose  mill  was  burned  about  that  time.  He  had 
been  foreman  in  their  shop  for  one  yearand  had  a 
thorough  understanding  of  the  business,  so  that  he 
was  able  to  take  it  up  and  manage  it  successfully. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  DeKalb,  St.  Lawrence 
County.  N.  \'..  December  12,  1831,  his  parents  be- 
ing William  T.  and  Amanda  A.  (  Burnett )  Williams, 
the  former  a  native  of  Otsego  County,  and  the 
latter  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  X.  V.  The  great- 
grandfather William  Williams,  was  a  Scotchman 
and  his  son  John  Williams  died  when  Benedicl  was 
a  boy  of  nine  years. 

Our  subject  early  learned  the  carpenter's  trade 
and  worked  at  it  at  Canton.  N.  Y.  In  1854  when 
in  his  twenty-second  year  he  came  with  a  brother 
Edgar  to  Michigan.  After  working  for  three  or 
four  years  at  Ann  Arbor,  he  bought  a  farm  in  1861, 
in  Webster  Township,  eleven  miles  from  Dextei, 
and  after  carrying  this  on  for  ten  years  removed 
to  Dexter  and  resumed  his  trade,  entering  largely 
upon  the  work  of  contracting  and  building.  Most 
of  this  work  at  first  was  for  himself  as  he  erected 
some  three  houses  and  employed  from  three  to 
eight  men.  He  is  a  practical  architect  and  has 
erected  the  finest  residence  to  lie  found  in  the 
county. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  Novem- 
ber 7.  1860,  the  day  after  the  first  election  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United 
States.  This  union  was  celebrated  in  Sunderland 
and  his  bride  was  Miss  Clarissa  C.  Cooley,  a  teacher 
in  the  Ann  Arbor. High  School.  Sunderland  was 
her  native  home  and  she  had  taught  there  for  eight 
years  before  coming  to  Ann  Arbor,  where  she 
taught  for  two  years.  Her  children  are  Herbert  A. 
and  Anna  I...  the  former  being  book-keeper  and 
business  manager  of  the  Courier,  and  the  daughter 
being  now  Mrs.  Frank  F.  Taylor,  of  Last  Tawas, 
Mich.,  where  hia'  husband  is  engaged  in  general 
merchandise,     she  was    before  marriage  a   teacher 

in    Dexter  for    four    years   and     lioth    she    and     her 


brother  are  graduates  of   the  Dexter  High  School. 

The  family  home  is  on  Ann  Arbor  street  near  the 
High  School  building.  Mr.  Williams  is  Republican 
in  politics  and  has  filled  various  local  offices  and 
his  good  wife  i>  well  known  in  church  circles  as  an 
active  anil  devoted  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 


\ 


ROF.  CHARLES  I'..  \  \  .M  liKDK.  M.  I).  This 
f  gentleman,  who  is  the  Professor  of  Surgery 
and  Clinical  Surgery  in  the  University  of 
Michigan,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Decem- 
ber 30,  1847.  His  father.  Thomas  D.  Nancrede, 
was  an  importer  and  wholesale  dry-goods  merchant 
of  Philadelphia,  although  born  in  Boston,  Mass., 
being  of  French  descent  on  the  paternal  side.  The 
mother  was  Mary  E.  Bull,  of  English  extraction 
and  the  eldest  daughter  of  Marcus  Bull,  of  Womb 
park.  Va. 

He  of  whom  we  write  passed  his  boyhood  in  his 
native  city  .  being  educated  at  private  schools  until 
his  matriculation  in  the  Literary  Department  of  the 
I  niversity  of  Pennsylvania,  in  June,  l*iil.  where 
for  over  two  years  he  pursued  his  studies,  until 
in  October,  1866,  he  entered  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  same  institution,  graduating  therefrom 
after  a  three  years'  course.  March  13,  1869.  He 
then  -pent  one  year  as  resident  physician  in  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Hospital  in  Philadelphia,  one 

of  the  largest  there.  Shortly  afterward  he  was 
appointed    Assistant    Surgeon    of    this    institution; 

seven  years  later  he  was  elected  full  Surg< and 

was,  when  he  left  Philadelphia,  Senior  Surgeon  of 
the  hospital.  During  much  of  this  time  he  was 
Surgeon  and  finally  Senior  Surgeon  to  Si.  (  hristo- 
pher's  Hospital  for  children,  lie  was  appointed 
Assistant  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  and  Demon- 
strator of  Osteology  and  Syndesmology  in  his  Alma 
Mater,  being  also  a  lecturer  on  the  latter  subjects 
for  some  years.  In  1883  he  took  a  second  degree 
of  medicine  at  the    Jefferson    Medical    College    of 
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Philadelphia,  and  was  later  appointed  Surgeon  to 
this  hospital  and  Clinical  Lecturer  on  disease*  of 
the  rectum  and  anus. 

Dr.  Nancrede  is  the  author  of  a  number  of  valu- 
able works  mi  surgery;  being  one  of  the  authors  of 
the  International  Encyclopedia  of  Surgery,  Woods 
Handbook  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  the  Cyclopedia 
of  Diseases  of  Children,  and  is  also  the  author  of  a 
work  on  Anatomy,  now  in  il-  fourth  edition.  In 
addition  he  has  been  a  frequent  contributor  to  Hie 

proceedings    Of    various  learned    societies  and     the 

medical  journals,  lie  was  Secretary  of  the  Phila- 
delphia County  Medical  Society,  Recorder  of  the 
Pathological  Society  and  Editor  of  its  transactions. 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
and  of  the  American  Surgical  Association  of  which 
Latter  society  he  was  Vice-President,  and  is  a  cor- 
responding member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Medicine  of  Koine.  Italy,  llewas  Prof  essor  of  gen- 
eral and  Orthopcedia  Surgery  in  the  Philadelphia 
Polyclinic  where  he  is  now  Emeritus  Professor  of 
the  same  branches,  and  was  formerly  Lecturer  O" 
Surgery  at  Dartmouth  College. 

Dr.  Nancrede  married  in  1K72  Alice  Howard, 
second  daughter  of  Francis  Dunnington,  of  Balti- 
more, Md.  In  1869,  without  solicitation  on  his 
part, he  was  called  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Regents  to  till  the  Chair  of  Surgery  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  which  position  he  fills,  as  he  has 
tilled  all  to  which  he  has  been  called,  with  great 
ability  and  success. 


ROF.    MORTIMER    E.  COOLEY.     Until  a 

*l     comparatively    recent   time   scant    attention 
•p      has  been  paid  in  our  institutions  of  learning 

to  the  combination  of    mental   and   skilled 

technical  work.  Strange  to  say,  that  out-of-the-way 

country  of  which  we  hear  so  little  in  other  respect-. 
Finland,  was  one  of  the  first  to  popularize  the 
technical  course  of  instruction.    Germany  followed 

and  brought  her  science  to  bear  upon  the  more 
natural  method.-,  of  the  first-named  country.  Amer- 
ica has  not  been  slow  to  see  the  advantages  de- 


rived from  such  a   com-,-  of    instruction   and  our 

Gover cut  is  encouraged  in  the  work  l>\  sending 

i 'i it  -killed  instructors  from  il-  various  departments 
to  the  institutions  that  are  recognized  factors  in 
i he  development  of  the  state. 

Prof.  Mortimer  E.  Coolej  i>  now  m  charge  of 
the  department  of  mechanical  engineering  in  the 
Michigan  University  at  Ann  ^.rbor,  and  i-  well 
fitted  for  the  responsible  duties  of  this  position. 
having  been  in  the  Government  employ  for  some 
time,  lie  is  deservedly  most  popular  in  this  de- 
partment, an  open-hearted,  frank'  and  prepossessing 
man  who  appeals  to  the  Students  as  much  on  the 
human  side  of  their  natures  a-  to  their  conscious- 
ness of  hi-  known  ability  as  an  instructor.  He 
was  born  March  28,  1855,  in  the  Town-hip  of 
Canandaigua,  Ontario  County.  X.  Y..  on  ,-i  farm 
about  four  mile- from  the  village  of  thai  name. 

Our  subject 's  early  year-,  like  so  many  other-  ol 
those  who  have  attained  high  positions  in  Gov- 
ernmental and  commercial  life,  were  spent  upon  the 
farm  where  he  engaged  in  the  usual  avocation-  of 
a  farmer's  son.  He  attended  a  district  scl 1  regu- 
larly  for  a   few   years,  but  a-  hi-    help  became    more 

valuable  his  advantages  were  limited  to  tin-  winter 

season.       When    sixteen    years    of    age    he  attended 

the  Canandaigua  Academy,  hiring  a  room  and 
boarding  himself  and  was  expecting  to  do  so  the 
following  winter,  hut  contrary  to  his  de-ires  he 
was  informed  by  his  father  that  he  hail  engaged  a 
school  for  him  to  teach  in  Hopewell  Township,  a 
not  distant  neighborhood. 

With  reluctance  our  subjeel  entered  upon  his 
duties.  His  interest  was  aroused,  however,  by  the 
information  that  the  school  wa-a  "hard  one"  and 
in    which    more    experienced     teacher-    had     failed. 

The  combativeness  in  In-  nature  was  aroused  and 
he  was  determined  to  make  a  success  of  it.  His 
conquest,  however,  was  not  attained  without  a 
Struggle,  hut  the  fourth  week,  in  which  hostilities 
culminated,  the  young  teacher  was  victorious  and 
this  in  itself  proclaimed  him  master  of  the  situation. 

The  next  fall  term  he  ree iieneed  attending   the 

academy,  boarding  at  home  and  walking  four  miles 
to  school  in  the  morning  and  returning  home  the 
same  way  night.  He  now,  however,  considers  this 
exercise   to  have  been  beneficial  to  him.  nor  was 
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the  time  lost  to  him  in  study  for  it  was  his  custom 
t<>  make  up  his  geometry  lesson  on  the  way.  His 
year  was  broken,  however,  by  assuming  the  charge 
of  a  school  in  the  district  adjoining  his  old    home. 

While  considering  the  prospects  of  a  college 
education,  which  were  somewhat  remote,  an  open- 
ing presented  itself  to  the  young  man  at  the 
United  States  Naval  Academy,  and  during  the 
summer  of  1K7 1  he  entered  his  name  with  the  Navy 
Department  for  an  appointmenl  as  cadet  en- 
gineer, and  was  duly  summoned  to  the  Naval 
Academy  at  Annapolis  for  competitive  examina- 
tion in  September.  His  savings  from  his  earnings 
as  schoolteacher  served  to  equip  him  for  the  trip 
and  to  pay  his  expenses.  The  examination  was 
very  severe  and  fearing  he  had  not  passed  he  re- 
turned to  Canandaigua  and  engaged  to  leach  in 
the  academj  while  continuing  his  studies.  lli> 
plans  were  changed,  however,  on  being  summoned 
by  telegraph  to  report  al  once  for  duty  at.  the 
Naval  Academy,  the  records  showing  that  of  sev- 
enty-eight candidates  examined  for  appointment  in 
September,  1874,  and  from  whom  twenty-seven 
were  appointed  cadef  engineers  in  the  navy,  Mr. 
( looley  passed  seventh  in  order  of  general  merit. 

Having  completed  his  course  at  the  Naval  Acad- 
emy in  June,  1878,  our  subject  was  ordered  to  the 
"Quinnebaug"  September  28,  and  in  November, 
1879,  was  transferred  to  the  "Alliance,"  both  ves- 
sels being  then  on  the  European  station.  On  the 
first-named  vessel  he  made  the  usual  European 
cruise,  covering  apart  of  1878-79,  visiting  Ville, 
France;  Port  Mahone.  Malaga,  ( ri  braltar,  Tangieis, 
Algiers,  Tunis.  Alexandria,  .loppa,  Smyrna.  Con- 
stantinople, Athens.  Trieste,  Venice,  Naples  and  a 
number  of  other  ports.  From  Malaga  he  made  a 
week's  excursion  to  Grenada  and  the  Alham- 
bra,  and  from  Tunis  he  visited  the  site  of  ancient 
Carthage  with  his  comrade  engineer,  \Y.  ( '.  Eaton, 
now  professor  al  Madison  University;  from  .loppa 
a  trip  was  made  to  Jerusalem.  The  trip  was  a  de- 
lightful one  and  gave  him  a  wealth  of  pleasant 
memories  and  associations.  Prof.  Cooley  has  al- 
ways been  actively  engaged  in  athletics  and  while 

in  the  Naval  Academy  was  for  two  years  Captain 
of  the  class  four  oared  crew,  and  in  fencing  with 
the  small  sword  carried  off  the  honors  of    his   class. 


On  the  . 'id  of  December,  1880,  Mr.  Cooler  was 
detached  from  the  -Alliance"  and  placed  on  wait- 
ing orders.  March  21).  1881,  he  was  ordered  to  duty 
in  the  bureau  of  steam  engineering  at  the  Navy- 
Department  and  August  2,  1881,  he  was  detached 
and  ordered  to  special  duty  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
under  the  law  of  1879,  by  which  certain  officers  of 
the  navy  are  detailed  to  certain  educational  insti- 
tutions as  instructors  in  steam  engineering-  and 
ship  building.  In  1882  he  was  commissioned  as 
Assistant  Engineer  to  rank  from  1880.  On  being 
detached  and  ordered  to  hold  himself  in  readiness 
for  sea  service  he  was  invited  to  resign  his  position 
in  the  navy  and  accept  the  Chair  of  Mechanical 
Engineering  in  the  University,  his  resignation 
from  the  navj  to  date  from  January  I.  1886. 

While  a  student  at  Canandaigua  Academy  Prof. 

Cooley    met    Miss    Carrie    E.    Moseley.  of    Fairport. 

N.  V..  then  a  student  al  Elmira  College.   December 

25,  1880,  Miss  Moseley  liecame  Mrs.  Cooley  and  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  the  prospective  charms 
of  home  life  had  much  to  do  with  his  resignation 
from  the  navy.  The  facilities  for  studying  me- 
chanical engineering  when  Prof.  Cooley  came  to 
the  University  were  very  meagre,  but  with  char- 
acteristic enthusiasm  he  overlooked  the  drawbacks 
and  planned  for  the  future  visions  of  appliances 
and  facilities  which  seemed  very  wild  at  that  time 
but  which  have  already  become  realities.  Many 
are  the  testimonials  from  Prof.  Cooley's  associates 
and  intimates  of  his  loyalty  from  the  beginning  to 
the  work  in  hand,  lie  is  a  man  whose  sclf-sacri- 
fice  and  generosity  are  synonomous  with  his 
friends,  lie  has  been  extraordinarily  successfulin 
creatine  interest  in  his  department  and  now  his 
class  is  notable  for  the  original  research  which  they 
accomplish,  the  studying  Out  of  new  problems  and 
the  proving  of  them  by  actual  results  which  is  the 
best  discipline  for  students.  Prof.  Cooley  is  fre- 
quently called  into  consultation  and  to  make  tests 
and  reports  upon  engineering  projects,  ami  many 
of  tin'  practical  branches  of  work,  especially  in 
putting  in  heating  apparatus,  have  been  accom- 
plished by  him.  Perhaps  his  principal  study  is  in 
connection   with  steam  machinery. 

In  his  studies  and  researches  the  Original  of  our 
sketch    has   accumulated  much  material  of  an  orig- 
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ina]  nature.  Article-  on  the  care  and  management 
hi'  steam  boilers,  beating  and  ventilation,  and  on 
ih''  dynamics  of  reciprocating  engines  are  among 
some  of  hi-  papers  published  that  have  been  favor- 
ably received  by  the  engineering  public.  Prof. 
Cooley  is  a  member  of  the  United  States  Naval 
[nstitute,a  fellow  of  the  American  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science,  a  member  of  the 
American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  also  of 
the  National  Association  of  Stationary  Engineers, 
and  charter  member  of  the  Michigan  Engineering 
Society,  and  member  of  its  Board  of  Directors  for 
live  or  six  years  and  a  member  of  the  America!! 
Society  of  Naval  Engineers  and  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Engineering  Society  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan.  In  the  Spring  Of  the  year  1891 
Prof.  Cooley  was  elected  to  the  Presidency  of 
the  City  Council,  and  for  two  years  previous  held 
the  position  of  1 'resident  of  tin'  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners, lie  is  a  member  of  Fraternity  Lodge, 
No.  •_'<;_>.  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Washtenaw  Chapter  No. 
6,  Union  Council,  Ypsilanti,  and  the  Ann  Arbor 
Commandery,  No.  13,  and  has  held  offices  in  all 
hut  the  (  ouncil. 


+  —  -^         "+ 


AMES  VAN  ATTA  is  a  farmer  residing  on 
section  12,  Northfield  Township,  where  hi 
has  a  beautiful  place  that  is  underan  excel- 
lent state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a  son  of  Aaron 
II.  Van  Atla.  a  farmer,  horn  in  New  Jersey  in 
.March.  1805.     lie  there  received  a  common-school 

education  and  in  183]   came  to    Michiganb)   wa\   of 

Buffalo  to  Detroit,  and  thence  walked  tn  Ann 
Arlior.  lie  remained  the  iii-t  winter  with  Nathan 
Sutton  and  in  the  same  year  came  in  Northfield 
and  located  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
the  wood-  being  so  dense  and  there  being  so  few 
landmarks  thai  he  was  obliged  to  depend  upon  a 

pocket-< pa--  in  order  to   And  his   way  tn  and 

from  the  i  ract. 
Our  subject's  father  built  a  shanty  of  split  bass 

logs  upon  hi-  place  and  thi-  in  turn  wa-  covered 
with   pole-  and  mar-li  ha\ .    This  served  as  hi-  home 


while    he    chopped    and    cleared    the    farm     foi    the 

liisi  year.     At  the  end  of  thai  time  the  shanty   was 

burned  and  in  a  week'-  time  he  had  ere<  ted  a  -mall 
frame  house,  a  part  of  that  wherein  our  subject 
now   lives.      lb'  cleared  the  trail  and  added  eighty 

acres  to  the  easl   side.  eight\    acres  on   the  north- 

- 

west,  eighty  acres  north  of  that  and  finally  forty 
acres  more,  lie  now  ha-  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  on  section  \2.  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  section    1  1  and  forty  acres  on  section  2. 

In  1832  Aaron  I'..  Van  Atta  wa-  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mi—  Heard,  and  by  her  he  became  the 
father  of  four  children.  Two  are -till  living  and 
reside  near  Lansing.  She  died  and  in  1838  li'- 
niairied  Flcnor  Dower-,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Catherine  Dowers,  natives  of  ( (range  County,  N.  V.. 
who  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  Elenor 
being  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  There  weii- 
six   children  who  were  the  fruit  of   this  union  and 

of  these  our  subject  is  the  third   i der  of  birth, 

his  natal  day    being    October   30,    1846.     Elenor 

Van   Atta  died  in   March.   1855.       Both    she  and  her 

husband  were   members  of  the  Methodisl   Church. 

The  latter  was  a  Democrat  in  politic-,  and  in  early 
days  served  as  Deputy  Sheriff  and  constable.  He 
died  in   1*77. 

( )ur  subject  received  a  'jn.nl  common-school  edu- 
cation and  began  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  lie  rented  a  farm  for  three  - 
and  in  1867  was  married  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Green  <>ak  Town-hip.  there  re- 
siding for  two  years,  a  Iter  which  he  came  here  and 
-pent  one  year.  April,  1867,  the  original  of  our 
sketch  was  united  in  marriage  to  Julia  Coy,  daugh- 
ter of  Horace  (  oy.  "she  wa-  the  youngesl  "'  1"1"' 
children,  and  was  horn  in  L846.  Her  decease 
occurred  in  1*71.  she  being  at  the  time  the  mother 
nf  niie  -on.  Frank  .1. 

In  1*7"-'  Mr.  Van  Atta  again  married,  the  lad\  of 
hi-  choice  being  Huldah  Cole. a  daughter  of  Jacob 
ami  Huldah  (Root)  Cole,  the  former  of  whom  was 
In  nil  in  \\  a  \  iic  (  mint  v.  N.  Y..  in  1799.  He  was  1  here 
married  ami  became  the  fal her  nf  five  children.  On 
hi-  wife's  decease  he  married  Huldah  Root  of  Salem 
Township,  this  county.  Thc\  settled  on  a  farm 
and  became  the  parent- nf  five  children,  three  of 
whitman-  -till  living  and  of  these  Mi's.  Van    Vtts 
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is  the  youngest,  her  birth  having  occurred  March 
24.  1854.  She  attended  the  common  school  and 
spent  three  yearsal  Ypsilanti,  after  whicb  slie  was 
engaged  in  teaching  for  some  time. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  two  daughters- 
Grace  E.  and  Blanche  M.  In  October.  1882,  Mr. 
Van  Atta  went  to  South  Lyons  and  there  engagi  'I 
in  the  agricultural  implement  business,  remaining 
there  until  January.  1891.  Socially  he  of  whom  we 
write  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  In  his 
religious  belief  lie  is  broad,  but  his  wife  is  connected 
with  the  Mel  hoi  list  Church.  He  is  the  only  Repub- 
lican in  the  Van  Atta  family  but  maintains  his 
ground  manfully  against  opposing  discussions. 
He  is  a  hearty  worker  in  local  politics  and  has 
been  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Oakland  County,  this  State, 


r~^  ENJAMTN   DEPUE,  deceased.    The  life  nar- 

LX  rative  of  the  head  of  a  family  is  interest- 
(T)   I    ing  not    only  to    his  posterity  bul   also  to 

—  the  citizens  of  the  section  in  which  he  has 
resided,  and  this  truth  is  doubly  true  when  such  a 
man  has  established  for  himself  and  his  children 
a  reputation  for  integrity,  character  and  ability, 
and  has  been  of  value  in  the  development  of  that 
portion  of  the  country  which  was  his  home.  Such 
a  narrative  do  we  have  in  this  sketch  of  Benja- 
min Depue,  who  was  born  in  Hopewell,  Ontario 
County,  N.  V.,  Februarys,  1812. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  this  young  man 
was  united  in  marriage  with  the  lady  of  his 
choice,  Miss  Louisa  Marks.  The  young  couple 
soon  removed  to  McCutcheonville,  Ohio,  where 
they  purchased  a  farm  of  forty  aero,  to  which 
they  soon  added  eighty  acres  more.  They  subse- 
quently sold  this  property  and  came  to  Michigan, 
where  they  lived  in  Wayne  County  live  years  be- 
fore coming  to  Washtenaw  County.  Mr.  Depm 
died  here  April  28,  1891,  ami  his  memory  will 
long  be  revered  as  that  of  a  true  and  devoted 
Christian  and  active  member  of  the  Methodisl 
Episcopal  Church. 

The  parents  of  our  subject   were  Moses  and  Polly 


(Crawford)  Depue.  the  father  having  been  born 
December  (1,  1785,  and  the  mother  April  15,  of  the 
following  year,  and  both  being  natives  of  New 
Jersey,  not  far  from  Paterson.  They  were  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  fifteen  children,  fourteen  of  whom 
lived  to  reach  the  limit  of  three-score  years.  The 
names  of  this  remarkable  family  are  as  follows: 
Osee,  Hannah.  Catherine.  Sallie.  William,  Benja- 
min. Hiram,  John,  Polly.  Moses.  Eliza.  Susan. 
Esther,  Nancy  and  David.  Nancy  died  at  the 
age  of  six  years,  but  after  her  decease  there  was 
not  another  death  in  the  family  until  the  young- 
est had  passed  the  age  of  sixty  years.  All  of  them 
except  William  and  Hiram  became  the  heads  of 
families. 

The  father  of  this  family  was  the  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Osee  (Stivers)  Depue,  the  former  having  been 
born  December  2,  1756,  and  the  latter  February 
12,  1759.  Moses  Depue's  wife  was  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Catherine  (Sly)  Crawford,  natives  of 
New  Jersey,  and  William  Crawford  was  one  of  a 
family  of  live  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  ex- 
ceed ninety  years  of  age.  We  thus  sec  that  lon- 
gevity was  a  characteristic  on  both  sides  of  the 
family. 

The  Depues  originally  descended  from  a  pair 
of  French  people  who  came  to  America  some  time 
during  the  seventeenth  century.  They  were  by 
occupation  farmers,  and  with  few  exceptions  agri- 
culture has  continued  to  be  the  family  calling.  In 
his  early  days  our  subject  located  in  Ohio,  when 
the  country  there  was  new,  and  it  was  in  1853 
that  he  came  to  Washtenaw  County  and  purchased 
two  hundred  acres  of  land  which  had  already  been 
somewhat  developed,  lie  placed  upon  it  sub- 
stantial improvements  and  pursued  a  thorough 
course  of  cultivation  which    largely   increased   its 

\  nine. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Louisa 
Marks.  November  2."),  1834,  and  this  union  was 
crowned  by  the  birth  of  live  children,  nanieh: 
Elizabeth,  who  married  "William  Geer  and  died  in 
Ecbruary,  1889;  Eliza,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seven;  Alvira,  who  died  at  the  age  of  si\  years; 
Wellington  II.  and  Benjamin  ( >.  Wellington  H. 
was  married,  in  1870,  to  Alice  Corvin,  and  of  their 
eight  children  live-  are   still    living.      Those  who  in 


262 


PORTRAIT   AM)    BIOGRAPHICAL    Al.l'.l   M. 


childhood  passed  over  the  dark  river  t<>  the  better 
land  .-iif  Frank  <>..  Benjamin  and  Byron,  while 
those  who  still  brighten  the  home  of  this  excel- 
Iriit  couple  are  Cora  I-'...  Edna  D.,  Nellie  Winne- 
fred    !■:.   and    Willi.-    I'.. 


^j" 


oll.N  TERNS.  The  proprietor  of  the  Penin- 
sular [ce  Company,is  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
mosl  prominent  men  of  the  Fifth  Ward.  Me 
,  i-.  moreover,  theoldesl  member  of  the  pres- 
ent Hoard  nl  Aldermen  of  iTpsilanti.  Heisa  large 
owner  of  real  estate  and  has  been  very  successful 
in  his  business  career  in  this  city.  He  was  born  in 
Luxemburg,  Germany,  in  September,  1849.  He  is  the 
sun  of  Peter  Terns,  who  wasa  farmer  in  the  Father- 
land and  resided  in  Olingen.  Our  subject's  mother 
was  in  her  maiden  days  Caroline  Maria  Bach,  who 
is  a  native  of  the  same  place  as  was  her  husband; 
she  died  in  l«(i7.  To  this  couple  were  born  ten 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest. 
Four  of  the  boys  emigrated  at  an  early  daj  to 
America  and  of  these  one  is  now  deeeased. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  in  Olingen,  Ger- 
many, and  there  received  a  good  education  in  his 
native  tongue.  When  seventeen  years  of  age  he 
was  employed  with  a  railroad  company  of  that  por- 
ti f  Germany  under  his  brother,  who  is  the  Su- 
perintendent. He  remained  in  that  position  for 
two  years,  and  then  came  to  America  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  bettering  his  prospects.  He  left  his 
home  iii  the  spring  of  1868,  taking  the  steamer  al 
Havre,  and  landing  at  New  York.  Thence  hecame 
to  Y/psilauti,  arriving  here  May  IT.  1868. 

()n  coming  to  this  place,  our  subject  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Vpsilanti  Paper  Company,  of  which 
his  brother  Jacob  was  foreman.  He  had  used  his 
entire  means  in  getting  here,  and  had  before  him 
onl\    the  hope  of  working  up.     He   was  engaged 

with  the  paper  company  for  three  years,   and    then 

entered  the  business  college  of  Goldsmith,   Bryant 
&  Stratton,  of  Detroit.    After  graduating  from  that 

school  he  returned    to    Vpsilanti.   and    entered    the 

rag  business  in  partnership  with  a   Mr.  Schaff,  the 
linn  name  being  Schaff  &  Tern-.    After  conducting 


the  business  for  eighteen  months  under  those  rela- 
tions, our  subject  dissolved  partnership  with  Mr. 
Schaff,  and  took  hi-  brol  her  Jacob  instead,  anil  from 

thai     time    they    continued    I'm-    three    years,    when 

they  sold  out  and  started  in  the  grocery  business  on 
Congress  Street,  carrying  it  on  under  the  firm  name 
of  Terns  Bros. 

Later  the  linn  bOUgb.1   out  a  -aloon  and    bottling 

goods,  and  ran  this  in  connection  with  the  grocery 
for  a  time,  finally  selling  out  the  latter  and  the 
partnership  being  dissolved, oursubject  ha-  devoted 

himself  alone  to  the  former  business,    lie  carrie-on 

in  connection  with  it  the  ice  business,  having  as 
partner  in  this  last-named  enterprise  Mr.  Crobb. 
Ii  i-  known  as  the  Peninsular  Ice  Company,  and 
ha-  been  conducted  since  1879.  Oursubject  is  now 
the  sole  proprietor  of  the  company,  and  has  three 
ice  houses  on  the  hanks  of  the  Huron  River,  with  a 
Capacity  of  live  thousand  Ion-  of  ice.  lie  does  the 
principal  business  in  this  line  here.  In  L886  he 
opened  his  sample  room. 

Aside  from  his  interests  mentioned  above,  Mr. 
Terns  owns  various  lots  in  the  city  and  some  valu- 
able real  estate.  In  1884  he  -tailed  the  manufac- 
ture of  cigars,  taking  as  partner  for  a  lime  Mr. 
Whitmyer,  but  later- became  sole  proprietor.  Our 
subject  w.as  married  in  Detroit,  in  1878,  to  Miss 
Mary  Seesing,  who  is  a  native  of  this  city.  Three 
children  have  been  the  Outcome  of  this  union: 
Kittie  is  a  graduate  of  the  Business  College;  Matie 
i-  an  attendant  al  St.  John's  Catholic  School:  the 
youngest  child  is  the  son  and  pride  of  the  family. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  served  a  do/en  years 
on  the  Hoard  of  Alderman  of  the  Fifth  Ward,  and 
at  the  pre-enl  lime  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being 
the  oldest  member  of  thai  body,  lie  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  various  important  committees,  and  al 
the  present  lime  is  on  the  (  omuiittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Electric  Light,     socially  Mr.  Terns  belongs  I" 

the  (  ierman  Work  in -man  -  Society,  being  ex- Presi- 
dent, lie  with  the  members  of  hi-  family  are  at- 
tendants to  St.  John's  Catholic  Church,  lie  i-  a 
strong  I  >emocrat,  and  ha-  been  a  dele-ate  to  county 
and  district  conventions  frequentlj  and  ha-  been 
Chairman  of  ward  conventions,  lie  i-  ai-o  a  mem- 
ber of  the  city  and  county  committee. 


)•»    J! 

PUBLIC  I 

ASTOX,    Lfc'NOA 
TUPEN  SCUNOATiex 
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ANIEL  HISCOCK.  Having  retired  from 
/,■  the  active  proprietorship  of  extensive  agri- 
cultural interests,  the  gentleman  of  whom 
we  write  makes  his  home  in  Ann  Arbor.  He  was 
born  in  Wayne  County,  Pa.,  September  15,  1819, 
and  is  a  son  of  .lames  Hiseock,  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  a  farmer.  The  paternal  grandfather 
was  Noah  Iliseock.also  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and 
of  English  descent.  The  immediate  progenitor  of 
our  subject  was  born  L788  and  when  the  War  of 
1K12  occurred  he  shouldered  his  rille  and  followed 
the  ranks. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  in  her  maiden  days 
Miss  Nancy  Sprague,  a  native  of  Massachusetts 
and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Sprague,  also  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  of  English  descent.  Nancy  Sprague 
was  horn  in  17SI4  and  was  married  in  her  native 
State.  She  afterward  removed  with  her  husband 
to  Wayne  County.  Pa.,  anil  there  resided  for 
twelve  years.  They  then  removed  to  Michigan, 
arriving  here  October  2:).  1829,  their  journey  be- 
ing made  hither  by  wagon  and  a  three-horse  team. 
The  trip  occupied  six  weeks,  during  which  timt 
they  camped  by  the  wayside,  lodging  two  nights 
in  the  Maumee  Swamps. 

The  family  settled  in  the  woods  on  section  2(1, 
which  is  now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor. 
The  head  of  the  family  carried  on  general  farming 
until  the  time  of  his  d  -cease,  which  occurred  in 
1^10;  his  wife  died  so.  n  after.  Those  were  the 
days  when  the  early  Se!  lers  suffered  from  the  ab- 
sence of  drainage  and  nearly  everyone  alternately 
shook  and  burned  with  fever  and  ague.  Our  sub- 
ject was  one  of  the  nine  children  bom  to  his  pa- 
rents, there  being  six  boys  and  three  girls.  The 
latter  all  died  when  young.  The  boys  lived  to 
maturity,  but  only  three  survive  at  the  present 
time. 

Daniel  Hiseock  was  the  eldest  of  the  family  and 
was  ten  years  old  on  coming  with  his  parents  to 
Michigan.  He  attended  school  in  Ann  Arbor  at  a 
time  when  advantages  were  limited.  He  assisted 
his  father  in  clearing  the  farm,  grubbing  stumps 
for  other  people  and  drove  a  team  comprising  four 
yoke  of  cattle,  at  the  same  time  shaking  like  a  leaf 
with  the  ague.  After  the  death  of  his  parents, 
upon  him  devolved    the    care    of    the  family.      He 


looked  after  the  younger  children  until  the}  were 
old  enough  to  take  care  of  themselves  .-ok I  then  the 
property  was  divided.  Daniel  then  commenced 
farming  on  his  own  account  in  Ann  Arbor  Town- 
ship and  traded  in  stock,  carrj  ing  on  a  large  busi- 
ness for  a  number  of  years. 

Our  subject's  farm  was  mi  section  20,  and  com- 
prised one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  On  which  he 
erected  a  good  class  of  buildings.  His  stock,  which 
consisted  largely  of  cattle,  was  of  high  grade,     lie 

also  bred  good  sheep,  both  for  the  wool  and  iiiul- 
ton.  At  the  same  time  he  was  an  extensive  drain 
in  wool  outside  of  what  he  himself  controlled. 
purchasing  in  Washtenaw  ami  adjoining  counties, 
and  continuing  the  business  up  to  the  present 
time.  He  owns  a  tine  peach  orchard,  which  will 
compare  favorably  with  any  in  tin1  county. 

On  November  10,  1847,  Our  subject  was  married 
to  Miss  Maria  White,  a  daughter  of  Eber  and 
Polly  White,  early  settlers  of  this  county,  coming 
in  1826  from  New  York.  Mrs.  Hiseock  was  born 
in  Sheldon.  X.  V..  and  was  >i\-  weeks  old  w  lion 
brought  to  Washtenaw  County.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  have  three  children,  two  boys  and  a  girl. 
Charles  E.  is  Cashier  of  the  Ann  Arbor  Savings 
Bank;  Edward  is  a  prominent  farmer  in  Washte- 
naw County;  Mary,  the  wife  of  .1.  .1.  Reed,  a 
prominent  attorney  of  Chicago.  Mr.  Hiseock  has 
served  one  term  as  Supervisor  and  has  also  been 
Alderman  from  the  Third  Ward,  holding  a  posit  ion 
for  three  years.  In  polities  he  was  formerly  an 
old-line  Whig,  but  later  became  a  Republican.  By 
energy  and  industry  Mr.  Hiseock  has  accumulated 
a  Large  property  ami  i^  will  entitled  to  enjoy  the 
comforts  of  life  in  his  declining  years. 

A  portrait  of  Mr.    His -k     is    presented  in  con- 
nection  with   this   sketch. 


*e|- 


H^i 


II    is 


pleasure  to 


^-^.  AMIT.L  P.  BALLARD. 

V^       chronicle  the  history  of   a    mail    whose    life 

retains  the  beautiful  simplicity  >>!  its  pur- 
pose and  aim  while  embellished  by  the 
amenities,  the  culture  and  advantages  that  means 
permit  one  to  enjoy.    Mr.  Ballard,  who  has  an 
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at  ilif  zenith  Of  life  in  years,  has  accumulated  a 
fortune  thai  enables  him  to  enjoy  t<>  the  fullest  ex- 
tent the  true  comforts  <>f  a  hi ■  that  is  beautified 

nut  only  by  decorative  effects  made  by  the  band  of 
man,  but  by  the  sweel  spirit  of  kindliness  ami  mu- 
tual appreciation  among  the  members  of  the  lam- 
ily. 

Samuel  P.  Ballard,  who  is  a  representative  citi- 
/.t'ii  of  Augusta  Township,  is  a  native  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y..  where  he  was  born  January  20, 
1X2-1.  He  is  a  son  of  Asa  N.  and  Elizabeth  (Henrj  | 
Ballard,  the  former  being  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  the  latter  of  New  York.  Our  subject's 
paternal  grandsire  was  a  soldieriD  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  Early  in  the  Territorial  history  of  Mich- 
igan, in  1K2.S.  and  when  our  subject  was  in  his 
fourth  year,  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  this 
county,  coming  hither  by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal 
and  the  lakes  to  Detroit,  thence  to  Ypsilanti  by 
stage  while  the  goods  came  to  Rawsonville  by  Hat- 
boat.  Asa  Ballard  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
uf  Ypsilanti  Township,  their  first  home  here  being 
made  ill  the  midst  of  the  woods. 

After  combating  with  the  difficulties  and  priva- 
tions of  pioneer  life,  our  subject's  father  departed 
this  life  in  the  year  IS  I  1.  and  his  wife  followed 
him  in  1861.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren,of  whom  only  three  survive.  They  are  Forbes 
H.,  Celinda,  the  widow  uf  .lames  Pierson  and  Sam- 
uel P.,  uf  whom  we  write.      Our  subject  was  reared 

to  manb 1  amid  scenes  uf  pioneer  life,  and  prior 

to  coming  to  his  present  location,  he  cleared  up  an 
eighty-acre  farm  in  Ypsilanti  Township,  besides 
doing  much  other  pioneer  labor.    lie  has  witnessed 

the  growth  uf  the  country  fr a  primeval  stateof 

wilderness  tu  its  present  productive  and  rich  agri- 
cultural state.  (>n  lirst  coming  here  wolves  fre- 
quently made  the  night  hideons  about   their  cabin 

with    their    howls,    and  hears  were  frequently  seen. 

deer  and  wild  turkeys  were  also  easily  attainable  by 
anyone  who  could  use  a  rifle,  and  fish  were  to  he 

had     for     the   Catching    in    the    many    stream-    with 

which  the  country  abounded,  and  it  was  not  nec- 
essary to  worrj  over  fashion,  fur  as  Long  a-  a  gar- 
ment remained  whole,  it  was  suitable  for  wear. 
Indians  were  numerous,  and  our   subject    was  often 

permitted   to  see  them  congregate  in   thousand-  to 


engage  in  the  war  dance.  These  questionable  ad- 
vantages were  however  offset  by  the  meagre  oppor- 
tunities offered  for  acquiring  an  education,  hut 
where  there  is  a  will  there  is  a    way,  and  our  siih- 

jeet   made  up  tor    main     of    the    deficiencies    of    his 

early   training   by   reading  all    that   he   could  lay 

hands    on    by    the    light    uf    the    hickury   lire  in   the 

long  winter  evenings,  and  as  papers  became  more 

Common,  he  endeavored  to  keep  himself  thor- 
oughly well  posted,  not  only  with  the  issues  of  tin- 
day,  hut  all  current  events. 

Mr.  Ballard  was  married  February  10,  1846,  to 
Miss  Huldah  Ann  Phelps,  who  was  horn  October 
17.  1826,  in  the  old  Bay  state,  she  is  a  daughter 
of  Norman  and  Huldah  .Miranda  (Harvey)  Phelps. 
Her  parents  emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1830.  This 
marriage  was  blest  by  the  advenl  of  one  son  into 
the  family  I"  whom  they  gave  the  name  of  Norman 
A..  1  mi t  who  is  now  deceased.  Our  subject  pur- 
chased the  farm  upon  which  he  now  re-ides  in 
1862,  hut  did  not  locate  upon  it  until  1863.  His 
tract  is  not  a  widi  one.  containing  but  forty  acre-. 
but  it  is  kept  iii  the  must  perfect  order,  and  culti- 
vated to  the  greatest  possible  extent.  There  is  upon 

it  an  elegant    residence  that  is    fitted   out    with    the 

must  modern  conveniences,  and  furnished  must 
beautifully,  showing  that  the  taste  employed  in 
bringing  the  various  article-  uf  decoral  ion,  use  and 
vertu  is  uf  the  must  refined  and  exquisite  nature. 
(in  entering  the  home  the  visitor  is  impressed  with 
a  sense  of  the  culture  and  refinement  shown  in  all 
the  appurtenances  <>(  the  place  rarelj  found  in  ru- 
ral homes. 

Mr.  Ballard  has  served  in  various  capacities  in 
local  offices  uf  the  township,  having  been  <  ommis- 
sioner  of  Highways  fur  six  years.  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  four  year-,  and  since  1863  he  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  Grange  society, 
and  has  served  in  various  capacities.  He  belongs  to 
Grange  No.  52,  Augusta  Town-hip.  having  forsev- 
eral  years  been  Master  of  the  fraternity,  lb  has 
also  served  as  Secretary,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
lias  been  Lecturer.  Prior  to  coming  here  lie  was 
Treasurer  of  Pomona  Grange,  located  at  Ypsilanti. 
lie  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  promi- 
nently known  in  the  State  as  the  writer  of  articles 
that  most  ably  set  forth  the  advantages  pertaining 
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in  Grange  societies,  nor  dot's  he  confine  himself  to 
this.  Iml  discusses  in  the  topics  which  he  takes  up, 
the  leading  issues  of  the  daj'.  He  lias  much  abil- 
ity in  metrical  writing,  and  his  poems  arc  charac 
terized  by  a  delicacy  as  well  as  strength.  Politically 
Mr.  Ballard  is  a  Prohibitionist,  lie  is  a  prominent 
and  representative  pioneer  of  the  county. 

Oui  subject  and  his  wife  have  ever  been  useful 
and  interested  membersof  society, and  are  now  en- 
joying the  consciousness  of  a  life  well  spent.  For 
a  number  of  years  Mrs.  Ballard  was  before  the  pub- 
lic as  a  lecturer.  The  general  subject  of  her  dis- 
courses was  harmonica]  philosophy,  and  under  this 

head  she  lectured  on  various  topics,  and  ac- 
quired a  pleasing  reputation  throughout  the  State. 
She  was  also  frequently  called  upon  in  years  past, 
to  preach  funeral  sermons,  and  offer  consolation 
tn  bereaved  families.  She  is  a  lady  of  large  and 
varied  mental  ability,  and  is  a  lit  companion  for 
her  talented  husband.  Both  are  highly  esteemed 
and  respected  members  of  their  community.  They 
have  numerous  friends  who  wish  them  many  years 
of  enjoyment  of  the  good  things  of  this  life.  They 
arc  known  far  and  wide  for  their  extended  hospi- 
tality which  is  dispensed  with  a  lavish  hand. 


MASA  FARRINGTON  KHSTNE,  A.  M.,  M. 
I).,  now  the  oldest  practicing   physician  of 
Vpsilanti.  located  here  in    1850,  when    feu 
qJ  indications  of  the  present  prosperity  of  the 

city  were  apparent,  lie  has  since  been  closely  iden- 
tified with  the  growth  of  the  place  and  has  watched 
with  keen  interest  its  progress  until  it  is  now  num- 
bered among  the  most  thriving  and  important 
cities  of  the  State.  By  his  success  in  his  chosen 
work  he  has  won  an  excellent  reputation  as  a  phy- 
sician and  thi'  good  will  of  the  citizens.  His  office, 
one  of  the  finest  ill  the  county,  is  supplied  with  a 
full  line  of  medical  literature  and  every  conven- 
ience for  the  prosecution  of  his  studies  and  inves- 
tigations iii  the  science  of  therapeutics. 

Dr.  Kinne  is  a  native  of  Vermont  and  was  born 
at  Waterford,  April  13,  L813.  His  father.  Nathan 
Kinne,  was  born  in  Pomf ret.  Conn.,   and   arew   to 


years  of  maturity  in  his  native  Slate,  where  he  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Farrington.  He  removed  to 
Vermont    where    he    followed    agricultural    pursuits 

and  lived  to  the  good  old  age  of  ninety  years. 
Among  the  younger  generation  he  was  highly  es- 
teemed as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  portion  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  while  as  a  friend  and  citi- 
zen, he  was  generous,  uprighl  and  conscientious  in 
the  discharge  of  every  duty.  Unto  him  and  his 
good  wife  nine  children  were  born,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  seventh  ill  order  of  birth. 

During  the  early  years  of  Dr.  Kinne  our  country 
was  recovering  from  the  commercial  prostration 
resulting  from  the  War  of  1812.  In  every  depart- 
ment of  labor  a  new  impetus  was  being  felt  and 
the  nation  was  taking  grand  and  sweeping  strides 
towards  its  proud  position  in  the  world.  His  father 
being  comparatively  well-to-do,  our  subject  re- 
ceived the  advantages  of  a  u 1  education  and  to 

say  that  he  improved  to  the  uttermost  the  oppor- 
tunities afforded  him.  is  merely  stating  what  actu- 
ally Occurred.      At  an  early    age     he    manifested    a 

desire  for  investigations  in  the  sciences  and  the 
deeper  lines  of  research.  After  taking  a  thorough 
course  of  study  in  Dartmouth  College  he  was  grad- 
uated from  this  well-known  institution  in  the  Class 
of  '.'(7,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.   15. 

For  a  time  after  he  finished  his  collegiate  educa- 
tion our  subject  followed  the  profession  of  teaching, 
and  with  the  money  thus  earned  and  carefully 
saved  he  was  enabled  to  pursue  the  study  ofmedi- 
cine  in  the  college  from  which  he  had  previously 
graduated.  He  is  a  graduate  also  of  the  medical 
department  of  that  institution,  after  which  iii  Is  I  I 
he  located  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  ( Ihes- 
shire  County,  N.  H.  Prior  to  going  there  he  was 
married  in  .luly  1840,  to  Mis>  Susan  (  >.  Smith,  the 
ceremony  which  united  their  destinies  being  cele- 
brated al  Hanover,  \.  II.  Of  this  union  three 
children  were  horn,  iml  onh  one  now  survives — 
Laura  A.,  the  wife  of  Lucius  W.  Mills,  of  Mason, 
Mich.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  Vpsilanti,  in 
December,  1859. 

After  practicing  his  profession  in  New  Hamp- 
shire for  nine  years,   Dr.   Kinne  resolved   to  come 

West     where    ill    (he    rapidly    growing    districts    Ol 

Michigan  he  hoped   to   find  a  larger    Meld    for  his 
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practice.  Nor  has  lie  been  disappointed)  in  ln>  ex- 
pectation. In  1850  he  came  to  this  place,  then  a 
small  village,  with  bare  and  uninviting  surround- 
ings. During  the  fall  after  bis  arrival  the  founda- 
tion of  Union  School  was  laid,  and  little  by  little 
other  important  improvements  were  made  which 
affected  the  well  being  of  the  community.  In  1851 
Dr.  Kinne  was  President  of  the  Town  ( louncil,  and 
under  liis  able  administration  much  was  done  to 
benefit  the  place  .'111(1  attracl  hither  a  desirable 
class  of  settlers. 

Upon  coming  to  Ypsilanti  the  Doctor  located  on 
the  corner  of  Cross  and  Adams  Streets,  where  he 
bought  property  and  has  since  lived.  For  forty- 
one  years  he  has  made  his  home  al  this  same  cor- 
ner; he  came  here  in  the  prime  of  a  vigorous  man- 
hood and  in  the  same  pleasanl  home  he  is  passing 
the  declining  days  of  a  well  spent  life.  Thougli 
almost  four-score  years  old,  he  is  hale  and  hearty, 
and  his  excellent  preservation  of  the  faculties  of 
body  and  mind  he  owes  in  no  small  measure  to 
his  temperate  habits,  lie  has  always  been  consid- 
ered one  of  the  besl  physicians  in  the  county  and 
has  been  called  in  consultation  in  critical  cases  even 
beyond  the  limits  of  this  section  of  country.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  County 
Medical  Society,  the  State  .Medical  Society,  and 
the  National  Medical  Association.  He  has  never 
taken  an  active  part  in  political  matters,  finding  a 
sufficient  outlet  for  his  energies  in  the  duties  of 
his  profession  and  the  pleasure  of  domestic  ties. 
The  cause  of  education  has  ever  found  in  him  a 
warm  friend  anil  his  time  and  abilities  have  been 
cheerfully  given  to  the   promotion   of  educational 

facilities.      He  served  as  a    member    of    the     School 

Hoard  for  nine  years  and  rendered  efficient  service 
in  advancing  the  standard  of  education. 

On  April  •'!.  1862,  the  interesting  ceremony  was 
performed  which  united  in  marriage  Dr.  Kinne  and 
Mrs.  Jennie  S.  Bristol,  who  was  then  residing  in 
Jonesville,  Mich.  Mrs.  \h.  Kinne  was  born  in' 
Scottsvillc.  N.  V..  but  came  to  this  State  when 
quite  young,  she  and  the  Doctor  sustained  a 
severe  bereavemenl  in  the  death  of  one  of  their 
children,  when  nine  years  old.  The  three  who 
survive  are  named  --Florence  1!..  Genevieve  and 
F.dmond   P.      The  daughters    are    talented    and    ac- 


complished \ i n i ii o'  Ladies  who  have  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  the  University  of 
Michigan,  while  the  son, a  bright  and  promising 
lad  of  fifteen  year-,  i-  -till  in  school.  The  various 
members  of  the  family  find  a  religious  home  within 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  always  read\  to 
promote  the  various  benevolenl  enterprises  which 
appeal  to  their  charity. 


r 


j        EONHARD  GRUNER,  dealer  in  boots  and 

Cd   shoes  and  having  one  of  the  finest  establish- 

I    \ 

I \    m ente  of  the  kind  in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor, 


was  bom  in  the  village  of  Windecken,  near  Frank- 
furt, Germany,  December  15,  1835.  He  is  the  son 
of  Philip  and  Caroline  (Osius)  Gruner.  Thefather 
emigrated    to  the  United  stale-  in   1855  and   siill 

survives,  the    proprietor  of    a    farm    in    Wa-lilciia  w 

County,  whereon  the  mother  died  in  1870.     Their 

family  comprised  eleven  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  eldest,  but  of  these  only  three  arc 
now  living.  One  brother,  George,  gave  up  his  life 
in  the  late  war. 

The  boyhood  and  school  days  of  Leonhard 
Gruner  were  passed  in  his  uativc  country,  remain- 
ing there  until  eighteen  year-  of    age.     Quitting 

scl 1  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  began  clerking  in 

a  store  and  in  ls,">|  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
landing  in  New  York  City.  Thence  he  came 
direct  to  Fredonia,  this  county,  where  he  -pent  his 
lirst  winter  in  this  country.  In  1856  he  came  to 
.Vnn  Arbor  and  was  employed  as  a  clerk  by  Will- 
iam s.  Maynard,  with  whom  he  remained  for  a 
time.  Heafterward  clerked  for  Stebbins  &  Wilson 
and  then  was  with  Charles  Thompson,  a  dry-goods 
merchant,  in  all  about  ten  years  in  the  same  capa- 
city. He  then  formed  a  partner-hip  with  A.  D. 
Sevier,  under    the    linn    name  of   Sevier   &   •■inner. 

and  embarked  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  and 
was  \  er\  successful  in  the  venture.  The  partner- 
ship la-ted  for  several  jrears  and  on  being  dissolved 
tin  -to.u  was  divided,  our  subject  continuing  in 
the  I t  and  -hoc  trade,  hi-  present  store  being  at 

No.  8,  S.   Main    Street,  where  he  carries  a   large  and 
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well-selected  slock  of  fool  coverings  from  the  besl 
Eastern  manufacturers.  Mr.  Gruner  has  a  large 
acquaintance  in  the  city  and  this  in  connection 
with  his  gentlemanly  ways  of  dealing  lias  given 
him  control  of  a  line  business.  His  store  room  is 
20xti(i  feel  in  dimensions  and  arranged  with  great 
nicety  ;ni<l  also  with  an  eye  t"  convenience. 

Air.  Gruner  was  married  in  1859  to  Miss  Fanny 
Osius,  nt'  Freedom,  this  county.  She  is  a  native  of 
Michigan  and  a  daughter  of  William  Osins,  Esq. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  arc  the  parents  of  four 
children- — two  living,  Emily  and  Leo.  the  lasl 
named  .'i  clerk  in  his  father's  store.  Mi'.  Gruner  is 
a  member  of  the  School  Board  and  has  been  Trus- 
tee of  the  same  for  a  number  of  years,  lie  is  also 
Vice-President  and  Director  of  the  Michigan  Fur- 
niture Company  and  a  Director  in  tin'  Ann  Arbor 
Savings  Hunk,  lie  has  a  beautiful  home  located 
at  No.  1!*  N.  .Main  Street.  The  resilience  is  well 
built  and  attractive, and  the  surroundings  are  most 
pleasing.  Within  the  home  is  seen  nil  the  grace 
and  delicacy  which  the  refined  taste  of  a  cultured 
woman  is  capable  of  giving. 


— !  LLIOTT  &  SHUTTS.  The  gentlemen  whose 
names  arc  quoted  above  are  the  proprietors 
of  the  Occidental  Hotel  and  of  the  i'psi- 
lanti  Sanitarium.  This  last  named  establishment 
was  first  opened  January  10,  1884,  and  continued 
at  that  time  for  about  two  years,  giving  sixteen 
hundred  baths  the  Mist  year.  While  Mr.  Elliott  is 
the  superintendent  of  the  Sanitarium.  Mr.  Shutts 
assumes  the  management  of  the  Occidental  Hotel 
with  which  the  Sanitarium  is  connected.  That 
the  mineral  waters  compare  favorably  with  those 
of  well-known  mineral  springs  in  other  parts  of 
the  United  States,  has  been  a  long  established  fact 
with  which  Mr.  Elliott  was  familiar,  and  realizing 
the  benefits  to  the  city  of  a  properly  conducted 
Sanitarium,  a  subscription  was  raised  among  the 
business  men  for  the  work  of  refitting  the  plant, 
which  included  the  cleansing  and  repacking  of  the 
Moorman  well.  Already  the  result  has  been  grati- 
fying, as  many  from  a    distance    have    been  bene- 


fited by  the  treatment  here.  The  establishment  ill 
itself  is  attractive  ami  comfortable,  there  being 
new  furniture,  bedding,  linen  ami  appliances  anil 
skilled  attendants,  whose  life  work  has  been  the 
care  of  such  patients  as  the  waters  of  this  well  are 
adapted  to.  The  Sanitarium  comprises  forty  large, 
well-ventilated  bathrooms,  with  elegant  parlors  for 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  smoking  and  reading  rooms 
ami  all  modern  conveniences. 

The  entire  building  is  heated  by  steam  and  each 
room  is  connected  with  the  office  by  electric  bells. 
The  establishment  is  located  in  the  heart  of  the 
city  and  adjoining  the  principal  hotel.  A  careful 
analysis  Of  the  waters  that  :ire  here  used,  made 
by  one  of  the  most  skilled  chemists  in  the  State, 
shows  the  properties  to  be  numerous  and  such  as 
would  benefit  a  ureal  number  of  people.  Because 
of  these  baths  the  name  of  this  beautiful  town  is 
getting  to  he  as  famous  as    that   of  Saratoga,  N.  Y.. 

and  deservedly  so.     The  curative  properties  of  the 

waters  here  found  are  said  by  Mr.  W.  I).  St.  Clair, 
formerly  of  the  Chicago  Times  to  far  excel  any 
waters  on  earth.  He  goes  on  to  say  that  he  makes 
this  assertion  advisedly  as  he  has  visited  most  of 
the  springs  in  Europe  ami  America  foi  health  pur- 
poses. ''Suffering  from  severe  throat  and  stomach 
trouble  in  1882,  I  spent  six  weeks  at  Ems,  Ger- 
many, receiving  little  if  any  benefit,  either  from 
the  waters  there  or  from  medical  treatment,  being 
under  the  care  of  some  of  the  mosl  eminent  physi- 
cians, including  Dr.  Vulert  of  Geneva,  Switzerland. 
Coming  hack  after  a  year's  search  for  health, 
through  accident  1  found  these  waters,  tested  their 
Curative  properties  anil  was  thoroughly  cured  in 
less  than  half  the  lime  spent   in  Europe. 

"This  winter  just  passed  I  had  a  very  severe  at- 
tack of  the  grip,  which  left  me  with  rheumatic 
troubles  in  various  parts  of  my  body.  It  being  loo 
cohl  to  go  to  Ypsilanli  1  returned  to  'Happj 
Woods,'  l.a..  my  winter  home  from  Chicago, 
where  I  had  been  on  business  and  where ]  had  con- 
tracted a  severe  cold,  thinking  that  the  sun  would 
drive  it  away,  hut  I  found  it  would  not.  not  even 
with  the  help  of  some  of  the  ablest  physicians  of 
New  Orleans.  I  went  to  Abitha  Springs,  Mi~s..  be- 
ing advised  to  do  so  by  a  couple  of  friends.  Mr. 
Page  Baker,    owner   and    publisher   of  the  Times- 
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Denwcrut,  and  Judge  < ».  I!.  Sansun,  both  of  New 
Orleans.  I  staid  but  a  very  shorttime there, being 
fully  impressed  thai  Hoi  Springs,  Ark.,  was  the 
best  place  for  rheumatic  and  neuralgic  troubles.  I 
remained  sis  weeks  al  ili<'  Park  Hotel  under  the 
care  part  of  the  time  of  the  two  greatest  doctors 
mi  earth  for  those  diseases — Drs.  Garnetl  and 
Greenway.  My  case  was  not  helped.  From  there 
I  went  to 'Happy  Woods.'  La.,  for  it  was  said  by 
mam  that  relief  would  come  as  it  often  did  on  re- 
turning home.  hut  it  did  not.  I  hastened  toYpsi- 
lanti  and  commenced  taking  baths  in  the  bath- 
house connected  with  the  Occidental  Hotel,  and 
without  medical  attention  1  am  happy  to  say  that 
alter  a  very  short  period  I  am  nearly  well." 

Wells  have  been  discovered  in  various  portions 
of  the  United  States,  having  powerful  calybeate 
and  mineral  properties  to  which  the-  germs  of  var- 
ious diseases  succumb.  Undoubtedly  that  which 
Yp-ilanti  boasts  is  of  exceptional  virtue  and  for 
nervous  troubles  and  skin  diseases  particularly  is 
peculiarly  beneficial. 
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ON.  SAMUEL  G.  IVKN.  The  dignified  and 
j  gentlemanly  President  of  the  Chelsea  Sav- 
'  ingS  Bank  and  a  man  who  enjoys  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  all  in  the  beautiful 
little  city,  which  is  located  most  advantageously 
on  the  Michigan  Central  Road  and  commands  a 
large  extent  of  most  beautiful  farming  land  that  is 

well   watered    and    drained,  is  he  whose    name    is  at 

the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  is  a  native  of  Lansing, 
Tompkins  County,  X.  Y..  and  was  horn  December 
21,  1812,  being  a  son  of  Orrin  and  Mary  (Gibbs) 
[ves,  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  The  father  en- 
gaged in  farming,  although   he  had  the  advantage 

of  a  trade,  which  was  that  of  a  I t  and  shoe  maker. 

In  1837  he  removed  to  Michigan  ami  settled  in 
Livingston  County,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  hi-  life,  his  deceas<  occurring  about   1858. 

Our  subject's  immediate  progenitor  was  one  of 
the  men  who  was  ever  ready  to  Bght  for  home  and 

country;    he  was    in    the  War    of     1812    and     was   a 

loyal  and  faithful  subject  of  the  L'nion.     A   Jack- 


sonian  Democrat  in  his  political  belief,  in  his 
church  relations  he  worshiped  with   the  believers  in 

the  simple  and  unpretentious  creed  and  customs  of 
the  early  Methodists.  He  and  hi-  wife  were  the 
parents  of  nine  childrn  whose  name-  are  a-  fol- 
lows: Samuel  (  ...  our  subject ;  Elizabeth  .lane.  15.  1.. 
Almira.  William  11..  (  y  nt  Ida.  Darin-  and  Simeon. 
I.uc\  married  Samuel  Holaday;  the  Rev.  B.  [.Ives 
is  a  noted  divine  of  New  York  City,  lie  has  dedi- 
cated more  churches  than  any  Other  man,  not  only 
traveling  throughout  America  but  being  in  de- 
mand in  Canada. 

(  )ur  subject 's  paternal  g rand  -ire  was  Josiah  Ives. 
a  native  of  the  Quaker  State,  although  he  lived 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  New  York  ami  was 
there  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a  man  of  high 
moral  character  and  principle-  and  a  truly  Christian 
gentleman",  taking  an  active  part  in  church  matters. 
Our  subject's  mother  wasadaughter  of  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth  (Holmes)  Gibbs,  natives  of  New  York; 
the  former  there  was  :i  prominent  man  and  held 
various  Offices  for  more  than  forty  year-.  lie  was 
the  head  of  a  large  family,  ten  children  having 
been   welcomed    to   the    fireside,     lie.  too.  was    a 

Jacksonian   Democrat,  and  ill   his  personal  life  lived 

the  purest  Christian  principles. 

Samuel  <;.  [ves  wa-  reared  a  fanner  and  at  fif- 
teen years  of  age,  after  assimilating  a  fair  amount 
of  learning  and  a  large  amount  of  mischief  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  place,  he  started  out 
in  life  for  himself,  working  out  by  the  month  for 
seven  years.  During  this  time  he  succeeded  in  lay- 
ing up  some  money  and  became  the  owner  of  a 
horse,  harness  ami  buggy.  In  1835  he  traded  these 
possessions  for  eighty  acres  of  land  in  the  wild-  of 
Michigan,  Livingston  County, near  where  Unadilla 
now  stands.  lie  was  at  that  time  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  leaving  hi-  native  State  unhampered 
bv     family    obligations    and    blessed     with     health. 

Entering    the  W Is    he    found   his   land  and  soon 

after  traded  for  a  tract  two  mile-  beyond  an  j  road. 
Ai  that  time  there  was  not  a  house  al  Lansing  and 

the    surrounding   country   was  a   wilderness.      Such 

an    unpromising  condition   of  affairs  wa-  a  severe 

test   to  a   man's  belief  in   the  future  of  the  country. 

Locating  his  land  our  subject  immediately  cut 
down  some  tree-  and    built    a  log  house,  setting 
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about  improving  hi*  eighty  acres  by  cutting  off 
the  timber  and  burning  and  clearing  his  land. 
Later  in  life,  determining  that  he  would  be  happier 
and  better  for  a  congenial  helpmate  and  compan- 
ion, he  induced  Louisa  Hedden  ti>  become  his  bride. 
She  was  a  New  Yorker  by  birth  and  education  and 
the  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Josiah  and  Hannah 
(Belnapp)  Hedden.  He  broughl  his  young  bride 
to  their  home  in  the  Michigan  wilderness,  and  to- 
gether they  began  life  in  the  log  house,  and  he 
found  in  her  a  willing  and  loving  companion  to 
meet  with  him  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  They 
have  lived  to  see  the  wilderness  blossom  as  the 
rose;  happy  homes  sprinii'  up  where  before  was  Only 
a  playground  for  hears  and  deer,  and  they  t hem- 
selves  have  prospered  and  are  the  owners  of  a 
beautiful  home. 

Our  subject  added  piece  after  piece  of  land  to 
his  eighty  acres  until  he  was  the  possessor  of  a 
well-improved  farm  containing  nearly  a  section  of 
land.  The  little  log  house  gave  way  to  a  beauti- 
ful brick  residence  which  was  enlivened  by  the 
presence  of  nine  merry  children.  They  did  not. 
however,  escape  trouble,  for  sickness  visited  the 
home  and  Mrs.  Ives  was  called  to  her  eternal  resl 
in  L871.  Of  the  children  who  survive  the  follow- 
ing are  the  names:  Lucius  II..  Frank  E.,  Josie^ 
Homer  and  Jenny.  The  first-named  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Cowan  and  is  the 
father  of  two  children — Frank  and  Winnie.  lie 
is  now  engaged  in  farming  at  Mason,  this  State; 
Frank  F.  married  Mary  Bird  and  also  has  two 
children — Mabel  and  Lucius;  they  reside  at  the 
old  homestead;  Josie  is  now  Mrs.  Watts,  of  Dan- 
ville, this  State;  Homer  married  Katie  (  iodfrey  and 
is  the  father  of  four  children — Wirt  G.,  Edna, 
Jenny  and  Hoy;  Jenny  married  Mr.  Parker  and  is 
a  resident  of  Chelsea.  The  deceased  are  Horatio 
and  Louisa,  who  was  the  wife  of  John  Watson. 

Our  subject  was  again  married,  his  bride  being 
Mrs.  Mary  F.  Duncan,  of  Livingston  County,  this 
state,   and    a    daughter    of    John    and     Margaret 

(Davenport  )  Watson,  natives  of  New  York;  the 
former  was  a  cooper  by  trade  and  also  farmer, 
coming  to  Michigan  in  1*11  and  settling  in  Living- 
ston County,  and  Mr.  Watson  there  died.  The 
mother    passed   away  in    her    native   Slate.     The\ 


were  the  parents  of  three  children:  .lane.  Mrs.  l.iv- 
ermore;  Mary  F..  the  wife  of  our  subject,  and  Mar- 
garet who  married  Willis  Atkins. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  Ives  is  well  known  throughout 
the  State.       He  has  been   elected  twice  to    the    State 

Legislature  from    Livingston    County,  bill   served 

three  times,  there  being  a  special  session  during 
his  term  of  office.  He  was  appointed  State  Elector 
at  the  second  election  of  Gen.  Grant.  He  hasalso 
served  as  President  of  the  Village  Board.     He  has 

held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eighteen 
years  and  has  been  associated  with  the  highest 
State  officials  in  public  matters.  The  original  of 
our  sketch  supplied  the  Asylum  farm  of  three 
hundred  acres,  of  which  he  had  charge,  with  horses, 
cattle  and  sheep.  He  is  a  large  landowner  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  Michigan  and  is  connected  with  many 
enterprises.  He  came  to  Chelsea  in  1871  and  with 
Mr.  Glazier  founded  the  State  Savings  Hank  in 
this  city,  and  he  has  since  been  its  President.  Out- 
side of  his  banking  business  our  subject  loans 
money  and  deals  in  real  estate.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  his  political  belief  and  with  his  wife  worships 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination.  He 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  church  matters  for 
several  years  and  is  now  Steward,  Class-Leader 
and  Trustee. 
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LINTON  W.  MEAD,  M.  I).  The  medical 
profession  in  Ypsilanti  i>  represented  by  a 
number  of  skillful  practitioners,  who  have 
an  extended  knowledge  of  therapeutics,  skill  in 
their  use  and  an  enviable  reputation  as  physic- 
ians of  ability.  Prominent  among  them  is  Dr. 
Mead,  who  in  1888  removed  hither  from  Dundee 
for  the  two-fold  purpose  of  educating  his  children 
and  having  a  larger  field  for  practice.  A  oativeof 
(  andor,  N.  V.,  he  was  born  August  28,  1836,  and 
is  the  son  of  William  B.  and  Arville  (Winslow) 
Mead.  The  lather,  whose  birth  occurred  July  3, 
1795,  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  (he  township 
of  Candor,  Tioga  (  ounty,  N.  V. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  William 
Bates  M<  ad.  was  a  native  of  Yerinena  Township.  \'t. 
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Not  long  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  w  ai 
he  emigrated  to  New  York  State,  the  removal  being 
made  overland  with  an  ox-team.  When  he  reached 
Tioga  County  the  surrounding  country  was  a 
wilderness,  inhabited  only  by  wild  animals  and 
wilder  savages.  Grandfather  Mead,  immediately 
after  arriving  in  the  Empire  State  selected  a  loca- 
tion, then  felled  a  large  pine  tree  from  which  be 
peeled  the  bark  and  made  a  place  for  himself  and 
bis  wife  to  sleep  until  he  could  build  a  shanty. 
Three  weeks  were  passed  in  this  primeval  fashion 
and  then  the  little  family  removed  into  the  hul 
which  the  father  had  prepared  for  them.  On  one 
occasion  when  the  father  of  our  subjeel  was  an  in- 
fant, a  bear  came  into  the  cabin  and  ate  all  the 
supper  and  doubtless  bad  his  appetite  nol  been 
satisfied  in  this  way  lit-  would  have  eaten  the  babe. 
Grandfather  Mead  being  away  at  the  time,  Bruin 
est  aped  unmolested. 

At  the  time  the  grandfather  of  oursubject  came 
from  Vermont  to   New  York  he  brought  with  him 

all  bis  household  g is  and  12,200  in  gold.     Two 

sharpers,  learning  that  he  had  the  money  in  his 
possession,  followed  him  pretending  to  he  the  own- 
ers of  the  land,  and  in  that  way  he  was  robbed  of 
his  entire  capital.  Undaunted  by  this  misfortune, 
he  once  more  bravelj  started  out  in  repair  his  for- 
tune and  took  up  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  Em- 
pire State.       It    was   amid    such     |>iuneer    -cenes    as 

these  that  the  lather  of  our  subject  mew  to  man- 
hood, and  as  was  almost   invariably   the  ease  with 

lads  On  the  frontier,  he  was  Strong  and  stalwart, 
weli  littcd  1"  hear  his  part  in  subduing  the  rude 
forces  <>t'  nature.  lie  had  a  tender  tilial  love  for 
his  parents,  of  whom  he  took  care  until  they  were 
called  from  the  troubles  and    sorrows  of  this  world 

t'i  eternal  rest  above.  Prior  to  theii  decease  they 
accompanied  him  West  in  1837,  stopping  at  Con- 
neaut.  Ohio,  and  there  thej  died  within  three  weeks 
of  each  other. 

After  I >ui  \  inu  hi-  parents  the  father  proceeded  to 

Michigan,  and  in  Byron  Township,  Genesee 
County,  he  took  up  four  lot-  of  land  and  engaged 
in  farming  and  carpentry,  lie  cleared  his  land 
and  remained  in  that  country  two  years,  coming 
thence  to  Salem,  Washtenaw  County.  Here  he 
operated  a-  fanner  for  thirty  years,  becoming  well 


known  as  a  pract  ical  agriculturist  and  an  honorable 

citizen.  When  old  age  came  upon  him  he  retired 
from  the  more  active  duties  of  lite  and  quietly 
awaited  the  Summons  of  death,  which  came  to   him 

January  1  I.  1876.     Hi-  widow  -till  survives  at  the 

age  of  ninety  years,  and  make-  her  home  with  her 
children. 

Our  Subjecl   is  one  of   eight  children,  a-  follow-: 

Caroline,  wife  of  Charles  Hamilton  of  this  county; 
Almond  F.,  a  resident  of  Oscoda,  this  State;  Diana 
1'..  who  died  .la  unary  22.  1891;  Lucy  .1.:  oursubject; 
William  B.,  also  a  physician  in  Ypsilanti;  Pearlette; 
and  Emily  V...  formerly  the  wife  of  John  Thomas 
of  Hamburg,  Mich.,  hut  now  deceased.  The  father 
of  this  family  wa-  a  member  of  the  l-'rcc  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  in  the  East,  but  here  united  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  lie  served  his  township  as 
Supervisor  and  Clerk,  and  was  in  other  ways  con- 
nected with  the  growth  of  Salem  Township. 

In  Salem  and  Ann  Arhor  our  subject  gained  a 
practical  education,  and  having  resolved  to  become 
a  physician,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  upon 
the  homestead,  ami  later  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  He  iii  -t 
followed  the  school  of  homeopathy,  but  becoming 
dissatisfied  with  it  took  up  a  regular  course  of 
study  with  the  faculty  of  tin1  medical  department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  later  studied  at 
Cincinnati.  Ohio,  where  he  graduated  in  1875. 
Equipped  with  a  thorough  theoretical  knowledge 

of  medicine    heat    once  located    at    Dundee.    Mich.. 

and  to  the  lessons  gleaned  in  college  added  the 
still  more  important  knowledge  learned  in  the 
school  of  experience,  lie  gained  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive practice  in  Dundee,  having  quite  an  extensive 
country  ride,  and  becoming  highly  prized  for  his 
skill  in  difficult  cases. 

In  dome-tic  pleasure  the  Dot  tor  has  found  an 
agreeable  diver-ion  from  the  many  duties  of  his 
profession.  He  has  a  cheerful  and  efficient  help- 
mate in  his  wife,  a  lady  w  ho.-e  rclineinent  has  drawn 
around  her  a  large  circle  of  friends,  and  whose 
noble  characteristics  are  no  less  conspicuous  in  the 
social  circle-  of  the  community  than  in  her  Own 
home,  surrounded  by  her  Loved  ones,  she  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Marj  E.  Clizbe,  ami  was  horn 
October  22,  1842,  in  Quincy,  Mich.,  where  her  fa- 
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ther  was  a  farmer.  She  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  in  Redford  Township.  Wayne  County. 
November  20,  186(5.  and  they  have  three  children: 
Elsworth  C.  Frank  M.  and  William  ( '.  The  eldest 
son  was  graduated  from  the  Dundee  High  School 
in  1889,  and  two  years  later  from  the  State  Normal 
School;  the  other  children  are  also  receiving  good 
educations  and  are  being  fitted  for  responsible 
positions  in  the  world. 

In  his  religious  belief  Dr.  Mead  is  in  sympathy 
with  the  .Methodist  Episcopal  Church, to  which  he 
belonged  in  his  old  home,  lie  was  in  youth  offered 
a  free  education  if  he  would  enter  the  ministry  and 
this  lie  greatly  desired  to  do  but  was  prevented  by 
circumstances.  During  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted. 
but  upon  examination  was  rejected  on  account  of 
lung  trouble.  His  habits  are  temperate,  he  does 
not  use  tobacco,  never  has  entered  a  saloon  for  the 
purpose  of  drinking,  and  is  a  strict  observer  of  the 
Sabbath  day.  The  greatest  pleasures  of  his  life  he 
finds  in  his  own  home  circle  and  invariably  spends 
the  evenings  by  the  domestic  fireside  unless  called 
out   professionally. 


<u 


f/OIIN  WAGNER.  This  well-known  and 
prosperous  German-American  citizen  of 
Ann  Arbor,  has  now  retired  from  his  trade 
as  a  blacksmith  and  is  spending  his  later 
years  in  comfort  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  result 
of  his  earlier  labors.  lie  was  born  in  Wittenberg, 
Germany,  December  29,  1  so1.),  his  parents.  Joseph 
and  Anna  (Schairer)  Wagner,  being  also  natives  of 
the  same  kingdom.  His  father  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade  and  had  followed  that  calling  from  the  time 
he  was  twelve  years  old. 

John  Wagner  was  the  eldest  in  a  large  family  of 
ten  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living.  The 
common  schools  furnished  his  education  up  to  the 
age  of  fourteen  yearsat  which  time  he  left  home 
and  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the  black- 
smith's trade  on  the  conclusion  of  which  he  began 
traveling  as  a  journeyman  at  his  trade.  In  1836 
he  emigrated  to  America  and  the  following  year  he 


came  to  Ann  Arbor  and  here  engaged  in  working 
for  other  parties  for  three  years.  In  1840  he  opened 
a  blacksmith  shop  on  his  own  account,  doing  gen- 
eral blacksmithing  and  thus  continued  until    1867 

when  he  retiree]  from  the  business,  since  which 
time  he  has  led  a  quiet  life. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Wagner  in  1839  gave  him  a 
worthy  helpmate  in  the  person  of  .Miss  Christina 
Schebel  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  a  native  of  Witten- 
berg, like  himself.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
six  children,  namely:  Catherine  ami  John  arc  de- 
Ceased;  Fred  is  a  merchant  in  Pleasanton,  Kan.: 
Godfrey  is  a  hardware  merchant  of  Chicago;  Mary 
wife  of  Henry  J.  Mann,  bookkeeper  for  Mack  6i 
Schmid,  and  Louise  who  died  at  the  age  of  t  went  v- 
one  years. 

Mrs.  Wagner  was  called  from  earth's  activities 
in  1890  in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  lierage.  She 
was  an  earnest  and  devoted  member  of  the  Bethle- 
hem Lutheran  Church;  .Mr.  Wagner  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  same  church  and  for  many  years  has 
served  as  one  of  its  Trustees.  The  pleasant  home 
of  this  estimable  old  gentleman  is  at  No.  17  West 
Washington  Street,  at  the  corner  of  Ashley,  and 
there  he  is  enjoying  the  rest  and  repose  which  be- 
come his  years  and  his  lite  work. 

<  )n  the  opposite  page  is  presented  a  portrait  of 
Mr.  Wagner,  which  will  perpetuate  his  features 
after  he  shall  have  entered  into  his  final  rest. 


i — *  I'CKfcE  1!.  FORD.  This  popular  Postmaster 
I—.  of  York  was  horn  in  this  township  Novem- 
I  j  her  1.  1.H1.H  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Almira  (Waugh)  Ford.  His  father  was  from 
Massachusetts  and  his  mother  from  New  York,  the 
former  being  by  occupation  a  farmer.  Our  subject 
resided  on  a  farm  till  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age, 
attending  the  district  school  of  York  Township, 
lie  then  set  out    for  the    Saginaw     Valley,  where  he 

engaged  in  the  Lumber  business,  after  which  he  went 

to  KalamaKOO,  Mich.,  where  hi'  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade  at  which  he  worked  for  three  years, 
and  then  engaged  himself  to  work  for    l'>.    S,    Will- 
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i:uns  A-  Co.. of  thai  city.  He  then  engaged  fortwo 
years  in  putting  up  mills  and  was  in  Ohio  with  the 
general  agent  carrying  on  work  in  this  line.  He 
followed  this  business  for  n   term  of  seven  years 

and  returned  heir  in    1HH1. 

Mr.  Kurd  now  took  the  management  of  this  store 
for  his  brother,  J.  II.  Ford,  of  Milan,  and  con- 
ducted the  business-for  five  years  after  which  he 
bought  him  out  and  began  business  for  himself. 
IK-  conducts  a  general  store  and  handles  almost 
everything  used  in  the  household  or  on  a  farm, 
and  as  it  is  the  only  store  in  the  village  he  has  a 
fine  trade  throughout  the  entire  township. 

Mr.  Ford  was  married,  April  18,  1876,  to  Electa 
Lounsbury,  of  York.  Mich.,  a  daughter  of  II.    P. 

I. isbury.     To    them    have    been    granted    one 

child — Roy  who  was  born  in  .March.  L881.  Besides 
this  living  child  a  son.  Roscoe,  was  horn  who  died 
April  12.  1881  when  about  two  years  old.  Iii 
polities  our  subject  is  a  Republican  and  was  School 
Inspector  for  a  term  of  two  years  and  has  also 
acted  as  School  Assessor  of  his  district.  He  is  a 
lover  of  good  schools  and  ever  promotes  in  every 
way  the  educational  interests  of  the  township.  For 
eight  years  past  he  has  acted  as  Postmaster  of  this 
office  and  still  continues  so  to  do.  Socially  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  belongs 
to  Milan  Lodge,  No.  313. 


iliA  WATERBURY.  The  spirit  of  a  pure  and 
noble  life  burned  within  the  earthly  habitation 
of  clay  of  the  man  of  whom  we  write  and 
when  the  soul  took  its  Bight  to  purer  regions  and 
a  I  utter  state,  none  mourned  as  did  those  who  knew 
hi  in  best.  The  decease  of  Mr.  Waterbury,  formerly 
a  leading  citizen  of  Ypsilanti  Township,  was  a 
calamity  to  the  district  winch  he  lived  and  the  sor- 
row for  his  loss  was  not  con  lined  to  his  immediate 
family,  but  to  the  township  at  large.  He  was  a 
native  of  Rensselaer  County,  N.  V..  where  he  was 
bora  April  23,  1805.  He  was  the  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Sally  (Travis)  Waterbury.  The  Waterbury 
famih  were  of  English  origin,  three  brothers  hav- 
ing emigrated  to  America  because  of  religious  per- 


secution in  their  own  country.  From  one  of  these 
dest  ended  hi f  whom  we  write. 

Tin- maternal  grandfather  ol  our  subject,  Jacob 
Travis   was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and   bore   the 

I orable    badge   of  service   to   his  country   of  a 

sleeve  that  was  empty.  He  of  whom  we  write  re- 
mained in  his  native  place  until  the  year  of  his 
majority  and  then  removed  to  Onondaga  County, 
X.  Y.  This  was  in  1826.  He  there  resided  for  a 
number  of  years  but  in  1  s 4 2  removed  to  Living- 
ston County,  N.  Y..  where  he  also  remained  for 
sometime.  He  was  married.  October  2,  1834,  to 
Miss  111:  ney.  who  \\a~  a  native  of  the  Empire  State. 
Her  natal  day  was  June  12.  1812,  and  she  was  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Finch)  Blaney.  It 
i^  said  that  her  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1  !S  1 2.  She  was  reared  to  maturity  in  her  native 
State. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
four  children,  three  of  wl are  living  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  They  are  John,  Elvira  and  Jennette. 
With  his  family  and  his  aged  mother  in  the  spring 
of  1854,  our  subject  emigrated  to  Washtenaw 
County,  this  state,  and  after  residing  in  various 
places  he  located  on  the  farm  which  his  daughter 
now  occupies  on  section  2.'i.  Ypsilanti  Township 
and  there  lived  until  his  demise.  March  12.  1886. 
His  wife  died  some  years  earlier  than  he.  passing 
away  August  :>.  1*7!'. 

The  acquirements  of  our  subject  in  an  educa- 
tional way  were  not  extensive,  lie  was  naturally. 
however,  a  thoughtful  man   of  originality  and   of 

good    judgment.       lie     was     well     informed    and     a 

practical  business  man.  For  some  years  after  his 
advent  into  this  county  he  engaged  in  money 
lending  and  later  on  in  life  gave  himself  up  to 
the  enjoyment  of  rural  existence  upon  his  pre- 
sent farm.  Politically  he  was  a  stanch  Republican 
and  during  the  war  a  strong  Union  man  to  whom 
the  principles  of  abolition  were  dear. 

In   his    death    the    county    lost    one    of    her    best 

citizen-  and  business  men.  Mr.  Waterbury's 
daughter  resides  upon  the  home  farm  which  com- 
prises one  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  of  good  land. 
bearing  excellent  improvements.  The  Misses 
Waterbury  have  in  their  possession  a  treasured 
relic   of    Revolutionary     time,    belonging    to   an 
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ancestor.     It  is  an     old     fashioned    powder    horn, 

finely  mounted.  It  is  also  said  to  have  been  car- 
ried in  the  French  and  Indian  War.  The  sisters 
who  are  now  the  proprietors  of  the  farm  are  both 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  are  both 
identified  with  the  missionary  work.  The  Water- 
bury  family  is  recognized  as  among  the  prominent 
people  of  Washtenaw  County  and  the  writer  takes 
pleasure  in  chronicling  the  history  of  SO  prominent 
a  man  and  one  so  worthy  as  he  whose  name  is 
above. 


*^*^* 


EXKY  STUMPENHUSEN.  Prominent  in 
social,  agricultural  and  church  circles  is  the 
family  represented  by  the  name  at  the  head 
of  this  paragraph  which  has  long  linn 
identified  with  all  movements  of  importance  in 
this  part  of  Washtenaw  County.  Here  our  subject 
was  born  August  15,  1843,  in  Ypsilanti  Township, 
where  he  makes  his  home  on  section  25.  His  father, 
Henry  Stumpenhusen,  was  a  native  of  Hanover, 
Germany,  and  the  mother.  Catherine  Keelan.  \v:is 
horn  in  Ireland.  The  father  came  from  the  old 
country  in  1836  and  became  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neers of  Ypsilanti  Township  and  did  a  great  deal 
of  pioneer  work.  He  recounts  with  pride  that  he 
chopped  the  timber  from  the  site  where  the  State 
Normal  School  now  stands.  He  had  received  a 
fair  German  education  which  he  put  to  practical 
uses  through  life.  Two  of  his  seven  .children  are 
now  living — our  subject  and  his  sister  Margaret 
E.,  wife  of  Sumner  Damon. 

The  father  of  this  family  passed  from  earth 
February  22,  1KN.S,  and  was  long  mourned  as  a 
public-spirited  and  highly  valued  citizen  of  the 
county.  Ih' was  Democratic  in  his  political  affilia- 
tions and  highly  interested  not  only  in  national 
affairs  but  in  local  movements.  When  he  first  came 
here  there  was  but  one  house  between  Rawson  villi' 
and  Ypsilanti  and  settlers  were  few  and  far  between. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  October  l.">.  1888, 
and  is  well  remembered  as  a  pioneerwoman  of  un- 
daunted  courage   and    true-hearted    faithfulness. 


They  were  connected  with  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  were  active  workers  therein. 

The  boyhood  days  of  Henry  Stumpenhusen  were 
spent  in  this  county,  and  at  nine  years  of  age  lie 
Came  with  his  parent-  to  the  farm  where  he  now 
.lives,  which  has  ever  since  been  his  home.  His 
education  was  fust  taken  in  the  district,  schools  of 
the  township  and  he  then  passed  some  three  years 
in  the  Union  schools  of  Ypsilanti,  after  which  he 
taught  for  four  terms  hut  has  devoted  most  of  his 
life  to  farming  and  stock-raising.  lie  availed  him- 
self thoroughly  of  his  opportunities  for  education 
and  made  his  years  of  teaching  a  period  of  self- 
education  so  that  he  became  a  man  of  broad  views 
and  unusual  practical  knowledge. 

Our  subject  was  married  October  16,  1873,  to 
Florence  C.  Dansingburg,  a  native  of  Augusta 
Township,  this  county.  She  was  born  on  Christ- 
mas Day.  1851,  and  her  parents,  Jacob  and  Char- 
lotte (Horton)  Dansingburg,who  are  now  deceased, 

were  early  settlers   of    Augusta    Township.      Three 

children  have  cheered  their  home,  Alma  V.,  II.  Lee. 

and  Bertha,  who    has  passed   to  the  other  life.    Our 

subject  is  a  man  of  genuine  popularity,  especially 

in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  twice 
been  made  the  candidate  for  the  office  of  Super- 
visor, but  as  the  township  is  largely  Republican 
his  run  was  an  unsuccessful  one.  lie  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grange  in  Aug'USta  Township  and  i- 
now  an  overseer  of  the  lodge. 

Mrs.  Stumpenhusen    is  a  devout    member  of  the 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  a  woman  of  use- 
fulness in  the  community.  Her  father  settled  in 
Augusta  Township  in  1839  and  was  the  originator 
of  a  large  fatnilv.  His  nine  children  who  are  now 
living  are;  George  who  lives  in  Kansas;  Peter,  in 
Minnesota;  Ann.  the  wife  of  William  Swartout,  of 
Ovid.  N.  V.;  Ellen,  Mis.  Thomas  Talladay,  of  Au- 
gusta Township;  .Mel  in  da.  wife  of  W  ilia  in  C.  While. 
of  flint:  Airs.  Stumpenhusen;  Theron  .1..  in  Minne- 
apolis; Lee  I...  of  Rochester,  Minn.,  and  Jennie, 
wife  of  F.  .1.  Fletcher  in  Ypsilanti  Township. 

Our    SUbjed    and    his  wile  take  all   acthe  part    ill 

all  social  matters  and  have  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

Their   handsome    farm    of  two    hundred    ami   sixt\ 

acres  is  well  cultivated  and  extremely  productive 

and  bears  the  marks  of  a  systematic  and  thorough 


27H 


PORTRAIT  AM)  IJKXH.WI'IIICAI.    ALBUM. 


band.  Mrs.  Stumpenhusen  was  bereaved  I  >.\  the 
death  of  ber  father,  in  January,  1881,  and  ber 
mother  passed  awaj  during  June  of  tin-  samti  >  ear. 
The  broad  influence  which  i-  exercised  \>\  this 
worthy  couple  is  ever  given  on  the  side  of  right, 
and  the  ability  and  success  which  has  been  shown 
by  them  is  rejoiced  in  by  all  who  know  them. 


HAlil.Ks  STONE,  deceased,  It  is  with  true 
interest  thai  the  biographer  takes  up  his  pen 
tn  speak  lit'  tlmse  worthy  citizens  whose  ac- 
tive lives  have  ceased  <>n  earth  but  whose  influence 
extends  still  and  will  continue  to  extend  among 
all  who  knew  them.  Our  subjecl  who  \\ n>  born 
April  2.  1813,  in  Oxford,  England,  was  a  sun  of 
William  and  Sarah  Stone;  be  was  reared  in  bis  na- 
tive count  i  \ . 

From  the  age  Of  fourteen  until  lie  was  twenty 
years  old  he  was  bound  out  as  an  apprentice  to  a 
boot  and  shoe  maker,  and  he  then  emigrated  with 
his  master  to  America,  taking  passage  a1  London 
in  a  sailing-vessel  and  spending  seven  weeks  upon 
the  mean. 

This  vessel  made  port  at   New  York  City  and  the 

travelers  came  to  a  point  mar  Rochester  where 
they  continued  for  some  five  years.  During  the 
first  year  of  his  sojourn  in  this  country  the  young 
man  wmked  as  a  farm  hand,  and  then  I'm  four 
years  was  employed  a1  bis  trade,  lie  then  returned 
on  a  visit   to   his   native  country  where   lie   spent 

several    nths,  and    upon    his  return   to  America 

he  came  to  Ypsilanti  where  be  found   employment 

in  the  manufacturing  department  of  the  I t  and 

shoe  house  of  Walter   B.  Hewitt,  and  during   most 

of  the  lime  that   he    remained   with    thi"    gentleman 

be  acted  as  his  foreman,     lie    finally  gave  up  this 

lii I     \\"i  In    and    settled    Upon   the  farm   which   is 

now  occupied  by  his  daughter  and  widow,  making 
his   borne   there   from    1855  until  bis  death,  which 

-UlTcd   (  Molicl     22,    1890. 

The  first  marriage  of  \|i.  Stone  united  him  with 
Mary  Hill.  This  union  look  place  Ma\  (J,  I K I  I . 
and  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children,  only 
one  of  whom   is  surviving— Sarah   S,     This  wife 


died  February  15,  1862,  and  oh  the  Nth  of  Janu- 
ary, IxiiT.  Mr.  Stone  was  a  second  time  married. 
taking  as  his  wife  Xinetta  Gross,  who  was  born 
December  5,  L827,  in  Otsego  County,  N.  V.  she 
is  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Anne  Gross,  the  former 
being  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  mother  of 
Massachusetts.  During  the  last  years  of  the  life  of 
Mr.  Stone  be  engaged  in  farming 'and  at  the  time 
of  his  decease  he  left  his  family  a  fine  estate  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy  acres  which  he  had  accumu- 
lated L\  hard  labor,  perseverance  and  enterprise, as 
he  had  practically  qo  means  when  he  came  to  this 
country. 

( >ur  subject  was  a  man  of  fairly  good  education 

and  be  had  all  through  life  pursued  a  course  of 
systematic  reading  and  thus  added  greatly  to  his 
intelligence  and  breadth  of  view.  He  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  his  political  views  and  a  public  spirited 
citizen  and  his  death  entailed  a  serious  loss  to  the 
community,  as  he  was  a  law-abiding  member  of 
society  and  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance  and 
all  moral  reforms.  He  was  well  known  for  his  in- 
tegrity  and  honesty  in  business, and  was  pre-emi- 
nently a  kind  father  and  husband.  His  religious 
connection  was  with  the  Episcopal  Church  and  hi- 
honorable  Christian  character  reflected  truly  the 
faith  which  he  embraced. 


YI'.I.KTT  SHAW,  who  was  born  in  York 
Township,  this  county,  on  July  24,  1842,  i> 
1  ->  a  son  of  Robert  and  Eliza  (Clark)  Shaw. 
His  father  was  horn  in  England  and  came  to 
America  in  1830  and  his  mother  had  her  birth  and 
training  in  Massachusetts  but  came  West  before 
meeting  and  marrying  Mr.  Shaw.  Our  subject  re- 
ceived otih  a  district-School  education  hut  con- 
tinue I  attending  school  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  in  the  meanwhile  assisting  his 
fathei   upon   the  farm. 

The  young  man  began  life  for  himself  by  work- 
ing oul  for  neighboring  farmers  in  this  county. 
ami  thus  continued  for  four  or  five  years,  after 
which  lii  returned  home  and  remained  with  his 
parents  for  five  or  six  years,  assisting  his  father  in 
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the  management  of  a  large  tract  of  land  which  be 
purchased.  Nothing'  in  the  life  Mr.  Shaw  is  of 
more  importance  than  the  beginning  of  his  domes- 
tic life.  His  marriage  with  Susan  Morehouse,  of 
Flint,  Genesee  County,  was  celebrated  March  1('>. 
1871.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  1).  Morehouse, 
a  shoemaker,  and  has  a  family  of  five  children, 
namely:  Florence  G.,  Mortice  E.,  Abbie  E.,  Carl 
M..  and  Harry  (I.,  all  of  whom  arc  at  home  with 
their  parents. 

Both  of  the  parents  of  our  subject  died  in  1890. 
Everett  Shaw  came  on  to  this  farm  where  he  now 
lives  in  June,  1871,  and  has  here  devoted  himself 
exclusively  to  farming,  raising  graded  slock  ami 
carrying  on  mixed  fanning  upon  this  line  estate 
of  one  hundred  acres,  all  of  which  is  in  an  excel- 
lent state  of  cultivation.  In  his  political  prefer- 
ence heisa  Republican  but  has  never  sought  office 
of  any  kind. 


=§>*<§^ 


ON.  JAMES  I..  LOWDEN.  Among  the 
j  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Wash- 
tenaw County,  we  take   pleasure   in   intro- 

(£)  dueing  to  our  readers  the  lion.  .lames  I.. 
Lowden,  the  distinguished  and  popular  Represent- 
ative from  the  Second  District  of  Washtenaw 
County  and  a  resident  on  section  31,  Ypsilanti 
Township.  He  is  now  serving  his  second  term  in 
the  legislature  and  his  measures  and  tactics  adopted 
in  a  public  capacity  have  been  so  satisfactory  not 
only  to  his  constituents  but  to  the  people  at  large 
whom  he  represents,  that  he  bids  fair  to  be  again 
the  successful  candidate  for  the  office.  Mr.  Low- 
den is  a  native  of  Washtenaw  County,  having 
been  born  July  30,  1840,  and  as  a  lad  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm  whereon  he  now  resides. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  son  of  James  L. 
and  Rachel  (Lyon)  Lowden,  the  former  a  native 
of  New  York  and  the  latter  of  New  Jersey.  They 
settled  upon  the  homestead  in  1834  and  the 
present  beautiful  farm  which  our  subject  now 
owns  and  resides  upon  was  at  that  time  a  dense 
woods.  The  tract  originally  comprised  oik-  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  James  L.  Low- 


den. Si.,  purchased.  It  was  his  life  work  to  make 
this  a  suitable  and  comfortable  home  for  his  family 
and  to  give  to  his  children  all  the  advantages 
possible.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  one  of  nine 
children  of  whom  the  following  still  survive: 
William.  .Martha  .1..  Elinor  ('..  Harriet  and  James 
L.  Martha  is  now  the  wife  of  F.  A.  Graves; 
Elinor  married  P.  I).  Rogers;  Harriet  is  the  wife  of 
Morgan  VanGeison.  The  father  of  the  family 
died  in  1881.  the  mother  preceding  him  by 
Several  years,  her  decease  having  taken  place  in 
1874.  They  were  representative  pioneers  and  ex- 
perienced the  hardships  and  pleasures  of  early 
settlement.  Our  subject's  father  was  a  Demoeral 
in  his  political  standing. 

Representative  Lowden  was  reared  to  manhood 
amid  scenes  of  pioneer  life  and  has  devoted  his 
attention  chiefly  to  agricultural  pursuits.  The 
rudiments  of  his  early  education  were  received  in 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  township.  Al 
about  fifteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  Slate 
Normal  School  at"  Ypsilant i  which  he  attended  for 
two  years  and  then  became  a  student  at  the 
Ypsilanti  Seminary,  remaining  there  for  one  term. 
He  subsequently  became  a  teacher  and  was  so  em- 
ployed for  two  terms. 

March  18.  1868,  the  gentleman  of  whom  we 
write  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  .1.  Sher- 
wood, a  daughter  of  Germond  and  Edith  Sherwood 
who  were  early  settlers  in  Ypsilanti  Township, 
now  both  deceased.  Of  live  children  bom  to  this 
worthy  couple,  four  arc  now  living.  They  are 
Ella,  Alice  M.,  Harriet  and  Sadie.  Our  subject  is 
the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres 
of  land  in  Ypsilanti  Township  anil  in  Augusta 
Township,  nearly  all  of  which  is  improved.  In 
l«.S8Mr.  Lowden  was  elected  Representative  to 
flic  State  Legislature  on  the  Democratic  ticket  for 
a  term  of  two  years  and  on  the  expiration  of  this 
time  he  was  re-elected  in  fall  of  1890  for  another 
term.  He  is  a  typical  man  of  his  locality,  advanced 
in  line  of  thought,  progressive  and  enterprising,  a 
worthy  representative  of  a  worthy  people,  lie  is 
identified  with  the  Patrons  of  Industry  and  belongs 
to  the   Ancient    Order  of  United  Workmen,  also 

being  united  with   the  Ypsilanti  Orange. 

Evciy    measure   pr isinu  a   betterment    of  the 
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condition  of  the  people  receives  the  sanction  and 
support  of  ouv  subject,  lie  is  a  public-spirited 
man  who  is  easily  approached  by  :ill  who  need  bis 
aid  and  recognition.  During  the  session  of  189] 
he  served  :i-  Chairman  on  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  His  record  as  a  legislator  is  conceded 
by  all  to  reflect  credit  on  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents. 


QUIRE  PRICE.  A  successful  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Ypsilanti  Township,  Wash- 
)  tenaw  County,  residing  at  the  present  time 
on  section  36,  our  subject  is  a  native  of 
Bedford  County.  Va.,  where  he  was  born  February 
15,  1820.  lie  is  a  son  of  .Marshal  and  Lucy  (Boyd) 
Price,  both  natives  of  Virginia.  When  a  lad  of 
nineteen  years  of  age  our  subjeel  emigrated  with 
his  parents  to  Warren  County.  Ohio,  and  there  re- 
sided several  years.  His  father  had  died  when  he 
was  an  infant  and  he  early  took  the  place  as  head  of 

t  he  family. 

Unfortunately  our  subject's  early  educational 
advantages  were  limited.  His  knowledge  of  hooks 
dateil  from  the  time  he  was  of  age  more  than  he- 
fore,  lie  is  a  great  reader  and  endeavors  to  keep 
posted  with  the  current  news  of  the  day.  In  1848 
Squire  Price  was  married  to  Miss  Maria  Waterford, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Tennessee:  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Eliza  (Preston)  Water- 
ford.  By  their  union  there  were  horn  three  chil- 
dren—  Marshal,  Theophilus  and  Adelaide.  The 
first  named  is  an  agriculturist  in  Ypsilanti  Town- 
ship, this  county:  the  Rev.  Theophilus  Price  is  a 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  is 
now  Stationed  at  New  Albany,  Ind;  Adelaide  is 
the  wife  of  Horace  A.  Pay.  of  Ypsilanti  Township. 
From  Ohio  our  subjeel  with  his  family  went,  in 
1 854,  to  Canada  and  there  resided  until  1864,  when 

he  came  to   Washtenaw  County  and    has  here  since 

resided. 

Squire  Price  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
tweiiH    acres  of    land.       lie   and    his    wife,  who  is  a 

woman    of  unusual   managerial  qualities,  prudent 
and  industrious,  and   who  has  been  to  him  a  most 


able  helpmate,  have  made  their  property  one  of  the 
finest  place-  in  the  vicinity.  Their  farm  i-  notice- 
able in  the  township  for  the  exquisite  neatness  and 

order  in  which  it  is  kept.  The  place  is  well  located 
and    the    house,  which    i-   a   pleasant    home    for     it- 

inmate-,  commands  a  charming  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding country.  Our  subject  is  a  Republican 
in  his  political  affiliations.  He  favors  advance- 
ment in  every  branch  of  life  and  is  especially 
interested  in  educational  work  believing  the  edu- 
cation of  the  masses  to  lie  the  secret  of  the  great 
Success  of  our  country. 

Socially  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  among  the 
representative  and  choice  spirits  of  the  community. 
Their  home  is  the  scene  of  many  pleasant  social 
gatherings  and  his  farm  is  acknowledged  to  he  a 
standing  monument  to  his  industry  and  prudent 
ways  and  good  management.  His  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity are  proverbial  in  the  community,  lie  has 
a  great  deal  of  executive  faculty  and  is  altogether 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  this  vicinity. 


/£pSN  HRISTIAX  C.  SANGREE,  a  native  of  the 

I  Keystone  State,  has  long  made   his  home  in 

V_/  Washtenaw  County.  He  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster County.  Pa.,  September  II.  1829,  anil  i-  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Ann  (Shelley)  Sangree,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  that  county  and  the  father 
being  a  miller  by  occupation  during  twenty-six 
years  of  his  life,  and  subsequent  to  that  tune  de- 
voted himself  to  farming.  When  our  subject  was 
hut  seven  years  old  his  parents  removed  to  West- 
ern New  York  and  located  in  Erie  County,  where 
he  was  given  a  common -school  education.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  attended  the  common  schools 
and  took  one  term  at  the  graded  schools  at  Alex- 
andria. N.  V. 

The  young  man  began  life  as  a  farmer  and 
afterward  learned  the  carpenter'-  trade  which  he 
followed  for  about   ten  year-  ami  in  the  meanwhile 

worked  at  the  business  of  a  millwright  for  one  year, 
lie  was  married  October  19,  1851  to  Harriel  Burn- 
ham   at    Mendian.    Orleans    County,    N.    V.     Her 
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father.  Allen  Burnham  who  resided  in  York  Town- 
ship this  county  in  his  later  veins,  died  by  means 
of  a  stroke  of  lightning  in  L839. 

The  four  children  who  crowned  the  union  of 
this  worthy  couple  are  ( >.  Wayne  who  was  horn 
September  17,  1852  and  is  now  a  fanner  in  York 
Township  and  the  head  of  a  family;  Salome 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eight- years;  Mary  Alma, 
horn  August  22.  1867;  Etta  0.  horn  October  11. 
1870.  It  was  in  1851  when  the  family  removed 
to  Michigan  and  locating  oh  section  17,  undertook 
the  cultivation  of  a  farm.  Mi-.  Sangrce  remained 
there  until  1881  when  he  sold  this  property  and 
purchased  a  place  of  forty  acres  on  section  20,  and 
there  devoted  himself  to  stock-raising  as  a  liveli- 
h 1. 

Ilis  political  sympathies  have  brought  him  into 
line  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  held 
the  oltice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  this  being  his 
second  term,  and  also  that  of  Township  Clerk  and 
Township  Treasurer,  lie  has  been  a  Notary  Pub- 
lic for  a  number  of  years.  His  good  wife,  who 
was  born  December  24,  1834,  and  departed  this 
life  December  26,  1890,  was  a  woman  of  more 
than  ordinary  loveliness  of  character  and  a  most 
devoted  Christian.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
.Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Saline  where  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  the  pasl 
thirty  years.  His  father  died  in  1871  and  his  mother 
passed  away  July  5,  1891  and  he  thus  feels  that 
with  father,  mother  and  wife  gone,  much  of  the 
joy  of  living  has  tied. 


HARLES  S.  SMITH  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
most  extensive  meat  market  in  the  city  of 
Vpsilanti.  He  is  also  a  pork  packer  and 
shipper,  his  establishment  being  located  on  Cross 
Street,  near  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad.  Mr. 
Smith  has  been  in  the  business  in  which  he  is  now 
interested  since  1864,  when  on  his  return  from  the 
war  he  sought  for  some  lucrative  employment. 
Our  subject  was  bora  in  Saxony.  Germany,  April 
17,   1H37,  and  came  to  the  United  States  with  his 
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parents  m  1851.  They  located  in  Frederick  City, 
Md..  and  there  remained  for  two  years. 

tin  leaving  Maryland  our  subject  removed  t" 
Chicago.  Our  subject's  father  died  in  1843.  The 
mother  still  lives  in  Baltimore.  On  coming  to 
Chicago  the  original  of  our  sketch  engaged  on  a 
steamboat,  where  he  was  employed  Cor  "three  sea- 
sons, the  route  of  the  vessel  being  on  the  lakes. 
From  Chicago  he  came  to  Ypsilanti,  in  1854,  and 
worked  for  himself  in  the  market  business  on  River 
Street,  continuing  at  that  until  1861,  when  in  the 
month  of  April  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Second 
Michigan  Infantry. 

The  regiment  to  which  our  subject  belonged  was 
assigned  to  duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and 
hi'  of  whom  we  write  saw  some  of  the  most  des- 
perate fighting  of  that  desperate  period.  He  was  a 
participant  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Pun.  at  Williams- 
burg, Fair  Oaks  and  m  the  Seven  Days'  light 
During  service  he  contracted  chronic  rheumatism 
and  was  finally  discharged  after  being  some  time 
in  the  hospital.  On  returning  to  Vpsilanti  in 
1864  Mr.  Smith  again  opened  a  market  and  con- 
tinued in  the  same  business  until  1878.  when, 
on  account  of  his  failing  health,  he  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.  In  1880  he  returned 
to  Michigan  and  located  in  Detroit,  being  engaged 
in  the  same  business  in  which  he  was  Interested  in 
Ypsilanti.  He  remained  there  for  four  years  and 
in  1884  returned  to  this  city  to  open  a  large  mar- 
ket, and  in  connection  with  that  he  established  a 
pork-packing  house,  where  he  has  quite  an  exten- 
sive trade,  employing  seven  men  constantly.  He 
is  the  owner  of  a  substantial  brick  block  where  his 
place  of  business  is  now  located.  lie  gives  hi> 
undivided  attention  to  his  business  affairs.  In  ( )cto- 
ber.  1864,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Mary  A. 
Ilardwicke.  of  Ypsilanti.  She  was  horn  in  Eng- 
land, but  emigrated  to  America  about  1862.  Four 
children  have  blessed  the  union  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife;  they  arc  Nettie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Rob- 
ert G.  Barnes,  of  this  city;  Herbert,  who  is  his 
father's  able  assistant  in  business;  and  Norman, 
an  infant  (deceased ). 

Socially  Mr.,  Smith  belongs  to  the  Excelsior 
Chapter   of  the   Vpsilanti  Masonic  Lodge  and  also 

to  the  Council,  and   lias  attained    to    the    degree    of 
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Commandery,  located  al  Ann  Arbor.  Heis,inore- 
over,  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.     In  church  relations  be  and  his  family 

are  i imunicants  with  the  Presbyterian  den ina- 

tion.  Mr.  Smith  has  an  exceedingly  pleasant  borne 
located  on  River  Street.  In  his  business  be  makes 
a  specialty  of  the  curing  of  bams  and  bacon  and 
is  tlic  Largest  meat  dealer  in  the  city,  buying  and 
dealing  in  bams  extensively.  He  also  has  a  large 
market  on  ( 'ongress  Street. 


O^ 


FOUNTAIN  WATLING.     It  is  gratifying  to 
trace    the    history    of    those    of    the    early 
I  pioneers  of  Washtenaw  County,  who  have 

persevered  through  trials  and  hardships  and  have 
at  last  reached  the  point  where  they  can  enjoy  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  which  rightly  belongs  to 
them.  In  the  life  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
we  now  give,  we  find  such  a  history,  and  the  pop- 
ularity which  belongs  to  such  a  man  is  the  just 
meed  which  his  neighbors  are  glad  to  pay  to  his 
worth  and  work. 

This  representative  pioneer  of  Ypsilanti  Town- 
ship who  resides  on  section  19,  is  a  native  of  Nor- 
folk County,  England,  and  was  horn  September  1  1. 
1825.  When  in  his  fifth  year  he  came  with  his 
parents,  John  and  Avis  (Andrews)  Watling  from 
his  native  island  to  America.  They  took  passage 
in  a  sailing  vessel  and  were  ten  weeks  upon  the 
briny  deep,  landing  at  a  Canadian  port,  whence 
tiny  at  once  came  to  Washtenaw  County,  where 
thev  settled  upon  tin-  farm  on  which  our  subject 
resides.  John  Watling,  the  patent  for  whose  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  was  signed  by  President 
Andrew  Jackson,  was  thus  one  of  the  firsl   settlers 

in      Ypsilanti     Township.       lie     was     the     father    of 

eight  children  of  whom  the  following  survive: 
Thomas  who  resides  in  Maryland;  Henry,  whose 
home  is  in  Monroe  County.  Mich.:  Eliza,  wife  of 
Andrew  Martin  of  Ypsilanti.  and  our  subject.  In 
his  death  the  county  lost  one  of  her  intelligent, 
enterprising  and  worthy  citizens. 

In  this  county    young    Watling   grew    to    man- 


hood and  had  the  thorough  practical  drill  in  farm 
labors  which  was  the  portion  of  pioneei  boys.     He 

helped    to   fell     the    trees    anil     to     put     the     land      ill 

condition  for  cultivation  and  has  aided  in  bring- 
ing it  to  it-  pie-eut  prolific  condition.  The  div- 
ine! school- of  the  township  furnished  hi-  earlj 
education,  and  he  also  attended  for  a  short  lime 
the  seminary  at  Ypsilanti.  He  lost  hi-  mother  in 
1861  and  the  father  followed  his  companion  to  the 
grave  in   1 869. 

Harriet  White  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  wife 
of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  the  holy 
bonds  of  matrimony  in  1846.  Her  live  children 
are:  Mary,  wife  of  Alfred  Davis  of  Chicago; 
Gertrude,  Mrs.  G.  C.  Bannan  of  Chicago;  Lucy, 
wife  of  I..  N.  Benedict  of  Jackson;  Arthur  who 
makes  his  home  in  Junction  City.  Kan.,  and  Kerry 
who  is  at  home  with  his  father.  The  mother  of 
these  children  ended  her   earthly    career    February 

1.  L874. 

The  present  Mrs.  Watling  was  known  in  maiden- 
hood as  Harriet  Thompson  and  is  now  the  mother 
of  three  children — Ruth.  Anna  and  Harry.  The 
gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  ever  been  an 
active  promoter  of  every  movement  designed  to 
augment  the  prosperity  of  the  community,  and  he 
and  the  family  have  exerted  a  most  stimulating 
and  beneficial  social  influence.  His  political  sym- 
pathies have  caused  him  to  affiliate  with  the  Re- 
publican party  but  he  has  shown  a  manly  inde- 
pendence, as  he  uses  his  own  judgment  in  regard 
to  his  vote  upon  local  matter-.  Although  one  of 
the  oldest  pioneers  in  this  locality,  he  Is  still  in  the 
prime  of  life  and  his  tine  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  is  under  his  own  management  and 
shows  the  indisputable  proof-  of  the  hand  of  a 
thorough  and  systematic  farmer. 


r^S^i^H^sg^ 
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<*       folLLLAM  McCREERY.     Owing  to  its  many 

\       /      natural,    social    and     literary    advantages, 

V V      Ann  Ai  hor  ha-  been  considered  by  many  as 

a  plea-ant  place  in  which  to  pass  the  evening  of  one 's 

i lav  -  where,  retired  from  husiness  cares  and  far  from 
the  turmoil  of   a  ureal  city,  life  can    he  enjoyed    in 
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itstruesl  sense.  Mr.  McCreery  was  evidently  of  this 
opinion,  having  made  this  his  home  many  years 
ago,  and  is  now  among  our  leading  citizens. 

Mr.  McCreery  was  born  in  May.  1*1  Lin  London- 
derry, in  the  north  of  Ireland.  He  is  the  third  sun 
and  fifth  child  of  John  McCreery.  His  father  was 
a  prominent  man  having'  filled  the  position  of  Jus- 
tice  of  the  Peace  for  manyyears,  when  they  moved 
on  a  little  farm  of  forty  acres,  which  lias  been  in 
the  family  for  three  or  four  generations.  Our  sub- 
ject's mother  died  when  he  was  a  small  boy,  Mr. 
McCreery  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  worked  on  a  farm  tor  many  yeais; 
thinking  he  would  better  his  fortunes,  he  in  May, 
1831,  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  landing  in 
Quebec, Canada.  From  there  he  went  to  St.  Albans, 
Vt..  where  he  staid  four  years,  working  on  a  farm 
and  superintending  the  stock  for  a  Mr.  Brainard. 

In  the  spring  of  1834  Mr.  McCreery  came  to 
Ann  Arbor.  lie  engaged  in  the  business  of  team- 
ing and  carrying  passengers  to  and  from  different 
parts  of  this  county  and  adjoining  counties,  a  very 
profitable  business  at  that  time  before  the  advent 
of  railroads.  In  this  business  he  continued  for  four 
years,  lie  then  embarked  in  the  leather  finding 
business  which  he  carried  on  successfully  for  a  per- 
iod of  eighteen  years,  supplying  the  country  for 
miles  around.  This  business  he  was  obliged  to 
give  upon  account  of  ill-health.  In  1865  he  bought 
some  property  and  built  on  it  the  First  National 
Bank  Block,  a  large,  fine  three-story  building,  a 
source  of  much  profit.  About  this  time  he  bought 
forty  acres  of  land  and  turned  his  attention  to  fruit 
raising.  lie  has  a  forty-acre  peach  orchard  pro- 
ducing a  fine  crop  of  peaches,  bringing  in  a  hand- 
some revenue. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  1849 
to  Miss  .Margaret  Bush,  of  Ann  Arbor,  a  native  of 
New  York  State  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  Bush. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  .McCreery  are  the  parents  of  three 
girls,  two  only  of  whom  are  living,  Elizabeth  hav- 
ing died  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  in  1880;  Eudora,  the 
wife  of  Almond  F.  Hanson,  a  practicing  attorney 
of  Toledo.  Ohio,  and  Josephine,  wife  of  Phil  Ntiin- 
son.  of  Ann  Arbor.  Our  subject  served  as  Alder- 
man of  the  lirst  ward  four  years.  In  politics  he 
was  originally  an    old-line   Whig  and    later  joined 


the  Republican  party.  In  1*10  our  subject  cast 
his  vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison  and  lived  to 
see  the  grandson  govern  the  nation,  taking  great 
pleasure  in  casting  his  vote  for  him. 

Mr.  McCreery  has  been  a  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  since  1832.  lie  lost  his  wife 
some  six  years  ago  in  her  seventieth  year,  lie  has 
built  two  or  three  fine  residences  of  a.  modern  style 
of  architecture.  He  of  whom  this  is  a  life  record 
was  one  of  the  original  founders  and  principal 
stock-holders  of  the  First  National  Bank,  in  which 
he  lias  held  the  position  of  Director  from  the  or- 
ganization of  the  bank  to  the  present  year,  and  is 
still  a  large  stockholder.  Mr.  McCreery  is  an  ex- 
tensively traveled  man.  having  made  a  trip  to 
Europe  some  years  ago.  visiting  Ireland.  Scotland. 
England,  France,  Belgium.  Germany,  Switzerland, 
Italy.  Austria  and  the  ruins  of  Pompeii. 


v_ 
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Richard  f.  Walters.   The  credit  for  a 

large  share  of  the  enterprise  which  helps  to 
Y  make  Willis  one  of  the  most  thriving  ami 
thrifty  little  business  points  of  this  portion 
of  the  State,  belongs  to  the  gentleman  whose  name  is 
at  the  head  of  this  sketch  and  whose  portrait  ap- 
pears on  the  opposite  page.  Almost  every  advan- 
tage that  the  town  enjoys  is  owing  in  a  greater 
Or  less  degree  to  his  push  and  energy.  lb'  i~  a 
dealer  in  dry-goods,  groceries  and  general  mer- 
chandise, and  here  the  agricultural  district  finds  a 
good  market  and  a  convenient  trading  point  for 
whatever  products  they  do  not  ship  in  great  quan- 
tities   by    themselves.     Besides    his   business    in  a 

commercial  line  our  subject  is  also  the  efficient 
Postmaster  of  the  town,  lie  is  popular  and  enjoys 
financial  success.  He  is  the  lessee  of  the  building 
he  occupies,  which  is  fifty  feet  in  depth  and  twentj-- 

two  feet  frontage.    It   is  a   frame  structure  ami    ».-i> 

erected  in  1884. 

Our  subject  has  shown  a  \cry  nice  discrimina- 
tion in  the  select  ion  of  the  stock  which  he  carries, 
and  although  it  is  a  line  usually  carried  b\  a  coun- 
try   merchant,   so    thoroughly     'hie-    he     know    the 
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tastes  and  Deeds  of  the  people  thai  almost  every- 
thing can  l>c  found  here  that  is  required.  His 
annual  sales  inn  from $8,000 to $10,000 per  annum 
and  the  stock  which  he  carries  constantly  amounts 
in  value  to  from  $2,500  to  $2,800.  It-  proprietor  is 
a  native  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  bora  Janur 
iiiv  8,  1859.  Hi'  is  a  son  of  James  andAmy  Wal- 
ters, natives  of  Canada.  Almost  all  of  his  life  has 
however,  been  identified  wiih  this  county,  his  par- 
ents having  removed  here  when  he  was  only  eleven 
months  of  age.  For  a  short  time  they  resided  in 
l'psilanti  and  then  came  to  A.ugusta  Township 
where  they  have  lived  ever  since. 

In  his  boyhood  Mr.  Walters  attended  district 
school  and  began  his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  a 
mercantile  store  in  Huron,  this  State,  being  em- 
ployed by  the  firm  of  A.  Anderson  &  Co.  lie  re- 
mained with  them  for  aboul  t  w  rO  years  ami  ill  the 
spring  of   1886  launched  into  business   for  himself 

in  Willis  and  has  here  enjoyed  a    g 1    trade.     In 

July,  1889,  he  was  appointed    Postmaster   at    this 
point  and  has  so  served  up  to  date. 

.Mr.  Walters  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  pref- 
erence and  is  as  enthusiastic  in  that  as  in  every- 
thing else  he  undertakes.  He  Has  been  identified 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity  socially,  but  his  social 
life  centers  about  his  home,  winch  is  presided  over 
pleasingly  by  his  wile  to  whom  he  was  married 
January  30,  1884.  She  was  in  her  girlhood  Effie 
Anderson,  a  daughter  of  A.  Anderson.  By  this 
union  one  child  has  been  born,  a  daughter,  whose 
name  is  Mabel.  She  made  her  entrance  into  lite 
July  5,  1**7.  Mr.  Walters  is  the  representative 
merchant  of  Willis  and  with  the  growth  of  the 
town  his  future  success  i-  inevitable. 


-■;■■•'.■<■■:■  '<k:  ■-.?■:■■:■■:  ■:■ 


1  A.MI'.s  M.  CHIDISTER  is  an  old  resident  of 
Ypsilanti,  having  conic  here  June   I.  1840. 

At  that  time  there  were  few  houses  in  the 
place.  Washington  Street  beinga  forest  and 
easl  of  that  there  being  bul  four  houses  on  the 
south  of  Congress  Street.  Indeed  it  was  simply  a 
trading  post,  the  agricultural  interests  then  not 
being  much   developed.     Mr.  Chidister   was   born 


in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  twenty-eight  mile-  from 
Philadelphia,  <  tctobei  10,  1821.  lie  i-  the  son  of 
Charles  and  Ellen  (Hoagland)  Chidister,  the  'former 

of  whom  died   when  our  subject   wa-  a  child. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  acquired  his  education 
in  his  native  county  and  also  learned  his  trade 
there,  it  being  that  of  ;>  carpenter,  and  when  eigh- 
teen years  of  age  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled 
at  Ypsilanti  to  work  at  his  trade,  following  it  for 
five  years,  and  during  the  latter  portion  of  that 
time,  in  company  with  David  Edwards,  was  en- 
gaged as  a  contractor.  Ili-  first  work  on  coming 
here  was  on  the  old  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
which  is  now  being  torn  down  to  give  place  to  a 
better  one.  His  first  day's  labor  here  was  May  7. 
1843.  After  that  he  was  engaged  on  ,-i  good  many 
other  buildings  and  a  large  number  of  stores. 

Mr.  Chidister  first  engaged  in  business  for  him- 
self in  1846.  At  this  time  lie  opened  a  grocery 
store  on  Congress  Street,  but  after  the  Bret  two 
years  he  changed  his  stock  for  one  of  dry-goods, 
and  the  following  yeai  accepted  an  appointment 
as  Under  Sheriff,  and  closing  out  hi-  business  spent 
his  time  for  the  most  part  at  Ann  Arbor,  although 
he  made  his  home  in  this  city.  He  held  that  Office 
for  -i\  years,  it  extending  over  three  term-.     He 

then  returned  to  business  at  Yp-ilanli  in  L855  and 
in  company  with  Moore  A-  Showcrniaii  purchased 
a  large  tract  of  land  in  Augusta  ami  luiilt  a  saw- 
mill, running  a  -lore  iii  connection  with  it.  The 
enterprise  was  started  .Inly  •_'  1 .  1855,  and  our  siil>- 
ject  sold  out  .Inly  1.  1858.  Moving  hack  to  Ypsil- 
anti  lie  secured  again  the  liouse  which  he  now 
occupies  and  which  is  located  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  Huron  and  Race  Streets. 

Again  going  into  the  dry-good-  business  on 
Congress  Street,  our  subject  continued  in  this  for 

sonic  \ear-    and    maintained    a    large  store    for  that 

day.  lie  wa-  obliged,  however,  to  sell  out  on  ac- 
count of   ill-health    and    was  afterward   elected   to 

lake  charge  of    the  Fanner- '  a n d    Mechanic-'   Trade 

Association,  better  known  as  ihe  old  farmer's 
store,  and  for  four  years  he  continued  in  the  man- 
agerial position.  Thi-  was  the  last  of  his  exper- 
ience in  the  dry-goods  trade  and  since  that  time 
he  has  been  handling  grain  and  wool,  bul  has  also 
been    much  engaged   in   settling  up  estates  and   in 
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handling  real  estate  for  himself  and  others,  lie  is 
largely  interested  in  real  estate  in  the  city  and  is 
the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  corners  on  Huron 
Street,  lie  also  has  a  farm  live  miles  from  the 
city  and  a  farm  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty 
acres  in  North  Dakota. 

The  original  of  oursketch  hasheld  various  offices 
in  the  local  government  and  has  been  Alderman 
and  was  a  member  of  the  first  Board  on  which  lie 
was  City  Treasurer.  For  many  years  lie  was  con- 
nected socially  with  the  Independent  Order  of  odd 
Fellows.  Our  subject's  marriage  took  place  May 
12,  1846,  his  bride  being  Miss  Lucy  Ann  Smith. 
Two  children  are  still  living  who  have  been  the 
fruit  of  this  union — Isadore  and  Ella  J.  tsadore 
is  now  the  wifeof  I.Crane  of  thiscity.  Mrs.  Chid- 
ister  was  horn  at  Coxsackie,  N.  V..  July  18,  1S2*. 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Rebecca  (Traver) 
Smith;  she  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
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RANK    II.   SWEETLAND.     The    owner    of 


D  the  quarter  section  located  on  section  11. 
Sylvan  Township,  whose  name  is  thai 
quoted  above,  is  one  of  the  progressive  and  enter- 
prising farmers  of  this  locality.  He  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  having  been  born  in  Lodi  Township. 
August  2.  1853.  He  is  a  son  of  Olleton  C.  anil 
Delilah  (llolden)  Sweelland.  Our  subject's  father 
was  horn  in  St.  Lawrence  County.  X.  Y..  Decem- 
ber 12.  1X12.  The  lady  whom  he  married  was  born 
September  15,  1817.  By  this  union  four  children 
were  born,  whose  names  are  Frank  II..  Louis  and 
Lester  who  are  twins  and  Carrie.  The  maternal 
parent  of  our  subject  died  March  -'SO.  IK7:i. 

Prior  to  the  marriage  above  mentioned  our  sub- 
ject's father  had  married  and  lost  his  flrsl  wife, 
who  was  Miss  Sarah  A.  Wasson,a  native  of  Living- 
ston County,  N.  V.  and  was  horn  March  I II.  1818. 
she  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel    Wasson,  and   was 

the  mother   of    three    children — Edgar,    Helen    and 

Miles.  Mrs.  Sarah  Sweetland  died  November  17. 
1850.  Our  subject's  half  brothers  and  sisters 
instituted  families  of  their  own.  Edgar  married 
Mali  11  a  Newell  and  became  the   father   of  two  chil- 


dren— Bert  and    Lewis.     Helen   became  Mrs.  I 
W.Allen  and  her  husband  was  a  soldier  in  the  late 
war.     Miles  married  Clara  Smith   and    became  the 
father  of   four  children — Tracev.  Joyce,  Nina  and 
a   baby  who  is  not  yet   named. 

Of  the  family  to  which  our  subject  belongs,  the 
brother  next  to  himself  married  Miss  Clara  /.aim. 
Lewis  married  Kate  Rieharl  and  is  the  father  of 
two  children — Mark  and  Kay.  Carrie  became  Mrs. 
( '.  W.  Wagoner,  and  is  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren— Ralph,  Carroll  and  Arthur,  while  he  of 
whom  we  write  married  Miss  Julia  A.  Geddes. 
Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents  were  Elezier 
and  Deborah  (Chamberlin)  Sweetland.  natives  of 
Vermont.  The  former  was  a  fanner  in  his  native 
state  but  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Lodi  Township  in  Territorial  days.  There  he  be- 
came the  owner  of  a  large  farm  which  they  con- 
tinued to  live  on  until  the  time  of  their  death. 
They  had  a  family  of  live  children. 

After  coming  to  Michigan  in  1837  our  subject's 
father  settled  in  Lodi  Township,  this  county,  and 
was  engaged  in  farming  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  lie  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
twenty  years  and  both  Supervisor  and  Assessor. 
Our  subject's  maternal  grandparents  were  Charles 
and  Deborah  (Thayer)  Chamberlin.  They  were 
natives  Of  Vermont   who  moved  to  New  York  Mule 

and    were   there  engaged    in    farming,    remaining 

there  until  the  Occurrence  of  their  death.  I'm  :i 
short  time  past  our  subject's  father  has  made  his 
home  with  him  of  whom  we  write,  lie  has  a  hand- 
some property  of  his  own  comprising  two  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land.  An  ardent  Democrat. 
Mr.  Sweetland.  Sr.,  believes  in  the  right  of  free 
trade. 

Frank  1 1.  Sweet  land  purchased  the  farm  where 
he  now  lives  and  which  comprises  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  in  1878.  The  place  is  finely  which 
developed  and  is  well  stocked  with  the  besl  breeds 
of  cattle  and  sheep.  Our  subject  was  married 
March  18,  1878  and  his  wife  being  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Maria  (Jones)  Geddes,  natives  of  New 
York,  who  came  to  Michigan  in  1  x 2 ; »  and  settled 
in  Lodi  Township,  this  county.  They  had  a  family 
of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Minerva  became  a  Mrs.  Davis;  Julia  is  Mrs.  Sweet- 
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land;  Henrietta  is  Mrs.  Frank  Glazier  and  Ermine 
is  now  Mrs.  E.J.  Hoag.  Mrs.  Sweetland's maternal 
grandparents  were  John  and  Susan  (Smallej  i 
Geddes,  natives  New  Jersey  who  came  to  Michigan 
in  1829.  Here  they  lived  until  taken  away  by 
death. 

Our  subject  was  educated  al  Ann  Arbor  in  the 
High  School  and  after  finishing  his  course  lie  was 
engaged  for  three  years  in  teaching  in  this  county. 
His  wife  \\:i>  n  fellow-student  with  himself  al  Ann 
\rbor  and  was  also  engaged  as  :i  teacher  for 
four  years  in  this  county.  Mr.  Sweetland  has 
been  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  Lodi  Township 
and  since  locating  in  Sylvan  Township  has  held 
the  office  of  Drain  Commissioner  and  at  the  present 
time  (  I s;t i )  he  is  Highway  Commissioner.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  arc  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  one  of  the  pro- 
minent  men  i  if  1  hi-  ci  unity. 
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'Sp^LDREDGE    LAFLIN,  deceased,     It  is  with 

'ii-i  pleasure  that  we  represent  in  this  Album 
I  one  Of  the    most   prominent  and  highly  res- 

pected families  of  Washtenaw  County,  and  one  of 
it- st  honored  members  was  the  lamented  gentle- 
man whosename  we  have  just  given.     This  highly 

esteemed  and  eminently  useful  member  of  society 
was  a  native  of  Burlington,  Vt..  where  lie  was  born 
October  3,  I826,beillga  son  of  Ira  B.  and  Laura  A. 
Laflin. 

The  family  migration  to  (  linton  County.  N.  Y.. 
was  made  when  our  subject  was  a  lilt  le  boy .  and 
upon  the  farm  there  and  in  t  he  i  oiuiiioii  schools  he 

was  reared  to    nianh I.       His   excellent    education 

prepared  him  to  become  t  he  pract  ical  man  of  affairs 
that  he  wasknown  to  be.  Hisfathcr  was  a  Scotch- 
man by  biith  and  his  mother  an  Englishwoman. 
The  lady  to  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage 
iii  Ncu  York,  July  10,  1847,  was  Louisa  Miller,  a 
nativeof  the  provinceof  Quebec,  Canada,  and  was 
born  February  13,  1829,  near  the  city  of  Montreal. 
she  is  a  daughter  of  Francis  and  Rosa  (Vas)  Miller. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  France,  and  her  mother 
a    Canadian    of  French    de-cent.     When    quite    a 


small  child  she  removed  with    her  parent-  to   (  lin- 
ton County.  N.  Y.  and    there  grew   to  womanhood. 

Six  of  the  seven  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laflin 
are  still  living,  namely:  Susan,  Horace,  Lewis. 
Henry,  Louisa  and  Clementine.  Susan  i-  the  wife 
of  William  Baxter,  of  Chatham.  Ontario;  Louisa 
has  married  Norva  Aver.-,  and  Clementine  is  the 
wife  of  Jesse  Pepper.  The  son  who  died  was  Prof. 
Ira  L.  It  was  in  the  fall  of  1860,  that  Eldredge 
Laflin  migrated  with  his  family  to  Upper  Canada 
and  for  a  number  of  years,  he  made  that  his  home 
and  was  engaged  in  the  lumbering  business  winch 
he  had  previously  followed.  In  the  spring  of  1871 
he  came  with  his  family  to  Michigan,  and  settled 
on  the  farm  where  his  widow  still  reside-. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  died  in  Ypsilanti 
Township,  January  1  1.  Imkh.  leaving  the  record  of 
a  life  well  spent,  and  being  well  known  as  a  man  of 
thorough  integrity  and  a  kind  and  loving  husband 
and  father.  In  his  death  the  community  exper- 
ienced a  real  loss  and  he  "has  been  mourned  not 
only  by  his  near  friends,  but  throughout  the  neigh- 
borhood and  adjacent  section  of  the  county.  Ib- 
was  a  man  of  public  spirit  and  enterprise  and  a 
willing  helper  in  all  good  works.  IIi>  political 
view-  brought  him  into  alliance  with  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  both   he  and   his   worthy  wife   had 

long  been  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  left  a  good  farm  to  his  family  who 
are  highly  esteemed  in  this  township,  and  who  no 
doubt  inherit  not  only  his  material  possessions  but 
the  nobility  and.  trustworthiness  of  character  which 
so  eminently  marked  him. 


-  i  '    i  '     >  '  j  '   f 


IAIN    MEAD. 


A    comparison    has  often 

(?[  I     been  drawn  between  New  York  and  Mich- 

/    1     igan.  and  thej  are   much  alike   iii  intelli- 

Qy  gence, enterprise  and  product  iveness,  while 

their  natural  features,  made  notable  by  altitude, 
contiguity  to  the  lake  district,  and  abundance  of 
forest  and  mineral  wealth,  will  bear  elo-e  compar- 
ison. That  their  people  a  re  much  alike  is  due  to 
the  fact   that    the  Empire    State  has  given   freely  of 

her  son-  and  daughters  to  help  in  populating  this 
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younger  one  in  the  sisterhood  of  States.  Among 
those  who  have  found  their  native  home  in  New 
York  and  their  manhood  home  here  is  he  of  whom 
we  write. 

This  prominent  fanner  and  stock-raiser  of  Ypsi- 
lanti  Township,  had  his  birth  October  li.  1822,  in 
Westchester  County,  N.  Y.  His  grandfather  Mead 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1*12,  and  his  father, 
William,  and  his  mother,  Sarah  (Baker)  Mead, 
were  both  natives  of  New  York.  Their  son  was 
only  about  one  year  old  when  the  family  removed 
to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  grew  up  upon 
a  farm,  receiving  his  early  education  in  the  distrid 
schools.  As  he  grew  older  he  was  sent  to  the 
Academy  at  Canandaigua,  and  there  he  spent  two 
years. 

January  20,  1847.  was  the  day  upon  which  our 
subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Margaret 
Charlton,  who  was  born  April  29,  1824,  in  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.  Her  parents,  John  and  Margaret 
(Crosier)  Charlton  were  natives  of  England  who 
migrated  to  this  country  in  1801,  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  in  Ontario  County,  N\  Y. 
To  them  were  born  seven  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living,  namely:  William,  who  lives  in  New- 
York;  Isabella,  now  the  widow  of  Ezra  Wilbur,  of 
Ontario  County;  Mrs.  Mead;  and  George,  still  a 
resident  of   Xew  York. 

Mr.  Mead's  father  had  been  twice  married,  and 
of  his  seven  children,  four  survive,  namely:  Alvin: 
Delia,  wife  of  L.  Philips  in  Ontario  County;  James, 
in  Ontario  County;  and  Lewis  who  resides  in 
Council  Grove,  Kan.  To  our  subject  and  his  excel- 
lent wife  have  been  born  three  children:  Charlotte 
A.,  wife  of  Mortimer  Crane;  Frances,  the  wife  of 
Francis  Sweet;  and  Delia,  wife  of  John  Riggs. 
The  emigration  of  this  family  to  Michigan  took 
place  in  1852,  and  they  at  once  made  their  home 
upon  the  land  which  is  now  occupied  by  Mr  Mead. 
This  estate  comprises  one  hundred  acres  of  as  line 
land  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  county,  and  this  has 
been  accumulated  by  the  unfailing  efforts  ami  in- 
dustry of  this  worthy  couple,  and  is  a  standing 
monument  to  their  determination  and  perse- 
verance. 

In  the   school    district    Mr.    Mead    has    for  some 
years  served  as  Treasurer,  and  lie  has  been  an  elli- 


cient  promoter  of  all  movements  for  advance  in 
education  and  morality.  Heand  bis  good  wife  are 
members  of  tin-  Ypsilanti  Grange,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  Steward,  and  in  the  social  life  of  the 
township  they  do  their  full  share  and  make  their 
home  the  scene  of  true    hospitality. 


_^1 
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ETER  W.  CARPENTER  is  the  Teller  of  the 
Ypsilanti  Savings  Bank,  with  which  he  has 
been  connected  in  various  capacities  for  the 
last    ten    years,  having    entered    it     when     it 

was  the  private  banking  establishment  of  Hemp- 
hill, Batchelder  &  Co..  it  being  merged  into  the 
Savings  Hank  in  1889,  and  incorporated  under  the 
State    laws    with    a    capital    stuck    of    $50,000,  at 

which  time  our  subject  assumed  the  position  he 
now  fills.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  born  in  the  town- 
ship of  Wright,  Albany  County,  N.  Y..  February 
16,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Zeno  and  Rachel  (Au- 
champaugh )  ( larpenter. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  for  the  most 
part  in  Schenectady  County,  where  his  parents 
had  moved  when  he  was  quite  }'0ung.  lie  after- 
ward spent  some  time  at  school  at  New  Lebanon 
Springs,  Columbia  County.  N.  Y.  On  finishing  his 
education,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  our  subject  went 
as  a  clerk  in  a  general  store  on  Quaker  Street,  and 
remained  there  for  a  short  time,  afterward  moving 
to  Adrian.  Mich.,  in  1865;  where  he  was  also  en- 
gaged as  a  clerk  in   a  dry-g Is  store   until    1870. 

In  the  above-named  year  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Annie  E.  Sprague,  their  wedding 
being  celebrated  .March  1.  They  almost  immedi- 
ately went  on  a  farm,  Mr.  Carpenter's  health  not 
being  such  as  to  permit  him  to  be  confined  by 
commercial  life.  They  remained  there  for  four 
years,  their  farm  being  located  in  Lenawee  County, 
and  in  1ST.)  he  of  whom  we  write  moved  to  Ypsi- 
lanti. After  locating  here,  again  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  Hour  and  feed  business  in  partner- 
ship with  a  Mr.  Worden,  and  the  business  was 
carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  Carpenter  ifc 
Worden.  After  spending  some  time  in  this  busi- 
ness, our  subject  sold  drj  goods  for  II.  P.  Glover, 
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staying  with  him  for  four  years.  Ai  the  ex- 
pi ration  of  thai  time  he  wenl  mi"  the  lire  insur- 
ance business,  which  he  has  continued  up  to  the 
present  time.  In  the  meantime,  in  1881,  he  was 
appointed  Deputj  County  Registrar  of  Deeds, 
which  oilier  he  held  for  two  years. 

In  1882  Mr.  Carpenter  was  appointed  City  Clerk 
of  Ypsilanti,  and  the  following  year  was  reap- 
pointed, and  during  his  last  term  he  went  into 
the  bank,  since  which  time  his  attention  has  been 
given  chiefly  to  his  work  in  this  institution.  In 
1884  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican  party 
for  Registrar  of  Deeds,  bu1  was  defeated,  owing  to 
his  party  being  largely  in  the  minority,  although 
his  popularity  was  shown  by  his  receiving  aboul 
two  hundred  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  of  this  city, 
the  lodge,  <  Chapter  and  Council  being  here, and  the 
Commandery  at  Ann  Arbor.  He  has  been  presid- 
ing officer  of  each  of  these  three  orders,  and  is  at 
present  the  Senior  Wat-den  of    the    Commandery. 

Mrs.  Carpenter  was  bora  at  Great  Barrington, 
Mass.,  October  23,1849.  she  is  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Fannie  s.  Sprague,  and  lost  her  father 
when  eleven  months  old.  Her  mother  afterward 
married  a  Mr.  A.  Taylor,  of  Sodus  (enter.  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.     They  moved  to   Adrian    in    1869, 

where  the\    lioth   reside     at     the    present    time.      To 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  now  living.  They  are: 
William  s..  Ruth  I..  Egbert  E.(non  deceased), and 
fanny  E.  Zeno  Carpenter,  father  of  Peter  W. 
Carpenter,  was  bora  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y., 
Septembei  L8,  1808.  He  was  by  occupation  a 
farmer,  although    when  a  young    man    he  learned 

the  trade  of  a   shoemaker.      The  greater  part  of  his 

life,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  twenty  years. 
was  spent  in  Schoharie  County.  During  the  latter 
portion  Of  his  life  he  made  his  home  with  Our  sub- 
ject, he  and  his  wife  coming  to  the  Wolverine 
State  in    1871.      His    decease    occurred     March      In. 

1891,  and  his  wife  died  Ma\  6,  1889. 

Peter  \\ .  ( larpenter  is  one  of  two  children  born 
to  his  parents,  the  other  a  sister,  named  Sarah  E., 
now  the  wile  of  Henry  Tater.  who  lives  in  War- 
ncrville.  Schoharie  Counts.  N.  Y.  The  maiden 
name  of  our    Subject's    mother  was     Williur.      she 


was  born  in  Schoharie  County.  N.  Y.,  where  she 
married    Mr.    Auchanrpaugh,   a     farmer,    by    whom 

she  had  two  SOU! lacoli  .1..  of    I  )e I  roil,  and     Levi, 

now  :i  resident  of  Adrian.  Ruth,  the  daughtei  of 
Peter  W.  Carpenter,  graduated  from  the  Ypsilanti 
lliuh  School  in  the  Class  of  '91, and  is  now  a 
student  at  the  state  Normal  School,  pursuing  a 
course  in  German  and  Latin.  She  is  a  talented 
and  intelligent  young  lady,  of  whom  her  parents 
are  justly  proud. 

lO 


is.  LOUISA  J.  TICKNOR,  who  is  a  prom- 
/  \  inent  and  well-known  resident  of  Pitts- 
Held  Township,  was  born  in  Rensselaer 
County.  N.  V..  May  20,  1826.  she  is  a 
daughter  of  Darius  Douglas,  who  was  a  cooper  by 
trade  and  also  a  farmer.  He  came  to  Michigan  in 
September  1835,  and  located  within  two  miles  of 
Ann  Arbor  on  a  section  of  land  which  was  then  an 
absolute     wilderness,   purchasing    ii     from    a    Mi-. 

Smith  who  had  taken  it  up.  lie  was  able  to  give 
his  daughter  only  limited  opportunities  for  educa- 
tion as  what  few  schools  were  to  lie  found  in  this 
vicinity  were  Aery  poor,  lie  moved  into  a  log 
house  and  began   to  clear  the  farm. 

Louisa  .1.  Douglas  was  married  to  <ole~  \\ . 
Ticknor  on  the  9th  of  April.  1844.  lie  was  the 
son  of  lleman  and  Eliza  (Cutler)  Ticknor.  of 
Vermont,  and  was  horn  in  Rensselaer  (  ounty, 
X.  V..  May  is.  is  is.  lie  came  to  Michigan  in 
1836,  and  located  on  section  '■>.  where  William 
Campbell  now  resides.  Hiseducation  had  been  re- 
ceived in  one  of  the  Eastern  academics,  and  for 
some  years  he  taught  school  among  the  farmers, an 
occupation  which  in  those  days  was  a  most    useful 

one.  as  few   had  come    into    the    new    countr\     who 

were  capable  of  giving  instruction.  The  three 
children  who  were  granted  to  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Tick- 
nor were  Luther,  bora   March    is.  1846;   Louis  I'... 

bora  October  8,  1850;   and  a  littli C  who  died  in 

infancy.  The'  father  was  called  aw:i\  from  thi- 
happ\    family  circle.    August  •">.   1872. 

Luther  Ticknor  was  manic. 1  January    '.'7.  1867, 
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to  Louise  Alderton,  of  Essex  County,  England, 
and  they  had  five  children,  namely:  Frank  II.. 
born  December  II.  1867;  Mary  K..  October  6, 
18(5'.);  [na,  October  18,  1871;  Louise  F...  August  3, 
1873;  and  Ellen  1...  March  20,  1875.  The  father 
of  these  children  passed  from  earth  February  9, 
1N7K,  and  was  buried  at  Ann  Arbor.  The  home 
farm  is  now  carried  <m  by  his  eldesl  son  and  the 
grandmother,  employing  some  hired  help.  This 
young  man,  Frank  H.,  was  married  June  I.  1891, 
to  Anne  R.  Judson,  of  Ann  Arl><>r.  daughter  of 
John  I'.  Judson,  a  merchant  of  that  place.  Ina 
married  ( >.  K.  Button,  of  Ann  Arlior.  who  is  now 
a  chemist  in  Chicago,  and  all  the  others  arc  al 
home  with  the  mother.  At  one  time  there  were 
four  generations  upon  the  old  homestead. 

(iiles  W.  Ticknor  was  in  California  for  fifteen 
years,  but  for  three  years  of  that  time  he  was  in 
the  Union  Army,  and  most  of  that  period  was 
spent  in  Indian  warfare.  He  returned  to  Michi- 
gan, however,  some  five  years  before  his  death.  The 
pleasant  home  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Ticknor  is 
the  result  of  her  own  industry  and  energy,  as  for 
ten  yearsshe  was  engaged  in  the  dairying  business, 
in  which  she  was  successful.  In  the  early  history 
of  the  family  the  Presbyterian  Church  was  the  de- 
nomination of  their  choice,  hut  they  are  now  con- 
nected with  the  Methodist  organization.  The 
family  has  been  divided  on  politics.  Mr.  Ticknor's 
father  was  Supervisor  of  the  township,  and  also 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  An  uncle  of  his  was  a  sur- 
geon in  the  United  States  Navy,  and  spent  twenty 
years  of  his  life  on  the  high  seas,  hut  resided  in 
Ann  Arbor  for  five  years,  and  with  his  good  wife 
was  buried  in  that  city. 


«^ 


-vt*j  •••   .'X.  t  *'.    ••• 


S~^  EORGE  MAST.  The  writer  knows  of  no 
I,  --  calling  that  has  been  dignified  and  graced 
V_A  in  modern  poetry  more  than  that  which  in 
practical  life  is  generally  most  prosaic.  Longfel- 
low and  Schiller  especially  have  thrown  a  veil  of 
romance  and  heroism  about  the  towering  form  of 
the  blacksmith,  that  while  if    stands   out    in    all    its 


muscular  strength,  is  lent  an  awe-inspiring  majesty . 

He  whose  name  is   above    has    been    connected    for 

main  years  with  this  calling,  and  is  now  retired 
from  active  labor,  residing  in  Chelsea,  lie  was 
born  in  Wurtembergi  Germany,  December  19, 
1830,and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Mast) 
Masl.  natives  of  the  same  place  in  which  their  son 
was  bom.  Our  subject's  father  was  a  farmer  l>\ 
calling,  and  by  prudent,  provident  ways  bhej 
amassed  a  competency,  and  were  exempt  from  the 
hardships  of   labor  in  their  later  years. 

Our  subject's  parents  passed  away  in  the  Father- 
land. They  were  devoted  members  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  and  were  people  whose  purity  of 
morals  and  simplicity  of  life  made  a  pleasing 
example  for  their  son.  They  had  a  family  of  six 
children,  only  two  of  whom  came  to  America. 
they  being  George,  and  his  sister.  Pauline,  now 
Mrs.  Ottmer,  of  Jackson.  Our  subject's  career  has 
been  closely  connected  with  life  in  America,  the 
greater  part  of  his  manhood  years  being  here 
spent. 

George  Mast  received  (he  educational  advan- 
tages for  which  the  Fatherland  is  so  noted  among 
nations.  He  lived  at  home  until  nineteen  years  of 
age,  and  then  crossed  the  ocean  for  America,  land- 
ing in  New  York  City,  and  thence  proceeding  to 
Detroit,  where  after  a  sta\  of  a  few  days  he  left 
for  Ann  Arbor,  and  thence  moved  to  Dexter, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  blacksmiths'  trade  with 
Asa  Bailey,  and  worked  with  him  for  one  and  a 
half  years,  when  he  came  to  Chelsea  and  finished 
his  trade  with  Newton  RobinSOU,  with  whom 
he  worked  lor  about  four  years,  when  his 
health  failed  him  and  he  gave  up  his  busi- 
ness and  removed  to  Jackson,  remaining  there 
two    years.      Our    subject     came    lo    Chelsea     in 

1850.        After     this     rest     and    the    recuperation    of 

his  health.  Mr.  Mast  "cni  (o  work  al  freedom,  this 
county,  remaining  there  for  two  years,  and  then 
located  in  Dexter,  where  In1  worked  for  three 
years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Chelsea,  first 
working  alone  al  his  trade,  and  later  entering  into 
partnership    with    his    former    employers,    Batcher 

and  Philip  ('bristlier.  Later  Philip  sold  out  and 
some  years  later  our  subject  bought  Ualcher's  inter- 
est   in  tin'   shop,  and   carried  on  the    business  from 
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I  Win  until  he  was  burn  1  oul  in  1888,  when  he 
retired  from  active  business. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  the  owner  of  some 
fine  village  property.  He  firsl  rented  a  dwelling 
•  in  Main  Street,  and  then  boughl  :i  house  on  Mid- 
dle Street.  Later  he  built  the  fine  dwelling  where- 
in he  now  lives,  erecting  it  in  1880,  at  a  cost  of 
$1,600,  which  does  nol  include  the  value  of  the 
lot.  In  1864  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Louisa  Ait/..  < if  Germany,  the  daughter  of  John 
Artz.  Three  children  have  come  to  these  parents; 
they  are  Lizzie,  .Minnie  and  George. 

Mi*.  Mast  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
believing  in  the  power  of  that  body  to  legislate 
for  the  masses.  He  belongs  to  the  German  Labor 
party,  and  he  with  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  of  which  he  is  Secretary.  Our 
subject  is  a  self-made  man,  and  is  one  who  is  re- 
spected by  all,  having  attained  a  high  position 
in  the  regard  of  all  classes  of  people  in  Chelsea. 


x-s,  HARI.KS  II.  Kh.MPF.  Sk.  The  firm  of  R. 
I  Kempf  &  Bro.,  one  of  the  oldest    and   most 

V^/  reliable  banking  institutions  in  Washtenaw 
County,  is  presided  over  by  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  t h i>  sketch.  Their  bank  was  estab- 
lished in  1866.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Bucks 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  January  1,  1831.  He 
i-  a  son  of  John  J.  and  Rosanna  (Myers)  Kempf, 
natives  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany.  They  came  to 
America  about  1830,  and  settled  in  ISurlo  County, 
Pa.,  near  <  Juakertown. 

Our  subject's  father  was  by  trade  a  butcher. 
He  also  engaged  in  farming,  and  in  1*37  he  closed 
out  his  business  in  Pennsylvania  and  started  for 
the  West,  locating  at  Ann  Arbor,  this  state,  where 

he  followed  his  trade  until    a    few  years  before    his 

decease,  when  he  retired  from  active  business,  hav- 
ing accumulated  a  comfortable  fortune  for  those 
times.  He  took  an  active  pari  in  church  matters, 
being  one  of  the  founders,  and  with  his  family  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  the  city  of 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.     The  first  German  school  in  the 


<  i i  \  of  Ann  Arbor  was  held  in  the  basement  of 
his  dwelling.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kempf,  Sr.,  were  the  parents  of  a  family 
of  five  children — ( 'hades  II..  Denah,  Reuben,  God- 
frey   and   Rosa.       Denah   i-  now    Mrs.  Schhit  IcrlieeU. 

of  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Reuben  resides  in  Ann  Arbor; 
Godfrey  lives  in  Pullman,  111.:  Rosa  is  Mrs.  Myers 
and  lives  in  Grand  Ledge,  t li i>  state. 

Our  subjeel  received  his  education  at  Ann  Ar- 
bor, and  there  learned  the  tinsmiths'  trade,  and  in 
1853  started  the  first  tin  shop  at  Chelsea,  Inter  en- 
larging his  business  to  that  of  general  hardware. 
Five  years  after  that  his  brother  came  to  Chelsea, 
and  together  they  went  into  partnership  and 
opened  the  tii  >t  lumber  yard,  also  handling  the 
produce  of  the  country.  They  continued  in  thi> 
business  until  three  year-  ago,  adding  to  their 
other  interest  that  of  the  real-estate  business. 
Mr.  Kempf  has  done  much  to  improve  the  appear- 
ance of  Chelsea,  having  built  business  blocks  and 
houses. 

( lur  subjeel  has  been  accorded  a  prominent  place 
in  the  town.  He  ha-  been  Presidenl  of  the  vill- 
age and  has  held  various  other  offices.  He  is  a 
strong  temperance  advocate  and  an  adherent  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  i-  a 
Trustee.  For  a  time  he  was  County  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Poor,  and  in  fa<  t  has  been  prominently 
connected  with  every  philanthropic  enterprise  that 
has  been  started  in  the  town.  He  i- :i  member  of 
Olive  Lodge,  F.  a-  A.  M.,at  Chelsea. 

In  1855  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Mar\  I'.. 
Freer,  a  native  of  Lima.  Washtenaw  County,  this 
State.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Alvah  and  Phebe  A. 
(Streator)  Freer,  natives  of  New  York,  who  came 
Westaboul  1837  and  engaged  in  farming.  They 
are  now  residents  of  the  village  of  (  helsea.  Four 
children  have  been  accorded  this  estimable  couple, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living,  tin-  eldest  son  hav 

ing  died  al   the  age  Of    two  years.      The   eldest    -on 

now  living,  GeOrge,  manned  Lena  Angeline;  he  i- 
.■i  leading  dry-goods  merchant  at  Chelsea, and  owns 
a  branch    store  at    Manchester.     Wilbur   married 

Catherine  CummingS.  and   i-  one  of  the  prominent 

farmer-  of  this  township  residing  two  miles  south 
of  Chelsea;  he  i-  the  father  of  two  children  —  Leon 
ami  Bessie,     Myrtie   II.  i>  a   graduate  of    Temple 
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Grove  Seminary  of  Saratoga,  N.Y.,  and  is  particu- 
larly proficient  in  music.  Our  subject  enjoys  a 
wide  and  unblemished  reputation  as  being  a  man 
of  the  must  perfect  business  instincts. 


^2s"JWlj 


f/OSEPH  WHITLARK.  Many  of  the  resi- 
dents of  Washtenaw  County  are  of  British 
birth  and  have  engrafted  upon  Western 
ways  the  habits  of  the  sturdy  Anglo-Saxon 
race.  They  have  thus  been  of  great  benefit  espec- 
ially in  the  development  of  a  new  country.  Such 
an  one  we  findin  our  subject  who  was  born  at  Sher- 
wood Hill.  Nottingham,  England,  December  23, 
1829.  His  father,  John,  and  his  mother,  Abbie 
(Wadkin)  Whitlark. were  natives  of  Lancastershire; 
the  mother  died  when  her  son  Joseph  had  reached 
only  the  tender  age  of  five  years. 

Joseph  Whitlark  and  his  three  brothers  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1836,  leaving  their  only  sister. 
Elizabeth,  in  England. where  she  has  always  resided. 
She  is  the  widow  of  John  B.  Edmondson.of  Man- 
chester, a  son  of  the  Edmondson  who  invented  the 
railway  ticket  register.  One  of  the  daughters  mar- 
ried William  Bradshaw,  the  publisher  of  the  weli- 
known  railway  guide.  In  1836  "Uncle  John" 
Whitlark,  as  he  was  called,  secured  land  in  Ann 
Arbor  Township  and  there  erected  a  steam  sawmill 
which  he  put  into  operation.  Having  cleared  up 
his  farm  and  worked  the  trees  into  lumber,  he 
bought  a  twenty-acre  tract  in  Westtield  Township, 
upon  which  he  lived  until  his  death,  which  occur- 
March  1;").  1865. 

The  eldest  son  of  this  family.  William  W.  is  liv- 
ing in  Canada  where  he  is  a  general  agent  for  a  sew- 
in"  machine;  John  W.  settled  on  the  old  homestead 
and  died  some  six  years  since.  His  widow,  who 
was  Clarissa  Fitz  Simmons,  followed  him  to  the 
grave  two  years  later.  The  youngest  son, Thomas, 
lives  in   Peru,  hid. 

Joseph  Whitlark  remained  through  his  youth 
with  his  father  upon  the  farm  and  attended  the 
Beady  School  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  a  first- 
class  Quaker  school  where  he  remained  about  one 
year  when  he  was   fourteen    or    fifteen    years    old. 


Later  he  went  to  Pennsylvania  where  lieattendeda 
Quaker  boarding  school,  his  parents  being  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  In  1848  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land where  he  took  up  the  tailor'.-  trade  for  three 
years  undei  an  agreement  which  kept  him  there 
until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old.  He  then  re- 
turned and  in  connection  with  his  brother  William 
took  charge  of  the  sawmill  upon  his  father's  farm 
for  one  winter  and  then  engaged  in  farming  at 
I  lot-shoe  Lake  in  Nortlitield  Township. 

On  the    24th  of  October,  1853,  .Mr.  Whitlark  was 

married  to  Miss  Lucy  B.  Bilbie,  a  native  of  Not- 
tinghamshire, England,  where  she  was  born  No- 
vember 1,  1K28.  Her  parent.-  were  Walter  and 
Lucy  (Henson)  Bilbie.  who  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1848  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Ann  Arbor 
Township.  The  father  had  been  a  lace  manufact- 
urer in  England  and  died  in  1878  while  he  was 
making  his  home  with  Airs.  Whitlark.  lie  had 
been  bereaved  of  his  wife  two  years  previous.  Mrs. 
Whitlark  is  a  direct  descendant  of  James  11a I  greaves 
the  inventor  of  the  carding-niachine  and  spinning 
jenny  now  in  common  use.  To  her  have  been  born 
four  sons — Walter  J.,  Lawrence  1!..  Arthur  II.  and 
an  infant  unnamed.  Waller  was  graduated  in  the 
Pharmacuetical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan  in  1876  and  remained  with  his  parents 
on  the  farm  until  his  death.  which  tooh  place  July 
28,  1888,  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  thirty- 
three  years.  He  left  a  wife  and  one  chilil.  the 
former  being  Ida  E..  a  daughter  of  Chauncey  Or- 
CUtt.  The  child.  Lawrence  ( '..  is  now  ten  year- old 
and  he  and  his  mother  live  with  his  grandparents. 
Our  subject's  sou.  Lawrence  I'...  who  was  born 
May  1.  1859,  passed  from  earth  June  28,  1875; 
Arthur  H.  took  a  course  in  the  civil  and  mining 
engineering  department  of  the  University  and  in 
March,  188(1,  was  appointed  clerk  in  the  Post- 
offlce  Department  at  Washington,  having  success- 
fully passed  an  examination  and  being  the  first 
appointee  out  of  fourteen  who  were  examined. 
Ills  wife  was    Katie  Specchley.  of  Ann   Arbor,  who 

was    graduated    at     the    High    ScI I.    taking   a  di 

ploma  of  high  rank.  They  have  one  child.  Edna, 
born  September  22,  1 890. 

After    living  nine  years  in    Norlhlield  Township 
our  subject  took  charge  of  his  wife's  father'-    farm 
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for  three  years  and  in  1867  secured  the  presenl 
farm,  consisting  of  one  liundred  and  twenty  acres, 
lie  has  fifteen  or  sixteen  acres  of  peaches, compris- 
ing some  two  thousand  frees,  and  blackberries 
and  raspberries  in  abundance,  lie  lias  ever  been 
a  public-spirited  and  enterprising  man  ami  was  in- 
strumental in  securing  the  passage  of  the  Toledo 
Railway  through  Ann  Arbor,  lie  has  long  been 
interested  in  the  subject  of  drainage  and  tilling 
and  while  living  near  Whitmore  Lake  he  projected 
the  plan  of  lowering  the  lake  by  drainage  lor  the 
benefit  of  the  surrounding  lowlands.  By  the  aid 
of  the  County  Drain  Commissioners  and  Joseph 
Pray  this  was  finally  accomplished  by  widening 
and  deepening  the  outlet,  lie  has  held  a  number 
of  offices  in  the  district  but  has  little  taste  tor  poli- 
tics, lie  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Pomolog- 
ieal  Society,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  being  one  of  its  Trustees  and  the  Treas- 
urer. 

In  connection   with    this   biographical    notice   is 
presented  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Whitlark. 


V_ 


i!  >  H.  SWEET.  His  place  of  business  being 
\  /  located  on  West  Congress  Street.  Ypsi- 
VV  lanti,  our  subject  there  carries  on  a  large 
and  lucrative  trade,  being  an  extensive  dealer  in 
dry-goods,  lie  located  where  he  now  is  in  1ST:!. 
anil  since  that  time  has  kept  the  reputation  which 
he  at    first  made    for   carrying    the    best    selected 

stock  of   g Is  in    the  city.      Mr.  Sweet    was    horn 

in  Saratoga  County.  N. Y.,  February  11.  1847.  lie 
is  a  son  of  John  M.  and  .Mary  (Woods)  Sweet, 
both  of  whom  were  horn  in  Saratoga  County.  the 
former  being  a  farmer  bj  occupation. 

W.  II.  Sweet  received  the  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation while  still  living  in  Saratoga  County.  In 
1864,  with  his    family,  he  i-aine    lo  Michigan  and 

located  in  the  township  of  Pittsfield.  lie  remained 
there  and  was  engaged  in  agricultural  work  until 
September  7.  1867,  when  he  came  lo  this  city  as  a 
clerk  in  the  old  Farmers'  Store,  lie  was  engaged 
in  thai  capacity  for  two  years,  and  afterward  »cnl 


with  Henderson  A-  Glover,  beginning  his  clerk- 
ship with  them  September  21.  1869,  and  remaining 
with  them  until  February  19, 1873,  when  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  William  Bobbins,  the  firm  name 

being  RobbinS  &  Sweet.  They  were  engaged  ex- 
tensively in  handling  dry-goods  and  wen-  success- 
ful in  business.  The  partnership  existed  until 
January  '21.  1881,  when  our  subject  boughl  out 
his  partner's  interest  and    has   since   continued  bj 

himself.      He  has  a   large  store   and    carries  the  besl 

line  of  goods  iii  the  city.  The  Ccnnmerciul  of  Sep- 
tember  17.  1887,  says:  ••Twenty  years  ago  Wed- 
nesday W.  II.  Sweet  came  to  Vpsilanti  to  live.  He 
began  as  a  clerk  in  the  Farmers'  Store,  working 
for  his  board,  and  after  spending  two  years  in  that 
business  and  sometime  otherwise  engaged,  he  be- 
gan business  for  himself  nineteen  years  ago,  and 
has  continued  until  the  present  •time.  His  Career 
has  been  a  successful  one.  having  an  extensive. 
finely-established  and  lucrative  business,  which  at- 
tests to  his  ability,  he  having  built  it  up  by  his 
own  exertions  and  without  assistance." 

Doubtless  the  success  which  has  attended  our 
subject's  efforts  is  a  result  of  the  fact  that  he  has 
given  to  it  his  whole  and  undivided  attention  and 
time.  Everything  that  appeals  to  the  feminine 
taste  and  to  domestic  comfort  in  the  way  of  wear- 
ing apparel  may  be  found  in  the  finely  assorted 
line  which  our  subject  carries.  His  line  is  not 
only  complete  but  his  store  is  attractive,  lie  is 
also  a  stockholder  of  the  Ann  Arbor  A-  Vpsilanti 
Railroad,  and  is  now  Alderman  from  the  first 
Ward.  lie  and  his  wife  arc  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  Mr.  Sweet  is  connected  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  and  has  attained  to  the  (  oin- 
mandery. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  to  Miss 
Amanda  E.  Secly.  a  daughter  of  .lames  F.  Secly. 
Their  nuptials  were  solemnized  February  27.  1873. 
They  have  three  children — Charles  S..  Clara  E. 
and  Anion  .1..  for  whom  the  parents  are  very  am- 
bitious and  are  determined  that  no  pains  or  money 
shall  be  spared  in  their  education.  February  19, 
1891,  Mr.  sweet  gave  a  banquet  to  the  dry- 
goods  and  clothing  men  of  this  city,  it  befog  the 
eighteenth  anniversary  of  the  commencement  of 
his  mercantile  life  in  Vpsilanti.     It    was   the  first 
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;iff;iir  of  the  kind  ever  given  here,  and  was  carried 
out  iii  a  most  perfect  manner,  and  did  much  to 
cement  the  friendship  of  the  business  men  of  this 
place.  Mr.Sweet  is  the  President  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  in  this  city  and  is 
greatly  interested   in   the  work. 


3*J**f  •$••}• 
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AMES  .1.  PARSHALL.  This  gentleman  of 
whom  we  now  write,  whose  pleasant  home 
is  to  lie  found  in  Ann  Arbor  Township,  is 
descended  on  both  side-  from  heroic  and 
high  minded  people  who  considered  principle  above 
policy,  ami  loyalty  to  God  and  liberty  as  above  all 
considerations  of  comfort  and  ease.  His  parents 
were  John  and  Persis  (Hopkinson)  Parshall,  the 
former's  ancestors  being  of  Huguenot  birth. who  led 
from  their  native  home  during  the  persecutions  of 
Louis  XIV,  and  located  in  Orange  County.  X.  Y.. 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
On  the  mother's  side  our  subject  comes  from  good 
old  Revolutionary  stock,  they  coming  to  this  coun- 
try from  England  in  1636,  as  Jonathan  Hopkin- 
son and  four  of  his  sons.  Caleb  (Mr.  Parshall's 
grandfather).  David,  Jonathan,  and  John  enlisted 
111  the  Continental  Army  and  served  the  cause  of 
freedom  through  that  terrible  struggle. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Palmyra,  X.  V..  Febru- 
ary 2:!.  1820,'and  his  father,  John  Parshall,  who 
was  a  contractor  on  the  Erie  Canal  in  New  York, 
and  also  on  the  Cleveland  and  Columbus  Canal  in 
Ohio,  removed  in  I*:!:!  with  his  family  to  Michi- 
gan and  was  further  engaged  on  the  Detroit  and 
Saginaw  turnpike  and  later  on  the  Clinton  and 
Kalam/.oo  (  anal. 

The  record  of  patriotism  which  we  have  already 
given  docs  not  by  any  means  tell  the  history  of 
the  exploit-,  of  this  family,  as  John  Parshall  was  a 
captain  in  the  War  of  HS12  and  saw  battle  at  Lew- 
iston  and  received  a  land  grant  for  his  services, 
while  his  wife's  father  and  five  of  her  brothers 
were  also  engaged  in  this  same  war-like  service 
and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane 
(die  son,  Paul,  was  captured  at  Queenstown  and 
was   confined   in    Quebec    until    an    exchange  was 


effected.  John  Parshall  died  at  Mendon,  Si.  Jos- 
eph  County,  Mich.,  October  7.  1858,  and  his  widow 
received  a  pension  through    the    remainder  of  her 

life  which  lasted  some  twenty   years. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  days  laboring  with 
his  father  in  the  different  enterprises  which  he  un- 
dertook. In  1841  they  were  large  contractors  on 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  and  were  success- 
ful and  prosperous  in  their  work,  but  when  the 
State  of  Illinois  suspended  work  on  the  public  en- 
terprises they  were  thrown  into  financial  difficul- 
ties which  greatly  embarrassed  them,  but  they 
were  so  happy  a-  to  be  able  to  pay  all  obligation- 
and  soon  began  life  again. 

The  children  who  came  to  bless  the  union  of 
James  Parshall  and  Esther  McFarlend  are  Julian 
( ;..  of  Bucyrus,  <  >hio,  Adrian  J.,  who  i-  connected 
with  tin'  bankal  Cheyenne, Wyo.;  Florence, who  i- 
now  Mrs.  C.  R.  Henry  of  AuSable.  .Mrs.  Parshall 
died  in  1856  and  her  husband  then  married  Chris- 
tiana  Culbertson  of  Tecumseh,  Mich.,  by  whom  he 
had  one  son,  Charles  T.,  who  is  now  married  to 
Miss  Annie  White  and  lives  on  the  farm.  Mr. 
Parshall  in  February,  1869,  was  called  to  lay  in 
her  grave  this  companion, and  in  November,  1870, 
he  married  Mrs.  Sarah  (Twamley)  Stevenson,  his 
present  wife,  who  has  borne  him  one  child.  Lena, 
a  young  lady  of  seventeen  and  a  student  in  the 
High    School. 

Mrs.  Parshall  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Ellen 
(Mclyneaux)  Twamley.  natives  of  Ireland,  where 
Mr.  Twamley  had  can  ied  on  a  mercantile  business 
in  Dublin.  His  daughter  was  born  September 
25,  1836,  111  Lyndon  Township,  this  county,  and 
was  tor  several  years  the  wife  of  Francis  L.Steven- 
son of  Dexter.       After  his    death,  which  took  place 

September  9,  1864,  she  removed  to  Ann  Arbor, 
which  was  her  home  unlil  her  marriage  with  Mr. 
Parshall.  She  had  1  wo  children  by  her  previous 
marriage:  Ellen  L..  wife  of  W.  D.  Washburn,  an 
able  attorney  of  Chicago.  She  departed  this  life 
at  her  home  in  Chicago,  October  I."'.  1891;  Harry, 
died  August  16,  1864, aged  sixteen   months. 

The  farm  of    Mr.    Parshall    < iprises    someone 

hundred  acres  and  upon  it  he  has  five  thousand 
peach  trees  and  aboul  thirteen  hundred  pear  tree-. 
His  crop  generally    averages    al 1    two  thousand 
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bushels  of  peaches  :in«l  he  makes  a  specialty  of 
fruit.  Hi-  was  the  first  man  to  settle  upon  land 
between  Ann  Arbor  and  Geddesburg  when  there 
was  nut  a  road  aor  a  tree  cul  through  this  section. 
He  stands  at  the  bead  of  tbe  fruitgrowers  in  this 
county  as  be  has  an  orchard  of  six  thousand  five 
hundred  trees,  mainly  peaches,  and  all  are  the 
finest  grades  of  t  ruit. 

In  1842  our  subject  received  a  commission  as 
Captain  of  Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment  Michigan 
Militia,  in  politics  he  always  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  part)  and  was  County  Drainage  <  om- 
missioner  from  1*<'>:>  until  1870.  Ele  has  also  been 
Treasurer  of  tbe  Washtenaw  County  Agricultural 
and  Horticultural  Society,  and  has  held  the  same 
office  in  both  the  county  Pomological  Society  and 
tluj  Pioneei  Society  of  Washtenaw  (  ounty. 


•^^i 


■ 


JOHN  II.  SPERRY,  the  son  of  Samuel  A.  and 
Miranda  M.  «  Page)  Sperry  was  born  in  Ann 
Arbor  in  1836,  and  hen  received  not  only 
his  fundamental  but  fuller  education.  Af- 
ter his  father  purchased  the  farm  in  1845  it  became 
his  home  and  he  was  there  trained  in  the  practical 
duties  of  agriculture,  which  he  has  continued  to 
follow.  The  father,  Samuel  A.,  was  born  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  October  10,  1804,  and  was  there  edu- 
cated. He  was  one  in  a  family  of  nine  whose 
names  were  as  follows:  William.  George,  Joseph, 
Samuel.  John,  Ansel,  Lyman,  Harriett,  and  one 
other  si-tei .  Lyman,  who  is  the  only  one  now  sur- 
viving, is  a  blacksmith  at  Saginaw. 

The  familv  were  early  settlers  of  Connecticut, 
the  grandfather,  Samuel,  being  of  [rish  blood,  and 
the  grandmother  beingof  l>ut  ;b  stock.  The  father 
of  our  subject  came  from  Hartford  to  Michigan, 
hi-  lirother  William  preceding  him  to  this  part  of 
the  country  and  starling  a  shop  at  Ypsilanti.  Ji 
Dexter,  Of  Dexter,  bllill  a  shop  for  him  there,  and 
endeavored  to  have  him  locate  near  him.  1 1  is  first 
bouse  in  Ann  Ardor  was  built  in  1827,  on  what  is 
now  the  -ite  of  the  Staebler  Manufactory.  His 
own  mother  had  died  some   years  before,  and  his 


father's  health  having  failed  he  had  been  the  sup- 
port ot  tin-  family  from  the  age  of  fourteen.  He 
was  a  skilled  mechanic  and  hi-  industry  and  ability 
soon  gave  him  the  needed  -tart  in  lite. and  hesoon 
was  able  to  accumulate  property.  His  brother 
George  "a-  hi-  partner  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
.lame-.  :i  -on  of  hi-,  i-  -till  livinir  in  the  county. 

In  Buffalo,  X.  V..  the  young  man  bad  met  Mir- 
anda, the  daughter  of  Unfit-  Page,  who  settled  in 
Superior  Township  in  1826,  and  this  young  lady 
became  hi-  wife  in  1829.  Her  brother  Stephen  i- 
now  the  only  one  of  the  family  remaining  in  this 
pari  of  the  Mat.-,  si,,.  Ua-  born  October  28,  1*12. 
in  Massachusetts,  and  her  death  occurred  May  2*. 
1888,  in  her  seventy-sixth  year.  All  of  Samuel 
Sperry's  brothers  came  to  Michigan  at  various 
time-,  hut  a  son  of  George  is  the  only  one  now 
living  in  the  county.  He  made  his  first  purchase 
of  land  about  the  year  1830,  and  added  to  the 
farm  at  different  time-,  and  finally  made  hi-  home 
upon  it  in  1839. 

The  father  of  our  subject  withdrew  from  bis 
business  in  town  some  three  or  tour  years  prior  to 
hi-  death,  anil  erected  a  -hop  on  the  farm.  Aboul 
1*11  he  built  the  present  house,  much  of  the  work 
on  which  he  did  himself.  Hi-  business  grew  to 
immense  proportion-,  and  developed  into  a  wagon 
a. id  carriage  manufactory  in  Ann  Arbor,  lie  be- 
gan t->  learn  hi-  trade  at  tin  age  of  eight  years,  as 
his  father  wa-  an  edg<  tool  manufacturer,  and 
made  a  specialty' in  this  line,  lie  worked  at  the 
and  anvil  until  tin-  very  la-t  week  if  his  life. 
While  in  partnership  with  Lum  Woodruff,  he  be- 
gan to  manufacture  barometers,  carrying  this  on 
extensively  for  four  years,  but  finally  abandoned 
the  enterprise.  He  east  the  first  plow  that  was 
ever  casl  wesl  of  Detroit.  He  was  an  old-line 
Whig,  and  was  ever  interested  in  politics  and  used 
often  to  say  that  he  cast  hi- tir-t  vote   for  Andrew 

.lack-on. 

Our  subject  gave  special  attention  to  the  clear- 
ing and  developing  of  the  farm,  and  his  one  hun- 
"dred  and  sixty  acre-  constituting  the  homestead,  is 
finely  cultivated.  His  father's  family  consisted  of 
foul  children,  two  Ol  whom  died  in  infancy,  the 
two  who  ii\<d  being  our  subject  and  George  Eld- 
ward,  who  lives  in  Pittsfield  Township.     A-   soon 
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as  he  was  old  enough  to  take  the  management  of 
the  farm  off  the  hands  of  liis  father  he  did  so.  :m<l 
started  to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade,  but  after 
working  at  it  one  day,  he  was  taken  ill.  and  for 
three  years  suffered  with  the  chills  and  fever,  and 
he  did  not  try  to  further  prosecute  his  apprentice- 
ship, but  contented  himself  with  general  farming. 
John  Sperry  was  married  April  2*.  1864,  to  Miss 
Kittie  C.  Snyder,  daughter  of  John  Snyder,  an 
early  settler  in  this  county.  She  was  horn  June 
12.  1837,  and  died  June  23,  1890,  leaving  three 
daughters:  Miranda  Belle,  aged  twenty-three;  Car- 
rie May.  aged  twenty;  and  Ora  Page,  a  young  girl 
of  fifteen  years.  These  daughters  are  ail  at  home. 
and  brighten  and  cheer  the  household,  which  feels 
the  loss  of  the  mother.  They  are  still  pursuing 
their  studies,  the  elder  being  a  Senna-  in  the  Uni- 
versity and  Carrie  a  Junior  in  thesame  institution, 
while  Ora  is  a  Sophomore  in  the  High  School. 
Miss  Belle  has  also  had  some  experience  in  teach- 
ing, as  she  was  for  one  year  thus  engaged  in  the 
city  schools.  They  are  all  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist, Episcopal  Church  in  which  Mr.  Sperry  has  been 
active  for  over  thirty  years.  Mrs.  Sperry  was  a 
prominent  church  worker,  and  was  identified  with 
the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  and  all 
temperance  work.  Mr.  Sperry  is  an  active  Prohi- 
bitionist and  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  temper- 
ance movement. 


=§>^<1=^ 
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UDGE  J.  WILLARD  BABBITT.  The  gen 
tleman  whose  sketch  is  here  given  is  the  pre- 
siding genius  of  the  Probate  Court  of  Wash- 
tenaw County,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  prominent  attorneys  in  Ypsilanti.  He  figures 
conspicuously  in  political  circles,  and  in  him  the 
Democratic  party  finds  one  of  the  strongest  of  its 
representatives  in  this  locality.  Judge  Babbitt  was 
born  in  Ontario  ('(.unity.  X.  Y.,  in  what  is  now 
Gorham,  but  al  that  time  Bethel.  His  natal  day 
was  November  31,  1836.  He  is  a  son  of  Dr.  John 
W.  Babbitt,  who  was  horn  in  Danville.  \'t. 

Our  subject's   paternal   grandsire,    Dr.  I'ri  Bab- 


bitt, was  a   native  of    Massachusetts,  where  hew-as 

a    practicing    physician    and    surgl lie.    how- 

ever.  removed  to  Vermont,  and  was  there  a  pio- 
neer physician  in  Caledonia  County  in  the  city 
Of  Danville.  H(  served  in  the  War  of  IS  12.  and 
when  his.  decease  finally  occurred  in  Danville  he 
was  ninety  years  old.  He  was  of  English  descent. 
Our  subject's  father  was  a  graduate  of  the  Medical 
College  at  Burlington,  on  Lake  Champlain,  and 
after  finishing  his  course  located  in  Vermont.  In 
1828  he  went  to  New  York  and  practiced  medi- 
cine in  Ontario  County,  being  one  of  the  old  style 
practitioners,  who  was  constantly  equipped  with  a 
horse  and  saddle  bags.  In  1848  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan with  his  family,  having  the  previous  year 
made  a  prospecting  tour  through  the  State.  Lo- 
cating in  Ypsilanti,  he  here  established  a  line  prac- 
tice, and  continued  in  hi-  profession  until  his 
death.  He  served  as  County  Coronei  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  when  hi-  decease  occurred,  in 
January.  1891,  he  had  very  nearly  reached  the  age 
of  ninety  years,  lie  was  a  man  of  remarkable 
constitution  and  one  who  was  highly  respected  in 
this  city.  Babbitt  Street  in  Ypsilanti  is  so  named 
for   him. 

Before  her  marriage  our  subject's  mother  was  a 
\Ii"  Philillda  Walker,  who  was  horn  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Silas  Walker,  who 
was  also  born   in   (  onnecticut.      lie  was    a     lawyer. 

but  for  years  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  Albany,  X.  Y.  Later  lie  settled  at  Gor- 
ham, where  lie  purchased  a  farm,  running  it  in 
connection  with  hi.-  work  for  the  Government.  He 
died  at    his    farm  at    the    age    of    eighty-six    yeai'S. 

Mrs.  Babbitt's  mother  died   in  1889,  in    then tli 

of  October,  when  she  was  nearly  eighty  years  of 
age.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Our  subject  is  one  of  three  children,  he  being  the 
oldesl  of  the  family.  The  second  in  birth,  Charles 
W.,  resides  at  Jackson  and  i-  a  train  dispatcher  on 
the  Michigan  Central  Railroad;  George  \\ .  is 
Chief  Train    Dispatcher   for  the  Canada  Southern 

mill   is  located  at   St.  Thomas,  Canada. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  State   until 

he  had    reached    years   of    maturity.      He    came     to 

this  State  with  his  parents  in  1848.  and  from  De- 
troit came    by    Strap    Bailroad    to   Ypsilanti.     Hi- 
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education  was  acquired  in  its  rudiments  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  city.  Having  two  uncles 
who  wrif  attorneys  of  prominence  al  Geneva, 
N.  Y.,  in  1858  our  subject  went  back  to  the  Em- 
pire State  and  began  the  stud)  of  law  under  Cal- 
vin Walker.  1 1 « ■  remained  with  him  until  1861, 
when  be  returned  to  Michigan  and  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  graduating  from  the  law  de- 
partment in  1862. 

Like  many  another  who  prepared  for  a  profess- 
ional course,  our  subject's  loyalty  and  patriotism 
were  Bred  by  the  strife  of  the  (  ivil  War.  Future 
hopes  were  thrown  to  the  winds  and  he  entered  the 
Commissary  Department  of  thearmyas  head  clerk, 
his  post  being  at  Danville,  Ky.,  and  he  was  lo- 
cated there  and  at  Nicholasvillc  until  lsw;;>.  Early 
in  that  year  he  returned  to  this  place.  bu1  soon 
after  went  to  St.  "Louis,  and  thence  to  Omaha.  Neb. 
When  he  first  went  there  there  were  no  railroads, 
the  first  being  put  through  during  his  stay,  and 
he  rode  on  the  lirst  flat  car  which  went  out  of 
Omaha  ill  1866.  He  was  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  that  city  for  a  year,  and  dur- 
ing his  stay  there  made  a  trip  through  the  State. 
going  two  hundred  miles  beyond  Kearney.  Ne- 
braska at  that  time  had  not  even  a  promise  of 
being  the  prosperous  and  popular    State    it  now  is. 

In  1867  our  subject  returned  to  Vpsilauti  and 
established  a  law  practice.  Here,  in  1875,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  .Indue  Emerick,  now  of 
Alpena.  They  maintained  their  partnership  from 
1X7.")  to  1878.  After  that  Judge  Babbitt  was  en- 
gaged with  .Mr.  Griffin  until  1881;  since  which 
time  he  has  been  alone.  Our  subject  was  married 
at  Port  Huron.  .Mich.,  in  1867,  to  Miss  Florence 
Smaller,  who  was  bom  in  Friendship.  Allegany 
County,  N.  V.     she  was  a   daughter  of  Mortimer 

C.  Smalley,  an  early    settler  in   this  place,    lint   now 

a  resident  of  Caseville,  this  state.  Mr-.  Babbitt 
was  educated  anil  reared  for  the  most  part  in  this 
city.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of 
four  children,  all  daughters.  They  are:  Nora. 
Alice  I..:  Nancy  1'.  and  Florence  C.  Thc\  are  all 
attendants  at  the  Michigan  State  Normal  School, 
and  arc  bright  and  aC( iplished  young  ladies. 

.Indue  Babbitt  was  (  it\  Clerk  from  1869  to 
1877,  and    was   Circuit    Court    Commissioner    for 


eight  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  was 
elected     Prosecuting    Attorney,   and    in    the  fall  of 

1888  was   nominated  on  tin-   Democratic  ticket  as 

.Indue  of    the    Probate    (Hurt.       Being     elected,  he 

took  his  position  iii  January,  1889.  His  duties  re- 
quire his  presence  both  in  Ann  Arbor  and  in  thi- 
city.     Our   subjecl   is  a  strong    Democrat    and   a 

member  of  both  county  and  State  conventions. 
He  has  always  been  an  ardent  and  interested 
worker  in   local  and  State  politics. 


RA  T.  COLBY,  deceased.  When  a  citizen  of 
worth  and  character  has  departed  from  tin- 
life,  it  is  meet  that  those  who  survive  him 
should  keep  in  mind  his  life  work,  and  should 
hold  up  to  the  knowledge  and  emulation  of  the 
young  his  virtues  and  the  characteristics  which 
distinguished  him  and  made  him  worth)  of  the 
esteem  of  his  neighbors.  We.  therefore,  present 
to  our  readers  a  narrative  of  the  life  of  the  repre- 
sentative pioneer  whose  name  we  have  just  given. 
He  was  a  native  of  Washington  County.  Vt.,  and 
was  born  September  21.  1810,  being  a  Son  of  Levi 
ami  Rachel  Colby.  His  early  training  and  school 
were  taken  in  his  native  state,  and  he  there  grew 
to  manhood. 

The  young  man  now  decided  to  establish  a 
home  of  his  own.  and  to  that  end  took  to  himsi  If 
a    wife    in     the    person    of    Irene    Merritt,  who  was 

bun  in  Washington  County,  Vt„  February  ■'>. 
1820,  and  a  daughter  of  Giles  and  Sarah  Merritt. 
Theii  union  took  place  September  •_".•.  1838,  and  to 
them  were  born  six  children,  two  of  whom  are 
living — Henry  and  Sarah,  which  latter  is  the  wife 
of   R.  Wortley.     Shortly  after  their   marriage   Mr. 

and  Mis.  Colby  emigrated  to  the  Wolverine  Slate, 
and  tor  about  two  year-  made  their  home  in  Ypsi- 
lanti.  Their  next  home  wa-  the  farm  where  the 
widow  of  our  subject  now  resides,  which  is  situ- 
ated on  sect  ion    31,  in   Vp>ilanli    Township.      Here 

they  made  their  home  in  the  primeval  forests  and 
undertook  hard  pioneer  work.  The)  worked  to- 
gether with  great  unit)  ami  took  thorough  enjoy- 
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incut  in  their  mutual  enterprises,  and  before  his 
death  they  had  .subdued  the  wild  farm  and  had  it 
in  a  highly  cultivated  state. 

Our  subject  died  June  3,  1888,  and  the  county 
then  lost  one  of  its  most  honorable  and  honored 
citizens  and  venerable  pioneers.  lie  was  known 
far  and  wide  for  integrity  and  fair  dealing,  and 
enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who 
knew  him.  His  political  views  brought  him  into 
sympathy  with  the  Republican  party.  To  his 
widow  he  left  two  hundred  acres  of  fine  land,  the 
product  of  their  life  work  together.  Mrs.  Colby 
shares  in  the  esteem  which  is  given  to  the  pioneers 
of  this  section,  and  has  the  affectionate  regard 
of  the  community.  She  is  an  earnest  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  efficient  in 
its  service  and  in  the  charitable  work  iii  which  it 
engages. 


-5: 


^+$f 


r/OHN  II.  LEMEN.  This  well-known  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  of  Ypsilanti  who  is  prom- 
inent not  only  in  his  profession  but  in 
political  and  social  circles  was  born  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  this  State,  near  Whitmore  Lake, 
on  November  18,  1857.  He  has  succeeded  in  his 
practice  Dr.  Knappand  is  the  only  practicing  phy- 
sician in  the  Fifth  Ward,  lie  is  a  man  of  tine 
physique  and  genial  nature, and  hie  popularity  both 
social  and  professional  is  undoubted. 

Hiram  Lemen.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Steuben  County,  X.  V..  and  the  grand- 
father William  was  also  a  farmer  and  brought  his 
family  to  Michigan  in  1831,  traveling  from  Detroit 
to  Whitmore  Lake  by  team  ami  taking  up  three 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  woodland  in  Green 
Oak  Township.  There  they  made  their  home  in  a 
lot;-  house  and  the  grandfather  lived  to  reach  the 
age  of  ninety-eight.  He  was  a  true  pioneer  in  spirit 
and  a  huntsman  of  considerable  skill. 

Hiram  Lemen  was  a  mere  boy  when  he  came  here 
and  came  into  possession  of  the  old  homestead,  hay- 
ing about  one  hundred  acres  of  laud,  and  died  here 
of  pneumonia  at  the  age  of  fifty-four.     His  death 


was  unexpected,  as  he  was  a  man  of  strong  con- 
stitution, hut  after  a  nine  days'  sickness  he  expired. 
lie  was  prominent  in  the  township  affairs  and  held 
various  offices. 

Minerva  Highland  was  the  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  and  she  was  horn  in  Grove- 
land,  Livingston   County,  N.  Y.     Her    father   was 

of   Scotch  birth  and  died  soon    after    bringing    his 

family  to  Michigan.  He  wasanearnesl  Republican 
and  a  devoted  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The 
mother  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead  and  is 
now  sixty-four  years  of  age.  Her  three  children 
are  Clarence  A.,  Frank  11.,  and  our  subject. 

John  II.  Lemen  studied  in  the  district  schools 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  and  then 
took  one    year    in     the    Ann     Arbor     Hitch     School 

and  all  through  his  youth  he  cherished  the  hope  of 
studying  medicine,  although  he  found  it  necessan 
to  remain  at  home  for  a  few  years  after  his  father's 
death  in  order  to  keep  affairs  running  in  the 
proper  channel  there.  In  1«7.S  he  entered  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
and  pursued  his  studies  there,  still  remaining  at 
hoine  during  the  spring  season  to  care  for  the  farm. 
In  1880  he  entered  the  Michigan  College  of  .Medi- 
cine at  Detroit,  taking  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  in   1 881. 

The  young  physician  now  looked  aboul  him  for 
a  location  and  decided  to  go  to  Dakota,  being  :it- 
tracted  by  prospects  in  the  valley  of  the  Jim  River. 

He  located  at  Hitchcock  in  Beadle  County,  and 
after  practicing  there  for  three  years  his  wife's  ill 
health  induced  him  to  return  to  Michigan  anil  he 
threw  up  a   large   and    successful     practice     for    her 

sake  and  located  in   Dixboro,  Washtenaw  County, 

where  he  engaged  in  practice  here  for  five  years. 
Bui  this  sacrifice  was  rendered  futile  by  the  death 
of  this  beloved  wife,  the  sprint;  following  his  re- 
turn  to  this  State. 

In  April.  1891,  Dr.  Lemen  bought  out  the  prac- 
tice of  I  )r.  1>.  E.  Knapp  one  of  the  oldest  physicians 
of  this  city,  and  locating  here  engaged  in  prac- 
tice, having  not  only  a  city  clientage  bul  also  a 
six-mile  ride  in  the  country.   Besides  carrying  on  a 

general  practice  he  makes  s ithing  of  a  specialty 

of  treating  catarrh  with  the  compressed  air  treat- 
men  1  and  in  t his  is  quite  successful. 
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The  marriage  of  Dr.  Lemen  with  Lizzie  II.  Field, 
took  place  a1  Whitmore  Lake  in  the  fall  of  ixm. 
shr  w:i>  born  in  Green  Oak  Township  and  thither 
she  returned  to  die  in  the  spring  of  1886.  The 
second  marriage  of  this  professional  gentleman 
took  place  in  Superior  Township,  this  county  in 
1888  and  he  was  then  united  with  Maude S.  Shank 
laud,  who  was  horn  in  Superior  Township,  and 
received  a  thorough  education  at  the  state  \  irmal 
School,  after  which  she  taught  for  a  number  of 
years. 

The  two  children  who  have  brightened  the  home 
of  Dr.  Lemen  and  Ids  good  wife  are  Ivah  and 
Bessie.  The  Doctor  has  been  Health  Offlcerof  Su- 
perior Township  for  five  years  and  Examining 
Physician  of  the  Red  Cross  Organization,  besides 
being  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  is  identified  with 
the  "Washtenaw  Count)  .Medical  Society  and  is 
considered  one  of  its  shining  lights,  and  in  the 
Republican  county  conventions  he  is  frequently  a 
delegate,  and  there  as  everywhere  his  judgment  is 
respected  and  his  opinion  sought. 


f  LFRED  DAVENPORT.  Prominent  in  ag- 
ricultural circles  is  the  gentleman  ofwhom 
'  we  now  write,  who  was  born  in  Saline 
Township,  this  county,  January  17.  1X44. 
His  parents,  Abraham  and  Jemima  C.  (Hobbs) 
Davenport,  were  hoth  horn  and  reared  in  Ontario 
County,  X.  Y..  where  the  father  was  a  farmer,  and 
they  came  to  Michigan  in  1833  and  located  in  Sa- 
line Township,  this  county.  His  father  was  thus 
a  pioneer  of  Washtenaw  County  and  in  consequence 
of  lids  the  ho\  did  not  fan'  well  from  an  educa- 
tional point  of  view  as  tiis  district  school  educa- 
tion was  limited  to  winters  mostly. 

l'oung  Davenport  remained  at  home  until  lie 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-five,  although  he  had 
begun  life  for  himself  upon  his  father's  farm  when 
twenty-two  years  old.     In  1870  he  came    to    York 


Township  and  located  on  section  20,  takings  farm 

of  one  hundred  acre-  which   he  Cultivated  for  some 

seventeen  years,  after  which  he  came  in  1887  to  the 
place  where  he  now  resides,  which  comprises  ninety 
acres  of  line  farming  land  in  a  high  state  oi  culti- 
v  at  ii  m. 

Alfred  Davenport  was  married  November  28, 
1865,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  S.  B.  and  Lucy  (Moore) 
Newton  of  this  county  and  two  children  have  come 
to  brighten  this  union,  namely:  Mansfield  M. born 
.luly  I*.  1873  and  Lucy  .1..  horn  April:!.  1877, and 
both  of  them  are  still  beneath  tin-  parental  roof. 
Mr.  Davenport  keeps  all  kinds  of  live  stock  and 
follows  stock-raising  anil  mixed  farming.  Ili- 
political  views  bring  him  into  line  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  he  has  held  the  office  of  Supen  i- 
sor  since  lxx.'i  beingnow  upon  his  ninth  term, and 
has  been  Chairman  of  the  Board  for  two  years. 
Previous  to  that  time  he  wa>  Treasurer  of  the 
township  for  two  years  and  has  also  been  a  school 
officer  for  four  or  five  years  as  well  as  Commissioner 
of  Highways. 

The  family  of  our  subject  are  attendants  at  the 
Universalist  Church,  although  they  arc  not  con- 
nected with  any  religious  organization.  The  father 
is  a  Patron  of  Industry  and  held  the  office  of 
County  President  of  that  organization  tor  one  year. 
Although  his  farm  was  all  under  cultivation  when 
he  came  to  it  he  has  made  great  improvements  upon 
it  and  it  is  now  one  of  the  handsomest  estates  in 
York  Township. 


.'.  - 


Il.()  BENHAM,  a  representative  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  Ypsilanti  Township,  is 
like  many  of  the  citizens  of  Michigan,  a 
New  Yorker  by  birth,  and  Dutchess 
County  was  his  native  home. and  he  was  horn  .luly 
29,1809.  His  moth. a-  was  Sallic  (Clinton)  Ben- 
ham,  and  his  father,  Silas  I'.cnham.  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of    1812,  and  they    were    both    native-   of 

Connecticut.     The  father   removed   in    1820   fr 

Duchess  to  Ontario  County,  and  the  boj  was  there 

reared  to  manhood,  and  learned  t  he  coopers' trade. 
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and  received  a  limited  education  in  the  district 
schools.  His  father  carried  on  the  double  vocation 
of  a  fanner  and  a  cooper. 

The  young  man  was  married  in  New  York,  on 
the  5tb  of  March,  1835,  to  Nancy  Coe,  a  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Nancy  (  Kesler)  Coe.  who  was  horn 
November  16,  1813,  in  Rockland  County.  N  V. 
Six  children  resulted  from  this  union,  and  four  of 
I  hem  still  live  to  comfort  their  father  in  his  declin- 
ing years.  The  eldest  was  Harriet,  wife  of  J.  R 
Mowry;  and  the  second  daughter  is  Delia,  wife  ol 
Clarence  Elliott.  Horatio  and  Andrew  are  the 
two  sons,  the  second  one  being  now  deceased,  and 
and  Emma  and  Florence  complete  the  number,  the 
youngest  daughter  having  died. 

The  removal  of  the  family  from  New  Yolk  to 
Washtenaw  County.  Mich.,  took  place  in  1X38,  and 
the  new  home  was  found  in  Ann  Arbor  Township 
for  many  years,  before  their  removal  in  1866  to 
the  farm  where  they  now  reside.  The  home  farm 
now  consists  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of 
beautiful  land,  which  is  highly  cultivated  and 
most  productive,  and  it  is  the  result  of  the  labor 
of  this  industrious  and  enterprising  man,  who 
came  here  with  but  small  means,  and  has  thus 
gained  for  his  family  a  handsome  competence.  His 
faithful  wife  lias  been  for  more  than  half  a 
century  his  earnest  and  faithful  co-adjutor  in 
every  enterprise,  and  the  joy  and  comfort    of  his 

home. 

Mr.  Henham  went  to  California  in  1850,  going 
In  way  of  the  Panama  Route,  being  forty-live 
days  on  the  water  and  occupying  a  year  and  a 
half  in  his  entire  trip.  In  the  spring  of  1X53  he 
again  made  a  Californian  trip  returning  in  the 
spring  of  1854,  and  on  both  occasions  he  passed 
considerable  time  in  the  gold  mines  of  the  far 
West.  His  political  views  have  brought  him  into  line 
with  the  rank  and  tile  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
aside  from  partisan  measures  he  is  an  active  worker 
in  every  plan  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  well- 
being  Of  the'  township.  Mis.  Benham  is  an  earnest 
and  efficient  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  is  one  of  the  workers  in  the  Home  and  For- 
eign Missionary  Societies  of  that  organization. 
She  is  descended  on  her  mother's  side  from  Ger- 
man   stock;     her    paternal   ancestors    were  English. 


and  she  is  proud  to  recount  that  her  father  w :  i  - 
active  in  the  conflict  of  1812.  Tin-  worthy  gentle- 
man and  his  intelligent  wife  are  time-honored  citi- 
zens in  this  locality,  and  are  highly  honored  by  a 
large  circle  i  if  friends. 


^OHN  HAGEN.     Among  the  German-Amer- 

can    citizens  whose  work    has    been  of  value 

in  Washtenaw  County,  we  are  phased  to 
mention  the  gentleman  whose  portrait  ap- 
peals on  the  opposite  page.  This  residenl  of  Ann 
Arbor  was  born  at  Charle,  Prussiaj  January  1'.*. 
1819.  His  father  John  B.  Hagen,  died  when  the 
son  was  but  three  months  old  and  the  mother, 
whose  niaiden  name  was  Annie  Maze,  hail  some 
hard  struggles  to  keep  the  family  together  and 
care  for  them  through  their  minority.  John  is  the 
youngest  in  her  family  of  six;  one  of  his  brothers, 
Barnard,  is  still  living  in  Prussia  and  is  now  sev- 
enty-five years  old;  a  sister.  Ann  Catherine  Wessel, 
who  is  now  eighty-six  years  old.  lives  in  Salem 
Township,  this  county,  with  a  son. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  our  subjeel  moved  into 
Holland,  having  lived  near  the  Holland   line,  and 

remained  there  for  three  years.  Having  then 
reached  his  majority  he  was  obliged  to  enter  the 
Prussian  Army  at  Minister  and  served  for  two 
years,  becoming  quite  proficienl  in  military  tactics 
as  he  took  part  in  many  sham  battles.  At  the  end. 
of  two  years  he  received  a  furlough  and  then  came 
to  Ann  Arbor  in  June,  181  I.  and  undertook  work 
for  John  Cadiz  who  lived  on  the  l.odi  road,  work- 
ing for  a  $111(1  a  year.  lie  also  served  All  Speri  \ 
and  afterward  worked  for  Augustus  Markham '  for 
three  years. 

Mr.  Hagen  was  now  prepared  to  purchase  prop- 
erty, and  upon  New  Year's  Day,  1848,  he  bough! 
eighty  acres  just  north  of  the  eit)  of  Ann  Arbor. 
He  settled  on  the  place  and  during  July  following 
brought  home  a  bride  in  the  person  of  Catherine 
Feldkamp  whose  family  had  come  over  in  the  same 
colony  as  himself.     Her   father   died  about    three 
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weeks  after  i ling  here  from  the  effects  of  m  sun- 

stroke.  Mr.  Hagen  has  five  hundred  acres  in  the 
liimie  farm  in  Ann  Arbor  Township,  besides  two 
hundred  and  fifteen  acres  in  Salem  Township,  upon 

which  his  son   Lewis  lives.       lie  has  a  pleasant  home 

in  the  city  on  West  Liberty  Street,  besides  owning 
two  other  neat  residences,  and  his  farm  is  must  ex- 
cellently improved. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Hagen  died  in  L869  and  after 
three  and  one-half  years  our  subject  was  again 
married,  his  present  wife  having  borne  the  maiden 
name  of  Johanna  Frederika  Donke.  The  fust  wife 
bore  to  him  the  following  children:  Mary,  now 
Mrs.  Fred  Haas;  Jacob,  Frank  and  Emma,  who  are 
on  the  home  farm  near  this  city,  and  Lewis  who 
has  charge  of  the  farm  in  Salem  Township.  The 
present  wife  lias  the  following  family,  all  of  whom 
are  at  home — Lydia,  Tillie,  Ferd  and  Anna.  Mr. 
Hagen  is  a  fine  specimen  of  the  German  people 
and  an  active  Democrat,  taking  delight  in  the  fact 
that  the  local  offices  have  been  taken  from  the  Re- 
publicans who  formerly  controlled  the  official  pat- 
ronage of  Ann  Arbor.  He  is  a  devout  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  and  a  strong  supporter  of  its 
work. 


MiXSP.V  W.  HORNER.  The  name  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch  is  that  of  a  prominent 
agriculturist,  stock-dealer  and  shipper  of 
Washtenaw  County,  residing  in  Augusta  Township 
and  a  gentleman  whom  we  take  the  pleasure  in  in- 
cluding among  the  representative  men  of  this 
Album,  lie  is  a  native  of  Washtenaw  County. 
having  been  born  here  June  26,  1842.  He  is  a  son 
of  William  and  Jemima  Horner,  who  were  natives 
of  England.  William  Horner,  the  father  of  our 
Subject,  was  an  early  settler  in   Augusta  Township 

locating  on  section  ML 

The  lirst  home  of  these   English  emigrants  was  a 

log  Cabin  in  the  WOOds  and  in  Ihis  they  resided  for 
many  years.  The  fat  her  si  ill  survives  and  makes 
liis  home  with  his  son  and  our  subject;  his  wife 
passed  awa J    from     this    life     in    INN.'i.       lie  was  the 


father  of  five  children.  Those  surviving  areas 
follow-:  Farnsby  W..  Ellen,  David  and  Charlotte. 
Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Smith    Mick-;  Charlotte  is  the 

wife  of  .lame-    Stevens.      The     lather     i-     now    pa-l 

seventy-three  years  of  age  and  i-  counted  among 
i he  representative  pioneer-  of  the  town. -hi p. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  attained  manhood  in 
the  home  of  his  youth  and  amid  scene-  of  pioneer 
life.  lie  well  remembers  when  il  wa-  no  trick  to 
be  able  to  shOOl  :i  deer  or  two  in  the  morning 
when  wild  turkeys  was  a-  plentiful  as  gophers  now 
are.  He  helped  hi-  lather  with  the  work  of  the 
farm  and  was  early  grounded  in  agricultural  la- 
bor. He  received  hi-  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  township  and  although  he  was  de- 
nied the  advantages  of  more  libera)  education,  is 
an  intelligent  man  with  brighf  and  original  ideas 
of  his  own  and  is  gifted  with  that  quality  for  which 
the  pioneer  mother  prayed,  that  her  -on.  to  whom 
she    had    given    collegiate   advantages,    might    he 

Messed — the    gift     of    gumption —  which     with     his 

high-bred  principle-  of  truth  and  honor  have  made 

him  a  success  in   the    world. 

June  8,  1865,  Mr.  Horner  was  married  lo  Mis- 
Jenny  Kelley.  a  daughter  of  Christian  Kelley, 
formerly  a  pioneer  of  Ypsilanti  Township,  she  i- 
Ihe  sister  of  B.   I).  Kelley  of  the  same  township  and 

of  whom  a  biographical  sketch  appears  in  another 
part  of  this  work.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have 
been  born  two  children — Stella  A.,  born  January 
1  I.  1  S77;  and  William  C.  August  7.    1884. 

Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  ninety— i\  acres  of 
land,  which  he  farm-  lo  a  good  purpose.  Il  i-  not 
a  large  trad  bul  he  manages  it  so  skillfully  thai 
it  yields  as  abundantly  :is  does  the  larger  tract  of 
many  another  man.  There  are  excellent  buildings 
upon  his  place,  the  t':i in i I \  residence  being  a  modi  I 
of  ncatne-s  and   attractiveness,    large   enough  for 

the  family   need-    anil     i-     well     furnished,  nothing 

ton  good  for  use  and  yet  all  being  of  such  a  qual- 
ity as  to  appeal  to  the  taste  and  refinement  ol  the 
beholder.  His  barns  and  outbuildings  are  kept  in 
■xcelleni  repair  and  arc  characterized  !>v  the  thor- 
oughness in  finish  thai  distinguishes  hi-  entire 
place.  I  Ia\  ing  ever  been  dependent  upon  his  own 
exertions,  his  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  suc- 
cess  to  a   gratifying  degree.     Personally    an  unas- 
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summg  and  modest  man,  he  yet  commands  the 
esteem  and  liking  of  all  his  neighbors.  Mr.  Horner 
has  identified  himself  with  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen  at  Ypsilanti  and  his  association 
with  this  society  has  undoubtedly  been  of  advant- 
age to  him.  A  believer  in  the  tenets  and  doctrines 
of  the  Republican  party,  he  easts  his  vote  when  in 
national  questions  with  that  party,  but  in  local 
affairs  he  is  guided  by  his  personal  judgment  of  the 
candidate  for  office  rather  than  his  party  allilia 
tions. 

Our  subject  and  his  family  occupy  an  assured 
position  in  the  social  life  of  the  community.  In- 
telligent and  inclined  to  do  their  part  in  all  social 
relations,  they  are  popular,  and  their  home,  which 
is  enlivened  by  the  youth  of  their  children,  is  the 
meeting-place  for  the  best  class  of  society  in  the 
vicinity. 


o 


J^pfUGUSTCN    FREEMAN.     This    prominent 
pioneer  of  Ypsilanti   Township.    Washte- 
naw County,  who  has  his  home  on  section 
(*/  28,  is  a  native  of  Seneca   County.    X.    V.. 

and  was  born  February  11,  1822.  His  father. 
Samuel  J.  Freeman,  was  a  native  of  New  York  and 
was  reared  among  the  Dutch  in  the  Mohawk  Val- 
ley. The  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Hannah 
Losey  and  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  It  was 
about  the  year  1830,  when  our  subject  emigrated 
with  his  parents  to  the  Wolverine  State  making 
their  home  upon  new  land  in  Salem  Township, 
Washtenaw  County.  His  parents  had  ten  children, 
of  whom  the  following  survive,  .lames  I...  Augus- 
tus, Morris.  DeWitt.  .Mary,  the  wife  of  Peter 
Vanvoris,  and  Eliza,  the  wife  of  Peter  Vangiesen. 
The  usual  experiences  of  a  pioneer  boy  might  be 
recited  as  the  story  of  this  boy's  life  and  his 
school  advantages  were  limited  to  the  district 
schools  of  hi.-  township.  In  work  and  study  his 
early  years  passed  and  he  grew  up  to  a  vigorous 
and  intelligent  young  manhood. 

The  first  marriage  of   Mr.   Fret'inan    united    him 
with  Mary  M.  Kinyon,  who  bore  him  four  children, 


namely:  Willard  A..  Arlouine  I,.,  wife  of  Sele^ 
Davis;  Roxanna,  wife  of  C.  Davis,  and  Charles  II. 
The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  look  place  Maj 
24,  1S77.  and  his  bride,  who  bore  the  name  of 
Maria  A.  Comstock,  was  a  native  of  thi>  county, 
where  she  was  born  November  13,  1843.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Edwin  N.  and  Sarah  Comstock  and 
her  father  now  resides  in  Ypsilanti.  Her  mother 
who  died  ill  1  Mill  came  to  this  county  when  a  child 
and  Mr.  Comstock  came  hen-  soon  after.  Thej 
had  nine  children  of  whom  the  following  are  now 
living:  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Miller;  Kineline.  wife  of 
John  Ambrose;  Mrs.  Freeman,  Edwin  M..  Flavins 
J.,  Belle, Mrs.  Oscar  Pester;  and  Alice  M.  wife  of 
W.  A.  Freeman.  Mrs.  Maria  Freeman  has  one 
daughter — Alary  B.  who  is  at  home  with  her  par- 
ents. 

It  was  in  the  year  is  P.)  or  1850  that  Mr.  Free- 
man settled  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Ypsilanti 
Township,  and  in  1870  he  removed  to  his  present 
farm,  where  he  owns  eighty  acres  of  laud  all  under 
cultivation,  which  he  has  accumulated  by  hard 
labor  and  unflagging  persistence.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views  and  an  earnesl  public- 
spirited  citizen,  being  a  strong  believer  in  temper- 
ance and  in  the  promotion  of  morality.  Both  he 
and  his  good  wife  are  enjoying  in  their  later  years 
the  fruits  of  industry  and  devotion  to  duty  and 
have  the  esteem  and  respect  of  every  one  who  ha- 
the  privilege  of  their  acquaintance. 


DMIRAL  1'..  ('AMI'.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  one  of  the  pioneer-  of  Wash- 
tenaw County,  who  made  his  way  here 
during  the  Territorial  days  but  was  not 
mowed  to  live  to  reap  the  benefits  of  his  early 
struggles.  He  came  hither  in  is:;.",  and  bought  land 
of  the  Government  in  Ann  Arbor  Township.  He 
brought  his  family  to  Michigan,  tint  when  within 
fourteen  miles  of  the  new  home  he  was  taken  vio- 
lently ill  and  died  of  cholera  in  November,  1833, 
as  did  also  his  youngesl  daughter  who  was  then 
about  live  years  old.     The  widow  and  hersix  chil- 
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dren  returned  to    New   York  and  there  made  their  ship  in  1833,  upon  section  15,  and  in  1840  went  to 

home  for  two  years,  bul  in    1835  she   returned    to  Lngham  County,  where  they    remained    until    i  In- \ 

Michigan   and  Located  on   land    which    had    been  ceased  life,  the  father  dying  November  2, 1865 and 

secured  by  her  husband  and  hence  made  her  home  the   mother   September   'J".    1859.     One    of    their 

here  until  April,  1861,  when  she  passed    from    life  daughters,  Mary,  married  Norman  Dwighl   of  Scio 

al  tin'  age  of  >ixt \-ciylii  years.  Township,  and  died  in  1853,  since  which  time  Mrs. 

Admiral  B.  is  the  eldest   in   a    f ily   of   seven,       Camp  is  th< ly  representative   of  the   family    in 

four  of  whom  arc  still  living,  namely:   David,  who  this  township. 

lives  in  Isabella  County;  .lane,  who  is  Mrs.    Rufus 

P.  Walker  of   Dansville,  i h i>  state;  and   Lorana, 

now  the  wite  of  Norman  Dwight  of  Dansville,  who  ••;    ;  :•]-.                                      ~3$  *    '=' 

formerly    lived    in    Scio    Township,    this  county. 

Our  subject  is  therefore  the  only  one  of  the  family 

left  in  this   comity.     His    brother,    Elkanah,    who  r— ~r  1!A N K I.I X     HINCKLEY,     attorney-at-law, 

died  in  Colorado,    where   he   had    resided    for   four  f~~Vi)    n:l>    ""'    distinction    of    being    one    of    the 

years,  lived  for  a  number  of  years  on  the  farm  and  1          oldesl   settlers  resident  in  the  county,     lie 

cared  for  the  mother  together  with  his  brother,    A.  is  the  son  of  Sherman  Hinckley, a  native  of  Tolland 

B.  Camp.  County,  Conn.,  whose  father,  Porter  Hinckley,  was 

The  marriage  of  Admiral  B.  Camp  and   Jeanette  also  a    New   Englander.     lie  was  an  early  settler 

Cockran  took  place  February  27,  1839.     This  lady  in   Ontario  County,  N.   Y..  where  he   improved  a 

is  a  daughter  of  Edward  K.  Cockran    who   was  an  farm.     Our  subject's  great-grandsire,  John,  was  in 

early  settler  here,  lint  she  was   horn    in    New     York  the  Revolutionary  War.  and    his  death    was   caused 

before  the  migration  of    the   family   to    the    West.  from  cancer.      He   was    of   English    descent.     Our 

Mr.  Cockran  lived  here  for  a  number  of  years  and  subject's   grandfather   Hinckley   was  a  farmer    by 

did  thorough  pioneer  work  and  removed  aboul  the  calling  bu1  a  man  of  literarj  tastes.     He  pursued 

year  1843  to  [ngham  County,  where  he    improved  the  studj  of  medicine  quite  thoroughly,  and  prac- 

a  new  farm  during  the  next  decade  upon  which  he       ticed  to  S e  extent.      Our  subject's  father  was  l>\ 

placed  buildings  and  which   is  in  a  good  state  of  calling  a   shoe-maker  and  carpenter.     He  gave  iip 

cultivation.  his    shoe-making    trade,  it     being    injurious   to   his 

The  children   who  have  been  granted  to  the  home  health  :    he  was  also  a    tanner  and  currier.       lie  \\a« 

Of  Our  worthy  subject  and  his  truly  excellent    wife  married     in   New    York    in    1831.      At    an  early  day 

are  Harrison  II..    Diana.   Phoebe,    Everett,    Edward  he  came  to  Michigan  and   entered   a  tract  of   land 

and  three  who  died  in  childhood — Elizabeth  Caro-  and  then  w  ith  Shipman  Kilpatrick, went  back  from 

line.  .Mary  and   Phoebe.      The   eldest  son  lives    near  Ypsilanti  to    Detroit    on    foot,  making   the  journey 

his  father;    Diana  is  also    a    resident  of  Ann  Arbor  in  an  inerediU\   short  time.      He  entered  a  tract  of 

Township    and    is    the    wife   of    Michael     Roberson.  two  hundred   and   forty  acres  of    land  in    Pittsfield 

Phoebe  is    now     .Mrs.    Prank    Parker  of  Northfield  Township,  on   sections   :'■•'>   and   36,  and   the  deed 

Township,  and  Everett  lives  in  Isabella  County.  which  was  signed  bj   President  Jackson  i-  still  in 

The  Baptisl  Church  of  Ann   Arbor    has    had    the  tin-  family  and  the  land  also. 

hearty  co-operation  and  membership  of  our  subject  Our  subject's  father  settled,  on    coming  to  this 

for  the  pasl  forty  year-,  and  his  good  wife  has  also  stale,  in  the  oak  openings,and  buildings  log  house 

been  a  member  of  this  church  fromgirll 1.     Mrs.  in  which  our  subject  was  horn,  began  the  work  of 

Camp's  birth  was  April  Mi i.  1816, in  Clinton  County,  improving  the  place.     Mr.  Hincklej  .  Sr.,  was  pros- 

N.  r.,  aboul  ten  miles  from  Plattsburg,  her   father      perous  and  became  tl wnerof  foui  hundred  ami 

being  Edward    Everett  Cockran,  horn    March    12,  twenty  acres  of  land  sis  mile- from  Ypsilanti.    He 

I794andher  mother, Phoebe  (M ■&)  Cockran, born  devoted  himself  "to  general   farming  and  in  1850 

June  l.  1790.     Thej  settled  in  Ann    Arbor  Town-  began  raising   Merino  sheep,  keeping  from    three 
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hundred  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  sheep 
upon  his  place.  He  was  elected  to  various  offices 
in  the  township.  In  early  days  he  was  a  Whig 
but  on  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  trans- 
ferred his  allegiance  to  it.  The  old  gentleman  was 
born  in  November,  1803,  and  died  in  March,  1891. 
Our  subject's  mother  was  before  her  marriage 
.Miss  Orpha  Gates  and  a  native  of  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Horatio  Gates,  a 
native  (if  England.  He  was  a  farmer  and  mechanic 
and  coming  to  Michigan  prior  to  1831  settled  in 
Washtenaw  County  as  a  fanner.  In  1-850  he  removed 
to  Barry  County  and  died  in  Prairieville.  Nine  chil- 
dren were  granted  the  parents  of  bur  subject.  Four 
of  the  children  are  now  living,  three  having  died  in 

childl land  two  after  reaching  maturity.     Our 

subject  is  the  third   in   the    family  circle.     He  was 
born  on  section  35,  Pittsfield  Township,  this  State. 
August  7.  1836,  and  was  reared  on  the  home  farm. 
He  remembers   in  his   boyhood    how  wild   the  sur- 
roundings of   the  place  were,  the  forests  not  so  far 
away     in    which    the    pigeons   kept    up    a  ceaseless. 
mournful    cooing.     It    was  also  a  good    place    in 
which  to  hunt  turkeys  and  in  his  boyhood  days  he 
had  many  spoils  outside  of  the  district  school  which 
he  attended.       lie  also  went  to  the  Union  School  at 
Vpsilanti  for  one  year  and    when  twenty  years  old 
entered    the    Normal    School    and    attended    it     for 
about    two  winters,  working    in    the  summers  on  a 
farm.      The  three  following  winters  he  wasengaged 
in  teaching,  and  in  1860  he  was  enabled  to  purchase 
sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  21.  Pittsfield  Town- 
ship.    This  he  improved  and  lived  upon  until  1866, 
when  he  sold  it  to  his  father,  and  Locating  in  Vpsil- 
anti took    up  the   study  of    law.       lie    also   studied 
one    winter    in    Jackson    in    the   ollice    of    Eugene 
Pringle  &  Pomroy,  and  then  came  to  Vpsilanti  to 
study  under  S.  M.  Cutehion  and  in   1867   was  ad- 
mitted   to    practice   at    the    Michigan    liar   and    has 
been   engaged    in  that   profession    ever  since,      lie 
attends  to   his  regular  practice  and   besides  is  en- 
gaged  to  some  extent   in  the  real-estate  business. 
Attorney  Hinckley    has  a  reputation    that    extends 
beyond    his   own    county,  his    opinion    being    fre- 
quently referred  to  by  lawyers  in  adjacent  counties 
in  Southern  Michigan. 

Mr.  Hinckley  ownsa  residence  and  vineyard  in  the 


Fifth  Ward  on  Grove  Street  and  also  a  considerable 
amount  of  farm  land  in  this  county.  Tuscola  and 
Berrien  Counties.  He  moreover  handles  farm  land 
for    other  parties.      Our  subject    was    married    in 

Stony  (reek  Township,  or  what  is  now  known  as 
Augusta  Township,  this  county.  March  2(i.  1862, 
to  Miss  Mary  M.  Redner,  who  was  horn  in  Stony 
(reek,  she  is  a  daughter  of  (don  Redner,  an 
early  settler  and  farmer  in  this  county.  She  ac- 
quired her  education  there  and  at  Adrian.  Three 
children  have  been  horn  to  this  couple.  They  are 
Carrie,  Edward  II.  and  Louisa.  Air.  Hinckley  is  a 
Pension  Attorney  and  has  a  great  deal  of  business 
in  this  direction.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Boai'd    of    Aldermen    from   the    first    ward    for  four 

years.  He  and  his  wife  an-  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  Trustee. 
They  are  also  Sunday-school  workers.  Our  subject 
is  a  Republican  of  a  decided  type  and  a  man  whose 
views  are  unchangeable. 


HARLESG.  WHEELER.  This  part  of  Mich- 
-,  igan  has  proved  a  mine  of  wealth  to  thous- 
ands of  industrious  and  earnest  farmers  who 
have  come  hither  from  the  East  and  from  foreign 
countries,  and  by  dint  of  hard  work  and  enterprise 
have  developed  the  resources  which   nature    so    lih- 

erally  provided.     Among  these  is  the    well-known 

Citizen  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  par- 
agraph, who  was  born  in  Bristol  Township,  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  October  3,  1822.  His  parents,  A. 
1!.  and  Nancy  (Gooding)  Wheeler  hail  their  birth 
nml  training  in  New  York,  the  lather  iii  Genesee 
County  and  the  mother  in  Bristol. 

In  1834  the  father  came  to  Michigan  and  located 
upon  a  farm  in  York  Township,  and  our  subject 
has  been  on  this  place  since  that  year,     lie  gave  to 

his  son  a  good  COmmon-School    education  , -mil    kept 

him  iii  school  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen- 
The  mother  Of  our  subject  died  December  I.  1*77 
and  the  father  passed  from  earth  ill  July.   1884. 

Charles  Wheeler  was  married  October  15.  1844, 
to  Eliza  -lane,  daughter  of  .lames  Miller  of  Augusta 
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Township  and  to  them  have  been  granted  three 
children,  Nmin  A.  born  in  1850;  Aaron  R., 
December  20,  1856;  and  Nettie  s.  in  l*.">7.  The 
eldesl  daughter  married  VV.  W.  Kelsie,of  York  and 
Nettie  is  the  wife  of  B.  s.  Books,  of  Harvey,  III. 
The  father  of  this  family  came  into  possession  of 
the  old  homestead  :ti  the  death  of  his  lather  and 
his  estate  now  comprises  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  acres  of  excellent  soil.  The  political  idea-  ex- 
pressed by  the  Republican  party  in  its  declarations 
are  those  which  were  long  indorsed  by  Mr.  Wheeler 
lull  he  now  feels  that  the  •■saloon  in  polities"  de- 
mands the  steady  and  united  opposition  of  all  true 
men.  and  he  has  allied  himself  with  the  Prohibition 
party.  He  has  never  held  any  official  position  in 
either  town-hip  or  county  but  has  steadily  devoted 
himself  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Both  he  and  his 
wile  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  York  and 
in  that  connection  are  most  useful  in  the  rebgious 
and  social  life  of  the  township. 


j— »  I. KAN  All  1\  DOWNER  is  a  farmer  on  sec- 
L ■  tion  3,  Sylvan  Township,  being  proprietor 
I  -*  of  fifty-three  acres  of  land  in  this  place  and 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Lyndon  Town- 
ship. Mr.  Downer  i-  a  native  of  the  town  of  Man- 
chester, Ontario  County,  N.  V..  and  was  Ik. in  the 
28th  of  March, 1812.  He  is  the  son  of  Joshuaand 
r.,i-c\  i  Vverill)  Downer,  natives  of  Vermont,  who 
were  married  where  our  subject  was  horn.  The 
lather  was  there  engaged  in  farming  fifty  acres  of 
land,  hut  later  kept  the  hotel  in  the  village  of 
Manchester,  lb'  came  to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of 
is:;:'.,  and  settled  in  Lima  Township,  one  mile  east 
of  Chelsea,  and  was  al  that  time  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  the  county.  He  took  up  four  hundred  acres  of 
land  and  set  himself  to  clearing  it    off  and  here  he 

lived  and  died. 

Our   subject's    father    was    a   man   to    whom     was 

given  various  township  offices.  He  served  efficiently 
a-  Highway  Commissioner  and  was  present  on  the 
organization  of  Lima  Township,  voting  at  the  first 


election,  lie  was  a  Democrat  in  politic-,  and  a 
Mason  socially.  He  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  I  m 
a  family  of  five  children  born  to  our  subject's 
parents,  three  are  now  living:  they  are  Elkanah  1'.. 
DeWitt  ( '.  and  .lame-.  The  mother  is  a  member 
of  the  ( longregational  (  hureh. 

The  paternal  grandsire  of  our  subject  was  Stephen 
Downer,  a  native  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  who 
went  to  New  York  at  an  early  day.  lie  married 
.lane  Spink,  and  together  they  came  West  to  Mich- 
igan, and  here  they  died  at  the  home  of  their  -on 
in  Lima  Township.  They  had  a  family  of  seven 
children.  Our  subject's  maternal  grandsire  was 
Elisha  Averill.  who  married  a  Mi—  Russell.  They 
were  natives  of  Vermont  and  were  engaged  a-  far- 
mers, making  their  home  at  Fannin gton,  Ontario 

County.  N.  Y..  where  they    passed  their  lives.       Mr. 

Averill  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
and  was  generally  called  Gen.  Averill.     He  was  the 

father  of  six  children. 

.Mr.  Downer  educated  in  the  district  Schools 
of  Manchester  and  was  reared  in  the  hotel  of 
which  his    father    was  proprietor,  and  on  the  farm. 

coming   West   with    his   parent- when  twenty- ■ 

years  of  aye.  at  which  time  his  father  gave  him 
one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Lima  Township, 
and  .at  his  death  he  gave  him  one  hundred  acres 
moil.  This  our  subject  improved  and  lived  on 
until  1883,  when  he  sold  it  and  moved  to  Liv- 
ingston County  where  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Conway    Township,    giving    it    his   attention    and 

manage nt  until  January,  1891,  when  he  M.ld  and 

bought  where  he  now  lives. 

Mr.  Downer  was  married  in  1840  to  Mrs.  Lamira 
Tryon.     One  child    was  the  issue  of  this  union. 

Both   wife  and  child  were    taken    away.       lie     then 

was  united  to  his  present  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Asenath  sweet,  of  Sharon  Township,  this 
county,  lie  has  become  the  father  of  two  children 
by  this  marriage,  a  son  and  a  daughter.  The  eldest, 
Helen,  is  now  M  is.  1  lenman  and  the  mother  of  two 
children  —  I.uella  and  Myrtit.  They  reside  in 
Lyndon  Township,  this  county,  .lame-  married 
I /a  Poster  and  is  the  father  of  one  child — William. 
The  present  Mrs.  Downer  is  a  daughter  of   David 

and  RhOda  (Stcrue-i  Sweet.  The  former  was 
horn  in   New  York    and   wa-  a    fanner  who  cam.    to 
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Michigan  at  an  earlj  day  and  settled  in  this  county  . 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death. 
Mrs.  Downer  is  the  only  living  child. 

Our  subject  is  n  Prohibitionist,  believing  the 
future  prosperity  of  our  country  to  depend  largely 
upon  its  morals.  He  was  one  of  the  first  School 
Inspectors  elected  in  Lima  Township  and  was  also 
Clerk  of  the  first  election.  While  devoting  himself 
to  general  farming,  Mr.  Downer  raises  much  fine 
stock.  He  has  full  blooded  Jersey  cows  and  some 
line  horses.  His  home  is  a  beautiful  spot  and 
characterized  by  all  the  comforts  of  rural  life. 


(pfiAJHEh  II.    RtXiERS.      The  agricultural 

^fe£     part  of    the  community    is    its    bone  and 

'\J__J))  sinew,  from  which  come  the  strength  and 

vigor  necessary  to  carry  on  the    affairs    of 

manufacture,  commerce  and  the  state     When   the 

farming  people  are  composed  of    men  and    women 

of  courage,  enterprise,  intelligence  and    integrity, 

prosperity  will  attend  all  departments    of   activity 

and    this   is    pre-eminently  the  case  in  Washtenaw 

County 

The  prominent  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  whom 
we  now  write,  resides  in  Ypsilanti  Township  and 
lie  is  a  native  of  Seneca  County,  N.  V..  where  he 
was  born  July  '.•.  L832.  His  father,  Israel  Rogers, 
was  born  in  Orange  County,  N.  V..  and  his  mother 
Polly  Brown  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State.      The  father  had  been  a  soldier  in     the     War 

of   1812  and  was  of  Scotch  and    English    descent. 

From  early  boyhood  our  subject    was   reared    ii] 

a  farm  and  grew  up  to  adopt  the  vocation  of  an 
agriculturist,  receiving  his  training  in  the  district 
schools  in  his  neighborhood,  which  thorough  bill 
limited  education  he  abundantly  supplemented  by 
a  systematic  and  intelligent  course  of   reading. 

New  Year's  Day,  1859, was  the  date  upon  which 
a  great  event  in  the  life  of  our  subject  was  cele- 
brated. It  was  his  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Pierce, 
a  native  of  Steuben  Comity.  X.  Y..  who  was  born 
May  23,  1833.  Her  parents,  .lames  and  Eleanor 
Pierce,  were  natives  of  New  York  and  her  maternal 


grandparents  bore  the  name  of  (lark.  Four  chil- 
dren Lave  blessed  the  home  of  our  subject,  namely: 
Charles  1'...  Anne  K...  Edward  1'..  and  Nellie.  It 
was  in  1859  that  Mr.  Rogers  migrated  with  his 
family  to  Washtenaw  County,  where  he  became  an 
earh  pioneer  in  York  Township  and  remained  a 
resident  there  until  the  spring  of  1883,  when  he 
removed  to  section  20,  Ypsilanti  Town-hip.  where 
lie  now  has  his  home. 

The  beautiful  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  and  one-half  acres,  which  belongs  to  Mr. 
Rogers,  represents  much  hard  labor  and  enterprise 
and  is  the  visible  result  of  the  work  of  our  subject 
and  his  worthy  wife  who  has  been  his  able  assistant 
throughout  the  years  of  their  union.  Mrs.  Rogers 
is  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  in 
its  labors  is  an  efficient  helper. 

The  political  views  of  .Mr.  Rogers  are  embodied 
in  the  declarations  and  platform  of  the  Democratic 
party,  but  he  is  an  earnest  helper  in  any  effort  put 
forth  by  either  party  which  his  judgment  approves 
as  adapted  to  bringing  prosperity  to  the  commun- 
ity. The  social  circles  of  Ypsilanti  Township 
recognize  in  this  worthy  couple  an  clement  of  great 
value  and  influential  helpers  in  the  promotion  of 
intelligence  and  true  sociability. 


® 


,11.1.1AM   A.    RUSSELL.      The   enterprising 
member  of  the  firm  "of  Russell  &  Ostrander, 

V  Y  whose  name  is  given  above,  grain  mer- 
chants and  handlers  of  all  kinds  of  farm  produce, 
whose  place  of  business  IS  ill    Willis,  this  Stale,   i-  :i 

native  of  Hamilton  County,  X.  Y..  where  he  was 
born  October  I.  1840.  lie  is  a  son  of  William  I'. 
and  Getty  (Abbott)  Russell  and  was  reared  to 
man's  estate  in  his  native  county,  lie  was  brought 
up  as  a  farmer  boy,  that  being  hi>  father's  occupa- 
tion and    continued     to    be    so    engaged     until     he 

reached  his  majority . 

Mr.  Russell  received  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation and  after  he  reached  years  of  maturity  em- 
barked upon  a  large  business  experience.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  followed   the    lumber    business, 
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his  operations  in  tin-  direction  being  mostly  con- 
fined to  Hamilton  County,  N.  V.  Being  an  inde- 
pendent dealer,  Iris  efforts  met  with  a  laudable  de- 
gree of  sucpess.  <>n  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
our  subject's  zeal  and  enthusiasm  was  fired,  but  do1 
until  August  29,  18.64,  did  he  finally  join  the 
forces and  then  entered  the  Fourth  New  York 
Heavy  Artillery  in  Company  I),  which  was  pari  of 
the  Second  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  in  the  lint- 
tie  of  Ream's  Station,  Amelia  Courthouse  and 
Southerland  station  and  other  minor  engagements. 
He  was  with  Grant's  army  at  Lee's  surrender  of 
Appomattox  and  was  also  a-  participant  in  the 
Grand  Review  at  Washington.  He  received  his 
honorable  discharge  June  15,  1865,  after  which  he 
returned  to  his  native  Mate,  where  he  resided  un- 
til  is?:;. 

At  the  date  above  mentioned  William  A.  Russell 
came  to  Washtenaw  County.  Mich.,  and  look  up 
his  residence  on  a  farm  for  a  number  of  years,  it 
being  in  Augusta  Township.  Three  days  before  en- 
listment our  subject  was  married,  August,  31,  1864, 
to  .Miss  Mary  Bowman,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Sophia  (Sanford.)  Bowman,  of  Hamilton  County. 
N.  Y. 

In  the  fall  of  l.sT.s  our  subject  engaged  in  the 
grain  and  produce  business,  making  his  station  at 
Willis,  this  State.  His  tirst  partner  was  W.  II. 
Willings,  the  last-named  gentleman  being  the  sen- 
ior member  of  the  firm.  This  partnership  existed 
for  nearly  a  year  and  in  .Inly.  1891,  our  subject 
entered  into  his  present  partnership  with  William  II. 
Ostrander.  under  the  firm  title  of  Russell  .v  Ostran- 
der.  They  cany  on  a  thriving  business  in  buying 
and  selling  wheat,  r\  e, oats, potatoes,  beans,  dressed 
hogs,  poultry  and  all  kinds  of  farm  produce, 
besides  carrying  that  winter  staple,  hard  and  soft 
coal. 

Mr.  Russell  has  been  elected  to  several  important 

township  Offices  since  residing  here.       lie  served  as 

Township  Treasurer  for  time  years,  lie  i-  a  man 
who  believes  in  the  power  of  evolution  in  the  chief 

creation  of  nature  as   well  as     in    the    lower    orders. 

and  i-  thoroughly  progressive,     lie  is  a    Democrat 

in  his  political  [iking  and  lor  years  has  been  as>o- 
Ciated  "ilh  the  Post  of   tin-   (.rand     Arniv    of    the 


Republic  located  at  Ypsilanti.     Mr.  Russell  ts num- 
bered   among    the  Leading  and  most  enterprising 

citizens  , if  Willis,  and     is  highly     esteemed    liy    his 

business  associates  and  in  his  social  relations. 


UELLIAM  THOMPSON.     England  numbers 
many  representatives  among  .the  besl  class 
WW      of  citizens  in  Michigan.     There  i-   a    stir- 
ring quality  about  the  nationality  that  particularly 
lits  them  for  pioneer  life  and  we  as  Americans   are 

greatly  indebted  to  settlers  of  English  birth  for 
the  rapid  advancement  made  in  our  civilization, 
lie  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  and 
who  is  a  representative  pioneer  in  Washtenaw 
County,  and  who  is  at  the  present  time  a  resident 
on  section  35,  Ypsilanti  Township,  is  a  native  of 
Lincolnshire.  England,  and  was  born  September  7. 
1821.  Now  a  septuagenarian,  the  progress  that  the 
country  has  made  and  especially  that  portion  in 
which  he  Lives,  is  to  him  as  familiar  as  events  in  his 
own  daily  life. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  a  son  of  William  and  Jane 
(Burress)  Thon  pson,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  England.  His.early  life,  which  was  spent  in  his 
native  country,  and  where  he  remained  until  he 
reached  manhood.  «as  passed  in  agricultural  em- 
ployment ami  he  has  all  his  life  long  been  a  farmer. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  hi-  native  country, 
not  perhaps  with  such  advantages  as  arc  enjoyed 
to-day,  but  sufficient  for  practical  business  use. 

May  18,  L846,our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Charlotte  Alban,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Lucy  Alban,  natives  of  England.  Mated  in 
temperament  and  in  nature  this  union  proved  to 
be  most  happy,  and  as  the  years  passed  eight  chil- 
dren grew  up  about   their  parents.      The\   arc  Small. 

Hat  tie.  John,  William,  ( teorge,  Charles,  Emma  and 

Lina.    Sarah   is  the  wife  of    William   FilkinS;    llatlic 

is  the  consort  of  Alfred  Jackson;  Emma  united  her 
fate  with  that  of  William  Sterling  and  Lina  is  the 
\\  ife  of  David  <  >wen. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Thompson  passing  away  from  this 
lite  while  yet  iii  the  vigor  of  her  womanhood,  our 
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subject  was  again  married  January  16,  1880,  his 
present  wife  having  been  the  widow  of  Henry 
Larkin,  of  Lenawee  County,  this  State.  In  is.">l 
our  subjecl  and  his  family  emigrated  to  America, 
taking  passage  at  Liverpool  on  a  sailing  vessel  and 
after  an  ocean  voyage  of  four  weeks  and  four  days 
landed  at  New  York  City  and  came  direct  to 
Wayne  County,  this  State,  and  there  they  resided 
for  a  number  of  years.  About  1869  they  removed 
to  Washtenaw  County  and  settled  on  their  present 
farm  in  Ypsilanti  Township,  where  they  have  since 
resided.  Mr.  Thompson  is  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres  of  land  and  has  himself  accumulated  all  of 
Which   he  is  possessed. 

A  Democrat  in  politics,*  rovernment  in  its  purity 
and  strength  is  above  all  important  to  him  irre- 
spective of  party  favors.  Mr.  Thompson  is  noted 
for  the  open-heartedncss,  geniality  and  the  public 
spirit  that  distinguishes  his  countrymen,  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
his  family  are  active  workers  in  that  body.  Our 
subject  is  a  tine  specimen  of  the  industrial  class 
that  Great  Britain  sends  to  our  shores.  lie  has  be- 
come a  loyal  adherent  of  American  institutions 
and  his  adopted  country  is  to  him.  par  excellence, 
the  country  of  his  heart.  He  is  by  all  recognized 
as  a.  man  whose  standard  of  honor  is  very  high  and 
he  commands  the  respect  of  the  business  men  with 
whom  he  is  associated,  as  well  as  those  with  whom 
he  is  in  merely  social  touch.  His  well-cultivated 
farm  attests  to  his  success  in  life. 


fOHN  SLATFORD.  A  traveler  journeying 
along  the  road  on  section  18,  Ann  Arbor 
Township,  about  two  miles  northwest  of 
the  city,  will  see  the  attractive  home  and 
beautifully  cultivated  farm  of  our  subject  which 
evidently  shows  the  hand  of  a  practiced  and  sys- 
tematic farmer.  Mr.  Nlatford  brought  with  him 
from  his  native  home  in  Wiltshire.  England,  where 
he  was  born  September  30,  LSI  7.  the  best  traits  of 
the  English  yoemanrv.  and  his  life  here  has  made 
this  a  matter  of   worthy    record.      His    father.    .lob 


Slat  ford,  was  apprenticed  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
to  a  coppersmith  and  worked  for  one  man  for  fif- 
teen years,  being  the  foreman  of  his  shop  during 
the  latter  part  of  that  time.  Notwithstanding  his 
success  in  his  trade  he  never  thoroughly  liked  it 
and  upon  coming  to  this  country  took  up  carpen- 
tering which  he  carried  on  throughout  his  life  ,-it 
Ann  Arbor. 

The  faiuih  of  this  Englishman  consisted  of  thir- 
teen children  of  whom  seven  grew  to  maturity  and 
live  are  now  living,  namely:  John,  Caroline.  .Mrs. 
William  Bullis  at  Morris.  III.;  .lane,  Rosa,  Mrs.  Dr. 
().  W.  Marshall  of  Jeffersonville,  Ohio;  and  Abhie. 
Mrs.  Alexander  Kerr  of  Ann  Arbor.  The  two 
youngesl  daughters  are  now  widows.     The    fathei 

is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views,  and  early 
espoused  the  cause  of    Abolition,  and  cast    his  vote 

for  .lames  G.  Birney  when  he  was  a  candidate.  Job 
T.  Slatford  and  wife  were  married  May  12.  1816 
in  Mary  Radcliff's  Church  in  the  city  of  Hath.  This 

church  is  noted  in  history  as  being  the  place  where 
the  first  shot  was  made  b\  dropping  molten  lead 
from  a  great  height  into  water.  Tin' maiden  name 
of  tin1  mother  was  Anna  Biggin  and  she  came  with 
her  husband  and  children  to  the  United  State's  in 
1832,  her  son  John  being  then  fifteen  years  old. 
They  secured  eighty  acre-  of  land  fiom  the 
Government  and  the  father  removed  onto  this 
tract  in  1835,  and  carried  it  on  for  four  years.     In 

1844  John   who  had  done    much     of    the    "oik     of 

clearing  and  preparing  the  land  bought    the    farm 

of   his  father  and  lived  On   it   until    1851. 

The  father  and  sun  now  made  together  a  trip  to 
California,  and  while  on  the  ocean  the  father  died 
March  "21.  1851,  of  Panama  fever  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six.  John  remained  in  California  for  two 
years  and    a    half,    mining    part     of    the    lime     near 

Placerville  and  returned  East  in  the  fall  of  1853, 
and  the  following  spring  established  himself  on  the 
farm  where  he  has  ever  since  made   hi-  home.     He 

has  the  original  eighty   which   his  father    first    look 

and  the  deed  to  it  is  signed  by  Andrew  Jackson, 
bearing  date  June.  I  832. 

Mr.  Shit, ford  has  his  sister  Abhie  making  her 
home  with  him.  She  was  born  in  Ann  Arbor,  Octo- 
ber 15,  1833,  and  was  married  to  Uexander  Ken 
who  was  engaged    in    the   factory   but    wlm   died 
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October  II.  1879.  He  was  her  second  husband, her 
lirsl  iniiiin  being  with  William  I-Iurrell  of  Owosso 
upon  whose  death  she  was  lefl  with  two  children: 
Carrie  G.  who  is  m™  a  dressmaker  :ii  Ann  Arbor 
and  George  W.  who  carries  on  contracting  and 
buildingal  Ypsilanti.  She  had  one  child  by  Mr. 
Kerr — Clyde  ('..  who  i>  n  printer  and  in  the  eru- 
!>]<>\  nt'  ilic  Washtenaw  'rimes.  The  brothel's  ami 
sistersof  Mr.  Slatt'ord  who  have  passed  away  are 
William  Henry,  Rosetta,  Ellen,  Hannah,  Charles 
Henry,  and  Julia.  This  sister  was  the  housekeeper 
for  her  brother,  our  subject,  from  1854  until    1890 

when    she    died     upon     the     12th    of     May.     having 

reached  the  age  of  fifty-five.  There  were  two  sis- 
ters younger  than  Julia,  namely.  Minnie  and  Min- 
erva  who  also  died   in  childhood. 


^-^.-i^>i<~Mt-^'- 


/ 


ENRY  A.  HAMMOND.  One  of  the  prom- 
ine.nl  and  well-to-do  agriculturists  of  Saline 
Township,  who  is  quite  as  conspicuous  for 
{(§))  his  modest  and  retiring  nature  as  for  his 
intelligence  and  ability,  is  he  whose  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch.  He  is  a  native  of  Essex 
County.  N.  Y..  and  was  horn  there  .Inly  28,  1828. 
lie  is  a  son  of  David  Hammond  also  a    native    of 

New   York  whose  birth  year  was   1794.       He     was    a 

clothier  by  trade  and  came  to   Michigan   in  1830, 

making  the  journey  hither  by  way  of  the  lakes  |o 
Detroit,  which  oldtime  way  of  traveling  occupied 
two  weeks,  and  from  Detroit  he  came  by  ox-leains 
down  an  Indian  trail  most  of  the  way  to  this 
county  where  he  entered  land  from  the  Govern- 
ment on  sections  21.  25  and  26,  in  Saline  Town- 
ship, the  land  being  in  three  eighty-acre  tracts. 
lie  luiill  a  log  house  in  tin1  midst  of  the  woods  and 
there  settled  down,  being  two  and  a  half  mile-  dis- 
lant  from  his  nearest  neighbor. 

It  wasal  a  lime  when  the  woods  were  full  of  game, 
there  being  plenty  of  deer,  hears  and  more  than 
enough  of  those  savage  and  voracious  animals, 
wolves.  Indian-  tramped  by  every  day  for  years. 
He  tor  a  long  lime  made  Monroe  hi-  marketplace, 
l>ut  although  the  place  was  still  wild  and  lonely,  he 


set  himself  to  clearing  and  improving  and  after   a 

life  spent  ill  hard  toil,  died  in  I  S  I  7  at  the  age  of 
lifty-three  years.       He  was  honored  at  an  rurh    dn\ 

l>\  being  placed  in  several  local  offices.  He  was  a 
lirm  believer  in  the  Calvinistic  creed  and  shorter 
catechism  and  served  as  Deacon  in  his  church  for 
a  long  time  before  his  decease.  Our  subject's 
mother  was  in  her  maiden  days  a  Mis-  Mary  \V. 
Wetherby,  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  died  about 
I m!(i  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  she  like  her 
husband  was  an  adherent  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Three  children  graced  the  home  fireside 
and  hoard  w  it h  their  presence. 

The  parental  family  comprised  Mary,  frank 
and   Henry   A.      The  latter   is    the  only    one    living 

at  the  present  time,  Mary  having  died  in  the  year 
of  1843,  and  Frank  in  1865.  Henry  Hammond 
wa-  two  years  old  when  his  parents  came  to  this 
state.  He  received  a  district-school  education  in 
the  school-  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  his  home 
and  remained  at  home  until  1848.  taking  charge  of 
the  farm  after  his  father's  death.  He  was  al  the 
time  about  eighteen  years  of  age  and  ha-  since 
made  his  own  way  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Hammond  finished  clearing  the  home  farm 
and  in  1856  was  united  in  marriage  to  \li--  Eliza 
M.  Boydon  of  Saline  Township,  this  Mate.  Four 
children  have  been  the  outcome  of  this  union  nnd 
all  have  grown  to  manhood  and  womanhood  and 
are  useful  and  respected  members  of  society.  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Elson  Lewis,a  clergyman  in 
Boston  and  an  adherent  of  the  Baptist  persuasion. 
The  other  children  are  ( leorgc,  Ralph  and  Unit.  All 

have  had  g I  educational  advantages  and    have 

made  good  use  <•!  them.  Out  subject,  like  mosl  ol 
his  neighbors  in  the  townshipof  Saline,  isa  Demi  - 
(rat.  lie  has  frequently  been  a  delegate  to  county 
and  district  conventions.  Liberal  in  his  own  re- 
ligious ideas,  his  wile  is  an  adherent  of  the   Baptist 

(  hurch.  Mr.  Hammond  is  the  owner  of  two  hun- 
dred and   forty  acres  Of   excellent     land.       He     here 

devotes  himself  to  general  farming,  yi\  ing  much 
of  hi-  lime  and  estate  to  the  raising  of  stock  mak- 
ing of  -hecp  a  specialty.  The  latter  he  feeds  during 
the    winter  and    therefore   ihc\    never  present  the 

scraggy  and  forlorn  appearance  I  hat  main    of  these 

animals  do  after  a  severe  season.     Our  subject  ha- 
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a  line  place  and  a  beautiful  home,  the  liou.se 
being  a  model  of  comforl  and  convenience  in  in- 
terim' arrangement  and  attractive  as  to  exterior 
finish.  Il  is  presided  over  mosl  graciously  by  its 
dignified  and  capable  mistress,  who  is  indeed  an 
expert  as  a  housewife. 


-i— 


RRIN  CLARK.  Among  the  sons  of  Veiuiont 
who  have  brought  with  them  to  this  western 
land  the  Sturdyhabits  Of  independence,  in- 
tegrity and  industry  which  have  ever  marked  the 
"Green  Mountain  boys",  we  are  gratified  to  be 
able  to  name  Mr.  Clark,  whose  beautiful  farm  is  to 
be  found  on  section  20,  Manchester  Township. 
Washtenaw  County.  He  was  born  September  17. 
1816. 

His  father,  James  Clark,  who  was  born  in  the 
samg  county,  there  carried  on  the  work  of  a  farmer 
and  remained  in  his  native  home  until  November, 
L836,  when  he  came  West.  His  lirst  home  was 
established  in  Lenawee  County,  where  he  took  up 
Government  land  and  remained  for  two  years, 
after  which  he  went  to  Grand  Rapids,  where  In- 
completed his  earthly  sojourn.  I  lis  seventy-four 
years  of  life  had  been  well  Idled  with  acts  of  devo- 
tion to  duty,  and  although  he  did  not  shoulder  a 
gun  during  the  Mar  of  1812  he  was  one  of  the 
Minute  Men  who  stood  ready  to  go,  and  for  some 
time  he  had  his  clothes  packed  ready  to  start  at  a 
moment's  warning. 

Jerusha  Torrence,  who  became  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  had  her 
training  and  education  at  Whitehall,  when-  she  was 
married.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children  and 
died  in  Vermont.  The  second  marriage  of  .lames 
Clark  brought  to  his  home  a  helpmate  in  the  person 
of  Sarah  Green,  who  was  horn  in  Vermont  and  be- 
came the  mother  of  lour  children.  Twelve  of  the 
fourteen  children  Of  .lames  (lark  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood  and  themselves  became  tin- 
heads  of  families.  Only  two  of  them  are  now  living, 


namely,  our  subject  and  his  brother  James,  who 
lives  in  Jackson. 

When  ten  years  of  age  Orrin  Clark  removed  with 
his  parents  from  Vermont  to  New  fork,  lie  was 
twenty  years  of  age  when  he  came  West    with  his 

father,  and  previous  to  that  time  he  had  worked 
for  four  years  in  a  cotton  factory  at  Watertown,  as 
the  father  was  very  restricted  in  his  means  and  it 
was  necessary  for  all  of  the  children  to  help  beat 
the  family  expenses  as  SOOn  as  they  were  old  enough 
to  work.  He  worked  for  one  year  on  a  farm  in 
Northern  New  York  and  three  years  in  Niagara 
County,  and  upon  coming  to  Detroit  in  November, 
1836,  began  teaming.  The  following  spring  he 
came  to  Manchester  Township  and  took  the  saw- 
mill which  is  now  located  on  section  28,  and  under- 
took to  run  it  on  shares,  which  lie  did  for  eighteen 
months.  Having  thus  gained  some  means,  the 
young  man  determined  to  own  a  home  of  his  own, 
and  bought  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  which 
was  then  in  its  wild  condition,  lie  built  a  loe 
house  16x18  feet  in  dimensions,  fur  which  he  cut 
the  logs  and  sawed  them  himself.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  put  the  place  in  a  condition  for  tillage 
and  here  he  had  many  interesting  experiences  with 
the  wild  animals  which  were  then  so  plentiful. 
Wild  turkeys   frequented    his  dooryard  and  deer 

could    often     be    seen    crossing   the    held.       He    lirst 

bought  eighty  acres  on  sect  inn   20,  and   to  this  he 

has  added   fifteen  acres   on  section   "-'1. 

The  most  notable  even!  in  the  life  of  the 
young  man  was  his  marriage  in  .Manchester  Town- 
ship. October  20,  1838,  with  Samantha  Baldwin, 
daughter  Of  Leonard  and  Ai  villa  ((  air )  Baldwin. 
She  was  horn  in  Fulton  County,  N.  Y..  November 
10,  1816,  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  cane  to 
Michigan  with  her  parentsand  continued  to  reside 
with  Ihein  until  her  marriage.  To  her  have  been 
born  three  children,  ail  of  whom  had  their  early 
training  and  home  in  the  log  house,  and  onh  one 
of  whom  now  remains  to  cheer  tin  declining  yeai 
that  must  come  to  the  pa nai ts.  Seymour  was  horn 
in  1840,  and  he  makes  his  home  wit  h  hi-  parents 
and  lakes  charge  of  the  farming  operations;  Naomi 
was  horn  in  L842  and  died  in  1866;  while  Jeanette 
lived  only  seventeen  months. 

The   principles  of  the  Republican  party    are  the 
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ones  which  mosl  i  u  1 1 \  commend  themselves  to  the 
judgmenl  of  .Mr.  Clark  as  worthy  of  his  sanction 
and  his  firsl  Presidential  vote  was  casl  for  the 
grandfather  of  the  present  incumbent  of  thai  (•Hire. 
whom  he  also  helped  to  elect.  He  has  served  as 
Pathmaster  in  his  township,  bul  aside  from  ih.'it 
has  preferred  to  avoid  official  responsibility. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Clark  were  curly  settlers  in 
Michigan  and  in  the  town  of  Manchester.  Both 
were  New  Yorkers  by  birth,  and  the  father  lived  to 
the  age  of  sixty-four,  bul  the  mother  died  in  early 
womanhood,  being  called  hence  when  only  forty- 
four  years  of  age.  Their  graves  lie  side  by  side  in 
the  Reynolds  Cemetery  in  Manchester  Township. 


•'• 


<  »II.LIA.M  DEUBEL.  One  of  the prominenl 
\  /  business  men  of  the  city  of  Ypsilanti  and 
V V  whose  interests  .-ire  as  varied  as  an-  the 
enterprises  in  which  he  has  been  a  projector,  is  he 
whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  lie  is 
proprietor  of  the  Vpsilanti  City  Mills,  which  are 
run  under  the  Mini  name  of  William  Dcubel  A-  Co. 
lie  was  also  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Ypsilanti 
A  Ann  Arbor  Street  Railway  and  is  also  a  large 
stockholdei  in  the  same.  He  is  also  a  stockholder 
and  director  of  the  Savings  Hank  at  Ann  Arbor 
and  was  one  of  its  organizers.  lie  is  a  stockholder, 
besides,  in  the  Ann  Arlior  Electric  Street  Railway 
and  owns  considerable  mining  stock  in  .Mexico, 
lie  is  a  prominenl  man  in  this  city  ami  is  well 
known  ami  liked  by  all  who  know  him  a-  a 
straightforward  and  candid  business  man.  Mr. 
Deubel's  partner  in  the  City  .Mills  is  hi-  son, 
!•'.  B.  Deubel.     The  mill  site  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 

the  county. 

William  Deubel  was  born  in  Washington,  I).  ('.. 
February  10,  1824.  His  father  was  William  F. 
Deubel,  who  was  born  in  Bierton,  Germany.  Our 
subject's  father  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
butcher's  trade  when  young,  bul  soon  after  en- 
tered the  army  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  as  butcher. 
I  le  was  in  charge  of  eighty  men  in  the  field  and  on 
the  trip  to  Moscow  was  brought  into  personal  com- 


munication with  the  ■_' t <  .i i  French  general.  He 
was   a    line   fencer  and   was  engaged  in  more  than 

o luel.     His  marriage  took    place   in    Germany. 

He  emigrated  to  America  and  located  in  Pennsyl- 
vania,  mar   Washington,  thence  removed  to  the 

capital,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a  drover,  and 
thence  went  to  Brooklyn.  X.  V..  where  he  resided 
until  1885,  when  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
wife  and  lour  children.  lie  went  to  Buffalo  by 
canal  and  from  that  point  came  to  Detroit  l>\  boat. 
tin  reaching  Plymouth  he  was  the  proprietor  of  a 
meat  market  and  there  died  al  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.      He  was  a  Lutheran  in  his  church   relations. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  before  her  marriage  a 
Miss  Isabella  Fillcy.  who  was  born  in  Heilbroden, 
Germany,  she  died  al  Plymouth,  of  si\  chil- 
dren born  to  the  parent-  four  lived  to  be  grown 
and  came  to  Michigan  and  two  survive  al  the  pres- 
ent time;  our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  the  fam- 
ily, lie  was  about  eleven  3'ears  old  when  his 
father  left  Brooklyn.  N.  Y..  ami  came  to  Michigan, 
and  after  that  time  he  lived  in  Plymouth  until 
reaching  manhood,  there  attending  the  common 
school  of  the  district. 

From  the  time  William  was  large  enough  he  was 
required  to  add  his  time  and  strength  to  the  work 
of  the  farm  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  at 
that  time  was  apprenticed  to  II.  B.  Holbl'OOk  to 
learn  the  miller's  trade.  He  spent  three  years  with 
him  and  then  took    the   second    place   of    miller   in 

the  same  township,  later  Wee ing  head  miller.       I  h 

worked  for  twenty-one  years  in  this  capacity.  In 
1862  our  subject   gave   up  milling,  having   made 

$3,500  during  that   time.      He  purchased  a   farm    of 

eighty-four  acres  in  Plymouth  Township,  Wayne 
County,  and  engaged  in  farming  for  two  and  a 
half  years,  then  -old  ii  al  a  largely  advanced  price 
and  located  in  Ann  Alitor,  where  he  boughl  a  mill 
from  Frank  Swift,  who  had  been  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  there  for  ten  years.  He  later  sold 
a  half  interest  in  it  to  its  original  owncr.it  being 
run  under  the  firm  name  of  Swift  &  Deubel.  A 
year  later  he  bought  out  the  mill  of  William  St. 
Clair  and  ran  the  two  mills,  which  were  the  on  1 J 
ones  there  al  thai  time. 

The  linn  name  was  iinali\  changed  to  Deubel, 
sw  ifi  ,v  Co.  and  continued  thus  until  1875.  when  the 
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partnership  was  dissolved.  (  )ur  subject  then  bought 
his  presenl  mill  property  from  E.  I!.  Ward,  of  De- 
troit,  for  $45,000.  He  pu1  upon  it  $5,000  worth 
of  improvements,  it  being  badly  run  down.  He 
has  since  remodeled  it  and  replaced  the  old  milling 
system  with  .i  full  roller  system  and  has  put  in  a 
steam  engine  of  one  hundred-horse  power,  so  thai 
he  can  combine  the  two  and  have  full  roller  pr< 
cess.  It  has  a  capacity  of  from  two  hundred  and 
fifty  to  three  hundred  barrels  per  day  and  is  ont 
of  the  largest  mills  in  the  county.  It  is  accessible 
to  the  railroads,  having  side  tracks  from  both  roads. 
They  ship  large  quantities  of  flour,  feed,  etc..  both 
East  and  South  and  they  even  have  market  in  Eng- 
land, Scotland  and  Ireland. 

When  our  subject  came  to  this  county  there  was 
not  a  railroad  here,  all  these  improvements,  of 
which  lie  now  has  the  benefit  and    and   advantage, 

having  been  made  since  his  boy] d.      About  1880 

the  original  of  this  sketch  took  his  son  as  partner 
in  his  business  and  it  is  now  being  carried  on  most 
successfully.  The  residence  of  Mr.  Deubel  is 
located  at  No.  206  X.  Huron  Street,  and  here  the 
family  have  as  line  a  house  as  any  in  Ypsilanti. 
Mi-.  Deubel  also  owns  a  handsome  residence  in  Ann 
Arbor.  His  mill  site  at  this  place  has  several  acres 
of  land.  He  also  owns  a  saw  and  planing  mill. 
which  he.  however,  rents.  Our  subject  is  the  old 
est  miller  in  the  county  and  is  a  thoroughly  prac- 
tical business  man. 

The   marriage  of   the  gentleman   of    wl we 

write  was  celebrated  at  Wbitmore  Lake,  his  bride 
being  a  Miss  Sally  Purdy,  who  was  horn  in  Seneca 
County.  X.  V.  She  was  a  daughter  of  .lames 
Purdy,  who  came  to  Plymouth  in  l*2,x  and  was 
there  a  farmer.  Mrs.  Deubel  died  August  29,  1889, 
leaving  three  children  to  her  husband.  Mary  died 
when  young;  William  II.  is  a  miller,  located  at 
Ypsilanti;  .lames  1'.  is  a  miller  at  Seio;  Hattie  died 
when  young;  Frank  B.  is  in  partnership  with  his 
father.  While  in  Ann  Arbor  Mr.  Deubel  served 
as  Alderman  for  two  years  from  the  Fourth  Ward. 
Socially    he    i>    a    Mason    and    belongs    also    to    the 

[n dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.     Originally  a 

Whig,  our  subject  is  now  a  Arm  Democrat.  The 
establishment  to  which  Mr.  Deubel  pays  most  atten- 
tion,  that    of   his    mill,    i-    an     imposing    structure 


15x105  in  dimensions,  which  has  three  stories  be- 
sides the  basement.  The  organization  of  the  Ann 
Arbor  Savings  Lank,  of  which  our  subject  isalar^e 
stockholder,  is  due  to  him. 


ON.  DAVID  EDWARDS.      In  order  to  per- 
i      1    petuale  for  coming  generations  the  record 
of  oik     who    was    very    prominently    con- 
{£)       nected  with  laying  the  solid  foundation    nl 
the  prosperity  of  Ypsilanti.  a  brief  account    of    the 

life  of  David  Edwards  is  placed  on  the  panes  of 
the  Album.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
this  city  and  has  always  been  closely  identified 
with  its  development  by  his  liberal  contributions 
to  aid  the  social,  material  and  religious  advance- 
ment and  he  has  done  much  to  bring  to  its  pres- 
ent standing  as  one  of  the  foremost  cities  of  the 
State.  When  he  came  here  in  1838,  the  place 
which  then  contained  a  population  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred, was  the  terminus  of  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad,  and  was  a  thriving  little  village  in  the 
midst  of  a  sparsely  settled  community. 

Vermont  was  the  native  State  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Edwards,  and  his  birth  occurred  in  Montpelier, 
November  2,  1815.  Both  his  father  and  grand- 
father bore  the  same  name  as  himself.  His  grand- 
father served  in  the  conflict  of  the  Revolution  as 
a  volunteer,  being  too  young   to    come    under  the 

draft.     Manx  years  ago  his  great-grandfather  ci 

from  England  with  two  sons,  settling  in  old 
Rochester,  Mass..  when  Grandfather  Edwards  was 
fourteen  years  old.  When  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  seven  years  old  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Quincy,  Mass., settling  on  whatisnow  Edward's 
Hill  and  there  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  his 
family  now  reside.  Our  subjeel  secured  a  good 
education  in  Quincy,  after  which  he  learned  the 
carpenter's     trade.       In     connection     with     that     he 

studied  architecture  for  many  years  and  for  a  hum 

time  did  the  most  of  the  contracting  and  building 
iii  this  city,  lie  also  superintended  the  erection 
of  many  State  edifices,  and  with  the  exception  of 
the  first    small    building,    lie    had    charge    of    the 
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erection  of  all  the  State    Normal  Scl I   buildings 

here,  lie  buill  the  St.  [gnace  court-house  and 
many  other  countj  and  St;itc  buildings,  which 
now  stand  as  monuments  to  his  architectural  taste 
and  ability . 

About  fifteen  years  ago  Mr.  Edwards  retired 
from  active  work  as  an  architect  and  carpenter, 
but  afterward  was  employed  for  a  time  bj  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  of  Detroil  t<>  superintend 
sewers  and  dock  building  and  in  other  ways  ad- 
vancing  the  interests  of  the  city.  In  1843  he 
buill  the  old  Methodist  Church  in  i'psilanti,  and 
the  character  of  his  work  may  be  inferred  from 
the  fad  thai  when  the  building  was  razed  to  the 
ground,  after  liaving  stood  forty-eight  years,  it 
was  as  plumb  as  when  first  erected.  With  the 
exception  of  a  few  years  when  In-  was  employed 
in  Detroit,  Mr.  Edwards  has  resided  continuously 
in  this  city  for  fifty-three  years,  and  the  marvelous 
changes  which  this  half-century  has  produced,  he 
has  not  only  witnessed  hut  lias  assisted  in  bringing 
about. 

With  the  political  life  of  the  county.  Air.  Ed- 
wards has  also  been  identified.  He  served  as 
Township  Treasurer  when  the  village  and  town- 
ship were  one.  and  when  the  city  was  chartered  he 
was  one  of  the  first  Alderman.  Later  he  served 
as  Mayor  two  years,  and   was  at    the    head   of  the 

municipality  when    Lincoln  was  assassinated.    Since 

that  time  he  has  refused  public  office,  and  neither 
the  honors  nor  the  emoluments  of  official  position 
have  been  sufficient  to  induce  him  to  revoke  his 
decision.  However  he  has  made  an  exception  in 
one  instance,  having  served  for    three   consecutive 

years  as  Supervisor  for  the  First  Judicial  District 
of  this  city,  a  position  which  he  will  probably  fill 
for  some  time.     The  firsl  planing  mill    which   was 

evei    put   in   here  was    purchased    liy    him    and   Used 

in  Ins  business.  Politically  he  votes  the  Republi- 
can ticket,  although  he  is  by  no  means  a  partisan. 
In  1842,  a  few  war-  after  locating  here.  Mr. 
Edwards  was  married  to  Miss  Lucia  M.  Fairchild, 
the  daughter  of  Dr.  Joel  and  Emma  Bacon  Fair 
child.  .Mrs.  Edwards  was  a  native  of  Shelburn, 
Vt.,  born  in  1826  and  came  to  this  county  with 
parent-  when  she  was  a  child  of  twelve.  She  grew 
to  w anhood  under  the  parental  roof  in  Ypsilanti, 


and  her  gentle  disposition  and  kind  heart  have 
always  won  for  her  man  \  friends  and  admirers.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  to  the  sup- 
port of  which  Mr.  Edwards  contributes  regularly. 
Three  children  came  to  Mi.  ami  .Mr-.  Edwards, 
George  T.  is  an  attorney  in  Minneapolis;  Julia  E., 

the  widow  of  George  Sherman,  makes  her  home  iii 

Ypsilanti.  and  Charles  G.  is  a  commercial   traveler. 


-  BEK  WHITE,  deceased.  _  There  is  no  in- 
heritance   so    rich    as    the    records    of     the 

^  worthy  livesof  iho-e  who  have  parted  from 
this  world  and  have  gone  to  receive  the  reward 
which  awaits  them  in  heaven.  We  all  have  striv- 
ings after  a  high  ideal,  but  an  ideal  alone  is  of 
little  value  if  not  re-inforced  by  the  example  of 
those  who.  like  ourselves  have  human  frailties,  vet 
have  been  enabled  to  so  overcome  them  a-  to  lead 
livesof  usefulness,   integrity  and    true  godliness. 

This  gives  US  new  courage  to  continue  our  own 
efforts  and  aids  us  in  making  a  success  of  our  lives 
iii  the'highesf  sense  of  the  word. 

Eber  White  had  his  birth  in  Schenectady,  N.  Y.. 
on  October  11.  1 798,  and  was  called  from  tin-  ac- 
tivities of  life  August  19,  1872.  lie  belonged  to 
a  remarkable  family  noted  for  patriotism  during 
the  Colonial  days.  His  father.  Peter  White,  had  six 
brothers  who  fought  under  <  .en.  Washington,  dur- 
ing the  entire  period  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
and  Peter  himself  only  mourned  that  he  was  too 
youngtojoin  his  brothers  in  the  Held.    Tin'  family 

had  come  to   New    York   from   Rhode   Island. 

Having  learned  the  practical  details  of  farming 
and  having  grown  up  through  it-  experience  to  a 
rugged  and  independent  young  manhood.  Eber 
White  came  in  1824  to  Michigan,  and  took  up  land 
ill  Washtenaw  Comity, spending  the  summer  here 
and  at  I'ontiac.  lie  was  greatly  delighted  with  the 
beauties  of  this  fair  Western  land  and  after  making 

good  his  claim  to  the  property  he  returned    to    the 

East  to  make  further  arrangements  for  his  future 
life,     [n  July,  1 826,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


319 


Polly  Rogers,  a  native  of  Fabius,  ( (nondaga  County, 
X.  Y..  and  with  his  young  bride  he  began  his- 
journey  to  the  new  home.  Upon  arriving  again  in 
Washtenaw  County,  heat  once  set,  to  work  to  make 
a  log  cabin,  and  while  doing  so  the  young  pair 
were  cordially  welcomed  to  the  home  of  George 
Allen.  Here  they  set  up  their  household  godsand 
began  the  journey  of  life  together. 

This  new  life  was  not  without  ils  trials  as  there 
was  much  sickness  in  those  days  but  this  young 
couple  was  made   of    the   stuff    that    could    endure 

trials  and  hardships  and  roughness  and  they  bravely 
carried  on  their  work.  The  young  man  was  not 
unaccustomed  to  pioneer  labor  as  his  father,  who 
had  been  unfortunate  in  money  matters  some 
years  and  had  lost  a  great  deal  of  his  property  by 
going  security  for  a  friend,  had  removed  into  a 
new  country  when  Eber  was  only  fourteen  years 
old  and  1  lit*  hoy  had  done  most  of  the  work  of 
clearing  up  one  hundred  acres  of  woodland  for  his 
father. 

Besides  the  land  which  Mr.  White  took  in  Ann 
Arbor  Township,  he  wasalso  interested  in  a  farm  in 
Webster  Township.  He  was  thoroughly  and  in- 
telligently concerned  in  all  movements  for  the 
prosperity  and  progress  of  the  farming  community 
and  was  the  chief  organizer  of  the  Agricultural 
Society. 

The  children  who  blest  the  home  of  this  highly 
respected  couple  were  six  in  number,  four  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Alty  is  the  widow  of  Dr.  .lames 
Steward,  a  prominent  physician  who  died  in  Ann 
Arbor  about  tin1  year  1864;  she  makes  her  homeat 
the  corner  of  Main  and  Liberty  Streets.  Adelia 
E.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  Soule.  a  Professor  in 
Mt.  Union  College  at  Alliance,  Ohio,  where  he 
graduated  in  1861.  The  sisters  Polly  and  Mary 
Elizabeth  were  both  born  on  tin  farm  and  have 
lived  here  throughout  their  lives.  They  have  one- 
half  of  tin'  old  homestead  on  West,  Liberty  SI  reel 
and  have  full  management  of  the  farm,  which  they 
are  carrying  on  most-  efficiently  and  are  showing 
that  capability  for  business  which  is  being  so  won- 
derfully developed  among  tin'  women  of  our  coun- 
try in   these   days. 

The  first  home  of  Mr.  White  which  was  the  log 
cabin  of  which  we  have  already  spoken,   was  after 


awhile  set  asidefora  more  comfortable  home  which 
was  built  in  18-10  and  which  is  now  the  old  home- 
stead of  which  we  have  spoken  on  West  Liberty 
Street.  Besides  his  interesl  in  agricultural  affairs 
Mr.  White  expended  much  time, energy  and  means 
in  promoting  the  educational  ami  religious  inter- 
estsof  the  community  among  whom  he  dwell,  He 
did  not  "despise  the  day  of  small  things"  but  was 
one  of  those  wl rganized  a  class  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church  long  before  any  effort  had  been  made 
to  organize  a  church  here.  His  benevolent  feelings 
led  him  to  open  his  hand  freely  for  the  relief  of  the 
distressed  and  these  with  his  love  for  liberty  led 
him  to  associate  himself  bravely  with  other  Aboli- 
tionists in  helping  forward  the  fugitive  slave  as  he 
passed  through  Michigan  toward  Canada  and  l  he 
North  Star.  He  early  allied  himself  with  the 
Republican  party  and  gave  most  patriotii  and  real 
support  to  the  administration  duringthe  dark  days 
of   the  Civil  War. 

July  2,  1864,  Mr.  White  was  called  upon  to  pass 
through  the  trial  of  parting  with  his  faithful  and 
beloved  wife  who  had  walked  with  him  so  harmoni- 
ously since  Hie  days  when  they  set  up  their  home 
in  the  log   cabin.     He  survived   her   some  eight 

years  when  he    too    finished  his  earthly  career  and 

responded  to  the  call  to  ••conic  up  higher." 


-—4-        Q 


OL  EDWARD   BATWELL,  M.  D.,  who  was 

horn  in  Ireland  and  there  reared  and  edu- 
•~J  cated,  received  his  degree  in  the  Dublin 
University,  lie  came  to  Detroit  in  I850and  prac- 
ticed until  the  war.  which  he  entered  in  the 
capacity  of  surgeon  in  the  Fourteenth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, and  worked  up  until  he  was  hovelled 
Lieutenant  Colonel.  lie  is  now  one  ol  the  finest 
surgeons  in  the  Stale  and  is  rated  as  such  by  the 
best  authorities.  Dr.  Batwell  is  nol  only  scholarly 
and  well-informed  in  his  own  line,  hut  is  intelli- 
gent in  every  branch,  ami  an  enterprising  and 
interesting  gentleman,  lie  stands  well  in  the  com- 
munity, both  as  a  citizen  and  as  a  professional  man. 
Dr.    Batwell    was    horn    in    <  liarleville.   (  umit\ 
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Cork,  [reland,  June  I.  1828"  and  was  there  reared. 
He  is  m  ~"n  of  Andrew  Batwell,  who  was  a  repre- 
sentative of  .-in  old  and  honorable  family  in  that 
portion  of  Ireland.  The  family  is  of  Knglish 
origin,  the  i  sod  us  of  the  family  having  takes  place 
from  England  during  the  plague  in  1500.  Our 
subject's  father  was  a  Captain  in  the  English  Army 
and  died  in  thai  country.  Our  subject's  mother 
was.  previous  to  her  marriage,  a  Miss  Helen  Gal- 
way.  Eight  children  were  born  to  the  couple. 
lie  of  whom  we  write  is  the  youngest  of  these  and 
the  only  one  who  came  to  America.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  endowed  school  in  Charleville  until 
thirteen  years  of  age.  In  1841  he  was  apprenticed 
to  Thomas  O.Gorman,  an  apothecary  of  Charleville, 
and  served  under  him  for  five  years,  until  1846. 
In  1  st  1  our  subject  entered  Trinity  College.  Dublin, 
becoming  a  student  at  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons. Fie  finished  therein  1849.  He  afterward 
graduated  from  the  Royal  Collegeof  Physicians  of 
London,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons,  London,  England. 

After  his  experience  in  London  Dr.  Batwell 
returned  home  and  passed  the  examination  for 
admission  to  the  English  Navy  and  immediately 
afterward  set  ou1  for  America  on  a  pleasure  trip. 
He  was  so  pleased  with  the  new  land  that  six 
months  after,  when  the  news  came  of  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  English  navy  he  declined  it  in  order 
to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  states.  His  voy- 
age over  was  first  made  in  1849,  when  he  left 
Queenstown  in  the  month  of  November  on  the 
sailing  vessel  "Republic."     After   a    five    weeks' 

voyage  they  landed  in  New  York  Mr.  Batwell 
came  almosi  immediately  to  Detroit  and  determined 
to  make  this  his  home,  lie  was  possessed  of  a  com- 
fortable sum  of  nione\  on  coming  over  but  spenl 
it  in  ten   months'  time,  and   was  obliged  to   resort 

to  his  profession  as  a  means  of  livelihood.  He  be- 
gan the  practice  of  surgery  in   which   he  was  vcr\ 

successful    and     wa-    a    con  I  eui|  unary    with    all    the 

physicians  of  thai  early  day.  Our  subject  enjoys 
a  very  wide  practice,  being  acknowledged  a  most 
skillful  physician  anil  surgeon. 

In  1861  the  original  of  our  sketch  wasappointed 
surgeon  to  the  Irish  Rifle,  a  popular  regiment, 
which    was    shortly    afterward    merged    with     the 


Fourteenth  Michigan  Infantry.  Dr.  I  i.-i  i  w  <  1 1  served 
in  all  the  battles  in  which  his  regiment  took  part. 
In  the  fall  of  1862,  he  of  whom  we  write  wa-  ad- 
vanced to  the  position  of  Brigade  Surgeon  and 
shortly  afterward  was  made  Division  Surgeon  and 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Held  hospital.  Second 
Division.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  and  in  1864  he 
was  honored  by  being  brevetted  Lieutenant  (  olonel. 
and  after  an   honorable  service  was  mustered  out 

at   the  clos,.  of  the  war. 

After  returning  from  the  armv  Dr.  Batwell  en- 
gaged in  practice  in  Detroit  for  a  few  months, 
then  in  the  spring  of  1866  he  located  in  Yp-ilanli 
and  has  since  been  the  most  prominent  and  widely 
known  physician  and  surgeon  in  this  city  and  of 
the  locality,  and  has  doubtless  engaged  ill  more 
Surgical  work  than  any  physician  in  the  vicinity. 
He  is  frequently  called  upon  to  superintend  delicate 
surgical  operations  in  the  city  of  Detroit  and  also 
to  other  parts  of  the  Slate. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  first  mar- 
ried in  Detroit.  .Inne  l.  1854,  to  Mis-  Frances 
Delano,  who  was  horn  in  Rochester,  X.  V.  Five 
children  have  been  the  outcome  of  this  union  and 
of  these  three  are  now  living.  They  are  Charles, 
Edwardand  Helen.  Charles  resides  in  Kansas  City 
and  is  em  pi  i  >\  edas  a  bookkeeper;  Edward  is  located 
at  Ft.  Tow  ii send.  Wash.,  and  is  an  architect ;  I  lelen  is 
now  Mrs.  Thomas  Stephens  of  Gait,  Canada.  Some- 
time after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Frances  Batwell,  our 
subject  was  again  married,  the  ceremonj  being 
solemnized  in  the  city  of  Detroit.  AugUSl  1.  1882 
ami  the  lady  being  Mi--  Man  E.  Carpenter,  of 
Ypsilanti.  Two  children  have  been  the  outcome  of 
t his  marriage. 

Our  suhjci  t  has  been  pi'CSSed  into  service  in 
municipal  positions.  lie  has  been  (  oiiuly  Coroner 
for  several  years  and  also  (  ountj  Surgeon.  Ik- 
has  also  been  Citj   Physician   for  many  years  and 

has  wielded    the   sceptre    over    the  lire    department 

for  many  years,  being  the  original  founder  of  thai 
department  in  1873  and  is  now  the  only  original 
member.  Socially  our  subject  belongs  to  the  In- 
dependent ( (rder  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  one  of  the 
Encampment  He  is  also  a  Royal  Arch  Mason, 
belonging  to  the  Masonic  Council,  and  is  besides  a 

Ivnighl   of    The   Maccabees.       He    is    pleased    to    join 
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his  old  comrades  about  the  camp  fireof  the  G.  A.  1«. 
and  the  V.  V.  D.  Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  is  a  follower  of  the  doctrines 
and  platform  of  the  Democratic  party. 


—i*  - 


iENJAMIN  BRADLEY.  This  prominenl 
agriculturist,  residing  on  section  18,  Ann 
Arbor  Township,  was  bora  in  Suffolk 
County,  England.  March  9,  1818.  His  par- 
ents, William  and  Rhoda  (Colley)  Bradley,  were 
both  born  in  England.  They  came  to  the  United 
stairs  iii  the  year  1830,  spending  five  years  on 
Staten  Island,  and  then  removed  to  Wayne 
County.  X.  V.  In  the  fall  of  1837  they  came  to 
Michigan,  passing  through  to  Jackson,  where  Mr. 
Bradley  had  a  brother-in-law.  They  had  a  family 
of  nine  children,  of  whom  four  came  with  them 
to  Michigan.  The  father  died  in  .Jackson  in  1840, 
and  his  widow,  who  survived  him  for  twenty 
years,  reached  the  age  of  four-score.  Those  mem- 
bers of  the  family  who  came  to  this  State  were: 
Mary  Ann.  Mrs.  W.  Chittock,  of  Jackson;  Eliza, 
Mrs.  X.  Jones,  of  Lansing;  Robert  and  Benjamin. 
Both  sisters  have  now  passed  from  life. 

Our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a  tailor  with 
his  brother-in-law  at  Jackson,  working  there  for 
eleven  years,  and  followed  his  trade  for  more  than 
forty  years.  He  passed  twenty-two  years  in  Mos- 
cow. Hillsdale  County,  and  the  rest  of  the  time  in 
Jackson  and  Ann  Arbor,  until  he  came  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  1874.  He  was  married  February  1«, 
lKUi,  iii  Ann  Arbor,  to  Margaret  Shannon,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Bridget  (Cron in)  Shannon,  both 
Of  whom  were  natives  of  County  Limerick,  [re- 
land,  who  came  to  Ann  Arbor  in  1836,  and  lo- 
cated on  a  farm  three  miles  northwest  of  that 
place. 

There  the  father  passed  from  life  November 
23,  1843,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and  the  mother 
survived  until  April.  1866.  The  members  of  their 
family  were:  Margaret;  Bridget,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  fifteen;  Steve,  a  machinist,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one;   Alice.    Mrs.  Harvey   Coruwell; 


Patrick.  John  and  Michael.  John  died  in  Libby 
Prison  at  the  age  of  twentj  years,  having  been 
captured  on  the  march  while  straggling  from  the 
ranks  to  avoid  the  dust.  Patrick  was  the  main- 
stay of  the  mother's  family  and  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  the  fall  of  1873,  was  a  severe  blew  to 
all.  lie  was  unmarried,  lived  at  home  and  carried 
oh  the  farm,     lie  bought   the  land  about  the  year 

1860,  and  placed  u] it  excellent    improvements. 

He  was  also  an  engineer  and  operated  an  engine 
in  the  paper  mill  at  Fosters.  He  was  in  delicate 
health  and  died  of  consumption.  His  death  left 
only  Mrs.  Bradley  and  Mrs.  Coruwell  the  surviv- 
ing members  of  the  family. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradley  are:  John 
V..  who  died  in  infancy;  Charles  T..  who  is  the 
engineer  in  a  paper  mill  at  Fosters;  \\  illiam,  who 
carries  on  the  farm;  Stephen  Franklin,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seventeen;  Mary  Alice.  Mrs.  George 
Collenbach,  of  Ann  Arbor;  Benjamin,  at  borne; 
Nelson,  who  is  Cashier  in  the  Savings  Lank  at 
Lansing;  Gordon,  who  is  an  engineer;  Ida  May. 
at  home;  George,  a  paper  finisher  at  the  mill; 
John,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  High  School  at 
Ann  Arbor,  is  the  bookkeeper  for  the  Lansing 
Lumber  Company.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradley  are 
both  earnest  and  devout  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  the  political  influence  of  the 
family  is  cast  with  the  Democratic   party. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Bradley  accom- 
panies this  sketch. 


>:  r  *\ 


FORGE  S.  WHEELER.  One  of  tne  most 
prominent  citizens  of  Washtenaw  County, 
(  who  lias  held  here  many  official  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility  and  is  now  a  merchant  al 
Salem, was  born  April.  22,  1830,  in  Lester,  Living- 
ston County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  with  his  parents  to 
this  county  in  the  fall  of  1831,  before  the  organi- 
zation of  the  State.  Here  he  passed  hi-  youth, 
taking  hi-  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 

county  and  in   the  High  School  :it    'I  psilanti. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  married  in   Is.'il  to  Mi-    Marin 
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1'.  Thayer,  daughter  of  Rufus  Thayer,  who  located 
the  firsl  land  in  what  is  now  Salem  Township. 
Two  children  were  born  to  them,  Charles  I .  dying 
at  the  age  of  one  and  one-half  years,  and  Fred, 
reaching  maturity.  The  Hon.  Calvin  Wheeler,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  New  York  in 
L806,  .-11111  as  we  have  said,  became  an  early  pio- 
nni  in  Salem  Township,  where  lie  resided  until 
called  from  life's  activities.  Two  years  before  Ids 
migration  into  Michigan  lie  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Almira  Smith,  an  estimable  Christian 
lady  of  great  worth.  With  the  exception  of  the 
office  of  Constable  this  gentleman  held  every  offi- 
cial  position  within  the  gift  of  the  people  ofSali  n 
Township. 

In  1*.">7  the  father  of  cur  subject  was  elected  to 
represent  Washtenaw  County  in  the  Michigan  State 
Legislature  and  held  the  office  for  one  term.  His 
family  consisted  of  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
Charles  Ryder;  Almira,  wife  of  Hiram  B.  Fair,  of 
Wayne  County,  this  State;  Stephen  C.  and  Daniel 
W..  fanners  of  Salem  Township.  The  active  and 
useful  life  of  the  father  of  this  household  ceased 
on  earth  in  August,  1882,  when  he  had  reach  d  II. e 
age  of  seventy-six   years. 

When  our  subject  attained  his  majority   he   was 

elected  School  Inspector,  which  office  he  success- 
fully and  satisfactorily  occupied  for  six  years,  at 
which  time  it  was  abolished,  lie  was  then  made  a 
member  of  the  School  Examining  Hoard  and  thus 
remained  for  eight  years.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
been  placed  m  the  office  of  County  Supervisor  and 
thus  continued  until  his  enlistment  in  the  Union 
Army. 
Our  young  soldier  was  mustered  intoservice  mi 

dcr  the  old  flag  ill   A.UgUSt,   1862,  and  was   given    a 

commission  as  Captain  to  raise  a  company  to  he 
called  the  Lancers.  After  about  six  months  this 
company  was  disbanded  and  in  1862  he  was  again 
mustered  into  service  as  first  Lieutenant  of  Com- 
pany D,  in  the  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry.  In  March, 
isti.'i.  he  returned  to  his  farm  near  Whitmore 
Lake  and  in  the  fall  he  entered  the  hoot  and  shoe 
business  in  Ann  Arbor,  forming  a  partnership  un- 
der  the  linn  title  of  Noble,  Ryder  &  Wheeler  and 

thus  continued  for  three  years. 

At   the  expiration  of  that  tune  Mr.  Wheeler    was 


made  Deputy  County  Treasurei  and  conducted  the 
financial  business  of  the  county  for  two  years. 
After  serving  the  county  -i\  years  in  the  educa- 
tional Line  he  came  to  Salem   Township  and    with 

E.  ( ).  Smith  bough  1  seven  acre-  of  land  and  platted 
the  village  Of  Salem,  and  proceeded  to  erect  the 
buildings  in  which  his  store  i-  now  situated.  This 
was    in    the   spring  of    1873,  just    before    he    was 

elected  Supervisor,  an  office  ill  which  he  continued 
most   of  the  time  for  fourteen   term-,  and    in    which 

capacity  he  had  also  served  in  Livingston  County. 

Mr.   Wheeler  has  been   the    life  of  the  little    town 

in  which  he  lives,  as  he  is  a  progressive  business 
man  and  one  who  is  ever  ready  to  enci  Uirage  e\  cr\ 
worthy  enterprise.  During  his  eighteen  years'  res 
idence  in  Salem  he  ha-  Keen  the  agent  for  the  ex- 
press company  there  and  with  the  exception  of  four 
year- has  al-o  served  either  a-  Postmaster  01  as 
Deputy  Postmaster.  As  a  Republican  he  i-  well 
known  throughout  the  county  and  he  ami  his  wife 
are  active  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
where  they  give  liberally  of  their  means  for  the 
support  of  religious  services  and  other  objects,  and 
are  loved  and  respected  by  all  who  know  them. 


►^N^^M 


AMES    BENHAM.      The  farm  located  On  Sec 

lion  28,  Bridgewater  Township,  i-  owned  by 
the  gentleman  whose  name  i-  at  the  bead 
of  this  sketch.  I  le  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  having  been  born  in  Onondaga  County  in 
the  village  of  Amber,  July  Hi.  1841.  Hi-  father. 
James  Benham,  also  a  native  of  New  York,  was  a 
tailor  by  trade  and  in  hi-  earty  days  was  thu-  con- 
stantly employed.  In  Is.".:!  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Koine  Township,  Lenawee  <  ounty, 
on  a  farm,  remaining  there  for  ahout  live  years 
and   thence  removing  to    Bridgewater   Township, 

this  county,  where  he  located  on  section  27,  Con- 
tinuing to  farm  and  improve  the  place  until  liis 
death,  winch  occurred  in  1881. 

The.  senior   Mr.  Benham,  was  a  Democrat   in  his 
political   belief.     He  held   the  office  of  Justice  of 

the    Peace    in    New   York  and  in    Michigan  and   is  fl 
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man  who  was  highly  respected.  Our  subject's 
paternal  grandsire,  George  Benham,  also  a  native 
of  New  York,  was  a  doctor,  practicing  his  profes- 
sion in  Onondaga  County,  where  he  died  in  his 
seventieth  year.  Our  subject's  mother  was.  in  her 
maiden  days.  Mis>  Elizabeth  A.  Wood,  a  native 
of  New  York,  where  she  was  reared.  She  died  at 
about  the  age  of  thirty  years,  after  which  our  sub 
ject's  father  again  married,  his  wife  being  Miss 
Elvira  Chapman.  This  union  was  blest  by  Hie 
advent  of  one  child,  Charles,  who  was  taken  away 
when  in  the  full  promise  of  his  young  manhood, 
being  eighteen  years  of  age  at  the  time. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  five  children  that  were 
the  issue  of  the  Hist  marriage,  there  being  three 
daughters  and  two  sons,  all  of  whom  grew  to  man- 
hood. Three  are  at  the  present  time  living  and  of 
these  our  subject  is  the  youngest.  He  remained 
with  his  father  until  he  reached  his  majority  and  ' 
then  worked  out  by  the  month,  first  receiving  113 
per  month  for  his  labor  and  afterward  as  high  as 
823  per  month  until  he  married.  .March  21.  L869, 
Mr.  Benham  was  united  in  marruge  to  Miss  Mary 
Calhoun,  who  was  horn  in  Bridgewater  Township 
this  county,  February  20,  1846.  She  was  the 
youngesl  of  five  children,  there  being  three  daugh- 
ters and  two  sons.  The  parents  were  Norman  and 
Lucy  (Cobb)  Calhoun,  the  father,  a  native  of 
Connecticut  and  the  mother,  of  Rochester,  X.  Y. 
They  were  early  settlers  in  Washtenaw  County 
and  took  up  land  from  the  Government. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  located  soon  after  his 
marriage  on  a  farm  known  as  the  Aulls  |>lac<  , 
which  he  worked  on  shares,  renting  it  for  four 
years;  thence  he  went  to  Grass  Lake.  Jackson 
County,  this  State,  where  lie  leased  a  farm,  bestow- 
ing his  labor  upon  it  for  three  years  and  thence 
came    to    the    place    where    he     now     resides.      (hie 

daughter,  Delia,  has  been  "'ranted  to  this  amiable 
couple.  She  was  born  January  '.».  1871,  and  is  the 
lighl  and  life  of  the  home.  Mr.  Benham  owns 
ninet v-tivc  acres  which  he  devotes  to  general 
farming. 

lie  of  whom   we  write  is  a  Democrat   in   his    poli- 
tical  belief  and  stands  high  in  the  regard  of  hi 
party.      During    the   years   of    1883   and    1884,   he 
held    the    office    of    Township    Clerk    and    is    now 


Justice  of  the  Peace,  having  been  School  Treasurer 
for  about  eight  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Clinton  Lodge. 
No.  175,  and  to  Chapter  10.  lie  has  taken  nine 
degree  and  is  a  prominent  Mason,  having  succes- 
sively filled  nearly  all  the  offices  and  orders  of  his 
society.  Mr.  Benham's  daughter  is  an  artist,  hav- 
ing considerable  talent  in  graphic  art.  She  paints 
from  nature  and  has  in  her  possession  a  tine  land- 
sea  pe. 


5:iii'J  ,gj  nrri:- 


ENRY    MATTHEWS,   the   popular  proprie- 
\    tor  of  the  Palace  Meat-market,  situated   at 

No.  9  Wot  Huron  Street.  Ann  Arbor.  Mich., 
was  horn  in  North  Hampshire,  England. 
November  15,  1841,  and  in  his  father's  family  he 
is  the  only  son  and  eldest  of  two  children.  George 
Matthews,  his  father,  was  a  farmer,  and  passed  his 
days  in  the  old  country.  He  died  when  this  son 
was  a  mere  lad  and  the  mother  had  been  called 
away  when  Henry  was  only  three  years  old.  An 
uncle,  John  Matthews,  now  took  care  of  the  boy. 
and  with  him  he  made  his  home  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  fifteen  years,  receiving n  good  common- 
school  education. 

In  the  fall  of  1857  the  youth  came  to  the  United 
States,  landing  in  New  York  City,  and  thence  com- 
ing directly  to  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  found  work 
with  his  uncle  Roger  Matthews.  It  was  in  1874 
that  Mr.  Matthews  started  in  business  on  his  own 
account  by  opening  a  meat  market  on  West  Huron 
Street,  going  into  partnership  with  John  Nichols 
under  the  firm  name  of  Matthews  &  Nichols.  This 
continued  for  a  year  only,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  he  bought  out  his  partner,  and  re- 
moved to  his  present  stand  No.  'J  West  Union 
Street.  He  erected  his  first  brick  store  in  1878,  a 
two-story  building  measuring  21\72  feet,  and  he 
also  built  the  adjoining  store  which  i>  occupied  by 
parties  who  are  in  the  plumbing  business. 

This  gentleman  gives  a  personal  oversight  to 
everything  that  is  done  aboul  his  establishment, 
packing  all  his  own  meats,  hams,  shoulders,  side 
meats  and   bacon,  purchasing   the  greater  part    of 
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iris  stock  from  the  farmers.  Our  subjecl  was  mar- 
ried October  If).  1865,  to  Miss  Maria  Curtis,  of 
Webster  Township,  this  county,  daughter  of  Castle 

Curtis.      She   was  horn   in   Washtenaw  County,  and 

has  two  living  children:  Ella,  the  wife  of  ■Samuel 
P.  Kyse.  of  Lansing;  and  George  II..  who  assists 
his  father  in  the  market.  The  political  views  of 
Mr.  Matthewsare  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  and 
policy  of  the  Democratic  party,  lie  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
and  they  make  their  home  in  Mr,  .Matthews'  build- 
ing, over  the  place  of  business. 


«  (MLLIAM  K1RCHGESSNER.  In  scanning 
\fJl  the  lives  and  enterprises  of  the  citizens 
Vv  of  Manchester,  it  is  pleasant  to  note  tin1 
exercise  of  enterprise  in  every  walk  of  life,  and 
the  achievement  of  success  in  every  department 
of  business.  This  we  are  able  to  discern  in  the 
career  of  our  subject,  who  has  established  a  first 
class  bakery  and  restaurant  in  this  village,  and 
has  made  himself  a  place  in   his  adopted  country. 

Our  subject  was  horn  in  Buchen  Baden,  Ger- 
many, December  ;i.  1845,  and  Ids  father.  Sebastian 
K.,  who  was  horn  in  the  same  city,  came  to  Amer- 
ica and  made  his  first  home  in  Monroe  County. 
Mich.,  thence  removing  to  Adrian.  Mich.,  when 
his  death  occurred  April  16.  1874.  He  was  a  well- 
known  and  prominent  man.  and  in  his  early  days 
was  a  Democrat.  Imt  during  the  years  of  the  Civil 
War  he  became  an  anient  Republican.  He  was  a 
Roman  Catholic  and  died  in  that  faith. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Geneveva  Kieser.  was 
also  a  native  of  Buchen  Baden,  and  nc\  er  came  to 
this  country,  as  her  death  occurred  April  I.  1849, 
in  Germany.  Ten  of  their  twelve  children  grew 
to  maturity,  and  nine  of  them  came  to  this  coun- 
try, of   whom   seven  are   now    living.     Mr.  Kirch- 

gessner  is  the  youngest   of  the  twelve  children,  and 

was  only  five  years  "id  when  he  came  to  Michigan 
with  his  father,  having  lost  his  mother  at  the  age 
of  three  years.  He  lived  with  his  father  until  he 
had    reached   the  age  of  sixteen    years,  attending 


school  and  working  on  the  farm  and  taking  his 
I .- 1 - 1  schooling  in  the  Union  schools  of  Monroe. 

At  tin  age  of  sixteen  this  youth  commenced  to 
learn  the  baker's  trade  with  A.  Munch  and  worked 
lor  him  three  years  in  Monroe.  He  also  clerked 
for  his  brother,  Frank  A.  Kirchgessner,  in  that 
city  for  eighteen  months,  and  afterward  worked 
at  Adrian,  Hillsdale,  New  Albany,  Ind.,  and  finally 
came  to  tli<-  village  of  Manchester  in  April,  1868. 
It  was  upon  the  llh  of  May  of  that  year  that  he 
purchased  the  site  where  he  now  carries  on  his 
business,  and  built  a  bakery,  the  first  one  that  had 
been  established  in  the  village.  In  l*7.'i  he  erected 
his  brick  business  block  at  a  cost  of  $7,000,  hav- 
ing moved  the  old  bakery  off  from  the  ground  to 
put  up  this  one.  He  remodeled  the  old  building 
and  had  it  changed  into  a  dwelling  and  business 
house  combined. 

The  happy  marriage  of  Mr.  Kirchgessner  and 
Miss  Emma  Morschheuser  took  place  June  11. 
1868,  in  Adrian.  Mich.  This  lad\  is  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  was  eighteen  years  old  when  she 
came  to  America.  To  her  have  been  granted  three 
-on-  and  two  daughters,  viz:  William  ( '.,  Helen. 
Eugene,  Caroline  and  Oscar.  The  iddest  son.  Will- 
iam, graduated  at  Manchester  in  the  Class  of '87, 
and  then  joined  the  Class  Of  '<sf»  in  the  depart- 
ment of  pharmacy  in  the  Michigan  University. 
After  taking  hi>  diploma  he  went  into  business  in 
Detroit  in  a  line  of  drugs  The  remainder  of  the 
family  are  still  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Besides  carrying  on  the  onlj  bakery  and  con- 
fectionery in  the  village  of  Manchester,  our  suh- 
jecl  has  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  in 
Bridgewater  Township,  which  is  well  stocked  with 

sheep,  horses  and  cattle,  and  has  upon  it  an  excel- 
lent farm  house,  two  good  barns  and  other  im- 
provements. He  ha-  a  man  who  looks  alter  the 
business  for  him  and  keeps  the  place  in  excellent 
condition. 

In  1869  Mr.  Kirchgessner  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Common  Council,  and  in  1873  he  became 
Village  Treasurer,  which    office    he   held  for  three 

years,  and   was   also    made     Town-hip    Treasurer    in 

1m<si.  lie  is  actively  identified  with  the  German 
Workman's  Aid  Society,  having  been  it-  lii-l 
Treasurer,  its   President    lor    two    terms,  and   now 
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again  its  Treasurer.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  being 
Past  Master  Workman  and  Financier  for  the  past 
1 1- ti  years.  He  represented  thatbody  at  the  Grand 
Lodge  both  in  1880  and  L891.  He  lias  been  a 
delegate  to  the  state  Democratic  Conventions, 
and  was  also  present  at  the  convention  at  Grand 
Rapids  in  September,  1890.  He  is  not  only  saga- 
cious and  enterprising  but  also  far-sighted,  and 
possesses  tin ise  characteristics  which  are  essential 
to  success. 


r 


\  EROME  C.  KNOWLTON.  Dean  of  the 
Law  School  in  the  University  of  Michigan, 
Prof.  Knowlton  has  acquired  a  wide  spread 
\Z_J  fame  as  a  Legal  preceptor,  whose  methods  in 
conducting  study  are  of  the  most  scientific  and 
comprehensive  nature.  It  extends  far  bej'ond  his 
own  State  and  the  institution  in  which  lie  is  a 
prominent  factor  so  that  he  is  a  recognized  author- 
ity in  many  of  the  older  institutions  of  the  East. 
Jerome    C.    Knowlton     was    born     in     Plymouth, 

Wayne  County,  this  State.  December  II.  1850. 
His  parents  were  from  New  York,  hut  sprang  from 
the  virile,  sterling  stuck  of  New  England  as  did  so 
man 3  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  state,  which  to- 
day feels  the  influence  of  the  Puritan  element  that 
fostered  sturdy  Democracy. 

In  L851  Jerome's  father  removed  to  (South  Lyons 
and  there  the  family  lived  for  some  sixteen  years. 
The  period  covered  by  these  years  was  the  un- 
eventful one  of  main  another  farmer  lad.  In 
winter  the  district  school  offered  doubtful  advant- 
ages and  as  lie  grew  iii  strength  and  stature  the 
work  of  the  farm  made  unattractive  his  summers, 
lie  was.  however,  a  naturally  studious  lad  and  in 
his  home  life  a  love  for  a  certain  class  of  book- 
was  fostered.  His  early  fondness  was  for  mathemat- 
ics and  he  gave  evidence  of  a  peculiar  aptitude 
in  this  direction.  When  about  fifteen  years  old 
he    began    to    devote    himself    to  study   with  the 

intention  of  entering  the  State   Normal  School,    lie 


ace plished  his  wish,  matriculating  in   the  spring 

of  1 M <i 7 .  Only  one  term,  however,  was  spent  at 
the  Normal  School  for  he  was  induced  by  a  friend 
to  undertake  preparation  for  collegiate  study. 
With  this  end  in  view  he  entered  the  High  School 
in  the  autumn  of  the  year  of  18(>7.  His  father  at 
that  time  left  South  Lyons  and  moved  his  family 
to  Ann  Arbor. 

The  High  School  course  of  those  year-  was  one 
instinct  with  keen  impressions  and  lasting  impulses. 
The  Superintendent  was  Prof.  Elisha  Jones  and 
those  who  came  in  contact  with  his  frank,  strong, 
generous  nature  and  his  active,  keen  and  scholarly 
mind,  feel  that  his  teaching  was  education  and  he 
was  ably  seconded  by  professors  of  rare  ability  in 
other  departments.  In  the  spring  of  1870  Mr. 
Knowlton  completed  his  preparatory  studies  and 
entered  the  University  in  the  full  classical  course, 
lie  was  obliged  to  leave  college  on  account  of  ill- 
health  at  the  end  of  his  Freshman  year,  re-entering 
in  the  fall  of  1 S72  when  he  threw  in  his  lot  with 
the  Clas>  of  '75.  Then  was  developed  a  love  for 
the  classics  and  history  in  the  latter  of  which  the 
University  excels  all  other  State  institutions. 

During  the  whole  of  our  subject's  collegiate 
course  he  was  identified  with  the  usual  student 
interests,  being  a  strong  fraternity  man.  In  the 
years  of  1874-75  he  was  editor  of  the  Chronicle 
and  in  the  second  half-year  held  the  post  of  manag- 
ing editor.  It  was  a  critical  period  in  college 
journalism,  but  the  coming  lawyer  profited  by  class 
failures  and  it  was  made  not  only  a  literary  success 
but  was  enabled  to  turn  over  a  comfortable  sum 
to  the  surplus  account.  During  his  college  career 
our  subject's  work  in  history  and  the  classical 
languages  was  marked  by  thoroughness  and  pro 
ficiency  and  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  best 
men  in  his  class  and  a  student  of  marked  ability 
and  promise. 

In  September.  1875,  Air.  Knowlton  was  married 
to  Miss  Adelle  M.  Pattengill.  His  more  earnest 
work  in  life  was  begun  with  the  sympathy  and  help 
of  a  devoted  wife  who  appreciated  his  aspirations 
and  has  ever  since  been  his    inspiration    as    well    as 

his  companion  in  success.  A  large  portion  of  the 
years  succeeding  graduation  was  spent  by  our  sub- 
ject in  traveling  through  the  Western  state-.     In 
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October,  1876,  he  entered  the  Law  Department  <  I' 
tin- 1  niversity  and  took  his  degree  in  March,  l*7.s. 
Immediately  upon  graduation  he  entered  the  law 
i  ill  ice  til'  .Mr.  A.  .1.  Sawyer,of  this  city  and  in  January, 
1879,  a  co-partnership  was  formed  under  the  firm 
name  "I  Sawyer  &  Knowlton.  The  business  of  the 
linn  was  almost  exclusively  one  of  litigation  and 
their  clientage  was  large,  demanding  their  eonstanl 
attention.  Thej  were  attorneys  for  tin'  Toledo, 
Ann  Arbor  A-  Northern  Railroad  Company  and 
this  relationship  gave  .Mr.  Knowlton  good  op- 
portunities for  the  study  and   practice   of  railroad 

law  and  lie  followed  the  precept  (if  modem  days 
to  "learn  to  do  by  doing."  Scarcely  an  important 
Suit    was    placed    upon    the    docket    of    Washtenaw 

County  as  long  as  he  remained   in  active  practice 

in  which  lie  did  not  appear  as  one  of  the  attorneys 
of  record  and  the  information  and  grasp  of  legal 
principle  brought  to  our  subject  by  ten  years  of 
actual  forensic  conflict  were  great  aids  in  hi-  study 
of  the  science  of  the  law  and  in  his  work  with 
students.  In  1882  Mr.  Knowlton  received  a  com- 
mission as  Postmaster  from  President  Arthur  which 
he  maintained  for  three  year-  and  then  turned  his 
attention  to  hi-  present   work. 

During  the  early  history  of  the  Law  Department 
the  work  was  conducted  by  lectures  exclusively. 
In  the  autumn  of  1885,  Mr.  Knowlton  was  ap- 
pointed Assistant  Professor  of  Law  and  was  given 
charge  of  the  recitation  work  which  was  in  reality 
a  new  departure  in  this  school,  and  so  admirably 
ha-  he  with  his  co-laborers  succeeded  that  this  de- 
partment i-  to-day  recognized  by  many  as  having 
tin1  most  complete  system  in  the  United  states. 
Much  credit  is  given  to  Prof.  Henry  Made  Rogers, 
luit  Mr.  Knowlton  was  hi-  con-la  nl  and  enthusias- 
tic assistant  in  this  worthy  task  of  raising  the 
standard  of  scholar-hip  and  extending  the  view  of 
young  students  of  law.  In  June  of  1889,  Prof. 
Knowlton  was  appointed  Marshall  Professor  of 
Law  and  in  the  summer  of  1890  Prof.  Rogers  ac- 
cepting a  call  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Northwest- 
ern University.  The  following  October  the  regents 
asked  .Mr.  Knowlton  to  became  acting  Dean  of  the 
law  school  and  the  dutic-  of  that  office  have  been 
fulfilled  since  that  time  with  hi-  customary  tact. 
In  June,  1891  he  was  made  Dean.     Hi-  knowledge 


of    law    and    hi-    peculiar    facility     in    lecturing,   his 

readines-  in  appreciating  the  difficulties  and  liis 
skill  in  assisting  the  beginner  over  a  difficult  -uii- 
jecl .  have  made  him  popular  with  hi-  pupil-.  One 
piece  of  work-  has  specially  extended  the  reputation 
of  Mr.  Knowlton  and  the  University.  In  1888  he 
edited  "Anson  on  Contracts."  carefully  adding 
leading  American  cases  and  arranging  all  for  most 

effective  use  by  students  of  the    law.      The    hook   is 

the  standard    texl    I k    on    the   subject    in   law 

scl Is  and   has  proved  itself  admirably  adapted 

In  its  end.  Personally  Ml'.  KnOwltOn'S  appear- 
ance is  one  to  inspire  confidence  in  hi-  mental 
acumen.     Of  a  nervous  temperament,  sensitive  to 

M  high  degree,  there  i-  yet  a  reserve  power  that  is 
felt  ill  the  line-  ahout  his  firmly  couipre-sed  lips 
and  his  keen  and  brilliant  eye-,  lie  i-  a  man  of 
the  day.  who.  unless  the  tension  is  made  ton  tight 
will  find  a  work  that  will  broaden  a-  the  years 
pa--  by.     Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


jpsaHELDON     CRITTENDEN.     It    is    ever   a 
^^2     grateful  task  to   the  biographer  to  answer 

J)  the  call  to  give  the  life  stiny  of  a  man 
who  ha-  served  his  country  upon  the  field 
of  battle,  and  has  also  done  hi-  duty  as  a  private 
citizen  in  the  ordinary  walks  of  life.  This  double 
career  exhibits  virtues  of  various  scope,  bul  they 
.or  after  all  in  unison. a-  they  an-  based  u] integ- 
rity, conscientiousness  and  devotion  to  duty,  such 
a  life  do  we  lind  ill  llic  gentleman  whose  name  we 
here  give. 

This  former  member  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, who  resides  on  section  6,  was  horn  October 
23,  1837,  in  Ontario  County.  N.  Y.  His  parent-. 
Mortimer  and  Jeanette  Crittenden,  were  natives 
of  New  York,  and  his  mother,  who  is  still  living, 
reside-  with  her  son  Charles  in  Yp-ilanti  Town- 
ship, and  has  now  reached  the  age  of  nearly 
eighty  years.  Our  subjed  was  only  three  years 
old  when  he  came  with  hi-  parents  to  thi-  county, 
and  his  first  Western  home  was  on  section  II.  of 
thi-  township.      His  father,  who   died  in    1865,  was 
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one  of  tlic  very  earliesl  settlers  here,. and  was 
highly  respected  among  his  neighbors.  He  was 
the  father  of  ten  children,  all  bul  one  of  whom 
are  still  in  this  life,  namely:  Medad,  Edward,  Shel- 
don; Nettie.  Mrs.  John  Brown;  Ellen,  Mrs.  W.  II. 
Parker;  Mary,  wife  of  William  Brown;  Deborah, 
wife  of  Charles  Lumrey;  Adelaide,  .Mrs.  Frank 
Slayton,  and  Charles. 

Sheldon  Crittenden  obtained  his  early  school- 
ing in  the  district  .schools  and  grew  up  a  genuine 
pioneer  boy.  In  his  boyhood  Ypsilanti  was  bu1  a 
small  village  and  little  had  been  done  at  the  task 
of  subduing  the  forest  and  reclaiming  it  from  the 
wilderness.  When  he  was  about  twenty-nine  years 
old  the  home  was  struck  by  lightning  and  the 
father  was  killed,  and  after  that  our  subject  found 
it  necessary  to  assume  the  entire  charge  of  the 
farm,  and  as  he  was  one  of  the  older  brothers  he 
assisted  in  maintaining  and  rearing  the  younger 
members  of  the  family. 

At  the  time  when  the  Civil  War  broke  out  the 
young  man's  patriotic  impulses  were  stirred  and 
he  longed  to  enter  the  army,  and  in  July,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  Twenty-fourth  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  became  a  part  of  McClellan's  Army, 
and  subsequently  came  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Grant.  He  fought  in  the  battles  of  Freder- 
icksburg, Chancellorsville  and  the  Wilderness.  He 
was  one  of  thirty-two  picked  men  in  his  brigade 
who  were  mounted  and  sent  to  cut  off  communi- 
cation between  the  rear  of  i.ee's  army  and  the 
base  of  supplies,  and  t<>  destroy  the  Roanoke 
Bridge.  They  rode  for  three  days  and  three  nights 
hut  were  unable  to  accomplish  their  object. 

This  party  was  captured  by  the  enemy  and  sent 
to  the  prison  at  Wilmington  for  three  weeks,  after 
which  they  spent  three  weeks  in  the  jail  at  Charles- 
ton, and  were  subsequent! y  taken  to  Anderson  ville, 
and  there  incarcerated  for  some  three  months. 
undergoing  the  honors  of  that  prison  pen.  They 
were  finally  transferred  to  Florence  Prison,  where 
they  remained  for  several  mouths,  and  were  par- 
oled December  14,  1864.  They  had  been  in  rebel 
prisons  for  nearly  eight  months  and  were  in  a 
most  deplorable  condition  when  they  reached 
home. 

Being  honorably   discharged  July   l.  1865,  this 


brave  hero  returned  to  Washtenaw  County,  and 
was  subsequently  married  to  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Ebeuezer  Eaton,  of  Wayne  County.  Four  chil- 
dren crowned  their  union,  namely:  Mortimer. 
Eaton,  Susan  and  Fannie.  After  marriage  tins 
couple  removed  to  Dickerson  County,  Kan.,  and 
lived  there  for  twelve  years  before  returning  to 
Michigan  and  settling  upon  the  farm  where  they 
now  live,  and  where  they  have  eighty  acres  of 
arable  land  in  excellent  condition  and  finely  im- 
proved. 

The  Republican  party  in  its  platform  and  declar- 
ations voices  the  political  sentiments  of  our  subject . 
and  in  general  matters  he  is  in  favor  of  anything 
which  will  improve  the  condition  of  the  county 
and  elevate  social  life.  He  is  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at  Ypsilanti. 
and  i>  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 


Workmen,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
and  active  members  of  society. 


ire  intelligent 
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FREDERICK  SCHMID  is  the  junior  member 
)   of  the   firm  of   dry -goods  merchants   that 
1  is  extensively  known   as   that   of  Mack    A- 

Schmid  of  Ann  Arbor.  Frederick  Sehmid  was  born 
in  Lodi  Township,  this  county, May  17.  1839.  He 
is  the  third  of  twelve  children,  six  boys  and  six 
girls.  The  parents  were  Frederick  and  Louisa 
(.Mann)  Schmid  win.)  came  to  the  United  States 
when  young.  They  were  married  in  this  city.  Our 
subject  V  mother  came  here  in  1829.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Henry  .1.  Mann,  who  was  the  first 
German  settler  in  Washtenaw  County.  Frederick 
Schmid,  the  immediate  progenitor  of  our  subject, 
was  a  Lutheran  minister  and  coming  fiom  <  rerman  v 
located  in  Washtenaw  County  in  1833,  and  in 
company  with  Mr.  Mann  was  extremely  useful 
in  influencing  the  settlement  of  many  good  Ger- 
man familiesin  Washtenaw  County. 

Our  subject's  father  was  very  active  in  organiz- 
ing the  Lutheran  Church  in  this  county  and  the 
result  of  his  effort  has  been  most  happy.  He  came 
here  from  the  Fatherland    in    the  first   place    as    a 
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missionary  and  well  did  lie  perform  his  charge.  He 
came  from  Basle,  Switzerland  and  was  a  recognized 
factor  of  large  influence  in  the  Lutheran  Church, 
[-lis  death  occurred  August 30,  L883.  His  wife  died 
in  1889.  Frederick  Schmid,  Sr.,  was  a  man  who 
was  very  zealous  in  his  religious  belief  and  al- 
though in  pioneer  days  he  made  his  circuil  to  the 
different  charges  on  foot  through  heavily  timbered 
country  and  through  mud  and  water  he  was 
always  punctual  in  meeting  his  appointments. 

( )!'  twelve  children  born  to  the  parents,  eleven 
are  now  living.  Our  subject,  Frederick,  Jr.,  re- 
mained <m  the  home  farm  until  reaching  his  twelfth 
year.  During  that  time  he  attended  the -district 
school  in  the  vicinity  and  worked  out  on  the 
neighboring  farms,  receiving  $12  per  month  for 
his  services.  He  was  thus  engaged  until  nineteen 
years  of  age  and  then  left  the  farm  and  entered 
the  employ  of  John  VV.  Maynard  in  the  capacity 
of  clerk  and  with  him  he  remained  for  some 
months.  After  that  lie  was  employed  by  Christian 
Mack,  and  at  the  end  of  eighteen  mouths  was 
liken  into  the  firm  as  partner  and  has  since  con 
linued  his  relationship- with  the  business. 

The  linn  of  Mack  &  Schmid  is  among  the  lead- 
ing dry-goods  houses  of  Ann  Arbor.  They  not 
only  ileal  extensively  in  everything  with  which  to 
clothe  the  body  that  appeals  to  the  feminine  taste 
and  instincts  Of  beauty,  also  in  carpets,  hut  deal 
besides  largely  in  wool.  The  original  of  our  sketch 
was  married  in  1862,  to  Mis-  Eliza  Mann,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Emanuel  Mann.  Mis.  Schmid  was  horn  in 
Ihiscitv  and  here  was  reared  and  educated.  To 
our  subject  and  hi-  wife  have  been  horn  three  chil- 
dren, whose     name-   are     Emma     E.,    Oscar    F.    anil 

Edwin  E.     Oscar  is  a  chemist  and  engaged  in   the 

drug  and  chemical   work-  ill  Jackson.  Mich. 

Our  subject    has   been   honored    by   election   to 

\  ;i i-  municipal  offices,     lie  ha-  Keen    Alderman 

forgone  term  and  is    now  President    of    the    Ann 
\ii"H  Piano  &  Organ  Company  and  i-  Via  -Presi- 
dent of  the  Ann  Arbor  Brick  .v  Tile  Company  and 
holds  the  same  position  in  the  Business  Men's  As- 

SOciation.  lie  was  appointed  Trustee  of  the  Kast- 
i  in  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  In-anc  and  is  an 
interested  worker  for  any  humanitarian  or  pro- 
gressive enterprise.     Our  SUbje.Cl   is  the  owner  of  a    , 


valuable  farm  in  this  county.  In  politic- he  affili- 
ates with  the  Democratic  party.  In  their  church 
associations  our  subject  with  the  other  members  of 
his  family  belongs  to  the  Zion  Church,  lie  i-  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Sunday-school  and  also  one  of 
the  Church  Tru-tee-.  His  elegant  residence  is  lo- 
cated on  Fifth  Avenue  and  denotes  refinement  and 
culture  iii  its  owner  anil  occupant. 


HARLES  W.  OKOss.MANN.  Among  the 
leading  business  firms  of  Ann  Arbor,  is  that 
of  Grossmann  &  Schlenker,  dealers  in  hard- 
ware and  house-furnishing  goods,  of  this  firm  our 
subjeel  is  the  senior  member.  They  are  successors 
to  John  Pfisterer  at  No.  7  Liberty  Street.  Our 
subject,  Mr.  Grossmann  is  a  native  of  the  Wolver- 
ine State,  having  been  horn  in  Ann  Arbor.  Janu- 
ary Hi.  I860,  lie  is  a  second  son  of  John  (..  and 
Martha  (Hoffman)  Grossmann,  both  of  whom  are 
natives  of  Wittenberg,  Germany,  and  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  [854,  and  to  Ann  Arbor  in 
[856,  spending  two  years  in  Maytown,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  carpet  weaving.  lie  is  -till  liv- 
ing in  Ann  Arbor,  having  passed  hi-  tbree-SCOri 
years  and  ten.  His  wife  is  also  living,  and  is  in 
her  seventieth  year.  They  arc  the  parents  of  three 
children,  only  one  of  whom,  our  subject,  is  now 
living. 

Mr.  Grossmann  received  a  good  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Ann  Arbor,  including  two  years 
at  the  High  School.  In  his  thirteenth  year  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  tinner  with  Weitbrechl  Bros., 

dealers  in  house  furnishings  and  hardware.  With 
them  he  remained  for  three  year-,  lie  then  learned 
the  tanner's  trade  with  Henry  Kraii-c  with  whom 
he  remained  for  four  year-,  returning  once  more 
to  the  tinner's  trade,  and  following  this  un- 
til he  embarked  in  business  for  himself  in  1885, 
forming  a  partnership  with  Christian  Schlenker  in 
the  hardware  and   house  furnishing    business.      The 

tirm  are  doing  a  line  business,  handling  furnaces 
and  everything  pertaining  to  a  general  hardware 

trade. 
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Mr.  Grossmann  was  married  in  1884  to  Miss  Mary 
Gekle,  of  Monroe,  daughter  of  Jacob  Gekle.  Her 
parents  were  formerly  from  Germany.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Grossmann  had  one  son  aged  five  months; 
now  deceased.  Mi-.  Grossman  i-  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  <>f  odd  Fellows,  and 
has  passed  all  the  Chairs  of  his  lodge,  and  is  now 
Captain  of  Canton  No.  30.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat.  Ik- and  his  wife  arc  both  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  reside  in  a  pleas- 
ant hinne  at  No.  14  West  Second  Street,  respected 
by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance. 


=*fe  3* 


AUo.N  GRANDERSON  DEFOREST.  This 
■/  I  representative  farmer  residing  on  section 
(/  16  25,  Ann  Arbor  Township,  is  a  native  of 
New  York,  being  horn  in  Livingston 
County.  March  7.  L814,  and  having  there  received 
his  early  training  and  education.  His  parents, 
Alonzo  and  Sarah  DeForest,  were  of  Eastern  birth, 
the  father  being  horn  in  Connecticut  and  the 
mother  being  a  daughter  of  John  Milliman.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Isaac 
DeForest,  of  French  descent,  and  his  father  was 
drafted  in  the  War  of  1812,  hut  did  not  serve,  hit  • 
ing  a  substitute  instead,  as  his  wife  was  then  in 
feeble  health. 

It  was  in  1855  that  our  subject  settled  upon  his 
present  farm,  on  section  25,  Ann  Arhor  Township. 
He  had  married  in  New  York  Miss  Mary  Beaman, 
a  daughter  of  .lames  Beaman,  by  whom  he  had  one 
chilil.  Sarah,  now  the  wife  of  C.  B.  Chapin,  of  De- 
troit, where  he  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad.  Mrs.  DeForest  died  June  6, 
1869,  and  her  husband,  upon  the  13th  of  May.  is?  I. 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Mercy  Hicks, 
the  widow  of  Amos  Hicks,  who  was  a  brother 
of  Heinaii  Hicks.  Mis.  DeForest 's  first  mar- 
riage took  place  in  Mil  '1101  she  became  a 
widow  in  1873.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mercy 
A.  VanNess  and  she  was  horn  in  Mendon, 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y..  April  21,  1825.  Her  par- 
ents, Aaron    and    Sarah    (Hiscock)    YauNes>.    were 


natives  of  New  York.  Her  mother  died  when  she 
was  a  girl  of  twelve  and  she  came  Wesl  the  next 
year  with  her  sister  Alvira  to  her  grandparents, 
Isaac  and  Phoebe  (Crandall)  Hiscock.  of  Washte- 
naw County,  who  had  settled  in  Superior  Town- 
ship in   1826. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sarah  Milliman  and  she  reared  to  manhood  four 
sons,  namely:  Benjamin  G.,  who  died  some  seven 
years  ago  ai  the  age  of  eighty-one,  having  spenl 
ten  years  of  his  life  in  Ann  Arhor.  hut  some  live 
years  before  his  death  he  removed  to  Climax. 
Mich.,  where  he  died;  Ezekiel  M.,  deceased;  Sam- 
uel, who  lives  in  Illinois;  and  our  subject.  The 
parents  both  died  in  New  York.  Aaron  was  a  far- 
mer's hoy  and  learned  all  the  thorough,  systematic 
work  which  falls  to  the  lot  of  such  youths;  he  also 
took  the  brick-mason's  trade  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen and  followed  ii  for  some  twenty  years,  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  construction  of  some  large 
buildings.  lie  became  a  manufacturer  also  of  pat- 
ent cultivators  before  coming  West.  Here  he  has 
carried  on  mixed  farming,  devoting  much  atten- 
tion to  grain.  His  first  forty-four  acres  were  al- 
ready in  an  improved  condition  and  he  has 
improved  for  himself  about  forty  acres  more. 
From  1X7U  to  1880  our  subject  was  one  of  the 
Aldermen  of  Ann  Arbor,  hut  as  his  health  has 
failed  to  a  considerable  extent,  he  has  preferred 
the  retirement  of  a  farm. 

On  an  accompanying  page  the  reader  will  find 
a  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  DeForest. 


~<v> 
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t—j  REDERICK  A.GRAVES.  Among  the  prom- 
I— (s\  inent  and  leading  pioneers  and  agricultur- 
1  ists  of  Washtenaw  County  who  arc  selected 

for  representation  in  this  biographical  work,  we 
take  pleasure  in  presenting  the  worthy  subjed  of 
this  sketch.  Mr.  Graves  who  is  a  residenl  on  sec- 
tion 28,  Ypsilanti  Township,  Washtenaw  County, 
is  a  native  of  this  place  and  was  horn  on  (he  farm 
whereon  he  now  resides.  July  21.  1831.  He  is  a 
sou  of  Lyman  and   Olive  (Gorton)  Graves,     The 
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former  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  the  latter 
of  \''»  York  State.  He  is  probably  of  Scotch-Eng- 
lish ancestry,  his  parental  ancestors,  it  is  said, 
having  emigrated  from  Scotland  in  an  early  day 
as  his  maternal  ancestors  'li<l  from  Fnglandi  His 
parental  grandfather,  Selah  Graves,  is  said  to  have 
been  h  Revolutionary  soldier  and  a  captain  in  thai 
memorable  sti  uggle.  For  a  detailed  history  of  our 
subject's  parents  see  sketch  of  A.  R.  Graves  in  an- 
other portion  of  tins  volume. 

Frederick  A.  Graves,  our  subject,  as  a  lad  was 
reared  <>n  the  parental  farm  amidscenes  of  pioneer 
rudeness  ami  severity  of  life.  After  attaining  the 
rudiments  of  an  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  the  vicinity  he  for  a  time  attended  the  Vpsilanti 
Seminary,  lie  assisted  in  drawingthe  first  lumber 
used  in  building  the  first  Normal  school  in  Vpsil- 
anti which  lias  since  Keen  burned.  He  lias  ever 
been  an  extensive  reader  and  is  to  sumo  extent  a 
self-educated  man.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and 
the  proprietor  of  a  saw-mill  and  when  grown  our 
subject  fin-  three  years  was  engaged  as  his  father's 
assistant  in  running  the  mill.  The  balance  of  his 
time  was  spent  on  the  farm. 

August  21.  (851,  the  important  step  of  taking  a 
wife  was  entered  into  by  our  subject.  At  that  time 
he  was  married  to  Martha  . I.  Lowden,  a  sister  of 
the  lion.  . I.  I..  Lowden.  of  whom  a  sketch  appears 
in  another  part  of  this  work.  By  this  union  there 
has  been  a  number  of  children,  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing Survive:   AlpheUS  A.,  .lames  I...  Metta  (  >..  Teresa 

M..  Annie  A.  and  John  M.  Mr.  Graves  is  the 
Owner  of  one  bundled  and  thirty-two  acres  of  land 
which  i<  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  this 
property  he  has  acquired  entirely  by  his  own  efforts, 
lie  i-  a  member  of  the  Pioneer  Society  of  Washte- 
naw, among  whose  archives  the  early  history  of  the 
men  and  women  who  Struggled  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion upon  which  the  social  order  of  the  future 
should  be  lirnih  based,  will  be  most  interesting 
history  to  future  generations.   Mr.  Graves  has  been 

awarded  a  number  of  responsible  positions  within 
the  gifl  of  (he  township.  Me  has  for  some  time 
served  as  Grain  Commissioner  of  Vpsilanti  Town- 
ship and  has  also  been  for  several  years  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  is  in  inan\  way-  thoroughly  identi- 
fied with  the  growth  of  the  township  and  vicinity. 


In  their  church  relations  oursubject  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  body  at  Vpsilanti. 
Devoting  himself  to  general  farming,  he  of  whom 
we  write  takes  especial  pride  iii  the  fine  grade  of 
Merino  sheep  which  he  raise.-  and  also  in  the  beau- 
tiful Durham  and  Jersey  Cattle,  which  are  found 
iii  large  numbers  upon  the  farm.  He  is  a  Republi- 
can in  politics  and  his  confidence  in  his  party  is 
unshaken  by  strife  or  party  dissension.  Mr.  ( .rave- 
is  well  known  for  hi-  hone-u  and  sterling  integrity 
in  business.  Hi-line  farm  is  a  standing  monument 
to  his  industry  and  good  management.  He  enjoys 
toan  unusual  degree  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity . 


SAAC  C.  HANDY.  Among  the  industries  of 
Ann  Arbor  that  of  carriage-making  hold-  a 
prominent  place  and  our  subject,  who  is  a 
carriage  painter  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and 
skill,  finds  abundant  opportunities  for  the  exer- 
cise of  his  trade.  He  was  born  in  Madison  County, 
X.  V..  in  the  town  of  Lenox,  on  the  1  lth  of  April. 
1824.  Hi-  father.  Caleb  Handy,  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts  and  a  millwright,  who  died  some 
two  months  before  the  birth  of  this  son.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Sarah  Kern,  also  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  and  a  daughter  of  George  Kern, 
of  ( Jerman  descent. 

Caleb  Handy,  who  was  also  of  English  stock. 
married  and   began    life    in    New   York   at    Lenox, 

and     there    worked    at     hi-    trade    until     his    death. 

His  widow  subsequently  remarried,  and  she  and 
her  second  husband  removed  to  Indiana,  where 
she  lived  until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  her 
sixty-fifth  year. 

Isaac  C.  Handy  is  the  youngesl  of  two  brothers 
who  were  born  by  the  first  marriage,  and  as.  on 
account  of  his  orphanage,  he  was  thrown  at  a  ten- 
der age  among  strangers,  his  schooling  was  some- 
what limited;  but,  as  we  have  learned  through 
our  studj  of  the  biography  of  men  of  character, 
this  did    not    prevent    him    rising   in    the  world, 
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From  his  twelfth  to  his  sixteenth  year  he  wai 
employed,  :is  was  Garfield,  in  driviDg  horseson  the 
tow-path  of  a  canal,  after  which  he  worked  on  a 
farm.  He  then  learned  house,  sign  and  carriage 
painting  in  Niles,  Mich.,  and  afterward  at  Elkhart, 
hid. 

In  the  spring  of  1863  the  young  man  came  to 
An  i  Arbor  and  took  up  the  work  which  he  lias 
since  pursued  of  carriage  painting-,  doing  this  for 
others  and  also  for  himself,  being  one  of  the  firm 
of  Handy.  Schmidt  &  Mel, can  until  their  business 
was  burned  out.  after  which  the  linn  was  changed 
to  Handy,  Wurster  <Sz  McLean,  who  continued  in 
the  manufacture  of  carriages  and  buggies  for  sev- 
eral years.  .Mr.  Handy  then  devoted  himself  more 
entirely  to  working  lor  himself  in  his  own  shop, 
and  continued  thus  up  to  the  present  time,  build- 
ing up  an  excellent  business  at  his  establishment, 
which  is  located  at  No.  3  Fourth  Avenue. 

Nothing  in  the  history  of  this  valued  citizen  is 
of  more  interest  than  his  marriage,  which  took 
place  December  31,  1849,  when  he  was  united  with 
Miss  Martha  L.  Henning,  of  Ann  Arbor,  daughter 
of  James  Henning.  This  lady  was  born  in  Ire- 
land, but  came  to  the  United  States  when  quite  a 
young  girl,  and  she  by  her  union  with  Mr.  Handy 
became  the  mother  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter; 
George  A.,  who  is  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store; 
Clara  .1..  who  married  William  1>.  Clark,  a  travel- 
ing salesman,  and  Charles.  The  mother  of  these 
children  passed  from  earth  in  1867, and  Mr.  Handy 
married  his  present  companion  in  1W70,  her  maiden 
name  being  Helen  E.  Sumner.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  James  Sumner,  a  farmer  from  the  Empire  State. 
This  marriage  brought  to  our  subject  one  son. 
James   S.,  who  is  now  at  home. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  staved  two 
years  as  an  Alderman  in  the  First  Ward.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Golden  Rule  Lodge.  F.  A-  A.  M., 
where  he  ranks  as  Master  Mason,  and  has  been 
High  Priest  in  Ann  Arbor  Chapter,  No.  6,  R.  A.  M. 
His  political  convictions  have  brought  him  into 
line  with  the  rank  and  tile  of  the  Republican 
party.  The  home  of  this  family  is  located  at  No. 
52  South  Division  Street,  and  it  is  most  pleasantly 
situated  and  surrounded  lr\  other  delightful  homes. 
One  great  affliction  came  to  the    household  in  the 


death  by  drowning  of  the  son.  Charles,  in  April. 
1H7.'5.  The  boat  in  which  he  was  taking  a  pleas- 
ure ride  capsized  in  the  Huron  River  and  this 
bright  young  life  was  lost. 


T~^\  ICIIARD  BILBIE.     Ann    Arbor    Township. 

LU-^  like  many  other  parts  of  Washtenaw 
*  I  County,  has  benefited  by  an  influx  into 
\£)  it  of  a  better  class  of  British  emigrants, 
who  have  helped  to  build  up  the  agricultural  and 
commercial  prosperity  of  this  section  of  the  country. 
Our  subject  was  horn  in  Nottingham, England,  No- 
vember 2,  1829,  and  when  he  came  to  America  he 
was  accompanied  by  one  sister,  of  whom  our  readers 
will  learn  more  in  the  sketch  of  her  husband.  Mr. 
Joseph  Whitlark.  Their  parents,  Walter  and  Lucy 
(llenson)  Bilbie,  were  both  natives  of  Nottingham, 
where  the  father  was  a  lace  manufacturer  and 
owned  a  number  of  expensive  lace  machines.  He 
had  been  prosperous  until  the  extreme  hard  times 
of  the  famine  in  Ireland  and  Europe,  and  was  at 
that  time  erecting  new  buildings  and  investing 
heavily  in  other  directions,  when  the  stringency  of 
the  times  caused  his  failure  in  business,  lie  came 
to  America  in  the  fall  of  1848  and  bought  the 
Anderson  farm  three  miles  north  of  Ann  Arbor, 
and  there  lived  till  toward  the  close  of  his  life. 

The  Bilbie  family  was  originally  from  Norman- 
ton  Hall.  Nottinghamshire,  and  historical  annals 
show  the  family  to  have  been  of  considerable  im- 
portance, some  of  its  members  having  held  shrie- 
valties amd  other  positions  of  similar  rank.  During 
the  year   1849,  the  mother  and  three  of  the  family. 

Richard,  Lucy  B.  and  Caroline,  came  to  this  country 

and    joined    the  father.      Caroline    died    at    the   age 

of  twenty-one,  two  years  after  coming  to  America; 
Richard  was  then  in  his  twentieth  year  and  he  re- 
mained with  his  father  for  seven  and  one-half  years 
before  returning  to  England. 

During  his  visit  to  his  native  land  Richard  Bilbie 
was  married  upon  the  8th  of  February,  1859,  at 
Beasford  Church,  in  a  suburb  of  Nottingham,  his 
bride  being  Miss  Mary  Ann  Henry, a  native  of  that 
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city.  He  remained  in  England  some  three  years 
employed  as  a  clerk  in  :i  wholesale  house,  and 
then  returning  to  Michigan,  bought  the  eighty 
acres  thai  lay  nearesl  to  his  father's  land  which 
was  partly  improved  and  had  upon  it  a  log 
house.  Willi  the  exception  of  two  years  winch  he 
passed  at  Chelsea,  where  he  was  carrying  on  the 
grocery  trade,  this  farm  has  been  his  home  evci 
since  his  return  to  this  county,  li  comprises  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  excellent  land  and  is 
in  a  thorough  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Bilbie  lias 
made  two  visits  tn  England  since  his  marriage,  the 
last  one  being  in  1 879. 

The  children  who  have  been  granted  to  our  sub- 
ject are.  Walter  Samuel,  Edward  Normanton  and 
.lames,  .lames  and  Walter  are  at  home  and  the 
latter  has  charge  of  the  farm.  His  wife  is  Kate 
Amelia  Welling.  Edward  has  a  strong  natural 
musical  talent  and  has  made  great  proficiency  on 
the  violin,  of  which  he  has  been  a  teacher.  For 
three  years  he  was  a  student  of  this  instrument  in 
Berlin,  Germany,  taking  instruction  under  the 
ahlcst  masters,  completing  his  work  under  the 
supervision  of  the  renowned  Prof.  Wirth,  of  the 
celebrated  Joachim  Instrumental  Quartette.  One 
of  his  instructors  was  Emilie  Sauret,  a  professor  of 
the  Royal  Academy.  The  father  of  this  family 
was,  in  his  earlier  days,  a  Democrat, but  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  has  attached  himself  to  the  Republican 
party,  lie  is  a  Unitarian  in  his  religious  belief  and 
his  wife  is  connected  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 
The  family  is  one  which  is  helpful  in  every  way, 
especially  in  raising  the  standard  of  education  and 
life  in   the  township. 
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Eli  EM  I  All  T.  SULLIVAN    is    a    retired    far- 
mer,  living  in    Ann    Arbor,  where  he  has  a 
pleasant  home   and   enjoys   the  advantages 
to  he  derived  from  a  residence  in   a  city  so 
bounteously    gifted    in    various    ways,  as    i-    this. 

Our    subject     was     horn     al     Castle     Island,     in     the 

County    of    Kerry.    Ireland,    November    II.    1822. 

Hi-  lather.  Tlioma-  Sullivan,  was  a  modest    fanner. 


His  mother,  whose  maiden  name   was  Ella   0'<  on- 

nor.  was  a    Dative   of    Ireland    ami    a    daughter    of 

David  O'Connor.  She  was  descended  from  a 
noble  family  and  is  justly  proud  of  her  ancestry. 
After  marriage  she  and  her  husband  settled  on  :i 
farm   and    in  1846  emigrated  to  the  I'nited  States, 

locating  in  the  city  of  l'.o-ton.  where  our  subject's 
father    died.       His    wife    followed   him  to  the  heller 

laud  not  a  great  while  after.  They  are  hoth  in- 
terred   in    tie    ceinclen     near    BostOD.       ISoth    were 

devoted   members  of  the  Catholic  Church.     They 

were    the    parents    "I     nine    children,  six    of    whom 

survive  at  the  presenl  time,  three  being  boys  and 

three  girls. 

Jeremiah  T.  Sullivan  was  the  second  -on  and 
third  child  in  order  of  birth  of  his  parents'  family. 
He  passed  his  schooldays  at  (  astle  Island.  Ireland. 
pursuing  his  studies  until  twenty  year-  of  age, 
remaining  at  home  until  twenty-three  years  ol 
when  he  emigrated  to  the  United  Mates. 

After  the  family  was  settled  in  Boston  our  sub- 
ject engaged  in  diffeient  hinds  of  business,  for  the 
family   was  so   straightened  in  circumstances  thai 

he  was  willing  tO  do  anything  in  order  to  earn  an 
honest  dollar.       After  Saving  - uey  he  drifted 

Wesl  to  Michigan  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Scio  and  here  devoted 
himself  to  farming,  adding  to  the  tract  until  he  has 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres.  Upon  thi-  he 
erected  good  buildings,  engaging  meantime  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  stockraising.  lie  always  kept  upon 
his  place  a   good    Hock   of  sheep  and  a  high  grade 

of  cattle.     He  was  one  of  the  most  successful  wheat 

and  potato  growers  of  his  ueighborhood  and  contin- 
ued to  he  actively  interested  in  his  agricultural  work 
until  1879,  when  hi'  I  uilt  a  line  residence  in  Ann 
Arbor,  to  which  he  moved  his  family.  Here  he 
and  his  have  since  resided,  their  lives  being  ordered 
most  pleasantly.  The  home  is  beautiful  and  intel- 
ligence reigns  thereover,  lie  sometimes  returns 
to  Scio  to  look  after  his  farming  interests,  hut 
spends  most  i if  his  time  in  t he  city. 

In  1854  Mr.  Sullivan  was  married  to  .Mi—  Marx 
Roche,  of  l'.o-ton.  Mass.  Mrs.  Sullivan  i- a  native 
oi  the  same  portion  of  Ireland  as  i-  her  husband. 
she  is  a  daughtei  of  Morris  Roche.  Our  subject 
and  hi-  wife  are  the  parents  of  nine  children,  all 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


337 


<if  whom  lived  to  reach  years  of  maturity  and  eighl 
of  them  survive  at  the  present  time.  They  are 
Thomas  J..  Ella,  Morris  1)..  Mary,  Patrick  J.,  Mat- 
thew J.,  Margaret,  John  and  Ann.  Thomas  is  a 
physician,  who  was  assistant  surgeon  in  the  medi- 
cal department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  for 
seven  years:  he  is  now  practicing  in  Chicago,  111.; 
Ella  is  deceased;  .Morris  is  a  professor  in  the  Cath- 
olic University  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Mary  is  a  clerk  in 
the  postofflce  at  Ann  Arbor;  Paddy  is  a  dentist  at 
Eaton  Rapids, this  State;  and  Matthew  .1.  is  a  shill- 
ing clerk  in  a  store  in  Chicago;  John  is  a  farmer 
in  Missouri;  Margaret  and  Ann  are  still  inmates  of 
the  home. 

Mr.  Sullivan  has  served   for  several   years  as  a 
member    Of    the    School    Hoard;    he    was   elected  to 

the  office  of  Justice  of  Hie  Peace,  which  he  filled, 
and  was  re-elected,  but  refused  to  qualify.  He 
and  his  family  are  members  of  the  St.  Thomas 
( latholic  Church,  and  arc  consistent  and  faithful  in 
living  up  to  their  creed.  Our  subject  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views  hut  in  local  matters  votes 
the  Independent  ticket. 


eORNELIUS  L.  TUOMY.     Many  of  the  besl 
,  known  fanners  and  residentsof  Washtenaw 


County,  have  been  bora  and  reared  within 
its  confines.  This  is  the  case  with  Mr.  Tuomy. 
whose  home  on  section  33,  Ann  Arbor  Township, 
and  who  was  horn  in  the  town  of  Scio  in  1843. 
I  lis  father.  Timothy  Tuomy,  was  horn  in  County 
Kerry,  Ireland,  in  1780,  and  died  in  April,  1864, 
baving  reached  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  lie. 
came  hither  in  1838,  and  in  connection  witli  bis 
brother  John,  who  was  in  the  custom  office  at  New 
York  City,  he  purchased  one  of  the  first  farms  in 
Washtenaw  County,  a  tract  of  land  which  has  be- 
come noted  as  one  of  the  handsomest  properties 
here.  It  is  near  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  its 
situation  is  most  att  ractive. 

The  father  of    our  suhject  added  to    his   Original 
purchase    about    one   hundred    and     twenty    acres. 


His  strength  was  impaired  by  an  accidenl  which  oc- 
curred in  1845,   as  his  horses  ran  awaj    and    threw 

him  out  upon  the  ground,  and  he  was  c pelled  to 

have  his  arm  amputated.  Mrs.  Tuomy  lived  to  the 
same  age  as  her  husband,  and  passed  from  earth 
July  13,  1879.  lie  was  a  prominent  man,  and  offi- 
ciated in  many  places  of  local  trust  and  responsi 
bility.  Their  family  consisted  of  the  following 
children:  William  R.,  Margaret,  John,  Johannah, 
Patrick.  Ellen,  Hannora,  Mar\  and  Cornelius  L. 
Margaret  is  now  Mrs.  Miller,  of  Northfield,  and 
Mary  is  .Mrs.  A.  ( ).  Hilton,  of  St.  Louis,  Mich.,  and 
Ellen  is  Mrs.  James  Osborne,  of  Scio;  John  left 
home  at  the  age  Of  eighteen,  and  went  South  lie- 
fore  the  war  and  has  never  since  been  heard  from; 
Hannora  died  when  a  young  woman;  and  Patrick 
lives  on  the  old  homestead.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  mother  of  these  children  was  Johanna  Roadie 
and  the  year  in  which  she  was  wedded  to  their  fa- 
ther was  in   1«  I ."). 

Our  suhject  was  horn  October  28,  1843,  on  the 
old. homestead  in  Scio.  After  attending  the  High 
School  at  Ann  Arbor,  he  undertook  teaching  and 
carried  it  on  for  four  years  in  the  home  township. 
remaining  under  the  parental  roof  until  [874, 
when  he  came  to  his  present  farm.  He  and  Patrick 
had  purchased  the  old  homestead  in  1862,  and  un- 
til the  summer  of  1891,  they  have  been  partners, 
although  as  we  have  said,  our  subject  removedfrom 
beneath  that  roof  in  1874,  as  he  had  purchased  an 
adjoining  tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
ami  at  the  same  time  he  bought  the  farm  which  he 
now  has.  comprising  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  acres.  Although  this  property  i>  all  contigu- 
ous, the  brothers  are  managing  it  separately,  as 
Patrick  remains  on  the  old  placi  . 

Both  Cornelius  and  Patrick'  Tuomj  ever  loved 
i  good  horse,  and  our  subjed  has  some  fine  animals 
on  his  place,  his  horse  "Barney  Wilkes"  beingcon- 

sidered  of  meat  value.  He  does  not  devote  his 
whole  time,  however  to  stock,  hut  carries  on  gen- 
eral farming.  He  was  married  September  .'i.  1885, 
to  Miss  Julia  Ann  Kearney,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and    Catherine    (Duffy)    Kearney,    of     Northfield 

Township,  where  this  lady  was  horn  upon  the  13th 
of  November,  1855.  Thomas  Kearney  was  horn  in 
County   Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  came  to  this  COUll- 
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try  in  1840.  I  Ic  \\ :i>  married  in  Webster  Town- 
ship, this  county,  and  there  made  his  home.  IIi> 
I'amiU  consisted  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 
The  familj  of  our  subject  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Cornelius  William  Roache,  bora 
September  27.  1886;  Catherine  ( Jenevieve,  Sept<  m- 
ber  13,  1888;  Thomas  Kearney, September  21,  I.'  !>0. 
The  farm  upon  which  this  family  resides  is  aboul 
line  mile  easl  of  the  city,  and  is  one  of  the  mosl 
desirable  and  thoroughly  cultivated  farms  in  the 
vicinity.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  considered 
one  (if  the  mosl  enterprising  farmers  in  the  county 
in  those  days.  His  sun  is  an  intelligent  and  pro- 
gressive farmer,  and  in  his  political  sympathies 
classes  himself  in  the  I  )enn  icratic  party.  Roth  he 
ami  his  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the  Unman 
Catholic  Church,  and  Mrs.  Tuomy  is  a  woman  of 
rare  intelligence,  having  great  social  power  and 
popularity. 
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GEORGE  I).  W1ARD.  .Michigan  has.  fur  a 
number  of  years,  en  joyed  a  wide  spread  rep- 
utation as  being  one  <>t  the  most  prolific 
fruit-growing  States  in  the  central  cluster.  Our 
subject,  George  I).  Wiard  has  taken  advantage  of 
this  fact  to  inaugurate  an  industry  that  has  been  a 
great  success.  His  tine  farm,  located  on  section  12, 
Y|isilauti  Township,  width  is  in  the  northeastern 
portion  of     the    COUntj     and     well     watered  by  the 

charming  stream.  Willow  Branch,  is  the  place  where- 
on is  conducted  a  large  establishment  for  making 
cider  vinegar,  refined  cider,  and  for  evaporating 
fruit.  The  products  turned  out  from  this  factory 
are  already  celebrated  by  their  excellence  and  pre- 
ference by  epicures  in  table  delicacies. 

Combined  with  bis  manufacturing  above  referred 
to.  the  original  of  our  sketch  is  an  extensive  farmer 
and  stock-raiser.  He  is  a  native  of  Washtenaw 
County  and  one  of  its  must  progressive  citizens- 
He  was  born  Niiveuilier  17.  1837,  and  is  a  son  of 
Lyman  and  Hannah  (field)  Wiard.  His  father 
was  a   native  of    Connecticut,    hut     was    reared    and 


educated    ill    New      York     Stale,    of    which     Slate   his 

mother  was  also  a  native.  !n  the  tall  of  1833  Lis 
parents  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  settled  a1  once 
Ypsilanti   Township,   this   county,   on  section  II. 

where    t In- \    were    among    the    earliesl     pi lere. 

Their  lirst  home  was  a  log  cabin  in  the  woods. 
They  had  three  children — Charles  G.,  Helen,  who 
is  now  the   wife  ..f  Seth   Arnold,  and   George  D. 

That  our  subject's  father  was  gifted  with  much 
dynamic  power  is  proved  by  the  state  to  which 
he  reduced  hiswild   farm  and    the    inheritance  that 

he  left  his  children  :  not  great  in  a  monetary  respeel 
hut  in  ingenuity,  intelligence  and  organizing  ability 
liiey  are  second  to  none.  Our  subject's  father  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  stale  Normal  to  have  it 
located  at  Ypsilanti  and  was  a  liberal  giver  to 
churches. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  has  been  largely  associated 
in  the  whole  course  of  his  career  with  the  country 
in  which  he  lives.  His  father  at  an  early  da\  was 
engaged  in  the  burning  of  lime,  which  was  used  in 
the  erection  of  buildings  in  Ypsilanti  and  vicinity. 
Frequently  our  subject  has  remained  ill  the  lime- 
kiln until  long  after  nightfall,  engaged  in  making 
stories  for  himself  whose  characters  took  form  in 
the  circling  smoke  and  mist.  The  hoy  wa-  educated 
in  the  old  Union  school  at  Ypsilanti,  to  which  in- 
stitution his  father  had  been  one  of  the  first  con- 
tributors, it  being  greatlj  to  his  interesl  to  have 
educational  advantages  as  pronounced  as  possible 
at  that  point.  Receiving  fair  educational  advant- 
ages the  practical  experiences  of  life  have  enriched 
his  intelligence  more  than  anything  derived  fr 

text-! ks.       For   about    thirty     years    he  has    been 

engaged  in  manufacturing  refined  cider  and  cider 
vinegar,  where  he  employs  a  large  force  of  men. 
lie  is  also  an  extensive  milk  shipper,  sending  the 
child'  portion  of  this  product  lo  Detroit. 

Mr.  Wiard 's  manufacturing  plant  located  on  his 
farm  cost  aboul  $10,000.  lie  own-  besides  an  ex- 
tensive farm  which  he  operates  in  connection  with 
his  plant.  Our  subject  was  married  September  19, 
I860,  to  Miss  Ann  Eliza  Wilkinson,  a  daughtei 
of  .lames  Wilkinson  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  Bj 
this  marriage  thercare  ten  children.  Those  living 
areas  follows:  G.  Willard.  Frank  II..  Everette  W., 
tValter .!.,   Robert,  Grace  and  Helen.     Politically 
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hi'  of  whom  we  write  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  Although  he  lias  frequently  been  solicited 
to  become  a  candidate  for  special  otficesof  trust  in 
his  township  he  lias  no  ambition  to  act  in  this  cap- 
acity; leaving  that  to  others  who  by  inclination 
and  natural  gifts  are  filled  for  it.  His  son,  Frank 
11.  W'iard,  is  the  present  Treasurer  of  Ypsilanti 
Township. 

In  favor  of  every  progressive  movement,  oui 
subject  has  always  been  zealous  in  his  support  of 
measures  that  promise  to  be  of  advantage  to  the 
loeality  of  which  he  is  a  resident.  In  their  church 
relations  both  lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  denomination.  Socially  he  and  the 
members  of  Ins  family  are  leaders  in  this  locality, 
lie  is  also  greatly  interested  in  school  matters.  In 
addition  to  the  interests  above  mentioned  .Mr. 
Wiard  has  for  several  years  engaged  in  mining  for 
oxide  of  iron.  This  he  prepares  on  his  farm  which 
produces  large  quantities  of  the  same.  For  several 
years  he  has  also  engaged  in  evaporating  and  dry- 
ing apples.  His  trade  is  not  confined  to  his  own 
locality  or  State,  his  product  finding  a  ready  niai  - 
ket  throughout  the  Union  and  his  business  is  rap- 
idly extending.  His  plant  is  well  equipped  with 
modern  machinery  and  requires  the  attention  of  a 
large  number  of  workmen. 


[AMES  W.  BOWEN,  the  popular  city  engi- 
neer who  is  in  charge  of  the  water 
works  in  Ypsilanti.  was  born  in  Chautauqua 
County,  N.  V..  November  12,  1849,  and 
was  there  reared  to  the  age  of  twelve  years.  His 
father.  .1.  C.  Bowen,  of  English  descent,  was  horn 
in  Eastern  New  York  and  lie  also  was  an  engineer. 
In  his  early  days  he  ran  locomotives  in  New  York 
and  later  was  engineer  in  the  oil  regions  and  is 
still  in   Warren  Counts.  Pa. 

The  mother  of  our  subject.  Charlotte  Barber, 
was  born  in  Eastern  New  York  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  farmer  who  came  to  Michigan  and  located 
in  Superior  Township,  where  he  found  employ- 
menl  as  a   mechanic  and     finally     died    aboul    1870. 


His  daughter  resides  with  her  son,  our  subject.  Of 
her  three  children,  James  W.  was  next  to  the  eldest, 
and  he  came  West  with  her  in  I860  and  when  sixteen 
went  Fast  for  a  season  to  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  worked  as  fireman  on  the  Lake  shore  &  Michi- 
gan Southern  Road  and  then  found  employment 
on  the  farm,  lie  had  gone  to  school  winters  up 
to   the  time  he  was    twelve    years    old    and   had 

been  under  the  care  of  an  uncle  during his  earlier 
years. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  Fast  young  Bowen 
found  employment  in  running  steam  engines  in 
the  vicinity  of  Ypsilanti  for  several  yearsand  then 
acted  as  locomotive  engineer  between  Frvine  and 
Oil  City,  to  which     people    were     running  ill  ureal 

masse-.  In  1870  he  took  charge  of  a  stationary 
engine  at  Tidiout,  Pa.,  and  continued  there  as  en- 
gineer for  some  time,  lie  then  returned  to  Ypsi- 
lanti where  at  first  he  tried  farming  and  then  was 
engaged  by  the  Beach  Carriage  Company  and 
afterward  worked  in  Cornwall's  paper  mill.  Four 
years  later  he  returned  to  the  oil  regions  and 
engaged  in  pumping  oil  at  Titusville,  lor  one 
year. 

Mr.  Bowen  now  again  came  to  Ypsilanti  where 
In-  engaged  for  a  year  at  the  Sanitarium,  and  later 
he  ran  a  machine  shop  for  the  Gladstone  and  Saulte 
St.  Marie  Company.  In  1889  he  was  employed  by 
the  city  as  engineer,  first  in  drilling  a  well  at  the 
Michigan  Southern  depot  and  later  in  the  prepar- 
ation of  the  water  works,  and  in  April.  1890,  re- 
ceived the  appoint  incut  as  City  Engineer  which  he 
has  held  since,  having  the  entire  supervision  of 
the   works. 

The  water  works  of  Ypsilanti  are  carried  on  ac- 
cording to  the  stand-pipe  system,  having  two  hun- 
dred-horse water  power  and  havinga  three  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  horse-power  steam  engine,  and  one 
steam  pump.  The  stand-pipe  is  eighty-five  feet 
high  and  forty  feet  in  diameter.  The  capacity  of 
the  pump  is  one  and  one-half  million  gallons  a 
day  and  the  second  pump  has  a  capacity  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  gallons  a  day.  Mr. 
Bowen  was  married  in  Ypsilanti  in  1883  to  Miss 
Adilie    White,  who    was    born    near    Meadville.   I'a. 

lie  was  a  member  of  the  independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  also  of  the  Knights  of  the   Maccabees, 
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but  from  both  he  is  now  demitted.     fn  his  political   ■    took  up >,  hundred  and  eightj    acres    where  oui 


affiliations  he  is  quite  independent  and  endeavors'to 
i  ias1  his  ballot  for  the  man  who  will  be  mosl  useful 
to  the  community    withoul    regard    to  his  political 

ties. 


H%@  '  • ■ 


*■«  i  '  ■ 


.     ^  OLOMOjS   F.  SEARS.     It    is    with    sincere 

_  ^\  '  i  :il  l  lii  ;ll  n  Hi    I  li:il     I  lie     I :i  |.|n   I       i I 

v^UJ'   ""'  lifeBtory  of  any  one  <>i   our  brave  | > i •  >- 
neers    who  have   changed   the   wilderness 
into    the    beautiful    and    prosperous   State    which 
Michigan  is  to-day.     One  who  did  n<  >i    know    the 
history  of   the  pasl  can  scarcely    believe  when    he 
looks  upon  the  splendid  farm  of  Mr.  Sears  thai    it 
wasevera  trackless  wilderness,  much  less  thai  thai 
u:i-  its  condition  less  than  :i  half  century  :i^i>.  This 
farm  lies  mostly  in  Ann   Arbor  Township,  bul    as 
the  road  takes  n    turn    from   the  section    line    the 
Imiiih-    i-    situated  in     Northfleld    Township   and 
therefore  the  citizenship  of  our  subject   lies  there. 
Ih  of  whom  we  write  no  doubl  inherited    m:ri\ 
of  his  nobler  qualities  from  his  sturdy,   energetic 
ancestors  and  lii^  .■iliiiiu   as   .-i   pioneer    was   essen- 
tially thai  which  marked  the  career  of  his  progeni- 
tors,    lli-  father,    Peter  Sears,  who  was  born    in 
Massachusetts,  Augusl   24,  I7«7  was  h    descendant 
of    Richard    Sears,   one   of    the    Pilgrim     fathers, 
wIki     came     to    America     in     thai    famous    yeai 
1620.     Peter  Sears  was  married  March    15,  1808  to 
Lucy     Fuller,    who    was    born    in    Massachusetts, 
February  22,   ITs'.i.     Thej    were  both   unlives   of 
the  same  town   and   their  childish    friendship    was 
cemented  into  a  life  long  union  of   barmonj    and 
usefulness.     The  descenl  of  our  subjeel    from   his 
Pilgrim  forefather  is  as  follows  through  successive 
generations.     Richard  who  was  born  in  1590  came 
in  l'l\  mouth  in  l « ; if c »  and  died  in    1676  was  the  fa- 
ther nt    si  I .- 1 -. .    the    father    of  Joseph,    whose    ><ni 
Zachariah  \\:i-  the  father  of   Rowland,  who  in  (urn 
was  the  father  "!    Peter  and  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject. 

Our  subjeel  is  one  of  m  large  family  of  eight 
sons  and  two  daughters  born  to  lii-  parents  and  it 
mi- in   1826  when  hi-  father  came  t"  Michigan  and 


subjeel  huh  lives.     In  .1 •  of  the  following  year 

when   Soh n   was  eleven  years   old    the   family 

came  on  and  made  their  new  home  where  the  fa- 
ther had  marked  oui  the  way.  The  firsl  home,  .-i 
log  cabin,  was  erected  in  Webster  Township,  and 
Peter  afterward  built  another  home  on  the  presenl 
trad  and  resided  here  until  his  death.  The  parents 
passed  from  earth  within  less  than  a  decade  of  each 

other,  the  father  dying  Ji ary  18,  1867  and    the 

mot  her  Ji :n\  23,  1 875. 

The  children  of  this  pioneer  family  were  Thank- 
ful, .Mrs.  Orvill  Barnes;  Peter  Jr.,  of  Eaton  <  ounty; 

Mary  Ann.  Mrs.  Abram    Moe,  deceased;   Solo 

F.;  Samuel  I'..  Russell,  George, Lewis C,  and  Will- 
iam Franklin,  are  deceased;  John  resides  at  Lead- 
\iile.  Col.  The  smi  Russell  died  while  serving  his 
country  during  the  Civil  War  and  passed  from  life 
February    18,  186  I.  al  Louisville,  Ky. 

Peter  Sears  had  three  brothers  who  came  to 
Michigan  after  he  did,  namely:  Dr.  Thomas,  Dr. 
Aimer  .'hhI  Zachariah,  and  all  have  now  passed  from 
earth's  activities.  The  f ami  which  Petei  Sears  se- 
cured before  his  death  was  one  <>r  three  hundred 
:iinl  ten  acres  and  had  become  exceedingly  produc- 
tive and  most  highly  cultivated.     He  had  n   c 

mission    from    the  Governor  of  Massachusetts   m> 
Lieutenant  of  the  State  Militia  in    thai    (  ommon- 
wealth.     Both  he  and  liis  fail  hi  u  I  wife  were  worthy 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church    <>t'    Web 
ster  Township. 

Solomon  Sears  was  born  in  Franklin  County, 
Mass.,  June  22,  1816  and  on  December  24,  1845 
lie  ».•!>  united  in  marriage  »itli  Olive  l>.  Fisher,  al 
Tecumseh,  who  wasboni  in  Massachusetts  in  Octo- 
ber, 1820  and  who  died  April  3,  1874.  Four  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them  Lucy  E.,now  the  widow 
of  Dr.  E.  McFarland;  Isadore  died  in  infancy; 
Dwighl  Brainard  is  uov  in  charge  of  the  farm  and 
llenr\  L.  died  in  1887.  The  second  marriage  "t 
inn  subjeel  was  in  August.  lsiT.'i  and  he  was  then 
joined  »iili  Phoebe  I..  (Robinson)  Mull  who  was 
born  January   21*.  1832  in  Niagara  County,  X.  Y. 

Our  subjeel  has  ever  resided  upon  this  farm, 
which  consists  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-threi 
acres,  <>f  his  father's  old  homestead  all  under  good 
improve   bul  heal  one  time  engaged   for  some  sis 
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or  eight  years  in  the  mercantile  business.  He  [s 
making  a  specialty  of  line  sheep  and  breeds  Shrop- 
shires,  taking  premiums  upon  them  at  the  countj' 
and  State  Fairs.  Politically,  Mr.  Sears  was  origin- 
ally a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican,  casting  his 
first  Presidential  ballot  for  William  Henry  Harri- 
son, and  last  for  his  grandson,  Benjamin  Harrison. 
He  is  prominently  identified  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  which  he  has  been  both  Trustee 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  fur  a. 
series  of  vears.  lie  has  an  excellent  library  of 
standard  works  and  in  his  hospitable  home  he 
keeps  up  the  reputation  which  was  his  father's  so 
main  years,  of  keeping  open  house  not  only  for 
his  friends,  but  I'm- all  who  need  the  comfort  of  a 
warm  fireside  and  a  friendly  grasp  of  the  hand. 


.; 


DWAlil)  TREADWELL,  a  capitalist  of  no 
small  reputation  in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor, 
was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  X.  Y..  in  the 
town  of  Ledyard,  December  19,  1823.  He  is  a  son 
of  Benjamin  Treadwell,  a  native  of  New  York. 
and  born  on  Long  Island,  August  1*.  1785.  He 
early  learned  the  tanner's  trade,  but  later  became 
a  farmer.  Benjamin  Treadwell  was  the  son  of 
Edward  Treadwell.  who  was  of  Scotch  ancestry, 
the  first  representative  of  the  family  haying  come 
herein  1620.  Our  subject's  mother  wa-  before 
her  marriage  a  Miss  Mary  Ileliker.  also  a  native 
of  New  York,  anda  daughterof  John  Ileliker.  who 
was  of  Dutch  descent  and  a  native  of  Dutchess 
County.  N.  Y.  From  there  Mr.  Ileliker  moved  to 
Cayuga  County,  where  they  located  upon  a  farm 
which  was  his  home  until  hi.-  death,  which  oc- 
curred January  in.  1867,  the  mother  passing  awaj 
August  2d.  lKfiT.  in  her  seventy-seventh  year. 

Into  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  nine 
children,  four  hoys  and  five  girls,  of  whom  four 
are  still  living, three  brothers  and  one  sister.  Ed- 
ward Treadwell  was  the  fifth  in  the  family,  lie 
passed  hi-  school  days  in  attendance  at  the  coun- 
try schools  at  Coonley's  Corners,  giving  his  atten- 
tion to  his  hook-  through  the   winters    and  spc  tid- 


ing his  summers  in  farm  work.   He  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  reaching  his  majority. 

In  1847  Edward  Treadwell  came  to  Washtenaw 
County  and  located  on  a  farm  about  two  miles 
distant  from  Ann  Arbor.  His  first  purchase  com- 
prised eighty  acres  of  land,  for  which  he  paid  $13 
per  acre.  Three  years  later  he  sold  this  and  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acre-  in  the  same 
town-hip  and  lived  three  years  there,  later  buying 
two  hundied  acres  in  Ann  Arbor  Township.  He 
continued  to  engage  in  general  farming  at  the 
latter  place  for  twelve  years,  putting  good  im- 
provements upon  hi- e-tate  and  erecting  excellent 
barns  and  outbuildings.  At  the  end  of  the  period 
above  mentioned  he  removed  to  Ann  Arbor  and 
engaged  in  the  -ale  of  agricultural  implements  for 
four  years.  He  was  very  successful  in  this  branch 
of  business,  but  "determined  to  return  td'agricul- 
tural  pursuits.  Accordingly,  he  purchased  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acre-  in  Scio  Town-hip.  and 
made  that  his  home  for  four  years,  thence  moving 
back  to  Ann  Arhor.  where  he  purchased  his  pres- 
ent residence  on  East  Huron  street. 

since  coming  to  Ann  Arhor  Mr.  Treadwell  has 
devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  looking  after 
his  general  business,  which  extend-  out  in  various 
directions.  He  was  interested  in  the  furniture 
business  for  two  years,  and  then  -old  out  and  re- 
tired from  active  pursuit  of  commercial  life.  Our 
subject    was   married    February    1.'!.   1845,  to   Miss 

Adah    Zillah  W len,   of  Cayuga   County,   N.  Y.. 

and  a  daughter  of  Philip  Wooden.  In  past  years 
Mr.  Treadwell  served  as  Supervisor  of  Ann  Arbor 
Township.  In  his  political  faith  he  has  been  a 
strict  Republican. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Treadwell  has 
been  a  Trustee  for  some  time.  His  parents  were 
of  the  Quaker  faith,  and  he  himself  was  broughl 
up  in  that  pacific  belief.  Mr.  Treadwell  i-  a  stock- 
holder and  director  in  the  First  National  Hank, 
lie  has  the  entile  confidence  of  the  citizen-  of  thi- 
place.  which  has  been  displayed  in  various  way-. 
Ih'  has  been  appointed  administrator  of  several 
valuable  estates,  among  them  the  Hiram  Arnold 
estate,  valued  at  $75,000.  He  commenced  his 
career  on  very  limited    mean-,  working  Out  bv  the 
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month,  but  by  energy  and  good  management  be 
has  accumulated  a  very  handsome  property,  which 
includes  valuable  city  property,  comprising  dwell- 
ings, besides  the  farm  thai  he  owns  in  this  town- 
ship. His  residence  al  No.  19  East  Huron  Street 
is  conspicuous  for  the  air  of  quiet  elegance  thai 
reigns  therein. 

In  connection  with  thi>  biographical  sketch  the 
reader  will  notice-  :i  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr. 
Tread  well. 


•*€(• 
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ORANE  E.  C.  THORN.  Prominent  in 
social,  religious  and  agricultural  circles  is 
the  venerable  pioneer  of  Washtenaw  (  omit y 
whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  thi>  paragraph. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Seneca  County.  N.  Y..  May 
22,  1820,  and  his  parent.-,  .lame-  and  Anna  (Cham- 
berlin)  Thorn,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York  respectively,  the  paternal  ancestry  being 
from  Wales.  In  his  native  home  this  boy  remained 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen,  studying  in  the 
distriet  schools  and  undertaking  the  usual  tasks  of 
a  fanner's  boy.  The  family  then  crossed  the  lake 
to  Detroit  and  continued  their  journey  in  a  wagon 
to  .Monroe  County,  Mich.,  where  they  located  for 
Mime  time.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  the  young 
man  began  t.o  learn  the  trade  of  a  millwright  and 
after  serving  an  apprenticeship  for  four  years  he 
followed  the  trade  as  a  workman  and  contractor. 
The  last  three  years  of  bis  apprenticeship  were 
spent  in  Washtenaw  County,  and  he  made  his  head- 
quarters at  Ypsilanti.  After  seventeen  years'  work 
at  his  trade  he  tinned  his  attention  to  agriculture 
and  established  himself  upon  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives,  still,  however,  carrying  on  his  trade  in 
connection  with  farming. 

The  fine  residence  which  now  marks  the  home  of 
Mr.  Thorn  has  supplanted  the  Log  cabin  which  he 
found  upon  the  farm,  and  where  his  family  was 
first  housed,  and  he  has  also  creeled  most  cx- 
cellent  barns  and  every  appurtenance  which  i>  nec- 
essary upon  the  farm,  lie  now  owns  one  hundred 
and  forty-five  acres  of  land  and  the  homestead  it- 


self comprises  sixty-five  acres.     He  devotes  much 

attention  to  the  raising  of  a  g I  grade  ot   Merino 

sheep.  His  excellent  store  of  information  has  been 
largely  gained  by  an  independent  course  of  read- 
ing as  his  school  ad\  antages  were  not  extensive. 

The  happy  wedding  day  of  Mr.  Thorn  was  Feb- 
ruary 17.  1842,  and  his  bride  was  Marj  Chamber- 
lin,  whose  birth  took  place  in  Livingston  ( lonnty, 
N.  V..  ( (etcher  29,  1823.  Her  father,  Wells  Cham- 
lin.  of  Welsh  descent,  was  a  na1  ive  of  Massachusetts, 
and  her  mother.  Miranda  Marvin,  was  horn  in 
Otsego  County.  N.  Y.  The  father  was  the  great- 
grandson  of  .Martin  Cleveland,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier. 

A  happy  circle  of  nine  children  gathered  around 
the  hearthstone  of  our  subject  and  his  excellent 
wife  and  three  of  the  number  have  now  passed  on 
to  the  better  world,  while  those  that  remain  have 
grown  up  to  take  their  positions  of  responsibility 
in  the  work  of  the  world,  .lame-  is  i-n  Minnesota, 
William  in  Ypsilanti,  while  Mary,  who  i-  the  wife 
of  William  Collar,  lives  in  Ypsilanti  Township. 
Edgar  makes  his  home  in  Ypsilanti  and  Walter  D. 
is  a  telegraph  operator  iii  Muskegon.  The  son. 
Mai  tin  ( '..  was  a  soldier  for  three  year-  in  the  Civil 
War  and  served  in  many  battles,  but  sun  ived 
them  all  and  died  in  February,  1890.  (  hark-  M. 
and    Frederick  A.  arc  also  deceased. 

The  intelligent  interesl  which  Mr.  Thorn  takes 
in  educational  matter-  has  led  his  neighbors  to 
place  him  upon  the  School  Board,  and  bothheand 
his  devoted  wile,  who  has  been  his  helpmate  for 
nearly  half  a  century,  are  greatly  depended  on  to 
advance  all  movements  for  the  social  well-being  of 
the  community.  Mrs.  Thorn  was,  when  seven 
years  old.au  emigrant   to   Michigan,  coming  with 

her     parent-    who    were    pioneer-    of    what     i>    now 

known  as  Pittsfield  Township.  Her  parents  reared 
three  daughters  to  womanhood  and  two  of  them 
are  -till  living,  Mrs.  Thorn'-  sister  being  Miranda. 
wife  of  Horace  II.  Warren.  It  was  in  the  old  ter- 
ritorial days  of  1831  thai  this  family  came  to  Pitts- 
field  Town-hip.  and  the\   both  lived  until  since  the 

day-  of  tin'  Civil   Wai . 

Mr.  Thorn'-  political  view-  have  brought  him 
into  active  co-operation  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  and  Mrs.  Thorn  are  devoted  members  of  the 
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Episcopal  Church  at  Ypsilanti,  in  which  he  occupies 
the  office  of  Warden.  These  representative  pion- 
eers whose  useful  lives  and  kindly  offices  of  ueigh- 
borliness  have  endeared  them  to  their  fellow-citi- 
zens, arc  now  comfortably  situated  to  pass  their 
declining  days  in  peace  and  may  well  enjov  the 
fruits  of  a  life  well  spent. 


^I>*<! 
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ORMAN    11.  COVERT. 


This    well-known 


J  citizen  of  Ann  Arbor,  who  has  been  prom- 
.  Lnently  identified  with  numerous  organiza- 
ions  here,  was  horn  at  Union  Springs,  Cayuga 
County.  N.  Y.,  January  lti.  L819.  His  father.  An- 
thony ( 'overt,  was  a  son  of  Isaac  Covert,  whose 
life  was  spent  at  Long  Branch,  New  Jersey,  where 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  he  died  while  absent 
from  home,  and  his  dead  body  was  found  in  the 
\\  <  n  ids. 

The  name  of  the  family  was  formerly  Van  Cou- 
ver,  and  the  members  of  it  who  are  found  in  this 
country  are  descended  from  three  brothers  who 
came  from  Holland  and  secured  a  patent  from 
King  .lames  to  certain  lands  near  Monmouth.  X.  J. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  drafted  in  the  War 
of  1K12.  but  experienced  no  service.  His  wife 
was  Samantha  Powers,  and  they  were  married 
April  18,  1814.  She  was  a  native  of  Dutchess 
County,  where  her  father  Jacob  Powers  --as  also 
born,  in  1796.  His  wife,  Roby  Tabor,  the  grand- 
mother of  our  subject,  died  upon  the  anniversary 
of  their  wedding  day,  about  sixty-two  years  after 
the  celebration  of  their  marriage.  A  memorial  at 
her  death  speaks  of  her  as  a  woman  of  rare  Chris- 
tian fortitude.  Her  husband  survived  for  about 
six  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  third  in  a  fam- 
ily of  twelve  children,  all  but  one  of  whom  greT\ 
to  maturity,  and  of  these  eight  are  now  living. 
Jacob  P.,  one  of  the  older  brothers,  who  dice] 
April  9,  1890,  was  a  resident  of  Ann  Arbor  for 
forty  years.  Our  subject  was  apprenticed  when 
fourteen  years  old  in  the  mercantile  business,  and 
served  under  a  Quaker  master.     He  taught  for  one 


winter  when  he  was  sixteen, and  took  up-the  study 
of  medicine  with  Dr.  King,  at  Ledyard,  for  two 
winters,  and  with  Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Auburn.  He 
was  granted  a  license  to  practice  by  the  Stale 
Board  when  only  nineteen  years  of  age,  but  he 
never  practiced.  He  also  took  lectures  from  Dr. 
Bowles,  a  galvanic  specialist.  lie  ever  felt  a 
great  reluctance  to  be  brought  into  the  presence  of 
human  suffering,  and  decided  to  drop  the    profes- 

si< f  medicine.     In    the    winter    of    1839-40 

he  undertook  trading  through  the  South  and 
West,  and  taught  for  two  winters  subsequent  to 
that. 

Upon  the  12th  of  November,  1846,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Ann  L.  Baldwin,  daughter  of  Erastus  Bald- 
win. To  them  were  born  two  sons  and  one 
daughter,  the  latter  dying  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years.  Alphonse,  as  "Fred  Felton,"  is  the  man- 
ager of  the  Ida  VanCortland  opera  troupe,  and 
Adolph  is  a  naturalist  and  taxidermist.  This  son 
has  taught  Natural  History  at  Albion  College,  and 
as  a  naturalist  he  has  made  quite  an  extensive 
reputation.  1  lis  writings  upon  his  special  themes 
are  sought  for,  and  in  the  work  "Nests  and  Eggs 
of  American  Birds"  the  Michigan  notes  are  his. 
He  is  a  contributor  to  the  Field,  Forest  mid 
Stream,  Selena  News,  American  Naturalist,  Tin' 
Oologist,  Naturalist  and  Fancier  and  Science  Gossip. 
lie  has  been  honored  by  an  admission  as  a  corres- 
ponding member  to  the  National  Ornithological 
Society  of  Cambridge,  Mass..  and  to  the  Linnean 
Society  of   New  York  City. 

The  father  has  been  for  twenty-seven  years  iden- 
tified with  the  older  of  Odd  Fellows.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Covert  married,  upon 
the  24th  of  May.  1881,  Lucy  A.  (Robertson)  Olds, 
the  widow  of  Oliver  L.  Olds,  of  this  city.  She 
was  born  in  Windham  County.  Vt..  May  24.  1824. 
Her  father  was  Archibald  Robertson,  whose  father 
was  born  in  Scotland.  Her  first  marriage  was  with 
Caleb  Thompson  Holmes,  when  she  was  twenty- 
three  years  old.  and  after  Ave  years  of  wedded 
life  he  was  lost  at  sea  on  his  way  home  from  Cali- 
fornia. She  was  subsequently  married,  to  Mr. 
Olds,  with  whom  she  lived  for  twenty-one  years. 
She  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  order  of  the 
Daughters    of   Rebecca,  and    i^    serving    a-    N.  C. 
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being  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  lodge  here.  Mr. 
Covert  is  a  member  of  the  i  rrand  Lodge  and  <  irand 
Encampment. 

The  political  views  of  Norman  II.  Cover!  made 
him  an  active  Democrat  in  bis  early  years,  bul  he 
cast  his  firsl  vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison  as  a 
Whig  .-mil  continued  in  this  line  until  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he 
voted  until  1871,  when  be  became  a  Greenbacker, 
and  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  that  party  during 
its  active  days,  but  has  now  returned  to  the  Re- 
publican  party.  He  believes  in  exercising  1 1  i> 
own  judgment  in  regard  to  political  matters,  and 
does  not  depend  for  bis  political  opinio  as  on  party 
leaders.  lie  is  an  admirer  of  Robert  ti.  [ngersoll, 
and  follows  him  in  his  views  on  religious  matters. 
Franklin  Olds,  the  foster  son  of  Mrs.  Covert  by  her 
previous  marriage,  is  like  a  son  to  Mr.  Covert,and 
their  mutual  devotion  and  warm-hearted  co-opera- 
tion help  in  making  a  happy  home. 

The  line  marking  oul  the  city  limits  runs 
directly  through  the  house  of  Mr.  Covert,  where 
he  has  lived  for  forty-sis  years.  He  keeps  a  herd 
of  thorough  bred  Jerseys,  to  which  he  pays 
especial  attention.  Mrs.  Covert  is  a  woman  of  re- 
markable   character    and    of    notable    reputation. 

She  believes  in  assisting  the  weak  and  oppressed. 
and  it  is  an  incident  worth  mentioning  that  she 
and  her  husband  have  taken  much  interesl  in  two 
bright  neighbor  boys,  Charles  and  William  Heimer- 
dinger,  aged  eight  and  nine  respectively,  who  have 
learned  to  read  in  English  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  these  kind  friends. 


t— »  I.I  W.  MOORE  is  the  manager  of  the  Ann 
|— «  Arbor  Agricultural  Company,  located  at 
1. — - <  Ann  Arbor.  The  presenl  works  of  which 
he  is  manager  was  started  in  1866  bj  Lewis  Moore 
a.-  Son.  Here  are  manufactured  many  things  in 
farm  implements,  among  others  wheat  drills,  rakes 
and  f<-ed  cutler-,  it  continued  under  the  manage- 
ment as  at  first  organized  until    1*72.  when  it  was 


made  a  -lock  companj  with  the  following  officers 
at  it-  head:  .1.  Austin  Scott.  President;  Earl 
Knight,  Secretary;  .1.  \V.  Knight,  Treasurer;  and 
it  continued  under  this  Leadership  until  1884. 
When  the  company  became  insolvent  a  receiver 
was  appointed,  and  John  Finegar  became  assignee 
and  Eli  W.  Moore  was  appointed  manager.     Thej 

proceeded  to  settle  up  the  business,  anil  since  thai 
time  our  subjeel  has  continued  in  the  position.  He 
has  kept  the  works  running,  paid  oft  claims  and 
ha.-  the  business  now  placed  on  a  substantial 
foot  ing. 

Our  subject  sells  his  manufactures  and  imple- 
ments directly  to  jobbers.    IK'  employs  the  greater 

part  of  the  time    from    sev  cut  y  -ti  \  c  to  eighty    men. 

Mr.  Moore  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, being  born 
in    Lancaster  County,   that  state.    November  26, 

1833.     He  is  a   son  of  Lewis  M e.  who  was  also 

born  in  Lancaster  County.  The  maiden  name  of  our 
subject's  mother  was  Sarah  Chalfant.  She.  like  her 
husband,  was  horn  in  Lancaster  County.  Pa.  Her 
father  moved  to  Ypsilanti  at  an  early  day,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  farm 
machinery,  lie  died  in  1*72.  leaving  to  his  widow 
a  small  farm  in  Ypsilanti,  in  which  she  now  lives. 
She  i-  in  her  eighty-seventh  year  and  is  still  vig- 
orous and  in  the  full  possession  of  her  faculties. 
She  i-  the  mother  of  nine  children,  six  girls  and 
three  boys,  seven  of  whom  are  still   living. 

Eli  W.  Moore  spent  his  boyhood  and  school  days 
in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  attending  the  common 
schools.  When  seventeen  years  <>f  age  he  assisted 
his  father  in  the  work  on  the  farm  and  in  making 
wheat  drills  in  a  small  way.  In  1853  he  moved  to 
Ypsilanti  and  for  twelve  years  ran  a  small  mill. 
beginning  the  manufacture  of  implements  in  an 
unpretentious  way.  lie  removed  to  Ann  Arbor. 
and  in  company  with  his  father  built  the  Ann 
Arbor  Agricultural  Works,  and  ran  them  as  before 
stated. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  1859,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Moore,  of  Ypsilanti.     She  was  a  daughter  of 

Samuel   1 ).  Moore.    Esq.       Mr.  and   Mrs.   Moore  have 

three  sons — Wendel  1>..  who  is  a  student  in  the 
University  of  Michigan;  Walter,  who  i>  a  student 
in  the  -ami'  institution,  and  Eli  I..  Our  subject  is 
■a  member  of  the  Golden    Rule  <  hapter  of  the  Free 
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and  Accepted  Masons.  He  also  belongs  I"  tin- 
Royal  Arch  Masons  an  1  to  the  Gomniandery  of  the 
Knights  Templar.  He  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics and  in  religion  a  member  of  the  Unitarian 
Church. 


<*  ftolLLIAM  JARVIS.  .Many  of  Mi.'  native 
\f\lli  S011S  °f  Washtenaw  County  are  ahead) 
Vy  making  their  mark  as  efficient  citizens  and 
successful  farmers  and  men  of  business,  and  among 
these  there  is  none  more  worthy  of  our  men- 
tion than  he  whose  name  we  have  just  given,  who 
was  horn  in  Ypsilanti  Township.  December  20, 
is:!.").  He  is  a  son  of  William  and  Anne  (Wat- 
son) Jarvis.  natives  of  England,  who  came  to 
America  in  183(1,  and  soon  after  settled  in  Ypsi- 
lanti Township.  The  old  homestead  of  William 
Jarvis  is  now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Ypsilanti.  hut 
it  was  then  an  unbroken  forest,  which  must  be 
cleared  of  trees  and  put  in  a  proper  state  of  culti- 
vation. The  usual  hardships  of  pioneer  life  were 
undergone  by  this  family,  and  they  did  good  ser- 
vice in  developing  this  section  of  the  county. 
Four  of  their  six  children  are  now-  living,  namel)  : 
George,  Charles,  Alfred  and  William,  all  of  whom 
are  still  living  near  the  old  home. 

The  father  of  our  subject  passed  from  earth 
September  21.  1884,  and  his  good  wife,  who  sur- 
vives and  makes  her  home  with  her  son  George, 
has  now  reached  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-three 
years,  and  is  cherished  by  all  who  know  her  as  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  worthy  of  the  pioneer 
women  of  this  township.  William  Jarvis  was 
reared  to  manhood  amid  the  scenes  of  pioneer 
life,  and  has  seen  his  share  of  hard  work  and  tlu- 
effort  which  was  necessary  at  thai  early  day.  Ib- 
received  his  education  in  the  log  schoolhouses  of 
the  district  and  had  few  advantages  which  are  now 
offered  to  the  present  generation,  y el  the  good 
foundation  which  he  there  secured  has  served  him 
well  in  life,  and  through  general  reading  lie  has 
budded  thereon  a  superstructure  of  intelligence. 
Ycrnelia  II.  Nichols  was  the  maiden  name  of  the 


lady  who  joined  her  fortunes  with  that  of  our 
subject  December  15,  1875.  She  was  horn  Janu- 
ary 22.  1848,  in  Pittstteld  Township,  this  county. 
Her  parents,  James  and  Amanda  (Dolph)  Nichols, 
were  natives  of  New  York,  who  emigrated  to 
Washtenaw  Count)  during  the  '30s,  and  thus  be- 
came early  settlers  of  Pittsfield  Township.  They 
eventually  removed  in  their  later  days  to  Ypsi- 
lanti. where  they  died,  the  mother  in  1884,  and 
the  father  a  few  years  later.  Three  of  their  four 
children  now  survive,  namely:  Valmore  ('.;  Val- 
uette,  wife  of  George  Brown,  of  Ypsilanti;  and 
Mrs.  Jarvis. 

It  was  in  1866  thai  Mr.  Jarvis  settled  upon  his 
present  farm,  and  he  has  become  :'  man  of  consid- 
erable importance'  in  tin-  section  of  the  county. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  .Masonic  order  at  Y'psi- 
lanti.  and  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views. 
His  fine  farm  attests  his  thrift  and  industry  and 
hi-  success  in  life.  Mrs.  Jarvis  is  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  active  in  tin-  Ladies'  Aid 
Society,  and  both  of  them  arc  highly  respected  in 
society  and  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  commu- 
nity. 


-^H  -  >- 


>i 


ELI  0.  SMITH,  deceased.  One  of  the  two 
brother-  residing  in  this  immediate  vicinity 
and  whose  interest-  wen-  closely  connected. 
our  subject  was  deeply  mourned  at  the  time  of  his 
decease,  for  he  was  a  man  who.  though  his  natural 
reserve  of  nature  did  not  incline  him  to  displays 
of  tenderness  in  his  social  or  family  relations,  was 
nevertheless  noted  for  his  justness  and  the  integ- 
rity of  his  honor  in  all  his  dealings,  lie  was  born 
in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1810,  and  there  he 
grew  to  mature  years,  having  in  his  youth  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  which  he  continued  to  follow 
for  many  years. 

Our  subject  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  this 
count)  about  1838,  al  which   time  he  purchased  a 

farm    of  hundred    and    eighty    acres   of   land. 

which  is  the  presenl  site  of  the  town  of  Salem.  On 

c ing  hither  our  subject  became  at  once  identified 

with  the  best  interests  of  the  county  and  was  soon 
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known  as  an  enterprising  as  well  as  an  honest  man. 
lie  married  in  the  fall  of  1838  Miss  Isabella  Farley 
and   unto  them   were  born   three   children   whose 

names  are  as  follows:  Mary  L.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of    twenty;    Dwelle    E.  and    Sarah  ('..  the    latter    of 

whom  died  in  infancy.  Dwelle  was  united  111  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Rosa  Yaneita  of  this  county,  Decem- 
ber 2d.  L871. 

Mis.  Smith  was  horn  in  Germantown,  N.  •!..  and 
was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children  who  grew 
to  mature  years.  They  were  Isaac,  David,  William. 
Archibald,  Antony.  Manning  and  Isabella.  Man- 
ning is  a  lawyer  residing  in  Gold  Hill.  C'al.  Mrs. 
Smith's  parents  were  Minor  and  Mary  (Frazier) 
Farley,  natives  respectively  of  Germantown  and 
Philadelphia.  The  Parleys  were  of  Dutch  and 
English  ancestry  and  Mrs.  Smith's  mother  was  of 
Scotch  ancestry. 

Eli  O.  Smith  died  February  lit.  1889,  a  victim  of 
cancer,  lie  was  a  great  sufferer  for  years  before 
his  death,  hut  passed  away  with  the  comfort  of 
Christian  consolation.  Out  of  four  brothers  who 
grew  to  mature  years  two  were  ministers  of  the 
Gospel  and  all  were  devoted  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


t        AMBERT  A. BARNES,  deceased.  All  people 

at>    of  true  sensibility  and  a  just  regard  for  the 

J A.  memory  of  those  who  have  departed  this  life 

cherish  the  details  of  the  history  of  those  whose 
careers  have  been  marked bj  uprightness  and  truth 
and  whose  lives  have  been  filled  up  with  acts  of 
usefulness.  It  is  therefore  with  gratification  that 
we  present  to  our  readers  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Barnes 
whose  life  in  this  county  ha-  been  Mich  as  to  make 
hi-  memory  justly  respected. 
This  gentleman    was  horn   in    Hartford,   Conn., 

Feb.  ■  >.   1827,  and  he  was  second   in  age  in  a   family 

of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  lived  through  the 
days  of  youth  and  became  heads  of  families.  They 
were  the  children  of  Diamond  and  Vnn  I  Blakesley ) 
Barnes  whose  lives   were  spenl    in  South  Durham, 


Greene  County, N.  V.  Mr.  Barnes  was  united  in 
marriage  September  24,  1861,  with  .lane,  daughter 
of  Robert  L.  Geddes,  who  was  one  of  the  old  tim< 
pioneers  of  Washtenaw  County.  Mr.  Barnes  came 
to  Michigan  in   1858  or  1859. 

The  children  who  were  horn  lo  this  union  are 
Alice  and  Robert  (1.  The  Latter  married  Nettie  K. 
daughter  of  Charles  S.  Smith,  of  Ypsilanti.  Tin' 
widow  of  our  subject  reside-  in  the  homestead  al 
22b  X.  Huron  Street, Ypsilanti.  This  property  max 
well  be  called  one  of  the  finest  home-  in  the  city- 
The  death  of  Mr.  Barnes  occurred  June  30,  1887. 


~"\ 


HARLES  BRAUN.  Among  the  families  who 
have  been  residents  of  Washtenaw  County 
ever  since  the  old  Territorial  days,  we  are 
pleased  to  name  the  one  represented  by  our  sub- 
ject. John  liiaun.  his  father,  was  born  in  \\  iii- 
temberg,  Germany,  in  1816,  and  in  his  youth 
learned  the  brick  and  stone-mason's  trade,  emigra- 
ting to  America  in  1836,  and  settling  in  Ann  Ar- 
bor, where  for  a  n  umber  of  years  he  followed  his 
trade.  While  living  in  thai  City,  he  married  Anna 
M.  Eberhardt,  like  himself  a  native  of  Wurtem- 
berg,  and  in    1851  he  took  up  his  residence   on   a 

farm  Of  eight}    acres  in  SciO   Town-hip.    for    which 

he  paid  the  sum  of  $1,100.  Eight  year-  later  he 
removed  to  a  farm  in  Ann  Arbor  Township,  where 
his  death  ensued  in  January  '••.  1866.  lie  had  ac- 
cumulated a  handsome  property  by  industry  and 
integrity. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor. 
May  29,  1848,  and  is  the  fourth  in  his  father's  fam- 
ily, his  brothers  and  sisters  being:  Frederick  B., 
bom  October  20,  1840,  in  Ann  Arbor  Township; 
Johanna,  who  died  in  infancy:  John  Michael,  born 
Augusl  16,  1843;  Catherine,  July  28,1845;  Charles; 
Christian,  bom  February  7.  1850;  Christiana,  No- 
vember 23,  1851;  Henry,  Ma.\  20,  1854;  Simeon, 
February  2.  1857.  The  last  named  died  Augusl  •'!. 
1887.  Frederick  and  Christian  are  living  near 
Ann  Arbor  on  the  DixbotO  road,  and  John  lives  on 
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an  adjoining  farm;  Catherine  is  Mrs.  JohnMichael 
Stein;  and  Christina  is  Mrs.  Fred  Kim,  of  Ann 
Arbor;  Henry  is  on  the  old  Doty  farm;  and  Charles 
and  Simeon  had  worked  the  home  farm  together 
after  Henry  married  and  left  the  home  some  ten 
\eais  since,  and  continued  thus  until  a  few  months 
before  Simeon's  death,  which  was  the  result  of  con- 
sumption, following  inflammation  of  the  lungs. 
This  is  the  only  case  of  consumption  in  this  circle, 
as  it  is  not  a  family  tendency. 

Charles  Braun  has  two  hundred  and  seven  acres 
which  is  part  of  the  tract  which  his  father  origin- 
ally located.  In  his  youth  he  attended  the  Union 
school,  and  afterward  took  a  course  in  the  Ann 
Arbor  Business  College,  and  at  twenty  began  to 
teach  in  the  district  school,  which  he  continued  for 
two  winters.  Upon  the  l7thof  June,  1886,  hewas 
married  in  Scio  Township,  to  Miss  Mary  1).  An- 
dres*, daughter  of  John  and  Katharina  Andress, 
thi'  latter  being  still  a  resident  of  Scio  Township. 
This  lady  was  horn  in  that  township,  March  29, 
1863,  and  to  her  have  been  granted  three  children: 
Sylvia  Maria  Katharina.  horn  March  Hi.  L888; 
Carl  William.  June  27.  1889;  and  Simeon  Walter, 
June  19,  L891. 

Like  his  father,  our  subject  is  a  sturdy  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views,  and  is  now  serving  as 
Township  Treasurer.  lie  is  an  earnest  and  efficient 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  a  progressive 
fanner.  He  takes  great  interest  in  breeding  Short- 
Horn  cattle,  keeping  several  registered  animals  and 
breeding  Poland-China  hogs,  besides  marketing 
large  crops  of  wheat. 


*pf  DDISON  ('.COLLINS.  The  fortunate  pos- 
(©/Ll  i     sessor  of  three   hundred  and  seventy  acres 

///  It  of  as  good  land  as  there  is  in  the  beautiful 
'OJ  township  of  Lyndon  and  which  is  located 

on  section  I.  our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  town- 
ship and  horn  on  the  farm  of  which  he  is  now  the 
proprietor,  July  25,  1837.  He  is  a  son  of  Selah  1!. 
and  Pcrmelia  (Green)  Collins,  natives  of  Wayne 
County.  X.  Y..  and  New  Jersey  respectively.  They 


were  the  first  settlers  in  this  vicinity,  coming  here 
in  1831  and  locating  on  the  farm  which  their  son 
now  owns.  The  father  made  this  his  home  until 
1871,  when  he  went  into  Allegan  County  and  re- 
mained until  September  of  1890,  when  he  returned 
to  this  place  and  here  died  in  April,  1891,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years.  Our  subject's  mother 
passed  away  in  June  1883. 

When  Mr.  Collins.  Sr.,  first  settled  at  this  place 
the  entire  country  was  heavily  wooded.  He  built 
a  small  shanty  by  a  small  body  of  water  which  was 
given  the  name  of  Collins  Lake.  The  next  spring 
he  built  a  more  substantial  log  house  just  south  of 
the  site  where  our  subject  now  lives.  Here  the 
home  was  for  a  number  years.  He  then  sold  it  and 
purchased  other  land  in  the  township.  As  one  of 
the  pioneers  he  did  his  part  in  all  work  of  organiz- 
ation and  held  various  offices.  He  was  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  a  number  of  years  and  was  instru- 
mental in  building  roads, schoolhouses  and  churches 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  credited  with  having  done 
more  to  improve  and  settle  this  portion  of  the 
country  than  any  others  of  that  day. 

A1  the  time  of  the  advent  of  our  subject's  father 
in  the  country  the  Indians  were  numerous  and  they 
frequently  came  to  the  house  to  trade  honey  for  flour 
and  other  commodities.  The  wheat  of  which  there 
was  fortunately  plentiful  crops  found  no  market 
nearer  than  Detroit  and  the  only  wa\  of  conveying 
it  thither  was  by  ox-team.  The  journey  required 
eight  days  and  he  started  out  with  three  yoke  of 
oxen.  The  highest  price  on  reaching  the  market 
that  he  could  get  for  his  wheal  was  fifty  cents  per 
bushel,  and  of  this  he  took  a  small  portion  in  trade 
and  the  balance  in  cash.  Think  of  this  all  ye  who 
groan  over  the  burden  of  the  protective  tariff.  Our 
subject's  father  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a 
Mason  and  with  his  wife  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  that  body.  Even  at  that  early  day  he  was 
a  strong  advocate  of  temperance.  Our  subject's 
fathcr  was  a  son  of  Alpheus  and  Betsy  (Hall)  Col- 
lins, natives  of  Wayne  County.  X.  V.,  who  came 
West  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Pittsfield  Town- 
ship, this  county  in  1820,  being  theie  among  the 
earliest  pioneers.  He  came  to  Lyndon  Township, 
and  continued  to   reside  there  until  the  time  of  his 
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death.  They  were  interred  on  the  farm  whereon 
our  subject  now  lives,  his  grandfather  having  made 
thai  his  home  for  some  years.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  in  which  he  was  m  Captain  and 
was  always  called  by  his  title.  A  Republican  in 
in  politics,  both  he  and  his  wife  are  Methodists  in 
religion.  They,  were  the  parents  of  nine  children 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Selah  B.,  Josiah  II.. 
Wellington  H.,  Walter  D.  Isaac,  William,  Judson, 
Sydney  and  Esther.  Wellington  was  a  home  mis- 
sionary for  the  Methodisl  Episcopal  Church,aswas 
Walter  being.stationed  a1  T<  xas  among  the  Indians; 
Isaac  was  a  missionary  and  preacher,and  William  is  a 
physician,  now  of  Albion,  this  state;  Judson  went 
as  a  missionary  to  China  and  returning,  died  here; 
Sydney  lives  m  Lydon  Township  and  is  a  farmer. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  a  family  of 
ten  children  born  to  his  parents,  there  having  been 
four  suns  and  six  daughters,  six  of  these  are  now 
living,  their  names  being  as  follows:  Edwin  ((..Ad- 
dison C,  William  II..  Esther  A..  Cynthia  C.  and 
Betsey.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  educated  in 
this  township  and  feared  a  fanner  lad.  He  lived 
at  home  until  twenty-seven  years  of  age  and  on 
the  24th  of  December,  1864,  was  married  to  Miss 
Jane  McCall,  a  nativeof  Waterloo.  Jackson  County, 
this  State.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and 
Margaret  (Mclntyre)  McCall  natives  of  Johnstown 
X.  Y.  Her  lather  came  West  in  L 83 6,  and  settled 
at  Waterloo  where-  he  engaged  in  farming  and  made 
that  his  home  until  his  death  which  occurred  in 
1  S(i7.  His  wife  died  in  I860.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  live  of  whom  are  now  living 
Alexv  Ann.  .lane.  Hugh  A..  Margaret  I.  and  Don- 
ald M.  Mrs.  Collins'  paternal  grandsire  was  Hugh 
Mclntyre,  who  married  .lane  McVean.  both  natives 
of  Scotland,  and  were  married  after  they  came  to 
this  country.     They   spent  the  greater  portion   of 

their  lives  in  .lohnstown.   N.  V. 

After  his  marriage  our  subjeel  became  agent  f«.n 
John  M.  Green  of    Brighton,    Livingston    County, 

to  manage  a   farm    of  the    hundred  acres.       He  was 

thus  engaged  for  fourteen  months  and  then  pur- 
chased the  old  homestead  where  he  now  lives,  his 
original  purchase  being  one  hundred  and  sixtj  acres 
to  w  1 1 i<'li  he  has  added  until  it  reached  its  present 
proportions.     Mr.  Collins  now  deals  extensively  in 


line-wool  sheep  and     rai-e-     horses     and  cattle.       I  It- 

has  held  the  office  of  Roadmaster,  whose  duties 
be  discharged  most  satisfactorily.  Our  subject  is  a 
Republican  in  his  political  creed  ami  one  of  the 
leading  men  both  in  thought  and  example  in  this 
township.  Mrs.  Collins  i-  a  ino-t  estimable  lad\  of 
high  attainments,  she  was  educated  at  (  helsea 
and  was  engaged  for  five  years  as  a  teacher.  Both 
she  and  her  husband  are  members  of  the  Methodist 

Episcopal  (  hurch. 


■|J— y)-r*w*w 


/-*  EORGE  WAlli;.  a  successful  dealer  in  the 

I  book  and  stationery  trade,  who  has    III-    e-- 

\_A  tablishmenl  at  No.  I.  North  Main  Street, 
Ann  Arbor,  where  he  succeeded  to  George  Osius  & 
Co.,  was  born  near  Chelsea,  this  county.  February 
IS.  1861.  lie  is  the  son  of  Gottleib  and  Agnes 
(Katz)  Wahr.  They  were  .both  natives  of  Germany, 
who  emigrated   to  the  United  States  in    1835,  in 

hopes  of  bettering  their  fortunes.      The  father  was 

a  man  of  moderate  means,  and  his  goodly  family 
of  two  sons  ami  four  daughters,  taxed  his  resources 
to  care  for  and  educate  them.  Oursubjeel  is  third 
in  order  of  age  in  this  household,  and  he  received 
his  school  training  in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  began  his  mercantile  ex- 
perience as  clerk  in  the  store  of  John  Moore,  a 
dealer  in  books  and  stationery,  ami  there  he  re- 
mained for  ten  years,  after  which  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Osius  uniler  the  linn  name  of 
( teorget  >sius  a-  Co.  Somewhat  later  he  purchased  his 
partner's  in  iciest  in  tin'  concern,  and  now  carries  on 

the  business  :it  the  same  Stand  hen  .  1  le  has  a  tine 
stock  of  the  latest  and  most  popular  works  of  the 
day,  as  well  as  the  best  known  and  favored  lines 
of  stationery.  lie  also  keep-  a  large  Stock  of  wall 
paper  and  such  notion-  a-  arc  usually  to  he  found 
in  a  Store  Of  this  kind,  and  he  makes  a  specialty  of 
periodical-  and   I"  II  llvS. 

on  the  10th  of  September,  1884,  Mr.  Wain  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mis-  Emma  Stabler,  daugh- 
ter  of     l-'red    Mahler,    a    prominent    stockbroker   of 

Ann  Arbor,  and  to  this  couple  has  been   born  one 
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littk'  daughter.   Nathalie.     They  are  constant  at- 
tendants of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  their  1 ic 

on  South  Fourth  Avenue,  possesses  many  comforts 
and  is  pleasantly  situated. 


=i§*§S31t*HfrilSS§*§^ 


AY  EVERETT.  On  the  opposite  page  is 
presented  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Everett  who  was 
born  in  Superior  Township,  Washtenaw 
County.  October  2,  1827,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Paulina  (Phelps)  Everett,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Vermont  and  Massachusetts,  in  which  lat- 
ter State  they  were  married  in  181K.  They  made 
their  early  home  after  marriage  on  the  Holland 
Purchase  in  New  York,  where  they  remained  until 
1820;  at  that  date  they  came  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled at  Troy  Corners.  Oakland  County,  where  Mr. 
Everett  purchased  eighty  acres  of  Government 
land,  all  of  it  heavily  timbered.  He  taught  school 
for  some  time,  also  clerked  in  Oakland  County, 
and  thus  continued  until  1827  when  lie  sold  out 
and  removed  to  Superior  Township,  this  county. 
He  lived  here  for  four  years  before  removing  to 
Ann  Arbor,  where  he  kept  the  old  Washtenaw 
House  until  is;i:?.  The  family  then  removed  to 
Sharon  Township  where  the  father  engaged  in 
farming  and  dairying,  lie  kept  forty  cows  and 
furnished  excellent  butter  and  cheese  for  the  mar- 
ket. His  death  occurred  in  1N4.S.  but  his  wife  con- 
tinued in  life  until  1872  when  she  had  already 
passed  by  three  years  the  mile  stone  of  fourscore. 
He  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  under  an 
appointment  by  Gov.  Cass  for  Oakland  that  docu- 
ment bearing  date  June  4.  1K27,  and  exhibiting 
the  Territorial  seal. 

The  father  of  our  subject  filled  nearly  all  the  offi- 
ces of  the  township  successively  and  was  one  of  the 
prominent  men  in  Oakland  County  where  he  was 
looked  upon  as  a  leader  among  the  Whigs.  He  was 
a  Deacon  and  clerk  in   the  Baptist  Church  and   his 

g 1  wife  was  united  with   him    in    this    religious 

faith.  His  father,  Dr.  Jeremiah  Everett,  was  a  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  and  of  Welsh  descent.  John 
Everett  has  live  sons  three  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing, namely:  our  subject.  John  and  Phelps. 


In  the  old  log  schoolhouse  .lay  Everett  reci  ived 
his  start  in  book  lore,  and  he  had  ordinarily  only 
about  forty  days'  schooling  each  year  bul  so  well 
did  he  improve  his  time  and  opportunities  thai  he 
fitted  himself  to  teach  school  and  taught  for  two 
winters  in  Sharon  Township,  receiving  *12  a 
month.  He  commenced  farming  on  a  part  of  the 
the  old  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres. 
and  thus  continued  until  1851  when  he  took  a 
trip  to  California,  remaining  there  until  1856. 
While  there  he  engaged  in  both  mining  and  farm- 
ing, conducting  the  latter  upon  quite  an  exten- 
sive scale  and  was  also  in  the  commission  business, 
being  successful  in  everything  lie  undertook  while 
in  California,  yet  at  the  same  time  experiencing 
severe  losses.  After  returning  to  his  farm  here  he 
took  a  trip  the  same  year  to  Minnesota  but  re- 
turned without  investing  in  that  section  of  tin 
country.  He  also  went  later  to  Missouri,  Kansas, 
and  the  Dakota--,  thence  to  Philadelphia  and 
Washington,  D.C.,and  spent  one  winter  in  Florida. 
Since  those  days  of  wandering  he  has  settled  down 
to  a  thorough  cultivation  of  the  farm  and  added 
to  it  by  purchase  until  it  amounted  to  two  hun- 
dred and  sixtj  acres  in  one  body;  it  is  now  in 
the  possession    of  the  eldest  son — Howard. 

Mr.  Everett  owned  at  one  time  five  different 
farms;  he  has  an  orange  grove  at  Eustis,  Ela.,  and 
pine  lands  in  Polk  County,  the  same  State,  besides 
being  a  stockholder  in  the  Arkansas  City  Bank  in 
Kansas,  lie  has  served  a<  Justice  of  tin  peace,  and 
Supervisor  for  four  terms  and  has  filled  nearly  all 
the  township  offices.  The  most  eventful  act  of  his 
life  was  hi-  marriage  in  1850  with  Susan  A.Smith, 
a  native  of  Rochester,  X.  V..  and  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Wealth)  (  Poster  i  Smith,  natives  of  New 
York.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  manufacturer  of  wagons 
and  carriages  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1832,  set- 
tling in  Washtenaw  Counts  and  following  his 
trade  alonu  with  farming  in  Freedom  Township. 

Mr.  Smith    removed   t"  Ann  Arbor   in   1853  and 
there  carried  on  wagon-making    more    extensively 
until  death  called  him  from  life's  work  in  1855  when 
he  was  fifty  -four  years  old.      The  mother  lived  un- 
til  1876  and  died  al  the  age  of  seventy-six.     They 

had  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  now    \\ 

namely:    Mrs.   Everett;  Irene.  Mrs.  Nordman;   and 
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(  harlotte,  Mrs.  Thompson.  William  Smith,  the  fa- 
ther  of  Henry  Smith,  was  born  in  1769,  and  his 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Phoebe  Seabry;  she 
died  in  1815,  having  become  the  mother  of  fifteen 
children.  Her  husband  was  a  carriage-maker  and 
died  in  New  York  City  in  1855.  His  second  wife,w ho 
bore  tin'  maiden  name  of  Charity  Glover,  had  no 
i  hildren  and  died  in  1865.  The  seven  children  of  our 
subjecl  are  asfollows:  Howard,  who  married  Agnes 
Allyn  and  has  one  daughter,  Susa,  lives  on  the  old 
homestead;  Carrie  E.,  Mrs.  Coe,  is  the  mother  of 
two  sons — Herbert  and  Harry;  her  husband  is  a 
physician  and  surgeon  in  Seattle,  Wash.  Henry 
married  Flora  Thompson,  of  Stockbridge,  Mich.. 
and  is  :i  dealer  in  hardware;  Helen  is  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Gay,  cashier  in  the  bank  of  Stockbridge,  and 
they  have  two  children — fessie  and  Lindsley.  Jes- 
sie is  :it  home;  Irene.  Mrs.  Kenner.  lives  at  Menom- 
inee, Mich.;  Fred  is  in  Seattle.  To  all  of  his  chil- 
dren Mr.  Everett  has  given  a  liberal  education  and 
all  have  taught  with  the  exception  of  Fred.  Their 
education  has  been  mainly  conducted  at  Kalamazoo. 
Ypsilanti  and  Ann  Arbor,  and  at  business  college 
in  Detroit.  Mr.  Everett's  political  views  bring 
him  in  sympathy  with  the  Republican  party  and 
the  family  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


r@f 


RED  EISEMANN.  A  man  seems  living 
|— (g)  nearer  to  nature  who  adopts  as  his  lit'e  call- 
ing some  occupation  thai  has  been  honored 
from  the  earl iesl  time.  That  of  the  agriculturist 
and  that  of  the  weaver  are  of  historic  growth, and 

these  our  subjecl    has  been   reared    lo  know  best,  he 

himself  having  adopted  the  former,  while  his 
father  devoted  himself  to  the  latter.  John  Eise- 
maiiii.the  immediate  progenitor  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  com- 
bined the  callings  of  farming  and  that  of  a  weaver, 
lie  was  born  in  1896,  and  was  one  of  the  German 
invincibles  thai  was  destined  to  throw  Napoleon's 
troops  into  confusion.  Our  subject's  mother  was 
Eva  (Brecht)  Eisemann,  also  a  Dative  of  Wurtem- 
berg, iv  hen    lhe\    both    li\  ed   and   died. 


Fred  Eisemann  is  one  of  four  children  horn  to 
his  parents,  two  only  living  at  the  presenl  time- 
Our  subjecl  was  the  eldesl  of  his  family,  and  was 
horn  November  11.  1826,  in  Wurtemberg,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  the  advantages  of  a 
good  education  in  his  native  tongue.     While  with 

his  father  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  weaver  and 
also  worked  in  Max.  Later  he  turned  hi-  attention 
to  farming,  and  this  promising  to  he  more  remu- 
nerative than  the  trade  of  weaving,  he  determined 
to  place  himself  where  he  could  besl  pursue  it.  and 
with  that  in  view  came  to  America  in  1854.  The 
first  year  here  was  spent  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  was  engaged  as  a  farmer.  Tin-  following  year 
he  came  to  Michigan  and  worked  for  a  time  in 
Sharon  Township,  this  county. 

In  April.  1861,  the  original  of  our  sketch  mar- 
ried Barbara  Bareis,  a  native  of  the  same  city  in 
Germany  as  himself,  and  horn  in  is:;;,.  She  came 
to  America  in  1854  and  settled  in  Scio  Township. 
this  county.  After  marriage  our  subject  settled 
upon  a  farm  which  he  had  purchased  in  Sharon 
Township,  On  section  10.  It  was  partially  im- 
proved, and  there  the  family  lived  for  four  years, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  time  they  sold  out  and 
moved  into  Freedom  Township,  where  he  settled 
upon  his  present  farm  on  sections  6  and  7.  it  being 
at  the  time  partially  improved. 

Mr.  and  Mrs. Eisemann  have  become  tin  parents 
of  four  children — Carrie,  the  eldest  daughter,  is 
now  the  wife  of  George  Holzapel,  and  lives  in 
Sharon  Township.  The  other  children  are  Christ, 
William  and  Mary,  all  of  whom  are  brighl  and 
interesting  young  people.  Our  subject  is  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  of 
which  he  has  one  hundred  and  t wenty-live  acres 
under  cultivation  and  bearing  valuable  improve- 
ments. Here  he  carries  on  mixed  farming,  and 
pays  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  breeding  Durham 
cattle.  Since  coming  here  he  has  cleared  off  ten 
aero  himself.  The  farm  i-  a  model  of  careful  agri- 
cultural oversight, our  subject  :_rivin^'  his  whole  at- 
tention to  his  farm. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eisemann  are  members  of  the  /.ion 
Lutheran  Church,  of  which  our  subject  has  been  a 
Trustee  for  twelve  years  past.  Thai  hi'  ha-  the 
confidence  of  'he  community  i-  shown  by  the  fact 
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of  some  of  the  most  important  positions  having 
been  entrusted  to  him.  For  the  past  fifteen  years 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for 
District  No.  2.  He  was  elected  Highway  Commis- 
sioner in  1889,  and  still  holds  that  position.  Our 
subject  is  an  ardent  believer  in  the  superiority  of 
the  Democratic  party.  On  coming  to  America  the 
original  of  our  sketch  had  little  more  than  a  con- 
fidence in  liis  ability  Lo  acquire  and  1ms  never 
received  help  from  any  source.  lie  i>  a  self- 
made  man  in  every  respect,  and  owns  his  pres- 
ent prosperous  condition  to  no  individual  except 
himself. 
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7  RANKLIN  .1.  FLETCHER.  The  gentleman 
si  of  whom  we  write  owns  a  fine  farm  in  Yp-  I 
it\  silanti Township, and  hisestate  shows  every 
indication  of  order  and  thrift.  He  is  recognized 
as  a  financier  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  a  busi- 
ness community.  His  birth  look  place  October  21. 
1886,  in  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  and  his  father  Ad- 
dison Fletcher,  was  a  native  of  that  stab1,  and  a 
son  of  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  mother, 
Philinda  Seaman,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State.  When  a  babe  of  one  year,  our 
subject  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan,  where 
they  resided  for  a  number  of  year.-  in  Wayne 
County. 

Addison  Fletcher  came  to  this  county  in  1850, 
and  settled  in  Ypsilanti  Township,  on  section  25. 
He  took  a  new  and  unbroken  farm,  and  resided 
upon  it  for  a  number  of  years,  and  then  removed 
to  Ypsilanti,  where  he  died  December  12.  1886. 
His  widow  who  is  still  living,  resides  in  that  city, 
and  is  highly  esteemed  as  one  of  the  well-known 
pioneers  of  the  county.  Of  their  eight  children 
live  are  now  living,  namely:  Franklin,  Charles, 
Samuel,  Philinda  and  Roland.  The  father  was  a 
Republican  in  his  political  views,  and  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  order.  Franklin  Fletcher  received  his 
education  in  the   district  scl Is  of  Michigan,  and 

later  attended  for  a  stlOrl   time    the    Union    schools 
of  Ypsilanti.  afterward  spending  two   terms  in    the 


Belleville  High  School,  and  in  all  of  these  institu- 
tions he  availed  himself  thoroughly  of  the  oppor- 
tunities offered,  and  thus  gained  a  practical  and 
thorough  education. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  occurred  Feb- 
ruary 22.  1860,  when  he  joined  his  life  with  thai, 
of  Mary  Harris,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Man 
(Wheeler)  Harris,  natives  of  Massachusetts,  who 
had  become  early  settlers  in  Augusta  Township,  this 
county.  Three  of  the  four  children  of  this  mar- 
riage are  now  living,  namely:  Azro,  Franklin.  Jr., 
and  Mamie  (  wife  of  Martin  Dawson).  After  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Mary  Fletcher,  our  subject  married 
Mrs.  .leiina  Gooding,  the  widow  of  William  Good- 
ing, of  York  Township,  and  sister  of  Mrs.  II.  Stiim- 
penhusen  (of  whom  more  will  lie  found  upon  an- 
other page  of  the  Album).  This  marriage  took 
place  February  20,  1891.  By  her  first  marriage  this 
lady  had  two  children,  one  of  whom  is  living, 
llihu  (  rooding. 

Our  subject  settled  upon  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives  in  1864,  and  has  made  it  his  permanent  home 
from  that  day  to  this.  One  hundred  ami  twenty- 
six  of  his  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres  are  well 
improved,  and  upon  them  will  he  found  excellent 
buildings;  and  all  this  property  is  the  direct  re- 
sult of  the  labor  and  enterprise  of  this  excellent 
gentleman  and  his  valuable  wife.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to  Myrtle  Lodge, 
No.  Mil.  at  Belleville,  and  is  a  Master  Mason,  lie 
is  also  identified  with  the  Grange,  and  in  every  re- 
lation of  life  he  is  an  esteemed  and  worthy  citizen. 


X 


\|/OIIX  MHSSNFK.  The  prudent  ways  and 
careful  methods  of  the  Teutonic-  farmer  an' 
conspicuous  in  Freedom  Township,  where 
K*ly  so  many  representatives  of  theGerman  race 
have  settled,  in  order  that  they  may  enjoy  broader 
opportunities  in  every  direction.  The  gentleman 
whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  and  who 
resides  on  section  (!.  is  one  of  the  many  whose 
efforts    have    made   this    locality    so    distinct  l\    pro- 
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ductive  and  beautiful.  He  is  the  son  of  John  Mess- 
ner, a  native  of  Baden, and  who  wasa  farmer.  <)m 
subject's  mother  is  ( 'hristina  (  Vogelmann )  Messner, 
a  native  of  Baden, where  they  were  married.  Thej 
came  to  America  in  1862,  and  settled  in  Freedom 
Township,  on  section  6,  where  our  subject  now  re- 
sides. The  father  of  the  family  died  in  1879,  al 
tin'  age  of  seventy-two  years.  The  mother  still 
survives  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 

Of  a  family  <>t'  six  children,  of  whom  three  are 
now  living,  John  Messner  is  the  eldest.  He  was 
born  December  L5,  1837,  in  Baden.  Germany. 
There  lie  received  a  good  education  in  his  native 
tongue.  He  was  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  America  in  1854.  On  first  settling  here 
Mr.  Messner  worked  out  by  the  month  as  a  farm 
laborer,  and  was  thus  engaged  for  eleven  years. 
After  coming  to  America  he  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade  and  followed  that  business  for  sixteen  years. 

July  1.  1K(>.'}.  he  of  whom  we  write  deserted  the 
state  of  single  blessedness  to  unite  his  fate  with 
that  of  Christina  Keegris,  a  native  of  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  and  born  in  1841).  She  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  18")4,  and  settled  in  Ann  Arbor,  being  four- 
teen years  of  age  on  coming  here.  After  marriage 
our  subject  and  wife  settled  upon  a  farm  of  forty 
acres  which  he  had  purchased  in  Sharon  Township. 
The  same  year  they,  however,  sold  out  and  boughl 
a  farm  on  section  7.  remaining  there  for  one  year, 
ami  thence  moving  to  Marshall,  where  they  re- 
mained for  nine  months.  In  1865  our  subject  re- 
moved back  to  Freedom  Township,  bought  his 
present  farm,  and  has  ever  since  made  this  his  home. 
He  here  owns  one  hundred  and  eighteen  acres,  ot 
which  ninety  acres  are  under  the  plow. 

Since  coming  to  his  presem  farm  Mr.  Messner 
has  built  the  house  in  which  his  family  now  lives, 
also  a  line  barn.  He  has  besidesadded  many  other 
valuable  improvements,  and  carries  on  general 
farming.  He  has  a  line  orchard  covering  three 
acres  of  land,  and  is  the  owner  of  some  graded 
stock.  The  original  of  our  sketch  and  hi>  wife 
are  the  parents  of  five  children.  Theeldest,  Louisa, 
is  the  wife  of  William  Bahmiller,  and  lives  in  Syl- 
van Township;  Henry.  Emma,  Charles  and  Martha, 
are  still  at  home.  Mr.  Meaner  has  given  his  chil- 
dren   good  educational   advantages,    ami    they   are 


equally  familiar  with  English  and  German.  He 
with  the  other  members  of  his  family  arc  communi- 
cants at  tin'  Evangelical  Church,  and  our  subject 
i-  a  Trustee  of  that  party.  He  ha-  beau  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  for  the  past  three  terms,  and 
i-  a  believer  in  progressive  methods.  Politically  a 
Democrat,  he  has  always  taken  a  lively   interest    in 

local   politics.       He  i-  now   serving  upon   the   Hoard 

of  Review,  and  has  been  Highway  <  ommissioner 
for  the  past  five  years.  He  has  been  sen  1  as  a  dele- 
gate to  political  conventions,  and  is  intelligent  in 
regard  to  national  affairs.    Besides  attending  to  his 

farm  at  the  present  time,  our  subject  is  engaged  in 

settling  up  an  estate.   Much  credit  is  due  Mr.  Ml 

ner,  tor  he  began  life  for  himself  not  only  without 
mean-,  hut  was  $28  in  debt,  and  on  beginning  for 
himself  worked  tor  twenty  shillings  a  month  for  a 
time,  hut  soon  worked  up  to  better  remuneration. 
He  has  only  himself  to  thank  for  the  comfortable 
position  he  now  occupies  in  life. 
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»  I  I.I.I  AM  NOTTEN.     The  gentleman  whose 


name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  although 
no  longer  of  earth  still  holds  a  linn  posi- 
tion in  the  memory  and  affection  of  his  family 
and  friends.  His  widow.  Mrs.  Caroline  (Art/.) 
Not  ten.  still   lives  on   the  place  w  hich  he  made  t  heir 

home  and  which  is  located  on  section  1'.'.  Sjdvan 
Township,  and  here  successfully  conducts  the  work 
of  the  farm.  Our  subject  was  born  in  New  York 
City.  May  L':i.  1839.  lie  was  a  son  of  Elherl  and 
Mary  (Kruse)  Notten,  natives  of  England  and  Ger- 
many respectively,  who  mel  and  married  in  New 
York  City  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1848,  settling 
on  the  farm  on  which  Mrs.  Notten  now  lives. 
There  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  li\c>. 
They    were    kindly,    true-hearted    people    whose 

principle-  were  pure  and  strong.  In  church  rela- 
tion- they  were  connected  with  the  German  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  of  which  the  father  was 
a  Trustee. 

\\  illiam    Notten.  a-  a  hoy.  attended  school  in   the 

vieiniu    of  his   home   and    there   absorbed    what 
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Learning  was  necessary  to  an  intelligent  manage- 
ment of  business  affairs.  He  lived  on  the  farm 
and  there  learned  the  duties  common  to  a  farmer 
lad.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Twen- 
tieth Michigan  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  being  in  many  of  the  principal  battles 
of  the  war,  bearing  out  of  the  conflict  an  honor- 
able decoration  as  evidence  of  his  service  in  the 
shape  of  a  wound  which  was  received  in  a  skir- 
mish, lie  was  shot  in  his  left  side  and  received  a 
furlough  when  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Michi- 
gan to  recuperate  and  on  the  expiration  of  his  fur- 
lough he  was  sent  to  .laekson  where  he  was  com- 
missioned Sergeant  to  drill  raw  recruits  to  lie  sent 
to  the  front,  lie  was  in  the  .laekson  Military 
Band  and  was  a  skilled  musician.  An  anient  up- 
holder of  the  Union,  In-  was  always  ready  for  duty. 

Serving  out  his  time  until  tin-  close  of  the  war. 
our  subject  received  an  honorable  discharge  at 
.laekson  and  then  returned  to  his  father's  home 
where  he  was  engaged  in  working  the  farm  on 
shares  until  the  death  of  his  parents,  when  he  be- 
came sole  owner  of  the  farm  and  gave  it  his  entire 
attention  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occur- 
red December  30,  1881.  His  decease  was  caused 
by  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  an  indirect  result 
of  disease  which  he  had  contracted  in  the  war. 
having  never  been  strong  after  his  service. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  Artz, 
February  20,  1867,  at  Ann  Arbor.  The  lady  who 
still  survived  her  husband  is  a  native  of  Waterloo, 
.laekson  ('(Unity,  this  State,  and  was  born  Septem- 
ber I*.  1841.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Casper  and 
Christine  (Garlach)  Artz,  who  were  natives  of 
Wittenberg,  Germany,  where  they  were  also  mar- 
ried.    Mrs.  Notten's  father  was  a  farmer  by  trade 

and  a  blacksmith.  In  1826  having  come  In 
America  he  settled  in  Medina,  Ohio,  later  remov- 
ing to  Michigan  and  located  in  Lima  Township, 
where  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land.  Some 
time  later  he  removed  to  Waterloo,  .laekson 
County,  where  he  owned  three  hundred  and  forty 
acres  and  was  considered  a  well-to-do  and  success- 
ful farmer.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church  and  that  was  the  train- 
ing his  children  received.  He  was  a  Trustee  of 
that    body    and    was    a    generous    supporter    of    the 


same.  He  died  in  1846,  the  mother  in  1867.  Of 
the  family  of  nine  children  bom  to  the  worthy 
couple  only  three  are  now  living.  They  are 
Christina  and  Frederick  who  married  Malinda 
Leek  and  Mrs.  Xotten. 

The  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  was  blest 
by  the  advent  of  three  children — Frederick  Will- 
iam, Elhart  J.  and  Caroline  M.  Mr.  Notten  was 
politically  a  Democrat.  He  was  awarded  several 
positions  in  the  township  gift  during  his  life  time 
and  did  efficient  work  as  Highway  Commissioner. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  German 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  a  Trustee  of  the 
same.  Socially  he  kept  alive  his  relations  and  ac- 
quaintances made  during  the  war  by  Ins  member- 
ship with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He 
was  besides  a  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow  and  one 
of  the  prominent  .and  enterprising  farmers  of  this 
locality.  He  was  the  owner  at  the  time  of  his 
death  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land, 
j  which  is  well-improved  and  well-stocked.  Mrs. 
Xotten  is  one  of  the  workers  of  the  township  in 
which  she  lives.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Ladies' 
Aid  Society  and  one  in  need  or  trouble  never  ap- 
peals in  vain  to  her  generous  and  sympathetic 
heart.  Her  sons  are  enterprising  young  men  who 
are  accomplished  and  interesting.  They  are  fine 
musicians  and  belong  to  the  Francisco  Band  of 
Jackson  County.  The  home  circle  has  not  yet 
been  broken,  excepting  by  the  death  of  the  pater- 
nal parent,  the  children  still  remaining  under  the 
home  roof. 
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V  YHUS  RAYMOND.  Among  those  who 
came  to  Michigan  in  the  old  Territorial 
days  we  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  mention 
the  family  represented  by  the  name  just  given.  It 
was  a  happy  day  for  the   Raymonds  when  they  first 

thought  of  transferring  their  interests  to  this  state 
for  hert' our  subject  found  not  only  prosperity  but 
health,  at   a   time    when  he   had    every    reason    to 

believe  that     his    life     would    not     be  much  further 

prolonged. 
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David  Raymond,  the  father  of  our  subject  ami 
a  New  York  farmer,  married  Polly  Bailey,  also  a 
native  of  that  State,  and  therein  Vales  County 
they  set  up    their    household    as  pioneers.     David 

Raymond  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Ravi I,  arsoldier 

in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  a  captain  therein. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Michigan  in 
833  and  settled  upon  an  unbroken  farm  in  Free- 
dom Township.  Here  they  made  their  home  with 
a  sun.  .lames  <■..  now  a  resident  of  Sharon  Town- 
ship, and  a  man  eighty-five  years  old,  and  after 
coming  to  this  State  the  parents  lived  a  retired 
life,  the  mother  passing  away  in  1856  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight,  and  the  father  surviving  until 
1859,  when  he  had  reached  the  venerable  age  of 
ninety-one  years. 

David  Raymond  was  a  boy  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  and  he  ever  enjoyed  entertaining 
his  descendants  and  friends  by  relating  incidents 
(if  those  turbulent  times,  lie  and  his  good  wife, 
who  was  an  earnest  and  conscientious  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  had  ten  children  and  three  of 
that  flock  are  now  living,  namely:  James  C.  now 
eighty-five  years  old;  our  subject,  aged  eighty-three 
and  Nancy  .lane,  aged  seventy-seven,  and  they  all 
live  in  this  neighborhood  and  are   thus  enabled  to 

enjoy  each  other's  society  in    their  advanced  years 

and  to  exchange  pleasant  reminiscences  of  their 
early  experiences. 

Yates  County.  N.  Y..  was  the  native  home  of 
our  subject  and  May  14,  1808,    his    natal  day.      In 

that  home  he  grew  to  manhood, finding  few  oppor- 

. 

tunities  for  acquiring  a  thorough  education,  as  he 
began  earning  his  own  living  before  he  reached 
the  age  of  fifteen,  lie  served  a  three  years' ap- 
prenticeship to  carriage  and  coach  building  in 
Penn  Yan  and  then  did  journey  man  work  at  his 
trade  until  he  lost  his  health.  He  had  given  up 
all  hope  of  recovery  and  thought  that  he  would 
follow   his  parents   and     brother    to     the     West  and 

secure  some  land  which  might  be  of  benefit  to  his 
wife  and  children  when   lie  must  leave  them. 

When  Mr.  Raymond  came  to  Michigan, in  1836, 
he  located  upon  one  hundred  and  si  \  i  \  acres  on 
sections  I  and  'J.  Sharon  Township,and  he  afterward 
added  fortj  more.  Near  iheni  were  a  tew  neigh- 
bors and  the  pleasant  social  life  and  outdoor  exer- 


ercise  which  i-  implied  in  pioneer  living  soon  told 
upon  his  physical  condition  and  he  began  to  im- 
prove ill  health.      lie   had    married     in   New  York, 

•  i ■  l'ii.  1833,  hi-  bride  being  Lorena  Dickinson,  a 

daughter  of  Amos  Dickinson,  who  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1839  and  made  his  home  in  Livingston 
County,  until  death.  This  daughter  of  hi-  was 
horn  in  Steuben    County,    N.    Y..    April  29,  1813. 

The  children  of  Cyrus  and  Lorena  Raymond 
were  five  iii  number  and  four  -lilt  survive.  Mah- 
lon  II.  married  Jennie  Gould  and  for  thirty  years 
lii-  been  a  practicing  physician  at  Grass  Lake. 
.Mich.  He  took  his  education  at  Albion  College 
and  at  the  State  University  and  ha-  one  child — 
Nina — wife  of  Edward  Croman,  and  the  mother 
of  one  child:  Melvin  1).  married  Melisa  Parks  and 
he  also  lives  in  Grass  Lake  and  is  the  father  of 
three  children,  two  of  whom  have  themselves  es- 
tablished families  of  their  own.  Morton  I,,  mar- 
ried Geraldine  Crafts  and  live-  upon  this  farm 
with  his  wife  and  one  child:  Harriet  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Francis  Smith,  i-  the  mot  her  of  t  wo  chil- 
dren and  lives  in  this  township.  The  mother  of 
this  household  passed  to  her  heavenly  reward  Oc- 
tober 12.  1883,  after  rounding  out  a  full  half  cen- 
tury of  faithful  married  life. 

Our  subject  lived  on  section  1.  of  this  township. 
for  twenty-seven  years  and  having  well  improved 
it  disposed  of  it  to  Cvreiiu-  Rhodes.  Twenty, 
eight  years  ago  he  removed  to  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives  and  upon  it  found  substantial  improve- 
ments to  which  he  ha-  added,  rebuilding  the  resi- 
dence, besides  erecting  three  barns,  a  scale  house, a 
sheep  barn  and  corn  and  hog  house-.  He  has 
cleared  twenty  acres  of  this  property  and  now  has 
one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  acres  in  the  home 
farm  besides  twenty-four  acre-  of  timber  land  in 
Sylvan  Township,  lie  has  now  retired  from  active 
wink  and  his  sou  Morton   carries  on  the  farm. 

Educational  matters  have  ever   engaged  the  at- 

teuti f    Mr.   Raymond  and    he  was  for  some 

years  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  To  his  chil- 
dren he  gave  the  best  opportunities  for  schooling 

which   he  could  command  and  ha-    -el   before    them 

throughout  life  an  example  woiih\  of  following, 
a-  a  strictly  temperate  man  in  his  habits.  Hi-  good 
wife  wa-an  earnc-i  Christian  and  a  member  of  tin- 
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Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  he  fol- 
lowed th<'  path  trod  liy  many  from  the  Whig  party 
into  the  Republican  ranks,  and  as  to  official  posi- 
tion he  was  twice  Supervisor  of  Sharon  Township, 
lias  been  Assessor  and  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  but  declined  to  serve.  His  eldest  son,  Dr. 
Mahlon  II.  Raymond,  was  Surgeon  of  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Michigan  Infantry  for  three  years.  The 
story  of  the  life  of  this  pioneer  is  a  record  of  suc- 
cessful contests  with  poverty  and  hardships,  and  the 
acquisition  of  a  handsome  property  by  means  of 
honest  industry. 


SAAC  S.  SAVERY.  Among  the  war  heroes  of 
Salem  Township,  none  probably  had  more  in- 
teresting adventures  or  served  more  bravely 
than  he  of  whom  we  now  write.  lie  located  in 
this  county  in  18;");").  making  his  first  home  in  Web- 
ster Township.  He  was  horn  in  Oneida  County, 
X.  Y.,  in  1*4  4,  and  came  with  his  parents,  George 
('.  and   Rachel    L.  (Porter)  Savery    to  this  State, 

when  he  was  Only  eleven  years  old.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  mother  a 
New  Yorker  by  birth.  Both  his  father  and  his 
grandfather,  Isaac  P.,  were  sea  captains  who  sailed 
the  coasts  of  the  Eastern  States,  and  the  grandfa- 
ther was  a  ship  owner,  having  possession  of  several 
vessels,  but  finally  came  West  and  settled  in  Illi- 
nois, where  lie  died. 

In  August,  1862,  our  subject  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany 1).  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  did 
good  service  for  three  years.  He  went  from  Jack- 
son and  joined  the  army  after  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Hun.  The  regiment  was  in  the  following  en- 
gagements: Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Horseshoe  Bend. 
Ky.,  Vicksburg  and  Jackson.  Miss.,  Blue  Springs, 
Campbell  Station  and  Knoxvilie,  Tcnii..  the  Wild- 
erness, Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  and  Petersburg, 
\'a..  (at  which  latter  place  several  of  the  company 
were  captured),  and  Weldon  Railroad,  Ream's  Sta- 
sion,  Poplar  Springs  Courthouse,  llatchies  Run, 
and  again  at  Petersburg. 

In   these   latter  battles,  except   Petersburg,  our 


subject  took  no  part,  as    he    had    been   crippled    by 

having  his  right  leg  shattered  between  the  knee 
and  ankle.  As  he  was  Obliged  to  remain  in  his 
tent,  he  received  permission  to  visit  home,  hut  as 
soon  as  possible  returned,  and  upon  reaching  his 
regiment,  he  took  part  very  soon  in  his  last  en- 
counter. Upon  the  25th  of  March.  1865,  his  wac 
the  first  regiment  that  entered  the  city  of  Peters- 
burg, ami  it  was  put  upon  provost  guard,  ami  thus 
remained  until  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army. 

Mr.  Savery  returned  home  after  receiving  his 
honorable  discharge,  and  resumed  the  avocations 
of  peace.  In  1868  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Tryphena  ('.  Rogers,  and  in  the  fall  of  1869  he  re- 
moved tn  Hanover  County.  Va.,  where  he  remained 
for  ten  years,  and  there  followed  farming  and  lum- 
bering. In  1ST'.)  he  returned  to  Washtenaw  County, 
Mich.. and  three  years  later  purchased  eighty  acres 
on  section  2.s.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Savery  have  fivechil- 
dren,  namely:  Effie  J..  W.  Ira.  Vesta  1'..  Ray  L. 
and  Coda  J.,  all  of  whom  are  Mill  at  home  and  are 
helping  their  father  in  carrying  on  his  beautiful 
farm. 

When  Mr.  Savery  was  in  front  of  Petersburg, 
the  brigade  to  which  he  belonged,  was  in  the  heat 
of  the  action.  At  one  time  a  shell  exploded  in  the 
midst  of  a  group  of  eight  members  of  his  company 
and  he  wras  knocked  senseless,  but  upon  recovery  he 
found  that  lie  was  entirely  uninjured,  and  had 
only  been  rendered  insensible  by  the  shock  of  the 
i  oiiciission. 


•••      •:• 


«        jfolLLIAM     F.    LODHOLZ.     The    proprietor 

\/\I/l    °*  l'"'  '''"'  l's,id)lishinent  which  is  devoted 

vY  to  the  growing  wholesale  and  retail  gro- 
Cery  trade,  is  he  whose  name  appears  above.  His 
place  of  business  is  located  at  Nos.  I  and  6  Broad- 
way in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  here  is  con- 
ducted   one    of    the    most     prosperous    branches    of 

business  that  the  city  boasts.  Mr.  Lodholz  is  a 
native  of  this  State  having  been  born  in  Vpsilanti, 
this  county,  July  <i.  1859.     lie  is  the  oldest  son  of 
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Goellieb  and  Henrich  (Spathelf)  Lodholz,  both  of 
whom  were  German  citizens  until  L854  when  they 
emigrated  to  America  and    located   in  Ann  Arbor. 

<>n  settling  in  this  citj  our  subject's  father  went 
into  the  bakery  business  in  which  he  continued  up 
in  tin1  i  ime  hi'  his  death,  having  learned  li is  trade 
in  Germany.  He  died  when  in  Ins  forty-seven  I  li 
year,  in  1  s 7 7 ;  his  wife,  who  survives  him  still  and 
who  is  now  in  her  sixty-second  .year,  makes  her 
home  in  Ann  Arbor.  She  is  the  mother  of  two 
children — Henry,  who  is  a  clerk  in  his  brother's 
-tore  and  William  I •'. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  reared  in  this 
.-in  and  here  attended  the  city  schools  after  finish- 
ing which  In-  became  a  studenl  al  the  Union  High 
School  and  there  pursued  his  course  until  the  death 
of  his  father  when  he  assumed  charge  of  the  bak- 
ery, putting  in  at  the  same  time  a  stork  of  grocer- 
ies anil  in  this  way  became  conversant  with  the 
business.  Thus  initiated  mi"  the  different  branches 
of  the  commercial  ami  managerial  workings  of  the 
trade  our  subject  has  continued  to  enlarge  it  until 
it  reached  its  present  state  of  prosperity  and  suc- 
cess. Here  may  always  be  found  the  best  of  staple 
articles  used  in  the  culinary  art.  He  also  carries  a 
large  stock  of  flour  and  feed  in  connection  with  his 
other  trade 

Socially  Mr.  Lodholz  is  a  member  of  Ann 
Arbor  Lodge,  No.  295,  1.  0.  0.  F.  He  makes  his 
Inline  with  his  mother  not  yet  having  made  up  his 
mind  to  quit  the  bachelor  ranks.  .Mrs.  Ludholz 
-till  occupies  the  old  homestead  which  is  situated 
most  pleasantly  in  a  very  pleasing  portion  of  the 
city,  sin-  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Lutheran 
(  lunch  as  was  also  her  husband. 


■'■:■-  <  ■■- 


r  «  TEPHEN  O.  HADLEY.  Washtenaw  County 
^j£  is  an  Eden  ut'  fine  farms  and  agricultural 
\£Jjj,   tracts.     There  are  comparatively  few  verj 


tracts. 

small  tracts  and  each  farmer  tries  to  outdo 
his  neighbor  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  his  land.     Of   the   many    line  attractive  places 


none  are  mini nspicuous  than  that  belonging  tu 

our  subject  and  located  on  section  LI,  Lyndon 
Township.  He  has  here  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  has  lived  since  April, 
1855. 

Mr.   Hadley   made  hi-   advent    into    the    State    in 
1839  and  lived  in   Lenawee  County  for   two   years, 

thence  removing  into  this  county  and  settling  in 

the  township  Of  Dexter,  where  hi  cleared  Off  a 
farm  and  resided  for  fourteen  years,  thence  re- 
moving to  this  place.      Since    coming    here    lie    has 

creeled  all  the  buildings  which  now  distinguish  it 
as  being  one  of  the  best-improved  place-  of  the 
locality,  lie  has  made  of  it  a  liiielv-product  i  \  e 
farm,  having  paid  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the 
raising  of  fine  fruits  of  all  varieties. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Carroll  Township, 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  V..  and  was  horn  Decem- 
ber ii.  1831.  He  is  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Betsey  K. 
(Owen)  Hadley, natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Until 
coming  West  in  1839.  the  original  of  oui  sketch 
was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and  was  quite 
successful.  His  mother  having  died  in  1832, 
Stephen,  our  subject's  father,  made  his  home  with 
him  of  whom  we  write  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  l*<l'.i.  On  coming  to  Michigan  the 
father  and  son  drove  through  from  New  l'ork 
with  a  horse  team.  They  were  on  the  road  for 
two  weeks  and  the  journey  was  a  memorable  one 
to  the  young  man. 

Stephen  Hadley,  Sr.,  was  horn  in  1781,  lie  was 
the  father  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom 
are  now  living.  They  are  I.ydia.  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Letts;  Orange  E.;  Sarah,  who  is  Mrs.  l'ulsifer; 
Johanna,  who  is  a  Mrs.  Morrison;  our  subject  and 
.lane,  who  is  Mrs.  Wilsey.      Those  dead  are    Laura, 

Phoebe  I!..  Sylvn  and  Elsie.  They  were  all  mar- 
ried Imt  Laura;  Sylva  was  Mrs.  Harrison  Daniels; 
Elsie  was  Mrs.    Peter   Evans;    Phoebe  l>.  was  Mrs. 

Calvin  Goodspeed.      The  elder  Mr.   Hadley    was    in 

his  younger  days  a  Democrat   and   latei    in   life  a 
Republican,     lie  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.      In  church  preference  he  was  a  Methodist. 
Our    subject     received     hi-     education      in     New 

York  and  was  broughl  up  with  a  more  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  lumber  trade  than   of  anything 

else        This  he  followed   until  he  came  We-t  and  he 
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assures  u>  thai  he  never  saw  a  spear  of  wheal 
growing  until  lie  came  to  Michigan,  since  coming 
here  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and  his 
efforts  in  an  agricultural  line  have  been  very  suc- 
cessful. His  marriage  toot  place  March  23,  l84o, 
at  which  time  he  was  united  to  Miss  Calista  Bar- 
ringer  of  New  York.  The  lady  was  born  in  Wil- 
liamstown,  Oswego  County,  in  1H2'.I  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Abigail  (Huff)  Barringer, 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  The  former  was  a 
farmer,  and  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day. 
Later  he  removed  to  Illinois,  thence  to  Wisconsin, 
where  both  he  and  his  wife  died.  They  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
the  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  having 
been  all  his  life  an  ardent  Democrat,  lie  was  the 
father  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now 
living. 

The  children  of  which  Mrs.  Iladley  is  one.  are 
William,  Susan.  Peter  E.,  Truman.  Mrs.  lladlev. 
Ann,  Elizabeth  and  George.  Our  subject  is  the 
father  of  eleven  children.  They  are  Lyman  K  . 
Charles  II..  Laura  R.,  Lewis  s..  Emma,  Angehne 
E.,  Harrison.  Delia,  Sylva,  Lydia  A.  and  Justin  .1. 
The  eMest  son  married  Sarah  Bull  and  has  three 
children — Polina,  Cora  and  Emmet.  Charles  mar- 
ried Nettie  Clark:  they  have  live  children  —  Bert, 
Rosa.  Orral,  Ina  and  lice.  Laura  is  Mrs.  Kirtland 
and  is  the  mother  of  two  daughters — Agnes  and 
Minnie.  Lewis  S.  married  Delia  Ward  and  is  the 
fa  Una-  of  seven  children — Stephen.  Josephine,  .law 
Fred,  Harrison,  Calista  and  Sylva.  Emma  is  now 
Mi's.  Keunie  and  is  tin-  mother  of  two  daughters 
— Grace  and  .Mabel;  Angeline  is  Mrs.  Backus  and 
lias  two  children — Mary  ami  Seward;  Harrison 
married  Flora  Goodwin  and  is  the  father  of  two 
children — Roy  and  Ray;  Delia  is  Mrs.  Blakely  and 

has  one  son.  Ira;  Sylva  is  Mrs.  I'.oice  and  has  two 
children—  Wirt  R.  and  Myrtie;  Lydia  A.  is  Mrs. 
Boice  and  has  two  children — Calista  and  Floyd  S.; 
.Justine  .1.  is  still  at  home. 

In  his  political  predeliction  our  subject  is  a 
Democrat  and  his  first  vote  was  casl  lor  .lames  K. 
1'olk  and  he  has  been  true  to  his  party  ever  since. 
For  fifteen  years  he  has  been  Highwaj  Commis- 
sioner of  the  township.  Mrs.  Iladley  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal   Church.     Our   subject 


has  ever  taken  an  active  part  in  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  welfare  of  the  locality  and  Stale 
and  is  an  enterprising  business  man  of  broad  and 
intelligent  views. 


ir-ta 
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REDERICK  VALENTINE.  This  gentle- 
)  man.  whose  residence  is  in  Manchester, 
owns  a  tine  farm  in  the  township,  which 
attests  by  its  thrift  and  productiveness  the  excel- 
lent qualities  of  thoroughness  and  system  which 
mark  the  owner.  He  was  born  in  Saratoga  County, 
N.  Y.,  June  18,  1810,  his  father,  Frederick  Valen- 
tine, being  a  native  of  New  York,  whose  home  was 
near  the  greal  Eastern  Metropolis  through  his 
early  years,  lb  was  the  son  of  a  Revolutionary 
soldier  whose  memory  is  warmly  cherished  by  the 
family. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  Michigan  in 
1833,  and  look  up  Government  land  in  Manchester 
Township,  but  did  not  have  a  long  residence  here, 
as  he  passed  from  earth  in  1834.  His  worthy  wife, 
Mary  Galispee  Valentine,  was  a  native  of  Ireland 
and  who  came  to  America  after  she  reached  wo- 
manhood, and  spent  some  years  in  New  York  with 
her  parents.  She  died  before  the  emigration  of 
the  family  to  the  West,  being  a  sufferer  by  a 
cancer  and  passing  away  in  the  year  1832.  In 
their  family  of  five  daughters  and  three  sons  our 
subject  is  the  sixth  in  order  of  age,  and  the  only 
one  now  living,  lie  was  twenty-three  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his  father, and 
had  received  his  schooling  in  his  native  place. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Abigail  Bivens 
of  New  York  took   place  in    November,  1836,  and 

resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  daughters  and  one 
son.    namely:     George,    Augusta,    deceased;    Irene. 

.Mi-.  Gardner  Green,  and  Celia,  who  married 
Spencer  M.  Case  and  is  uow  deceased.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  in  August,  1857,  and  Mr. 
Valentine  took  as  his  second  wife  Camilla  D. 
(Nichols)  Mcsher  who  was  the  widow  of  .1.  II. 
Mosher.  She  was  born  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.    V..   June    IS.    L824,  and    married    our   subject. 
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October  13,  1859.  She  had  come  to  Michigan  with 
her  parents  in  IK.'iti  when  she  was  a  young  girl  of 
thirteen, and  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Mosher  brought 
her  one  son  and  one  daughter,  both  of  whom  have 
died,  the  son,  Charles  T..  being  drowned  at  the 
age  of  six  years  and  seven  months,  and  the  daugh- 
ter, Mary  S.,  living  to  reach  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven. 

The  subjecl  lit'  this  sketch  located  upon  a  farm 
which  his  father  had  taken  up,  and  improved  the 
place  by  building  and  cultivation,  remaining  there 
until  1876,  when  he  then  sold  that  property  and 
boughl  a  farm  of  on<  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on 
section  16,  where  he  lived  for  about  fifty  years. 
I'lion  the  li'th  of  June,  1885,  he  retired  from 
business  and  moved  into  the  village  of  Manchester, 
leaving  his  son  to  manage  the  farm.  From  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  has  been 
devoted  to  its  interests  and  before  thai  time  he 
was  a  Whig.  Both  he  and  his  good  wife  are  a<  t- 
ive  members  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mi-.  Valentine  is  pre- 
sented in  connection  with  this  biographical  sketch. 
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.  NDREW   MUEHLIG.     Among  the  gentle- 

fiJ/iJI]  men  prominent  in  business  in  Ann  Arbor 
(!i  there  is  perhaps  no  one  more  worthy  of 
mention  than  the  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Schuh  &  Muehlig,  dealers  in  hardware, 
stoves,  tinware,  mantels,  grates  and  tiling,  who 
also  carry  on  plumbing  and  gas-fitting.  Our  sub- 
jecl is  a  native  of  this  city  where  he  began  his 
earthly  career  November  21,  1860.  He  is  a  son  of 
Floria  and  Christina  Muehlig,  natives  of  Witten- 
berg, who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  here 
landed  in  New  York  City.  The  father  was  a  cab- 
inet-maker and  upon  his  arrival  in  Ann  Arbor  he 
undertook  this  line  of  business, manufacturing  and 
dealing  in  furniture,  and  thus  continuing  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1865,  being  then  in  his  sixtieth 
year.  His  wife  died  in  1883  in  her  sixty-first  year. 
Three  sons  and   one  daughter  constituted  the 

household    of    which    our    -uhjecl    was   a   part,    and 


three  of  that   n  umber  a  re  .-1  ill    living.      Our  subject 

is  the  youngesl  of  thai  number  and  he  grew  up  in 
Ann  ia'bor,  attending  the  public  schools  and  the 
High  School,  and  began  hi>  mercantile  career  as  a 
clerk  in  the  store  of  .J.  F.  Schuh,  when-  he  remained 
for  eighteen  month-.  He  then  went  to  <  hicago 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  llilibard.  Spencer, 
Bartletl  &  Co., as  clerk  in  theii  wholesale  hardware 
establishment.  After  remaining  with  them  for  one 
year  he  returned  to  Michigan  and  at  Reed  <  it\ 
embarked  in  the  hardware  business,  purchasing  the 
stock  of  J.  I..  Rayfuse,  taking  as  his  partner  Theo- 
dore Huss,  under  the  firm  name  of  Muehlig  <4  I  In—. 
This  connection  lasted  for  eighteen  months  when 
both  partner-  sold  out  their  business. 

Returning  to  Ann  Arbor  Mr.  Muehlig  bought  an 
interest  with  J.  F.  Schuh,  thus  forming  the  partner- 
ship in  which  he  now  is  engaged.  They  are  carry- 
ing on  a  large  business  and  handle  a  fine  stock  of 
goods,  occupying  all  the  floors  of  three  stores,  and 
making  a  greal  success  of  their  work  as  they  are 
both  practical  business  men. 

In  1886  our  subject  married  Miss  Julia  Gall,  of 
Ann  Arbor,  daughter  of  John  Gall,  Esq.,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  one -on.  The  political  view- 
Of  our  subject  are  in  harmon\  with  the  declarations 
Of  the  Democratic  party  and  he  isa  stanch  .adherent 
to  its  policy  and  principle.-.       Both   he  and   In-  wife 

are  earne-t  members  of  the  Zion  Lutheran  Church, 

and  their  pleasant  home  at  No.  lit  S.  .Main  Streel 
is  the  abode  of  domestic  h.appine.-s  and  the  center 
of  true  hospitality. 


r— 


HUMAN  L.  (oNKI.IN  i-  a  progressive 
farmer  residing  on  section  17.  Bridgewater 
Township,  lie  was  born  in  Cayuga  County, 
\.  V..  in  Sempronius  Township.  April  22,  1808. 
His  father  was  Abram  Con kl in,  a  native  of  Long 
Island,  who  was  there  reared  and  thence  removed 
to  the  main  laud  in  1798.  lb  foughl  in  the  War 
of  1812  and  acquitted  himself  with  greal  credil   in 

his  military  career.       lie  w  as  a  -on  of  ( 'apt.  (  on  k  I  in 

who  was  Captain  in  the  Revolutionary  War.     Our 
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subject's  mother  was  in  her  maiden  days  a  Miss 
Thankful  Dennis,  a  native  of  New  York,  who  there 
nut  and  married  her  husband.  They  became  the 
parents  of  three  children, two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, all  <>!'  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. 

Mr.  Conklin  is  the  second  son  of  the  family  and 
when  only  six  years  of  age  he  sustained  the  irrep- 
arable bereavement  of  the   loss  of  his  mother  and 

s afterward   went   to   live   with   a   Mr.  Joseph 

Arnold,  where  he  remained  until  eighteen  years 
old.  He  then  went  to  work  on  a  farm  and  received 
the  magnificent  sum  of  $7.50  for  six  months'  work. 
Having  early  been  well  trained  in  the  common 
branches  of  school  work  he  applied  for  a  position 
as  teacher  in  the  district  schools  of  Dennis  Town- 
ship, Cayuga  County.  X.  V.  lie  taught  for  one 
winter  here  and  the  following  six  months  was  en- 
gaged at  the  carpenter's  trade,  spending  the 
winters  in  teaching  in  the  same  township.  The 
following  winter,  ambitious  to  secure  high  edu- 
■ational  advantages  for  himself,  he  entered  the 
academy  a1  Auburn  and  in  1828  divided  his  time 
equally  between  teaching  and  work  at  the  car- 
penter's trade.  Dining  the  years  of  l»2!)-3t)  he 
taught  school  in  Sempronius  Township.  March 
30,  1831,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy 
Lazell,  a  native  of  New  York. 

The  year  following  our  subject's  marriage  he 
and  his  bride  came  to  Michigan  and  proceeding 
directly  to  Bridgewater  Township,  this  county, 
took  up  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  oji 
section  27.  The  place  was  thickly  timbered,  and 
sawing  down  the  logs  he  erected  a  log  house.  I!"5x20 
feet  in  dimensions.  There  they  remained  for 
thirteen  years,  during  which  they  greatly  improved 
the  place.  They  then  removed  to  section  10, 
where  our  subject  lived  for  two  years.  lie  sold 
that  place  in  1M17  and  purchased  a  farm  where  he 
now  lives.  At  the  time  of  his  entrance  upon  this 
place  there  was  only  a  log  house  and  barn  break- 
ing the  monotony  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
This  he  has  improved  with  a  first-class  grade  of 
buildings,  has  cultivated,  cleared  and  planted  until 
it  is  a  model  of  agricultural   neatness  and    beauty. 

Oursubjed  and  his  wife  have  been  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  six  sous  anil  two   daughters,    whose 


names  are  as  follows:  Day.  Lee,  Otilia,  Dorr.  Rha, 
Mark.  Sarahphine  and  Lloyd.  The  lirst  named 
was  born  in  Bridgewater  Township,  January  2.">. 
1833  and  claims  the  distinction  of  being  the  firsl 
white  hoy  born  in  the  township.  He  married 
September  22,  1  s r> 7  Sarah  P..  Woodruff,  who  died, 
and  he  was  a  second  time  married  in  1875,  his 
choice  being  Julia  M.  Braman,  a  native  of  New 
York  who  was  born  August  29,  l.s:;'J.  They  have 
two  daughters — Clara  and  Edna  and  all  reside 
with  our  subject.  Pee  resides  in  Hillsdale  County 
and  is  a  farmer  by  occupation;  Otdia  died  at  the 
age  of  forty  years;  Dorr  is  a  farmer  in  Hillsdale 
County;  Rha  resides  in  Manchester  and  is  a  broom- 
maker  by  trade;  Mark  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
years;  Sarahphine  is  the  wife  of  A.  Runyan  and 
resides  in  Jackson  County  and  Lloyd  lives  in 
Lenawee  County,  having  a  farm  in  Franklin 
Township. 

It  is  plain  that  .Mr.  Conklin  is  the  oldest  settler, 
now  living  in  the  township  of  Bridgewater.  They 
celebrated  their  sixtieth  wedding  anniversary, 
March  30,  1891.  They  have  eighteen  grandchil- 
dren and  four  great-grandchildren.  Our  subject 
has  always  stood  high   in    the    respect    of    the    com- 

munity.     For  ten  years  he  was  Supervisor  of  his 

township  and  Township  Clerk  for  one  year,  serv- 
ing as  School  Inspector  for  about  thirty  years,  lie 
is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  affiliation  and  has 
done  good  work  for  his  party.  Mrs.  Conklin  was 
born  in  Cayuga  County.  N.  V..  April  II.  1809, and 
was  there  reared.  She  was  the  tenth  in  order  of 
birth  of  twelve  children  born   to  Calvin  and    Small 

(Stocking)  Lazell. 


— i s-- 


^m>^-<§^ 


i^VpLSON  SUTHERLAND.  The  gentleman 
J    who  is  at    the    present    tune    responsible    to 

1  Z.  the  corporation  of  Ann  Arbor  for  the  con- 
dition of  its  streets,  is  he  whose  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch.  lie  was  horn  ill  Pitlsfield 
Township,  five  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Ann 
Arbor,  August  is.  1840.  lb-  is  a  -on  of  Langford 
and  Lydia  (  McMichael )  Sutherland,  both  natives  of 
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New  York  and  born  near  Penn  Yan.  Our  subject's 
parents  came  to  Washtenaw  County  in  ls.">2  and 
settled  where  their  son  Nelson  was  born.  Thej 
there  secured  a  farm  of  four  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  and  made  thai  their  home  until  June,»1864. 

The  decease  of  our  subject's  father  occurred 
June,  I  mi!  I  when  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years; 
his  widow  is  -till  living  al  the  old  home  place  and 
is  now  eighty-five  years  of  age  and  in  spite  of  her 
advanced  years  has  retained  her  faculties  to  a  re- 
markable degree  and  is  an  interesting  as  well  as  a 
well-preserved  woman.  (Mir  subjeel  is  one  of  a 
l'aniiU  of  eighl  children,  he  being  the  sixth  in 
order  of  birth.  He  lived  at  home  until  reaching 
his  majority  and  then  engaged  in  farming  on  ;i 
trad  of  eighty  acres  remaining  there  until  he  was 
twenty-flvc  years  of  age,  during  which  time  he 
had  added  to  his  original  purchase  until  it  com- 
prised two  hundred  and  ten  acres.  This  he  sold 
out  before  removing  to  the  town. 

On   becoming  a  citizen  of   Ann    Arbor,    Nelson 

Sutherland  was  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff  of  the 
county  under  Welch  A-  Wallace  and  has  served 
in  that  capacity  for  eleven  years.  Five  years 
ago  he  was  elected  to  the  City  Council  and 
two  years  later  he  was  made  street  Commissioner 
by  popular  vote  and  ha-  served  three  years  in  that 
capacity,  giving  il  during  that  time  his  constant 
and  persona]  attention. 

.Mr.  Sutherland  was  married  November  22.  1866 
to  Miss  Gabie  Drake,  a  daughter  of  I..  C.  and 
Sarah  (Rorabacher)  Drake,  of  Green  Oak,  Living- 
ston County.  Mrs.  Sutherland  was  born  near 
Pick ne \ .  Livingston  County,  April  10,  is  1(1.  She 
is  a  well-educated  ami  accomplished  lady  and  aftei 
completing  her  course  -he  engaged  in  teaching. 
Our  Subjeel  anil  his  wife  have  two  children.  They 
areFrankand  Ada  A., who  is  now  Mrs.  I..  P.Jocelyn 

of    this   city;    Frank    IS    a     dental     -Indent     in     the 

University,  The  daughter  is  a  graduate  from  the 
High  school.  Although  a  Democrat  in  hi-  politi- 
cal predelictions,  our   subjeel    was   elected    to   the 

Council  li\  the  Republican  FOte,  which  -peaks 
volumes  for  hi-  popularity  as  a  man  and  the  esti- 
mation  in    which   hi'   i-  held    l>\     society-    in    general. 

lie  and  his  wife  arc  associated  in  their  church  rela- 
tion- with  the  Congregational  denomination.     Be- 


sides the  plca-anl  home  in  which  he  and  hi-  family 
reside  Mr.  Sutherland  ha-  other  residence  property 
and  line  business  property.     Hi-  place  of  residence 

is  located  on  South    Division  -licet. 


^D 


'  olI.N  (  .  CHALMERS.  There  is  probably 
no  family  in  Pittsfield  Township,  better 
known  for  intelligence  and  character  than 
than  that  which  i-  represented  l>\  the  name 
jusl  given.  Our  subject  was  horn  in  New  York 
City.  January  '.».  1843,  being  the  -on  of  Dr. 
Thomas  C.  and  Margaret  (McGowen)  Chalmers, 
i  he  former  being  a  native  of  Saratoga  County, and 

the  mother,    of     Schenectady.       The     father     w  a-  in 

active  practice  as  a  physician  in  New  York  City 
and  was  a  graduate  of  Union  ( lollege,  and  this  son 
spent  his  early  life  in  that  city,  remaining  there 
until  the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  in 
1864.  After  attending  the  city  school-  he  gradu- 
ated from  the  University  of  New  York  in  the  Class 
of  'ill.  and  began  life  for  himself  upon  a  farm  in 
Mont  g<  imery  <  'omit  v. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject,  March  28,  L867, 
united  him  with  Agnes,  daughter  of  Alexander 
Gilchrist  of  Wes1  Charleston,  Saratoga  County. 
Mr.  Gilchrist  wasa  farmer  and  had  five  children. 
•Agnes,  Marion.  A  una.  .lame- and  Alexander,  and 
all  except  Mrs.  Chaliner.-  are  al  home.  Our  sub- 
ject lost  his  wife  by  death  in  1875  at  Amsterdam, 
N.  Y..  and  was  again  married  in  1876  to  Gertrude 
Plisby,  daughter  of  Marcus  W.  Plisby,  a  fanner  in 
Montgomery  County.  To  her  have  been  granted 
tin  e  children,  Marcus,  <  leorge  and  Virginia,  all  of 
whom  are  living. 

Mr.  Chalmers  followed  farming  and  stock-rais 
ing  in  \e»  "idrk  until  he  came  lo  Michigan  in 
February7,  1890,  and  located  on  section  2.  of  Pitts- 

liehl  Township,  wheic     he     ha-    a     line   farm  of  one 

hundred  acres  in  high  state  of  cultivation.  Me 
make- a  specialty  of  Guernsey  cattle  and  keeps 
aboul  twelve  head  and  is  a  member  of  the  associa- 
tion.    He  claims  thai  this    breed    of  cattle  is  more 
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valuable  than  the  Jerseys  as  the  cows  give  more 
and  richer  milk.  He  says  that  he  has  the  Hrs1  of 
this  kind  of  stock  that  was  ever  brought  to  this 
country.  He  handles  a  fine  grade  of  horses  and 
has  one  horse  of  especially  good  Mood  which  he 
brought  with  him  from  New  York.  He  keeps  only 
the  common  breeds  of  sheep. 

hi  political  matters  Mr.  Chalmers  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party  and  for  ten  years  he  was  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  New  York,  lie  has  also  been 
Township  Auditor  and  Highway  Commissioner, 
but  since  coming  to  Michigan  has  dropped  polities 
lint  still  maintains  his  interest  in  educational  mat- 
ters.  Our  subject  does  not  belong  to  any  church 
organizations  hut  his  family    are  all  Presbyterians. 


— j  -5-  -5-  -5»  -5-  i 


\  ■S"S"5,«5,b 


S^HAUNCEY    KNAPP.    deceased,     rt  is  with 
ureal  interest  that  the  biographer   takes  up 

J  the  pen  to  give  the  life  narrative  of  a  man 
who  was  for  so  many  years  identified  with  the  his- 
tory of  tin  hot  movementsof  Washtenaw  County. 
Mr.  Knap))  was  horn  in  Connecticut,  at  Barkhan- 
sted,  April  6,  1797,  and  was  one  in  a  family  of 
eight  children,  their  parents  being  Abijah  and 
Nancy  (  Phelps)  Knapp.  both  natives  of  (  onnecti- 
cut.  The  mother's  father  lived  to  the  extreme 
age  of  one  hundred  and  seven  years  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  was  greatly  revered  by  his  posterity. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  are  as 
follows:  Phelps,  who  sper.t  his  days  in  Philadel- 
phia and  left  two  sons:  Nancy,  who  became  Airs. 
Bushnell,  and  Located  in  Illinois:  Barnabas,  who 
married  Lois  Hyde,  of  Steuben,  X.  Y.;  Dr.  Loman, 
who  spent  his  life  in  Illinois  and  Texas,  and  died 
at  Dallas;  Zelotus,  who  married  Ann  Baker,  and 
spent  his  life  near  Tillin.  ( )hio.  and  ( Jarden  <  irove, 
Iowa,  where  he  died,  leaving  a  family  of  seven  or 
eight  children;  Edward,  who  married  MissE.  Hyde 
and  still  resides  in  New  York. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Julia  A.,  daughter  of  Kitchell  Bell,  of  Sodus, 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  They  came  to  Ann  Arbor 
about   tin'  year   1829,  having  previously  resided  for 


a  short  time  in  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  and  after- 
ward in  Ypsilanti.  lie  established  in  Ann  Arbor 
the  first  woolen  factory  there  and  carried  it  on  for 
about  two  years, after  which  he  sold  out  to  Brown, 
Kellogg  <Vf  Co..  and  then  established  a  similar  mill 
in  Ypsilanti,  which  he  successfully  operated  until 
the  year  1840,  after  which  he  devoted  himself  to 
farming  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  education  and  ability, 
and  held  the  School  Inspectorship throughou I  most 
Of   his  residence  in  this  county. 

The  family  of  our  subject  consisted  of  four 
children:  Louisa,  now  Mrs.Benjamin  S.Voorhees; 
Alfred  J.,  who  married  .lane  Crosby  in  1861,  and 
has  a  family  of  three  children;  Hiram  S.,  who 
married  Kate  C.  Filler  and  has  one  child,  Edwin 
F.;  and  Kittie  F..  wife  of  S.  Frank  Augustus,  of 
Washtenaw  County,  by  whom  she  has  one  child. 
Alfred  .1. 

Alfred  .1.  Knapp,  the  eldest  son  of  our  subject, 
purchased  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  about 
the  year  1855,  and  he  now  has  in  his  possession  a 
splendid  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  lie 
is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views,  and  has  con- 
sistently   voted    with    that     party.      His     wife     is    a 

daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Johnston)  Crosby. 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Dumfrees,  Scot- 
land, where  they  grew  to  maturity,  were  married 
and  together  came  to  Orleans  County.  X.  Y.. where 
four  children  were  born  to  them:  David,  Jane 
Ahira  and  Ezra  II.  They  came  to  Wayne  County 
in  1  X  I  1.  anil  here  four  more  children  came  to  bless 
their  home — lolin  .1..  Esther  J.,  James  I).  and  Ed- 
ward W.,  all  of  whom  are  still  living.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Crosby  died  in  Wayne  County,  this  State, 
in  1856,  of  typhoid  fever,  passing  a\\ay  within 
eleven  days  of  each  other.     On  both  sides  of  the 

family  they  were  of  good  old-fashioned  Presbyte- 
rian -lock,  and  as  a  farmer  he  was  remarkable  for 
his  success. 

The  widow  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of 

Kitchell  and  Susan  (Smith)  Bell,  and  the  father  of 
litis  Susan  Smith    was  a   Major    who    served    in    the 

Revolutionary  War.  The  family  is  proud  to  re- 
late that  he  was  one  of  those  In  iocs  who  endured 
privations  and  sufferings  with  Washington  during 
that   terrible   winter  at  Valley  Forge.     Thc\    have 
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also  records  showing  thai  he  assisted  in  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Hessians  on  tint  memorable  (  hristmas 
Eve,  and  thai  lie  served  through  all  thai  period  of 
conflicl  and  was  present  at  the  Etna!  surrender  of 
( 'orn  w .- 1 1 1  i s  at   Yorktown. 


l  <_Ji„>  t 


ATHANIEL  SCIIMID.  Anion-  the  active 
)  businessmen  of  the  village  of  Manchester 
is  this  gentleman  who  is  a  native  of  Wash- 
tenaw County,  bis  birth  having  taken  place  June 
20,  1854,  in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor.  I  lis  father  is 
tin-  Rev.  Frederick  Schmid,  a  sketch  of  whom  will 
In'  found  with  thai  given  of  another  son,  Frederick 
Schmid,  one  of  the  residents  of  Ann  Arbor.  The 
parents  had  a  true  patriarchal  family  of  twelve, 
and  five  brothers  and  four  sisters  are  still  living. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  High  School  at 
Ann  Arbor  and  came  to  Manchester  as  manager 
for  the  firm  of  Mack  a-  Schmid,  who  were  handling 
dry  goods  and  notions  here  in  I <-> 7 ( > .  After  a 
while  he  bought  out  the  linn  and  has  since  con- 
tinued alone  in  this  business.  His  marriage  Oc- 
tober 10,  1878  brought  to  his  home  a  faithful 
helpmate  in  the  person  of  Joannah  Lehn,  who  was 
born  in  Manchester  Township,  Washtenaw  County, 
December  19,  1857.  she  is  the  second  daughter 
of  Conrad  and  Magdalene  (Hagg)  Lehn.  Her 
father,  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to  Manchester 
in  1854  and  here  buill  five  stores  and  six  dwelling 
houses.  I le  was  one  of  the  lirst  German  business 
men  in  the  village  and  was  in  the  hardware  and 
grocery  business.  He  for  main  years  filled  the 
olfice  of  Treasurer  and  was  a  member  of  the  Village 
Council,  lie  died  Eel mia r\  20,  1890,  having  been 
bereaved  of  his  faithful  wife  -Inly  ::.  1873. 

Mr.  Schmid  is  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
in  Manchester,  is  a  member  of  the  Village  Council, 
and  ha-  been  for  four  years  a  School  Inspector. 
He  was  village  Treasurer  for  eighl  years  and  is 
Presidenl  pro-tern  of  the  village  Hoard.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  ITnited 
Workmen,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Work- 
men's Aid  Society,  of  which  he  is  President  and  is 


also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 
As  Mr.  Schmid  has  so  wide  an  acquaintance  among 
the  foreign  born  population  he  has  a  large  busim  -- 
for  them  as'a  Notary  Public,  and  in  negotiating 
exchanges, and  is  also  in  the  insurance  business. 
lie  was  Treasurer  for  the  siate  Association  of  the 
German  Workman's  Aid  Society  for  two year-  and 
in  that  capacity  handle-  some  190,000  yearly. 

Besides  the  lines  of  business  already  indicated. 
Mr.  Schmid  is  in  the  woo]  business,  buying  and 
selling,  and  is  also  in  the  manufacturing  business 
with  Mr.  Kimble,  manufacturing  'he  iron  clad 
stone  boal  which  was  patented  by  Mr.  W.  Kimble 
in  1889.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schmid  are  the  parents  of 
one  son  and  four  daughters,  namely:  A I  ma.  Louise, 
Nathaniel.  Marie  and  Amanda  and  the  domestic 
happiness  found  in  this  home  makes  a  bright  spot, 
and  is  promotive  of  much  true  sociability. 


^p^EORGE  NELSON,  M.  D.  This  professional 
((  <—  gentleman,  whose  skill  in  the  healing  art  is 
s^j)  well-known  not  only  through  Salem  Town- 
ship, but  also  throughout  Washtenaw  County.  was 
born  in  Romulus,  N.  Y..  in  the  year  1807.  He  re- 
mained in  his  native  town  until  he  attained  his 
majority  and  read  medicine  in  New  York,  making 
a  specialty  of  the  studj  of  botany  and  botanical 
remedies.  It  was  after  the  year  1831  that  Dr. 
Nelson  came  to  Washtenaw  County  and  since  then 
he  has  made  it  his  home.  lie  has  followed  farm- 
ing in  connection  with  his  pract  ice.  anil  in  the 
latter  department  of  his  efforts  he  has  Keen  \  cr\ 
Successful.  lie  ha-  gained  a  wide  reputation  for 
what  he  has  accomplished,  especially  in  dillicult 
cases,  as  he  has  carried  through  to  success  some 
cases  which  are  considered  almost  miraculous. 

In  1831  Dr.  Nelson  married  Miss  Mary  Cogswell, 
ami  unto  them  were  bom  -i\  children  who  reached 
the  age  of  maturity,  namely:  Darwin.  Lucinda, 
Elijah,  Mary,  George  and  Harvey.  Darwin  resides 
in  Salem  Township,  and  has  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren.    Lucinda  became  the  wife  of  John  Slyfield, 
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,-ind  has  four  children,  while  Elijah,  who  married  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Hamilton,  has  five  children, 
and  Mary,  Mrs.  Ephraim  Parkridge  is  the  mother 
of  two.  George  married  Alice  Waters,  and  they 
have  two  children,  and  Harvey  with  his  wife  Allie 
Rundall  and  their  three  children  reside  on  the  old 
homestead. 

Dr  Nelson  was  bereaved  of  his  faithful  and  be- 
loved wife,  November  8,  L889,  as  she  then  passed 
away  in  her  seventy-seventh  year.  He,  as  well  as 
his  good  wife,  has  Long  been  a  member  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  and  their  children  have  been 
brought  up  in  the  faith  of  the  Christian   religion. 

In  his  political  views  the  Doctor  is  a  Republican 
and  he  was  a  warm  supporter  of  the  Government 
during  the  Civil  War,  and  he  came  from  good  old 
patriotic  stuck,  his  grandfather  having  been  one  of 
the  heroes  iii  the  Revolutionary  War  while  his 
father  took  part  in  the  War  of  1X12.  As  tar  as  he 
knows,  both  his  father.  .lames  Nelson,  and  his 
mother.  Bosanna  Post,  were  natives  of  New  Jersey. 
Mr.  Nelson  owns  a  handsome  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  all  of  which  is  in  a  tine  condition 
and  well  cultivated,  besides  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  elsewhere  in  Michigan  and  Indiana. 


*=*E 
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ENJAMIN  S.   VOORHEES.     We   now   pre- 
sent   to    our    readers  a  member   of  a   well- 


■ — '     charactei  and  ability  has  been  conceded  for 


perior  Township,  was  born  in  Seneca  County.  N  Y. 
and  came  with  his  parents,  James  N.  and  Martha 
(Swartout)  Voorhees,  to  the  West.  The  father 
was  born  in    New  Jersey,  June  '2'.),  1796,  and  the 

mother  had  her  birth  in  1799,  and  is  supposed  by 
her  son  to  have  been  a  native,  as  he  is  himself,  of 
Seneca  County. 

The  children  of  this  worthy  family  were  John. 
Ralph  S..  Jane.  Benjamin  S.  Stephen.  William  S., 
Lois  and  Peter.  All  have  passed  away  except 
our    subject    and    his    two    sistCl >.  -lane   and    Lois, 


Ralph  was  born  in  1819,  and  married  Elizabeth 
Lee;  Jane,  who  was  born  in  1821,  married  Truman 
Rowley,  and  the\  had  a  family  as  follows:  Albert 
J.,  who  married  Frankie  Whipple;  .Mary,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Gilberl  Whipple;  James  E.,  who  married 
Maggie  Melndes;  Alva  A.,  who  took  to  wife  Net- 
tic  Agnew;  Martha;  William,  who  married  Mary 
Mills;   and  Frederick  J. 

Stephen  Voorhees,  one  of  the  brothers  of  our 
subject  married  Margaret  Miller,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son,  George,  who  married  Mary  E.  Bucklin; 
and  William  married  Elizabeth  Lee.  by  whom  he 
had  two  children.  Frank  C.  and  William  S.  Lois 
is  the  wife  of  Andrew  J.  Leetch.and  Peter  died  un- 
married. 

Benjamin  S.  Voorhees  came,  as  did  all  his  broth- 
ers and  sisters,  with  their  parents  to  Washtenaw 
County,  and  located  in  Superior  Township,  in 
1830.  Then'  they  all  grew  up  together  to  years 
of  maturity  and  usefulness.  On  the  9th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1X17.  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Annis,  daughter  of  Esquire  ('.Merrill, 
and  to  them  came  the  bright  and  beautiful  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  have  lived  to  years  of  matu- 
rity. George  W.  married  Mary  Markell.  and 
makes  his  home  in  Detroit;  Mary  A.  is  now  the 
wife  of  William  11.  Deubel;  Elsie  S.  is  Mrs.Weslej 
J.  Fair.  Both  Charles  S.  and  Ida  11.  died  when 
quite  young. 

The  first  Mrs.  Voorhees  was  called  from  the 
responsibilities  of  a  wife  and  mother  in  1864, 
and  our  subject  was  afterward  married  to  Harriet 
L.  Lawrence.  One  son  has  resulted  from  this 
union — Frederick,  who  was  born  July  18,  1869. 
Mr.  Voorhees  has  always  followed  farming  and 
stock-raising,  and  owns  a  handsome  estate  near 
Vpsilanti.  The  Voorhees  family  have  been  old- 
line  WhigS,  and  since  the  Organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party  have  voted  that  ticket. 

The  present  Mrs.  Voorhees  is  a  daughter  of 
Chauncy  Knapp,  a  native  of  Granville,  Mass.,  who 
grew  to  manhood  in  Connecticut,  lb'  was  born 
April  (i.  1798,  and  was  the  fifth  in  age  in  a  family 
ot  eight  who  reached  mature  years.  In  1830  Mr. 
Knapp  located  in  Washtenaw  County,  where  he 
reared  his  family  and  lived  throughout   his  earthly 

existence,     In  her  youth  this  lad\  married  James 
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K.  Lawrence,  who  died  in  March,  1861,  leaving  a 
wife  and  a  son,  Willard  E.,  who  is  now  :i  resident 
of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  when-  he  pursues  the  calling  of 
n  cabinet-maker. 


-^^11 
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->  MAM  EL    GLIMPS.      Bridgewater  Town- 
ship is  in  the  southern   tier    in    Washtenaw 
->   County,   and     is    charmingly    watered    by 


lakes  and  rivers,  and  boasts  most  excellent  high- 
ways. Section  28  is  south  of  the  central  portion 
of  the  township,  and  is  advantageously  located. 
being  divided  by  one  of  the  best  highways  of  the 
region.  One  of  the  besl  farms  owned  here  is  that 
of  Emanuel  Glimps,  who  resides  on  section  28. 
Here  our  subject  has  lived,  or  iii  the  immediate 
vicinity,  since  L838,  and  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  all  the  conditions  of  country  and  climate, 
and  how  to  treat  the  soil  so  that  it  will  produce 
most  prolifically. 

Mr.  < ;  1  i  i  ii  i  is-  was  born  in  New  Jersey.  September 
6,  1813.  lie  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  Glimps,  a 
native  of  the  same  State  and  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  was  married  in  his  native  State  to  Miss 
Margaret  Windeld  and  moved  to  Ontaiiot  ounty, 
N.  Y..  settling  in  Phelps  Township,  where  he  died 
in  1833.  Our  subject's  mother  died  September20, 
1849.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  live 
-ons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  grew  tO  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  Only  two  are  now  living 
— our  subject  and  a  brother,  Edward,  who  lives 
with  him. 

Mr.  Glimps  is  the  third  son  and  third  child  of 
the  family,  lie  was  eight  year-  old  when  he  went 
to  New  "t  oik  state  with  hi-  parent-,  and  remained 
there  until  1838,  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  pro- 
ceeding at  once  to  Washtenaw  County,  where  he 
has  ever  since  resided,  lie  located  at  that  time 
on  section  23,  there  being  a  log  house  on  the 
place.  Eighteen  acre-  had  been  partially  improved, 
the  farm  comprising  eighty  acres.  Tin-  our  sub- 
ject cleared  and  improved,  remaining  upon  it  until 
1881.  lie  still  owns  the  farm  from  which  he 
moved  to  theone  where  he  now  resides. 


Mr.  Glimps  took  a  partner  of  hi-  sorrows  and 
joys  Januarj  7.  1*17.  at  which  time  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Elinor  Jacobs,  a  native  of  New  York,  and 
there  horn  Eebruarj  II.  L824.  She  is  the  first 
daughter  and  child  of  William  and  Margaret 
(Wainwright)  Jacobs,  and  was  reared  in  the  Em- 
pire State  until  ten  year-  of  age,  when  -he  came 
to  the  Wolverine  State  with  her  grandparents  in 
1833.  They  settled  in  Bridgewater  Township, 
thi-  county.  Our  subject's  brother  above  men- 
tioned was  horn  in  Orange  (ounty.  N.  V..  August 
2(1.  1819.  Tin'  two  have  lived  together  and 
farmed  the  same  property  together  all  their  lives. 
The  place  whereon  our  subjeel  resides  comprises 
ninety  acre-.  They  also  own  eighty  acre-  apiece 
on  section  23,  and  the  farm  on  section  26.  The\ 
are  not  actively  employed  in  farming  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  leaving  it  to  tenants  to  a  great  extent. 
Politically  Emanuel  Glimps  is  a  Prohibitionist,  as 
is  also  his  brother. 


-**n  i. , .  ,  i  ,,  •..  ,^^||-|^j^ 


RNEST  A.  CLARK,  M.  D.  Anion-  the 
prominent  men  of  the  learned  professions 
in  Ann  Arbor,  and  eminently   useful  in  the 

alleviation  of  distress,  is  he  whose  name  we  now 
give,  lie  was  horn  in  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
Canada.  December  21.  1865,  and  was  the  eldest 
son  of  Dr.  (1.  E.  Clark,  an  eminent  physician  of 
(  anada,  who  practiced  for  many  years  in  Ontario, 
ami  who  i-  still  actively  engaged  iii  the  pursuit  of 
his  professii in. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  hore  the  maiden 
name  of  Abigail  A.  Burtch.  she  was  a  native  of 
Canada.     Ernest  passed  hi-  hoy  hood  in  hi-   native 

C I  \  .  attending  I  he  common  scl 1-.  and  after- 
ward entered  the  Collegiate  Institute,  after  which 
he -pent  three  year-  at  Woodstock  College,  and 
then  returned  home  to  assist  his  father  iii  the 
office  and  to  read  medicine. 

The  young  man  matriculated  in  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Toronto,  (anada.  and 
in  the  fall  Of  1**7  he  came  to  Ann  Arbor  and  en- 
tered the  Homeopathic  Department  of  the  l  niver- 
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sity  of  Michigan,  where  he  took  his  diploma  in 
1890.  lie  then  became  Assistant  to  the  chair  of 
Operating  Ophthalmology,  and  in  the  following 
year  became  Assistant  to  the  chair  of  Surgery. 

Since  coining  to  Ann  Arbor,  the  Doctor  has  car- 
ried on  a  general  practice,  and  in  addition  to  that 
holds  a  position  as  City  Physician.  He  is  a  mem- 
her  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy  and 
the  State  Homeopathic  Medical  Society.  No  man 
is  more  thoroughly  liked  in  Ann  Arbor  for  his 
geniality  and  kindly  demeanor  toward  all  with 
whom  lie  comes  in  contact. 


J>?^C 


*Vf  BTHUR  JAMES  KITSON  is  a  contractor 

and  builder  residing  at  No.  2 1  Geddes  Ave- 
nue, in  the  beautiful  college  town  of  Ann 
■Qj  Arbor.      Mr.Kitson  has  a  tine  home  which 

is  furnished  most  attractively  and  is  presided  over 
with  grace  and  dignity  by  his  wife,  who  is  a  woman 
of  great  intelligence  and  more  than  ordinary  abil- 
ity. Our  subject  was  bom  April  24,  1860,  at 
Greenwich,  a  suburb  of  London.  His  parents  were 
James  and  Sarah  (Unit)  Kitson,  both  natives  of  the 
Mother  Country,  the  former  of  Yorkshire  and  the 
Latter  of  Somersetshire.  In  June.  1881,  James 
Kitson  came  to  this  country  and  lived  a  retired  life 
in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  his  decease  taking  place 
January  20,  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  He 
was  a  master  bricklayer,  but  did  a  general  con- 
tracting business.  Mr.Kitson  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  order  to  settle  an  estate  of  a  brother  Charles 
who  had  died  here.  Our  subject's  mother  died  in 
her  native  land. 

Arthur  James  Kitson  is  the  seventh  in  order  of 
birth  of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  seven  of  whom 
are  now  living  and  six  of  them  being  residents  of 
Ann  Arbor.  The  children  that  still  survive  are 
Mary  Ann.  Emma,  Walter.  Fred,  Louisa  S.  J..  Ar- 
thur J.,  Ernest  Charles  and  Henry  Albeit.  While 
slid  in  his  native  land  our  subject  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship for  five  years  and  three  months  with 
John  Pound,  a  builder,  of  Lee,  Kent  County,  walk- 


ing from  two  and  a  half  to  three  miles  daily  to  and 
from    his   work. 

In  1KK2  our  subject  came  to  this  country  and 
worked  for  four  years  as  a  journeyman  and  since 
that  time  he  has  been  contracting,  taking  all  kinds 
of  contract  work.  At  the  present  time  he  employs 
about  fourteen  men.  lie  has  built  four  bouses 
where  he  now  lives.  Our  subject's  marriage  took 
place  June  2;:.  1885,  at  which  time  he  was  united 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Mummery,  of  Ann  Arbor.  The 
lady  is  :i  daughter  of  Arthur  Joseph  Mummery, 
who  is  Janitor  of  the  High  School.  She  was  born 
in  Kent  County,  England.  Decembei  24.  1864. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kit- 
son — Arthur  James;  who  was  born  April  19,  1886; 
and  Walter  Rowland,  March  24,1890.  Both  our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  lie  being  a  Trustee  of  the  same, 
and  also  Superintendent  of  the  Mission  Sunday- 
school.  In  1891  Mr.  Kitson  was  elected  Alderman 
from  his  ward  by  the  Republican  party  and  is  at 
the  present  time  serving  his  first  year.  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  providing  lights  for 
the  city  and  also  for  attending  to  sidewalks  and 
special   license. 

In  co  i  in  eel  ion  with  this  brief  sketch  may  be  found 
a  portrait  of  Mr.  Kitson. 


— *• 
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j  ATTHEW  SEEGER.  A  prominenl  Ger- 
man-American citizen  and  a  fanner  who 
keeps  abreast  with  the  progress  of  the 
limes,  and  one  who  lias  made  a  record  for 
himself  in  the  annals  of  his  adopted  country  by 
running  the  chances  of  war.  is  he  whose  name  is 
at  the  head  of  our  sketch.  He  is  a  native  of  Wit- 
tenberg, Germany,  and  was  there  born  February 
11.  1839.  His  parents,  Matthew  and  Christine 
Seeger,  lived-  in  Germany  for  many  years  and 
were  there  farmers.  Our  subject's  immediate  pro- 
genitor came  to  America  in  1852,  crossing  the 
ocean  on  a  sailing  vessel,  the  voyage  taking  fifty- 
two  days.  After  Landing  in  New  York  he  came 
direct  to  Ann  Arbor  and  soon  after  located  in   Lodi 
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Township,  where  he  lived  for  fourteen  years.  He 
then  made  his  home  with  our  subject  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  aboul  1*72.  :ii  the  age  of 
sixty-1  w<  i  \  ears. 

M  r.  Seeger  was  reared  under  the  influences  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  that  being  the  chosen  creed  of 
his  parents.  His  mother  died  September  '■>.  IK7'.t. 
She  was  born  in  1815.  Four  children  blessed  the 
union  of  our  subject's  parents,  of  these  two  are 
living  at  the  present  time.  Matthew  was  thirteen 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  America, 
lie  attended  school  in  Germany  seven  years  prior 
tocoraingto  this  country  and  he  afterward  at- 
tended the  district  schools  in  this  county  to  seme 
extent,  bul  soon  began  the  serious  business  of 
making  a  living. 

At  fourteen  years  of  age  our  subjed  began 
working  out  ms  a  farm  laborer,  the  first  year  re- 
ceiving for  his  services  $3  per  month,  the  second 
year  $4  and  soon  until  he  had  received  $800  in 
wages.  In  the  time  of  our  country's  peril,  and 
when  the  Southern  and  lower  Middle  States 
were  reeking  with  blood,  he  enlisted  in  the 
army  in  1862,  joining  the  Twentieth  Michigan 
infantry,  Company  1).  and  under  Col.  Williams, 
lie  wms  nt  the  battle  of  Horse  Shoe  Bend  with  Mor- 
gan, he  was  alsoa  participant  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg  and  Jackson,  then  went  to  Kentucky  and 
from  thai  point  to  East  Tennessee.  In  the  siege 
of  Knoxville  he  experienced  the  dread  of  threat- 
ening famine,  his  regimenl  beingshortof  rations 
for  some  time.  He  served  through  the  East  Ten- 
nessee en  gagemenl  during  the  winter  of  1863-64. 
In  the  spring  of  1864    he   returned  to  Annapolis, 

Md.,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Armyof  the  l'oi ac, 

and  was  in  all  the  engagements  until  the  end  of 
the  war.  He  foughl  al  Petersburg,  Spottsylvania, 
Cold  Harbor  andin  minor  engagements.  May  12. 
1864,  he  was  wounded  in  the  engagement  al 
Spottsylvania  by  a  shol  in  the  breast.  Again  on 
July  30,  of  the  same  year  he  wms  shol  in  the 
shoulder  at  the  engagement  before  Petersburg.  He 
was  Corporal  in  his  regiment  and  a1  the  end  of  his 
service  received  an  honorable  discharge. 

In  1866  Mr.  Seeger  purchased  the  farm  upon  which 
he  .-it  presenl  resides  and  has  since  made  this  his 
honie.     Thai  same  year  he  wms  united  in  marriage 


to  Miss  Christina  Hack,  who  was  born  in  fi   rmani 

and  iM  me  to  t  hi-  count  r\  with  her  parents  in  1863. 
Ten  children  have  been  horn  to  this  interesting 
couple.  They  are,  Katie,  John  G., Mary  I...  Emma 
I...  Louisa  I)..  John  I'..  Matthew,  George  W., 
Robert  E.  and  Ann  C.  Of  these  two  are  deceased. 
A  Republican  in  his  political  affiliations,  our  sub- 
jed  h:e-    been    recognized    in    the    town-hip  as  a 

worker.       For    two    years    he    served     as   Town-hip 

Treasurer  and  for  five  years  acted  as  Supervisor 
and  for  nearly  fifteen  years  has  been  a  School  Di- 
rector. Ibj  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  and  to  the  Arbeiter  Society.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Mr. Seeger  is  the  owner  of  ninety-seven  acres  of 
hind  which  he  devotes  to  general  farming,  lie 
here  raises  m!1  kinds  of  cereals  and  also  breeds 
stock,  lie  -tailed  unt  in  life  with  no  means, 
whatever,and  besides  bringing  up  honorably  and 
well  m  large  family  of  children  Iims  acquired  a 
comfortable  property.  He  is  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  German  Washtenaw  Mutual  Insurance 
(  ompMiiv.  of  t  his  county. 


!  '    3fc-<SiN*=-H 
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f  sa  M.  DARLING.  Almost  seventy  years 
( ■/  I  have  passed  over  the  head  of  the  gentle- 
man who  is  the  subjed  of  this  -ketch. 
leaving  their  impress  in  the  whitening 
hair  and  lined  features,  bul  while  the  outer,  gar- 
ment of  the  soul  shows  the  wear  and  tear  of  year-. 
the  man  himself  is  richer  and  noblei  and  grander 
for  the  experiences  that  each  successive  decade  has 
brought  him.  He  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  in  Au- 
gusta Township  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  pleasant 
home  on  section  12.  lie  is  a  native  of  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  March  10,    1824.    His 

parent-  were  Kphraini  and  Ann  (Markhaui)  Darl- 
ing, both  natives  of  New  England.  Ephraim  Darl- 
ing was  .a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  out 
subject  is  proud  of  the  fact  that  his  ancestors  were 
loyal  citizens  of  the  Union,  who  offered  their  lives 

in    it-  I  hue  ..I'  need. 

When     \-a   Darling  was  ten    years  old   he  was 
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taken  by  his  parents  to  Chautauqua  County.  N.Y., 
and  in  the  fall  of  1835,  when  the  country  was  .still 
almost  unbroken  by  the  travel  of  man.  the  family 
emigrated  to  Michigan  and  located  in  what  is  now 
known  as  Augusta  Township,  Washtenaw  County. 
In  coming  West  they  took  passage  on  a  steamboat  at 
Dunkirk  and  landed  in  Detroit.  From  that  point 
they  came  to  Augusta  Township  by  team  and  our 
subject,  who  was  but  a  little  fellow,  made  the 
southward  trip  by  Walker's  line  most  of  the  way. 
His  father  was  in  his  eighty-ninth  year  when  he 
died.  The  mother  too  lived  to  he  of  a  good  old 
age. 

Of  the  children  born  to  our  subject's  parents 
only  two  survive — Charles  and  Asa  M.  The 
latter  has  spent  his  whole  life,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  first  few  years,  in  this  immedi- 
ate vicinity,  aixl  knows  what  it  is  to  get  up  by 
dawn,  to  make  hisaxringin  the  clear  frosty  air  fall 
and  winter  on  the  trees  of  the  forest,  clearing  little 
by  little  the  tract  that  seemed  very  large  with  all 
the  work  before  them.  Indeed  there  is  little  of 
pioneer  work  that  he  has  not  experienced,  both  in 
its  hardships,  disadvantages  and  pleasures.  lie  re- 
ceived his  education  principally  in  a  log  school- 
house  in  Augusta  Township,  where  he  learned  the 
Rule  of  Three,  studied  Lindley  .Murray's  grammar 
and  Webster's  spelling  hook,  lie  has.  however, 
profited  in  later  years  by  the  wide-spread  spirit  of 
journalism  and  is  a  well-posted  and  intelligent 
man. 

In  early  manhood  theoriginal  of  our  sketch  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mary  W.  Allen,  who  bore 
him  three  children,  whose  names  are  Elijah,  licit 
and  Phoebe,  the  last  of  whom  is  deceased.  On  the 
death  of  Mary  Darling  our  subject  married  for  his 
second  wife  Rebecca  Johnson,  who  bore  him  time 
children,  one  of  whom  is  living — Mary,  the  wife  of 
Wilson  Beebe.  On  the  death  of  Rebecca  Darling 
our  subject  married  his  present  wife,  their  nuptials 
being  solemnized  December  29,  1869.  She  was  he- 
fore  marriage  Miss  Naomi  Bordine,  a  daughter  of 
Allen  and  l.avina  Bordine.  early  settlers  in  Au- 
gusta Township.  By  this  marriage  he  had  six 
children,  of  whom  three  arc  living  at  the  present 
time.     They  are  Dora  I-'...  Cora  A.  and  Ethel  N. 

Mr.  Darling  settled  on  his  present    farm  in   L848 


and  since  that  time  it  has  been  his  home.  lie  here 
has  a  tine  tract  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
upon  which  is  a  well-buill  and  substantial  brick 
residence  that  is  attractive  in  outward  appearance 
and  interior  finish  and  furnishing.  His  other 
buildings  are  also  capacious  and  substantia]  and 
his  entire  farm  hears  first-class  improvements.  Our 
subjeel  has  not  been  exempt  from  any  of  the  hard- 
ships of  life,  hut  he  has  never  allowed  disappoint- 
ment or  discouragement  to  cloud  his  hopes  of 
ultimate  success.  Naturally  of  a  sanguine  and 
optimistic  temperament,  this  has  doubtless  been  a 
great  factor  in  his  success  in  life.  Although  fre- 
quently solicited  io  become  a  nominee  to  local 
official  positions,  our  subjeel  has  invariably  de- 
clined, lie  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has 
been  proud  of  the  growth  of  the  party  in  his 
county  and  State.  A  member  of  the  Grange,  he 
has  served  as  Treasurer  for  years.  Now  in  his  ad- 
vancing years  Mr.  Darling  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
his  early  efforts,  and  surrounded  by  his  children 
and  friends  finds  that  life  is  after  all  worth  living. 
Mr.  Darling's  broad  acres  and  beautiful  rural 
home  i-  one  of  the  most  pleasing  features  of  Au- 
gusta Township  and  is  a  standing  monument  to  his 
industry,  thrift  and  perseverance.  He  is  an  excel- 
lent financier  having  good  judgment  and  line  busi- 
ness ability  as  his  property  attests.  His  many 
friends  wish  for  him  long  years  of  enjoj  tnenl  of 
the  comforts  which  are  his. 


ACOB  A.  POLHEMUS,  engaged  in  the  liv- 
ery business,  is  a  man  who.  coming  in  con- 
tact with  every  class  of  people,  from  var- 
ious   portions   of    the    State    and    country, 

adapts  himself  readily  anil  easily  I"  all  men  and  is 
genial  and  well  liked,  so  much  so  that  his  place  of 

business  has  become  one  of  the  most  popular  in  the 
city.  He  has  on  hand  a  line  slock  of  hacks  and 
busses  and  does  a  general  livery  business  in  the 
cit  \  of  Aii  ii  Arbor.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  nal  tve 
of  Somerset  (  ounl  v.  \.  .1..  and  was    born.  (  lelober 
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16,  lull.  When  four  years  of  age  he  was  taken 
by  his  parents  i<>  Broome  County,  N.  Y..  his 
parents  locating  on  a  farm  in  the  township  of 
I  in  ion. 

Our  subject's  father,  Cornelius  Polhemus,  was  n 
farmer  by  calling.  Our  subject's  mother,  Rebecca 
Stevenson  before  her  marriage,  was  horn  in  New 
Jersey  and  wasa  daughter  <>f  Arthur  Stevenson, 
the  elder  of  two  brothers  who  caine  from  England 
and  from  whom  have  sprung  the  different  branches 
of  the  family  in' this  country.  In  l.s;S"2  Cornelius 
Polhemus  removed  with  his  family  from  Ca3'uga 
County.  N.  V..  to  Washtenaw  Comity.  Mich.  The 
change  must  have  been  fraught  with  surprises  as 
well  as  hardships  to  the  various  members  of  the 
family.  They,  with  four  neighboring  families, 
came  to  this  State  and  made  a  settlement  in  Free- 
dom Township,  where  our  subject's  parents  secured 
a  tract  of  land,  which  they  cleared  and  expended 
their  energies  upon  in  bringing  it  to  a  good  state 
of  cultivation.  They  erected  a  good  class  of 
buildings  and  there  carried  on  general  farming, 
continuing  iti  this  until  the  time  of  the  decease  of 
the  father  and  head  of  the  family.  He  died  in 
July,  1. 'sill i.  and  his  wife,  in  April.  L865,  when  in 
her  eightieth  year. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  nine  children  horn  to 
his  parents,  there  being  four  hoys  and  live  girls,  of 
whom  five  are  living  at  the  present  time.  Of 
these  Jacob  A.  is  the  youngest  son.  being  the 
fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  his  family.  As  a  lad 
he  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  home  district  and  as  he  increased  in  strength 
and  stature  was  engaged  with  his  father  and  broth- 
ers in  their  agricultural  work.  In  April,  1835,  our 
subject  came  to  Washtenaw  County,  having  in  his 
possession  1300  ami  a  suit  of  clothes.  This  money  he 
had  earned,  and  with  it  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Freedom  Township;  of  this  he  cleared 
eight  acres  and  sowed  it  in  wheat.  In  the  midst 
of  the  clearing  he  built  a  small  log  house  which 
was  his  home  for  two  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  he  sold  it. 

March  1  5,  I  835,  he  of  whom  we  write  was  united 
in  marriage  to  .Mis>  .lane  Y.  Sedam,  of  Cayuga 
County.    N.    Y..   having   gone    hack    to    his    native 


Male  to  get  his  hride. 


After  marriage  he  with  his 


young  wife  returned  to  this  State  and  began  house- 
keeping in  the  -mall  log  house  that,  however,  Ihej 
had  the  knowledge  of  knowing  was  their  own. 
On  selling  hi-  eighty-acre  trad  he  purchased 
one  hundred  anil  sixty  acres  in  Scio  Township, 
adding  to  it  meantime  until  In-  had  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres.  Here  he  has  carried  on  quite  an 
extensive  business  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  raising  also  considerable  wheat. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  remained  upon  the 
farm  spoken  of  above  until  1862,  when  hi-  busi- 
ness interests  calling  him  to  Ann  Arbor  very  fre- 
quently, he  determined  on  locating  here.  In  1859 
Mr.  Polhemus  had  purchased  an  interest  in  a  fact- 
ory in  Auburn,  X.  Y..  and  was  largely  interested 
in  the  manufacture  of  farm  machinery,  including 
for  the  most  part  mowers  anil  reapers.  The  latter 
was  known  as  the  Ball  reaper  and  became  ver\  pop- 
ular throughout  the  West.  The  main  office  was 
carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  Dodge,  Steven- 
son <fe  Co.  That  company  also  manufactured  a 
machine  which  was  a  combination  of  the  Ball  ami 
Buckeye  known  as  the  Dodge  mower  and  reaper. 
which  also  had  a  large  sale,  and  was  manufactured 
under  a  royalty.  The  firm  carried  on  business 
successfully  until  it  was  merged  into  a  -tuck  com- 
pany and  finally  became  financially  involved  and 
the  debts  that  were  contracted  took  much  of  Mi. 
Polhemus'  hard  earnings  to  liquidate,  ami  had  it 
not  been  that  he  still  kept  up  the  business  on  his 
Washtenaw  farm,  which  brought  him  Mime  income. 
he  would  have  been  even   more  embarrassed  than 

he  was. 

In  1862,  Our  subjeel  removed  from  hi-  farm  to 
Ann  Arbor  and  was  here  engaged  in  the  sale  of 
farm  implements  through  the  State-  of  Michigan, 
Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Illinois  and  also  through 
the  Territories.  Meantime  he  settled  up  the  busi- 
ness  of  the  old  lirm  ami  established  a  footing  tor 
the  new  linn,  lie  continued  in  thi-  up  to  1875, 
when  he  severed  his  connection  with  the  Auburn 
Manufacturing  Company.  In  1867  our  subject 
purchased  what  was  previouslj  Known  as  theN.  B. 
Nye  livery  stock,  taking  it  uponadebl  andhaving 
a  man  to  run  the  business  up  to  1870  when  he -old 
oui  hi- -lock  and  liver)  stable,  hut  the  party  fail- 
ing io  make  payment  upon  it  In-  was  compelled  to 
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take  it  back  and  1ms  continued  the  business  up  to 
the  present  time.  He  has  taken  into  partnership 
in  the  business  his  grandson,  Joseph  A.  Polhemus, 
who  holds  the.  office  of  manager.  They  now  carry 
a  fine  and  complete  line  of  buggies,  horses,  hacks 
and  omnibuses  and  do  a  thriving  business.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Polhemus  were  the  parents  of  five 
children,  of  whom  two  are  living  at.  the  present 
time — Abram  S.,  who  resides  in  Ann  Arbor,  and 
Mrs.  Amelia  Rogers  of  Scio  Township.  Airs.  Pol- 
hemus died  in  January,  1884. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  has  officiated  in  vari- 
ous capacities  in  both  township  and  city  offices, 
lie  has  been  Constable  several  terms  and  also  Col- 
lector. From  184!)  to  L851  he  was  Supervisor  of 
Scio  Township,  lie  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  has  passed 
through  all  the  Chairs.  lie  is  also  a  member  of 
.Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  the  Dexter  Lodge. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  has  built  and  owned 
several  store  houses  and  dwellings  and  has  much 
really  valuable  property  thai  brings  in  a  comfort- 
able income  for  his  declining  years.  One  of  his 
possessions  that  is  sure  to  have  an  increasing 
valuation  in  the  near  future  comprises  ninety- 
four  lots  in  the  new  addition,  which  is  known 
as  Grand  View.  Politically  Mr.  Polhemus  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  having  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  Andrew  Jackson  and  his  last  one 
for  Grover  Cleveland.  Our  subject  has  a  very 
pleasant  residence,  located  at  No.  1)2  S.  Fourth 
Street  and  here  he  receives  with  most  gracious 
hospitality  his  friends. 
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TTMFR  EBERBACH.  The  gentleman  whose 
)  name  is  at.  the  head  of  this  sketch,  is  with- 
V_y  out  doubt  one  of  the  most  skillful  pharma- 
cists m  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  lie  is  a  native  of 
this  place,  being  born  November  23,  1845.  lie  is 
the  oldest  living  son  of  Christian  and  .Margaret 
(Laubengazer)  Eberbach,  of  whom  a  more  complete 
history  will  lie  given  below.  Ottmer  was  educated 
as  far  as  the  rudiments  are  concerned    in    the    Ann 


Arbor  City  schools  which  he  attended  until  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  then  taking  a  trip  to  Europe,  he 
entered  the  Polytechnic  School,  at  Stuttgart,  and 
later  in  Tuebingen  pursued  his  studies  for  three 
years,  during  which  time  he  paid  particular  atten- 
tion to  botany,  chemistry  and  the  natural  sciences. 

After  a  delightful  course  in  the  German  colleges 
in  which  he  profited  much  by  the  thorough  methods 
there  employed  and  the  practical  demonstration  in 
the  labratories  of  the  studies  of  which  he  made  a 
specialty,  Mr.  Eberbach  returned  to  Ann  Arbor  and 
entered  his  father's  store,  he  being  engaged  in  the 
drug  business.  In  1874  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  father,  and  the  business  was  carried  on  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Eberbach  &.  Son.  and  so  har- 
monious have  the  business  arrangements  of  the 
firm  been  conducted,  that  the  partnership  has  con- 
tinued until  the  present  time.  In  the  early  part 
of  his  experience  as  a  druggist,  our  subject  ac- 
quainted himself  thoroughly  with  Materia  Medica 
and  chemistry,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  agitate 
the  question  of  legislation  for  regulating  the  prac- 
tice of  pharmacy  in  the  State,  resulting  in  the  pass- 
age of  the  Pharmacy  Law  in   I880. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  Novem- 
ber •"..  1870,  to  Miss  Catherine  Ilaller,  of  Ann  Ar- 
bor. The  lady  is  a  native  of  Germany,  but  came 
to  Ann  Arbor  when  a  young  lady;  she  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Ilaller.  This  couple  have  had  five 
children,  who  are  by  name:  Ottilie,  Emily,  Oscar 
A..  Elsie  A.  and  Carl  W.  Mr.  Eberbach  was  ap- 
pointed by  Gov.  Alger,  a  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Pharmacy,  which  office  he  still  holds,  hav- 
ing been  reappointed  by  Gov.  Luce,  and  being  one 
of  the  Examiners  of  the  Board.  Our  subject  is  the 
owner  of  a  line  home  located  on  Fourth  Avenue. 
His  residence  was  built  in  188.'!,  and  is  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  city.     He  is  a  Republican    in   politics. 

It  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  here  give  a.  short 
sketch  of  the  parents  of  Mr.  Eberbach.  Christian 
Eberbach,  the  senior  member  of  the  linn  of  drug- 
gists of  that  name,  was  born  in  Stuttgart.  Wurtem- 
berg,  Germany,  July  25,  1817.  He  is  the  son  of 
Joseph  and  Willielmina  Eberbach,  and  was  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth  of  seven  children.  Il«'  at- 
tended school  in  his  native  country  until  fourteen 
years  of  age.. a  nil  was  then  apprenticed  to  an  a  pot  he- 
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carj  for  three  years,  being  two  years  assistant. 
From  tin  age  of  nineteen  to  twenty-one  he  was  en- 
gaged .-i-  a  student  at  the  P0I3  technicum  in  whii  h 
he  made  :>  si  mly  of  chemistry .  After  thai  hespenl 
one  season  with  n  Homeopathic  physician  and  pre- 
pat ed  for  him  his  medicines. 

Al  the  age  of  twenty-one  (  liristian  Eberbacb.in 
accordance  with  the  common  laws  of  Germany  was 
obliged  i"  submit  to  military  conscription,  but  su<  - 
ceeded  in  being  exempted  from  such  duty,  and 
in  1838  lie  came  to  the  United  States,and  for  three 
year-  was  engaged  as  a  clerk.  Then  he  established 
himself  in  Ann  Arbor  as  a  dispensing  druggist,  and 
has  here  made  his  home  ever  since,  lie  was  mar- 
ried in  1843,  to  Margaret  Laubengayer.  By  her  he 
has  become  the  father  of  eight  children,  whose 
names  are  as  follow-:  Carl,  Ottmer,  Edward,  Ern- 
est, Marie,  Alfred.  Clara  and  William.  Christian 
Elie.liaeh  has  been  Mayor  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  filled 
the  position  acceptably  throughout  his  term  of 
office,  lie  ha-  never  I 'eh  raged  to  any  secrel  societj 
but  in  early  days  belonged  to  tin1  tire  department. 


~S 
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OIIX     P.     HARLOW.       The     beautiful     fowl 

ship  of  Y/psilanti  with  its  well-watered  fields 

and  meadow-,  its  rolling  surface  and  line 
WOOd  land,  is  the  place  of  residence  Of  one 
of  the  most  prominent  pioneer-  of  this  portion  of 
the  con nt r\  .  lie  resides  on  section  2  1.  and  is  a  na- 
tive of  Livingston  (  ounty,  N.  Y..  having  been 
born  there  September  21.  1*12.  lie  i-  a  son  of 
Ovid  and  Abigail  (Whaley)  Barlow.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  his  mother  of 
Rhode  Island.     His    immediate    progenitor  on  the 

paternal  side  wa-  a  genuine  Yankee  and  his  mother's 

I'mih i I \  was  of  English  origin.  More  than  one  of 
his  ancestors  foughl  for  the  cause  of  their  country 
in  (  olonial  days,  both  in  the  French  and  Indian 
War  and  in  the  later  struggle  for  independence. 
Our  subject's  Grandfather  Barlow  wasasoldier  in 
1  he  Re\  olutionarj   War. 

He  of  whom    we    write     received     hi-  early  tiain- 

ing  in  his  native  c t\    and    State  and  has  from 


youth  been  engaged  in  farming.  His  educational 
advantages  received  in  youth  were  but  limited  and 

hi-  early  effort-  with  his  book-  have  been  supple- 
mented by  extended  readings    in  various  hranches 

so  that   he  i-  an   intelligent   man.  well   ver-ed  in   the 

current  topic-  of  the  day.     After  reaching  hi-  ma 
jorit\  he  began  life    for   himself   and  was  manned 
April  8,  1854,  to  Miss  .Matilda    (  heevers,  who  was 
born  in  Ireland.     Her  father    was  an  office]  in  the 

English  Army  and  the  lady  received  the  advant- 
age- of  a  careful    and    systematic    education.      She 

was  a  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Maria  Cheevers  and 
emigrated  to  America  with  some  of  her  friends 
about    1848. 

By  the  union  above  mentioned  our  subject  and 
his  wife  became  the  parent-  of  foui  children  whose 
names  are  as  follow-:  Maria  I...  Almeiia  E.,  who 
is  deceased,  John  P.,  Jr.,  and  Dennis  C.  In  1836 
Mr.  Harlow  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  settled 
first  on  the  Huron  River  in  Wayne  (ounty.  lie 
there  resided  until  the  spring  of  1881,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Washtenaw  County  and  settled  on  his 
present  farm  and  has  lived  here  ever  since. 

Our- subject,  as  will  be  -ecu  by  the  date  of  his  birth 
given  above,  is  almost  an  octogenarian,  though  still 
hale  and  hearty  in  -pile  of  the  severity  of  the  pio- 
neer work  to  which  he  has  subjected  himself.  In 
Wayne  County  he  cleared  up  a  large  farm  and 
only  one  who  has  accomplished  a  similar  work  can 
appreciate  the  hard  labor  entailed  in  such  an  un- 
dertaking.     Our    subject     is    a    representative    and 

typical  pioneer,  simple-hearted  and  genial,  preserv- 
ing his  early  ideas  of  hospitality  and  generosity. 
I  (eprived  himself  of  many  early  advantages,  he  has 
SOUghl  to  make  up  to  hi-  children  what  he  himself 
has  missed.  They  have  all  been  well  educated  and 
he  has  been  al-o  liberal  in  giving  his  children  good 
financial  start-  in  lite. 

Mrs.   Barlow,    who     wa-    for    year-     the     devoted 

companion  of  her  husband  and  hi- tender  sym- 
pathizer and  counselor,  departed  this  life  June  1  . 
1886.      She  was    beloved  by    all   who  knew    herand 

in  her  decease  not  onlj  the  successful  and  well 
provided  for  with  the  members  of  her  own  fam- 
ily, deplored  her  loss,  but   the    poor  and   necdv    and 

wretched  fell  that  in  her  decease  ihev  had  losl  a 
friend  that  could  never  be    replaced.     Our  subject 
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is  a  stanch  Republican  and  is  eager  to  see  his  party 
successful  as  in  former  days.  Mr.  Barlow  i>  not 
connected  with  any  church  organization,  bul  rec- 
ognizing the  breadth  of  good  accomplished  therein 
has  always  been  a  liberal  contributor  toward  the 
support  of  the  Gospel  teachings.  His  good  name, 
that  treasure  that  is  above  all  to  every  self-respect- 
ing man.  has  ever  been  above  reproach,  ami  the 
actions  of  our  subjeel  throughout  life  have  been 
characterized  by  the  teachings  of  the  meek  and 
lowly  .Master,  doing  unto  others  as  he  would 
that  they  should  do  unto  him.  It  must  he  a  grat- 
ification to  him  in  his  declining  years  to  witness 
the  esteem  and  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  all 
classes  of  people. 


'  CJNIUS  E.  BEAL,  editor  ami  proprietor  of 
the  Ann  Arbor  Courier,  was  horn  at  Porl 
Huron, Mich.,  February  2.'!.  I860, his  parents 
\_J  being  .lames  and  Loretta  (Ileal)  Field. 
Affliction  early  came  to  this  child,  as  he  was  be- 
reaved of  his  mother's  love  and  care  when  he  was 
Only  eleven  months  old.  but  he  was  at  once  adopted 
into  the  family  of  an  uncle.  Rice  A.  Beal.  and 
legally  took  his  name.  This  uncle  was  one  of  the 
most  prominent  business  men  of  Ann  Arbor  ami 
indeed  of  the  entire  Stati'.  being  an  i  11 1  imate  friend 
of  "Zach"  (handler  and  in  touch  with  all  the 
leaders  of  his  time.  He  was  a  man  of  wealth  and 
his  property  at  his  death  fell  mostly  to  this  adopted 
son.  His  estate  was  estimated  at  from  $150,000  to 
1200,000. 

The  early  education  of  Junius  Beal  was  taken  in 
the    city    Schools    and    after     passing    through     the 

High  School  he  entered  the  Literary  Department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  is,s2.  During  . 1 1 1 1  \  of  the  same  year 
he  entered  the  office  of  the  Courier  and  took 
charge  of  the  editorial  department  for  his  uncle, 
who  was  its  proprietor.  After  the  death  of  Rice 
A.  Beal  the  young  man  took  entire  charge  of  the 
paper  and  also  settled   up  the   large  estate  of   his 


adopted  father,  to  which  he  was  the  011I3  heir  of 
an  \  considerable  amount. 

The  Courier  is  an  eight-page  six-column  paper. 
all  the  matter  for  which  i»  set  in  the  office,  and  it 
has  the  record  of  being  the  first  paper  in  the  Stale 
outside  of  Detroit,  which  sets  type  by  machinery, 
as  Mr.  Bcale  uses  the  typograph.  From  the  Courier 
office  appeared  Dr.  Chase's  receipt  hooks  which 
had  such  a  wonderful  sale,  aggregating  in  all  over 
a  million  copies,  and  Dr.  Chase  was  at  one  time 
the  editor  of  the  Courier.  It  is  Republican  in  its 
political  sentiments  and  sympathies  and  is  issued 
upon  Wednesday  of  each  week.  The  paper  was 
established  in  L862  by  C.  G.  Clark  and  W.  I). 
Wiltsie,  ami  Dr.  Chase  came  into  control  of  it  in 
I860.  It  is  now  the  leading  Republican  organ  of 
Washtenaw  County  and  has  a  large  circulation  in 
both  town  and  country.  Besides  the  publication 
of  the  Courier  the  office  does  a  large  amount  of 
job  work  and  especially  college  printing  as  it  has 
every  facility  for  turning  out  elegant  work. 

The  Courier  building  is  a  large  three-story  brick 
structure  68x100  feet,  the  whole  being  devoted  to 
the  business  and  heated  throughout  with  steam. 
Mr.  Beal  put  in  the  first  electric  light  plant  in  the 
city  and  the  first  private  plant  in  the  State  in  any 
office.  He  has  his  own  system  of  water  works 
independent  of  the  city  and  has  put  in  a  thorough 
system  of  deep  wells  and  sewerage. 

This  young  man  hold.-  numerous  official  posi- 
tions  of  responsibility  and  was  President  of  the 
Republican  League  of  Michigan  for  two  terms. 
being  the  youngest  man  in  the  country  to  hold 
that  position,  when  he  was  elected  to  his  first  term 
in  1888.     For  seven  years  he  has  been  a   member 

Of    the    School     Board    and     is     a     Director     of     the 

Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank  at  Ann  Arbor  and 
also  a  Director  of  the  Peninsular  Paper  Company, 
Secretary  of  the  Port  Huron  <  .as  Company  and  Di- 
rector of  the  Ann  Arbor  Electric  Lighl  Company. 
lie  is  President  of  the  Street  Railway  connecting 
Ann  Arbor  and  Vpsilanii.  and  Director  in  the  Beta 
Theta  Pi  Club  and  Wesleyan  Guild  of  Michigan, 
being  Trustee  in  both. 

In  November,  1889  .Mr.  Leal  was  united  iii  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Ella  Travis,  of  Cooper,  Mich.,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Travis,a  New  Yorker  l>\  birth. 


380 


PORTRAIT   AM)   LKKiKAl'IIK  AL   alli   \1. 


Mrs.  Beal  and  our  subject  are  both  members  of  the 
Methodisl  Episcopal  Church  and  are  active  in  its 
service  and  Mr.  Beal  is  one  of  its  Trustees.  Their 
beautiful  home  is  situated  al  the  corner  of  Fifth 
Avenue  and  Williams  Streel  and  ii  is  ili«'  center 
of  true  social  life  and  hospitality. 


'  oll.N  BAUMGARDNER.  The  gentleman 
whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  tliis  sketch, 
besides  having  ;i  primary  commercial  inter- 
est in  the  business  to  which  he  devoteshim- 
self,  being  proprietor  of  the  Marble  and  Granite 
Works  <>t'  Ann  Arbor,  1ms  moreover  .111  artist's  ap- 
preoiation  of  the  marvelously  rich  colors  that  may 
lie  found  in  the  granite  formations  coming  from 
various  portions  of  the  globe,  and  also  in  the  pure 
whiteness  of  the  Italian  marbles  and  those  marbles 
of  American  production  "Inch  are  daily  gaining 
groundin  popular  favor.  Mr.  Baumgardner  is  a 
native  of  thiscity,  having  been  born  here  August 
11.  1859.  lie  is  a  son  of  Leopold  and  Elizabeth 
(Seabolt)  Baumgardner.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Germany.  His  mother,  although  born  in  this 
city,  is  also  of  German  ancestry,  her  father  being 
one  of  the  earliest  representatives  here  of  the  Teu- 
tonic element. 

Leopold  Baumgardner  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade 
and  the  forge  and  anvil  that  he  set  up  in  this  cit\ 
wen-  kept  constantly  employed  until  his  health 
failed  him  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  busi- 
ness, lie  died  February  •">.  1*112.  when  in  the 
pristine  freshness  of  his  manhood,  being  then  only 
in  his  thirty-second  year.  His  wife  is  still  living 
and  making  her  home  in  this  city. 

John  Baumgardner  received    a    good  education 

in  the  city  Schools  which  arc  noted  for  the  excel- 
lency of  their  training.  He  is  the  only  son  result- 
ing from  his  mother's  lirst  marriage,  she  having 
contracted  a  second  marriage  after  our  subject's 
father  died,  uniting  her  fate  with  that  of  Anton 
Eisele,  ii\  whom  she  became  the  mother  of  sis 
children  and  who  established  what  is  known  as  the 
Eisele  Marble  Works  in   1868,   which  he  carried  on 


successfully  until  hi-  decease,  which  occurred  Oc- 
tober 3,  1887.  After  the  death  of  his  stepfather 
our  subject  succeeded  to  the  business  and  has  car- 
ried ii  on  successfully  ever  since,  having  assumed 
proprietorship  June  1.  Ixhk. 
The  marble  establishment  of    Mr.    Baumgardner 

is  notably  complete  in  the     full    stock  of  American 

and  Italian  marble  that  he  carries,  as  well  a-  for- 
eign and  American  granites.  He  keeps  constantly 
employed  a  number  of  skilled  workmen  who  are 
real  artists  in  their  specialties.  They  enjoyagood 
trade  in  Washtenaw  a>  well  as  adjoining  counties. 
Outside  of  the  monumental    business  in  which  the 

line>t  artistic  work   is    done,    our    subject    carries  a 

large  amount  of  builders'  stone  and  granite  and 
also  constructs  cement  walks.     He  is    an  energetic 

young  man  who  seeks  to  develop  himself  as  well  as 

his  business  in  the  l>est  and  broadest  direction. 
The  marble  works  are  located  on  the  comer  of 
Catherine  and  Detroit  Streets.  He  has  besides  a 
wareroom  for  storing  his  material.  Our  subject  is 
himself  a  technical  worker  in  marble  and  this  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  business  gives  him  a  great 
advantage  as  manager.  He  is  an  intelligent  gen- 
tleman of  superior  mental  attainments.  He  is  now 
serving  as  Supervisor  from  the  Fourth  Ward  and 
was  nominated  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  in  1871. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  November  3,  L891,  Mr.  Baumgardner 
united  his  fortunes  with  that  of  Miss  Pauline  Win- 
cer,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  has  been  in  Amer- 
ica eight   years. 


*p^>HOMAS  P.  KEARNEY  is  a  farmer  residing 

//~\  on  section  I  9,  Northlield  'Township.  He  i-a 
v_x  son  of  Thomas  II.  Kearney,  who  was  also  .1 
farmer  and  who  was  bora  in  the  Parish  Cashill, 
Ireland,  in  1806.  He  received  a  very  good  educa- 
tion in   his  native  land,  but  early  became  restive 

and  longed  to  sec  more  of  the  world.  At  the  age 
of    sixteen  veals    he  came    to   New     York    City    and 

there  was  employed  with  Grinnell  Minton  &  Co.,  a 
large  shipping  linn  who  owned  one  hundred  and 
liftv  vessels  and   did  an  extensive  business,     lie 
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began  as  an  office  boy  and  arose  in  the  employ  un- 
til he  became  an  agent  or  collector  for  the  com- 
pany and  traveled  considerably,  finally  becoming 
confidential  clerk.  During  that  time  he  went  to 
Ireland  and  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  work  in 
college,  and  <in  his  return  to  America  again  entered 
the  employ  of  Grinnell,  Minton  A  Co.,  being  with 
them  thirteen  years  in  all. 

Our  subject's  father  came  to  Michigan  in  L839 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Webster 
Township,  this  county.  It  was  only  slightly 
improved,  being  a  wilderness  with  a  log  cabin 
nestled  in  its  midst.  He  settled  upon  the  place 
and  gave  himself  to  the  work  of  improvement, 
spending  thirty  years  there  with  the  exception  of 
two  years,  extending  from  1852  to  1854,  that  he 
was  in  California,  going  thither  by  way  of  New 
York  and  (ape  Horn  on  the  clipper  ship  "Ino." 
Arrived  in  that  State  he  spent  six  months  in  the 
mines  and  there  met  a  nephew  of  his  old  employers 
who  had  a  mail  line  from  San  Francisco  to  Sacra- 
mento, and  he  engaged  to  fill  the  position  upon  it 
of  purser.  In  this  capacity  he  spent  eighteen 
months  and  then  came  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama  on  the  good  Ship  "J.  L.  Stevens"  to 
Panama,  crossing  the  isthmus  with  mules,  and  from 
there  took  ship  to  New  York  City. 

In  1827  Thomas  II.  Kearney  contracted  himself 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Ann  Flinn,a  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert Flinn,  who  was  from  County  Tipperary,  Ire- 
land. Mrs.  Kearney  was  the  only  daughter  of  her 
father's  family  and  was  born  in  1812.  Her  brothers, 
of  whom  she  had  three,  were  shipbuilders  and  be- 
ing in  business  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia  sent 
for  their  sister  to  make  her  home  with  them.  Our 
subject  was  one  of  a  family  of  five  children  born 
to  his  pai"ents,  of  whom  only  two  lived  to  be  grown 
and  Thomas  P.  alone  surviving  at  the  present 
time.  Thomas  II.  in  time  added  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  to  his  original  tract  of  eighty  acres  and 
made  of  his  place  a  fine  farm.  His  decease  occuired 
November  21.  1884,  his  wife  surviving  him  only  by 
a  tew  months,  her  death  taking  place  in  April  of 
the  following  year. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  born  April  17. 
1839,  and  received  a  good  common-school  educa- 
tion.    When   twenty-three  years  of  age  he  began 


life  for  himself  and  was  engaged  in  the  Michigan 
Locomotive  Works  for  eighteen  months  and  later 
t  was  fireman  for  thirteen  months  on  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad,  then  was  promoted  to  the  pos- 
ition of  brakeman.  The  next  five  years  were  spent 
as  baggage-master  and  then  he  came  back  to  the 
home  farm. 

In  1X70  our  subject  married  Catherine  Ann 
Keenan,  a  daughter  of  Bernard  and  Eliza  .1.  Keenan. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children  of  whom 
Mrs.  Kearney  is  the  eldest.  She  was  born  in  1848. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  become  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Anna. 
B.  T.,  John  P..  Eliza,  Thomas  II..  Catherine,  Mat 
thew,  Robert  M..  William  II.  and  Ambrose. 

Our  subject  has  a  beautiful  home  which  he 
erected  in  1878.  It  is  a  brick  structure  with  stone 
trimmings,  finished  inside  in  hard  wood  and  cosl 
him  $5,000  not  considering  his  own  labor.  Mr. 
Kearney  is  fond  of  a  good  horse  and  has  a  well- 
bred  Wilkes. 


OSWELL  B.  GATES,  M.  D.  The  profes- 
sional career  of  a  skillful  and  devoted  phy- 
sician ever  furnishes  material  of  great 
interest  to  all  readers,  and  the  life  narra- 
tive of  Dr.  Gates  is  no  exception  to  this  general 
statement.  His  father.  Roswell Gates,  Sr..  a  native 
of  New  Hampshire,  came  to  New  York  many  years 
ago  and  settled  on  Black  River  at  Great  Bend, 
where  he  made  his  home  and  reared  his  six  sons 
and  six  daughters.  His  father  was  one  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary heroes  and  was  on  the  staff  of  Gen. 
Gates,  whom  our  subject  is  proud  to  claim  as  his 
great-grandfather.  Roswell  Gates  passed  his  last 
days  at  Watertown,  N.  V..  which  had  been  his  home 
for  many  years. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born   March    1  I.    1824, 

at  Great  Bend,  X.  Y.,and  was  only  six  months  old 
when  the  family  removed  to  Watertown,  where  he 
u'ivu  up  on  a  farm,  being  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  county  and  at  Watertown  Academy. 
He  afterward  took  a  two  years'  course  in  the  Black 
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River  Literary  Institute  under  private  instruction, 
having  Prof.  Orinsbj  as  his  tutor.  Ai  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  look  up  the  profession  <>t'  :i  teachet 
.•Hid  at  the  same  time  devoted  considerable  attention 
to  the  study  of  medicine.  After  thus  continuing 
for  nine  years  he  went  to  Washington,  D.  ( '..  and 
continued  for  three  years  with  Dr.  Sprague  of  Bal- 
ston  Spa.  He  taughl  a  private  school  a1  thai  time 
and  also  a  little  later  in  Rockbridge  County,  Va. 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Natural  Bridge,  while 
at  the  same  time  he  studied  for  two  years  with  Dr. 
David  G.  Houston,  a  cousin  of  tin'  famous  Gov. 
Sam  Houston  of  Texas.  Healsobegan  the  practice 
of  medicine  while  with  this  good  physician.  Under 
the  rule-  uf  the  University  of  Michigan  the  Doctor 
received  his  diploma  and  in  the  spring  of  1852 
established  himself  in  his  profession  at  Sylvan 
Center,  this  county,  lie  entered  into  partnership 
with  Dr.  White,  formerly  of  Boston  and  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Michigan. 

Dr.  twites  practiced  ai  Sylvan  Center  until  1855, 
and  in  October  of  1854  he  was  married  to  Evelina 
Davis,  daughter  of  William  Arnold  Davis,  a  New 
Hampshire  man  who  came  to  Sylvan  Township  in 
lK3:i.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  had  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  and  the  former  was  a  sou  of  Amos  Davis, 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Abigail  Lawrence,  died 
December  10,  1888,  and  he  passed  from  life  Janu- 
ary 29,  1869,  both  of  them  in  Sylvan  Township. 
Mr.  Davis  wa-  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  was  identified  with  the  Masonic  order.  Mr-. 
Davis  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  following  children  have  been  born  to  our 
subjeel  and  his  worthy  wife:  Mar\  V..  who  i-  the 
wife  of  William  K.  Depew.  a  lawyer  of  Alpena: 
Koswell  I).,  who  -till  make-  hi-  home  with  his  pa- 
rents lint  is  now  in  New  York  a-  an  artist  for  a 
Chicago  house;  and  Abigail  M..  who  also  resides  at 
home.     In  1856  Dr.  Gates  came  to  Chelsea,  where 

he  practiced  hi-  profession  two  year-  and  later  re- 
moved to  hi-  handsome  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Lima  Township.  One  hundred 
and  si\t\  acresof  this  is  in  an  improved  condition 

and  the  whole  farm  lies  inside  the  corporation  of 
Chelsea.  Besides  draining  the  lowland  he  ha-  scl 
out     a    tine   orchard    and     made    other   substantial 


improvements, including  a  beautiful  home  which  i- 

ino-t    pleasantly   located. 

Dr.  Gates  is  a  member  of  Chelsea  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

and  iii  In-  political  views  is  a  Republican,  lie  has 
been  Town-hip  Clerk  and  was  a  candidate  tor  the 
Legislature  during  the  war.     He  was  a  surgeon  in 

the    Third     Divisi f    the    Ninth     Army    Corp-. 

after  (.rant  took  charge  of  the  Armj  of  the  Poto- 
mac in  1864,  and  was  active  in  the  Battle  of  the 
Wilderness.  After  coming  from  the  armj  he  took 
another  course  of  lectures  at  the  University  of 
Michigan  and  received  a  certificate  of  attendance 
thereon.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Washtenaw  County 
Medical  Society. 

We   invite    the    reader's   attention  to   the     litho- 
graphic portraits  of   Dr.  Gates  and   hi-    estimable 

wife. 
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WILLIAM  B.  OSBORN.  This  well-known 
and  popular  Supervisor  of  Sharon  Town- 
ship, whose  farm  is  located  upon  section 
27.  is  a  son  of  William  Osborn,  a  native  of  Fair- 
field <  ounty,  (  i hi ii..  \\  ho  ua-  born  June  10,  l*":.'. 
He  in  turn  was  a  son  of  Isaac  Osborn,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  who  was  born  March  11.  I77H.  and 
his  father.  Isaac  Si\.  was  Lorn  in   1740. 

The     mother   of    our    subject,    Anna     LockwOOd, 

was  a  native  of  Fairfield  County, (  onn., where  she 
was  born  in  1804  and  her  father  was  Job  Lock- 
\\ I,  a  fanner  there,  she  was  united  with  Will- 
iam Osborn  in  her  native  State  and  continued  her 
residence  there  until  the  death  of  her  husband  in 
1845.  The  widow  continued  to  make  her  home  in 
Connecticut  until  1865,  when  she  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  died  there  in  June,  1889.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  children,  only  two  of  whom  are 
no»  living,  our  subject  and  his  brother  George  K.. 

whose  home  i>  at  Grass  Lake.   Mich.       Both   parents 

were  active  members  of   the  Protestant   Methodist 

Church  and  had  Loth  been  teachers  formally  years 
and  were  ever  solicitous  for  the  besl  educational 
advantages  for  their  children.       The  father  was  an 
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active  Whig  in  liis  political  views  and  one  of  the 
mos1  thoroughly  upright  and  progressive  men  in 
Wilton.  Conn. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  bornjune  17.  IK.'ii).  in 
Fairfield  County.  Conn.,  and  then-  he  grew  to 
manhood,  taking  his  schooling  in  the  district 
schools  and  his  training  upon  the  farm  and  re- 
maining at  home  until  lie  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years.  He  then  started  out  with  $400 
and  coming  to  Michigan  in  February,  L854,  made 
his  home  with  an  uncle,  Mr.  Burr  Gould,  who  was 
an  early  settler  in  Sharon  Township,  and  had  come 
herefrom  Connecticut.  This  uncle  died  during 
the  same  year.  1854,  and  the  nephew  then  took 
charge  of  his  farm. 

The  young  man  now  learned  what  he  could  do 
toward  building  np  a  home  and  a  fortune  in  the 
Far  West  and  in  the  fall  of  1854  he  returned  to 
Connecticut  to  bring  hence  the  lady  of  his  choice 
He  was  married  November  1!»,  1*54.  to. lane,  daugh- 
ter Of  the  lion.  Sherman  and  Mrs.  Susan  (Hurl- 
hurt)  Cole,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Fairfield 
County.  Conn..  .Mr.  Cole  being  born  in  1804,  and 
the  mother  in  IH12.  She  still  survives  in  her  old 
home  in  Connecticut  but  became  a  widow  in  HS77. 
They  were  earnest  and  active  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  throughout  life  and 
I  he  father  was  useful  as  Steward  and  Trustee  of 
the  church.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  ten  of  whom  are  now  living.  The  Hon. 
Sherman  Cole  was  an  active  Whig  in  politics  and 
besides  serving  as  Selectman  in  his  town  was  for 
one  term  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature 
and  in  every  walk  of  life  was  a  most  popular  man 
and  a  thoroughly  educated  one.  He  had  great 
mechanical  skill  and  carried  on  the  manufacture  of 
carriages  in  Wilton,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Osborn  is  the  only  one  of  her  father's 
family  who  had  ever  removed  to  the  West.  She 
was  horn  August  18,  1832,  and  besides  receiving  a 
district  school  education  had  thorough  and  efficient 
training  in  the  domestic  arts  which  have  made  her 
ever  useful  throughout  life.  After  her  marriage 
with  our  subjeel  they  came  West  and  settled  upon 
the  Gould  farm  which  they  carried  on  for  twelve 
years  and  then  bought  one  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  land  on  section  32,  which  was  already  im- 


proved but  had  no  buildings  upon  it.  He  at  once 
proceeded  to  erect  a  residence  and  barn,  ami  hav- 
ing set  out  an  orchard  and  put  the  property  in  tit 
condition  he  sold  it  and  bought  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  which  were  known  as  the  David  How 
farm.  After  two  years' residence  there  Mr.  ( (shorn 
sold  this  farm  and  bought  property  on  sections  I  « 
and  19,  which  comprises  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  improved  land. 

Having  resided  upon  that  property  for  twelve 
years  our  subject  sold  it  and  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  to  which  he  has  added  substantial  im- 
provements and  where  he  carries  on  general 
farming,  one  hundred  and  eighty  of  his  two  hun- 
dred acres  being  under  cultivation.  Five  of  his 
seven  children  are  now  living,  namely:  William 
B.,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  1856,  and  married  Mary 
D.  Willis,  with  whom  he  makes  his  home  in  Jackson 
Mich.,  Albert  S.,  who  was  born  in  1858,  and  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Dunbar  and  is  living  in  Rochester. 
N.  Y.;  Anna,  born  in  I860,  lives  in  Connecticut; 
Samuel,  born  in  1866,  is  still  a  student  at  the 
State  University,  and  tlattie  M.,  who  was  born  in 
1869,  resides  at  home.  The  (laughter.  Lydia  C, 
who  died,  passed  away  in  infancy,  but  the  son. 
( reorge  C,  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty-six.  All 
have  received  an  excellent  education  having  been 
students  at  Hillsdale  at  the  State  Agricultural  Col- 
lege and  at  the  state  University. 

Mrs.  Osborn  is  an  active  worker  in  Sunday- 
school  and  church  and  has  had  a  class  or  been  Su- 
perintendent of  the  school  since  she  was  eighteen 
years  old.  She  is  the  Presidenl  of  the  Ladies'  Aid 
Society,  which  office  she  has  held  for  two  years. 
Mr.  Osborn  takes  a  great  interest  in  educational 
matters  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board. 
lie  is  an  active  supporter  of  the  church  although 
not  a  member  and  in  politics  is  attached  to  the 
Democratic  party.  For  eight  years  he  was  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  his  various  terms  as  Supervisor 
have  extended  through  the  years  1871,  1882  to 
U ssh  and  again  in  1891.  He  has  been  exceedingly 
useful  among  his  neighbors  in  settling  up  estates, 
a  work  to  which  he  is  often  called. 

The  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Osborn  was  married 
during  the  Revolutionary  War  and  her  husband 
was  a  soldier  under  Gen,   Washington,  and  ii    was 
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one  of  their  sons  who  became  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Osborn.  The  first  of  the  Osborn  family  to  locate 
in  America  was  Capt.  Richard,  who  ^as  born  in 
Ihl2  and  who  sailed  in  the  ship  "Hopewell"  in 
1634.  I  pon  reaching  this  country  he  joined  the 
Plymouth  Colony  and  made  his  home  in  l(i.">.">  in 
Hingham,  Muss.  He  was  a  volunteer  during  the 
Pequod  Wars  and  afterward  became  a  resident  of 
New  Haven.  Conn.,  where  he  settled  in  1643.  Ten 
years  later  he  located  at  Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  died 
in  1686,  leaving  five  children.  His  son  David 
had  seven  children,  one  of  whom.  William,  was 
born  April  16,  17(»S.  This  son  had  four  children 
by  his  first  marriage,  and  hi>  second  wife.  Mary 
Lyon,  presented  him  with  eight  children.  His  son 
Isaac,  who  was  one  of  the  children  of  the  first  mar- 
riage, was  born  September  6,  17  to.  and  had  nine 
children,  one  of  whom  Isaac,  horn  March  11.  177(>, 
was  the  father  of  twelve  children,  his  son  William 
being  the  father  of  our  subject. 


'    (MIX     IIAAKKK.     There    is    nothing    more 

fascinating  to  a  lover  of  ideas  than  a   book- 

store  tilled  with  the  choice  works  of  ancient 

v^_y     and    modern    writers.     Within   their   uncut 


pages  arc  the  treasures  of  all  the  ages,  we  of  to-day 
who  boast  of  our  advance  in  science  and  even  in 
methods  of  thinking,  being  but  the  heirs  of  ages 
of  evolution  in  thought  and  progress.  One  of  the 
most  popular  resorts  in  the  citj  of  Ann  Arbor  to 
the  man  or  woman  who  loves  books,  is  that  of 
which  Mr.  Ilaarcr  is  the  proprietor,  he  having  a 
line  book  and  stationery  establishment  in  the  Col- 
lege (  it  v  of  M  ichigan. 

The  original  of  oursketch  was  horn  in  Wurtem- 
berg,  Germany,  in  tin'  village  of  Oeschelbronn  in 
the  county  of  Herrenberg,  February  22,  1840.  lie 
is  the  >on  of  Michael  Ilaarcr.  who  was  a  fanner  by 
calling.  Our  subject's  mother  was  prior  to  her 
marriage  Fraulein  Christina  Gauss,  a  native  of  the 
same  place  a-  was  her  husband.  Her  death  occur- 
red when  our  subject    was   twenty-seven   years  of 


age.     Our  subject's  father  emigrated  to  the  United 

Mate   in    1880  and   located    in    Mexico,   Mo.,    who    he 

died  in  1882.  Of  a  family  of  seven  children  was 
born  in  the  Fatherland,  all  are  now  citizens  of  the 
United  state-,  where  thej  arc  scattered  in  different 
direction.-.  John  Ilaarcr  was  the  third  ill  order  of 
birth    of    his    mother's   family.      His   attendance   at 

scl I  began  when  eight  years  of  age,  going  to  the 

quaint  village  school  where  the  children  were 
taught  the  practical  things  of  life  a-  well  as  the 
knowledge  of  books.  He  remained  in  the  school 
until  fourteen  years  of  age,  during  which  time  he 
became  thoroughly  familiar  with  his  native  tongue 
and  also  quite  an   adept   in    Latin. 

John  Ilaarcr  emigrated  to  the  I  nited  States  in 
1861  and  landed  in  New  York  City.  Thence  he 
removed  to  Ann  Arbor,  Mich,  and  on  coming  here 
at  once  began  to  look  about  for  employment,  and 
the  first  that  he  found  was  an  eighl  days'  engage- 
ment in  the  harvest  field,  lie  afterward  was  em- 
ployed for  three  months  with  a  railroad  company 
a- a  section  hand  and  then  started  in  the  ambro- 
type  business.  This  departure  promising  success, 
he  opened  up  a  gallery  on  South  Main  street,  and 
was  verv  successful  in  his  undertaking.  The  old 
building  into  which  he  first  moved  with  his  busi- 
ness he  occupied  until  1888  when  he  moved  the 
frame  upon  another  lot  and  erected  in  it-  place  a 
fine  brick  building.  It  i>  three  stories  in  height 
and  22x80  feet  in  dimensions.  Here  he  runs  a 
German  hook  and  stationery  store  in  connection 
with  hi-  gallery.  Mr.  Ilaarcr  has  progressed  with 
the  lime-  in  his  chosen  calling,  which  ha-  achieved 
a  distinction  among  the  art-. 

Mr.  Haarer  was  married  September  II.  1871  to 
Miss  Christina  Widemann.  of  Hutzenbach  in  the 
county  of  Freudenstadt,  VVurtemberg,  who  (lied 
one  year  after  her  marriage.  Mr.  Haarer  was 
married  again  -Inly  15,  1875  to  Miss  Catherine 
Zimmer,  of  Ann  Arbor.  Her  parent-  are  resi- 
dents of  Canada  of  which  place  she  is  a  na- 
tive.      Mr.    anil     Mrs.     Ilaarcr    are     the    parents   of 

seven  children  whose  names  are  as  follows:  John 
W.,  Mary  C,  Oscar  H.,  Julius  F.,  Elinora,  Ernest 
and  George,  Socially  he  of  whom  we  write  be- 
longs to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 
being   Master  of  the  lodge,  to   which   he  ha-  be- 
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longed  for  many  years.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Turn  Verine  of  which  he  was  Presidenl  several 
times.  Although  our  subject  adheres  to  the 
principles  and  theories  as  held  by  the  Republican 
party,  he  is  rather  independent  in  his  vote,  giving 
his  recognition  to  the  best  men  rather  than  to  party 
favorites.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Zion  Lutheran  Church.  They  reside  over  their 
store  at  No.  5  W.  Liberty  Street. 


-*- 


\  AN  ILL  NELSON   SMITH   is  a    farmer    and 
stock-raiser  of  Salem  Township,  this  county. 

lie  was  horn  in  Bristol.  <  tntario  County.  N.Y., 
September  25,  181 1.  .'111(1  is  the  seventh  in  ;i  family 
of  ten  children  horn  to  the  union  of  Daniel  and 
Diadama  (Seekins)  Smith,  natives  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  former  born  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century  and  the  mother  at  about  the 
same  lime.  Our  subject's  brothers  and  sisters  were 
Phoebe,  Nancy.  Osmond,  Elmira,  Eli  <).,  Phi- 
etus,  Stephen.  Delos  F.,  and  Mary  L.  Phoebe 
married  Dr.  Bailey,  of  Midland;  they  are  both 
deceased.  Nancy  is  the  wife  Of  Sears  Smith  and 
resides  in  Ontario  County.  N.  Y.;  Osmond  died 
in  California;  Elmira  married  Calvin  Wheeler 
in  New  York;  they  both  died  ill  Washtenaw 
County;  Eli  O.,  died  at  Salem;  Philetus  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Bristol,  N.  V..  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead; Stephen  died  in  Iowa;  Delos  resides  at 
Whitemore  Lake,  this  county;  Mary  L.  was  the  wife 
of  Seth  Tubbs  and  died  in  New  York. 

The  original  Of  our  sketch  came  to  Washtenaw 
County  in  1833.  lie  had  little  more  on  making 
his  advent  here,  than  an  abiding  faith  in  his  youth 
anil  Strength,  and  his  chest  of  tools  with  which  he 
was  determined  to  carve  himself  out  at  least  a 
competency,  lie  at  once  pursued  his  trade,  which 
was  that  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner  and  continued 
in  it  until  about  fifty  years  of  age.  lie  was  mar- 
ried in   L838  to  MissPersis  A.  Cook,  who  made  him 

a  g 1  wife  and  loving  helpful  companion.       I    QtO 

them  were  liorn  three  children. 

The  little  family  that  grew  up  aboul  our  subjed 


were  named  as  follows:  Caroline.  Daniel  and  Eu- 
dora  E.  Caroline  became  the  wife  of  Hamilton 
Yanatta.  who  is  now  deceased;  Daniel  married 
Catherine  Betts  and  makes  his  home  near  the  old 
place;    Eudora   E.  is  the  wife  of  N.  Carpenter.    Our 

subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  in  which  their  children  have  also 
been  brought  up.  Socially  Mr.  Smith  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  at  South 
Lyon.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat  and  his  asso- 
ciations as  far  as  party  are  concerned  have  always 
been  with  that  body.  Mr.  Smith  has  always  been 
distinguished  for  prudence,  foresight  and  dis- 
cretion in  business  affairs.  I  lis  sense  of  honor  is 
great  and  his  name  is  used  as  a  synonym  in  the 
vicinity  for  justice  and  disinterestedness  of  pur- 
pose. He  and  his  wife  have  the  respect  of  all  who 
know  them,  and  the  family  to  which  he  belongs  is 
one  which  has  been  highly  favored  by  nature. 


>ILLIAM     E.    MANN1NO 


The   career  of 


w 


the  gentleman  of  whom  it  is  our  pleasure 


y  j  and  privilege  to  here  attempt  a  short 
sketch  is  connected  about  equally  with  New  York 
and  Michigan.  Horn  in  the  formei  Mate,  in  Sara- 
toga County.  April  30,  1815,  he  was  there  reared 
and  educated,  receiving  such  advantages  as  the 
district  schools  of  his  locality  offered,  lie  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had  reached  sev- 
enteen years,  and  October  1'-'.  1837,  was  married 
in  Monroe  County,  to  Miss  Eveline  K.  .Martin. 
Mrs.  Manning  has  the  faculty  of  making  a  delight- 
ful home  and  like  many  another  good  woman  and 
true  helpmate,  has  been  the  inspiration  of  her  hus- 
band to  his  best  work,  for  what  can  a  man  do  out 
in  the  business  world  if.  on  coming  home  he  finds 
llis  house  illy  cared  for.  his  food  poorly  cooked 
and  his  wife  unattractive  in  her  attire. 

One  child  has  been  vouchsafed  to  the  care  of 
this  interesting  couple  and  was  horn  to  them  while 
residents  of  New  York.  They  gave  him  the  name 
of  Reuben  E.  In  1845  he  of  whom  we  write  with 
llig  family  came  to  Salem    Township,  this  State  and 
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settled  mi  a  farm.  This  is  the  same  place  of  which 
he  i-  now  a  resident.  He  has  developed  the  farm 
of  eight)  acres  and  has  added  a  good  class  of  im- 
provements. Since  locating  here  two  other  chil- 
dren have  been  born  in  this  State — they  are  Mary 
II..  who  is  the  wife  of  William  R.  Hamilton,  of 
Salem  Township  and  Lewis  1!..  a  resident  <>f  Salem 
and  engaged  in  traveling  for  a  wholesale  nursery. 
The  eldest  sim  graduated  at  the  Baptisl  Tl logi- 
cal (  ollege  at  Morgan  Park,  a  suburb  of  Chicago, 
and  is  now  pastor  of  the  North  Church  in  Detroit. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Klias  and  Mary  (Burn 
Manning.both  natives  of  Connecticut.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  and  carpenter.  It  is  probable  thai 
our  subject's  ancestors  came  from  England.  Po- 
litically  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  and 
has  always  been  Republican.  He  and  his  family 
are  members  of  tin-  Baptist  Church  of  Salem.  Our 
subject's  membership  extended  over  a  period  of 
nearly  sixty  year-. 

The  home-life  of  the  original  of  our  sketch  is 
full  of  sunshine  and  happiness;  each  member  of 
the  family  hears  in  mind  the  (Gospel  teachings 
which  make  them  forbearmgand  unselfish  in  their 
relations  with  each  other  and  also  appreciative  of 
the  effort-  made  by  the  other  members  which  i-mn' 
of  the  first  qualities  that  insure  harmony  in  the 
family. 


'     OSK1MI     1..     MOUNT.      No    theme    is     more 
agreeable  to  tie   biographer  than  that  of  the 

pioneer  limes,  and  the  life  story  of  one  who 

has  passed  through  that  trying   period  ami 
has  made  his  waj  to  comfort  and  prosperity  through 

hard-hips  and  privations,  is  of  interest  to  every 
nailer.  Such  a  story  do  we  have  in  the  life  of 
the  one  whose  name  we  now  give.      His  father  was 

William  Mount  a  native  of  .Monroe  Township, 
Middlesex  County,  N.  .1..  where  he  was  horn  in 
1776      Hi-  good  wife  was  Rebecca  Irving, a  native 

of  the  same  place  and    horn   ill    177*. 

This  worthy  couple  made  their  permanent  home 
after  marriage  in    New    York    State,    where   they 


located  and  cleared  up  a  farm,  hut  a  defective  title 
robbed  them  not  only  of  their  land,  hut  of  their 
hard  labor,  and  then  he   returned   to    Sew   Jersey, 

where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  the  mother 
having  died   in    New    York.       William   Mount   was   a 

carpenter  h\  trade  and  his  father,  Joseph  Mount, 
wa-  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  drew  a  pen- 
sion from  the  ( iovernment  until  the  day  of  his 
death,  when  he  was  eighty-three  years  old.  Samuel 
Longstreet,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,had 
also  done  patriotic  service  for  his  country,  being  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  and  being 
active  in  several  of  the  prominent  battles  of  that 
sanguinary  period.  His  home  wa-  close  to  the 
battlefield  of  Monmouth,  and  there  he  died  at  the 
age  of  ninety-six.  Mr.  Mount's  maternal  grand- 
father had  also  a  patriotic  record,  he.  John  Irving. 
being  a  soldier  in  theWarof  1812  anda  pensioner 
till  his  death  at  the  age  of  eighty-three.  Hi-  wife 
was  a  daughter  of  Arthur  Wylee  of  New  Jersey. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  while  -till  quite 
a  young  woman,  passing  awaj  in  L814,  while  the 
father  survived  until  1870,  being  then  ninety-sis 
years  of  age.  He  married  three  times  and  each 
wife  presented  him  with  five  children,  ami  he  out- 
lived the  last  wife  by  twenty  years.  Our  subject 
was  the  son  of  the  tir-t  marriage  and  four  of  that 
first  family  are  still  living,     lie  wa-  born   .January 

6,  ltfO.s    in    New    Jersey,    and    remained    at     I e 

until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen,  when  he 
went  to  New  York  City  and  took  an  apprentice- 
ship at  the  carpenter'-  trade,  after  which  for  eleven 
years  he  did  journeyman  work.  Ik'  served  for 
seven  years  in  the  Eleventh  New  York  Heavj 
Artillerx  and  passed  in  review  before  Andrew 
Jackson    when    he  was    l're-ident    of    the    United 

States. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  in  1830  in  New 
York  brought  him  a  faithful  helpmate  in  the  person 
of  Etta  Pool,  who  was  horn  in  Albanj  ill  1811.  Of 
her  eleven  children,  sis  are  now  living,  namely: 
Jane;  Hannah  the  widow  of  a  Mi.  Bishop;  George 
a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 

father  of  three  children  living  at  Parma,  Mich.: 
John,  who  married  Ida  Pool,  and  lives  On  this 
farm  with  hi-  wife  and  six  children:  .lame-,  who 
lives  in  l  >hio  and  ha-  one  child,  and  Ellen,  the  »  ife 
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of  Edward  Rowe,  and  the  mother  of  five  children. 
Tl»'  present  generation  has  shown  the  same  will- 
ingness to  sacrifice  for  the  sake  of  our  country  thai 
was  exhibited  in  previous  generations  and  during 
the  Civil  War  the  son  John  enlisted  in  the  Elev- 
enth Michigan  Infantry. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  L.  Mount  started  for  Mich- 
igan in  lK.'Ui.  coming  by  the  way  of  the  Erie 
Canal  to  Buffalo  and  crossing  the  lake  in  the  old 
"Monroe"  to  Detroit.  Mr.  Mount  had  been  here 
the  previous  year  and  picked  out  his  land  and 
they  now  took  team  and  wagon  from  Detroit. 
although  lie  had  to  walk  most  of  the  way.  When 
lie  had  erected  his  log  house  and  taken  at  inven- 
tory of  his  estate  he  found  that  he  had  a  wife,  One 
hundred  and  fourteen  acres  of  land,  a  cow.  a  pig. 
and  a  hen  and  chickens.  He  bravely  went  to 
work  clearing  the  timber  from  his  land  and  as  he 
reached  his  farm  in  July,  he  had  by  fall  live  acres 
cleared  and  broken. 

Few  white  neighbors,  but  red  neighbors  in 
plenty,  were  about  this  pioneer  family,  and  the 
wild  animals  abounded,  the  wolves  being  especially 
troublesome.  One  morning  he  heard  them  close 
to  his  shanty  and  as  by  that  time  he  had  a  calf 
which  was  a  very  precious  possession  in  those  days, 
he  said  "they  must  have  my  calf,"  and  sprang 
from  his  bed  seizing  an  ax  and  running  out. 
He  found  some  cattle  close  to  his  house  and  his 
calf  quite  safe,  and  being  satisfied  he  turned  to  go 
hack,  when  he  discovered  his  plucky  wife  standing 
just  behind  him  with  pitchfork  in  hand.  She  was 
a  grand  helper  to  him  through  all  those  days  of 
struggle  and  hard  work,  for  during  their  early 
days  here  they  had  nothing  to  help  themselves 
with  except  their  own  strong  hands  and  sturdy 
independence.  She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  a  true  helper,  not 
only  to  her  husband,  but  also  to  all  who  came 
within  the  radiance  of  her  influence.  She  passed 
from  earth  July  9,.1880. 

During  the  pioneer  days  Mr.  Mount  used  to 
work  at  his  trade,  and  for  recompense  he  had  to 
fake  almost  anything  that  was  offered,  such  as 
produce.  He  added  to  his  original  farm  and  at 
One  time  owned  nearly  four  hundred  acres.  lie 
now  has  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  two-thirds 


of  which  are  under  cultivation,  anil  lie  has  erected 
three  residences  upon  his  farm.  Hehas  lived  here 
fifty-five  years  and  has  <t-vn  this  section  of  Michi- 
gan pass  through  all  the  stages  from  a  wilder- 
ness to  its  present  prosperous  condition. 

The  political  sympathies  of  Mr.  Mount  have 
brought  him  in  line  with  the  Republican  party 
and  in  public  movements  he  has  ever  taken  a  deep 
interests,  lie  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Hoard  in  this  district  and  has  helped  forward  in 
every  way  all  progressive,  educational  movements. 

To  his  children  he  gave  as  good  educational 
advantages  as  he  could  secure  and  into  their  minds 
instilled  a  love  for  learning.  Success  has  followed 
his  efforts  ever  since  his  first  coming  to  Michigan 
and  he  is  now  eighty-three  years  of  age  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  excellent  health. 


*  ~#*NN 


(HIS  ('.  WEINMANN,  a  flourishing  and 
(e)  enterprising  business  man  and  citizen  of 
Vim  Arbor,  is  the  proprietor  of  a  fine  meat 
market  on  Washington  Street,  where  he  keeps 
everything  for  the  accommodation  of  his  many 
customers.  lie  was  born  in  the  city  of  Ann  Ar- 
bor. February  2.~>.  1H(>7.  and  is  the  only  son  of 
John  Michael  and  Dorothea  (Stein)  Weinmann. 
The  father  was  born  Augusl  10,  !«.'!(!.  in  Platten- 
li.udt.  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  was  a  son  of 
Michael  and  Anna  Maria  (Nagel)  Weinmann.  He 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  place  and 
in  1858  came  to  America,  he  immediately  pressed 
his  way  Westward  as  far  as  Ann  Arbor.  He  firsl 
found  employment  on  a  farm  near  the  city,  after 
which  hi'  worked  in  a  tannery  for  Mr.  Krause,  then 
changing  his  business,  learned  the  trade  of  a 
butcher  of  Mi-.  Louis  Fritz,  and  worked  for  him  a 
number  of  years.  He  went  into  business  for  him- 
self in  lcS(i:i  in  which  he  was  engaged  until  his 
death  which  occurred  August  21,   1890. 

John  Michael  Weinmann  was  married  to  Anna 
Dorothea  Stein,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Magda- 
linc  (Horn bach er)  Stem  of  Scio  Township,  six 
children  were  horn  to  them,    three    sons  and  three 
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daughters,  of  whom  one  son  dud  in  infancy,  an- 
other sun  Robert,  died  in  liis  fourth  year.  The 
children  now  living  are  named  Elizabeth  M..  Louis 
C,  our  subject,  Emma  C,  and  Louise  1".  In  1868, 
Mr.  \\ 'einmann  boughl  the  house  and  lot.  on  the 
corner  of  Fifth  Avenue  and  Washington  Street  and 
in    1*77  linill  a   brick  Store  on   the  Inline  place  after 

having  moved  the  frame  building  away,  lie  was 
a  member  of  the  Aneient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men and  of  Arbeiter  Verein. 

( >nr  subject  was  educated  in  the  city  schools  and 
and  the  High  School  of  Ann  Arbor.  He  com- 
menced his  business  life  by  assisting  his  father  in 
the  meat  market  where  he  acquired  a  good  knowl- 
edge of  the  business  and  after  his  father's  death 
continued  to  carry  it  on  most  successfully.  He  is 
now  one  of  the  most  promising  ami  enterprising 
young  men  m  the  city.  All  the  members  of  his 
family  are  noted  for  their  intelligence  and  worth. 
In  connection  with  his  market  he  keeps  a  large  re- 
frigerator and  ice  house  thus  securing  the  best 
means  of  keeping  his  meats.  I  lis  shop  is  noted  for 
being    one  of  the  neatest  and  best  kept  in  the  city 


■    '    ^L 
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'  AMES  MoMAHON.  We  are  pleased  to  be 
able  to  "give  the  sketch  of  another  member 
of  the  McMahon  family,  which  in  its  vari- 
ous representatives  has  added  much  to  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  this  part  of  the  county. 
This  gentleman  was  born  in  I816in  County  Down, 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  his  father.  John,  being  a 
native  of  the  same  county  where  he  carried  on  a 
farm,  lie  came  to  America  in  1835  and  made  his 
way  at  once  to  Michigan,  where  he  settled  in  Man- 
chester Township,  boughl  a  farm  and  lived  upon  it 
until  his  death   it  the  age  of  sixty-one. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  maiden- 
hood a-  1  r.-ulla  Carnahan.  and  she  was  of  Scotch 
descent.     Shediedin  Ireland  when  her  son   .lames 

was  still  S    little   child,    and     left     ten    children     lo 

mourn  her  loss,  only  three  of  whom  .'ire  now  sur- 
viving. Our  subject  was  theyoungesl  child  of  the 
family  and  deeply  fell  the  loss  of  the  mother,     lie 


was  reared  in  hi-  native  home  and  remained  there 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  year-  when  he 
came  to  America  in  1835  and  helped  in  clearing 
and  cultivating  the  home    farm. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  Our  Subject  worked 
by  the  month  on  the  farms  of  neighbors  lor  about 
>i\  years  and  then  purchased  a  farm,  paying  for  ii 
with  the  money  which  he  had  accumulated  from 
his  wages.     His  property  comprised  sixty  acres  in 

Sharon     Township,    and     here     he    made    his    home 

with  his  young  wife  Theodocia  Merriman,  to  whom 

he  was  united  in  marriage  April  8,  1*1 1,  she  »:i- 
born  in  ( Itisco  Township.  <  tnondaga  County,  N.  V.. 
February  29,  1*2  1.  Her  lather.  Ben  On  i  Merriman 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  her  mother.  Au- 
gusta Danford.  was  born  in  Massachusetts.  They 
came  to  Michigan  in  1840  and  from  that  time  un- 
til their  earthly  careers  were  ended  t  hey  made  their 
home  in  Manchester  Township.  The  mother  com- 
pleted her  three-score  years  and  ten.  and  the  father 
survived  until  he  was  eighty-four  years  old.  Mrs. 
McMahon  has  but  one  brother  now  living — <  re<  irg< 
Merriman — who  resides  in  this   township. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  remained  upon  his  little 
farm  in  Sharon  Township  for  four  years  and  then 
disposed  of  it  and  purchased  the  one  of  two  hun- 
dred acres  where  he  now  resides.  Most  of  it  is 
under  cultivation  and  upon  it  are  many  excellent 
improvements.  Every  tree  upon  the  place  ami  :iil 
the  improvements  have  been  placed  there  by  him. 
The  house  which  is  both  comfortable  and  attrac- 
tive was  creeled  in  I  *i;n.     Our  subject  feels  that  he 

has  done  his  full  Share  in  the  hard  work  of  the 
world  and  he  has  now  retired  from  active  business 
and  is  letting  Others  take  his  place  in  the  severe 
labor  of  life. 

Six  children  were  granted  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife,  namely:  Charles  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  months;  .lame.-  Ii..  who  was  born  in  Sharon 
Township,  this  county,  and  is  a  lawyer  in  Luding- 
ton.  this  Stale,  and  was  at  one  time  the  .Indue  of 
the  Probate  Court  there;  John  A.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years;  <  l-eorge  I'.,  who  i>  in  the  insur- 
ance, farming  and  fruit  business  at  [Aldington; 
Charles  I).,  who  has  charge  of  the  home  farm,  and 
Nellie  T.  the  only  daughter,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr- 
ib w.  Schmidt  at  Chelsea, 
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The  declarations  of  the  Republican  party  embody 

the  political  views  of  our  subject,  and  his  first  Pres- 
idential ballot  was  cast  for  William  Henry  Harrison 
in  1840,  and  he  and  his  sons  had  the  pleasure  of 
voting  for  the  grandson  of  that  President  during 
the  last  presidential  campaign.  He  was  at  one 
time  engaged  in  shipping  stock  to  Buffalo.  N.  Y. 
but  does  not  now  carry  on  that  branch  of  business. 
The  Presbyterian  Church  is  the  religious  body 
with  which  Mrs.  McMahon  is  connected. 


,/^y  IIAKLKN    DWYER,  who  is  the   present  ef- 
I  licit-lit   Sheriff  of  Washtenaw  County,  was 

\-S  born  in  Dexter  Township,  this  county, 
August  17,  1847.  He  is  a  son  of  Morris  Dwyer, 
who  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  when  a  boy.  He  early  took  an  ac- 
tive interests  in  local  politics,  casting  his  first  vote 
after  becoming  naturalized  for  Andrew  Jackson, 
lie  married  Ann  McCool,  who  was  born  in  the 
North  of  Ireland.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Charles 
McCool.  who  was  a  native  of  Scotland.  The  mar- 
riage of  our  subject's  parents  took  place  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  where  they  immediately  after- 
ward settled  and  spent  the  following  ten  years. 
In  1835  they  removed  to  this  county  and  located 
upon  a  farm  in  Dexter  Township.  The  elder  Mr. 
Dwyer  made  his  purchase  from  the  Government. 
The  home  farm  was  greatly  improved  by  our 
subject's  parents,  and  was  their  home  until  the 
death  of  the  father,  which  occurred  September  I*. 
1K7K.  The  mother  followed  him  the  succeeding 
year,  her  decease  taking  place  in  February.  1879. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  there  being 
three  boys  and  two  girls,  all  of  whom  are  still 
living.  Charles  Dwyer  being  the  youngest  of  the 
family  was  perhaps  more  exempt  from  the  duties 
incident  to  farm  life  than  the  other  members  of  the 
family,  lie  spent  his  school  days  in  Dexter  Town- 
ship and  in  vacations  and  out  of  school  hours  as- 
sisted in  the  work  of  the  farm,  remaining  al  home 
until  the  death  of  his   parents, 


After  the  decease  of  his  parents  our  subject 
bought  out  the  equities  of  flic  other  heirs  and  is 
now  sole  owner  of  the  old  homestead,  which  com- 
prises one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  tine  land 
and  good  buildings.  Mr.  Dwyer  rents  the  farm, 
and  having  good  tenants,  if  brings  him  a  comfort- 
able income.  January  21.  IK7(i,  Mr.  Dwyer  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Kiltie  M.  Lyman,  of 
Dexter  Township,  and  a  native  of  the  same  place. 
Her  father,  Thomas  Lyman,  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  there.  A  native  of  Ireland,  he  came  to 
Washtenaw  County  when  a  young  man  and  settled 
on  a  farm,  which  he  conducted  successfully  for 
many  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dwyer  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  as  follows:  Minnie  A..  Ed- 
ward L..  William.  Charles  L..  Francis  and  Katie. 
Our  subject  has  always  enjoyed  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citi/.ens  and  has  been  en- 
trusted with  many  of  the  prominent  positions  of 
local  office.  He  has  served  as  School  Inspector  of 
Dexter  Township  and  was  Supervisor  for  four 
terms.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he  was  elected  Sheriff 
of  his  county  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  assuming 
the  duties  of  his  office  in  January,  1889.  In  1891 
he  was  re-elected  with  a  majority  of  sixteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  receiving  a  complimentary  vote 
of  about  four  hundred  ahead  of  his  ticket. 


o 


ILLIAM  T.  MANLY  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Superior  Township,  Washtenaw 
County.  He  was  born  in  Canada  in  1836, 
but  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  growth  and  evolution  of  social,  po- 
litical and  natural  life  in  Michigan,  as  he  came 
herewith  his  parents  when  two  years  of  age  and 
has  spent  the  years  since  thai  time  in  this  imme- 
diate vicinity,  with  flic  exception  of  three  years, 
during  which  tune  he  lived  in  Livingston  County. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  sou  of  Elijah  and 
Lois  (Thomas)  Manly.  The  former  is  a  native  of 
Chittington,  Vt.,  there  bom  in  1811.  His  mother 
was  born  in  the  Empire  Stale  in    1813.      Mr.  Manly 
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was  reared  on  the  farm  and  received  bis  educa- 
tional advantages  in  the  districl  school  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  his  borne.  Me  began  life  for  himself  at  an 
earbi  age  and  bj  bis  own  efforts  has  accumulated 
the  comfortable  fortune  which  he  now  enjoys,  lie 
is  the  proprietor  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
of  land  in  Salem  and  eighty'  acres  in  Superior 
Township,  all  of  which  is  under  an  excellent  state 
of  cultivation.  He  also  lias  a  good  class  of  houses 
upon  his  places  and  other  buildings  in  harmony 
with  the  general  tenor  of  the  property. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  the  second  in  order 
of  birth  in  a  family  of  four  children,  whose  names 
an  as  follows:  Sarah  V...  who  died  when  jusl  bud- 
ding into  womanhood,  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  Fol- 
lowing her  comes  our  subject,  then  Eli  S.  and 
Charles  II..  both  residents  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  both 
soldiers  in  the  late  war,  one  having  enlisted  with 
the  First  Michigan  infantry  and  the  other  with 
the  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry.  Eli  lostan  arm 
:it  nine  Springs,  Tenn.,  and  Charles  losl  his  .'inn 
at  Gettysburg.  The  accident  to  each  was  similar, 
as  the    left  arm  was  shot  away  at  the  shoulder. 

Our  subject  united  himself  for  better  or  worse 
at  the  age  of  nineteen  with  Miss  Helen  Perry,  a 
daughter  of  Shields  Perry,  a  native  of  New  York. 
Into  Aii.  and  Mrs.  Manh  have  been  born  two 
children — Mason  \Y..  a  resident  now  of  Grand 
Rapids,  and  Eva  L.,  the  wife  of  Freeman  Covert, 
who  is   a  resident  of  Ann  Arbor. 


'  <>1IN  COSTELLO.  Among  the  reputable 
men  of  Dexter  who  in  their  conduct  of  bus- 
iness matters  and  the  duties  belonging  to 
the  various  relation-  of  life  have  acquired  a 

worthy  name,  we  may   well    mention     Mr.    Costello, 

who  has  been  in  business  of  one  kind  and  another 
in  this  city  and   its   vicinity  since  he  was   twenty 

years  Old,  and  has  been  known  from  \\\>  earliest 
childhood  as  worthy  of  the  respect  and  considera- 
tion of  his  neighbors. 

The   nativity    of  this  gentleman  was  in  this  vil- 
lage of  Dexter,  in  I  832,  i>ui  bis  parentage  was  from 


across  the  seas,  as  bis  father,  Kyi  an.  and  his  mother, 
Hannah  (Ryan)  Costello,  were  both  born  on  the 
green  isle  of  Erin.  IT i<* \  gave  to  their  son  the 
best  opportunities  lor  an  education  which  could  be 

attained  in  Dexter  and  he  early  turned  to  a  busi- 
ness life  and  exhibited  almost  before  outgrowing 
his  boyhood  a  sound  judgment  and  a  keen  enter- 
prise. 

At  the  age  of  t  wenty  \  ears  John  Costello  opened 
a  general  -tore  in  Dexter  and  for  a  decade  be  car- 
ried this  on  successfully,  winning  friends  and  cus- 
tomers and  ha  vim;  his  full  share  of  the  trade  of  the 
place  lie  was  iii  this  business  until  \x('r2  and 
then,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Everts,  lie  purchased 
the  City  Mills  of  Dexter,  which  they  kept  under 
their  control  until  August,  1880.  lb-re  they  car- 
ried ,m  a  successful  line  of  business  in  dry-goods 
and  genera]  merchandising. 

Mr.  Costello  also  became  gr<  ail\  interested  in  the 

Scio    Mills,    which    was  situated   uj the    river 

some  three  miles  from  Dexter.  This  mill  was 
started  in  1835,  bj  S.  \\  .  Foster,  who  at  the  same 
time  laid  out  and  platted  the  village  of  Scio  at  the 
bend  of  the  river,  on  sections  9  and    10.     tie   had 

great    hopes    that   this  would  he  a   prosperous  place. 

but  it  was  almost  too  near  to  Dexterand  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  rival  village,  which  is  now  called 
Delhi,  two  mi!e>  below,  was  a  sufficient  barrier  to 
its  growth.  Il  has  never  became  much  more  than 
a  hamlet,  but  it  had  great  natural  advanfc 
which  may  yet  make  it  of  value,  as  the  water- 
power  there  is  said  to  be  the  besl  on  the  Huron 
River,  having  a  fall  of  some  ten  feet.  As  Mr. Cos- 
tello did  not  liud  that  he  could  make  a  financial 
success  of  his  business  in  Scio,  he  sold  out  and 
established  himself  in  Dexter  in  the  mercantile  line. 

The  marriage  of  our  subjeel  in  1864,  to  Mary 
Ann  llarrie.  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  Har- 
rie.  brought  to  him  eight  children,  four  sons  and 
four  daughters;  onlj  live  arc  now  living— Mary 
E.,  Josephine,   Mice  R.,  Johnand  Kyrau. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Costello  are  devout  and  active 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  are 
much  depended  upon  tor  efficient  help  in  all  its 
enterprises.     Mr.  Costello  is  a  popular  man  am 

his  fellow-citizens,  and  although   lie  do.  -  not    have 

the   political   strength   of  a   man   who  j-  n  strong 
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party  man,  lie  1ms  been  three  times  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Village  Board  and  has  also  served  as 
Clerk  and  Treasurer  of  Scio  Township,  lie  is  not 
connected  with  any  political  party,  luil  uses  his 
individual  judgment  in  deciding  how  he  shall  east 
his  ballot,  and  always  designs  to  vole  for  the  man 
who  will  be  most  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  office  and  most  valuable  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  township. 


:S  RNEST  P.  COOK,  lie  whose  name  appears 
above  among  those  of  the  representative 
I  y  businessmen  of  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  gives 
his  attention  to  the  livery  and  feed  business,  in 
which  he  has  a  large  and  flourishing  trade.  Mr. 
Cook,  a  native  of  this  county,  was  born  in  Salem 
Township.  April  18,  1857.  lie  is  the  eldest  son  of 
Darwin  D.  and  Eliza  II.  (Murray)  Cook.  Our  sub- 
ject's maternal  grandsire  was  Philemon  Murray, 
who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Salem  Town- 
ship. He  was  of  Scotch  descent.  Darwin  Cook 
was  born  in  Vermont,  March  12.  1823,  and  was  a 
son  of  Dr.  Edward  Cook,  a  native  of  New  Eng- 
land. Darwin  was  married  July  I.  1852;  his  wife 
was  born  in  Salem  Township,  this  county.  March  Hi, 
1K.'{.">.  Darwin  Cook  was  a  soldier  in  the  .Mexican 
War.  On  his  return  he  secured  on  his  land  war- 
rant a  tract  in  Clinton  County,  this  State,  lie  was 
a  photographer  and  traveled  about  the  country 
with  a  cart  equipped  for  this  purpose,  taking  pic- 
tures in  the  smaller  towns.  On  locating  in  Salem 
Township  he  turned  his  attention  to  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  and  there  he  lives  at  the 
present  time. 

The  father  of  our  subject  traded  his  quarter  sec- 
tion in  Clinton  County  for  a  tract  of  forty  acres 
off    the    old     homestead    in    Salem    Township,    this 

county,  which  has  been  well  improved.  His  family 
comprises  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. They  are  Ernest  1'..  who  is  he  of  whom  we 
write:  Herbert  C,  who  i-  engaged  as  a  merchant 
tailor  at  Minneapolis.  Minn.;  Kate  11..  the  wife  of 
Henry  0.  Walters,  an   enterprising   farmer  in    Da- 


kota, and  Gertrude  A.,  who  married  Tidsdale  Van 
Atta,  also  a  resident  of  Minneapolis,  in  partnership 
with  Herbert  in  the  merchant  tailoring  business. 

Ernest  1'.  Cook,  as  a  lad.  attended  school  in 
Salem  Township  and  worked  on  his  father's  farm 
until  fifteen  years  of  age.  Hethen  began  working 
out  by  the  month  for  himself,  employing  himself 
in  that  way  until  his  marriage.  Our  subject  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  . I.,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Mary  Wright.  Airs.  Cook  was  horn  in  Clare 
County,  this  stale.  Her  parents  removed  to  North- 
Meld  Township  during  her  early  maidenhood  and 
where  she  afterward  was  engaged  as  a  teacher. 
She  was  horn  May  6,  I860.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook 
have  two  living  children — Stella  May  and  Bertha 
V.     A  son.  Clifford,  died  December  16,  1889. 

After  marriage  our  subject  located  upon  the 
homestead  tract,  having  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Ogemaw  County.  There  they  lived  for 
six  years,  breaking  during  thai  time  sixtj  acre-  of 
laud.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  they  sold 
this  place  and  removed  to  Oakland  County. 
where  they  resided  for  two  years.  They  then  re- 
moved to  Ann  Arbor  and  embarked  in  the  livery 
business,  securing  his  business  here  by  trading  his 
forty  acres  in  Oakland  County,  lie  here  has  a 
good  barn  and  an  excellent  class  of  vehicles  with 
horses  to  suit  the  public  taste.  Mr.  Cook  owns 
two  lots  located  in  Grand  View  Addition  and  also 
some  land  in  Cottage  Hill  Addition.  In  his  polit- 
ical sentiments  our  subject  is  a  Democrat.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian (  hureh 


.  -:^mhm 


( IN.  JAMES  s.  ( ;<  IRMAN.  The  ownerof  a 
line  farm  on  section  26,  Lyndon  Township, 
could  well  appreciate  Browning's  pertinent 

(G)  question  "Why  stay  we  here  on  earth  un- 
less to  gl'OW,"  for  he  is  a  man  of  high  and  noble 
aspirations,  whose  ambition  i-  not  small  nor  selfish. 
He  is  a  line  orator  and  speaker  and  takes  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  farthering  the  standing  of  tic  party 
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in  which  he  belongs.     In  private  life  lie  devotes  blooded  .Jersey   entile  and  other  fine   stock.     Our 

himself  to  farming,  having  three  hundred  and  sixty  suhjeel  wasmosl  happy  in  his  marriage,    his   union 

acres  of  choice  land,     lie  is  a  native  of  this  county,  being  with    Miss    Nellie   K.    Bingham    of    Dundee, 

having  been  born  on    the   farm   whereon    he   now  this  State,  and  the  daughter  of  L.  I),   and    Harriet 

resides,  December  28,  1850.                             *  (Edwards)  Bingham.     The  former  was  a  L'niousol- 

Our  subject  was  reared  a  farmer  lad  and  received  dier  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 

the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  district  school.  at  Dundee.     Our  subject  has  one  son,  Galbretb    P. 

He  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  High  School  a1  Chelsea,  Mrs.  Gorman  is  a  I : » <  I  \  of  unusual  attainments.     She 

after  which  he  entered  the  law  department    of    the  is  highly  educated  and   is  truly   refined.     She  is  a 

Michigan  University,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  graduate  of  the  Dundee  High  School  and  prior  to 

in  1876.     Prior  to  his  graduation  he  taught  school  her  marriage  was  engaged  as  a    teacher  for  several 

for  several  winters.     After  finishing  his  law  course  years.     She  is  an   accomplished   musician   and   has 

he    formed   a    partnership   with  a    Mr.    Parkerson  done  some  good  work    in    painting.     Mr.   Gorman 

under  the  name  of  Parkerson  &  Gorman   at  .lack-  is  a  representative  of  the  Democratic  party.     He  is 

son.  This  business  relationship  continued  for  three  a  member  of  Itowena    Lodge,    Knights  of  Pythias. 

and  a    half  years;  he  then   retired  to  his  farm  and  of  Jackson.  Mich.     He  is  a   prominent    member    of 

later  opened  a   law    cilice  in     Dexter.   this    county,  the  Catholic  Church, 
in  1879. 

While  in  the  last-named  place  Mr.   Gorman   was 

elected  to  the  Lower  House  in    1880.     lie   served  •«    \  $"}. — '^=j=^- 

Out  his  term  and  was  then  elected  to  the  State  Sen- 
ate in  1886,  and,in  1888  was  re-elected  and  in  1890 

was  elected  to  the  Un'ted  States  Congress  from  the  «        » II, I, is  BENTON.   The  gentleman  of  whom 

Second  Congressional    District.     His   parents   were  \      /     it   is  our   pleasure  and    privilege  to  here 

Peter  and  Catherine  (Coulan)  Gorman,  the  former  »  V      give  a  short    biographical  .-ketch  was  horn 

came  to  this  township  in   is:i4.  at   which   time  he  April  25,  1839,  in  .Madison  County, N.  Y.,  and  was 

purchased   some   Government     land.      He    then    re-  nine  years  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  Michi- 

turned  to  New  York  ami  worked  until  1836,  when  gau.     lie   has   ever   since   been  a    residenl   of  this 

he  came  back  to  Michigan  and  settled  upon  his  farm,  state  and   the  county  in  which  he  now   lives.     He 

beginning  the  work  of  improvement.  i.-  a  son  of  Elijah  B.  Benton,  whose  father  was  also 

Our  subject's  father  was  married  in  this  county  Elijah  Benton,  a  native  of  Massachusetts  who  in 
and  after  coming  here  made  farming  his  life  study;  early  days  went  to  New  York  and  settled  on  a 
his  decease  occurred  in  1886  when  he  left  a  wife  farm  in  Sherburne,  Madison  County,  where  he  re- 
and  three  sons.  The  mother  is  now  living  at  the  sided  lor  forty  years  and  being  one  of  the  pro- 
age  of  seventy-three  years.     The  39ns  are  Edward,       gressive  pioneers  was   accorded  a  pr inenl    place 

Peter  and  our  subject.    Edward,  who  yfas  a  Union  in  the  official  life  of  the  locality.     In  1848  he  came 

soldier  in  the  One  I  In  ml  red  and   Eleventh    Illinois  to  Michigan  and  he  with  his  son,  that  is  the  father 

Regiment,  served  from  August   1862,  to  .Inly   1865  of  our  subject,  bought  a  farm  in  Lima  Township. 

and  was  commissioned  first  Lieutenant,     lie    and  There  he  resided  for  eight   years  and    there  he  and 

his  brother  Peter  are  large  farmer-    and  are    living  hi-  wife  died,  the  former  in    1856  and    the  latter  in 

one  on  either  side  of  the  old  homestead.  1851.  This  lady  was  our  subject's  step-grand- 
James  s.  Gorman,  our  subject,  resides  on  the  old  mother,  his  grandfather  having  been  married  twice 
homestead  where  he  has  always  made  hi-  home.  previous  to  the  marriage  here  mentioned,  the  >n  - 
except  while  engaged  in  law  practice  at  Jackson  ond  wife  being  the  mother  of  our  subject's  father. 
and  Dexter.  Mi'  ha- a  large  fine  place  and  his  farm  Mr.  Kenton's  grandsire  was  a  drover  while  living 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,     lie  turn-   hi-  in  New   York  and  also  devoted   himself  to  general 

attention    mo-tl\      to     raising    grain     '"it     ha-     lull-  farming.       He    wa-    drafted    into    the   War  of    1812, 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL    ALBUM. 


397 


but  secured  a  substitute.  Elijah  P..  Benton,  our 
subject's  father,  was  born  November  22,  1809,  in 
Sherburne,  N.  Y..  and  was  a  small  boy  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Madison  County. 

Our  subject's  father  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  in  .Madison  County  and  was  there  married  to 
Mis-  Polly  (ciuk.  :i  daughter  of  Moses  11.  Cook,  a 
native  of  Connecticut  but  an  early  settler  in  New 
York  where  lie  died.  His  wife  passed  away  some 
years  later  in  a  place,  near  Chicago,  111.  To  our 
subject's  parents  were  born  live  children,  of 
whom  Willis  was  the  eldest.  There  were  four 
sons  and  one  daughter.  As  above  related,  Elijah 
P..  came  with  his  father  to  Lima  Township. 
this  county,  in  1848,  and  bough!  a  farm  in  which 
he  lived  and  died.  He  cleared  about  one-half  of 
the  estate  and  made  great  improvements,  having 
been  a  hard-working  man  throughoul  his  life.  Al- 
though he  was  in  demand  in  official  positions,  he 
positively  declined  all  local  office,  leaving  that  to 
others  who  had  less  family  responsibilities  than  did 
he.  He  was, however,  interested  in  political  affairs 
and  a  true-blue  Republican. 

On  coming  into  the  new  State  the  original  of 
our  sketch  worked  with  his  father,  assisting  him  in 
clearing  and  improving  the  farm  until  November, 
1866,  when  he  was  married  to  Mis>  Hattie  DuBois, 
a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Lusippe  DuBois.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  (  (range  County,  N.  V..  who 
had  lived  in  Rochester  a  great  many  years  and 
who,  coming  to  Michigan  in  1864,  set  I  led  on  a  farm 
in  Dexter  Township,  thence  removing  to  Ingham 
County  where  he  remained  till  I884,andthen  went 
to  live  with  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  w here  he  re- 
mained until  his  death,  which  took  place  Septem- 
ber 15,  1890.  The  mother  is  >till  living  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  years. 

To  our  subjeel  and  his  wife  three  children  have 
come — Etta  E.,  Willis  II.  and  Mary  L.  The  last 
two  only  are  surviving  al  the  present  time.  Mr. 
Benton  bought  the  farm  whereon  he  now  lives  in 
L868.  It  comprises  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
in  Dexter  Township.  He  has  put  upon  it  excel- 
lent buildings  and  has  greatly  improved  the  land. 
being  a  farmer  who  has  ideas  of  his  own  in  regard 
to  agricultural  affairs,  not  content  to  accept  the 
methods  and  traditions  of  others.     Politically  he  is 


a  Republican  and  one  who  is  much  interested  in 
his  party,  but  who  has  never  aspired  to  hold  local 
office.  He.  however,  was  appointed  on  the  Drain- 
age Committee  and  for  one  year  did  most  excellenl 
service. 


AMES  E.  HARKINS  deals  in  hardware  of 
all  descriptions,  trout  that  which  is  used  in 
building,  to  stoves  of  the  latest  kind  and 
everything  to  use  in  a  kitchen.  He  is  the 
wholesale  and  retail  dealer  of  his  own  invention  in 
toasters  and  broilers  and  which  are  known  as 
■•.bins."  He  also  puts  in  furnaces,  pumps  and  gas- 
oliue  stoves. 

Mr.  Ilarkins  is  a  native  of  this  city,  having  been 
born  in  Ann  Arbor  June  •">.  1859.  His  parents  were 
Bernard  and  Margaret  (Kelly)  Ilarkins.  Both  came 
from  the  Emerald  Isle,  emigrating  to  this  country 
in  youth,  and  first  locating  in  the  East.  They 
were  married  in  Syracuse.  X.  V..  where  our  sub- 
ject's father  settled  for  a  time  and  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business,  lie  removed  with  his  family 
to  this  State  and  settled  in  Ann  Arbor  in  1845, 
continuing  the  grocery  trade  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  took  place  in  January,  1866,  while  lie 
was  in  his  sixty-second  year.  His  wife  still  sur- 
vives and  makes  her  home  with  our  subject.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  .lames  Ivelley,  a  native  of  the 
country  whose  emblem  is  the  shamrock.  She  is 
the  mother  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  lived  to 
be  grown  and  six  of  whom  survive  at  the  present 
time.  Of  these  Mr.  James  E.  Harkins  is  the  young- 
est. 

Our  Subject    passed    his   school    days   and   yoilllg 

ma  nl I  in  this  city  and  after  finishing  in  the  gram- 
mar department    became    a   student    in    the    High 

Scl 1.     When  eighteen   years    of   age    he    began 

learning  the  tinner's  trade,  entering  the  employ  of 
John  Schumacher  with  whom  he  remained  for  nine 
years.  In  1*11  he  launched  into  business  for  him- 
self, beginning,  however,  on  a  small    scale   on    the 

site  of  his  present  Stand,    which   is    located     at     No. 
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28  I-"..  Huron  Street.  Here  In-  has  a  fine  store  thai 
i-  24x100  firi  in  dimensions.  He  carries  a  very 
full  stock  of  ilic  class  of  house-furnishing  goods  of 
which  we  have  spoken.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  the 
Peninsular  furnaces,  which  find  a  ready  sale  in  this 
locality.  He  also  does  a  large  amount  of  repairing. 
( > i » i -  subject  has  considerable  inventive  genius  and 
has  secured  several  patents  upon  articles  in  daily 
use.  He  is  now  interested  in  the  Harkins  ii  Willis 
bread  toaster  in  which  he  has  a  large  trade,  haviug 
manufactured  this  article  since  January  12.  1890, 
and  since  that  he  has  made  over  thirty-two  thousand 
which  havefound  ready  saletothe  joining  trade. 
Ii  is  — .- 1 i <  1  that  talent  does  what  it  can;  genius  does 
what  it  must,  and  as  we  believe  Mr.  Harkins  has 
real  genius  it  may  be  expected  of  him  in  the  fu- 
ture that  he  will  ; i <  1  < I  greatly  to  the  conveniences 
and  comforts  of  our  modern  living  by  his  inven- 
tive power. 


* 


P  RAN  CIS  STOFFLET.  The  gentleman  who 
has  so  enticing  an  array  of  journals  and 
periodicals  at  his  store,  which  is  must  cen- 
trally located  in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor, commends 
himself  most  agreeably  to  its  patrons,  who  seldom 
leave  his  establishment  unsatisfied.  Mr.  Stofflet 
was  horn  in  Northampton  County.  Pa.,  on  a  farm, 
February  22.  1841.  His  parents  were  Levi  and 
Anna  K.  (Meyers)  Stofflet.  The  former  was  a  far- 
mer, who  devoted  himself  to  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture in  Northampton  County,  and  there  lived 
until  1874,  at  which  time  his  decease  occurred. 
His  wife  outlived  him  liv  a  number  of  years,  her 
death  taking  place  in  September,  1879. 

Francis  Stofflet  is  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth  of 
a  family  of  twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  attained 
yeare  of  maturity.  Our  subject  entered  the  dis- 
trict school  in  his  native  county  and  there  gained 
the  rudiments  of  his  education.     As  did    most   of 

the  farmer  lads  of  thai  section,  he  spenl  his  sum- 
mers iii  assisting  his  lather  on  the  farm,  and  put  in 
many  a  hard  day  in  harvesting,  under  the  blazing 
Pennsylvania  sun.     lie  occupied  the  winters,  after 


finishing  hi-  own  course,  in  teaching  school,  which 
he  followed  for  twenty-six  years  in  all.  In  1863 
he  enlisted  in  <  ompanj  I). one  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
third  Pennsylvania  Infantry.  Col.  Glanz  being 
commanding  officer.     His  regimenl  was  assigned  to 

duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  tlc\  look 
part  in  many  of  the  celebrated  battles  of  that 
storm\  period.  Mr.  Stofflel  was  a  participant  in 
the  battle  of  Charlotteville  and  also  al  •  rettj  sburg, 
in  which  he  was  wounded,  being  -hot  through  tin- 
left  elbow.  A-  soon  as  he  was  able  to  travel  he 
was  senl  home  and  afterward  discharged  from  ser- 
vice on  a  surgeon's  certificate. 

On  recovering  sufficiently  from  the  effects  of  his 
wound,  our  subject  again  engaged  in  teaching  and 
continued  in  that  profession  up  to  L869.  In  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  he  came  to  Ann  Arbor, and 
entering  the  University  of  Michigan,  devoted  him- 
self to  the  study  of  law  and  was  graduated  from 
that  department  in  L871.  He  afterward  began 
teaching  in  Rochester,  Oakland  Countj  this  state, 
and  followed  it  a-  a  profession  until   1*77. 

On  returning  to  Ann  Arbor  at  the  above-men- 
tioned date,  the  original  of  our  sketch  began  to 
print  and  publish  the  Ann  Arbor  Daily  Times. 
One    year   later    he    discontinued    the    paper   and 

responded  to  a  recall  to  leach  in  Monee.  Will 
County,  III.,  where  he  remained  for  one  year,  hav- 
ing taught  there  three  successive  sca-on-  before. 
Again  returning  to  Ann  Arbor,  he  settled  down  per- 
manently and  was  engaged  iii  printing  and  clerk- 
ing until  1881,  when  he  embarked  in  the  mercan- 
tile business,  in  partnership  with  W.  D.  Adams,  with 
the  linn  name  of  Stofflel  &  Adam-,  one  year  later 
our  subjeel  bougb.1  out  his  partner's  interest  and 
continued  the  business  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  sold  out  and  then  started  the  news 
depol  al  No.  12  North  Main  Street,  where  he  car- 
lie-  a  line  -lock  of  the  principal  papers  and  maga- 
zines of  the  day,  including  the  popular  month- 
lies Of  London  and  Pari-. 

On  August  13,  1873,  Mr.  Stofflel  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Sprague,  of  Rochester,  this  state, 
she  was  a  daughter  of  Rollin  Sprague,  of  that 
place.  Her  parents  came,  the  father  from  Next 
York  and  the  mother  from  Detroit.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stofflel  have  four  children,   whose  name-   are 
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Elmer  M..  Harvey,  Rena  and  Claude.  Our  subject 
andhis  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  Politically  he  of  whom  we  write  isa  Pro- 
hibition Republican.  Their  residence,  which  is  lo- 
cated at  No.  I!.  Lawrence  Street,  is  a  fine  structure, 
which  is  modern  in  style  of  architecture  and  in 
supply  of  conveniences.  11  is  well  furnished  and 
makes  a  pleasant  home. 


nni  m cj- 


RASTUS  P.  .\IAsoN.  The  Superintendent 
of  the  Poor  Farm  who  mitigates  to  as  great 
*_  _^  a  degree  as  possible  the  miseries  of  the  un- 
fortunate inmates  of  that  institution,  is  he  whose 
name  appear-  above.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Barry.  Orleans  County.  X.  V..  May  8,  1827.  rfis 
father  was  Paschal  Mason,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
but  who  had  spent  many  years  in  New  York.  He 
was  born  in  the  beginning  Of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. Our  subject's  paternal  grandsire  was  Josiah 
.Mason,  also  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  of  English 
stock.  Our  subject's  mother  was  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage a  .Miss  Harriet  Warner,  a  native  of  New  York 
who  was  born  in  1 H ( » 7 .  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Enos  Warner,  whose  family  was  of  Irish  ancestry. 
Our  subject's  parents  were  married  in  Orleans 
County  and  there  settled.  In  1832  thev  removed 
to  Michigan,  coming  hither  via  Detroit  and  located 
in  Nankin  Township.  Wayne  <  ounty,  where  thej 
remained  for  eighteen  years.  They  then  removed  to 
S:iIeuiTownship  this  count y. and  here  carried  on  gen- 
eral farming  for  a  long  time.  In  1861  they  removed 
to  Ann  Arbor  and  our  subject 's  father  here  died  in 
1K7.">,  his  wife  surviving  a  number  of  years,  her 
decease  occurring  in  1888. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  is  one  of  four  children 
horn  to  his  parents.  There  were  three  sons  and 
one  daughter  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Betsey 
E.,  Erastus  P.,  John  W.,  and  Josiah  E.  The  third 
son  was  a  physician  at  Dundee,  where  he  died. 
Betsey  still  remains  unmarried  and  occupies  the 
old  homestead.  Josiah  E.  lives  in  North  Dakota. 
Our  Subject  was  about  live  years  of  age  when  his 
parents    came    to  Michigan,  SO    that    his  school    life 


began  about  that  time.  He  attended  school  in  the 
town  of  Nankin,  where  t  he  advantages  were  limited 
and  crude. 

Mr.  Mason  assisted  his  father  with  the  work  of 
the  farm  until  he  had  reached  his  majority,  and  in 
fact  did  not  leave  the  home  nest  until  he  h.-cl 
reached  his  twenty-sixth  year,  when  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Catherine  C.  Herrick  of  Salem  Township. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Elijah  Herrick,  a  native  of 
New  York.  Mrs.  Mason  was  born  in  this  State. 
After  marriage  the  young  couple  settled  in  Nankin 
and  made  that  their  home  for  eight  years,  mean- 
time engaging  in  general  farming.  Our  subject 
removed  to  Ann  Arbor  in  l!S7f>  and  took  up  his 
residence  at  No.  )!)  Pontiac  Street.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ma -on  have  been  given  the  care  and  the  loving 
responsibility  of  two  children — Lydia  C,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Oscar  Tucker  and  now  resides  in  Mil- 
waukee. Wis.,  and  Ruby,  now  deceased. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  has  served  in  various 
capacities  in  the  public  offices  of  the  county.  He 
was  Commissioner  of  Drainage  and  has  been  thus 
connected  for  the  past  live  years,  at  the  same  time 
being  Superintendent  of  the  Poor  Farm.  Politi- 
cal!) he  isa  Democral  and  isa  zealous  upholder 
of  the  policy  and  project  of  his  party,  lie  isa 
member  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 


m  i  ^ 


RED  SIPLEY.      The  man  who  stand-  at  tin 
head   of    the     brave    laddie-   to     protect     the 

homes  ami  property  of  the  citizens  of  Ann 

Arbor  from  the  horrors  of  lire,  is  he  whose  name  i- 

given  above.  Mr.  Sipley  isa  native  of  this  county 
and  was  born  in  this  city,  March  22.  1852, hence  il 

may  be  seen  that  he  is  still  in  the  Hush  of  first 
manhood,  with  year-  before  him  in  which  to  ripen 
and  mellow.      Our  subject   is  the    fifth    in    order   of 

birth  of  nine  children  who  were  bom  to  his  parents 
and  eight  of  whom  arc  living  at  the  present  time, 
lie  isa  son  of  John  I'',  and  Catherine  (Maier)  sip- 
lev,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany. 

Our  subject's    parent-  emigrated   to  the   I' idled 
states  about   1843,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  Wash- 


too 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL    ULB1  M. 


tenav  County,  settling  in  Ann  Arbor.  Our  sub- 
ject's mother  died  in  1887  when  in  her  seventy- 
third  year.  Fred  Siple};  %\  n  -  reared  at  home  and 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Ann  Arbor,  where 
he  pursued  his  studies  until  sixteen  years  <_> t  age. 
At  thai  time  he  began  to  learn  the  tinner's  trade, 
being  in  the  employ  of  Peas  &  Flemming  for  five 
n  * ■ : 1 1 ■  — .  Afterward  he  worked  for  other  parties  in 
Ann  Arbor,  devoting  in  .-ill  eleven  years  to  the 
i  inner's  trade. 

Our  subject  subsequently  went  to  the  northern 
pari  of  the  State  where  he  became  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  and  bad  n  mill  for  making  lumber, 
lath  and  shingles.  Returning  to  Ann  Arbor  he  was 
appointed  on  the  police  force  and  was  so  engaged 
for  two  years,  being  patrolman  during  that  time 
and  the  three  years  following  lie  acted  as  Chief  Of 
poliee.and  when  reappointed  in  1889  he  resigned  bis 
position  in  order  to  accepl  the  office  of  Chief  of 
the  lire  department,  being  also  Superintendent  of 
the  city  poor. 

Socially  our  subject  is  connected  with  Osteningo 
Lodge,  No.  295,  I.  O.  <).  V.  In  bis  political  views 
he  leans  to  the  Democratic  party  and  give.-  thai 
the  weighl  of  his  influence  and  vote.  When  in 
Lake  County  our  subject  was  elected  Commissioner 
of  Highways  and  for  two  years  acted  as  Deputy 
Sheriff,  the  Sheriff  being  at  the  time  J.  .1.  Robin- 
son. Mr.  Sipley  is  a  bale  fellow  well  met  with  the 
i -In. ice  >pirit>  of  the  time  and  is  a  loyal  citizen  and 
a  good  chief  of  the  department  of  which  be  lias 
charge. 


i 


AMES  11.  MARTIN.  Section  15,  upon  which 
is  the  farm  owned  by  our  subject,  i-  bisected 
by  the  Saline  River,  which  winds  its  way  in 
serpentine  folds  thai  charmingly  break  the 
monotony  of  the  landscape.  Here  Mr.  Martin 
has  one  of  the  fmeSl   farms  in  the  township,  having 

spared  no  expense  or  trouble  in  draining  and  im- 
proving his  place  and  in  the  erection  of  excellent 
buildings.     A  native  of  this  county,   but    born    in 

Manchester  Township,  the  natal  day  of  our  Mihjcct 
was   \pril   I.  is  I.".,      lb-  i- a  son  of  Samuel  Martin. 


who  was  a   native    of  North  Ireland,  there  horn  Sep- 

temiier  ll.  1816.  He  was  broughl  by  bis  parents 
to  America  when  but  nine  years  of  age  and  was 
reared  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  V..  until  L886, 
when  he  came  to  Michigan,  locating  firsl  in  Detroit, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  work  on   a    farm   by  the 

month,  thence  went    to    l'.eloit.    Wis.,    where    he    n - 

retained  for  two  years  and  was  in  (  bicago  when  it 
was  a  village  no  more  promising  than  many  otbei 
villages  on  the  frontier  al  thai  time,  from  Wi-- 
consin  the  senior  Mr.  .Martin  returned  to  Detroit, 
where  he  was  married  to  our  subject's  mother. 
Mary  Myles,  a  native  of  Ireland.  The  young  cou- 
ple  went  together  to  New  York  and  thence  to  Man- 
chester in  1*11.  where  they  located  on  a  [arm  on 
section  2M. 

About  1851  our  subject's  father  bought  the  farm 
upon  which  he  remained  as  long  as  he  lived,  spend- 
ing his  latter  days  with  our  subject  from  1*71  un- 
til the  time  of  his  death.  July  7.  1889.  Politically 
he  was  a  Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Union 
League.  (  )ur  subject "s  mother  died  in  1853.  The\ 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy  and 
three  of  whom  survive  at  the  present  time. 

I  le  of  whom  we  write  is  the  second  child  and  son 
born  to  his  parents  and  was  reared  in  Manchester 
Township.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  be 
bought  his  own  farm  and  then  his  father  made  bis 
home  with  him.  Mr.  Martin  was  married  March 
20.  IS72.  to  Miss  Harriet  .lolmson.  a  native  of  this 
State  and  born  in  Bridgewater  Township.  AugUSl 
11.  1851.  Our  subject  located  firsl  on  the  old 
homestead  which  he  had  bought  of  his  father  and 
there  remained,  devoting  himself  to  general  farm- 
ing until  1880  when  he  moved  to  the  place  where 
he  now  resides,  having  sold  bis  former  place. 

Mr.  Martin  located  where  he  now  lives  in  1887. 
lie  rented  his  plac<  and  moved  to  Manchester  vil- 
lage, remaining  there  for  three  years,  during  which 
time  he  took  two  trips  to  Montana  and  Idaho  and 
was  gone  eight  months,  his  wife  accompanying  him 
in  order  to  see  the  wonderful  country  of  the  North- 
west. Our  subject  returned  to  his  farm  in  June, 
1 890  and  has  since  given  it  his  attention.  He  is 
the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  here. 
On  his  return   he  found  the  place  much  run    down. 
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there  not  being  a  gate  on  the  place,  bul  he  has  set 
himself  with  energy  to  rearranging  and  improving 
:ind  has  put  nine  thousand  feet  of  tile  on  the  farm 
and  has  put  it  generally  in  good"  shape.  He  and 
his  good  wife  have  been  denied  the  comfort  of 
children  in  their  family  but  their  hearts  are  (  pen 
to  the  sorrows  and  cares  of  others. 


J  (>|{.\CE  CARPENTER.  One  of  the  vener- 
k  able  and  venerated  residents  of  Ann  Arbor, 
whose  life  has  been  spent  in  doing  good  to 
i^)  others  and  in  upholding  tin1  rights  of  all. 
was  born  in  Locke.  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y..  Decem- 
bey  I.  1805.  His  parents,  Ezra  and  Lucy  (Peren) 
(  arpentcr.  were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  the  tat  her 
being  born  in  Attlebury  and  being  a  son  of  Ezra 
Carpenter,  St.,  who  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the 
Revolutionary  War.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
also' one  of  the  defenders  of  his  country  and  served 
during  the  War  of  1812  as  a  soldier,  lie  was  also 
a  surveyor  and  his  compass  which  was  made  in 
1790,  is  now  preserved  in  the  University  of  Michi 
gan  by  Professor  Davis,  of  the  surveying  depart- 
ment. 

It  was  in  1798  thai  the  parents  of  our  subject 
were  united  in  marriage,  and  began  married  life  in 
Massachusetts.  Subsequently,  in  1803,  they  re- 
moved to  the  wilds  of  New  York'.  Then  being 
seized  with  the  Western  fever,  they  determined 
to  come  to  Michigan,  making  the  journey  in  the 
spring  of  1826  and  landing  May  \2  at  Detroit. 
The  son  Horace  accompanied  his  father  in  his  jour- 
ney in gs  about  and  they  were' so  well  pleased  with 
the  beautiful  timber  land  which  they  found  in 
Washtenaw  County  that  they  determined  to  make 
this  their  home.  They  settled  in  Pittsfield  Town- 
ship and  at  once  proceeded  to  erect  a  log  house.  The 
elder  Mr.  (arpentcr  was  a  surveyor  in  New  York 
but  gaveall  his  instrument-  to  his  son  Horace,  who 
often  made  use  ot  them.  Hordes  of  Indians  roai  ted 
through  the  woods  and  the  lad  well  remembers  his 

friendly    intcicoursc    with    them.      The  father  pro 


cured  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  which 
he  cleared  and  began  cultivating. 

He  was  an  earnest  and  conscientious  member  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Ann  Arbor  and 
was  soon  elected  Elder,  which  office  he  faithfully 
discharged  until  the  autumn  of  1829,  when  he  re- 
moved his  church  relationship  to  the  new  church 
at  Ypsilanti,  where  he  gave  his  services  faithfully 
to  its  upbuilding  until  his  death.  February  17, 
1841.  He  Mas  a  man  of  true  benevolence  and 
faithful  and  earnest  Christian  spirit,  and  his  loss 
was  sadly  mourned  throughout  "fair  Washtenaw." 
His  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  spirit  world  in 
1837,  leaving  four  sons  and  four  daughters  to 
mourn  her  loss,  half  of  whom  have  now  followed 
her  to  the  other  world. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were  Ly- 
man, a  physician,  who  died  in  California,;  Esther, 
widow  of  Andrew  Coryell,  now  residing  in  Ridge- 
way.  Lenawee  County,  and  although  in  her  nine- 
tieth year,  is  full  of  activity  and  usefulness;  Justus 
died  in  Minnesota  in  his  seventy-eighth  year;  Sarah 
died  when  a  young  lady;  Harriet  M.  died  in  1842; 
Ezra,  now  a,  resident  of  Kalamazoo,  is  general 
manager  for  Hie  Cahill  &  Co.'s  factory  for  the 
manufacture  of  agricultural  implements. 

Horace  Carpenter  passed  his  youth  in  Locke.  N. 
Y..  and  received  his  schooling  under  the  super- 
vise  f  Mr.  Cobb,  the  author  of  Cobb's  Spelling 

Hook,  which  was  next  to  Webster's  a  standard 
work  in  the  old  days.  Upon  reaching  his  majority 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Celia  Bradley, 
of  his  native  town,  a  daughter  'if  l'hilo  Bradley. 
This  was  the  year  when  the  young  man  tried  the 
wilderness  of  the  West  with  his  father  and  decided 
to  settle  upon  a  farm  and  follow  the  carpenter's 
trade,  which  lie  had  learned  in  New  York,  lie 
put     up  the  first   building    that   was    erected     in  the 

village  of  Saline  and  also  a  large  barn  for  Luther 
Boyden,  in  Webster  Township,  following  carpentry 
for  about  fifteen  year-.  In  1862  he  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  Washtenaw  County,  serving  one  term, 
which  consisted  of  two  years  and  three  months. 
After  retiring  from  this  position   Mr.  Carpenter 

bought  a  half  interest  in  three  thousand  acres  of 
pine  lands,  which  lie  subsequently  sold  before  their 

rise  in  value,  and  thus  "escaped,"  as  some  of   his 
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friends  have  said,  being  a  very  rich  man  through 
their  great  value,  which  was  soon  developed. 

Mrs.  Celia  (  arpenter  died  in  1878  and  the  sec- 
ond marriage  of  our  subject  occurred  in  1879,  when 
he  was  united  on  the  1st  off  October  with  Mr,g.  Ann 
A.  Stephens,  the  widow  of  (  >scar  C.  Stephens,  of  Lodi 
Township.  She  was  born  in  Geneva,  N.  V..  and 
emigrated  to  ibis  county  at  an  early  day.  she  is  a 
mosl  estimable  lady  and  one  well  fitted  to  be  the 
helpmate  of  tins  worthy  and  honorable  citizen. 
The  grounds  upon  which  the  home  of  Mr.  Carpen- 
ter is  situated  comprise  three  acres  on  Washtenaw 
Avenue,  and  in  thai  home  is  tunnel  (rue  happiness, 
because  i1  is  the  abode  of  those  whose  lives  have 
been  pure  and  true  and  who  have  spenl  their  days 

in  nets  of  justice  and  kindness  to  others. 

Mr.  Carpenter  was  a  member  of  the  Free  Soil 
party  in  early  times  and  allowed  his  name  to  be 
used  ms  their  candidate  for  Sheriff  when  only  six 
persons  voted  thai  ticket  in  Washtenaw  County. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  Supervisor  and  in  1862 
was  elected  County  Treasurer.  At  thai  time  he 
removed  to  Ann  Arbor,  which  has  since  been  his 
home,  lie  wasevera  firm  believer  in  Anti-Slavery 
doctrine  and  did  much  in  building  up  public  sen- 
timent in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  thai  great  evil. 
He  was  :it  one  time  candidate  for  Senator  on  the 
Whig  ticket.  On  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  he  joined  hands  with  those  leaders  and 
has  cast  his  vote  with  them,  having  helped  to  elect 
both  the  Presidents  Harrison.  In  connection  with 
Mr.  Kennev    lie    founded    the    Washtena w    County 

Mutual  Insurance  Company;  he  is  a  life  member  of 
the  County  Agricultural  Society  and  was  its  Presi- 
dent  for  three  years. 

The  Pioneer  Society  of  Washtenaw  County  owes 

much  to  Mr.  Carpenter,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
Historical  Committee,     lie  was  the  first  Captain  of 

State  Milil  ia   in     I'illsliehl    Township,    this    counts. 

His  company  was  three  times  called  out  during  the 
Toledo  war,  and  lie  had  command  of  hi-  regiment 
for  a  time,  for  many  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  was  also  his  present 
wile,  luit  he  now  attends  the  Congregational 
Church  at    Ann  Arbor.     Although  he  has  reached 

his  eighty-Sixth  year,  he  is  hale  and  hearty  and 
still    retains    much    of    his  old  mental  and  physical 


vigor,  ye1    we  know    thai    before    many    years   his 

footsteps  "ill  he  heard  no  more  and  t  hat  this  friend 
of  the  poor  and  needy,  the  slave  and  oppressed, 
will  pass  on  to  his  eternal  reward,  hut  his  memory 
will   live  behind  linn,  for  "the  good  die  not." 

In  connection  with  this  biographical  notice  the 
reader  will  find  a  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr. 
(  'arpenter. 
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ENRY  RICHARDS  is  now  a  resident  of  Ann 

Arbor,  Mich.,  having  conn'   here  from  Ire- 

1  /     land,  where  he  was  bom  December  I.  1845. 

He  is  the  eldest  son  of  Solomon  and  Mal- 
tha.I.  (Moore)  Richards.  Onr  subject  emigrated 
to  this  country  when  he  was  twenty  years  old, 
and  engaged  in  farming  in  Washtenaw  County. 
Hi-  father  died  in  1888.  His  wife  who  survived 
him  still  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Germany, 
the  parents  never  coming  to  the  United  states.  They 
were  the  parents  of    thirteen   children,   twelve  of 

whom  arc  now    living. 

After  landing  in  New  York,  our  subject  made 
his  way   Westward  as  far  as  Detroit  where  he  made 

a  short  visit  with  some  friends,  coming  directly 
from  there  to  this  county,  where  he  worked  on  a 
farm  by  the  month  for  sis  months,  lie  than  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  some  parties  in  run- 
ning a  threshing  machine.  He  enlarged  his  busi- 
ness  still  farther  by  renting  a  farm,  and  e i r_ra ^ i n <_r 
in  general  agricultural  pursuits  for  several  years 
with  good  success,  when  he  concluded  to  change 
his  business,  sold  out  his  stock  and  farming  inter- 
ests and  removed  to  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor  where 
he  purchased  a  wood  yard  of  /.  Sweet,  continuing 

the  business  at    I  he  same    place. 

In  addition  to  this  he  went  largely  into  the 
lumber  business  having  bought  eighty  acres  of 
woodland  and  built  a  sawmill  on  the  land  and 
-awed  mosl  of  the  limber.  One  year  ago  he  sold 
his  mill,  closing  out  that  part  of  his  business,  lie 
-lill  handles  all  kinds  of  lumber  al  his  yard. 

Mr.  Richards  was  united  in  marriage  in  L872  to 
Mi"  Maria  Saley,  of  saline    village,  this    county. 
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who  is  m  daughter  of  Christian  Saley.  Both  of  her 
parents  came  from  Germany,  Our  subjecl  is  a 
member  of  Washtenaw  Lodge  NH.  9.  I.  < ».  ( >.  b\, 
He  owns  four  residences  on  Hill  and  White  Streets. 
His  residence  is  situated  at  No.  m  Thompson 
Street;  He  is  a  worthy  citizen  of  his  adopted  land 
and  much  respected  by  all  with  whom    he  comes  in 

contact. 


/'  •$•=•$•—•5. 


GEORGE  S.  PECKENS.  It  is  a  trite  obser- 
vation thai  ••There  is  DO  royal  road  to  for- 
tune." and  this  just  statement  is  Cully  veri- 
fied by  a  study  of  the  lives  of  the  pioneer  fanners 
of  Michigan.  When  such  a  man  as  George  S. 
Peckens  starts  out  for  himself  as  he  did.  with  no 
pecuniary  help  and  with  no  fortune  except  good 
health,  robust  strength,  and  yet  succeeds  in  secur- 
ing a  fine  property  and  that  degree  of  competence 
which  allows  him  to  retire  from  business  and  live 
in  comfort,  we  can  surely  realize  that  the  old  say- 
ing has  not  outgrown  its  lease  of  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  David  Peckens,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  a  fanner  by  occupation 
and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  mother  was 
horn  in  the  same  State  and  bore  the  name  of  Ex- 
perierice  Pierce.  After  marriage  they  removed  to 
Yates  County.  N.  Y.,  at  an  early  day  and  put  a 
large  amount  of  improvement  upon  their  farm, 
but  suffered  the  misfortune  incident  to  a  defective 
title  and  had  to  leave  this  which  had  promised  to 
he  their  permanent  home.  In  1820  .Mr.  Peckens 
was  injured  by  a  runaway  team  which  injury  re- 
sulted in  his  death  a  few  days  later.  His  wife  was 
left  with  eleven  children  to  care  for  and  educate, 
the  eldest  being  about  twenty  years  old  and  the 
youngest  only  eleven  months.  The  misfortune 
which   had  overtaken  them   left   her  with    neither 

means  nor  property. 

The  third  son  in  age  took  some  land  on  shares 
and  took  his  mother  home  to  keep  house  for  him. 
and  thus  she  remained  for  a  number  of  years.   Later 

She  made  her  home  with   her    married  children   and 


came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  where  she  lived  with 
ber  son  Alexander  until  ber  death.  She  was  a 
conscientious  member  of  the  Baptisl  Church  and  a 
useful  woman.  Of  her  large  family  not  one  is  now 
living  but  Our  subject.  Two  of  her  sons,  Samuel 
S.  ami  Alexander  settled  in  1834  in  Freedom 
Township  and  lived  there  for  thirty  years,  but 
both  of  them  have  now  passed  away  and  none  of 
llic  members  of  their  family  are  living  in  that 
township. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  horn  November  H. 
1819,  in  Yates  County.  N.  V..  and  as  he  was  the 
youngest  Of  the  family  he  was  but  a  babe  when  de- 
prived of  his  father's  Care  and  affection.  lie  early 
learned  to  make  himself  useful  about  the  farm  and 
to  be  helpful  in  many  ways.  When  twelve  years 
old  he  used  to  ride  a  horse  while  leading  the  oxen 
in  plowing,  and  for  this  he  received  a  shilling  a  day 
and  fed  on  mush  and  milk  three  times  a  day.  Dur- 
ing the  next  year  he  hired  out  as  chore  boy  to  a 
tanner  for  a  few  months  at  $5  per  month  and 
••bunked"  in  a  box  just  large  enough  to  hold  the 
growing  boy.  He  stayed  here  for  four  months  and 
received  $10  from  the  man  and  it  was  not  until 
four  years  later  that  he  received  the  other  $10 
which  was  grudgingly  paid  to  him  in  poor  cloth  to 
cancel  the  debt. 

Willi  $10  in  cash  the  boy  now  undertook  to 
make  bis  way  to  Michigan  and  making  his  home 
with  his  brother  Alexander  he  worked  for  him  for 
a  year  and  received  $40.     Ft  was  in   1835   that  be 

cniiic  to  Michigan  and  during  liis  second  year  here 

he  was  hired  by  his  brother  Samuel  for  eight 
months  at  $8  a  month  with  the  privilege  of  staying 
the  other  four  months  and  working  nights  and 
mornings  for  board  and  going  to  school.  He  re- 
mained six  years  with  that  In-other  receiving  all 
the  way  from  $8  to  $13  in  wagesa  month.  After 
that  he  undertook  threshing  and  other  miscel- 
laneous work.  He  then  boughl  a  half  interest  ill 
a  thresher  and  worked  some  laud  on  shatos. 

Having  boughl  eighty  acres  and  a  log  bouse  on 
section  5,  Freedom  Township,  and  having  im- 
proved the  land,  the  young  man  look  to  himself  a 

wife  upon  the  2nd  of  September.  I852,cll00sillg  as 

his  helpmate  Cornelia,  daughter  of  Nathan  and 
Chloe  Kendall,  natives  of  Connecticut.  Tluw  eam< 
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to  Michigan  at  an  early  daj  and  rented  a  [arm  in 
freedom  Township,  this  county,  afterward  settling 
in  the  northeastern  pari  of  Jackson  County,  and 
later  returned  to  this  county.  Both  parents  are  now 
deceased,  but  their  [our  children  are  still  living. 
Mrs.  Peekens  was  born,  February  I  1.  1S"J7.  in  Con- 
necticut and  tlic  children  which  blessed  her  home 
arc  Alice,  wife  of  Fred  Lehman  and  the  mother  of 
six  children;  Nathan  II.  who  lives  at  home;  Ella, 
now  Mrs.  <i.  Beutler,  of  this  township,  and  Nettie, 
wife  of  Charles  Chadwiek.  a  student  in  the  Uni- 
versity. To  all  of  this  household  our  subject  gave 
a  good  common-school  education. 

Since   1867,    when    Mr.    Peekens    left    Freed 

Township,  he  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm 
which  consists  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
plowed  land  and  one  hundred  and  eighteen  acres 
in  meadow  and  pasture.  Here  he  carried  on  gen- 
eral farming  and  has  added   g 1  buildings  to  the 

estate.  He  has  never  been  connected  with  any 
church  organization,  but  his  daughters  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodisl  Episcopal  Church.  His  early 
political  preferences  brought  him  into  the  Whig 
party  and  of  late  year- he  has  affiliated  with  the 
Republicans.  He  has  been  a  hard  and  steady 
worker  all  his  life  and  i-  a  genuine  farmer,  lie 
commenced  with  his  bare  hands  and  at  a  tender 
age,  and  the  ground  work  of  his  success  lay  in  his 
getting  his  first  piece  of  land  and  the  practice  of 
economy  and  thrift. 


IMMP 


HOMAS  E.  SHANKLAND,  one  of  Washte- 

<~\     naw  County's  Oldest    settlers  and  most   Ikiii- 

'  ored  citizens,  was  born  in  Onondaga  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y..  in  1827  and  three  years  later  was 
brought  l>\  his  parents  to  Washtenaw  County, 
where  they  located  in  what  is  now  Northlicld 
Township,  and  since   the  time  of  his  coming    here 

his    home  has    been   within    tw ties  Of    where  his 

present  residence  is.  Asa  hoy  he  received  educa- 
tional advantages  to  lie  attained  in  the  district 
Schools  in   the   vicinity  of    his  home.        lie    grew    to 

manhood  and  developed   his  physical  strength  by 


agricultural  effort  ami  exercise  on  his  father- 
farm.     Early  in  life,  however,  he  learned  masonry 

which  he  worked  at  for  fourteen  years  in  different 
parts  of  the  county. 

(tin  subject  was  the  oldest  of  a  family  of  eight 
children  who  grew  to  mature  years:  they  are  in 
older  of  birth  as  follow-:  He  of  whom  we  write: 
then  Caroline,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Ira  liunl  of 
Salem  Town-hip:  William  who  died  in  this  county 
leaving  one  daughter  to  hi-  widow;  A  ra  belle  be- 
came the  wife  of  David  I..  Botsford;  the  third  -on 
is  .lames,  then  Andrew  who  resides  in  Salem  ■ 
Township;  Veder.  a  resident  of  DixburOUgh  ami 
Margaret  who  married  Warner  Hart.  These  are 
the  children   who  were  horn  of  the  union  of  Robert 

and  Arabelle  (Bennett)  Shankland,  natives  of 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  V.,  born  in  1791  and  1802 
r«  spectively. 

Robert  Shankland  was  a  son  of  William  II. 
Shankland,  who  was  one  of  the  five  sons  of  Will- 
iam II.  Shankland  who  came  from  Ireland  before 
the  Revolutionary  War.  and  father  and  sons  took 
an  active  part  in  the  Struggle  for  independence. 
Their  settlement  was  made  in  RenSS claer  County 
on   first  coming  here  and   from  there  they  scattered 

out  over  the  country.     Originally  the  Shanklands 

were  followers  of  lh'Uce  and  Wallace  in  theirStrug- 

gle  in  Scotland  and  when  they  were  defeated, scat- 
tered. The  branch  of  which  our  subject  is  a  de- 
scendant located  in  Ireland,  where  they  changed 
their  name,  which  was  originally  Mc(iregor,and  in 
all  probability  they  took  their  name  from  the  lo- 
cation that  they  made  which  was  on  what  is  known 
in  Ireland  as  shanks  of  land,  and  history  records 
that  as  they  dared  not  give  their  own  names. 
being  refugees  from  Scotland,  they  took  the  one 
thc\  now  hear.  Robert  Shankland  was  in  the  War 
of  1812  and  held  tht  office  of  Orderly  Sergeant, 
being  located  the  first  year  of  the  war  at  Sackett's 
Harbor  and  for  six  months  at  Oswego,  serving  in 
all  [or  a  period  of  eighteen  month-. 

l,'ol. ei  t  Shankland  came  to  Washtenaw  County 
in  1830  and  was  a  remarkably  active  man  all  his 
life.  I  lis  decease  occurred  at  the  age  of  ninety-five 
years  and  he  was  at  thai   time  in  full    possession  of 

all  his  [acuities.     Our  subject,  Tl as  shankland. 

u:i-  married  in  1859, to  Mi—  Delilah  .Moore.    Unto 
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them  have  been  born  three  children — Alice  S.,who 
is  the  wife  of  Judson  Austin  of  Salem;  Edith,  who 
married  Perry  Townsend;  and  Minnie.  Mr. 
Shankland  has  given  his  daughters  the  advantages 
of  an  excellent  education.  The  two  oldesl  are 
graduates  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti. 
Our  subject  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  one  who  has 
been  recognized  as  a  leader  in  even-  worthy  enter- 
prise that  has  been  broached  in  this  county. 


y~i 


fl?AMES  R.  BACH.  The  popular  and  genial 
dealer  in  real  estate  and  agent  for  various 
insurance  companies,  whose  name  appears 
above,  is  a  resident  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  soci- 
ally and  commercially  ranks  high  among  the  best, 
most  progressive  and  advanced  people  of  the  city, 
lie  is  a  son  of  Philip  and  Nancy  (lioyee)  Bach,  of 
whom  a  sketch  may  be  found  under  the  more  com- 
plete history  of  Philip  Bach  in  another  portion  of 
this  work.  Our  subject  was  born  in  the  citj  of 
Ann  Arbor.  September  7.  1859.  His  father,  whois 
at  the  present  time  a  prominent  merchant  of  this 
city,  was  one  of  the  early  settler-  of  Washtenaw 
County,  having  come  from  Germany  in  1829. 
After  a  few  years  spent  in  Pennsylvania  he  re- 
moved to  Michigan  in  1835,  while  the  country  was 
still  a  Territory. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  excellent  schools  of  Ann  Arbor,  finish- 
ing his  course  at  the  High  School.  On  leaving 
school  he  went  to  Millington,  this  State,  and  was 
there  engaged  as  manager  for  the  firm  of  Pebach 
&' Co., merchants.  With  them  he  remained  for  six 
years  and  then  removed  to  St.  Louis,  this  State. 
where  he  engaged  in  the  clothing  business  on  his 
own    account.      He    spent    two   years  at   that  place 

thus  interested,  and  at  the  expirati f  that  time 

returned  to  his  native  place  and  entered  the  -lore 
of  Bach  A-  Abel.  After  engaging  for  two  years  m 
this  way  in  1H87  he  launched  into  the  real  estate 
and  insurance  business. 

In  the  insurance  business  .lame-  I,'.  Bach    insures 


againsl  tire,  life  and  accident.  Hi  is  agent  for 
both  local  and  Eastern  companies.and  probably  se- 
cures a-  large  an  amount  of  patronage  as  any  man 
in  the  county.  Wherever  our  subjeel  has  been  lo- 
cated he  has  always  enjoyed  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  townspeople  and  has  been  given 
evidence  of  the  estimation  in  which  he  i.-  held. 
While  in  MillingtOn  he  was  elected  Village  Trustee 
and  also  served  as  Township  Clerk.  In  the  spring 
of  ISMS  he  was  City  Recorder  for  Ann  Arbor  and 
in  the  spring  of  1889  was  elected  City  Clerk  for  a 
term  of  two  years. 

An  ardent  Democrat  in  his  political  belief  and 
affiliations,  that  party  has  honored  our  subject  by 
appointing  him  Secretary  of  the  Washtenaw  (  ountv 
Democratic  Committee  and  in  this  capacity  he  doe- 
excellent  service,  lb'  is.  moreover,  Secretary  of 
the  Washtenaw  County  Agricultural  Society.  Soci- 
ally, he  belongs  to  the  Golden  Rule  Lodge,  of  the 
Free  and   Accepted   Masons,  and  to  the  Washtenaw 

Chapter  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons.  He  is,  more- 
over, a  member  of  the  Ann  Arbor  Commander)  of 
K.  T.  and  belongs  to  the  Union  Council  at  Ypsi- 
lanti. 

Mr.  Bach  was  married  September  ^:i.  1880,  to 
Mi—  Blanche  Tremaine,of  this  city.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Warren  Tremaine.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  blessed  in  their  union  and  have  a  most  happj 
home.  One  daughter,  Lois,  has  come  to  them  and 
is  the  object  of  the  fond  pride  and  affection  of  both 
parents.  Loth  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
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OIIN    li.  SMITH,  deceased.     There  arc  manj 

instances  to  lie  found  in  the  history  of  Salem 
Township.  Washtenaw  County,  where  one 
who  began  as  a  poor  man.  working  for  his 
neighbors  on  a  small  salary  l>\  the  month  lias  at 
lasl  succeeded  in  gaining  a  handsome  property. 
This  is  the  case  with  him  of  whom  v\ e  write  as  In 
frugality  and  economy  he  early  in  life  acquired  a 
competency  and  at    the  time  of   his  death    owned  a 

beautiful  farm  of  eight}    acres  thai   he  had  pur- 
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chased  of  the  Government  and  which  was  origin- 
ally scl I  land.     This  property  lie  has  lefl  in  the 

hands  of  his  wife  who  is  an  excellent  business 
woman. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Gorham  (  ountv.-N.  V.. 
in  1826  and  when  a  child  of  three  years  lie  came 
to  Michigan  with  his  parents  and   settled  in  Ypsi- 

lanti    where  he  grew  t ature  years  and   married 

Miss  Susan  Hammond,  a  native  of  Orleans  County, 
N.  V..  who  came  with  her  parents  to  Washtenaw 
County,  in  the  year  1831.  To  them  were  born  two 
son: — W.  Herbert  and  John  II. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1851  that  Mr.  Smith  pur- 
chased the  farm  where  his  widow  now  resides  and 
upon  it  he  resided  until  his  death  which  took  place 
in  September,  1890.  He  was  a  son  of  Ephraim 
Smith  who  died  when  our  subject  was  an  infant 
and  he  therefore  never  knew  a  father's  care. 

The  parents  Of  Mis.  Susan  Smith  were  Dennis 
and  Sally  (  Dodd )  Hammond  who  were  horn  in 
Oneida  County.  X.  V.  Mr.  Hammond  was  a  son 
of  Daniel  and  Rhoda  (Styles)  Hammond,  who  are 
supposed  to  have  been  natives  of  New  York.  The 
fine  estate  left  by  Mr.  Smith  is  being  thoroughly 
cultivated  by  his  widow  and  his  two  sons,  who 
have  everything  in  first-class  order  and  undei  ex- 
cellent cultivation.  The  land  is  prolific  in  the 
standard  crops  and  yields  a  good  income. 


HS.    ELLEN    THERESA     ALLEY.       This 
/       \     lady,  prominent  in  social  and  agricultural 


I    circles,  is  the  widow  of    Burton    Alley  and 
the    daughter    of    Enos     N.    and     Sarah 
(Phelps)    (an.       Mr.  (an  was    born  iii    Vermont 

and    came  to    Wa-htenaw    County    with  his    father 

Roger  and  his  mother  Hannah  (Newman)  Carr, 
who  located  in  1833  four  mile-  west  of  Dexter  in 
Dexter  Township.  The  family  consisted  of  two 
-mi-.  Enos  and  Elijah,  and  three  daughters,  Ma- 
li-.a    who   married   Julius    Crittenden    of    Saline; 

Melissa,  who  married  Reuben    R.  Smith  of   l>' io; 

and  Charlotte,  who  became  Mr-,  (lark  Perry. 
Elijah   married   Harriet    Dudley   in    Dexter  and  re- 


moved to  Illinois  some  thirty  years  ago.  All  of 
tin-  family  have  now  passed  from  life.  The 
grandfather  of  Mr.  Allej  lived  but  a  short  time 
alter  coming  to  this  state  luit  hi-  widow  survived 
lor  man\  years  and  reached  the  extreme  age  of 
ninety-one. 

Enos  and  Sarah  (Phelps)  Can- were  married  in 
Dexter,  September  28, 1833.  The  wife  was  born 
December  2.  1814,  and  the  husband  October  29, 
1804.  The  parent-  of  Mrs.  Carr  were  Llienezer 
and  L\  ma  (Story)  Phelps.  En os  Carr  secured 
Government  land  west  <>(  Dextei  and  improved  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  upon  which  he  lived  until 
1865  when  he  came  to  Dexter  ami  there  Completed 
his  earthly  career,  passing  from  earth  Deeember'22, 
1870.  His  widow  survived  him  for  twenty  years. 
dying  September  I*.  1890.  Their  famirj  consisted 
of  three  children.  Levi  W.,  Ellen  Theresa  ami  Ade- 
line Melis-a. 

Levi  Carr  married  Mary  Sumner  of  Lindon 
Township  and  is  a  < tractor  and  builder  in  Hast- 
ings. Adeline  lived  at  home  until  her  mother's 
death  and  now  reside-  with  Mr-.  Alley.  Ellen 
Theresa  was  united  iii  marriage  with  Burton  Alley 
January  •'!.  I860.  He  was  a  -on  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Bull)   Alley.      The   former  was  horn  in   Steuben 

County,    X.  Y..    March   7.     1808,   and   was    a  -on    of 

William  Alley  of  Moravia,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.. 
and  his  grandfather  was  a  native  of  Scotland. 
This  grandfather  was  the  parent  of  fifteen  children 
and  none  of  his  sons  or  grandsons  came  to  Michi- 
gan except  John,  the  father  of  Burton  Alley,  who 
came  hither  in   1  833. 

John  Alley  was  a  practical  book-keeper  and  at- 
tended to  much  business  of  this  kind  for  different 
linns  while  -till  retaining  his  home  upon  the  farm. 
Ileal  first  settled  in  Ann  Arbor  on  property  now 
used  by  the  University,  bul  soon  after  removed  to 

Webster  Township.       As  he  was  an  expert   in   I k- 

keeping  the  organizers  of  the  Washtenaw  County 
.Mutual  Eire  Insurance  Company  came  to  him  to 

have    him   make   out   their  first  set  of    I ks,  which 

he  did  in  excellent  style.  He  died  December  25, 
1863,  and  hi.-  widow    survived   until    August   21. 

1888,    when    -he    died     in    her    eigllty-firs1     war    ;ii 

Peru,  Ind.,  at  the  house  of  a  daughter.  Thechil- 
dren  of  this  venerable  mother  and  her  a 1  bus- 
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band  John  Alley  were  as  follows:  James,  John, 
George,  Burton,  Stephen,  Leander  l>..  Marion. 
Laura.  Ambrosia  and  Surah,  and  six  of  them  are 
still  living. 

Burton  Alley  was  a   man  of  more  than  ordinary 
business  ability  and   success.      Me  loved    business 

from  early  boy! d  and  even  when  be  was  a  child 

his  plays  were  all  on  the  mercantile  order,  and  he 
longed  to  be  a  man  so  that  he  mighl  "sell  goods." 
His  first  clerkship  was  in  the  drug  business  for  Dr. 
Dowlman.  I  lis  next  was  with  Dennis  Warner  ami 
he  grew  up  to  be  one  in  whom  the  people  had 
implicit  confidence,  as  his  word  could  ever  be  re- 
lied upon  in  every  particular  ami  his  judgment 
was  unexcelled.  From  fust  to  Inst  he  never  met 
with  disasters  of  any  importance  in  his  busi- 
ness career.  He  came  to  Dexter  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  and  after  clerking  for  some  years  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  his  Brother  James  in 
general  merchandise,  and  subsequent  to  the  death 
of  that  brother.  George  became  his  partner  until 
his  health  failed  and  he  decided  to  go  upon  the 
road  as  a  traveling  salesman  between  New  York 
and  Detroit. 

This  line  of  work  Mr.  A 1 1 <■  \  carried  on  for 
eight,  years  and  then  again  opened  up  business 
taking  his  In-other  Stephen  as  a  partner  and  con- 
tinuing in  this  connection  until  overtaken  by 
death.  February  11.  1885.  lie  was  sick  tor  eleven 
years  with  consumption  and  looked  forward  to 
death  witli  calm  faith.  lie  was  a  consistent  and 
active  member  of  the  .Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Two  children  came  to  bless  the  home  of  our 
subject.  Dora,  who  was  bona  November  15,  I860, 
and  was  a  graduate  of  the  Dexter  High  School. 
She  taught  for  eighteen  months  here  and  at  Delhi. 
but  having  inherited  the  same  constitution  which 
destroyed  her  father's  health,  she  died  of  con- 
sumption at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  April  23,  1886. 
Deuett.  the  son.  who  was  born  March  ID.  1866, 
had  begun  to  clerk  in  the  drug  store  in  Dexter, 
but  contracting  quick  consumption  was  rapidly 
carried  away  by  this  relentless  disease  and  died 
April  I  I.  L884. 

Mrs.  Alley  was  the  administrator  of  hci  hus- 
band's estate  and  closed  up  the  business  in  a  -,-iti-- 
t'actorv  condition.       She  now  lives    in  a    hand- e 


edifice  built  by  her  own  plans  and  elected  under 
her  own  supervision.  she  i>  a  member  of  tin- 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  where  for  main-  years 
her  husband  was  the  Steward  and  Trustee,  and 
which  still  mourns  the  loss  of  hi-  strong  and  help- 
ful hand.  lie  was  a  man  of  thorough  under- 
standing of  public  affair-  ami  interested  in  tin- 
success  of  Republican  principles,  although  he  did 
not  care  to  mingle   among   politicians  nor  did   he 

e\  it  seek  Office. 


ipsffl  EBRAH    PERKINS. 


The    sketch     which     is 

^'^^  given  below  is  that  of  the  gentlemen,  who 
\J~-M  t'""1-'1  passed  to  his  final  reward,  still 
lives  in  the  gracious  influence  thai  emana- 
ted from  him  while  on  earth,  lie  was  horn  in 
Floyd,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1809,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood,  receivings  fair  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  county.  <  )n  arriving  at 
manhood  he  was  married  in  L829  to  .Miss  Eliza  A. 
Brown  and  unto  them  was  horn  a  daughter,  who 
was  given  the  name  of  Betsey  A.,  and  who  -till 
survives  her  parents. 

Mi-,  and  Mrs.  Perkins  came  to  Washtenaw 
County, in  1839  and  located  in  Salem  Township,  in 
the  woods.  That  was  in  the  early  days  when 
neighbors  were  few  and  hardships  many  and  when 
the  farmer  had  to  carry  a  gun  out  in  the  fields  with 

him  to  he  ready  for  the  encroachments  of  wild 
animals  or  pin  hap- a  hostile  Indian.  They  cleared  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  which  they  made  their  home 
for  twenty  years,  that  was  sold  at  the  expiration 
of  that  lime  and  they  purchased  another  place 
which  was  larger  than  the  first  and  this  they  added 
to  until  Mr.  Perkins  owned  more  than  two  hit  ml  red 

acres  of    line  land. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  for  years  an  ac- 
tive member  in   the    Congregational    Church    and 

gave  liberally  for  the  erecti if    the    church   at 

Prebles  Corners.  Hewasa  prominentand  etticienl 
member  of  this  body  and  was  always  read\  witli 
his  means  to  support  this  as  all  other  worth)  en- 
terprises,     Politically,  he  was  a  Republican,  Sebvali 
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Perkins  was  a  son  of  William  Perkins,  a  native  of 
Connecticut.  The  latter  had  a  family  of  eight 
children,  whose  names  uric.  Ephraim,  William, 
our  subject,  Lorenzo  1).  Celia,  Lucy,  Polly  and 
Sally.  Mrs.  Perkins  was  the  daughter  of.  Asa 
Brown  of  Vermont. 

Urol'  whom  we  write  died  in  1869.  His  wife 
survived  until  July,  1886.  Their  daughter  boughl 
a  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  28,  which  she  re- 
sides on  mi  the  present  time.  She  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  cause  of  the  Master  and  a  liberal 
contributor  of  her  means  in  supporting  all  benevo- 
lent enterprises. 


■*£$$ 


1  ACOB  LAUBENGATtTER.  Among  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  Ann  Arbor,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  takes  a  prominent  place,  hav- 
j  in.ii'  from  small  beginnings  reached  his  pres- 
entstrong,  financial  position,  through  hard  work, 
perseverance  and  pluck.  He  was  bora  in  Scio 
Township,  this  county,  July  13,  1840.  Hisparents, 
John  G.  and  Barbara  (Kock)  Laubengayer,  were 
both  natives  of  Germany,  having  been  born  in 
Wittenberg.  They  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1832,  locating  atonce  in  Scio  Township  upon  a 
farm,  which  Mr.  Laubengayer  cleared  and  pu1  on 
some  good  buildings  proving  a  successful  farmer 
until  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1868  ill  his 
sixty-second  year.  His  wife  is  Mill  living  at  pres- 
ent making  her  home  in  Ann  Arbor  and  is  now  in 
her  seventy-third  year.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  sons.  Jacob,  our  subject;  John  G.  residing  in 
Philadelphia  in  the  dry-goods  business  and  Henrj 
a  resident  of  Ann  Arbor. 

Jacob,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  educated  in 

the  district  scl Is,  receiving  such    advantages   as 

one  can  from  that  source;  he  worked  on  the  farm 
until  his  twentieth  year,  when  he  entered  the  mi- 
ploymenl  of  Katz  &  Kenchley,  butchers,  and  re- 
mained with  iliein  for  about  four  years,  when  he 
left  them  and  worked  for  Mr.  <  "U  for  one  year. 
Feeling  desirous  of  making  a  change  he  went  to 
Cleveland.  Ohio,  remaining  there    however  only 


one  year  .which  he  spent  in  Schots  Packing  House. 
He  was  not  satisfied  there,  however,  and  returned 
to  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  entered  into  business  on 
his  own  account,  starting  a  market  on  Union 
Street  remaining  there  -ix  years  in  partnership 
with  William  Rayer,  under  the  firm  name  of  Rayer 
tii  Laubengayer.  This  partnership  lasted  six  years 
when  it  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent.  Mr. 
Laubengayer  then  started  a  market  at  his  presenl 
-land  at  No.  55  South  .Main  Street.  He  has  a  line 
brick  storeroom,  18x65  feel  in  dimensions.  Mr. 
Laubengayer  keep-  a  first-class  stock  of  meats, 
buying  them  from  the  farmers  of  thi>  county. 
packing  all  of  his  own  meal-,  and  has  all  the  latest 
appliance.-  neeessar)  for  conducting  a  first-class 
meat-market  successfully . 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  this  life  record 
was  married  in  1868  to  MissMarj  Luick,  daughter 
of  David  I. nick,  she  was  horn  in  thi-  county. 
Her  parents  were  formerly  from  German)*.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Laubengayer  have  butone  child.  Olga  B. 
who  is  a  graduate  in  the  High  school,  and  in  poli- 
tics Mi-.  Laubengayer  is  a  Democrat.  The)  have  a 
comfortable  residence  in  the  rear  of  the  market. 


HARLES  K.  HISCOCK.  The  genial  and 
courtly  cashier  of  the  Ann  Arbor  Savings 
Bank  is  he  whose  name  appear-  above.  It 
is  fitting  that  closely  connected  as  he  is  with  the 
commercial  interests  of  this  city  that  he  should  be 
a  native  of  this  county.  Like  SO  many  men  who 
have  risen    to   positions  of  confidence  and    trust, 

Mr.  HisCOCk  was  reared  on  a  farm.  lie  is  a  SOU  of 
I  )aniel  HisCOCk  and  vva-  educated  ill  the  city  schools 
Of  this    place. 

In  1869  the  original  of  this  sketch  entered  the 
einplov  of  the  Ann  Arbor  Savings  Bank,  his  posi- 
tion being  the  humble  one  of  messenger.  His  faith- 
fulness and  integrit)  a-  an  employe  soon  found  its 
reward  in  advancement  and  he  wa-  made  hook- 
keeper  and  afterward  look  the  position  of  both 
teller  and   book-keeper,  and  in  1876  he  was  made 
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cashier  of  the  Savings  Bank,  which  position  lie 
now  holds.  Aside  from  the  responsible  position  in 
this  direction  he  is  alsoa  Director  of  the  Michigan 
Furniture  ( iompany,  holding  the  position  of  Treas- 
urer and  is  Director  and  Secretary  of  the  Ann 
Arbor  Water  Company. 

A  man  of  many  interests,  our  subjccl  lias  besides 
those  above  mentioned  a  position  as  Director  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Ann  Arbor  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany, .•mil  holds  the  first-named  position  in  the 
Ann  Arbor  &  l'psilanti  street  Railway  Com- 
pany. Socially,  Mr.  Hiscock  is  a  member  of  Fra- 
ternity Lodge  No.  1(12.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  to  the  Ann 
Arbor  Commandery,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a  Director 
of  ilic  Keystone  Boating  ami  Fishing  Society  and, 
as  lovers  of  the  piscatorial  ail  will  readily  imagine, 
derives  much  pleasure  from  this  association.  lie 
is  also  Captain  of  Company  A.  First  Regiment 
Michigan  State  troops,  lie  has  been  Pas!  Master 
of  I-Yaiei  ■  1 1  i  t  \  Lodge  and  Past  High  Priest  of  Wash- 
tenaw Chapter  anil  Past  Eminent  Commander  of 
Ann  Arbor  Commandery.  In  fact  he  has  held  all 
the  (hairs  in  all  the  bodies  or  branches  of  the  sev- 
eral Lodges.  \s  Mr.lhscock  has  not  yet  foresworn 
the  state  of  single  blessedness,  he  finds  his  diversion 
in  the  many  social  and  commercial  relations  with 
which  his  time  is  constantly  employed. 


this  partnership  and  started  the   Washtenaw    J'<>si. 
It  is  Democratic  in  its  political  tendencies. 

Mr.  Lisemer  was  married  in  July,  l«7'.i.  to  Miss 
Emma  Helber — daughter  of  Dr.  Helber,  now  de- 
ceased. She  was  a  talented  and  noted  writer  for 
various  journals,  and  assisted  her  husband  mater- 
ially in  his  work  until  her  decease,  which  occurred 
in  September,  1888.  Mr.  Lisemer  has  attained  no 
Small  note  as  a  writer  of  novels  and  serial  stories. 
finding  a  medium  of  publication  in  many  of  the 
best  newspapers  of  the  country. 


GUIS  J.  LISEMER.  The  gentleman  whose 
portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page  is  the 
1^'^  editor  of  the  Washtenaw  Post  which  is 
published  in  Ann  Arbor.  Its  editor  was  horn  in 
Lisbon,  Canada,  August  :».  1859.  iroung  Lisemer, 
when  fourteen  years  of  age,  wrent  to  Detroit  and 
entered  the  office  of  the  Detroit  Free  Press  as  devil 
and  there  he  served  his  time  as  a  printer  and  then 
was  engaged  in  the  work  at  different  places. 

Ill  1*711  our  subjccl  came  to  Ann  Arbor  and  was 
for  a  time  connected  with  the  Ann  Arbor  Democrat, 
:it  that  time  published  by  Burleigh,  Bower  &  Lise- 
mer.      At   the  end  of  six   mouths  he  withdrew    from 
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*VT  LBERT  (.   KELLOGG,  a  clairvoyant  phy- 

(*y    I      sician  at   Ann  Arbor,  received    his  medical 
/     '     education  as  well  as  his  peculiar  clairvoy- 
(2/  ant   powers  from  his  father.  Dr.  I).  11.  Kel- 

logg who  was  the  originator  of  Kellogg's  Family 
Remedies,  which  have  been  -old  so  extensively 
throughout  Michigan.  Our  subject  was  born  in 
Pillsl'u  hi  Township,  this  county.  August,  I*-")  1  and 
his  father  hail  his  birth  in  the  same  township  in 
1834.     The   mother    of    our   subjeel    was    in    her 

maidenh 1  known  as  Sarah  .1.  Yrecland.  and    she 

was  a  native  of  the  Empire  state  who  came  with 
her  parents  to  this  county  while  young  and  was 
here  united  in  marriage  with  Dr.  Kellogg  who  is 
the  son  of  Horace  Kellogg  and  a  brother  of  L.  B. 
Kellogg  of  Detroit. 

Horace  Kellogg  came  from  Oneida  County,  N.Y.. 
to  Ann  Arbor  and  was  here  among  the  very  first 
settlers.  He  died  many  years  ago  and  his  son  D. 
B.  passed  away  in  1875,  Leaving  Albert  to  succeed 
to  hi-  business.  The  father  always  claimed  that  il 
was  while  in  a  clairvoyant  state  thai  his  knowl- 
edge of  medical  matters  came  to  him  and  thai  he 
was  in  that  condition  when  he  gave  the  formula- 
known  as  the  Kellogg  Family  Remedies.  His 
reputation  was  extensive  and  his  practice  reached 
to  distanl  parts  of   the  country. 

Albert  ('.  Kellogg  was  educated  in  the  city  scln 
of    \nn  Arbor  and  he  afterward  attended  the  High 
School,  after  which    he  commenced    tin    study    of 
medicine  under    the   direction    of    his    father    and 
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continued  with  him  until  the  deatli  of  thai  parent 
after  which  the  young  doctor  continued  his  prac- 
tice in  his  place.  The  Doctor  is  engaged  bi  the 
manufacture  of  these  proprietary  remedies  already 
mentioned  which  are  handled  by  druggists  espec- 
ially throughout  the  State  of  Michigan,  lie  treats 
patients  by  the  clairvoyant  method  in  addition  to 
his  medical  practice. 

This  gentleman  was  married  October,  1880  to 
Miss  (  arrie  J.,  daughter  of  William  A.  Loveji  >y  i  if 
Ann  Arbor.  Their  pleasant  home  is  at  No.  8  Brown 
Street,  in  the  old  part  of  the  town,  and  they  hen 
keep  up  the  old  homestead  which  was  his  father's 


>  T I", A  I.  C.  OWEN.     The   mineral    waters  of 
'-n    Michigan  have  long  been  favorably  known 

throughout    this  country .  and  a ng  them 

(•(in  >pici  ions  mention  belongs  to  the  Atlantis  water, 
which  is  a  nearly  neutral  saline  water.  It  rise-  in 
the  well  to  within  forty  feet  of  the  surface,  giving 
a  never  varying  supply  of  clear,  cool  water,  loaded 
with  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas.  The  gas  sunn 
passes  off,  leaving  the  water  bright  and  clear,  with 
a  distind  salt  taste,  but  in  no  form  having  the 
effect  of  salt.  It  increases  in  strength  and  effect- 
ivenesswith  age.  The  gentleman  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  sketch  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Atlantis 
well  a1  Vpsilanti  ami  has  been  largely  interested 
in  its  development.  He  is  also  connected  with  the 
Illinois  Steel  Company  and  with  main  enterprises 
i'<  advance'the  city. 

Born  January  15,  1843,  in  Silver  Creek,  (  hau- 
tauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  our  subject  is  the  son  of 
Benjamin  F.  and  Vbbie  (Ward)  Owen.  When  only 
one  year  old  he  was  broughl  by  his  parents  to  whal 
i-  now  Marine  <  ity,Mich.,  where  the  lather  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  lie  was  a  sailor  and  was 
a  vessel   and   barge  owner.     At  a  good  old  age  he 

passed   I  I' «U  I  It   i  It    I  t<86,   li  0  his   children 

the  legacy  ofawell  spent  lite  and  a  spotless  rei 
After  obtaining  his  early  education  in  the  I  niver- 
sitv  of  Michigi r  subject  went  on   the  lakes  as 


a  sailor,  beginning  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  and 
rising  in  rank  until  he  became  Captain.  During 
this  time  he  became  interested  in  barges  and  the 
la>i  boal  he  was  on  he  owned  entirely. 

With  John  I'.  Rust  &  Company  our  subject 
ii  tuglil  considi  rable  pine  land  in  the  unit  hem  part 
of  the  southern  peninsula  and  for  sevi  ral  years  re- 
tained this  interest,  but  finally  sold  out.  Later  he 
rebuilt  the  Vpsilanti  Flouring  Mills,  which  he  op- 
erated for  four  years.  The  mills  had  a  capacity  of 
from  forty  to  four  hundred  barrel-  of  flour  per  day 
and  produced  a  standard  grade  of  Sour.  Mr. Owen 
finally-  sold  < mt  to  E.  1">.  Ward,  of  Detroit,  and  de- 
voted his  energies  to  other  enterprises.  Eversince 
he  was  able  to  invest  capital  he  has  had  money  ill 
various  iron  work-,  lie  lir-t  invested  in  the  Wyan- 
dotte .Mill-,  and  selling  out  took  -lock  in  the  Illi- 
nois Rolling  Mills,  which  he  yet    hold-. 

For  about  twenty-six  year.-  Mr.  Owen  has  made 

Vpsilanti    his    home    and    at   the  time  of  the  boring 

of  the  Atlantis   well    he    was    in    business  on   the 

lake-.  This  well  was  discovered  by  accident 
while  trying  to  act  an  artesian  well  and  was  -truck 
al  a  depth  of  eigbt  hundred  and  eight  feet.  The 
water  is  used  mainly  in  ginger  ale  and  paragon 
drinking  water,  deoderized  and  carbonated;  also  in 
many  tonus  of  soaps,  ointments  and  plasters.  The 
people  having  become  thoroughly  com  inced  of  its 
value  it  finds  a  ready  sale.  The  water  bearsagen- 
eral  resemblance  to  thai  of  the  famous  Kreuznach 
Springs  of  Germany,  but    contains  a  much    larger 

amount  of  -aline  matter.       Internally   it   is  useful  it] 

the  treatment  of  neuralgia,  rheumatism,  and  a 
great  variety  of  diseases.  Mr.  Owen  has  invested 
fully  $200,000  in  the  development'  of  the  well, 
which  i-  now  one  of  the  best  known  in  the  Male. 
Mr.  Owen  has  a  plea-ant  home  <>n  Forest  Ave- 
nue Opposite  the  Normal  School,  where  he  ha- 
sixty-livc  acre1-,  some  of  which  lies  within  the  city 
limits  but  the  rear  portion  extends  back  into  the 
country.  A  picturesque  localion.it  form- an  ideal 
home  with  the  advantages  of  city  and  rural  life 
combined,  and  all  who  pass  are  attracted  by  the  air 
of  comfort  that  prevails.  In  the  midsl  of  other 
duties  Mr.  Owen  linds  time  to  devote  to  stock- 
raising  in  which  he  is  considerably  interested  and 
a1  present    In    has  twenty-eight    line,   full-bl led 
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Holstein  cattle.  I  lis  beautiful  residence  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  large  lawn  of  six  and  one-half  acres, 
adorned  with  tropical  plants  and  containing  a 
lurch  green  garden  of  Sowers. 

The  lady  who  presides  with  graceful  tact  over 
this  home  is  the  daughter  of  E.  M.  Foote,  a  promi- 
nent teacher  of  this  State,  and  was  born  in  Lewis- 
town,  X.  V.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  resided  in 
Ypsilanti  and  was  known  as  Miss  Anna  S.  Foote. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen  have  three  children  —  Ebcr  W.. 
Richard  L.  and  Abba  I.  Eber  ha-  recently  received 
his  diploma  from  the  University  of  Michigan, 
the  two  younger  children  are  in  the  Normal  School 
and  an'  being  prepared  by  good  educations  for 
whatever  of  responsibility  and  honor  the  future 
may  hold  for  them. 


— J- 


-    -  . 
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J l'.XKY    S.    DEAN,   of    the    linn    of   Dean    it 

i  Co.,  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  grocer- 
ies, china,  glass,  etc..  whose  house  of  busi- 
ness is  situated  at  No.  1  I  South  .Main 
Street.  Ann  Arbor,  was  horn  in  Lima.  Livingston 
County.  X.  Y..  June  1  I.  1830.  lie  is  a  son  of  Will- 
iam \V.  and  Eliza  (Hand)  Dean,  the  father  beinga 
citizen  of  Albany,  X.  V..  and  the  mother  of  New 
Lebanon,  the  same  state  The  former  was  of  Eng- 
lish descent  and  the  latter  of  New  England  ex- 
traction. The  father  was  a  merchant:  and  miller 
for  many  years  and  the  grandfather, Steward  Dean, 
was  a  native  of  Maryland  and  a  sailor,  who  as  both 
captain  and  pilol  sailed  under  letters  of  Marque 
and  Reprisal. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldesl  of  three  children  all 
>ons.  and  was  -ix  years  old  when  with  his  parents 
he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Livingston 
County.  Henry  was  sent  Last  again,  where  heat- 
tended  first  the  common  school  and  afterward  the 
Bloomfleld  Academy  in  which  for  two  years  he 
pursued  his  studies.  Returning  to  Michigan  he 
studied  in  a  school  in  Ann  Arbor,  paying  for  his 
tuition  by  teaching  a  class  in  mathematics,  hut 
while  still  only  fifteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the 
store  of  .1.  11.  Lund   remaining   there    until    1850. 


He  then  returned  to  school  until  1852  when  he 
went  to  California  where  he  remained  until  ls.'iT 
when  he  returned  to  Michigan. 

In  1862  the  young  man  enlisted  to  serve  the  old 
flag  in  the  Twenty-second  Michigan  Infantry, being 
a  member  of  Company  II.  and  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  (ol.  Mom-  VYisner.  Upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  company  he  was  made  its  Captain  and 
the  regiment  was  sent  to  Kentucky  and  remained 
with  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  participating  in  all  the  operations  of  that 
army.  On  January  5,  1863  he  was  for  meritorious 
services  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major  of  his 
regiment,  and  the  following  year  he  became  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel. From  May,  1863  to  September, 
L863  he  served  as  Inspector  General  by  appoint- 
ment of  Gen.  Rosecrans  on  the  staff  of  Gen.   R.  S. 

Granger,  and   was  also  member  of   a  military  i - 

mission  for  the  trial  of  cotton  speculators.  In 
January,  186-1  he  was  made  a  member  of  a  com- 
mission to  examine  officers  lor  commissions  to  com- 
mand colored  troops.  He  commanded  his  regiment 
from  September  27.  1863  until  it-  muster  out  June 
25,  1865. 

Upon  returning  to  the  avocations  of  peace  our 
subject  formed  a  business  partnership  in  1866  with 
hi-  brother  Sedgwick,  under  the  firm  name  of  Dean 
.V  Co..  and  with  him  hi'  has  continued  in  business 
to  this  day.  The  subject  of  thissketch  was  mar- 
ried August  21.  1865  to  Mis-  Delia  1'..  Cook  a  na- 
of  Michigan,  she  is  the  daughter  of  Ewin 
and  Margaret  A.Cook.  One  daughter  has  come  to 
brighten  this  home.and  to  her  has  been  given  the 
name  of   Eliza  \V. 


EV.  FATHER  W.  1'.  CONSIDINE.  The 
reverend  gentleman  of  whom  it  is  our 
leasure  and  privilege  to  liere  give  a  bio- 
*-0  graphical  -ketch  in  outline,  is  the  pastor 
of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church  at  Chelsea,  where  he 
came  in  1885..  lie  has  a  membership  of  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  families  ami  the  church  in  which 
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he  holds  service  has  a  seating  capacity  of  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty.  It  i-  a  fine  brick  structure,  elaborate 
in  rill  the  finish  of  ii-  departments.  Connected 
with  ii  i>:i  finely-finished  and  beautifully-furnished 
residence,  which  is  doubtless  the  most  desiuable  of 
any  church  house  in  Michigan.  It  is  surrounded 
by  about  one  acre  of  laud  ami  is  charmingly  situ- 
ated in  the  center  of  this  enclosure,  which  grounds 
are  beautified  by  trees  and  shrubs. 

Father  Considine  is  a  native  of  Detroit,  Mich., 
and  was  born  February  9,  l!-C>7.  He  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Bridget  (Keegan)  Considine,  who  were 
married  in  Detroit,  in  1856,  the  father  having  set- 
tled in  thai  city  in  1852,  and  for  twenty  years  he 
held  a  position  in  the  ear  shops  of  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad.  After  that  he  became  engaged 
as  a  builder  and  contractor  and  now  holds  a  respon- 
sible and  remunerative  position  as  contractor  of 
streel  paving  for  Detroit.  He  keeps  busy  a  large 
force  of  men  and  is  the  owner  of  a  number  of  houses. 

Our  subject's  father  has  Idled  many  important 
offices  iii  the  city  and  has  been  Presideut  of  the 
City  Council  and  also  Alderman.  He  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  school  matters  and  holds  one  of 
the  firmesl  financial  positions  in  that  city.  Politi- 
cally heisa  Democrat  and  does  good  work  for  that 
party.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1««7. 
Father  t  onsidine  is  one  of  the  three  children  born 
to   his    parents,     llis   sister,  Elizabeth,    who   is   a 

graduate  Of    the    High-  School  of    Detroit,  is    now  a 

teacher  in  the  Tappen  School  of  that  city.  John, 
Jr.,  is  now  Circuit  Commissioner  for  the  county  of 
Wayne.  The  father  of  our  subject  has  spared  no 
means  or  trouble  to  give  his  children  educational 
advantages.  They  are  all  members  of  the  Catholic 
(  hurch. 

Father  Considine    received    the  rudiments  of    his 

education   in   the   public  scl Is  of   Detroit,  after 

which  he  attended  Assumption  College  at  Sand- 
wich, Canada,  and  then  became  a  student  at  St. 
Vincent  College,  Fa.,  and  later  graduated  at  St. 
Mary's  College  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1882.  After 
finishing  his  education    he  became  assistant  in  the 

Church  of  our  Lady  of  Help  in  Detroit,  where  he 
remained  nineteen  mouths  and  was  then  sent  to 
Northfield,  this  county,  a-  pastor,  where  he  re- 
mained   IwenU    mouth-,  anil    was    then    given   this 


charge,  which  he  assumed  in  November,  ix*.">.     He 

ha-    al-o  in  connection  with  this  the   charge   of    St. 
Mary's  Church. at  Piuckncv.  where  he  has  a  parochial 

following  of  one  hundred  families  and  labors  there 
every  third   week. 

The  church  at  Chelsea  was  established  in  !*•;.'> 
and  the  edifice  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  125,000. 
Father  Considine  is  highly  respected  by  the  people 
of  the  town  in  general  and  much  loved  by  the 
members  of  his  own  church.  He  is  a  worthy  gen- 
tleman who  seeks  the  good  of  the  ma-ses. 


-=^HHM 


DWARD  DANIEL   H1SCOCK.       Washtenaw 
County    has    been     fortunate    in    being    de- 
veloped   by  men    who    were    not  only  am- 
bitious but    broad-minded  and   far-seeing.     Many 

portions  of  it  are  as  attractive  as  though  laid  out 
hv  a  landscape  gardener  and  reminds  one  of  the 
beautiful  Champs  d'Elvsee  of  which  Paris  i-  so 
proud,  and  in  all  the  county  there  is  no  (non- 
diversity of  scenery  than  in  Webster  Town-hip. 
and  that  portion  of  it  in  which  our  subject  live-. 
— sections  17  and  18 — is  particularly  attractive 
with  its  tiny  lakes  reflecting  heaven's  own  blue, 
and  its  streams  gleaming  like  silver  ribbons  through 
the  emerald  green  of  the  rolling  country.  Here 
the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  -ketch  has 
a  most   beautiful  home. 

Mr.  Hiscock  was  born  in  Ann  Arbor.  November 
2(1.  1*.">(;.  After  gaining  the  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  the  cit\  he  attended 
High  School  and  later  entered  the  law  department 
of  the  university,  spending  one  winter  there.  He 
remained  at  home  until  1874,  when  with  his  father 
he  came  to  Webster  Township  and  soon  after  pur- 
chased four  hundred  acre-  of  land  and  set  about 
making  a  home  thereon  for  the  wife  that  lie  in- 
tended to  bring  at  a  later  time. 

Our  subject  was  married  Dec-ember  20,  IKS.S.  in 
Lodi  Township,  to  Miss  Dolly  Burnett,  a  daughtei 
of  Mr-.  Ann  E.  Burnett.  She  wa-  horn  in  Living- 
ston County,  April  hi.  1864,  and  was  a  -indent  at 
the  High  School  in  Ann  Arbor,     since  locating  on 
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the  farm  which  he  now  owns.  Mr.  Hiscock  has  paid 
particular  attention  to  the  growing  of  wheat,  de- 
voting from  forty  to  sixty  acres  eaeh  year  to  this 
cereal.  Thus  far  his  efforts  in  this  direction  have 
been  successful. 

The  union  of  our  subject  and  his  attractive  and 
accomplished  wife  has  been  blest  by  the  advent  of 
three  children  into  the  home  circle.  There  are 
two  boys  and  one  little  daughter  who  are  the  pride 
and  joy  of  the  family.  They  are  by  name  Dana  E., 
who  was  born  June  13,  1885;  Roy  B.,  born  April 
II).  1887,  and  Pearl,  who  was  welcomed  into  the 
household  January  29.  1889.  Mr.  Hiscock  is  one 
of  the  many  who  is  infusing  new  life  and  enthusiasm 
of  young  blood  into  the  Republican  party.  He 
himself  is  liberal  in  church  matters;  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination 
and  accomplishes  much  good  through  her  church 
associations. 
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RS.  CLARISSA  (KELLOGG)  GAY.  This 
prominent  lady  of  Dexter  is  the  widow 
of  Edward  F.  (Jay,  who  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut in  1800,  and  was  anionic  the  first 
settlers  in  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  carried  on  a  mer- 
cantile business  in  connection  with  .Mr.  Maynard, 
and  after  six  years  went  to  Howell  where  be  erected 
the  first  frame  building  in  that  village  and  contin- 
ued to  reside  there  until  his  death  in  1875.  He 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  many  years 
and  took  up  much  land  in  this  vicinity.  For  some 
years  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Howell,  being  an 
active  and  consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  prominent  in  every  good  work, 
especially  in  those  of  temperance  reform  and  the 
abolition  of  slavery. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Gay  was  Clarissa  Lee.  ol 
Connecticut,  by  whom  he  had  six  children,  four  of 
whom  are  buried  at  Ann  Arbor.  ( )ne  son.  the  1  Ion. 
Milo  L.Gay,  was  for  many  years  a  public  man.  and 
was  a  Slate  Senator  for  two  terms  besides  being 
intrusted    with     the  cares    and    responsibilities     of 


numerous  other  public  offices,  lie  was  engaged  in 
the  banking  business  fora  dumber  of  year,-  at  Fow- 
lerville.  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
in  Howell,  where  he  resided  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1883.  His  sister  Elizabeth  is  now  Mrs. 
C.  C.  Ellsworth,  of  Greenville. 

The  second  marriage  oi  Mr.  Gay  was  with  our 
subject,  and  occurred  June  (I.  1853,  at  Dexter. 
This  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Philander  and  Fannie 
(Sperrv)  Kellogg,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Massachusetts,  who  came  to  Washtenaw  Count)'  in 
1837.  She  was  born  in  Windham,  Greene  County. 
N.  Y..  February  5,  1K22.  Her  father  was  a  miller 
and  an  extensive  manufacturer  at  New  Lisbon. 
N.  Y..  before  coming  to  Michigan. 

Mr.  Kellogg  settled  in  Dexter  Township,  four 
miles  west  of  the  village  and  there  his  good  wife 
died  October  6,  1 S  12.  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 
He  then  made  his  home  with  a  son  at  Kalamazoo 
until  the  date  of  his  death,  September  13,  1851. 
His  family  consisted  of  the  following  children: 
John.  Enoch.  Edward,  Mary  Ann.  Cordelia  and 
I'ainelia  (twins).  Clarissa.  William  II.  and  Charles. 
Enoch  had  settled  here  a  few  years  previous  to  the 
coming  of  the  family  anil  died  in  Kalamazoo  in 
1851;  Mary  Ann  became  the  wife  of  George  Tay- 
lor and  died  in  1883,  in  Dieke\  County,  Dak.: 
Cordelia  married  Henry  Phelps  of  this  city;  I'a- 
inelia is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Hosier,  now  of  Eaton 
Rapids, but  formerly  a  wagon  and  carriage  manu- 
facturer of  Dexter:  William  II.  i>  a  fanner  in  Fulton. 
Gratiot  County;  and  Charles,  who  had  removed  to 

the  same  place  died  there  in    1884. 

Mis.  ( lay  began  teaching  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
at  North  Lake,  in  Kalamazoo  County,  and  contin- 
ued In  that  line  of  work  until  she  reached  the  age 
of  thirty-two.  She  had  prepared  herself  for  this 
profession  at  Albion  Seminary  (now  Albion  Col- 
lege), and  the  able  instruction  under  which  she  had 
placed  herself  made  her  a  successful  teacher.  She 
continued  in  the  country  schools  until  she  went  to 
Howell  in  1848,  when  she  established  a   scl 1   in 

tl Id   Presbyterian  Church,  where  she  taught  our 

term    until    the    new  schoolhouse  was  built.     The 
Board  expressed  greal  regret  that  her  marriage  had 

taken    away    their    be-t    teacher.     She    look-    back 
with  a  "real  deal  of  satisfaction   to  her  earlv  leach- 
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ing  days,  as  "boarding  'rouud"  made  a  vcr\  dis- 
tinct and  unique  impression  on  iier  mind  and  lier 
reminiscences  of  those  days  are  exceedingly  inter- 
esl  ing. 

Mrs.  «'.-i\  remained  in  Howell  for  two  years 
after  her  husband's  death  and  then  came  to  Dexter 
and  was  with  her  brother  John  until  his  death  and 
still  maintains  her  old  home.  She  has  no  children 
of  her  own  but  she  has  a  young  lady  in  her  family, 
.Miss  Ella  Day,  who  1ms  been  under  her  care  and 
training  since  her  twelfth  year  and  who  is  liken 
daughter  t<>  her. 

John  Kellogg  had  come  here  a  fevt  years  prior 
in  the  emigration  of  his  father's  family  and  settled 
upon  a  farm  near  his  father's  place,  bul  removed 
to  Dexter  some  eighl  years  previous  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  October6,  1878.  His  wife,  Louisa 
Perry,  to  whom  he  had  been  married  in  New  Lisbon, 
X.  Y..  had  died  one  year  before  Ids  demise.  They 
had  but  one  child,  Clarinda,  who  married  Mr.  Fred 
Rowe  of  Sharon  Township.  She  wasagraduate  of 
Albion  College  and  died  about  a  year  after  her 
marriage,  and  previous  to  the  death  of  her  parents. 
Her  father  was  for  a  short  time  in  the  mercantile 
business  and  was  for  a  number  of  years  on  a  farm 
on  the  Ann  Arbor  road,  one  mile  from  Dexter. 
Mrs.  Gay  administered  upon  his  estate,  and  in  this, 
as  in  all  business  which  she  lias  undertaken,  she 
has   shown  unusual  abilit  v. 


^> 


DWTJS  VV.  Ft  (RDisthe  senior  member  of  the 
firm  known  as  that  of  E.  W.  Ford  &  Son. 
^  dealersin  lumber,  carriages  and  agricultural 
implements.  Thej  her<  enjoy  a  very  extensive 
patronage  and  their  place  of  business  is  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  counts.  Mr.  Ford  was  born  in  Mon- 
roe County,  N.  Y..  May  11.  1828,  and   is  a  son  of 

William     lord,    who    was    a     native    of     Berkshire, 

Mass.,  and  subsequently  emigrated  to  Ni  w  York, 
in  1833, coming  to  Michigan  where  he  bought  land 
and  located  in  York  Township,  this 'county. 

The   immediate    progenitor  of  our  suhjeel    was 
one  of  the  firsl  settlers  here   and    he    at    -e    se1 


himself  to  clearing  and  improving  his  farm  and 
after  a  lifetime  spent  in  industry  and  conscientious 
devotion  to  the  work  of  providing  for  his  family 
he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-sis  \  ear-.  He  was  a 
man  who  wa-  much  respected  in  hi-  locality  and 
who  was  awarded  various  township  offices,  having 
been  Supervisor  for  some  time.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  agenerous 
supporter  of  the  same,  (tin  subject's  mother  was 
before  her   marriage   Miss  Alniira  Waugh,  of  New 

"i  in  k  :  she  died   in    1857.      Thisworthv    couple  were 

the  parents  of  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are 
living  at  the  present  time. 

The  original  of  this  -ketch  is  the  second  in  order 
of   birth   of  his   family  and  was   five  years  of  age 

w  hen   his  parents  came  to  this  Slab  .       1  [e  like  other 

boys  in  pioneer  days  was  grounded  in  the  rudi- 
ments of  an    English  course  in  the  district  school 

that   was  held  in  a  log  schoolhouse  fitted  OUl   in  the 

most  primitive  manner.  He  remained  at  home 
until  twenty-one  years  of  ageand  helped  his  father 

clear  and  improve  the  farm,  and  when  lie  had 
reached  his  majority  the  place  was  well  freed  from 
unsightly  stumps;  fences  were  buiH  and  roads  made 

so    that    it   was    reduced    to  a    state  well     titled    for 

productiveness. 

In    1854    Mr.   Ford    removed    to   Saline    and    here 
learned   the   carpenter's  trade,  and   he  has  followed 

this  more  or  less  constantly  ever  since.  In  the 
spring  of  1859  he  went  to  Chicago  and  was  there 
engaged  on  job  work  tor  nearly  five  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  he  returned  to  Saline  where 
he  continued  working  at  his  trade,  lb-  has  built 
many  dwelling  and  schoolhouses,  and  working  so 
much  in  lumber  he  gradually  went  into  the  busi- 
ness, and  about  1880  he  established  a  lumberyard 
in  this  town,  taking  hi-  -on  into  partnership  with 
him  under  the  firm  name  given  above.  During 
the  pasi  two  years  the  firm  have  added  agricultural 
implements  to  their  stock  and  have  developed 
quite  an  extensive  business  in  this  direction. 

Mr.  Ford  becoming  wearied  of  single-blessedness 
united  hi-  life  for  better  or  worse  with  thai  of 
Mi-  Ellen  1'.  Fuller,  January  1.  is;,;,.  The  lady 
was  a  native  of  Monroe,  thi-  State,  and  a  daughter 
of  Ormon  Fuller,  a  nativ  e  of  New  lrork,  and  who 
nil     |,i    Michigan    at     an    earlv    day.      Mrs.    I 
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Ford  died  January  II.  1864,  while  residing  with 
her  husband  in  Chicago.  She  lefl  to  her  bereaved 
husband  Hirer  children — Charles  K..  Flavins  and 
Ida.  The  first  and  lasl  aamed  are  deceased.  Two 
years  later  our  subject  contracted  a  sec 1  mar- 
riage, his  bride  being  Miss  Phebe  A.  Upton.  From 
this  union  was  born  one  child — Hattie  May.  .Mr-. 
Phebe  Ford  died  January  12.  1887.  A  Whig  orig- 
inally in  political  favor,  our  subject  has  of  late 
years  been  a  Republican.  Hehasheld  the  position 
of  Justin'  of  the  Peace  for  four  years  ami  lias  been 
a  Mason  for  more  than  twenty  years;  he  also  be- 
longs to  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the  Free  anil 
Accepted  Masons.  Mr.  Ford  has  a  fine  residence, 
and  altogether  a  beautiful  home. 
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LISIIA  CRANSON,      the   owner    of    a    line 
farm  on  section   26,    Webster  Township,  was 
I     _■?    born   in    Lennox,     Madison     County,     N.   V.. 

March  7.  1820.  lie  is  a  sou  of  Elisha  and  Abigail 
(Reed)  Cranson,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
August  27.  L782,  anil  the  latter  March  13,  1784. 
They  were  both  born  near  Boston,  Mass.,  and  were 
married  November  27.  1807,  in  the  old  Bay  State. 
Elisha  Cranson  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  of  :i 
family  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  lived  to 
reach  years  of  maturity,  although  the  only  one 
now  surviving  (  1891  )  is  Elisha. 

In  May.  1830,  the  family  came  to  Michigan  and 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on 
sections  24  and  2(i.  Webster  Township,  and  settled 
at  once  upon  their  place.  They  had  very  limited 
means  and  were  obliged  to  work  hard  and  econo- 
mize closely.  Tin  firsl  year  of  then-  residence 
here  they  planted  twenty-six  acres  to  wheat,  the 
land  being  oak  openings  and  the  timber  at  that 
time  being  well  to  the  border  of  north  and  we.-t. 
This  continued  to  be  the  home  of  Elisha  Cranson. 
Sr..  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Ion  la  Count\ 

while  ona  visit.  August  23,  I855;his  wife  died  April 
19,  1856,  in  Livingston  County.  They  left  a  large 
family  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Deborah,  Job, 
Rosamond,  Abigail,  Alonzowho  died  in  childhood. 


Elisha,  Levi,  Charles  ( '.  and  Lyman  who  died  in 
infancy  .  The  eldest  •daughter  married  Sterns  Kim- 
berly;  Job  was  a  farmer  in  Livingston  County  and 
died  ai  Trenton,  December  8,  1882;  Rosamond 
married  Alvin  Moe  of  Ionia  County  and  died  in 
1853;  Abigail  was  Mrs.  James  Litchfield  of  Oakland 
County  and  died  in  1883;  Levi  died  March  1(1. 
1848,  at.  the  age  of  twenty-four  years;  Charles  died 
January  12.  1850,  while  en  route  to  California,  his 
decease  taking  place  at  Ft.  Laramie  at  a  time  when 
he  was    going  overland    to  the  Golden   state;  he 

was  then   twenty-six  years  of  age.       Flisha  ('ranson 

wns  tin-  pioneer  of    the  vicinity    and  was  followed 

by  a  large  number  Of  families  from  Madison 
(  OUllty,  X.  Y.  He  had  been  captain  of  a  militia 
company  in  tin-  Empire  State  and  was  commonlj 
known  as  ( 'apt.  ( 'ranson. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  he  had 
reached  his  majority  and  then  took  up  land  in 
Otisco,  Ionia  County,  and  there  spent  seven  years 
in  improving  a  farm.  At  tin-  end  of  that  time  he 
returned  to  the  old  homestead  and  from  that  time 
gave  it  his  attention.  He  has  added  to  the  farm 
until  if  now  comprises  Over  three  hundred  acre- of 
fertile  and  productive  land.  He  here  devotes 
himself  to  mixed  farming  in  which  he  has  been 
very  successful. 

.Mr.  (ranson  was  married  while  living  in  Ionia 
County,  the  occasion  being  celebrated  March  21. 
1843,  his  bride  being  Mis-  Heroine  Dumond,  who 
was  born  in  Canada,  she  belonged  to  .a  family 
who  settled  at  a  very  early  day  in  Ionia  County. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  arc  the  parents  of  four 
children  who  are  living,  They  are  Edgar,  Emma, 
Frank  1).,  and  Elsie  Louise.  The  h'rsl  named  is  a 
farmer  in  Webster  Township;  Emma  is  at  home; 
Frank  at  present  conducts  the  work  on  the  farm; 
Elsie  IS  also  at     home  and  is  a   highly  educated  and 

accomplished  lady:    she    received    her   training  in 

the  1 1 J  Li  1 1  School  of  Ann    Arlior. 

In   hi>  political  belief    our    subject     belongs  to  a 

family  of  Republicans,   lie  has  given  his  attention 

chiefly  to  farming  and   is    the    owner  of  one  of  the 

lines!  houses  in  in  the  locality.  It  is  provided 
with  all  the  modern  conveniences  of  the  day,  -up- 
plied  with  water  that  is  contained  in  tanks  which 
is  forced  to  place  by  hydraulic  pressure.      In  his  re- 
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ligious  belief  oursubjeel  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church, for  fifty  j'ears.  Heisa  sub- 
stantial man  and  :i  strong  and  interested  citizen  in 
all  prog  ressh  <■  vements. 


X 


ILLIAM     I..    MARQUARDT.      Ann    Arbor 

J  has  many  aspiring  young  members  of  the 
legal  fraternity,  and  as  in  every  place 
where  there  is  an  educational  institution  with  a 
Law  Department,  there  are  annually  turned  out 
graduates  whose  knowledge  of  book  law-is  indeed 
extensive  enough,  but  who  are  tried  by  the  actual 

and     practical     experiences,    so    that    the    metal     of 

which  they  are  made  soon  shows  itself.  Some  go 
to  the  wall,  those  who  have  ability,  stamina  and 
energy  enough  to  puisne  the  fickle  goddess  of  for- 
tune in  the  face  of  long  waits  for  clientage,  are 
pretty  sure  of  success,  but  become  scattered  from 
under  the  eave-droppings  of  their  Alma  Mater  to 
new  and  untried  Melds,  lie  of  whom  we  write,  al- 
though youthful  in  veals  has  demonstrated  his 
ability  to  cope  successfully  with  briefs,  parallel 
cases  ami  general  legal  forms,  and  has  a  dash  of 
Originality  in  his  method  of  pleading  a  case  to 
judge  and  jury  that  is  promising  for  his  future. 

Lawyer  Marquardt  was  born  in  "Macomb  (  ..uuty. 
this  state.  October  28,  1862.  He  is  the  son  of 
William  and  Catherine  (Oohl)  Marquardt.  the 
fathei-  being  a  native  of  Prussia  and  the  mother  of 
Wurtemberg.  Germany.  They  were  among  the 
early  settlers  in  Macomb  County,  our  subject's 
father  ha\  ing  em i grated  to  the  United  Stales  about 
1851.  He  at  once  engaged  in  farming  and  now 
resides  at  Mt.  Clemens,  having  retired  from  the 
active  pursuits  of  agricultural  labor.  Of  four  chil- 
dren   born    to  the  parents  our  subject    is    the    eldest. 

There  were  two  sisters  and  two  brothers.     William 

passed  his  youth  at  Ml.  Clemens  and  there  pursued 
his  Studies  in  the  grammar  and   later    in    the    High 

School.  He  then  entered  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, from  which  he  graduated  in  L886,  taking  de- 
grees  from   the    Literary    and    Law    Departments. 


s after  our  subject    began   the   practice  of  his 

profession  and  was  so  fortunate  as  to  be  soon  ap- 
pointed assistant  counsel  of  the  Burlington,  <  edai 
Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad  with  residence  at 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  he  then  Located  al  Emmets- 
burg,  where  he  remained  for  three  years. 

On  returning  to    Michigan.    Mr.    Marquardl    lo- 
cated in    Ann  Arbor.      He    was   married    -March    21, 

1887  to  Miss  Lucy  siegn 1.  of  Ypsilanti.     she  is 

a  daughter  of  Charles  Siegmund  and  was  a  native 
of  Ypsilanti.  She  died  April  21,  1890.  On  coming 
to   Ann    Arbor  in    1889,    he    of    whom    we    write 

opened  a  law  ollice  in  the  Masonic  Block,  and  in 
October,  1891,  formed  a  law  partnership  with 
Thomas  A.  Logic.  They  have  a  general  practice. 
having  been  very  successful  in  their  legal  efforts  to 
the  present  lime.  Socially  Mr.  Marquardt  belongs 
to  the  Fraternity  Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  independent 
Lodge,  I.  O.  0.  I'..  N".  253,  of  Emmetsburg,  [own. 
He  is  a  member  of   the  German    Arbeiter  Society, 

of  Ann  Arbor.  He  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  As  lie- 
comes  a  promising  young  lawyer,  he  is  much  inter- 
ested   in    politics  of   the   various    departments    of 

Stale  and  country. 


V. 


I ON.    THOMAS    I).   LANE,    deceased.     All 

who  knew   tin-  noble  man    in    his   life    time 
will  rejoice  to  find  in  this  volume  a  sketch 
of  his   life   work.      His    efforts    in    clearing 
a  w  a  \  the  forests  of  Salem  Township  are  appreciated 

by  all  who  prize  the  pioneer  hisloi  \  .  and  his  public 

record  in  the  service  of  tin  people  is  worth 
praise.  He  was  born  June  2(i.  1820,  in  Ontario 
County,  X.  V..  and  was  -i  son  of  Peter  C.  and 
Malana  ((  ronk)  Lane,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  the  Mohawk  Valley  in  New  York,  the  former 
being  born  in  1792  and  the  latter,  the  following 
year.     Their    marriage    look     place    in     Ontario 

County,   \.   Y.  and  they   became  the  parent-    of    -i  \ 

children,  namely:  Julia,  now  the  wife  of  (  ornelius 
Ockford,  of  Detroit.  Thomas  I)..  Mary  .1..  Aimer 
< !..  of  Tra\  erst    (  it  \  .  I  Ian  nah   I.,  and  James  V  w  ho 
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was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Williamsburg  during 
the  Civil  War.  Mary  J.  was  among  the  flrsl  who 
took  lectures  in  the  Medical  College  at  Ann  Arbor, 
and  Hannah  has  followed  teaching  for  many  years 
being  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Ypsilanti. 

Michigan  was  still  in  its  Territorial  days  when 
the  parents  of  this  family  came  hither  and  in  this 
county  their  children  grew  to  years  of  maturity. 
Our  subject  grew  up  upon  the  farm  and  by  study- 
ing at  home  gained  a  good  practical  education. 
He  always  took  a  great  interest  in  educational 
affairs  and  for  many  years  was  School  Inspector  in 
the  county.  His  marriage  took  place  in  ls.">7  and 
he  was  then  joined  for  life  with  Miss  Olive  A. 
Webster,  a  daughter  of  Eli  H.  Webster  who  came 
hither  from  Monroe  County.  X.  Y.  and  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Macomb  County  in  the  Terri- 
torial days. 

Besides  his  Long  Sen  ice  as  School  Inspector  Mr. 
Lane's  official  life  included  eight  terms  as  Super- 
visor of  Salem  Township  and  in  liS.Vx.  while  he 
was  still  young  he  became  a  representative  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  in  I860  he  was  made  State 
Senator.  His  activities  in  the  Union  cause  during 
the  war  are  well-known  to  all  loyal  men  in  this 
part  of  the  State  and  he  raised  many  recruits  and 
in  every  way   possible  showed  his   devotion    to    the 

old  flag. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane  were  born  three  children. 
Webster  I'.,  who  married  Alice  Mcl'aiiand  and  re- 
sides on  the  old  home  place  with  his  wife  ami  one 
child.  Erma  I-;.;  .lames  S..  who  died  in  infancy  and 
Charles  S..  who  resides  at  Traverse  City.  The 
Whig  party  commanded  the  devotion  of  Mr.  Lane 
in  his  early  days  hut  he  became  a  Republican  earl.5 
in  the  history  of  that  movement  and  helped  in  or- 
ganizing the  party.  lie  was  a  public  spirited  man 
and  wrote  many  articles  on  subjects  of  public  im- 
portance to  the  press  of  Washtenaw  County,  lie 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  his  conscientious  religious  life 
will  ever  he  a  sacred  memory  to  his  family  and 
friends.  He  was  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance 
and  worked  for  the  suppression  of  crime  and  the 
upbuilding  of  morality. 

The  father  of  Mr.   Lane  was   for    many    years    an 


invalid  and  thus  it  was  that  in  his  boyhood  the 
heavy  burdens  fell  upon  him  and  he  was  active 
and  efficient  in  clearing  and  cultivating  the  farm 
which  was  covered  with  heavy  timber  when  they 
moved  upon  it.  The  family  was  originally  of 
English  extraction  and  our  subject  thus  inherited 
many  of  the  best  traits  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  people, 
lie  gave  to  his  sons  a  liberal  education  and  Charles 
graduated  at  the  business  college  at  Grand  Rapids, 
this  State.     Mr.  Lane  died  July  IS,  1890. 


-i  '     i   '  i  i   t 


ir_^  EXRY  LIESEMER.     Few.  if  any  of  the  bus- 

Y  J  iness  men  in  Saline,  are  better  known  and 
are  dealt  with  more  generally  that  he  whose 
^)  name  is  quoted  above,  and  whose  portrait 
is  shown  on  the  accompanying  page.  A  dealer  in 
grain  and  coal,  he  combines  two  trades  that  bring 
him  in  contact  with  all  classes  of  people.  As  his 
name  would  suggest,  he  is  of  German  ancestry  and 
birth,  his  native  place  being  Londorf,  Hesse  Darm- 
stadt. Germany,  and  his  natal  day  June  lib  1*27. 
He  is  a  son  of  Henry  Liesemer,  who  was  a  Govern- 
ment officer  in  the  Fatherland,  having  served 
twenty-two  years  in  the  army,  during   which  time 

he  was  present  at  the  burning  of  Moscow.  After- 
ward he  was  appointed  Collector  of  Revenue  and 
served  in  this  capacity  for  five  years  when  he  re- 
tired to  private  life.  In  1855  he  came  to  America 
to  visit  his  son  and  our  subject,  and  while  in 
America  died  a1  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  his  de- 
cease occurring  in  ( ianada. 

Mr.  Liesemer  received  excellent  training  in  his 
native  land  and  came  to  America  in  1849,  when  he 
was  in  the  full  vigor  of  his  young  ambition  and 
manhood.  He  first  located  in  (  anada  in  the  county 
of  Waterloo  and  was  there  engaged  in  the  merchan- 
tile  business.  He  purchased  a  large  trad  of  land 
while  there  and  founded  the  town  which  was  named 
in  honor  of  himself,  Liesbon.  lie  continued  busi- 
ness there  for  twenty-two  years,  and  during  that 
time  held  various  official  positions.  He  served  as 
1'ostmaster  of  the  town  and  was  also  Justice  of  the 
Peace.     In  1*71   Mi-.  Liesemer  came  to  Saline,  and 
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mi  once  engaged  in  the  grain  business.  Me  has 
bought  and  shipped  very  large  quantities  of  cereals, 
dealing  besides  in  the  staple  coal.  Prom  1883 
in  1884, he  shipped  three  hundred  thousand  bushels 
of  grain,  sending  124,000  to  the  I. aire  Shore 
Railroad  Company  for  freight.  He  has  ever  since 
been  successful  in  securing  :i  large  trade. 

In  May,1858,Mr.  Liesemer  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Caroline  Snort,  who  was  born  in  Water- 
loo County,  Canada,  six  children  were  born  as 
the  result  of  this  union.  They  arc  Louis  Jack, 
Henry  Austin,  Nancy  Ada.  Arthur  and  two  chil- 
dren who  are  deceased.  The  first  named  son  is  the 
editor  of  the  Washtenaw  Post  which  is  published 
at  Ann  Arbor;  Henry  is  the  agent  for  the  Lake 
Shore  Railroad  at  Springport,  this  State;  Nancy  is 
at  home;  Arthur  is  a  telegraph  agenl  located  at 
Ann   Arbor. 

The  creed  and  platform  of  Democracy  is  thi 

in  which  Mr.  Liesemer  believes,  il  being  consonanl 
with  hi>  ideas  as  to  the  government   of  a   country, 

greal   as  is  the  United    States.       He    has    here  a     line 

residence  that  stands  in  the  midst  of  three  acres  of 

Of  ground  beautified  with  rare  trees  and  flowers 
and  kept   in  the  must   perfect  older,  it-  velvel   lawn 

being  an  inviting  spot  on  hot  summer  days  i" 
throw  off  the  cares  of  business  and  recline  in  tie 
shade  of  the  trees.  Mr.  Liesemer  should  lie  given 
all  the  credit  for  the  success  that  has  attended  his 
efforts.  On  coming  to  America  he  had  but  a  -mall 
amount  of  money  but  this  he  has  husbanded  and 
invested  so  judiciously  that  it  has  returned  a  hand- 
some profit  to  himself. 


J 
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OBERT  CAMPBELL.  We  have  here  un- 
it her  representative  of  the  well-known  and 
tighly    respected    Campbell   family.     This 

member  of   that  household  was  horn   in   the 

Parish  of  Dalrymple,  Ayr-hire.  Scotland.  December 

13,   1835  and  his  parent-  Robert   and   Anna    (Muir) 

Campbell  came  to  America   in   October,    1842    anil 
located    on    a    farm    in    Augusta    Township,    this 


v.  The  father  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  a 
sister  of  ( (liver  ( 'romwell,  and  also  of  Lockhart,  of 
l.ee.  his  minister  to  France.  After  taking  a  course 
of  study  in  the  district  schools  of  this  county  our 
-ulijcct  studied  in  the  High  School  at  Ypsilanti 
and  then  taught  for  one  year  before   entering    the 

state  Normal  Scl I  in    the    -ami-    city,    where  he 

graduated  in  the  spring  of    1 859. 

The  young   man   now    passed  an  examination    for 

the  University  which  was  so  satisfactory  a-  to  ad- 
mit him  to  the  Sophi  mi  ore  \  car  of  tin-  course,  but  as 
he  found  it  uecessary  to  recruit  his  puree  he  went 
to  Kentucky  and  taught  at  Morgansfield,  taking 
charge  of  tin-  academy  at  which  Mrs.  John  A. 
Logan  had  graduated  two  years  previously.  He 
returned  to  Michigan  in  tin1  fall  of  1860  and  here 
engaged  in  teaching  but  hisscholarly  pursuits  were 
soon  to  he  cut  -hurt  a-  he  entered  the  army,  en- 
listing as Firsl  Lieutenant  in  the  Fourth  Michigan 
Infantry  in  July,  1862.  His regimenl  was  attached 
to  the  army  of  tin  Potomacand  he  foughl  through 
the  next  three  summer  campaigns,  seeing  severe  i  x- 
perinces  and  being  promoted  to  the  position  of 
Regimental  Quartermaster.  He  also  acted  on 
special  staff  duty  for  both  Corps  and   Division. 

The  young  soldier  lay  in  the  Seminary  Hospital 
at  Washington  for  several  weeks  from  the  effects 
of  a  sunstroke  received  near  the  close  of  the 
Gettysburg  campaign.  He  was  with  the  Fifth 
Army  Corps  through  all  their  engagements  and  left 
them  only  at  Petersburg,  lie  was  mustered  out  of 
service  a1  Detroit,  June  30,  1864  and  returned  di- 
rectly I ie,  happy  to  be  joined  once    more  to   his 

wife  and  child,  lie  had  been  married  August  29, 
1861  to  Lavinia  1..  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Aaron 
(  liilds.  of  Augusta  Town-hip.  this  county.  His 
son,  Walter  W.  was  born  May  I.  1862  and  is  now 
pastor  of  the  three  <  ongregational  churches  at 
(  oncord,  Ma—.  He  took  a  course  at  the  Michigan 
University  and  afterward  graduated  at  Andover 
Theological  Seminaiy.  The  daughter  Elizabeth  A. 
who  was  born  August  7.  1868  graduated  at  the 
Mate  University  in  the  literary  course  taking  her 
diploma  in  the  (  la—  of   ''•'  1. 

since  the  war  Mr.  Campbell  hasengagedin  agri- 
cultural pur-nit-  and  speculating  and  also  in  over 
seeing  his  large  fanning  interests,     lie  removed  to 
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the  city  of  Ann  Arbor  in  November,  1880  and 
here  is  an  extensive  dealer  in  real  estate.  He  is 
proud  to  be  able  to  say  that  he  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential ballot  for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  lias  been  a 
Republican  from  that  day  to  this.  He  lakes  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  politics  and  has  successively  held 
the  offices  of  Township  Treasurer,  School  Inspector. 
Drainage  Commissioner  and  Superintendent  of 
Schools.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  a 
Deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  with  which 
he  and  his  wile  have  been  long  connected.  Mr. 
Campbell  is  now  collecting  material  for  an  histori- 
cal account  of  the  battles  and  engagements  of  his 
old  regiment — the  Old  Fourth,  which  began  with 
Bull  Hun  and  closed  with  Appomattox. 


— 5— 
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ACOB  B1RKLE.  Our  subject  is  a  fair  exam- 
ple of  many  young  Germans  who  are  gen- 
erously endowed  by  nature,  and  ambitious 
CgJ/  to  grow  to  their  fullest  possible  licight  in 
this  land  of  great  possibilities  and  chances,  and  al- 
though he  has  had  some  serious  drawbacks  that 
mighl  have  discouraged  a  less  constant  nature,  he 
has  gone  on  undaunted  in  his  career  and  undoubt- 
edly there  is  a  future  before  him  of  successful  en- 
terprise and  pleasing  results  in  both  public  and 
private  life.  Mr.  Birkle  was  born  in  Lodi  Town- 
ship, this  county,  June  5,  1*(>2.  lie  is  a  son  of 
John  G.  Birkle,  of  German  birth  and  ancestry,  who 
came  to  America  in  1852, and  settled  in  this  county 
where  he  worked  out  for  several  years. 

Our  subject's  immediate  progenitor  purchased 
his  present  farm  in  Lodi  Township,  where  he  has 
since  lived  and  reared  his  family.  His  mother  was 
in  her  girlhood  days  Miss  Elizabeth  Schaible.  she 
was  a  native  of  Germany  and  came  to  this  country 
early  iu  the  '50s.  Our  subject  is  one  of  eight  children 
born  to  his  parents,  five  of  whom  survived  childish 
diseases  and  the  ills  that  human  flesh  is  heir  to.  The 
one  in  whom  we  are  particularly  interested,  re- 
ceived the  advantages  of  a  district-scl 1  educa- 
tion and  then  attended  the  Union  school  at  Saline. 
When  a  child  of  eleven  years,  he  met  with  n    very 


serious  accident.  While  working  about  a  feed- 
cutter,  his  right  arm  was  caught  in  the  machinery 
and  was  cut  off  at  the  shoulder.  He  lias  always 
lived  on  his  father's  farm,  and  has  fanned  the 
place  on  shares  in  partnership  with  his  elder 
brother. 

.Mr.  Birkle  is  a  Democrat,  in  politics,  and  has 
been  elected  by  his  friends  in  the  party  to  which 
he  belongs  to  several  local  offices,  lie  has  been 
School  Inspector  for  two  years,  and  Treasurer  for 
two  years,  and  is  now  serving  his  third  term  as 
Township  Clerk,  lie  was  advanced  at  the  last 
Democratic  convention  as  nominee  for  County 
Treasurer,  and  made  a  line  showing.  He  has  a 
large  following  of  enthusiastic  friends  who  believe 
him  to  be  the  man  for  that  office,  and  think  that 
he  will  yet  get   it. 

Mr.  Birkle  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church,  and  a  young  man  of  excellent  qualities 
and  of  much  promise.  His  morals  and  manners 
are  irreproachable,  and  he  has  a  desire  to  advance 
the  interests  of  his  constituents  in  the  true  sense 
that  commends  him  favorably  to  all  right-thinking 
men. 


-^ 


OHN  FINNEGAN.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  is  given  above  is  the  proprietor  of 
what  is  known  throughout  the  city  and 
vicinity  as  "Agricultural  Hall."  He  is  a 
dealer  in  agricultural  implements,  seeds,  etc..  and 
bis  place  Of  business  IS  located  at  the  junction  of 
Detroit  and  fourth  Streets,  Ann  Arbor.  In  his 
establishment  may  be  found  the  latest  and  most 
approved  styles  of  agricultural  machinery,  mowers. 
reapers  and  binders,  of  which  the  men  of  fifty 
\  cars  ago  knew    nothing. 

Mr.  Finnegau  was  born  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, the  place  of  his  nativity  being  Taunton 
and  his  birthday  being  July  L5,  1831,  and  is  the 
son  of  Matthew  and    Ellen    (Englestor)   Einnegan. 

The  mother  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and 
the  father  in  County  Carlin.  Ireland,  lb'  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man,  and 
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after  marriage  settled  in  Taunton,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  the  cotton  mills  of  that  city  with  the  firm 
of  Sprague.  He  removed  to  Michigan  with  his 
family  in  Is.'i'J  and  purchased  a  farm  three  and  a 
half  miles  south  of  Ann  Arbor  and  there  devoted 
himself  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  The 
tract  of  land  which  he  cultivated  comprised  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres  and  was  of  excellent 
character,  lie  died  in  1850,  being  at  the  time 
sixty  years  of  age. 

Politically  OUr  subject's  lather  was  a  stanch 
Democrat  and  in  his  chinch  relations  a  devoted 
Catholic.  Ilis  wife  survived  him  for  some  years, 
her  decease  occurring  in  1884,  when  in  her  eighty- 
fifth  year.  Of  six  children  born  to  this  couple 
only  two  are  living  at  the  present  time.  John  Fin- 
negan  being  the  eldest  son  and  second  child.  lie 
was  an  infant  in  arms  when  brought  to  this  county 
and  passed  his  youth  on  the  home  farm,  attending 
the  district  school  during  the  winters  and  assisting 
with  the  work  of  the  farm  in  the  summer.  He  re- 
mained on  the  home  place  until  reaching  manhood 
and  continued  there  until  thirty-five  years  of  aye. 

Selling  the  farm,  in  1867,  our  subject  removed 
to  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor  and  purchased  the  stock 
of  implements  owned  by  Moses  Rogers,  who  had 
established  the  business  in  1856.  The  stock  con- 
sisted at  that  time  of  a  fair  supply  of  farm  machin- 
ery and  our  subject  immediately  added  to  it. 
making  a  full  stock.  In  the  seed  business  he 
Carries  the  best  grades  and  those  that  are  pop- 
ular with  the  most  advanced  farmers. 

Mr.  Finnegan  was  married,  in  l.s;>7.  to  Miss 
Margaret    Smith,   of    Northfield    Township,    this 

county.      Mil'    was   horn  and  reared  to  woinanl d 

in  that  place  and  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Bridget  Smith,  her  parents  coming  here  from  Ire- 
land. Our  subject  ami  his  wife  have  never  had 
children,  of  their  own  bu1  they  have  reared  three 

to    whom    they  have    given    a    pleasant    home    and 

good  advantages.  Our  subject  was  an  Abolitionist 
in  slavery   days  and    later  became    a    Republican, 

although  of  late  years  he  has  voted  the  Indepen- 
dent ticket,  lie  is  a  strong  tariff  refori an,  be- 
lieving in  an  equalization  of  tariff  valuations. 

For  se\  eral  years  our  subject  was  connected  \\  ith 
«hat    was    called   the    Agricultural    Companv.     It 


was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  farm  machin- 
ery.    He  held  the  office  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer 

in   the  society   until    1879,  when   it   was  merged  into 

a  stock  company,  with  K.  W.  Moore  as  manager. 
Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  St.  Thomas  Catho- 
lic Church. 


=^^B 
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fi       MLLIAM    II.    ARNOLD.      The    gentleman 

\        /      whose  name  i-  above,  i-  one  of  a  good  old 

Vv  familyof  Dutch  extraction  that  washighly 
honored  and  respected  in  the  Empire  state  The 
name  is  an  historic  one.  hut  our  subject  is  in  no 
way  related  to  the  fascinating  traitor  who  betrayed 
his  country  for  British  gold.  Now  a  resident  on 
section  35,  Dexter  Township,  all  of  our  subject's 
life  has  been  passed  in  tin-  vicinity,  lie  i-  a  son 
of  Joseph  Arnold,  a  native  of  Rensselaer  County. 
X.  V.  Joseph  Arnold  was  there  reared  to  manhood, 
and  married  Margaret  Vanransler, a  lady  of  Dutch 
descent.  Of  this  union  five  children  were  horn, 
four  sons  and  one  daughter.  A  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, the  elder  Mr.  Arnold  remained  in  his  native 
State  until  1826,  and  then  came  to  the  Wolverine 
state  and  settled  in  Dexter  Township.  Washtenaw 
County.     Here  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days, 

and  here  died. 

Mr.  Arnold  at  once  look  up  on  coming  to  the 
State,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre-  of  land  and 
added  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  more.  As  he 
became  too  aged  to  have  the  responsibility    and 

care  of  the  property  it  was  di\  tded  among  hi-  chil- 
dren, who  took  care  of  him  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  lie  cleared  one  hundred  ami  sixty  acres 
of  the  land  at  a  da\  when  the  country  abounded 
in   wild  animals,  and   when   the   I  ndians  w  ere  not  an 

unfrequenl  sight.  A  vigorous  and  energetic  na- 
ture. Mr.  Arnold  soon  took  a  prominent  stand  in 
the  vicinity,  and  was  made  the  incumbent  of  most 
of  the  township  offices;  he  died  in  1885, the  mother 
following  him  two  years  later,  her  decease  occur- 
ring in  1887.  The  wife  wa-  one  of  the  most  ener- 
getic and  remarkable  ladies  in  tin-  part  of  Michi- 
gan,    she  was    hospitable    in  the  extreme,  and  no 
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guest  ever  went  away  from  lier  door  uninvited  to 
partake  of  the  good  things  which  her  skill  as  a 
house-wife  enabled  her  to  make. 

William  II.  Arnold  was  born  June  25,  L824,  and 
was  only  one  year  old  when  his  parents  came  to 
this  State,  which  has  ever  since  been  his  home,  lie 
remained  under  the  paternal  roof  until  having 
reached  his  majority.  He  was  married  in  Dexter 
Township,  to  Elizabeth  Dancer,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Dancer,  and  a  native  of  England,  who  was  an 
early  settler  in  Lima  Township, where  hespenl  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  and  where  his  decease  oc- 
curred. Air.  and  Mrs.  Arnold  have  eight  children, 
namely:  Annie,  Maggie,  Mary.  Lizzie,  Eva,  Will- 
iam. Ralph  and  Arthur*;.  Mr.  Arnold  received  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  from  his  father's  estate, 
and  to  him  and  his  brother  was  confided  the  care 
of  the  parents.  A  division  of  the  laud  was  finally 
made  by  which  our  subject  received  one  hundred 
acres.  He  has  since  added  three  hundred  and 
ninety  acres,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  four  hundred 
and  ninety  acres.  He  has  cleared  a  great  deal  of 
land,  and  has  been  a  hard-working  man. 

In  addition  to  his  agricultural  business,  the  origi- 
nal of  our  sketch  traveled  for  the  Ruckeve  Reaper 
and  Mower  Company  for  eighteen  years.  He  was 
very  successful  as  a  salesman.  Our  subject  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  his  political  likings,  and  has  always  been 
true  to  his  party,  and  has  been  awarded  several 
township  positions. 


~*s^4\ 


31  IfelLLIAM  KOEBBP:.  This  prominent  busi- 
nfvli  ness  man  "'  Manchester,  was  born  in  Free- 
V"p\y  dom  Township.  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.. 
November  15.  1856.  His  father,  J.  H.  Koebbe,  was 
a  native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  and  came  to  Mich- 
igan at,  the  age  of  twenty-one,  making  his  home  in 
Freedom  Township,  when  there  was  nothing  upon 
the  farm  which  he  took  except  a  log  house  with- 
out floors  or  windows,  so  that  he  had  to  hang 
blankets  up  for  protection,  and  as  there  was  no 
Boor  they  trod  upon  the  earth,  lie  had  only 
twenty-five  cents  when  he  came  into  the  State, and 


he  and  his  family  lived  for  fifteen  years  in  this 
primitive  log  house,  which  they  had  made  more 
comfortable,  and  where  our  subject    was  born. 

The  father  of  our  subject  remained  upon  this 
farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eight.  He  was  an  intelligent  student  of 
American  affairs  and  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him 
as  a  citizen  of  his  adopted  eouiiln  to  he  at  the 
polls  upon  every  election  day  and  to  help  in  guid- 
ing the  affairs  according  to  his  iiest  judgment. 
In  his  political  views  he  was  in  sympathy  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  was  well-known  as  an 
honest,  hard-working  man  and  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  German  Methodisl  Church,  in  the 
work  of  which  he  took  an  active  part  and  held 
offices  of  responsibility.  He  was  a  liberal  contri- 
butor to  the  work  both  of  the  church  and  the  Sun- 
day-school, and  superintended  the  school  for  a 
number  of  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  Daviter  and  she  also  was  a  Prussian 
by  birth,  but  was  not  united  in  marriage  with  Mr 
Koebbe  until  after  her  migration  to  Michigan,  as 
they  had  never  met  in  the  old  country.  She  is 
still  living  and  resides  at  the  old  homestead,  and 
is  now  about  sixty-five  years  of  age.  To  her  were 
granted  three  daughters  and  four  sons:  John  !•'.. 
Sarah  (deceased),  William,  Frank  II..  Sophia  (de- 
ceased), Sarah  (2d),  and  Calvin  A.  John  resides  in 
Saline  Township  and  Frank  II.,  Sarah  and  Calvin 
are  at  home  with  the  mother. 

The  early  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in  the 
little  log  home  "here  In-  was  born,  and  his  first 
schooling  was  taken  at  the  schoolhouse  at  Silver 
Lake.  He  afterward  learned  the  carpenter's  ami 
joiner's  trade,  beginning  it  when  fifteen  years  old 
aiul  following  this  line  of  business  until  In1  was 
twenty-eight  years  old.  working  for  one  man.  Jos- 
eph Kramer.  He  helped  to  build  many  houses  and 
barns  in  this  vicinity,  and  one  can  hardly  take  a 
drive  anywhere  through  the  county  without  seeing 
sonic  buildings  which   he  has    worked    upon. 

Ill  ISSi;  he  decided  to  go  into  the  mercantile 
business  and  opened  the  store  where  he  is  now 
Carrying  a  line  and   well  selected  stock    of  clothing 

and  gentlemen's  furnishing  goods.     Here   he  and 

his  partner.  .Mr.  Robinson,  are   doing  an    excellent 
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business  and  have  everj  prospect  of  success.  He 
was  married  on  the  1st  of  December,  1888,  to 
Libby  Neisley,  a  native  of  Saline  Township,  this 
county,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  sons, 
Clarence  W.  and  Frederick  II.  since  last  spring 
Mr.  Koebbe  has  been  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  and  he  is  connected  with  the  German 
Workman's  Aid  Society  of  Manchester  and  is  lib- 
eral in  not  only  this  but  all  good'causes.  During 
the  dull  season  in  his  regular  business  he  devotes 
himself  to  a  considerable  extenl  to  selling  machines 
and  agricultural  implements.  A  quiet,  unassum- 
ing man  and  a  good  citizen,  he  is  respected  by  his 
acquaintances  and  numbered  among  those  who  are 
worthy  of  regard. 


«M* 
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<,il  felLLIAM  .1.  STITT.  Anion-  the  worthiest 
\jjj//  ul  ''"'  representative  agriculturists  in  this 
W^J  portion  of  the  country  is  he  who  owns  the 
well-cared-for  place  on  section  '■'>•>.  Manchester 
Township.  He  was  bora  in  Pittstown,  Rensselaer 
County,  N.  V..  August  5,  1818.  He  is  a  son  of 
.lames  Stitt.  whose  holm'  and  native  place  was  the 
same  as  that  of  our  subject  and  like  him  he  was 
reared  upon  a  farm,  carrying  on  the  business  there 
until  1834,  when  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled 
iii  Lenawee  County,  making  the  journey  hither 
al ■  in  the  first  place  with  a  team, and  after  pros- 
pecting and  entering  a  secti if  land   he  returned 

and  brought  his  family  by  boat  to  Monroe.  Prom 
there  he  proceeded  to  Lenawee  County  with  team. 
The  farm  which  he  had  secured  was  somewhal  im- 
proved. 

In  I860  our  subject's  father  was  killed,  lie  had 
gone  to  Detroit  to  see  Stephen  A.  Douglas  and  in 
some  way  gol  under  the  cars  and  was  mangled  so 
badly  that  he  died  two  days  later,  lie  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  his  political  likings  and  was  a  man  of 
greatest  loyalty  to  his  State,  lie  was  a  Colonel  of 
artillery  in  the  War  of  1812  and  held  himself  in 
readiness  to  i,ro  to  battle  for  his  country  at  anj 
time.  He  was  sixty-eight  year-  of  age  at  the  time 
of  his  decease.     Our  subject's  mother  was.  in   her 


maiden  days  a  Miss  Mary  Welling.  She  was  a  na- 
tive of  Nova  Scotia  but  moved  with  her  parents  to 

New  York  when  a  small  girl.  slic  died  in  Lena- 
wee County,  this  state. ; :it  the  age  of  aboul  seventy- 
two  years.  Her  father.  William  Welling,  was  a 
native  of  Nova  Scotia  and  lived  to  be  seventy  \  ears 
of  age,  devoting  himself  duringthe  whole  of  his 
career  to  the  calling  of  farming.  Our  subject's 
parents  were  married  in  New  York  State.  Tin- \ 
had  seven  children,  three  daughters  and  four  sons. 
all  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  <  it 
t  hese  two  daughters  and  one  brother  of  our  subject 
is  now  living.  Amy  i-  the  wifeof  Benjamin  Aken 
and  resides  in  Rensselaer  County  N.  Y..  as  does 
her  sister  Caroline.  Joseph  W.  lives  on  a  farm  in 
Franklin  Township,  Lenawee  County,  this  State; 
the  deceased  children  are  Byron,  Andrew  J.,  Han- 
nah and  Kechaui.  Our  subject  is  the  second  child 
and  eldest  sun  in  order  of  birth,  lie  remained  in 
his  native  place  until  seventeen  years  of  age  when 
he  came  to  .Michigan  with  his  parents,  making  his 
home  with  them  until  twenty-seven  year- old.  until 
that  time  assisting  his  father  with  the  work  of  the 
farm. 

Our  subject  was  united  iii  wedlock  December  21. 
1845,  to  Miss  Lavilla  Tyler  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  thcreliorn  in  1825.  After  marriage  the  young 
people  located  where  they  now  reside,  but  in  a  log 
house  16x20  feet  in  dimensions.  They  lived  ill 
that  way  for  one  year  when  our  subjeel  erected  a 
-mall  frame  house  11x21  feet.  Here  they  reared 
their  family  of  six  children  that  comprised  four 
sons  and  two  daughters.  They  are  AlasCO  T..  who 
resides  in  Jackson  County.  Lninia.  Mrs.  Albert 
Vandewalker,  who  also  lives  in  Jackson  County; 
Flora  deceased;  Lamest  win ■  is  engaged  in  clerking 
in  a  store  in  the  city  of  Jackson ;  Mertillo  who  lives 
i  n  Franklin,  Lenawee  County;  and  Orion  I...  now  in 
Ann  Arbor,  where  he  is  engaged  a-  a  carpenter. 
The  mi  it  her  of  l  hese  children  died  an 'I  was  interred 
in  the  Franklin  Corners  Cemetery  in  Washtenaw 
County.  Our  subject  was  married  the  second  time 
in  1886,  hi-  wife  being  Miss  Eliza  Pomeroy,  a  nat- 
ive of  New  York,  born  in  1818  in  the  town  of 
Franklin.  I  >c  la  ware  ( 'ounty. 

Mr.  Stitt  IS  the  owner  of  two   hundred  and  fortv- 

ii\.  :i, ■]■>■-  of  well-improved  land,  which  he  bought 
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:it  various  times  since  his  first  purchase  of  eighty 
acres  that  bore  no  improvements,  he  coining  here 
when  a  young  man  a1  a  time  when  the  country  was 
very  wild.  His  ax  was  ln>  only  implement  and 
desiring  to  spend  as  much  time  as  possible  upon 
his  own  farm  in  clearing  ii  he  was  obliged  to  give 
two  days  nut  of  the  week  to  the  man  \\  it  Ii  whom  lie 
boarded  in  return  for  his  board  and  Lodging.  After 
his  marriage  he  rented  a  log  house  for  a  year  and 
at  the  cud  of  that  time  erected  the  little  frame  dwel- 
ling that  was  their  home  I'M  a  number  of  years. 
The  greater  pari  of  the  two  hundred  and  forty-live 

acres  of  land  that  lie  now  owns  is  under  cultivation 

and  bears  evidence  of  good  management  and  scien- 
tific treatment.  The  pleasanl  home  was  built  at  a 
cost  of  $1,500  and  is  a  cozy  and   attractive   place. 

It  is  a  two-story  frame  house  with  a  g I   outlook 

in  every  direction  and  surrounded  by  trees  and 
shrubs.  Mr.  stitt  devotes  himself  to  general  farm- 
ing. A  poor  man  at  the  outset  he  has  worked  his 
way  up  until  he  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  "I'  a  com- 
fortable competency.  Politically  our  subject  isa 
Democrat  and  has  held  various  offices  for  many 
years.  He  has  acted  as  School  Director  for  some 
time.  His  farm  has  outdone  itself  this  year  (  1891  ). 
He  drove  the  reaper  to  cut  sixty  acres  of  wheal 
which  is  of  the  hot  grade. 


11,'AM    WELCH.      The    line  farm  locale. I  on 
Y  section    11,   Bridgewater  Township,   is   the 
property  of  the  gentleman   whose   name  i- 
t(jg.i     above.     He     is    a     native    of    Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y..   having  been    horn  in    Skaneateles, 

March    26,    1804.      He   is  a  s f  Samuel    Welch. 

who  is  supposed  i<>  have  been  a  native  of  New  York 

and    reared  in  Onondaga  (' ty,  where   he   died 

at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years,  lie  wasin  the  War 
of  1812  and  drew  a  pension  as  one  of  the  country's 
faithful  servitors.  His  father  Josiah  Welch,  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  born  in  Xew  York,  and  died 
in  the  same  State.  I  le  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War. 
The  maiden    name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 


Mary  Washburn.  She  was  born  in  New  York  and 
reared  in  Onondaga  County,  surviving  until  an 
almost  patriarchal  age,  passing  away  in  her  ninety  - 
fourth  \ear.  She  and  her  husband  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  all 
but  one  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood and  reared  families  of  their  own.  and  three  of 
whom  arc  still  living.  Our  subject  is  the  fifth 
child  in  order  of  birth  and  the  fourth  son.  He  was 
feared  in  his  native  place  and  there  lived  until  he 
was  twenty-eighl  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Welch  was  first  married  when  twenty  years 
of  age,  in  his  native  State.  His  bride  was  Miss 
Amanda  Briggs.  Five  children  were  the  outcome  of 
this  union;  Clarissa,  William  II..  Edwin,  Darwin  and 
Lucy.  Clarissa  was  the  wife  of  James  Lowery;  she 
is  now  a  willow,  lives  in  California  and  is  the 
mother  of  five  children;  William  makes  his  home 
in  Blair  Station.  Wis.  I  lis  wife  was.  before  their 
marriage,  Miss  Eliza  Armstrong.  They  have  had 
twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom  are  now  living 
and  have  families  of  their  own;  Edwin  ami  Darwin 
have  both  married;  Lucy  i^  the  wife  of  Alex  Sey- 
mour, and  of  the  six  daughters  born  to  them  three 
are  now  living  and  married. 

Our  subject's  second  marriage  took  place  in  this 

State.  His  bride  was  Mi^s  Maria  Ishcll.  Two 
children  were  the  fruit  of  this  union — Mary  C, 
who  is  the  widow  of  James  Kress;  and  Amanda  A.. 
the  wife  of  Columbus  Aulls.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  arc  still  living.  By  the  third 
marriage  he  was  united  to  Louisa  Lathrop,  the 
widow  of  Orville  Lathrop.  His  fourth  marriage 
was  with  Miss  Mary  Hammond,who  is  still  living. 
lie  of  whom  we  write  made  his  advenl  into 
Michigan  in  1 832,  and  came  to  Pittsfield  Township 
Washtenaw  County,  where  he  bought  a  farm  four 
miles  south  of  Ann  Arbor.  lie  remained  there 
about  three  years,  cleared  up  the  place,  built  a 
house  and  then  removed  to  Scio  where  he  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,     lie  remained  there 

three  or    four    years    after    which    hesoldoul    and 

went  to  Howell.  Livingston  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased two  hundred  acres  of  wild  land,  built  a  log 
house  and  cleared  up  fortv  acres,  remaining  there 
for  two  years  and  thence  removing  to  Lodi  Town- 
ship, Washtenaw  County,  where  he  boughl  a  par- 
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tially  improved  farm  and  remained  about  eleven 
years,  after  which  he  sold  out  and  went,  to 
Grand  Rapids,  Kent  County.  He  there  purchased 
u  farm  ofonehundred  and  twenty  acres  which  was 
partially  improved.  Alter  clearing  twenty  acres 
he  remained  two  years,  then  sold  out  and  came  to 
the  place  where  lie  now  resides.  Here  he  boughl 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  giving  his  son-in-law 
sixty  aero,  and  now  having  remaining  one  hun- 
dred acres  which  is  well  improved  anil  which  he 
has  brought  up  to  its  present  state  of  agricultural 
perfection  chiefly  by   his  own  labor.     At  the  time 

he  Came    here  there    was  only    a  log  house    on    the 

place,  lie  has  since  built  a  comfortable  and  com- 
modious residence  and  enjoys  life.  Our  subject's 
first   vote    was  cast   for    President    Jackson.      He  is. 

however,  a  Republican  and  loyal  to  his  party. 


ON.  .1.  1).  COREY.  The  official  work  of 
f  ^  this  gentleman  has  extended  over  many 
years  and  has  brought  him  prominently  be- 
\G)  fore  the  gaze  of  the  public,  and  in  him  his 
constituents  have  found  a  man  of  ability  and  in- 
tegrity, and  oik'  whose  activities  have  ever  been 
employed  for  the  good  of  the  community.  He 
now  makes  his  home  in  Manchester,  but  had  his 
nativity  in  the  East,  being  horn  April  17.  1816, 
in  Otisco  Township,  Onondaga  County.  X.  Y. 
Peleg  Corey,  his  father,  was  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island,  but  grew  to  maturity  in  New  York  and 
died  in  Onondaga  County.  He  was  an  old-fash- 
ioned Democrat.  His  father,  who  also  bore  the 
name  of  Peleg,  was  likewise  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  having  passed  through  the  conflicts  of 
the  Revolutionary    War   lived  to  a  good  old  age. 

Sarah  Spalding,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
horn  in  Saratoga  County.  N.  V.,  as  was  also  her 
father,  J.  Spalding,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  lie  had  a  brother  who  fell  in  that 
conflict,  and  whom  he  buried  in  a  sack,  as  no  cof- 
fin could  he  obtained.  Both  the  father  and  the 
mother  of  our   subieel    were  twice    married,  and 


our  subject  is  the  oldest  of  the  four  children  of 
this  second  marriage  who  grew    to  maturity.     The 

children  of  the  father's  first  marriage  an-   Paris  and 

Amity,  and  the  children  of  the  ther's  first  mar- 
riage arc  .1.  (MinMead  and  Betsey,  .Mrs.  Rice.  The 
own  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were: 
Emily,  .Mrs.  Clark;  Catherine,  Mrs.  Corey;  and 
Silas,  deceased. 

After  taking  the  ordinary  district  school  educa- 
tion in  his  native  place,  young  Corej  completed  his 
studies  at  Onondaga  Academy  and  taught  his  first 
school  at  quite  an  early  age.  lie  devoted  himself 
to  teaching  from  the  time  he  was  seventeen  until 
he  was  thirty .  and  lectured  also  during  a  part  of 
that  lime.  His  first  visit  to  Michigan  was  m  lK.'t.'i. 
lint  he  afterward  returned  Past  and  taught  his 
first  school  in  Oswego  County.  N.  Y.,  and  after- 
ward in  (in laga  County.  N.  V..  and  again  came 

to  Washtenaw  County  in  1836,  where  he  also 
taught.  His  father  then  bought  for  him  the  farm 
of  !•'..  Fairman,  and  this  property  the  young  man 
purchased  of  his  father,  for  awhile  he  kept  "bach- 
elor's hall"  in  the  log  house  and  the  Town  Clerk's 
office  was  also  under  his  roof. 

Eleven  years  after  he  came  to  .Michigan  he  re- 
turned to  New  York  to  claim  his  bride  in  the  per- 
son of  Betsey  Cage,  a  native  of  Onondaga  County, 
who  was  horn  in  L818,  and  became  the  wife  of 
this  enterprising  young  man  in  1844.  He  had 
spent  four  years  in  New  York  previous  to  his 
marriage,  as  his  health  had  seemed  to  demand  a 
change,  and  while  there  he  taught  during  the  win- 
ter and  worked  upon  his  father's  farm  between 
terms.  I'pen  returning  to  Michigan,  the  young 
couple  took  up  their  residence  in  the  log  house 
for  ahoiit  six  months,  when  they  moved  into  a 
stone  house,  which  they  made  their  home  until 
1868,  when  the  property  was  boughl  by  their  -on- 
in-law.  A.  1..  Torrey. 

Mr.  Corey  now   makes  his   home  in    the   village 

of  .Manchester,  where  he  ha-  a   handsome  two-story 

brick  residence.  From  his  earliest  interests  in  po- 
litical affairs  he  ha.-  been  a  Democrat,  and  upon 
reaching  his  majority  he  was  eieeled  to  the  office 
of  School  Inspector  of  OtiscO  Township,  <  In  on  daga 
County.  N.  Y.  lie  was  elected  Town  Clerk  and 
School   Inspector  both  at    the    same   time  in  Sharon 
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Township,  and  in  1845  was  made  Supervisor  of 
Manchester  Township.  He  held  the  office  of  School 
Inspector  for  many  years. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Corey's  more  prominent  official 
life  began  with  his  election  .-is  a  Representative  of 
this  district  in  the  Michigan  State  Legislature,  in 
1866,  although  lie  ran  for  the  office  of  Mate  Sena- 
tor in  I860,  but  was  defeated  by  :i  small  majority, 
but  in  1^71  he  was  elected  State  Senator.  He  was 
appointed  United  States  Marshal  in  I860,  to  take 
the  census  in  six  townships  of  this  county,  lie 
lias  been  both  Notary  Public  ami  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  lie  is  prominent  as  a  financier  and  is  now 
Vice-President  of  the  People'-  Bank,  of  Manches- 
ter, and  was  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Detroil 
and  Hillsdale  Railroads,  into  which  he   pul  $4,100. 

for  many  years  Mr.  Corey  was  a  member  of  the 
Village  Board,  and  he  secured  the  passage  of  a 
charter  for  the  incorporation  of  Manchester  in 
1X<57.  He  is  a  Trustee  of  the  Baptisl  Church  and 
has  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  all  the  churches 
in  the  city.  He  was  the  Governmental  Crop  Cor- 
respondent, making  a    report    each    n ih   to  the 

Department  of  Agriculture,  lie  is  now  Crop  Cor- 
responded of  this  State.  The  harmonious  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corey  has  been  blesl  by  the  ad- 
vent of  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter — Alice 
and  Jay  I).,  both  of  whom  have  grown  to  matur- 
ity, and  both   have  families  of  their  own. 


•-. 


LAM   s.   WORDEN.     The  gentleman  whose 
portrait  appears  on   the  opposite   page  is  a 

retired  business  man  and  is  now  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  very  plea-ant  home  in  the"  Athens 
of  the  "West."  Mr.  Worden  is  a  native  of  Roch- 
ester, N.  V..  where  he  was  born  December  2.  I«27. 
His  father  was  Weed  Hicks  Worden.  a  manufact- 
urer of  clothing,  who  for  many  years  enjoyed  a 
lucrative  trade  in  the  city  of  Rochester.  He  after- 
ward transferred  his  business  location  to  Onon- 
daga County.  N.  Y ..  where  he  died  in  lK.'Sfi.  Our 
subject's  mother  was.  prior  to  her  marriage  Han- 
nah, a  daughter  of  Elam  Smith.  Esq.,  who   was  of 


English  descent,  as  are  also  the  Wordens.  The 
representative  from  which  our  subject  is  descended 

came    across    tli -can    in    the  "Mayflower,"   to 

escape  the  religious  persecutions  of  the  time,  mak- 
ing settlement  in  New  England  in  the  old  p,a\ 
(  o  1  o  ny . 

\llei     the     death     of    our    subject's     father,     his 

mother    contracted   a    second    marriage    and     wa 
united  to  Horace  Coy  iii    Washtenaw    County,  she 
having  removed    thither    in    1837.       Hither  ihe\ 
brought  their  thrifty  ideas  that    were  acquired   in 

the  State  of   New   York,  where  one  inu-t    indeed  be 

an  economist  of  the  purest  type  to  earn  a  living 
by  cultivating  the  soil.  Tln\  pursued  their  call- 
ing with  reasonable  success  and    here   the    mother 

resided  until  her  decease,  which  took  place  in  Oct- 
ober. 1889.  She  was  then  in  her  eighty-sixth 
year.     She  was  the  mother  of  four  children,  there 

being  three  boys  and  one  girl.      The    latter  died   in 

1861, having   married    and    leaving    two   children. 

Elam  S.  attended  school  for  a  time  in  Onondaga 

County,   N.    V.     In    1k:)7    he   came   to    Michigan, 

being  Still  a    lad.  and    a    portion    of    the    following 

ten   years  of  hi-  life  was  spent   ill    the    township    of 

Ann  Arbor,  making  him  eighteen  years  of  age 
when  he  began  the  active  business  of  bread-winner 
for  himself,     lie  firsl  became  employed  in  a  lumber 

mill  and  ran   a   -aw-mill   ill    Wa-hl  ena  w  (  ountv.and 

was  al-o  interested  in  a  saw-mill  in  Shiawassee 
Count}  for  four  years.  He  continued  to  enlarge 
his  business  in  this  line  as  his   means  accumulated, 

until  1881,  when  he  retired  from  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, having  been  connected  in  thai  way  for  thirty- 
two  \  ears. 

While  faithfully  devoted  to  his  primary   interest, 
which   was  thai  of  the  lumber  business,  our   subject 

at  the  same  lime  was  proprietor  and  manager  of 
a  line  farm  in  Washtenaw  County.  It  comprises 
one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres  which  is  in  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation  and  bearing  the  best  of 
buildings.  Although  he  has  a  tenanl  upon  the 
place,  it  receives  hi-  special   care    and    oversight. 

and  ha-  been  no  -mall  mean-  of  revenue  to  him. 
as  it  is  conducted  on  advanced  and  scientific  prin- 
ciple-. 

Mr.  Worden  was  married  i"  Miss  Lucj    I..  Doty, 
January  28,  1857,     Mrs,  Worden  is  a  daught* 
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Alanson  Doty,  formerly  of  New  l'ork,  of  which 
State  she  was  a  native.  Two  years  later  death  put 
a  bar  to  their  domestic  happiness.  Mrs.  Worden's 
decease  occurring  September  8,  1859.  The  presenl 
Mrs.  Worden  was  formerly  Mis-  Anna  Vaflatta. 
she  was  ,-i  resident  of  Northfield  Township,  this 
county,  :it  the  time  of  her  marriage  :mcl  is  ;i 
daughter  of  A.  B.  Vanatta.  Our  subject  is  a  Lie- 
publican   ill  his  political   ii lc:i>    and    a    Stand)     teni- 

perance  man.  In  1885  lie  buill  his  present  fine 
residence  in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor.  It  is  a  large 
and  handsome  frame  dwelling  of  modern  style  of 
arch  it  eel  ure  with  exquisite  furnishings  and  fittings. 
Since  locating  in  the  city,  although  not  confined 
to  any  particular  business,  Mr.  Worden  has  been 
fully  engaged  in  looking  after  his  various  interests. 
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"NOAM  G.   BUTTS.     The  petty   difficulties  of 

/  the  district  to  which  Our  subject  belongs 
find  their  way  to  ids  office  and  also  find  in 
him  an  arbiter  that  as  a  rule  sends  the  respective 
parties  away  in  better  humor  with  themselves  and 
with  the  world  in  general  than  on  coming  to  him, 
for  he  is  a  gentleman  who,  although  having  an 
extended  knowledge  of  the  prosaic  aspects  of  life, 
is  prone  to  see  the  humorous  side,  and  guild  the 
baser   metal  with  the  brightness  of  wit. 

Mr.  liutt-  was  horn  in  New    York    in  the  c< l\ 

of  Chautauqua  June  2.  1829;he  is  a  son  of  William 
and  t,ucy  (Spaulding)  Butts.  The  former  was  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island,  where  he  was  bora  in  I  soil. 
Early  in  life  he  devoted  himself  to  the  ministerial 
(•ailing,  being  a  preacher  in  the  Baptist  (  hurch. 
His  decease  occurred  when  about  forty  years  of 
awe.  Our  subject's  mother  still  survives  and  is  in 
her  eighty-seventh  year,  she  is  the  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Spaulding  of  English  descent.  Our  sub- 
ject 's  lather  was  a  No  of  English  anccstt  \ . 

Noah    Butts   was  the  youngest   of  two  children, 
his  brother  Merrill  now  being  a  resident  of  James- 
town, X.  Y.      lie  of  whom  we  write  passed  hisDOJ 
Ii I  days  in  which  he  was  a  student   in  his  native 

county,  and  in  the  intervals  of  -ei i   ni'c  helped 


his  father  on  the  farm  and  indeed  at  that  time  the 
intervals  were  longer  than  the  time  occupied  by 
school  duties,  the  increasing  strength  of  the  young 
man  being  needed  in  the  pioneer  days  in  the  dev- 
elopment of  the  farm,  lie  remained  there  until  1876, 
"hen  the  famil\  made  a  radical  change,  coming  to 
Michigan  and  settling  in  Ann  Arbor.  After  com- 
ing here  our  subjeel  was  variously  engaged  for 
several  years.  During  the  time  he  was  elected 
Supervisor  of  the  first  and  sixth  Wards  of  the 
city.     In  the  spring  of  1889  he  was  elected  Justice 

of  the  Peace  and  since  that  time  has  held  the  por- 
tion   continuously.     Hi-   service    in    this  capacity 

extend-  over  a  period  of  four  terms. 

Mr.  ButtS  was  married  when  having  attained 
twenty-five  year.-  of  age,  to  Mis-  Amanda  Thomp- 
son of  Cazenovia,  X.  Y.  she  was  a  daughter  of 
Henry  Thompson,  Esq.     Our  subject  and   his   wife 

are    the    parents    of    one    son,    William    II..    who    is 

Principal  of  the  Michigan  Military  Academy,  loc- 
ated at  Orchard  Lake.  Oakland  County.  Aside 
from  the  official  position  which  the  original  of  our 
sketch  occupies,  he  acts  as  agent  for  the  National 
Loan  a-  [nvestmenl  Company  of  Detroit,  and  also 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany. He  owns  a  pleasant  residence  at  Xo.  I 
Volland  Street.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politic- and 
gives  much  of  his  lime  in  working  for  his  parl\  in 
this  city. 


*=*=* 


SAHEL    CAREY.     Although    not    ■  ol 

the  old  settlers    of    the    county     Mr.  Carc\ 

has  been  here  since  March,  1869,  at  which 

time  he  purchased  a  farm  whereon  he  now 
resides.  Il-  previous  owner  was  Solomon  Yanson. 
It  comprises  one  hundred  and  thirt\ -four  acre-  ol 
fertile  and  productive  land.  In  the  summer  of 
1880  Mr.  Carey  built  a  residence  which  is  second 
to  none  in  I  he  county,  both  in  comfort  and  attract- 
iveness. Mr.  (  arc\  was  horn  in  Seneca  County. 
V  V..  Max  I.  is:;  I.  He  i-  a  -on  of  Malhew  T. 
(  arey,  who  Was  born  in  Tompkins  County.  N.  Y.. 
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in  1807,  his  wife  being  Amanda  Dean,  who  was 
born  in  Chemung  County,  N.  Y..  at  about  the  same 
time  as  was  her  husband. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  and  was  a  Quaker,  although  proba- 
bly of  Irish  extraction  as  was  also  his  wife.  Our 
subject  grew  to  maturity  in  Seneca  County.  N.  V.. 
and  early  learned  the  trade  of  a  boat-builder  which 
he  followed  for  twelve  years.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Jane  E.  Crager  in  1859.  She  also  was  a  nat- 
ive of  New  York,  although  her  father,  Adam  Cra- 
ger, came  from  New  Jersey. 

This  amiable  couple,  whose  views  of  lifeare  those 
of  people  who  are  well  qualified  to  have  the  care 
of  children,  have  been  blest-  with  but  one  child,  a 
daughter.  Maltie.  who  i>  the  wile  of  Henry  Yan- 
Aiken,  a  resident  of  Salem.  She  is  an  amiable  anil 
charming  woman  who  has  a  refining  and  elevating 
influence  in  the  community  in  which  she  makes 
her  li 

That  party  which  advocates  the  protection  of 
the  products  and  manufactures  of  our  country .  and 
that  encourages  increased  facilities  for  trade  and 
perfection  in  the  various  lines  by  so  protecting 
them,  is  the  one  which  our  subject  favors.  Since 
reaching  a  voting  age  he  has  cast  the  weight  of  his 
influence  with  the  Republican  party,  believing  that 
in  it  are  fostered  the  principles  upon  which  the 
future  good  anfl  prosperity  of  the  country  depend. 
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"jfjOHN  KAl'I'.  M.  1).  This  well  known  and 
highly  esteemed  physician  and  surgeon  of 
Ann  Arbor  is  a  native  of  this  county,  as  lie 
was  born  in  Northfield  Township,  July  31, 
1841.  lie  is  a  son  of  Christian  F.  and  Regina 
(Schlichter)  Kapp,  both  natives  of  Germany,  who 
were  born  in  the  kingdom  of  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many. Each  of  them  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  when  young,  tin'  father  in  1836  and  the 
mother  in  1835,  and  here  liny  me1  and  were  mar- 
ried in  Pennsylvania,  and  soon  after  removed  to 
Washtenaw  County,  where  they  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Norihiield  Township.     The  father  carried 


on  general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  was  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  German  fanners  in  his 
neighborhood,  making  a  specialty  of  high  grade 
stock. 

Christian  F.  Kapp  served  his  township  for  a 
number  of  years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  a 
stanch  Democrat,  taking  an  active  part  in  local 
politics.  He  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church,  and  his  loss  was  deeply  felt  when  he 
died  in  1881.     His  good  wife  survived  him  for  six 

years  and  then  passed  away,  having  completed 
three-score  and  fifteen  years.  The  family  consisted 
of  eight  children  and  the  Doctor  is  the  eldest  son 

and  second  child.  He  passed  his  boyhood  on  the 
farm,  attending  flrst  the  district  school  and  after- 
ward the  Union  School  of  Ann  Arbor,  after  which 
he  taught  for  some  years  during  the  winter,  work- 
ing upon  the  farm  during  summers. 

The  young  man  had  set  his  heart  upon  pursuing 
a  medical  career  and  during  his  teaching  days  took 
up  a  course  of  study,  after  which  he  entered  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan and  there  took  liis  diploma  in  1868.  After 
graduation  he  went  to  Benton  Harbor,  where  he 
practiced  for  six  months  and  then  located  in  Ann 
Arbor  a  few  months  thereafter,  where  lie  has  ever 
since  carried  on  his  practice. 

The  marriage  of  the  young  Doctor,  in  July, 
1869,  gave  him  a  helpmate  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Anna  A.,  daughter  of  George  Pitt.  Esq.,  of  St. 
Louis,  Gratiot  County,  .Mich.  Mr.  Pitt  is  a  native 
of  England,  but  his  wife  is  an  American  by  birth, 
and  the  wife  of  the  Doctor  was  born  in  South 
Lyons,  Oakland  County,  Mich.  Two  children 
have  brightened  this  home,  Leander  1".  and  Ruth 
A.,  both  of  whom  are  students,  Leander  being  in 
his  medical  course. 

A  number  of  official  positions  have  been  filled 
by  Dr.  Kapp.  as  lie  was  Town  Clerk  while  living  in 
Northfield  Township  and  was  the  Mayor  of  Ann 
Arbor  for  four  terms.  I  le  is  now  examining  surgeon 

for  the  pension  office,  to    which    he    was    appointed 

under  Cleveland's  administration,  his  political 
views  being  in  sympathy  with  the  Democratic 
party.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  State  and 
American  Medical  Associations, and  belongs  to  the 
Golden    Rule   Lodge,   No.   159,  F.  &   \.  M..  of  the 
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Washtenav  (  bapter,  No.  6,  R.  A.  M.,  and  of  the 
Aim  Arbor  Commandery.  No.  13,  K.T.  Thehand- 
somi  brick  bouse  which  forms  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject is  situated  in  the  midst  of  extensive  and  highh 
adorned  grounds,  and  is  located  .'it  No.  74. South 
Main  Street. 


i — 7,  RANK  VANDAWARKER.  Anion-  the 
|— (g\  native  sons  of  Ann  Arbor  who  have  in  this 
1  <  •  i  1  \     devoted     themselves     untiringly    to 

the  development  of  the  business  resources  of  their 
native  home  we  Mini  the  name  of  Mr.  Vandawar- 
ker, who  was  born  March  :•.  1856,  and  1-  the 
youngest  Hi'  six  children  in  the  family  of  Jacob 
and  Sarah  A.  (Branch)  Vandawarker.  Both  of 
these  parents  were  natives  of  the  Empire  State  and 
there  grew  to  maturity  before  coming  to  Washte- 
naw County.  The  father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade 
and  followed  thi>  line  of  work  until  he  took  up  the 
mercantile  branch  of  this  business  and  opened  a 
boot  and  shut'  store  in  Ann  Arbor. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Mi->  Branch,  was  a 
rtsidenl  of  Washtenaw  County,  her  parents  being 
among  the  very  first  settlers  here.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  one  of  the  successful  merchants  ot 
his  day  and  accumulated  a  large  property,  and 
made  his  maik  as  an  enterprising  and  public-spir- 
ited citizen,  as  he  took  hold  of  even'  movement 
which  was  calculated  to  enhance  the  prosperity  of 
the  city.     lie  continued  in  active  life  up  to  a  short 

1 ■    previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred  March 

:!.  1881,  in  his  sixty-third  year,  and  hi>  wife  sur- 
vived until  Mm  6,  1888,  when  she  passed  away,  in 
her  sixty-eighth  year.  Of  their  six  children  only 
1  lure  air  now  living,  namely:  Julia  E.,  the  wife  of 
Herman  Krapp,  a  substantial  business  man  of  Ann 
Arbor,  engaged  in  manufacturing  sash,  doors  and 
blinds;  Sarah,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  1).  Warren,  of 
Milford,  Mich.;  and  our  subject. 

Frank  Vandawarker  attended  first  the  waul 
schools  and  later  the  High  School  of  Ann  Arbor, 
where    he    prepared    himself    for   college,  and   lie 


afterward  entered   the   Medical  Department  of  the 

I  ni\riMi\  of  Michigan,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1880.  He  then  entered  the  pharmacy,  where  he 
pursued  his  studies  for  about  a  year,  until  the  deatli 
of  his  father  recalled  him  from  school, and  he  then 
took  charge  of  his  father's  estate,  and  after  settling 
it  ii|i  he  was  engaged  in  looking  after  his  own 
individual  interests. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1888,  Mr.  Vandawarker 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Scan  Ian,  of 
Ypsilanti.  at  which  place  sin-  was  born  and  reared 
to  womanhood.  Her  parents,  Hugh  and  Mary 
Scanlan,  were  among  the  very  early  settlers  of 
Ypsilanti.  One  son.  Edward  J.,  has  blessed  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vandawarker. 

Mr.  Vandawarker  is  a  stockholder  in  the  First 
National  Bank  al  Ann  Arbor,  and  in  his  political 
connection  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Ann  Arbor  Shooting  Club,  in  which  he  enjoj's 
a  good  hunt  with  dog  and  gun.  He  occupies  the 
old  homestead  which  was  his  father's,  a  large  brick 
house  at  No.  16  North  Fifth  Street  and  herein  i> 
found   a    true  home  and  a  center  of  hospitable  life. 


:•-;. 


RTI1UR  JOSEPH   MUMMERY.    This  gen- 
tleman   who    is    a     resident    at     No.    3    S. 
Thayer  Street,  and  who  is  Superintendent 
*J  of  the  High   School  building  was  born  in 

County  Kent,  at  Great  (  hart.  England,  March  i'n. 
1843.  He  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Margaret 
(Kingsnorth)  Mummery,  natives  of  Count j  Kent 
and  descendants  of  an  old  English  family — one 
that  formerly  enjoyed  a  high  financial  position. 
Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  until  eighteen 
years  of  age  and 'then  learned  the  boilennaker's 
trade  al  the  Southeastern  Railroad  works  al  Ash- 
ford,  Kent,  and  when  twenty-three  years  of  age 
went  to  London,  having  spent  live  years  at  his 
trade. 

For  four  years  our  subject  was  engaged  as  a 
skilled  laborer  in  London  in  the  ship  yards  and  in 
L869  in  company  with  two  brothers — David  and 
Charle: — came    to    America,    landing   at    Quebec, 
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June  13,  1869.  He  first  worked  at  Niagara  Falls 
and  for  three  years  had  charge  of  the  water  works 
for  1 1 h-  city  of  Clifton,  then  began  work  at  his 
trade  in  the  city  of  Detroit  in  the  shops  of  Mc- 
Gregor, anil  at  Wyandotte  assisted  in  the  ship 
yards  and  helped  to  build  the  "E.  B.  Ward"  the 
first  boat  built  at  that  place,  lie  worked  there  for 
nea   ly  a  year. 

Mr.  Mummery  then  had  charge  of  the  engine  in 
the  silver  smelting  works  at  Wyandotte  tor  two 
years  and  then  entered  the  locomotive  works  at 
Detroit  and  then  engaged  to  run  the  engine  of 
John  Keck  in  the  furniture  works  at  Ann  Arbor, 
remaining  in  this  position  for  two  years.  In  IK77 
he  received  the  appointment  of  Janitor  and  Super 
intendent  of  the  High  School  building  and  has 
continued  in  that  position  up  to  the  present 
I  line. 

Outside  of  his  mechanical   work    our  sub j eel  has 

acquired     a     small     farm    of    thirty     acres    devoted 

to  fruit-raising,  here  raising  the  finest  peaches. 
quinces  and  nearly  all  the  small  fruits,  taking  en- 
tire charge  of  the  orchard  himself,  lie  has  here 
planted  three  or  four  acres  of  raspberry  bushes, 
twelve  hundred  peach  trees  and  nearly  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  quince  trees.  Of  the  two  brothers 
who  came  to  this  country  with  him.  David  lives  ;it 
Staunton,  Mich.,  and  is  there  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  boilers,  and  Charles  works  in  the 
boiler  shops  in  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  shops  at 
Stratford.  Ontario.  Canada. 

Our  subject  was  married  March  25,  1864,  at 
Asbford.  County  Kent,  England,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Bockman,  a  native  of  the  same  place.  The\  bad 
grown  uj)  togethel'  and  knew  each  others  pecul- 
iarities perfectly.  The  marriage  proved  a  most 
happy  one  and  as  t he  years  have  passed  children 
have  been  given  to  their  care  and  guidance.  Their 
names  are  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  Arthur,  James 
Samuel.  Benjamin,  Alfred  and  Mary.  They  lost 
two  children — Joseph,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven  year.-,  and  David  who  died  when  four 
years  old.  Elizabeth  is  now  Airs.  Arthur  Kitson ; 
Arthur  is  at  Detroit,  a  graduate  of  the  pharmaceu- 
tical department  of  tin-  state  University  belonging 

to  the  clas-  of  '85;  James  is  m  student  in  the  den- 
tal depart  incut  and  will  graduate  with    the  class  of 


'92;  Samuel  will  graduate  in  the  High  School 
scientific  course,  with  the  class  of  ':t2.  Our  sub- 
ject is  independent  in  politics,  voting  rather  for 
the  man  and  measures  than  for  parlies.  He  is  a 
strong  advocate  of  temperance  and  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Mummery  is 
one  of  eight  children,  there  having  been  six  sons 
and  two  daughters.  One  of  the  latter  died  in 
New  Zealand:  all  the  others  are  still  living.  Our 
subject's  father  died  December  8.  1890,  at  the  age 
of  eighty  t  wo  years. 


IBI 


'H 


IM5^- 


OTTLEIB  SCHNEIDER,  of  the  linn  of  All- 
_^  mendinger  A1  Schneider,  proprietors  of  the 
Central  Klouring  Mills  of  Ann  Arbor,  was 
born  in  Wittenberg,  Germany,  May  26,  1x1(1.  and 
is  the  son  of  John  G.  and  Mary  (Lin  tz)  Schneider, 
the  father  being' a  farmer  in  the  old  country  and 
also  from  the  time  he  removed  with  his  wife  lo 
this  country   until  the  day  of  his  death. 

There  were  six  sons  and  three  daughters  in 
the  family  in  which  Gottleil)  Schneider  belongs 
and  he  is  the  second  youilgesl  of  the  hoys.  His 
education  was  reeeived  in  hi-  native  country  and 
there  be  received  training  in  practical  farm  work 
and  entered  upon  the  life  of  an  agriculturist.  Ill 
1866  he  emigrated  to  the  United  Mate-  landing  in 

New  York  City  whence  he  came  directly  to  Ann 
Arbor  when  for  two  years  he  worked  upon  a  farm, 
lie  then  look  up  employment  in  a  flouring  mill  as 
assistant  miller  under  Goodell  A-  Henley  ami  re- 
mained with  them  for  eighteen  years,  being  ex- 
tremely useful  in     what    was    then    known    a-    Ihe 

Delhi    Mills. 

All.  Schneider  then    formed    a     partnership    with 

Mr.  G.  V.  Allmendingerand  Albert  Ales,  under  the 
linn  name  of  Ales.  Allmendinger  A'   (  o.,   but    two 

year-  later  Air.  Ale-  -old  his  interest  to  liis  two  puri- 
ne!-, lea  villi;  the  firm  Allmendinger  a  Schneider. 
This  company  doesa  large  business, manufacturing 
:i  superior  article  of  Hour  a-  I  he  mill  has  a  complete 
roller  system.  Air.  Schneider  married  Miss  Yer- 
nonaka    Maulbasch.    of    Ann    Arbor,   who    i-.   like 
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himself  a  native  of  Germany.  To  them  have  been 
granted  three  children,  Rosina,  Sopina  and  Birdie. 
The  Golden  Rule  Lodge  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  counts 
Mr.  Schneider  as  one  of  its  valuable  members,  as 
also  does  the  Ann  Arbor  (  hapter  U.  A.  M.  In 
politics  he  i-  a  devoted  Republican  and  he  and  his 

g I   wife  arc  earnest   members  of  the    Lutheran 

Church  and  have  their  attractive  home   at    No.  •!'-' 
South  First  Street. 


*€h 


1;aXKI.1.N  L.  PARKER  is  an  attomey-at- 
r— (g\  law  nl  wide  reputation  and  located  in  the 
ity  lit'  Ann  Arbor.  He  was  born  at  Perry, 
Genesee  (  ounty,  N.  V..  Match  19,  1820,  and  is  a 
sun  of  Klisha  II.  and  Delia  (Davis)  Parker.  The 
former  was  born  in  Vermont  and  was  the  son  of 
Josepb  Parker,  who  in  turn  was  also  a  sun  of  Joseph 
Parker,  St..  who  fought  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  being  in  the  renowned  engage nt  at 

Bunker  Hill.  His  son  Joseph  was  in  the  battle  of  Sar- 
atoga. The  family  were  earlj  settlers  near  Charles- 
ton, Mass..  and  vicinity.  After  the  Revolutionary 
War  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  moved  to  Ver 
mont,  subsequently  to  Genesee  County,  X.  V.  The 
family  of  our  subject's  mother  came  originally 
from  Connecticut.  In  l*2l»  Klisha  15.  Parker  and 
hi>  father-in-law.  Reuben  Davis,  came  to  Washte- 
naw County  and  located  on  the  borderland  between 
this  an<l  Wayne  County,  in  what  is  now  Salem,  se- 
curing a  tract  of  Government  land  in  the  fall  of 
thai  year  that  comprised  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  one  hundred  and  -i\t\  acres  of  which  was  in 
Washtenaw  (ounty.  Flisha  B.  continued  to  live 
here  during  his  life,  his  decease  taking  place  on 
the  farm  in  L849,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years;  his 
wife  survived  him  until  AugUSl  16,  1863,  her  dc- 
cease  occurring  at  Niles,  whither  she  had  moved 
about  1854,  thereafter  making  a  home  with  a 
daughter,  Silesia  .lane.  Mrs.  11.  F.  Fish,  of  thai 
town. 

The  issue  of  the  marriage  of  the  parents  of  our 
subject  was  as  follows:  Franklin  I...  Reuben  D.. 
who  i>  now  a  physician  located  al  St.  Joseph,  Mich., 
Corydon  B.,  who  was  also  a  physician  at  St.  Joseph, 


where  he  died,  October  2*.  1885,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years;  Silesia,  who  became  Mr-.  Fish; 
and  Marcella  A.  Our  subject  was  reared  upon  the 
farm  until  1840.  He  received  hi- education  at  a  se- 
lect School  at  Plymouth  and  began  to  teach  at  the 
age  of  eighteen.  For  a  year  and  a  half  he  was  thus 
engaged    at    Columbus,   Ohio,    in    the    city  High 

Scl 1-.  being    then    about     twent}    year-    old.       lie 

then  entered  Granville  College,  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  a  Baptisl  institution.  Here  he  prepared 
himself  for  ami    entered   the   Michigan  I  niversity 

in       1843.         lie      had      made      hi-      home      with      his 

grandparents  during  the  greater  pari  of  his  youth 
and  derived  some  small  assistance  from  the  estate 
that  they  left. imt  his  main  dependence  for  support 
was  upon  hi-  own  efforts  and  the  money  that  he 
saved  from  teaching.  He  graduated  in  the  Class  of 
'47 — one  notable  for  the  number  of  men  that  after- 
ward became  distinguished.  It  comprised  twelve 
members.  John  S.  Newbury,  of  Detroit,  was  one 
of  the  members  of  the  class  and  a  room-mate  of 
our  subject.  Edmund  (  hristian,  an  eminent  phy- 
sician   of  Wyandotte,   wa-   also    numbered   among 

I  he  ■■lio\  -." 

* —  <  ►»  > r i  after  graduating  the  original  of  our  sketch 
entered  the  law  office  Ol  Wilson  A-  Hubbard,  of 
Ann  Arbor,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  March  19, 
L850,  the  day  he  was  thirty  years  old  and  after  a 
rigid  examination.  He  did  not.  however,  long 
continue  the  practice  of  his  profession,  turning  his 
attention  to  real  estate  in  "Inch  he  has  been 
verj  successful  and  he  ha.-  accumulated  a  hand- 
some property.  He  own- a  large  farm  near  Lan- 
sing a-  well  a-  property  in  other  counties.  He  ha- 
alsi i  lauded  interests  in  the  city. 

Our  subjeel  was  married  May  25,  1865,  at  Ann 
Arbor,  to  Miss  l.uc\   I  >.  Stow,  w  h<>  was  a  nath  e  of 

Connecticut  and  who  made  her  home  with  her  aunt. 

Mrs.  [■'..  W.  Morgan,  from  the  age  of  -ixieen.  Mr. 
and  Mr-.  Morgan  never  had  children  of  their  own. 
Mrs.  Parker  while  an  inmate  of  her  uncle'-  family 
wa-  surrounded  by  the  happiesl  influences,  Mr. 
Morgan  being  an  eminent  attorney  and  counselor 
at    law   al    Ann    Arbor    and  a  man   who    wa-    one    of 

the  most  enterprising  and  progressive  early  resi- 
dents in  the  city.  He  was  one  of  the  oldesl  prac- 
ticing attorneys  in  Washtenaw  County. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


139 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  are  the  parents  of  several 
children,  some  of  whom  have  reached  years  of 
manhood  and  womanhood  and  have  become  useful 
mid  efficient  members  of  society.  The  eldest,  Lucy 
Anna,  graduated  at  the  High  School;  she  still 
brightens  the  homo  with  her  presence  and  is  a  mu- 
sician of  no  small  talent;  William  .\l.  died  June 
30,  1888,  in  California  when  in  his  twenty-first 
year;  he  had  engaged  in  fruit  growing  in  San  Ja- 
cinto. Cal.,  and  fell  a  victim  to  typhoid  fever. 
Franklin  C.  is  now  in  his  twenty-first  year;  he  is  a 
graduate  from  the  High  School  and  is  now  his 
father's  assistant  in  the  office.  Edwin R.  and  John 
M.  are  still  .students  in  the  High  School. 

Politically  our  subject  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  is  not,  however,  in  any  sense  a 
politician  nor  lias  he  an  ambition  for  local  office. 
In  their  church  relations  the  family  as  a  whole 
belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  body.  Mr.  Parker  is 
not  a  member  although  he  is  a  constant  attendant. 
Our  subject  and  his  family  occupy  a  line  home  at 
No.  21  Ann  St  reel,  corner  of  fifth  Avenue. 

17  A—l--'.—'.-  «JTJ"?r>v  .;..;..;..;. 
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I/OHN  ARMBRUSTER.  One  who  has  retired 
from  the  active  duties  of  farm  life,  having 
accumulated  a  comfortable  property  by 
which  he  can  spend  the  later  years  of  his 
life  in  ease  ami  freedom  from  the  petty  ann<>\ 
ances  of  restricted  financial  standing,  our  subject 
now  lives  in  Ann  Arbor,  his  residence  being  loca- 
ted at  No.  mi  East  Washington  street.  II.'  was 
born  November  30,  1K17.  in  Hohenzollern-Sigma- 
ringen,  in  the  village  of  Dettl ingen,  Germany,  lie 
is  a  son  of  George  and  Barbara  (Kern)  Armbru 
ster. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  landed  in  America  in 
1838,  the  port  which  he  lirst  touched  being  New 
York.  His  advent  into  the  country  was  greeted  by 
the  noise  of  guns,  the  popping  of  firecrackers  and 
the  Haunting  of  Hags  that  proclaimed  the  memorial 
day  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  lie  had 
made  the  journey  hither  on  a  three-mast  sailing 
vessel,  the  journey  taking  him  forty-four  days   on 


the  ocean.  The  name  of  the  vessel  was  the  '"John 
George."  After  a  short  time  he  proceeded  by  rail 
to  Ypsilanti.  The  family  at  that  time  comprised 
father,  mother,  a  brother  Joseph.  Barbara.  Antoine 
and  .Magdalene.  Joseph  settled  in  Seio  Township 
and  dieil  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years;  Barbara 
married  George  Needheimer  and  lived  in  Ann 
Arbor,  both  are  now  deceased;  Antoine  lives 
about  three  miles  west  of  Ann  Arbor;  Magdalene 
married  Adam  Stollsteinior  of  Scio  Township  anil 
dieil  in   1886. 

The  father  of  our  subject  settled  in  Scio  Town- 
ship near  his  brother  Antoine  and  died  April  1  I. 
1843,  at   the  age  of    fifty-nine    years;  his  wife  died 

November  30,  184  I.  at  the  age  of  sixty  -two  years. 
After  working  for  two  years  for  his  father  our 
subject  engaged  with  Jet  Ingallsin  the  city  at  $1  11 
per  year.  After  some  time  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  new  land,  the  price  of  which  was  $500, 
but  he  was  enabled  to  pay  only  -^25(»  down.  In 
I  s  | -j  he  began  the  improvement  of   the  place   and 

September  5  Of  that  year  located  upon  it  as  his 
home.      lie  added  another  eighty  acres  and    placed 

many  improvements  upon  it,  residing  there  until 
1866,  when  he  bought,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  the  old  I  lolmes  farm  in  l'lttslield  Township, 
three  miles  south  of   Ann  Arbor. 

In  1*7*  Mr.  Armbruster  came  to  Ann  Arbor  and 
bought  a  fine  property,  in  the  meantime  looking 
after  his  other  landed  interests.  Our  subject  was 
married  August.  27.  1 842, to  Elizabeth  Niethammer 
of  Scio  Township.  They  had  a  family  of  seven 
children     whose     names    are    as    follows;      Oeorgc. 

John,  Herman.  Reuben,  Aaron,  Oscar  and  Regina. 

Our  subject  was  again  married  August  18,  1*77. 
his  bride  being  Louisa  Walz,  widow  of  Charles 
Walz.  The  lady  was  in  her  maiden  days  a  Miss 
Armbruster,  an  adopted  daughter  of   Joseph   Ai'in- 

bruster  of  Scio.  This  marriage  has  been  graced  by 
the  advent  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  whose    name 

is  Laura;  she  is  now  in  her  fourteen  th  year.  Mrs. 
Armbruster  is  the  mother  of  three  children  by  her 
lirst  marriage.  They  arc  Sophia,  who  is  Mis. 
Charles  Eeldkamp,  of  Saline  Township;  .Martha, 
who  is  Mrs.  W.  V.  Rinehart,  whose  husband    is  an 

attorney  of  Seattle.  Wash.,  and  a  graduate  of  the 
Class    of      '89     of     the     Michigan     [Tniversit\     and 
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Joseph,  deceased.  Our  subjecl  is  a  Republican  in 
polities.  In  liis  church  relations  he  has  been  associ- 
ated with  the  Methodisl  Episcopal  body. 

(in  first  beginning  life  for  himself  he  was  much 
hampered  formeans.  His  first  team  was  a  yoke  of 
steers  for  which  lie  paid  *lfi.  lie  also  boughl  a 
com  for  $7  and  Cor  these  he  paid  in  woodwhichhe 
sold  at  seventy-five  cents  per  cord.  He  worked. 
however,  to  such  purpose  that  his  farm  was  en- 
tirely paid  lor  at  the  second  year.  He  was  a  re- 
doubtable woodsman  and  could  pile  a  cord  of  wood 
in  one  and  a  half  hours  and  on  a  wager  for  a  pound 
of  plug  tobacco,  cut  and  piled  two  cords  of  wood 
ill  two  hours  and  forty-live  minutes.  Our  subject's 
present  wife  is  a  lady  of  striking  culture  and  tad. 
One  is  involuntarily  impressed  with  her  being  a 
woman  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  refine- 
ment . 


ffiACOB   LAUBENGAYER.     As  Ann  Arbor  is 

the  center  of  so  rich  and  wide  an  agricul- 
tural region  and  is  so  accessible  by  rail  to 
the  great  distributing  points  and  ports  of 
tin-  country,  the  enterprises  arc  numerous  for  deal- 
ing in  the  staples  of  the  region.  While  manufac- 
tures are  still  in  their  infancy,  the  middlemen  that 
are  the  medium  between  producer  and  the  manu- 
facturer are  numerous.  Oneof  the  most  successful 
of  these  firms  is  that  of  which  our  subject  is  junior 
partner  and  which  does  business  under  the  firm 
title  of  Heinzmann  &  Laubengayer,  dealers  in  wool, 
"rain,  flour,  feed  and  hides,  our  subject  is  a  pro- 
duct of  this  county,  although,  as  his  name  would 
indicate,  he  is  of  German  descent.  He  was  born 
in  the  township  of  Scio,  September  1 1.  is  I.'!,  and  is 
a  son  of  .1.  Fred  and  Christina  (Schmidt)  Lauben- 

gayer, both  of   wh were  natives  of  Wittenberg, 

Germany.      Tiny    were  married  in  Scio  Township, 
this  county. 

The    parents  of    our   subject   emigrated  to  the 
I  aited  States  in   1830,  landing  at   New  York  City, 

thence    coming  direct     to     Washtenaw    (oiintx    and 
located    in    Scio   Township    upon      a      farm      where 


the  father  carried  on  a  general  agricultural  bus- 
ss,  devoting  himself  principally  to  stock-rais- 
ing Mild  the  growing  Of  wheat.  lie  was  one  of 
the  prosperous  tillers  of  the  -oil  of  hi-  neigh- 
borhood, employing  the  advanced  German  scien- 
tific methods  in  making  his  tract  productive. 
His  decease  occurred  April  22.  1891.  lie  wasborn 
in  [805.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is  still  living 
on  the  old  homestead,  being  in  her  seventy-second 
year.  She  i-  the  mother  of  four  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living — Frederick,  Jacob  and  Tobias. 
Jacob   Laubengayer  passed   his  boyhood  in  his 

native  county  and  -pent  his  early  days  in  attend- 
ance at  the  district  school  of  bis  neighborhood,  lie 
remained  under  the  home  roof  of  his  parents  until 
twenty-one  yearsold.  After  reaching  his  majority  In- 
stalled out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  still  making 
his  home,  however,  with  his  parents  until  reaching 
the    age  of    twenty-four    years    when    he    bought    a 

small  farm  which  he  began  to  develop  and  to  en- 
gage in  stock-raising,  though   his  dealing  in  stock 

Was  in  a  small  way.  However,  he  kepi  adding  to 
his  farm  until  he  was  the  possessor  Of  two  hundred 
and  forty-seven  acres,  taking  great  pride  in  keep- 
ing a  line  breed  of  cattle  and  good  sheep.  He 
continued  to  be  actively  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  December,  1889,  when  he  removed 
to  Ann  Arbor  and  embarked  in  the  wool  business 
in  connection  with  various  parties.  In  the  lasl 
named  year  he  formed  a  partnership  with  John 
Heinzmann  and  has  dealt  largely  in  the  products 
above  mentioned  ever  since.  In  connection  with 
this    business    they    also    handle    dry  wood,  having 

extensive  wood  yards  near  the  grain   elevator  on 

the  Toledo  &  Ann  Arbor  Railroad.  The  linn  handle- 
all  kinds  of  grain  and  also  doe-  quite  a  large  busi- 
ness in  grinding  feed  for  the  farmers  in  the  vicinitj 
and  also  for  general  sale.  The  celebrated  brands  of 
Hour  from  the  l'illshury  Mills  of  Minneapolis  are 
here  found  and  the  firm  with  which  our  subject  is 
connected    does  a    lai'ge    business    in  this    direction. 

They  doubtless  have  the  largest  dealing  in  wool  of 
any  linn  in  W  a-htena  w   (  ount\ . 

Mr.  Laubengayer  was  married  in  December  1880, 
to  Miss  Amelia  Weimer,  of  Scio  Township,  this 
,,,iint\.  she  i-  a  daughter  of  Michael  Weimer. 
her  parent-  havingcome  to  this  country  from  tier- 
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many.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  three  children,  whose  namesare  Melinda,  Robert 
and  Waller.  The  original  of  thissketch  waselected 
Justice  of  tlir  Peace  of  Lodi  Township,  being  near 
tin-  line  of  that  township.  He  casts  his  vote  with 
the  Democratic  party,  in  whose  principles  and  prac- 
tices lie  has  unbounded  faith.  Our  subject  resides 
at  No.  7(i  \Y.  Huron  Street,  where  he  has  a  very 
pleasant  home. 


•5*^=4*= 
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[LLIAM  II.  LAY,  a  representative  of  one 
of  the  prominent  and  pioneer  families  of 
Washtenaw  County  and  a  intelligent 
fanner  and  stock-raiser  residingon  section  "A  Ypsi- 
lanti  Township,  is  the  gentleman  whose  portrait  is 
presented  on  the  opposite  page.  He  was  horn  Jan- 
uary I.").  1839,  in  Washtenaw  County,  this  State, 
and  is  a  son  of  the  lion.  Ezra  I  >.  and  .Melinda 
(Kinne)  Lay.  The  former  was  a  native  of  Conn- 
ecticut and  the  latter  of  New  York.  The  ancestry 
on  both  sides  of  the  house  is  said  to  he  English.  <  )ur 
subject's  grandsire,  Aaron  Lay,wasa  soldier  in  the 
War  of  L812. 

Hon.  Ezra  1).  Lay.  father  of  our  subject,  emi- 
grated to  this  county  in  1833  and  settled  on  the 
farm  where  our  subject  now  resides.  The  few  hun- 
dred dollars  that  he  brought  with  him  were  wisely 
invested  and  broughl  him  a  good  return; although 
the  land  was  wild  upon  which  he  settled,  the  soil 
was  rich  and  as  the  work  of  clearing  progressed 
and  the  crops  were  put  up,  it  yielded  a  rich  return. 
lie  was  among  the  first,  pioneers  who  made  nursery 
work  a  business  and  for  twenty-five  years  his  farm 
w .- 1 ~  considered  the  most  reliable  place  from  which  to 
get  line  trees  and  vines.  He  was, however, a  general 
farmer  and  his  interests  in  other  directions  were 
large,  lie  built  the  first  greenhouse  in  this  section 
of  Michigan,  and  purchasers  of  tine  house  plants 
used  to  conic  to  him  from  as  far  as  Detroit,  knowing 
that  they  could  ever  find  there  a  fine  assortment  in 
this  line. 


Our  subject  is  one  of  three  children,  only  two  of 
whom  are  living.  They  are  Susan  M..  the  wife  of 
Dr.  William  Patterson  of  Ypsilanti  and  William 
II.  For  ten  years  the  father  served  as  Supervisor 
Of  Ypsilanti  Township  and  was  known  as  the  -war 
Supervisor"  of  his  township,  he  being  a  strong 
Union  man  who  used  his  influence  in  every  possi- 
ble way  in  favor  of  abolition.  He  was  a  strong 
Republican  in  politics  and  served  in  the  Michigan 
State  Legislature  during  the  session  of  lH7f>.  He 
was  one  of  the  influential  men  of  Ypsilanti  and 
Washtenaw  County,  of  which  last  he  has  served  as 
President  of  the  Pioneer  Society  and  was  well 
known  throughout  this  section  of  the  country.  He 
departed  this  life  April  28,  1890.  I  lis  widow  still 
survives  and  lives  with  her  son  William  II.  She  is 
mm  an  octogenarian  in  years,  one  of  the  oldest 
siir\  iving  pioneer  women  of  the  county.  Her  hus- 
band was  a  man  of  large  practical  experience  and 
received  the  advantages  of  a  good  education  in 
Western  New  York,  to  which  State  his  parents  had 
moved  in  1812,  locating  near  thecity  of  Rochester. 
In  his  death  the  county  lost  one  of  its  most  influ- 
ential citizens.  For  years  he  was  a  Ruling  Elder 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church  al  Ypsilanti.  On  his 
decease  he  left  a  valuable  estate. 

William  U.  Lay  throve  under  the  fostering  influ- 
ence of  affairs  in  his  native  place.  He  was  educated 
in  the  High  School  of  Ypsilanti  and  on  arriving  at 
manhood  showed  a  keen  interest  in  the  politics  of 
the  locality.  In  national  affairs  he  votes  with  the 
Republican  party,  but  in  local  government  he  con- 
siders the  man  par: nit  to  party.      He  has  served 

in  various  local  capacities,  as  School  Inspector,  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  and  on  the  Board  of  Review  of  Ypsi- 
lanti Township.  Hi'  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  spread 
of  the  Gospel  work,  and  is  also  a  worker  in  the 
Sundaj  -school. 

Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  over  two  hundred 
acres  of  land,  most  of  which  is  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  As  a  business  man  and  a  gentleman 
he  enjoys  the  respect  of  his  associates,  being  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  leading 
members  of  society  in  this  locality.     The  familj  to 

which  he  belongs  enjoys  an  enviable  precedence  as 

an    old    family    of  excellent    standing.     We    take 
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pleasure  in  presenting  them  :m<l  the  worthy  scion 
whose  name  appears  above  to  our  readers  in  this 
work  wherein  appears  the  history  of  so  many  rep- 
resentative people. 


.     PCS 


I        ORACE  T.  BALDWIN.     Among  the  most 

l|)  intelligent  and  highly  respected  families  of 
Lima  Township,  we  may  well  note  this  one 
whose  beautiful  farm  is  located  upon  section 
8.  Mr.  Baldwin  was  born  August  9,  1836  in  Syl- 
van Township,  this  county.and  with  the  exception 
of  ten  years  which  he  spent  in  Indiana  he  has  ever 
resided  in  his  native  county  and  his  history  has 
run  along  the  same  lines  chronologically  with  that 
of  his  nat  i\  e  State. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  so  unfortunate  as  to 
lie  orphaned  by  the  death  of  his  mother  when  he 
was  a  child  of  two  years  of  age,  and  after  that  he 
was  brought  up  by  strangers  until  he  reached  tin- 
age  of  fourteen,  from  which  time  on  he  took 
charge  of  his  own  affairs  and  supported  himself. 
lie  began  working  for  wages  at  $5  a  month  and 
the  next  year  he  had  proved  his  worth  so  that  he 
had  an  increase  of  wages  to  $8  a  month,  lie  con- 
tinned  in  this  way  gaining  in  strength,  manliness 
and  value  to  his  employer.-,  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years  and  during  that  time  he 
spent  two  years  at  the  blacksmith  trade. 

on  the  1st  of  March,  I860,  Horace  Baldwin 
and  Caroline  E.  Pierce  were  married  in  Lima 
Township,  'l'hi-  lady  i-  the  daughter  of  Darius 
and  Nancy  (Arnold)  Pierce,  who  are  elsewhere 
mentioned  more  fully  in  this  volume.     To  oursub- 

ject  and  hi-  wife  were  horn  three  sons.  Prank  II.. 
Charles  T.  and  Alvin  1).  In  1861  Mr.  Baldwin 
purchased  a  farm  of  ninety-six  acres  from  which 
he  proceeded  to  clear  the  trees  and  having  done  so 

he  put  the  land  in  condition  to  produce  crops.  Of 
this  he  ha-  sold  loit\  acre-  and  now  owns  lifty-six 
acres  of  farm  land  and  twelve  acres  of  wood  land. 
He  is  deeply  interested  in  all  matters  that  tend  to 
improve  the  social  and  industrial  condition  of  the 
agricultural    community,   and    he    i-  prominently 


identified  with  theGrange.  Hi-  wife  is  an  earnest 
and  active  worker  in  the  charities  and  services  of 
the  Congregational  <  hutch. 

To  their  Mms  Mr.  and  Mr-.  Baldwin  have  given 
the  Lest  advantages  for  education  and  preparations 
for  the  duty  of  life.  Frank  is  a  graduate  of  Olivet 
College  and  is  at  present  teaching,  and  was  a1  one 

time  principal  of  the  Lnioti  School  at   Spring  Lake. 

Ottawa  County,  this  State,  (hath-,  the  second 
son.  resides  in  Stockbridge,  Ingham  County,  and  is 
Assistant  Cashier  in  the  Lank.  (  ah  in  D.  has  taken 
a  course  as  Civil  Engineer  and  has  passed  examin- 
ation for  ( royernmenl  Surveyor.  While  Mr.  Bald- 
win believes  earnestlyin  the  principle-  which  have 
ever  distinguished  the  Republican  party  he  con- 
siders the  saloon  power  now  the  chief  enemy  of 
civilization  and  casts  his  vote  and  influence  with 
the  Prohibitionists. 
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ON.  WILLIAM  D.  HARRLMAN.  This 
well-known  resident  of  Ann  Arbor  who 
has   been    practicing    law    here   for   many 

years   and    who    ha-   in    hi-    various    h ■- 

filled  the  responsible  position-  of  a  member  of  the 
Legislature, -State  Senator  and  Judge  of  the  Pro- 
hate  Court  was  born  in  Peacham,  Vt.,  October  24, 

1  833.  Joshua  I  larriman.  the  father  of  our  Subject, 
was  horn  in  the  same  town  in  1795  and  was  the 
.-on  of  John  Ilarriman.  a  native  of  Grantham,  N. 
H.,  born  in  1768  and  he  was  a  descendant  of  an 
English  family  which  came  from  County  Kent. 
England,  to  New  England  aboul   1630. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Mary  Elkins,  was  also 
horn  in  lVachain.  Vt..  in  IT'.1!',  ami  was  a  daughter 
of  David  Elkins,  who  was  for  gome  years  High 
Sheriff  of  Caledonia  Count  v.  Vt..  hut  before  his 
death     removed     to     Utica,    N.    V.      The     father    of 

Daniel  Elkins  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  at  Peach- 
am,  and  was  captured  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  and  carried  a  prisoner  with  Ethan  Allen  to 
England. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  wa-  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict school- ami  academy  at  Peacham  after  which 
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he  taughl  for  some  time.  In  1859  he  went  to 
California,  and  located  at  Dutch  Flat.  He  was 
elected  to  represent  his  district  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature in  the  fall  of  L860,  and  subsequently  was 
elected  State  Senator  for  two  consecutive  terms. 
In  1864  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  California  on  the  Republican  State  ticket,  re- 
ceiving the  largest  majority  of  anyone  on  the 
ticket,  with  one  exception.  In  1869  he  returned 
Easl  as  far  as  Michigan  and  located  in  Ann  Arbor, 
where  he  was  elected  Mayor  for  three  terms.  In 
1872  he  voted  for  Greeley  and  since  then  has  acted 
with  the  Democratic  party. 

For  twelve  years  Mr.  Harriman  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Hoard  and  for  four  years  lie  was 
President  of  that  body.  In  1876  he  was  elected 
Judge  of  Probate  of  Washtenaw  County,  and  held 
the~ office  for  three  successive  terms  of  four  years 
each.  He  is  a  stanch  believer  in  fret-  trade  and 
liberal  in  his  religious  belief  and  for  twenty  years 
lias  been  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Unitarian 
( Ihurch  of  Ann  Arbor. 

In  1863  Mr.  Harriman  married  Mrs.  Maria  Chain- 
berlin,  of  California.  She  was  born  in  Vermont 
but  had  been  living  for  some  years  in  California, 
and  to  them  has  been  born  a  son  and  a  daughter, 
Martha  E.  and  Carl  I-"..  Mr.  Harriman  is  President 
of  the  Michigan  Furniture  Company  and  Vice 
President  of  the  Ann  Arbor  Savings  Hank  and  his 
pleasant  home  is  to  be  found  in  a  large  eleganl 
brick    residence,  at   the   corner    of  Washtenav*     and 

( ieddes  Avenues. 
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OIIX  E.  IRWIN.     Among  the  old  soldiers 

whose  life  records  arc  to  be  found  in  the  an- 
nals of  Washtenaw  County  and  whose 
\Zy  bravery  and  endurance  upon  the  battlefield 
and  in  the  mart h  are  a  story  well  worth  telling,  we 
can  give  the  name  which  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  paragraph.  IIi>  father.  .lames  Irwin,  was  horn 
iii  New  York  in  1*10  and  was  Brs1  a  blacksmith 
and  Inter  a  farmer.  The  mother,  Sibyl  Hunter, 
was    burn    in    February,   1812,   m    the   "Land  of 


Steady  Habits."  The  father,  when  a  young  man 
in  1831,  came  to  Michigan  and  made  his  home  in 
Saline  being  apprenticed  to   Mr.  Kanouse   of  that 

place. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  came  with  her  parents 
to  Michigan  in  1834  and  there  made  their  perman- 
ent home  in  Sharon  Town-hip  on  section  22.  and 
here  both  Nathaniel  and  lihoda  (Peck)  Hunter 
passed  from  life.  Their  daughter  was  united  in 
marriage  with  .lames  Irwin  in  this  township  and 
the\  owned  a  farm  in  Freedom  Township,  upon 
which  they  settled  ami  proceeded  to  improve  it. 
They  remained  then'  for  a  number  of  years  but 
fifty  year-  ago  they  removed  to  the  farm  now 
owned  by  OUl'  subject.  It  was  then  uncleared  and 
unbroken,  being  but  just  taken  from  the  Govern- 
ment and  had  eighty  acres  of  timbered  openings, 
whjch  the  father  cleared  and  improved.  In  1869 
he  removed  to  Grass  Lake  Town-hip.  Jackson 
County,  and  there  he  died  in  1887  his  good  wife 
surviving  him  for  three  years.  They  were  the 
parents  of  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  now 
living. 

I. cinan  Irwin,  the  oldesl  son  of  James  and  Sibyl 
Irwin  was  a  soldier  in  Company  F.  Twentieth 
Michigan  Infantry  and  was  killed  while  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  June  17.  1864,  having  served  for  two 

years,  and  being  then  twenty-live  years  of  age. 
The  sister  of  our  subject  who  is  now  living  i> 
Hattie  S.  Irwin. 

The  parents  of  our  subjed  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Sharon  and  were 
i ng  those  who  formed  the  first  class  here.  Dur- 
ing tho.se  early  days  the  father  who  was  quite  a 
singer  was  a  chorister  and  for  many  years  he    was 

Class- Leader  and  also  served  as  Steward  anil  Trus- 
tee, lie  took  a  great  interest  in  political  move- 
ments and  in  early  life  was  a  Whig  and  later  be- 
came a  Republican.     His  interesl  in  education   led 

him  to  he   placed     upon     the    loc  d    Scl 1     Hoard. 

John  F.  Irwin  was  bom  May  '.).  1341,  in  Freedom 
Township,  and  after  studying  in  the  district  school 
here  he  attended  the   Normal   School  at    Ypsilanti 

and   began   teaching  al    the    age    of    eighteen.      His 

home  throughout  life  except  during  hi- arm\    ex- 
perience lias  been  in  this  town-hip.  and  he    hi 
his  father  to  build  the  home  which  i-  now  his. 
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Moving  trwin,  having  barely  reached  his  major- 
ity, enlisted  July  L9,  1862,  in  <  ompany  1'..  Twen  ■ 
tieth  Michigan  Infantiy,  Gen.  (  utcheon  having 
(■(Hue  here  for  tlir  purpose  oi  enlisting  the  young 
men  of  Sharon  Township.  The  regiment  . was  or- 
ganized at  Jackson,  and  our  subject  having  enlist- 
ed  ms  a  private,  received  the  appointmenl  of  Fifth 
Sergeant  of  his  company.  The  Twentieth  wassenl 
to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  was  attached  to  I  In- 
Ninth  Army  Corps  under  Gen.  A.  E.  Burnside. 
They  were  soon  senl  mil  to  the  vicinity  of  Alex- 
andria, Va.,  bu1  after  returning  to  Washington 
were  sent  toward  South  Mountain  l>ut  did  not  take 
part  in  thai  conflict.  Tli<\  were  in  the  advance; 
on  Fredericksburg  and  were  active  in  the  follow- 
ing encounters:  A  fight  with  Morgan's  Guerrillas, 
Horseshoe  Bend,  the  sieges  of  Vicksburg  and 
Knoxville  after  which  they  were  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  and  again  advanced  toward 
Richmond.  They  wore  under  Gen.  Grant  during 
the  conflicts  of  the  Wilderness  and  Spottsylvania 
and  in  all  took  part  in  thirty   battles. 

Our  young  soldier  was  wounded  while  in  front 
of  Petersburg,  hut  not  so  severely  as  to  compel  him 
to  drop  out  of  the  ranks.  lie  served  for  two 
years  ami  ten  months  and  at  the  close  of  his  term 
was  given  a  commission  as  Second  Lieutenant. 
The  brigade  to  which  hi-  regiment  was  attached 
marched  into  Petersburg,  Va.,  the  morning  after 
its  evacuation  by  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee,  and  did  pro 
vost  duty  there  while  the    flag    of    the    Michigan 

Sharpshooters  floated  from  tiie  top  of  the  court- 
house. After  his  discharge  June  l.  1865,  he 
ret  urned  to  tin1  farm. 

The  marriage  of  John  E.  Irwin  and  Amy  K. 
Rice,  a  daughter  of  J.  W.  Rice   of   this   township 

took   place  in    1869.      She  was  horn   in  StOCkbridge, 

June  30,  1848.  After  marriage  they  settled  upon 
his  father's  homestead  anil  have  since  made  that 
their  home.  Theii  two  children  are  Fred  C.  and 
Ma\  II.:  the  former  graduated  at  Grass  Lake  High 
School  in  June.   [889. 

Our  subject  has  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
rich  and  arable  land  and  all  but  twenty  of  it  is 
under  cultivation,  lie  ami  his  excellent  wife  are 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

in   which  he  is  Steward.  Trustee  and    Class   Leader, 


besides  superintending  and  taking  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  Sunday-school,  lie  i-  an  ardent  Grand 
Army  man  ami  belongs  to  Post,  No.  228,  at  Grass 
Lake  where  he  ha-  served  as  chaplain.  He  i-  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  here  and  takes  an  act- 
tive  interest  in  promoting  educational  progress; 
has  been  Road  Overseer  and  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Republi- 
can party  hut  is  now  ,m  Prohibitionist  and  strongty 
interested  in  temperance  work. 


ERMANN  HUTZEL  isa  member  of  the  linn 
J    of  llut/.el  ,v-  Co..  plumbers,  steam    and   gas 

fitters,  and  dealers  in   paints,  oil-  and  glass. 

their  place  of  business  being  at  No.  It 
South  Main  Street.  Ann  Arbor.  Mr.  Hutzel  wa- 
born  in  this  city  April  .">.  1850,  his  father  being 
August  F.  Ilut/el.  and  his  mother  Sophia  (Mann) 
llut/.el.  The  mother  emigrated  to  tin'  United 
state-  in  the  year  1824  from  Germany,  coming 
to  Michigan  in  1829,  and  the  father  in  1836. 
They  were  married  in  Washtenaw  County.  Mr. 
Ilutzel  at  that  time  being  a  trader  and  a  prac- 
tical business  man.  afterward  went  into  the  paints. 
oil  and  glass  business  in  Ann  Arbor  until  1856, 
when  he  added  a  slock  of  groceries,  continuing  in 
the  business  until  1888,  when  he  retired,  transferring 
the  business  to  his  two  sons,  lie  died  the  same 
year,  aged  eighty-three.  His  wife  still  survives 
hi  in  and  is  now  residing  with  her  daughter  at  the 
old  homestead.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  living,  six  girls  and 
two  boys.  Hermann  being  the  eldest  of  the  family. 

Hermann  llui/el  was  educated  in  the  scl I-  of 

Ann  Arbor,  which,  with  the  High  School,  have  a 
very  high  -landing.  ( )n  leaving  school  he  en- 
tered the  store  of  his  father  a-  an  assistant,  after- 
ward purchasing  an  interesl  in  the  same.  In  1878 
he  added  to  hi-  business  piping,  plumbing  and 
steam    supplies,  not    only  doing  business  in   Ann 

Arbor,  bill   in    differenl    part-  of    the    Stale,  besides 

doing  i siderable  in   the  building  and  con-true- 
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fcion  of  waterworks,  chiefly  the  waterworks  at  El- 
gin, [11.,  and  also  at  Streator.  The  Hutzel  Bros. 
built  the  waterworks  at  Ann  Arbor.  Mr.  Hutzel 
was  married,  in  1877,  to  Miss  Paulina  Graf,  of 
Ann  Arbor,  daughter  of  Christian  Graf.  Six  chil- 
dren have  been   the  resull  of  this  union. 

Our  subject  has  always  been  a'public-spirited 
man  and  has  held  many  prominent  offices.  lie 
was  Alderman  from  the  Second  Ward  for  four 
years,  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  two 
years  and  Vice  President  <>f  the  ALman  Dinger 
Piano  &  Organ  Company,  lie  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  his  politi- 
cal views  he  is  an  advocate  of  the  Democi'atic 
party.  They  reside  in  a  handsome  brick  house  on 
one  of  the  finesl  streets  of  the  city. 


^*~$-[ 


T   1A  All     P.    FERGUSON    is     the    proprietor 
of  the    Ferguson  Cart  &  Carriage  factory, 
>     now   located  in   Ann    Arbor,  although    the 
(*/  plant   was  originally  made  a1    Dexter,  this 

county.  In  1887  the  works  were  moved  to  this 
city  and  located  upon  tin1  present  site,  and  the 
firm  now  occupies  good  buildings  with  all  the  ma- 
chinery that  is  necessary,  of  the  latest  design. 
They  also  employ  tin'  most  skilled  workmen,  keep- 
ing from    fifty    to   sixty    men.      The     motor    power 

that  is  employed  is  steam.  The  Company  manu- 
facture the  University  Road  Wagon  and  the  lock 
spring  gear  wagon.  The  Ferguson  cart  is  among  the 
best  of  the  road  carts  that  are  manufactured  in  this 
country.  The  latest  improved  motion  has  been 
combined  in  this  vehicle,  obviating  to  a  greal  de- 
gree the  action  of  the  horse.  Mr.  Ferguson's  ve- 
hicles Snd  a  ready  market  both  East  and  West, 
and  they  have  a  reputation  even  outside  of  the 
I'nioii.  He  ships  many  vehicles  to  California,  and 
St.  Louis  is  his  chief  distributing  point  in  the 
South. 

The  original  of  our  sketcn  was  born  in  Perrins- 
vilic  Wayne  County,  this  State,  Augus!  '.».  1859. 
He  is  a  son  of  David  Ferguson,  who  was  a  black- 
smith bv  trade,     lie   settled   in    Ann  A rbor  nearly 


forty  year-  ago,  coming  from  New  York  State,  but 
finally  removed  to  Perrinsville,  where  he  died.  Our 
subject's  mother  was,  prior  to  her  marriage,  a  .Miss 
Maria  Misiier.  a  native  of  Canada.  She  was  the 
mother  of  two  children,  both  boys,  whose  names 
are  Charles  L.  and  Alvah   P.  Ferguson. 

Alvah  P.  Ferguson  spent  his  boyhood  and  early 
school  days  in  his  native  town.  lie  well  remem- 
bers the  first  home  of  the  family,  as  it  was  made 
of  logs,  but  was  in  later  year-  replaced  by  a  frame 
structure.  As  a  youth  our  subject  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith, but  remained  at  home  under 
the  parental  roof  until  reaching  years  of  majority. 
When  twenty-one  year-  old  lie  went  to  Dexter 
and  opened  a  carriage  shop,  com  nencing  on  a 
small  scale  because  of  limited  means.  He  did  the 
greater  part  of  the  work  of  the  -hop  himself  on 
his  carnages,  carts  and  wagons,  but  after  remov- 
ing to  Ann  Arbor  he  made  as  many  as  six  thou- 
sand carts  in  a  year,  also  a  great  number  of  road 
wagons.  The  University  Road  Wagon,  which  is  a 
favorite  make  with  our  subject,  has  been  growing 
greatly  in  popularity,  and  it,  is  both  comfortable 
and  reasonable  in  price. 

In  1880  our  subject  married  Miss  Nellie  R. 
Underwood,  of  Perrinsville.  Their  union  was 
blest  l<\  the  advent  of  two  children,  whose  names 
arc  .1.  C.  and  Roy.  The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a 
member  of  the  Michigan  Loan  Association  and  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Hoard.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  politics  and  was  elected  on  his  party  ticket  as 
Alderman  for  the  Fourth  Ward.  Mr.  Ferguson 
ha- a  very  pleasant  home.  located  af  No.  21  Beak 
Street. 
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ILLIA.M  II.  LOWDEN.  Few  families  in 
Augusta  Township  have  a  higher  standing 
for  character,  ability  and  enterprise  than 

the  one  represented    by    the    name    at    the    head    of 

this  paragraph  and  in  it-  various  members  it  is 
eminently  worthy  of  the  respect  which  i-  univer- 
sally conceded  to  it.  lie  of  whom  we  write  i-  a 
native  of    Seneca    County,    N.     Y..    and    a    son    of 
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James  L.  and  Rachel  (Lyon)  Lowden.  He  was 
born  Januarj  9,  1828  and  was  bul  a  litth  boj 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  early  in  tllfe  '30s 
in  what  was  then  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
Covered  wagons  were  the  vehicles  of  travel  which 
brought  these  enterprising  people  from  their  home 
in  Seneca  <  ountj  to  Buffalo, N.  ST., and  from  there 
they  traveled  by  boat  to  Detroit,  and  again  took 
the  prairie  schooners  to  the  new    home. 

James  L  Lowden  made  his  home  in  the  southern 
part  of  Ypsilanti  Township,  on  the  line  between 
that  township  and  Augusta  Township.  lTpon  his 
farm  tin-re  were  bul  a  few  acres  cleared  and  the 
new  Inline  was  made  in  an  almost  unbroken  forest. 
Hardships  and  self  denials  were  endured  by  this 
brave  household  and  severe  labor  was  sustained 
h\  all,  for  they  were  determined  to  clear  the 
land  which  had  been  secured  from  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  put  it  in  the  best  possible  condi- 
tion for  future  crops.  The  mother  passed  from 
earth  in  1ST.")  and  the  father  died  in  1880.  Their 
five  surviving  children  are  William  H., Martha  J., 
Eleanor  C,  .lames  I.,  and  Harriet.  The  eldest  daugh- 
ter, Mary,  married  I>aae  K.  Collar,  of  Ypsilanti 
Township, and  is  deceased.  .Martha  J.  is  now  the  wife 
of  F.  A.  Graves;  Eleanor  i-  Mrs.  Peter  D.  Rogers, 
and  Harriet  is  the  wife  of  T.  M.  VanGieson.  The 
youngesl  son  of  this  family,  the  Hon.  James  I.. 
Lowden,  is  the  present  popular. and  efficient  Rep- 
resentative from  the  second  district  in  the  state 
Legislature. 

The  death  of  the  father  of  this  family  caused 
general  mourning  throughout  the  county  as  lie 
was  esteemed  among  the  prominent  and  most 
public-spirited  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  Mate. 
Our  subject  did  his  full  share  in  assisting  the 
family  during  the  earlj  days  and  learned  to  swing 
the  ax  with  a  right  good  will  against  the  forest 
trees,  lie  can  relate  many  a  thrilling  incident  of 
pioneer  life,  and  is  thus  one  of  the  mosl  instruct- 
ive and  entertaining  conversationalists  whom  one 
may  meet.     He  had  few  advantages  aside  from  the 

education  to  be  obtained   in    the    district    scl Is, 

bul  thoroughly  improved  all  thai  came  in  hi-  way 
and  is  largely  self  edui 

Upon  the  Ith  of  May,  1851,  \\  illiani  Low- 
den   ami    Sophia    II.    (  rittenden    were    united   in 


the  bonds  of  marriage.  This  lady  is  a  sister  of  N. 
E.  Crittenden  of  Ypsilanti  Township, whose  -ketch 
appears  upon  another  page  of  this  volume,  and 
she  is  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence 
and  influence.  One  hundred  and  two  acre-  of 
laud  forms  the  home  farm  and  it  is  under  excel- 
lent cultivation.  Mr.  Lowden's  political  views 
bring  him  into  line  with  the  Democratic  party  and 
for  three  years  he  has  served  as  School  Inspector 
of  Augusta  Township,  and  for  more  than  twentj 
years  has  been  connected  with  the  Hoard  of  his 
school  District.  He  was  connected  with  the 
Eastern  Michigan  Society,  of  which  he  was  the 
President  for  two  years,  he  having  been  superin- 
tendent of  the  cattle  and  then  the  horse  department 
when  he  was  elected  as  President  of  the  Society. 
The  confidence  of  the  business  community  is  his  in 
full  measure  and  his  integrity  and  honesty  are 
everywhere  known. 

Mr.  Lowden  is  a  splendid  representative  of  the 
typical  Michigan  farmer  and  possesses  to  a  marked 
degree  the  regard  which  is  given  to  the  pioneers 
of  this  section.  His  interesting  wife  also  enjoys 
to  an  unusual  degree  the  good  will  of  her  neigh- 
bors and  friends  and  she  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  this  Album  would 
be  indeed  incomplete  without  a  recital  of  the  life 
history  of  this  valued  couple. 


«^*= 


ALTER  s.   HICKS  is  a  manufacturer  who 
residesin  Ann  Arbor.    Mr.  Hicks  was  horn 


W  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  September  29, 
1821.  His  lather  was  Capt. Lemuel  Hicks, a  farmer 
in  New  York,  and  -on  of  Deacon  Otis  Hick-,  who 
is  of  Scotch  and  English  descent.  Our  subject's 
d father  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  his  immediate   progenitor  was  a   soldier 

in  the  War  of  18.12,  thus  making  a  legacy  of  loy- 
ally to  their  adopted  country  of  which  any  loyal 
American  might  well  be  proud. 

Walter  S.  I  lick-  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  of 
seven  children  horn  to  his  parents,  he  being  the 
second    -on.       lie    was    educated    ill    the   schools   Oi 
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ARRIS  BALL,  tin-  present,  popular  and  ef- 
li< -i t ■  11 1  Postmaster  of  Dexter,  is  a  native  of 
this  county  and  was  burn  in  Webster 
Township,  February  8,  1838.  Here  had 
taken  place  the  marriage  of  his  parents.  Amos  and 
Polly  (Pease)  Ball,  who  were  themselves  born  in 
New  York  and  Vermont.  Amos  Ball  came  to 
Michigan  in  1832  with  a  sister,  and  bis  father  came 
here  also  and   died   in    Webster   Township,    when 


Ontario  County,  N.  V..  receiving  the  rudiments  of 
his  training-  in  the  district  schools  and  afterward 
attending  the  academy.  On  reaching  manhood  he 
began  farming  on  bis  own  account,  bis  first  ven- 
ture being  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y  .  and  in  this 
way  he  continued  for  twelve  years,  lie  then  went 
to  New  York  City,  and  came  under  the  fascination 
of  speculative  life  for  some  time,  being  on  the 
Board  of  Exchange  for  twelve  years.  After  that 
he  returned  to  Ontario  County. 

In  187.'L  our  subject  came  to  Battle  Creek,  this 
State,  and  soon  after  removed  to  a  farm  which  he 
conducted  for  seven  years.  He  was  successful  and 
the  occupation  was  agreeable  to  him.  but  feeling 
that  his  children  should  have  better  educational 
advantages,  he  removed  to  Ann  Arbor,  and  has 
since  made  this  his  home.  Mr.  Hicks  has  been  in- 
terested in  the  manufacture  of  hop  bitters,  the  lab- 
Oratories  being  located  at  Rochester,  X.  Y.,  and 
Dayton.  Ohio. 

In  1853,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Permelia  Gooding,  of  Ontario  County,  X.  Y. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hicks  have  three  children.  The  eld- 
est daughter  is  still  an  inmate  of  the  home  circle; 
Henry  Ward  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Michigan;  Ralph  M.  resides  in  Ann  Arbor.  Two 
daughters  May  and  Mary,  are  deceased.  In  1872 
Mr.  Hicks  was  a  member  of  the  Grange,  and  while 
thus  connected  accomplished  much  good  in  ad- 
vancing common-sense  ideas  which  were  sustained 
by  Scientific  experiments.  Politically  he  is  a  Re- 
publican and  takes  a  commendable  interest  in  both 
local  and  national  polities. 


about  ninety  years  old.  The  grandfather,  .lames 
Hall,  bad  one  brother  and  two  sisters,  viz:  Samuel, 
Sarah  (Mrs.  John  Alley),  and  Elizabeth  (Mrs. 
Caleb  Thurber). 

Amos  Hall  died  October  19,  l*i;7.  and  the 
mother  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  with  a 
daughter  at  Grass  Lake.  Jackson  County.  Amos 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  having  worked  at  that 
business  in  New  York  and  was  about  twenty-five 
years  old  when  be  came  to  Michigan  and  con- 
tinued in  this  line  for  eight  or  ten  years,  assisting 
in  erecting  mills  at  various  places,  among  which 
may  be  included  the  mill  at  Dexter.  He  also  im- 
proved one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  and 
took  time  from  his  own  business  to  serve  tin1 
Township  for  twenty  years  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  as  well  as  in  other  public  matters.  His  po- 
litical sympathies  were  first  with  the  Whig  party, 
and  afterwards  with  the  Republicans. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  reared  to  years  of  ma- 
turity a  family  of  seven  children,  namely:  Harris. 
Orlando  L.,  who  is  a  farmer  at  Parma;  Edwin  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Webster  Township;  CharlesH., 
who  died  when  a  young  man  upon  the  farm; 
Willis  A.,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Dexter;  Myra 
E.,  Mrs.  Anion  Lee  Ol  Grass  Lake  and  Plaices  E., 
who  became  Mrs.  George  Merrill  of  Webster  and 
died  there. 

Harris  Ball  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  having  charge 
of  it  for  his  father,  and  also  followed  the  business 
of  threshing  for  nine  seasons.  He  then  came  to 
Dexter  and  drove  tubular  wells,  and  afterwards 
became  one  of  the  firm  of  Alley  &  Co..  in  carrying 
on  a  business  in  the  line  of  boots  and  shoes  and  gro- 
ceries. After  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Alley, Mr.  Jesse 
<).  Ilovt  became  a  partner  in  the  concern  under 
the  firm  name  of  Ball  &  Hoyt  and  thus  continued 
for  fourteen  years  when  Mr.  Hoyt  was  called  hence 
by  death.  The  business  had  attained  considerable 
proportions  and  in  the  meantime  Mr.  Pall  was  ap- 
pointed Postmaster,  his  commission  bearing  date. 
May  7,  1883  and  his  first  term  expiring  December 
2:i.  L885. 

In  1880  Mr.  Pall  bad  entered  into  partnership 
with  II.  M.  Phelps  in  the  business  of  breeding 
horses  and  handling  Percheron  and  English  horses 
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and  this  partnership  Mill  continues.  After  the 
death  of  Mr.  Hoyt  the  mercantile  business  was 
closed  nut  and  Mr.  Ball  devoted  himself  entire- 
ly to  his  duties  as  Postmaster  until  the  incoming 
of  Cleveland's  administration.  During  that  four 
years  he  devoted  himself  to  the  livery  business 
hut  upon  the  incoming  of  a  Republican  adminis- 
tration he  received  his  second  appointment  as 
Postmaster,  bearing  'hue  February  8,  1890  and  he 
is  still  acting  iu  thai  capacity,  his  good  wife  being 
his  Deputy. 

Tlic  marriage  of  our  subject,  September  L3,  1860, 
brought  to  his  home  a  worthy  helpmate  in  the 
person  of  Mary  Ellen  (Burgess)  of  Soresco,  Cal- 
houn County.  She  was  born  in  Ohio.  April  28, 
13344  and  prepared  herself  for  the  position  of  a 
teacher  which  she  Idled  for  some  time  with  greal 
acceptance  in  Webster.  The  only  child  who  luis 
been  granted  to  this  excellent  couple  is  Joseph  II.. 
now  a  lad  of  nineteen  and  a  High  School  student. 
They  have  a  neat  and  most  attractive  home  in 
Dexter  and  are  leading  people  in  both  social  and 
business  circles,  lie  has  been  President  of  the 
village  a  number  of  terms  and  is  always  active  in 
campaign  work,  while  his  wife  is  a  hearty  and 
efficient  worker  in  the  Congregational  Church  to 
which  she  belongs. 


c 


OSEPH  DOANE.  Among  the  well-known 
farmers  and  stock-raisi  rsof  Superior  Town- 
ship, none  has  a  better  or  more  thoroughly 
cultivated  farm  than  he  whose  name  we 
now  give.  He  was  horn  in  Wayne  County.  N.  Y.. 
in  1830,  and  at  the  age  of  four  years  came  with  his 
parents  to  Livingston  County,  in  what  was  then 
the  Territory  of  Michigan.  He  there  resided  until 
he  reached  hi>  majority,  and  in  1855  he  married 
Miss  Jane  (  '<  irsi  in. 

The  young  couple  made  their  lirst  wedded  home 
in  Lyons,  and  in  1858  they  removed  to  Gratiot 
County,  where  they  resided  until  1866,  when  they 
came  to  where  ihc\  now  reside,  and  purchased  one 


hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  superior  land.  This  has 
been  thoroughly  improved  from  that  time  to  this. 

and   1 1 1 . ■  \    nou  have  as  -i"'d  a   farm  a-  can  he  found 

in  the  State  of  Michigan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doaue 
have  three  living  children:  ( llara,  wife  of  William 
Mosher,  is  the  mother  of  one  child  J  reorge;  Henry, 
who  resides  in  Salem  station  with  his  wife  and 
daughter,  Ethel;  and  Nellie,  who  is  -till  at  home. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  church,  and  have 
given  to  all  their  children  training  in  the  faith  and 
duties  of  the  ( Christian  religion. 

Our  subject  is  one  in  a  family  of  eight.  His  sis- 
ter, Rebecca,  died  unmarried;  the  next  Jemima, 
married  William  Webb,  who  died,  leaving  a  fam- 
ily, aud  she  then  married  Randall  (ohm.  After 
our  subject,  came  John  W..  a  resident  of  Gratiot 
County;  Robert,  deceased;  Henry,  a  resident  of 
Livingston  County;  Elnathan,  who  lives  in  Ypsi- 
lanti;  Mary  married  Richard  Peer,  and  resides  in 
Livingston  ( 'ounty.  The  parents  of  this  family  were 
Erastus  and  Hester  (Stringham)  Donne,  the  former 
horn  in  New  York  about  1790,  and  the  latter  horn 
in  the  same  State,  about  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tury. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  bore  the 
name  of  Joseph  Doaue,  and  was  a  native  of  Dutch- 
ess County.  N.  V.  He  had  four  children  —  Erastus, 
Alexander,  Robert  and  Laura.  Three  brothers  of 
our  subject,  namely:  John  \\  ..  Robert  and  Elna- 
than foughl  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion;  Rob- 
erl  died  near  Charleston,  S.  C.  John  W.  served  for 
three  years  and  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  after  which  he  was  discharged,  and 
Elnathan  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  John 
W.  was  the  Second  Lieutenant  in  a  colored  regi- 
ment. 

Mrs.  Doaue  was  horn  in  Canandaigua,  Ontario 
(ounty.  N.Y..  in  1832.  Her  father,  Cornelius  Cor- 
son, was  horn  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1793,  and  was  a 
son  of  Derrick  Corson,  who  was  horn  in  December. 
1765.  while  her  mother  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sallie  Whitaere,  was  horn  in  New  Jersey,  in 
1795.  She  and  her  good  husband  had  six  children. 
namely:  Oliver  I'..  Roberl  W.,  Charles,  William. 
Elizabeth  and  Mrs.  Doaue.  Robert  died  at  Schuy- 
ler, Neb.,  leaviug  one  child.  Eugene;  and  Oliver, 
passed    from    earth    while    living    in    Livingston 
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County,  Mich.,  leaving  one  daughter,  Hattie; 
Charles  resides  near  Grand  Rapids;  and  Elizabeth, 
who  is  the  willow  of  Jerry   E.  Angell,  resides  in 


Michigan,  where  he  look  liis  diploma  in  the  Liter- 
ary Department  with  the  Class  of  '56.  He  then 
commenced  the  study  of  law  with  C.  C.  Chatfield 


him  a  family  of  eight,  who  make  their  home  in 
Livingston  County.  Both  the  Doanes  and  the  Cor- 
sons  are  farming  people,  and  of  high  respectabil- 
ity. 


Isabella  County,  while  William  died  leaving  behind    j   and  Henry  A    Shaw,  of    Eaton    Rapids,   where   be 

was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1858.  At  Charlotte,  the 
count)  seat  of  Eaton  County,  lie  began  the  prae- 
I  ice  of  law. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  made  n 
pause  in  the  professional  career  of  many  an  ambi- 
tious man  who  felt  that  the  call  of  our  countrj 
should  take  pre-eminence  above  personal  affairs 
and  aggrandizement.  Mr.  Sessions  now  closed  his 
office  and  devoted  himself  to  canvassing  Eaton 
County  for  recruits  for  the  Seventh  Michigan  Cav- 
alry then  being  organized  at  Grand  Rapids,  receiv- 
ing from  Gov.  Blair  a  commission  as  Eirsl  Lieu- 
tenant of  Company  1).  of  that  regiment, which  was 
finally  mustered  into  service  in    November,    1862. 

Col.  W.  I).  .Mann  was  the  commander  of  this 
regiment  which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  where  it  took  part  in  many  important  en- 
gagi  ments.  It  was  one  of  the  regiments  comprising 
the  famous  Custer  Brigade,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
war  in  I860,  the  brigade  of  which  the  Seventh 
formed  a  part,  was  sent  to  the  Rocky  .Mountains  to 
protect  the  United  States  mails  and  passengers 
from  attacks  by  hostile  Indians.  Returning  from 
the  West  in  October  of  that  year,  Mr.  Sessions  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge  at  ft.  Leavenworth, 
Kan.,  and  came  to  Ann  Arbor  in  January,  1866. 

Mr.  Sessions  has  by  honesty  and  integrity  en- 
deared himself  to  the  people  of  Washtenaw  County, 
and  they  have  honored  him  with  several  important 

official  trusts.  In  1*117  he  was  appointed  Deputy 
United  States  District  Attorney  by  Alfred  Russell, 
of  Detroit,  and   he  held   the  office  for  two  year-.      In 

1870  he  gwas  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
city  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  served  in  that  position  foi 
three  years.     In  1878  lie  was  chosen  City  Attorney 

and  re-elected  the  following  year. 

The  happy  marriage  of  Mr.  Sessions  ami  Miss  A. 
E.  Morton  was  celebrated  September  15,  1857. 
This  lady  is  the  youngest  daughterof  Jonathan  <.. 
Morton,  one  of  the  early  pioneersof  Vpsilanti.  To 
them  has  been  mauled  two  ehildien,  onbj  one  sur- 
viving, Francis  M..  who  N  a  graduate  of  the 
I  n n er-it v  of   Michigan  in  the  Class  of   '88,     Uu 


Y.OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS  SESSIONS.  We 
are  gratified  to  lie  able  to  present  to  the 
readers  of  this  Album,  the  life  story  of  one 
who  has  been  prominent  in  professional  and 
official  circles  in  Ann  Arbor,  and  who  gave  three 
of  the  best  years  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law.  and  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business 
at  Ann  Arbor,  and  was  born  at  Lenox.  Madison 
County, N.  V.,  January  15,  1832,  being  the  young- 
est of  eight  children  of  ( teorge  and  Eunice  ( .Mather) 
Sessions. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Wilbra- 
li.-iin.  M:i*.  anil  the  mother  was  a  native  of  Wind- 
sor. Conn.  The  Mathers  were  of  the  best  blood  of 
New  England,  being  related  to  the  noted  Cotton 
Mather  of  the  Boston  Colony.  George  Sessions  was 
the  son  of  Roberl  Sessions,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution,  and  assisted  in  throwing 
the  tea  overboard  in  Boston  Harbor,  afterward 
serving  throughout  the  whole  eight  years  of  the 
Revolutionary  contest. 

The  marriage  of  the  parents  of  our  subject,  took 
place  in  Connecticut,  and  they  si  ion  removed  to 
Lenox,  N.  V..  which  was  their  home  until  their  re- 
moval to  this  county  in  1834.  Here  they  located 
in  Norlhfield  Township  in  the  wild  woods,  and 
here  the  father  died  a  few  years  later.  The  mother 
survived  for  several  years,  and  in  1843  departed 
this  life,  leaving  eight  children  to  mourn  her  loss 
only  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 

He  of  whom  we  write  passed  his  boyhood  days 
011  the  farm,  and  attended  the  district  school,  af- 
ter which  he  attended  Albion  College  and  the  Vp- 
silanti Seminary  before  entering  the  University  of 
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i>  now  book-keeper  in  the  Commercial  National 
Bank  at  Columbus.  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sessions 
lost  one  son.  Harry  M..  at  the  age  of  five  years, 
which  loss  has  been  a  sore  bereavement  to  them. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  member  of  the  Golden 
Rule  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  is 
connected  with  the  Welsh  Posl  No.  37,  G.  A.  R. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  useful  and  influential  mem- 
bers of  the  Washtenaw  County  Pioneer  Society. 
and  prepared  and  read  before  that  body  a  history 
of  the  early  sett  lenient  of  Ypsilanti  and  Ann  Ar- 
bor, which  was   universally  conceded    to  lie  full. 

complete  and  correct,  and  for  which  he  received 
the  thanks  of  that  body.  He  has  served  in  that 
society  as  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
Secretary,  Vice-President  and  President.  Hispleas- 
a'nt  home  in  the  First  Ward  is  located  at  No.  36 
Williams  Street,  where  his  friends  are  ever  welcome. 
Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  influen- 
tial in  the  ranks  of  the  party  in  this  portion  of  the 
State. 


T  OHN  A.  McMAHON.  The  fine  farm  of 
this  gentleman,  situated  on  section  5,  is  an 
ornament  to  Manchester  Township, and  one 
Of  the  liest  to  lie  found  in  Washtenaw 
County,  of  which  he  is  a  native,  as  he  was  horn 
in  this  township,  April  Ik  1860.  His  father.  Jo- 
seph Mc.Malion.  was  born  in  1807,  in  County 
Down,  Ireland,  and  there  grew  to  manhood  and 
engaged  in  the  business  of  linen  weaving,  which 
he  followed  until  he  came  to  America. 

It  was  in  1831  that  the  father  of  our  subject 
came  to  America,  and  made  his  home  in  Albion. 
X.   Y..  where  he  lived  for   some    tune.      lie    worked 

on  the  Mist  railroad  thai  was  ever  built  in  that 
state,  an  enterprise  of  which  he  long  enjoyed 
speaking,  as  it  was  indeed  historic.  Prom  there 
he  removed  to  Norwalk,  Conn.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  pottery  and  brick 
until  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1834.  In  Manches- 
ter Township  he  establishecl   himself,  buying  - e 


land  for  his  fat  her.  a  ml  taking  up  forty  acres  for 
himself.  I  lc  also  look  up  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  .lack-on  County,  and  afterward  improved 
twentj  of  them,  lie  sold  the  property  and  lo- 
cated   permanently    here,  where   hiss w  lives. 

Joseph  McMahon  made  hi-  I ie  win*  hi-  father 

for  a  number  of  years  and  at  the  same  time  was  im- 
proving his  own  land.  In  1  *  I  '1  he  wa-  united  in 
marriage  with  Harriet  Merriman,  a  native  of  New- 
York,  who  there  received  her  training  and  educa- 
tion and  did  not  come  West  until  after  she  had 
reached  her  maturity.  They  were  the  parentsof 
five  daughters  and  one  son,  namely:  Jennie  I-;.,  the 
wife  of  James  Lamb,  of  this  town-hip:  Louisa  S., 
the  wife  of  the  Rev.  <i.  Campbell,  of  Hanover. 
N.H.;  Maggie,  deceased;  Lois  A.,  a  teacher  in  the 
Normal  School  of  Ypsilanti:  Anna  S.,  Mrs.  1  .  S. 
Gaige,  of  Ann  Arbor;  and  John,  she  died  when 
her  son  John  was  but  two  week-  old.  The  father. 
however,  survived  for  main  years,  and  his  days 
ended  October  10,  1890.  lb'  was  deeply  interested 
in  National  affairs,  and  was  a  strong  Republican. 
His  judgment  was  excellent  in  regard  to  matters  of 
business  and  finance,  and  he  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  People's  Lank  of  Manchester.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  an  ear- 
nest worker  for  it-  prosperity  and  the  cau-e  of 
Christianity. 

The  second  marriage  of  Joseph  McMahon  was 
solemnized  in  1863,  Mrs.  Eliza  Fargo  becoming  his 
wife.  The  early  schooling  of  our  subject  wastaken  in 
his  native  place. and  he  afterward  took  further  ad- 
vantage-at  the  Manchester  High  School.  Ih'  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  twenty-one  war-  of 
age,  and  wa-  then  married  to  Addie  I..  Riggs,  L\ 
whom  he  had  one  son,  Joseph.  This  wife  passed 
from  earth  in  1886,  and  her  remains  lie  at  rest  in 
the  cemetery  at  Manchester.  The  second  marriage 
of  Mr.  McMahon  wa- celebrated  April  'J.  1891,  with 
Mrs.  Ella  Sweet,  who  wa-  born  iii  Chesterfield, 
Ohio,  November  3,  1864.  Her  training  ami  edu- 
cation wa-  received  in  Michigan,  as  her  parents, 
Mr.  and  Mi'.  Lafayette  Warae,  came  here  many 
years  ago.  Mrs.  McMahon  was  the  widow  of  Mr. 
llarrv  Sweet. and  b\  that  marriage  she  ha-one-on. 
Clyde. 

During  the  years  1886  and  1887  our  subject  was 
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engaged  in  selling  agricultural  implements,  in 
which  he  was  reasonably  successful,  but  his  time 
and  energies  have  mostly  been  devoted  to  farm- 
ing, and  he  has  now  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
acres  (if  well-improved  laud,  ami  is  doing  a  good 
farming  business.  He  handles  stock  extensively, 
both  buying  and  selling,  and  raises  a  good  breed 
of  horses,  and  in  all  that  he  undertakes  he  shows 
the  same  qualities  of  perseverance  and  determina- 
tion and  is  correspondingly  successful. 


-« $&$•'& 


ERMAN  HARDINGHAUS.  The  proprietor 
of  the  Northern  Brewery,  which  is  located 
in  Ann  Arbor,  was  born  in  Germany,  June 
Mi.  1846.  lie  is  the  youngest  son  of  Anton 
and  Gertrude  Hardinghaus,  the  former  having 
been  a  brewer  in  the  old  country.  Both  husband 
and  wife  lived  and  died  in  their  native  land. 
Reared  as  a  little  lad  in  his  native  town  he  grew 
in  strength  and  stature  until  he  was  did  enough 
to  attend  the  school,  commencing  his  student  life 
at  the  age  of  six  years.  lie  continued  in  the 
primary  school  until  ten  years  old  when  he  entered 
a  Gymnasium  and  there  remained  until  having 
reached  his  fourteenth  year. 

On  leaving  the  Gymnasium,  the  original  of  our 
sketch  entered  the  High  School  and  there  pursued 
a  course  of  higher  studies  for  one  year,  tie  then 
entered  a  brewing  establishment  in  order  I"  learn 
the  business  being  under  the  directorship  of  the 
superintendent  who  had  worked  for  his  father. 
Anticipating  a  broader  field  for  his  business  opera 
tions  our  subject  sailed  for  America,  landing  in 
New  York  City,  thence  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
direct,  where  he  worked  at  the  brewing  business 
and  remained  there  for  six  years.  From  the  latter 
place  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  lie  was 
engaged  in  the  same  business  for  two  years  and 
after  that  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in 
Ypsilanti,  being  among  the  first  to  launch  into  this 

business  in   this  portion  of  the    State. 

In  1884  Mr.  Hardinghaus  sold  oul   his  interests 


at  Ypsilanti  and  removed  to  Ann  Arbor,  the  fol- 
lowing year  starting  into  business  on    the  site  of 

his  present  stand,  lie  continued  in  the  old  build- 
ings  until    1886,  when   he  erected    the  fine  brick 

block  that  now  is  the  place  of  business  Of  the  brew- 
ing establishment.  It  is  a  building  38x53  feet  in 
dimensions  and  is  two  stories  in  height.  In  con- 
nection with  this  he  has  a  large  bottling  works, 
which  is  in  a  separate  building  erected  special!} 
for  the  purpose,  lie  manufactures  in  connection 
with  beer  a  superior  quality  of  ale  which  he  ships 
to  different  cities  and  towns. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  ill  1*71 
to  Miss  Rachel  Kalb.  of  Cincinnati.  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Hardinghaus  is  a  native  of  Indiana  and  is  ,-i  daugh- 
ter of  William  Kalh.  Esq.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harding- 
haus have  been  blest  by  the  advent  of  two  children 
— Cora  A.  and  Evelin  R.  Our  subject  is  a  member 
of  Franklin  Lodge  No.  262,  F.  &  A.  M..  and  also 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  Of  the 
societies  of  his  native  land  he  has  allied  himself 
with  the  Arheiier  Verein.  His  residence  is  located 
at  No.  7  Mill  Street.  It  is  a  substantial  structure. 
having  pleasant  surroundings  and  being  the  center 
of  a  happy  domesi [c  relation. 


AKYF.Y  CORNWELL.    The  industry  which 
is  occupying  at  the  present  lime    no   unim- 
portant place   in   commerce   in    the    United 
States  is  ably  represented  in  the  city  of  Ann 
Arbor  by  thegentleman  whose  name  appearsabove 

and  there  would  seem  no  better  site  for  such  an 
industry  that  here  within  easy  access  of  the  forests 
where  poplar  is  found  in  great  quantities  and  the 
best  qualities  of  straw  can  be  had  in  any  quantity 
from  the  neighboring  farmers.  Here  the 
grades  of  heavy  paper  are  made. 

Mr.  Cornwell   was  born   in    Fast     I  laddam.  (  'oil  11., 

November  I.  L820.  lie  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Ann  ( lira  dick  )  Cornwell,  who  were  both  natives  of 
(' lecticut,  but  later  settled  in    Orleans    County, 

N.  ~|  ..  where  they  pursued  the  calling  of  agricul- 
turists.     In     1836   they    removed  to  Michigan  and 
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located     in     Monro.'    (  ounl  \  .  \\  here    our    subject's 

father  died  in  1*7  1  while  in  Lis  seventy-fifth  year; 
his  wife  had  died  several  years  before.  Our  sub- 
jecl  is  the  second  son  and  child  in  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  nine  children.  Until  his  sixteenth 
year  he  passed  his  boyhood  and  school  days  in 
Orleans  County.  N.  Y..  filling  the  intervals  of  Ins 
school  duties  by  work  on  the  farm.  On  moving  to 
Michigan  with  his  parents  he  took  up  the  calling 
of  farming  and  followed  it  energetically  up  to 
1850,  when  he  took  a  trip  to  California,  spending 
two  years  in  that  State,  during  which  he  was  en- 
gaged in  gold  mining.  About  lxiu  he  engaged  in 
the  manufacturing  of  woolen  goods  with  Ins  two 
brothers  and  continued  that  until  the  mill  was 
consumed  by  fire  about   1880. 

Returning  to  Michigan  in  1852  our  subject  set- 
tled in  Washtenaw  County.  On  his  return  he  went 
into  business  in  the  wrapping-paper  mill  in  com- 
pany with  his  brothers.  I  lenr\  and  Cornelius  Corn- 
well,  the  mill  being  located  in  Ann  Arbor  Town- 
ship. For  many  years  Harvey  Cornwell  was 
connected  with  the  paper  mill  at  Ypsilanti.  which 
was  established  by  Cornwell  Bros,  in  L856,and  subse- 
quently changed  info  a  stuck  company,  of  which 
he  is  still  a  large  Stockholder.  lie  owns  a  half  in- 
terest in  the  Ann  Arbor  Paper  Mills,  which  have  a 
capacity  for  turning  out  three  tons  of  paper  in 
twenty-four  hours.  The  company  employs  twelve 
men  and  their  product  is  in  demand. 

Mr.  Cornwell  is  interested  in  the  pulp  mill  at 
Jackson,  Mich.,  and  he  is  also  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. Mr.  Cornwell  was  married  in  1855  to  Miss 
Alice  Shannon  of  this  county.  She  was  a  native  of 
Ireland  but  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by 
her  parents  when  a  child.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  the  parents  of  three  children,  whose  names  are 
Esther,  Wirt  anil  Jennie.  The  latter  is  the  wife  of 
I-;.  A.  Harrow. 

Our  subject  was  a  large  stockholder  ill  the  fann- 
ers and  Mechanics  Bank  of  Ann  Arbor  and  held  the 
position  of  Yice-1'residcnt  for  three  years;  he  is  a 
large  stockholder  in  the  Jackson  Pulp  Company  and 
a  member  of  the  Cornwell  Manufacturing  ( Company 
Located  on  Huron  River,  of  which  he  is  now  Vice- 
President.  Mr.  Cornwell  has  a  handsome  residence 
located  on    North   [ngalls   street.     It  is    built    of 


brick  and  fitted  ami  furnished  in  harmonj  with  it- 
exterior  and  imposing  dimensions.  Our  subject  is 
a  Republican  in  politic-.  The  familj  except  Mr. 
Cornwell  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 


^*T~ 


^* 


HRISTIAN  MARTIN  is  a  member  of  the 
(inn  of  Martin  &  Pischer, proprietors  of  the 
Western  Brewery,  at  Ann  Arbor,  having 
succeeded  to  the  Peter  Brehms  estate  in  1885.  Mr. 
Martin  is  a  native  of  Germany,  having  been  born 
in  Baden,  January  '2.  1854;  he  was  the  fifth  of  si\ 
children,  his  parents  being  Matthias  and  Therasia 
Martin.  His  father's  occupation  was  that  of  :i 
carpenter  and  contractor;  he  and  his  wife  both 
died  in  the  old  country,  the  father  in  1858  while 
his  wife  followed  him  in  1  S 7 4 .  Christian  Martin 
received  a  common-school  education  in  Baden,  his 
nativeplace.  On  attaining  his  seventeenth  year 
hi'  went  to  work  in  a  brewery  ill  which  he  remained 
but  a  short  time  when  he  sailed  for  these  United 
States.  ()n  reaching  New  York  City  he  went  di- 
rectly from  there  to  Battle  Creek.  Mich.,  in  which 
city  he  was  employed  by  John  Slahl  in  what  was 
then  known  as  the  City  Brewery.  With  them  lie 
remained  for  three  years  and  a  half  when  he  de- 
cided "to  move  to  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed by  Prank  Puck,  who  had  charge  of  the 
brewery,  with  whom  he  remained  for  nearly  three 
years,  then  worked  for  John  Frey,  also  owner  of  a 
brewerj . 

In  1880  Mr.  Martin  formed  a  partnership  with 
Mathias     Fischer,     which     constitutes     the     present 

firm.     They  do  a  general  brewing  business  and  are 

very  successful.  The  sales  arc  mostly  confined  to 
Washtenaw  County.  They  own  a  line  building 
two  stories  high  with  a  large  basement,  having 
some  three  or  four  wings.  It  i-  located  in  the 
western  part  of  the  city  on  West  Fourth  Street. 

Mr.  Martin  was  married  in  April  is.  [881  to 
Mi--  Amelia  C.  Glassnor  of  Battle  Creek.  She  i-  :> 
native  of  Barn  County  and  a  daughter  of  Charles 
Glassnor.  He  and  his  wife  arc  hoth  natives  of 
Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  have  four  children, 
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all  daughters;  Clara.  Emma,  Anna,  and  Ella.  Our 
subjecl  served  as  Alderman  in  the  Second  Ward 
for  live  years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen.  In  politics  lie  is  a 
Democrat,  and  resides  al  No.  15,  Fourth  Street. 


^~f^#3£# 


<fl        MLLIAM    F.   BREAKEY,    M.    I).,    of    Ann 
\/\//i     Arbor,    was    norn     '"      Bethel,     Sullivan 

V^  County.  X.  Y.,  ill  1835,  and  is  a  son  of 
Isaiah  and  Folly  (Lyon)  Breakey.  The  former 
was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  the  mother,  of  Con- 
necticut. The  family  trace  their  descent  from  the 
French  Huguenots.  <  hir  subject 's  father  emigrated 
to  this  country  from  the  North  of  Ireland  in   1820. 

lie  attended  the  common    and   academical    scl Is 

until  1852  when  he  entered  the  University  of 
Northern  Pennsylvania  at  Bethany,  having  secured 
means  to  pursue  his  college  course  by  teaching  for 
about  six  years  meantime  continuing  his  studies. 
After  finishing  his  college  course,  our  subject 
devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  medicine  for  one 
year  at  the  Albany  Medical  College,  lie  came  to 
Michigan  in  1857  and  entered  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan  from  which 
lie  graduated  in  1859  and  commenced  the  practice 
of  Ins  profession  at  Whitmore  Lake,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1862  when  he  volunteered  as  surgeon 
in  the  Army  of  the  Republic,  shortly  after  enter- 
ing the  Army  of  the  Potomac  as  Assistanl  Surgeon 
of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  and  was  on  duty  at  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Hun  and  at  Gettysburg. 

"In  May,  1864,  Dr.  Breakey  resigned  his  position 
in  the  army  and  coming  to  Ann  Arbor  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  medicine  where  he  has  built  up  a 
large  anil  remunerative  practice.  He  was  Assistant 
Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  L868-69  iu  the  Uni- 
versity of  .Michigan  and  since  1889  lie  has  been 
lecturer  on  Dermatology  and  since  1K(;.">  he  lias 
tilled  the  office  continuously  of  Examiner  of  Pen- 
sions, lie  is  a  member  of  the  County  and  State 
Medical    Societies    and    of    the     American     Medical 

Association. 

Dr.  Breakey  was  married  in    1862  to    Miss  .lane 


E.  Stevens,  of  Whitmore  Luke,  who  died  in  1879. 
Two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  both  of  whom 
are  living,  were  the  resull  of  this  marriage.  The 
Doctor  married  in  I  88  I  Miss  .Maria  Louise  Ren- 
ville, of  New  York  City.  Our  subject  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a 
believer  in  prohibition  as  an  antidote  for  the  evils 
of  intemperance  where  it  will  prohibit,  but,  not 
Otherwise,  while  he  is  an  active  advocate  of 
temperance  as  well  in  theory  as  practice.  Casting 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  John  ('.  Fremont  in 
1856,  he  has  ever  been  a  stanch  member  of  the  Re- 
publican party  and  takes  an  active  part  in  both 
State  and   National  politics. 

The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  Welsh  Post.  No.  137, 
G.  A.  R.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Michigan  Com- 
mandery  and  Loyal  Legion,  lie  has  a  line  frame 
residence  at  No.  .">  I  N.  Huron  Street  and  here  tin' 
best  class  of  people  in  the  city  are  hospitabh 
received  by  the  gracious  host  and  hostess  who  de- 
light in  pleasant  converse  of  an  elevated  character. 


6HARLES  E.  CHANDLER,  This  gentleman 
who  is  now  carrying  on  a  flourishing  livery 
business  in  Chelsea  and  who  accomodates 
the  public  by  running  omnibuses  to  the  lake  and 
to  the  fair  ground,  was  born  in  Alstead,  N.  II. 
March  23,  1838.  His  parents,  Lyman  and  Mary  A. 
(Glover)  Chandler  were  natives  of  New  Hampshire 
and  the  father  had  studied  medicine  but  never  de- 
voted himself  to  its  practice,  lie  was  also  a  mer- 
chant and  a  manufacturer  and  owned  a  farm  in 
New  1  lampslnre  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years.  He  was  Township  Clerk  for  a  number 
of  years  besides  filling  other  local  offices,  lie  was 
an  ardent  temperance  advocate  and  a  man  of  huge 
reading  and  information,  and  positive  in  his  views. 
His  death  was  lout;  mourned  and  he  was  a  man 
who  was  highly  respected.      His  widow  still   resides 

at  Walpole  with  her  daughter. 

Lyman  Chandler  was  a  son  of  .lames  and   Abigail 
(  Vilas)  (  handler,  natives  of  New  Hampshire,  where 

they  carried  on  a  farm.     Abigail  Chandler  was  the 
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firsl  scl 1  teaclier  in  the  townsliip  of  Alstead,  and 

the  log  scl tliouse  in    which   she  taughl    had  but 

one  light  in    i  1  s   walls   and    thai    was  in    the  d 

James  Chandler  held  various  local  offices  and  he 
and  his  good  wife  had  a  large  family  who  were 
well  educated  as  their  mother  gave  them  instruc- 
tion at  home  supplementary  to  what  thej  received 
in  the  schools.  lie  was  of  English  descent  and  a 
Republican  in    politics. 

The  mother  of  our  subjeel  was  a  daughter  of  <  ol. 
Edward  and  Mary  (  Blake)  Clover,  NewEnglanders 
by  birth.  They  lived  and  died  in  N™  Hampshire. 
Edward  Clover  owned  several  farms  and  besides 
managing  them  carried  cm  a  wagon  manufactoi'3 
as  he  was  a  mechanic.  They  were  of  English  des- 
cenl  and  were  the  parents  of  four  children.  Their 
daughter    Mary,     the     mother     of    our    subject, 

like  her  ther,  had   four  children,  namely:    Our 

subject,  Henry,  Julia  A.  (Mrs.  Fred  Wier)  and 
Walter  L.  Charles  Chandler  was  educated  at  the 
common  schools  and  the  High  Schools  of  Westmin- 
ster and  taughl  for  two  terms  in  New  Hampshire 
when  only  seventeen  years  old. 

This  young  man's  firsl  Western  trip  brought  him 
id  Detroit  where  he  worked  in  the  grocery  business 
but  returned  to  New  Hampshire  in  1857  and  there 
assisted  on  the  home  farm.  He  was  married  on  the 
26th  of  April,  1859,  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Ellwell  of 
Bangdon,  N.  H.  daughter  of  lion.  Samuel  K.  and 
Candice  A.  (Huntoon)  Ellwell,  both  natives  of 
New  Hampshire.  Mr.  Ellwell  was  a  mechanic  by 
trade  but  is  now  retired  from  business  and  still 
lives  in  New  Hampshire, and  is  well-known  through- 
out this  region  as  a  sturdy  Republican  who  held 
many  responsible  offices.  Mrs.  Chandler  is  his  only 
child,  lie  i-  a  I '  ni  versalist  in  religion  and  is  a  son 
of  Samuel  and  Electa  (Jennett)  Ellwell,  New  Ham- 
pshire farmers  who  had  a  fainih    of   five  children. 

The    maternal   grandparents    of   Mrs.  Chandlei 

were  Lemuel    and  Sybil  (Palmer)  Hunt i,  both 

natives  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the  parents  of  seven 
children.  Mr.  llnntoon  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade 
and  a  Democrat  in  his  political  belief.  Alter  mar- 
riage our  subject  farmed  for  some  two  years  and 

then  took  up  the  blacksmith's  trade  which  he  fol- 
lowed both  in  the  Easl  ami  in  the  West  coming  to 
Michigan  in  1*77  and  settling at  Chelsea  where  he 


carried  on  both  blacksmithing  and   wagon  making. 

Ill    1878  he  bought   the  house    where    he    now     lives 

and  on  the  north  side  of  the  railroad  boughl  a  black- 
smith and  wagon  shop.  He  has  a  familj  of  three 
children  —  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Timothy  Drislane,  who  has 
two  children  Marj  1!.  ami  Jonathan  C;  William 
(  .  died  in  infancy:  Belle  A.  who  Is  a  graduate 
of  the  High  school  iii  1888,  and  has  taughl  for  two 
years  and  Certrude  s.  Mr.  Chandler  is  a  stanch 
Republican  in  his  political  views  ami  one  of  the 
mosl  reliable  men  in  the  village  of  Chelsea. 


-  ■■■%-?-%■■:  —  *- 


HARLES  A.  BULLARD.  ■•The  Sons  of 
Veterans"  in  the  late  Civil  War  arc  proud 
ol'  their  fathers'  records    anil    glad  to  claim 

descent  from  those  who  helped  to  bring  our  nation 
through  troublous  and  uncertain  times.  In  like 
manner  the  son-  of  pioneers  promlU  lay  claim  to  de- 
scent from  those  who.  though  hardships  and  priva- 
tions, toils  and  suffering,  of  which  we  can  form  but 
an  imperfect  idea,  have  helped  to  develop  the  re- 
sources of  Michigan. 

Amos  Bullanl.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  one 

of  these  pioneers  whose  storj  w  e  are  glad  to  re- 
count, lie  was  born  in  Atbol.  Mass..  in  1809,  and 
was  a  son  of  Amos  l!n Hard.  Sr..  w  In  >  kept  a  tavern  in 
that  town.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a 
widow- when  united  with  Amos  Bullard  in  mar- 
riage, being  Mrs.  Harriet  (Brown)  Graham,  a  na- 
tive of  Onondaga,  N.  V..  and  was  born  in  1822. 
The  father  of  our  subjeel  came  to  DetroB  in  1830, 
inn  returned  to  New  York  the  same  fall,  and  the 
following  year  again  came  to  Michigan  and  located 
on  sections  30  and  31,  of  Sharon  Township.  He 
was  then  a  .single  man  and  was  the  lir-t  settler  on 
t  hi   tli  bend  of  the  Raisin  River  and  the  third  in 

the      township,     the     two     who     were      hen      before 

him  having  come  two  weeks  and  ten  days  previous, 
respectively. 

The  young  man  secured  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acre-  of  entirely  unbroken  and  undisturbed 
i err i tory  and  proceeding  t"  fell  the  trees  he  erected 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


157 


a  Log  bouse.  Indians  abounded  and  in  most  cases 
were  friendly,  but  on  one  occasion  he  was  pursued 
by  a  baiid  of  savages  who  had  been  rendered  wild 
by  "fire-water."  In  the  midst  of  the  savages  and  the 
wild  animals  he  lived  for  five  years,  but  lie  did 
not  live  there  through  all  this  time  alone  as  lie 
took  to  himself  a  wife  on  6th  of  September,  1832, 
being  then  joined  in  marriage  with  Cornelia 
Barker,  who  was  horn  .May  31.  1812.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  none  of  whom  are 
Living  now,  except  the  eldest.  Minerva,  who  isnow 
a  widow,  Mrs.  Walcott,  and  has  two  children. 
She  was  born  September  3,  1833,  being  thus  the 
first  white  child  horn  in  this  township. 

Mr.  Bnllard 's  house  was  the  second  erected 
within  the  confines  of  this  township  and  he  was 
the  very  first  to  set  out  that  eminently  useful  and 
ornamental  adjunct  of  a  farm — an  orchard.  In 
the  course  of  time  he  sold  out  his  farm  and  bought 
the  Hallet  Smith  place,  hut  after  a  short  time 
traded  that  for  a  portion  of  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives.  lie  then  removed  to  an  eighty-acre  lot  on 
section  32,  and  in  the  course  of  foitr  days  had 
built  for  his  family  a  log  house  and  was  settled  in 
it.  There  they  lived  for  four  years  and  then  lo- 
cated upon  his  present  farm  where  his  son  now 
lives,  which  property  lie  had  entered  from  the 
Government  in  1831.  This  tract  consisted  of  two 
hundred  and  sixty-five  acres,  of  which  he  cleared 
off  one  hundred  acres  besides  clearing  the  timber 
from  four  other  farms  in  this  vicinity,  lie  was 
bereaved  by  the  death  of  his  wife  November  4, 
1861. 

The  second  wife  of  Amos  Bullard,  Jr.,  and  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  was  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Laura  (Thayer)  Brown,  the  former  being  a  native 
of  Massachusetts  and  the  latter  of  New  York,  in 
which  State  they  were  married  and  resided  through 
life.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  two 
of  whom  have  now  passed  to  the  other  world  and 
Mrs.  Bullard  is  the  youngest  of  the  family  being 
horn  December  11,  1822,  in  New  York.  She  was 
married  in  1847  to  Moses  Graham  of  New  York, 
school  teacher  for  some  time  in  Niles,  Mich.,  hut 
who  returned  to  New  York  where  he  made  his 
home  until  death.  Their  two  children  are  Helen 
E..  now  Mrs.    F.   Gillett    and    the    mother  of  three 


children,  and  Mary  T.,  now  the  wife  of  Addis  C. 
Gillett,  who  lives  in  Gratiot  County,  and  has  two 
children. 

After  the  marriage  of  the  parents  of  our  subject 
which  took  place  August  15,  1862,  they  made 
their  home  upon  the  farm  where  they  now  reside 
and  here  was  born  to  them  one  child,  our  subject, 
who  came  to  them  September  2s.  1864.  The  father 
passed  from  earth's  activities  May  11,  1889.  He 
was  a  hard  worker  and  a  successful  farmer  and  had 
a  more  than  ordinary  muscular  development,  be- 
ing able  to  successfully  undertake  many  tasks 
which  were  too  much  for  most  of  his  neighbors. 

Amos  Bullard  was  a  Democrat  until  after  the 
election  of  1840,  when  he  became  a  Whig,  lie 
helped  to  organize  this  township,  and  to  lay  out 
all  the  roads  in  this  locality  and  was  an  officer  in 
the  Toledo  War.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
Sharon  Township,  and  a  man  who  was  ever  deeply 
interested  in  local  matters  of  importance  and  es- 
pecially in  educational  progress.  He  gave  to  his 
children  the  best  schooling  that  could  he  obtained 
for  them  without  sending  them  away  from  home, 
and  the  district  school  and  the  High  School  gave 
Charles  Bullard  a  thorough  grounding  in  the  fun- 
damentals of  learning. 

Mr.  Charles  A.  Bullard  has  always  remained  at 
home  and  has  devoted  himself  to  carrying  on  his 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres,  thirty 
acres  of  which  he  has  himself  cleared  and  has 
placed  upon  it  all  excellent  improvements.  He 
married  on  Chistmas  Day.  1  HH3.  Miss  Luella  Milieu, 
a  daughter  of  Philo  B.  .Milieu,  who  resides  in  the 
village  of  Manchester.  She  was  born  June  25, 
1864,  and  was  granted  by  her  parents  an  excellent 
education  both  in  domestic  knowledge  and  school 
lore.  After  graduating  at  the  Manchester  High 
School  she  taught  f  >r  one  year.  She  has  only  one 
child,  Chauney  A.,  bom  April  Id.  1889.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist.  Episcopal  Church  and 
an  earnest,  worker  in  its  charities  and  efforts.  Mr. 
Bullard  Is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  of 
which  he  is  the  business  agenl  and  he  has  always 
been  a  Republican  in  his  political  affiliations. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  hatter  bj  trade 
and  when  hi'  came  to  Michigan  lie  brought  with 
him  a  stock  of  hats  and  hill     material,    but  did  not 
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.■it  the  time  find  any  call  to  warrant  him  entering 
upon  the  pursuil  of  his  trade  and  he  never  wenl 
into  business.  There  is  a  small  lake  upon  this 
farm  and  upon  ii  may  be  seen  an  old  raft  ina  well 
preserved  condition,  which  li.-is  floated  therefor 
sixty  years.  In  the  early  days  il  was  used  for 
fishing  purposes  and  the  firsl  time  il  was  used  for 
thai  purpose,  the  father  of  our  subject  and  a  neigh- 
bor, who  had  assisted  in  its  building,  caughl  in 
thirty  minutes  n  half  bushel  of  fish. 


~x  Illl.o  (.  Al.l'IN.  deceased.     The  residents  of 
)    Michigan    who  came    hither   from    Canada, 

S  have  almost  withoul  exception  proved  them- 
selves most  worthy  citizens  and  members  of 
society.  The  older  class,  who  are  now  passingfrom 
the  activities  of  life,  bave  a  large  number  who 
thus  emigrated,  and  among  them  was  he  of  whom 
we  now  write,  who  was  born  in  Canada  in  1804. 
lie  was  one  of  a  family  of  six  children  born  to 
Nathan  and  Flora  Galpin,  natives  of  Connecticut. 
Nathan  Galpin  removed  to  Canada  about  the  be- 
ginning of  this  century,  and  when  the  War  of  1X12 
broke  out  he  left  bis  property  there  and  returned 
to  the  1'nited  states,  locating  in  Now  York, and  in 
1831  he-  came  to  Michigan,  where  he  died  about 
the  year-  L870. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were  Na- 
than. .Mitchell.  Lyman.  Flora  (Mrs.  Stiles),  and 
lrena  (Mrs.  Conlev  Bates).  Philo  Galpin  married 
.lane  Townsend.  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Freeman  P.;  Aurilla,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Edwin  Curtis,  and  died  leaving  one  child. 
Adelhcrt;  Susannah,  who  became  Mrs.  ().  A.  Sober, 
and  is  now  deceased;  and  Eliza  Ann.  the  wife  of 
Arthur  (  overt. 

Freeman  P.  Galpin  was  bora  in  Monroe  County, 
\.  V..  in  1825,  and  came  to  where  he  now  resides 
in  1832,  and  has  since  made  this  place  his  home, 
lie  was  firsl  married  in  1845,  to  Miss  Elmira  Pray, 
by  whom  lie  had  three  children, Philo, Maurice  and 
Franklin.  In  is;,:;  Mrs.  Galpin  died,  and  Mr. Gal- 
pin afterward  was  united  in  marriage   with    Mary, 


daughter  of  Samuel  Ruthruff,  and  bj  this  union 
have  Keen  born  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are 
still  living — William, Linus, Minnie  Ella  and  May. 
Mi-,  and  Mrs.  I-'.  P.  Galpin  are  both  members  of  Hie 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Their  oldest  -on. 
William,  is  an  Episcopal  minister,  a  graduate  of 
Ann   Arbor,  and  a  young  man  of  promise. 

lie  of  wh we  write  Idled  nearly  all  the  nl! 

within  the  gift  of  the  people  of  his  town-hip.  and 
was    an    earnest    advocate   of    the    principles  Of  the 

Republican  party.  Ileowneda  farm  of  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  a-  line  land  a- can  lie  found 
within  the  confines  of  Washtenaw  County.  Samuel 
Ruthruff,  the  father  of  the  presenl  Mrs.  F.  P.  Gal- 
pin, was  horn  in  Pennsylvania,  about  the  war 
1801,  and  married  Susanna  Frain,  by  whom  he  had 
thirteen  children,  twelve  of  whom  are  still  living. 
They  came  to  Washtenaw  County  in  the  Territorial 
days,  and  here  passed  the  remainder  of  their  allot- 
ted time  on  earth.  Mrs.  Ruthruff's  father  was  also 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  here,  having  conn-  to  the 
county  in  1835,  two  years  previous  to  the  coming 
of  the  Ruthruffs,  and  it  was  for  him  that  Frain 
Lake  was  named,  as  he  was  a  farmer  in  that  vicin- 
ity. 


^F 
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jUVA)  C.  ANDREWS.  With  the  historj  of 
[— (5)  the  growth  and  success  of  the  Yp-ilanti 
Dress  stay  Manufacturing  Company  and  of 
the  Scharf  Tag  Label  and  Box  Company,  the  resi- 
dents of  Washtenaw  County  are  all  familiar.  Il  is 
admitted  by  everyone  that  the  high  position  now 
occupied  by  these  organizations  is  due  to  a  great 
extent  to  the  efforts  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces    these    paragraphs.      He    possesses    tho.-e 

qualifications  of  mind  which  arc  essential  to  emi- 
nent success  in  business,  and  to  these  he  ha-  added 

a  decided  personality  and  keen  insightinto  matters 
of  importance.  A  man  of  recognized  ability  and 
liberal  ideas,  he  occupies  a  high  place  in  the  esteem 
of  hi-  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Vndrews  is  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  having 
been  born  April  17.  1856.  Hi-  native  place  wa- 
Attiea,  N.  1'.,  although  he  passed  in  that  city  Onlj 
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the  first  four  years  of  his  Life.  At  thai  age  lie  was 
brought  by  his  parents,  Charles  C.  and  Susan 
(Gardner)  Andrews,  to  Macomb  County,  Mich., 
whence  after  a  short  sojourn  he  came  with  them  to 
Oakland  County.  For  many  years  the  parents  re- 
sided at  Rochester  where  the  father  was  proprietor 
of  a  flouring  mill.  Afterward  he  removed  to  De- 
troit and  there  he  still  lives,  actively  engaged  in 
business.  He  is  a  man  of  progressive  ideas  and 
upright  character,  and  the  worthy  life  which  he  has 
lived  entitles  him  to  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  mostly 
obtained  at  the  High  School  of  Rochester,  and 
when  ready  to  start  out  in  life  for  himself  he  en- 
tered Goldsmith's  Business  College  at  Detroit. 
In  the  spring  of  1M7.">  he  obtained  a  position  with 
I-'.,  15.  Smith  &  Co.,  wholesale  and  retail  book 
and  stationery  dealers.  Mr.  Andrews  remained  in 
the  office  of  this  firm  and  their  successors  in  busi- 
ness for  more  than  seven  years,  when  he  became  an 
employe  in  the  Commercial  National  Bank  of  De- 
troit. There  he  remained  for  over  live  years,  oc- 
cupying several  positions  and  gaining  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  banking  business.  In  l<ss7  he 
came  to  Ypsilanti  to  engage  with  the  Dress  Stay 
Manufacturing  Company  and  take  the  position  of 
confidential  clerk  until  the  organization  of  the 
company  in  1889. 

At  the  above-mentioned  date  .Mr.  Andrews  was 
elected  to  the  position  he  now  occupies.  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  of  the  company,  and  he  is  also  a 
Director  in  both  companies.  lie  was  one  of  the 
originators  of  the  Scharf  'lag  Label  and  Box  Com- 
pany, which  was  formerly  a  Toledo  firm.  Although 
his  time  is  very  closely  occupied  with  the  duties  of 
his  position,  Mi'.  Andrews  gives  considerable  atten- 
tion to  outside  enterprises,  being  interested  in  the 
Detroit  Bank,  and  in  the  Ann  Arbor  and  Ypsilanti 
Street  Railway.  The  latter  enterprise  has  been 
calculated  to  unite  the  diversified  interests  of  the 
two  cities  and  draw  them  together  for  all  time  to 
come.  Politically  Mr.  Andrews  has  not  given  any 
attention  to  office  seeking  but  casts  his  ballol  lor 
those  men  whom  he  believes  most  fitted  to  subserve 
the  interests  of  the  citizens. 

On    January     II.    1882,    Mr.    Andrews    and    Miss 


Chellie  L.  Bowling,  of  Detroit,  were  united  in 
marriage,  and  of  this  union  two  children  have  been 
born,  named  Chellie  Lorena  and  Fred  C,  deceased. 
The  social  position  occupied  by  this  estimable  fam- 
ily is  very  high  and  the  various  members  stand 
well  in  the  community  where  they  reside. 
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«*  APT.  WALTER  P.  BEACH.     The  subject  of 
this  sketch,    whose  portrait  is   presented  on 


another  page,  is  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the 
second  district  of  Ypsilanti  and  also  Notary  Public, 
besides  working  in  the  lire  insurance  business.  He 
was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  January  21,  1822.  I  lis 
lather.  George  Beach,  was  also  born  in  Hartford. 
where  he  was  President  of  the  old  Phoenix  Bank 
for  over  fifty  years  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  look  place  in  1861,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  His  politics  were  with  the  Whig 
party  and  in  religion  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  lie  was  of  English  descent,  his 
grandfather  having  come  from  England  with  two 
brothers,  they  settling  in  Connecticut,  New  York 
and  Ohio,  respectively.  I  lis  mother,  Harriet  Brad- 
ley, was  born  in  Hartford  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Richard  Bradley,  who  was  in  the  jewelry  business 
there.     She  died  in  her  native  place  in  1826. 

Fourteen  children  were  born  to  the  parents  of 
our  subject,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living,  most  of 
them  in  Hartford.  Our  subject  is  the  seventh  of 
this  large  family  and  was  reared  and  received  his 
earn  education  in  Hartford,  until  his  thirteenth 
year.  Being  of  a  venturesome  spirit  he  went  to  sea 
on  a  whaler  that  was  named  "John  ami  Elizabeth". 
They  sailed  from  New  London,  he  going  as  one  of 
the  crew.  The  cruise  lasted  two  and  one-half 
years  in  the  South  seas  and  Indian  Ocean,  bring- 
ing back  a  large  cargo  of  oil  and  whalebone.  Some 
six  months  later  he  shipped  in  a  merchant  vessel 
before  the  mast.  He  remained  ten  months  Oil  that 
vessel.     On    their    trip  to  Calcutta    the    Captain 

died,  when    our    subject    became  second    mate.      In 

this  capacity  he  made  several  trips   between    New 

York  anil   Liver] 1,  in  the  mean  time  Inning  been 

promoted   to   first   male,     lie  made  some  tin  trips 
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in  those  merchant  vessels  and  afterward  was  en- 
gaged in  the  New  Orleans  and  Wesl  1 1 1 •  I i :>  trade. 
In  1843  In- went  to  Soiiih  America  as  mate  of  a 
ship,  .-iiiil  thence  back  to  Boston.  Our  subjecl  was 
wrecked  off  the  south  coast  of  Cuba,  whare  the 
vessel  was  lost  but  tin' crew  wen- .-ill  saved  but  one. 
In  1845  he  gave  up  the  sea-faring  life  having  had 
his  feet  and  hands  frozen. 

In  1845  Mr.  Beach  came  to  Michigan,  settling 
in  Alinniii.  Lapeer  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
merchandising  for  about  nineteen  years.  In  1863 
lie  sold  out  :inil  enlisted  in  the  late  war.  He 
raised  (  ompany  F,  Tenth  Michigan  Infantry.  of 
which  company  lie  was  made  Captain  at  Flint.  He 
went  South  iii  the  spring  of  1864,  and  it  Corinth 
was  taken  sick  and  remained  in  the  hospital  sev- 
eral weeks  after  which  he  resigned  and  went  to 
Lake  Superior  for  his  health,  remaining  there 
a  while  and  in  the  spring  of  1865cameto  Ypsilanti 
and  bought  a  residence  on  Summit  Street. 

He  engaged  in  the  fire  insurance  business  at  De- 
troit, continuing  until  1*72.  He  then  spent  one 
year  up  the  lake  and  at  St.  Paul  as  State  Agent  of 
the  iEtna  Fire  Insurance  Company,  then  back  to 
Huron  Bay,  Lake  Superior.  He  traded  in  real 
estate  there  and  owned  considerable  property.  In 
1889  he  came  to  this  city,  engaging  in  the  in- 
surance business  in  the  office  with  his  son-in-law. 
Frank  Joslyn,  until  he  moved  to  Muskegon,  when 
Our  subject  bought  out  his  interest.  He  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  June,  1891,  the  same  month 
in  which  he  was  appointed  Notary  Public,  (apt. 
Beach  represents  six  insurance  companies  named  as 
follows:  The  American  Lire.  Liberty  Fire,  Phoenix 
of  Brooklyn.  London  Assurance.  .Manchester  of 
England  and  North  British  Mercantile  of  England. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Hartford.  Conn.,  in 
L845,  to  Miss  Martha  Starry,  who  was  horn  in 
Dover.  N.  II.  She  died  in  ypsilanti.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  the  result  of  this  marriage:  Walter,  resid- 
ing in  New  Orleans:  William,  in  Southern  Cali- 
fornia; Harriet,  now  Mis.  Obersl  of  Ypsilanti: 
Kate,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Joslyn,  of  Muskegon;  Helen, 
Mrs.  Dvirt  of  Ypsilanti;  Lizzie,  at  home;  George, 
in  the  United  States  Navy,    on    board  the  flagship 

-Chicago". 

Our  subjecl  was  a  second  time  married  in  Hart- 


ford. April,  L876,  to  Miss  Maria  Skinner,  a  native 
of  Hartford.  He  has  held  many  offices  of  trust. 
At  Almonthe  was  Constable,  was  Sheriff  of  Lapeer 
Countj  for  two  years,  and  Deputy  United  'stair- 
Marshal  under  Knox,  for  the  Eastern  District. 
He  is  a  Knight  Templar  and  a  member  of  the  Free 

and  Accepted   Ma S  at    Almont.    which  he  helped 

to  organize  and  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  at 
Romeo.  lie  joined  the  (onimaiideiy  at  Pontiac. 
then     helped     to    organize    the    Commandery    at 

Romeo.  Having  given  up  the  charier  there,  he 
afterward  joined  at  Detroit,  lie  is  a  demitted 
member  of  those  lodges.  In  politic-  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat. His  wife  i-  an  earnest  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Chinch. 


•&-M-H+- 
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\  AVID  W.  PALMER  is  a  farmer  residing 
on  section  It!.  He  was  born  in  Bolun- 
town  Township,  Windham  County,  Conn., 
June  5,  1807.  His  father,  Joseph  Palmer, 
was  aiso  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  devoted  him- 
self to  general  farming  and  dairying.  In  1810  he 
removed  to  Madison  County.  N.  Y.  and  there  en- 
gaged in  the  farming  business.  He  came  to  Mich- 
igan in  1851  and  died  when  lie  had  reached  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  served  during  the 
War  of  1812  and  was  a  noble  man  and  a  true 
Christian  and  almost  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  His  father,  Joseph  Palmer,  was  also 
a  native  of  Connecticut  and  a  fanner  by  occupa- 
tion, while  our  subject's  great-grandfather,  Joseph 
Palmer,  was  a  son  of  a  celebrated  physician  prac- 
ticing many  years  in  his  native  state,  coining 
thither  from    England. 

(tin-  subject's  mother  was,  prior  to  her  marriage. 
MlSS  Abigail  Wheeler,  also  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut when'  she  was  reared.  She  died  at  the  age  of 
about  sixt\  years.  Her  father.  David  Wheeler. 
was  a  fanner  m  Connecticut.  He  of  whom  we 
write  was  one  of  four  children  born  to  his  parent-, 
three  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
attain  manhood  and  woman  hood  and  having  reared 
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families  for  themselves.  ( >f  these  only  one  brother, 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  now  living-  besides 
our  subject,  that  is,  Russell  D.  Palmer,  who  resides 
in  Jackson  County. 

Our  subject  is  the  oldest  child  born  to  his  par- 
ents. He  was  only  three  years  of  age  when  Ins 
father  moved  to  New  York.  He  was  educated  at 
Hamilton  College,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  lie 
taught  school  after  finishing  his  education  in  New 
York  State  for  ten  years,  and  after  coming  to  Mich- 
igan he  continued  teaching  for  seven  years  and 
during  his  experience  in  this  direction  had  many 
pupils,  some  of  whom  have  distinguished  them- 
selves in  various  ways.  Major-General  Fiske  was 
one  of  his  pupils,  also  Charles  M.  Felton,  recently 
elected  Senator  of  California.  Wirt  Dexter,  n  ow 
deceased,  and  at  one  time  a  celebrated  lawyer  of 
Chicago,  attended  school  under  him.  Our  subject 
came  to  Michigan  in  October,  1836,  proceeding 
directly  to  Washtenaw  County,  where  lie  arrived 
the  1st  of  November,  lie  began  his  school  in 
Clinton,  Lenawee  County,  in  1843,  and  during  his 
residence  here  took  up  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  from  the  Government  where  lie  now  resides. 
He  purchased  a  little  loghouse  20x24  feet  in  di- 
mensions, for  which  he  paid  15.  This  lie  moved 
upon  his  farm  and  then  went  to  work  to  clear  up 
the  place.  1  Ie  built  about  one  mile  of  oak  rail  fence 
and  used  six  yoke  of  oxen  to  one  plow  in  order  to 
break  the  ground.  He  took  nineteen  loads  of  stumps 
on  a  hay  rack  from  one  acre  of  land. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Madison  County, 
X.  Y.  to  Miss  Flora  L.  Randall,  a  native  of  that 
State — one  son  is  the  issue   of   this    union.   Francis 

M.;  he  resides  in  this  townshi] a   farm.     Mrs. 

Flora  Palmer  died  in  .Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1833.  lie  contracted  a  second  marriage  with  lii^ 
wife's  sister  in  1837.  Her  maiden  name  was  Phi- 
delia  I).  Randall,  and  she  was  also  a  native  of  Mad- 
ison County,  N.  Y„  and  there  born  .lime  :i.  1820, 
being  the  youngest  of  eight  children,  comprising 
four  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  the  daughter  of 
Roswell  and  l'riscilla  (Morgan)  Randall,  who  were 
natives  of  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Palmer's  father  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  and  the  mother  when  six- 
ty-eight years  old.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  .led- 
ediah  Morgan  was  in  the  Revolutionary    War  and 


was  under  Col.  Ledyard.  Her  father  served  as  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  War  of  1812  and  her  grand- 
father, Philander  Randall,  was  in  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  par- 
ents of  six  children,  there  being  four  sons  and  two 
daughters.  They  are  Flora  ('.,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  Henry  Calhoun  of  Bridge  water  Township;  Dr.  F. 
N.  of  Brooklyn.  Jackson  County,  this  State;  the 
Doctor  is  a  graduate  of  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  Ann  Arbor.  He  has  one  son, 
Fredrick  W.,  who  is  attending  school  at  Ann  Arbor. 
Albert  F.  i-  a  merchant  at  Yates  Center.  Kan.;  he 
married  Ella  Chillis  anil  is  the  father  of  three 
daughters  and  one  son.  They  are  Abbie  F..  Nellie 
F.,  Eric  O.  and  Iva.  Henry  P.  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried; his  first  wife  was  Miss  MarySelover.  By  that 
marriage  there  was  one  daughter,  Gertrude.  Mrs. 
Henry  Palmer  died  in  April.  1879.  lie  then  mar- 
ried Eliza  R.  English.  There  is  by  this  union  one 
son  whose  name  is  1).  Whitney.  Addie  S.  is  the 
wife  of  Arthur  .1.  Lowery;  they  are  the  parents  of 
three  children — Albert  A.,  Emmet  and  Boy  P. 
Ara  11.  is  station  agent  at  Brooklyn.  He  married 
Florine  Woodard  and  is  the  father  of  two  daugh- 
ters, Louisa   F.  and  Adne  11. 

Our  subject  while  in  New  York  State  served  in 
Several  public  offices.      He  was  School  Inspector  for 

ten  years  and  on  first  coming  to  Michigan  was  s , 

appointed  to  the  same  office;  hi'  also  served  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  nine  years  and  was  then  made 
Town  Clerk,  which  office  he  has  Idled  for  thirty- 
six  years.  For  seventeen  years  be  was  Secretary  of 
the  Southern  Washtenaw  Insurance  Company  and 
for  twentv-five  years  was  Notary  Public. 


G= 


I — 7KANCIS  J.  FREEMAN.  A  representative 
I— (<j\  and  leading  citizen,  and  one  of  the  pioneers 
11  of   this  section,  our  subject    resides  en   sec- 

tion 1  I.  Ypsilanti  Township,  this  countj  .  of  which 
he  is  also  a  native.  He  was  born  November  28, 
1832,  and    is   a   son  of    Adan  and    Fliuira  (Mason) 


I  I'll 
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Freeman.  Adan  Freeman,  the  falher  of  our  sub- 
ject, emigrated  to  Michigan  and  located  in  this 
county  aboul  1831,  a1  which  time  lie  entered  a 
tract  of  Governmenl  land  in  rpsilanti  Township, 
securing  eight]  acres  for  $1.25  per  acre.  .After  a 
long  residence  upon  his  place  during  which  time 
lie  greatl]  improved  it,  lie  died  aboul  1866,  his 
decease  leaving  a  space  thai  could  never  be  tilled, 
nut  only  in  his  familj    bul  in  the  community. 

( >f  a  large  famil]  born  to  the  parents  the  follow- 
ing survive:  Frederick,  Francis  J.,  Minerva,  Walter, 
Levi  S.  and  Lucinda.  Frederick  resides  in  Waj  ne 
County,  this  State;  Minerva  i-  the  wife  of  Nicholas 
Joslyn,  of  Gratiol  County,  this  state:  Walter  lives 
in  Dearborn  County;  Levi  S.,  in  Ypsilanti  Town- 
ship and  Lucinda  is  the  wife  of  John  Waterbury,of 
Vpsilanti  Township. 

The  father  of  our  subjeel  settled  in  the  midsl  oC 
the  forest  and  soon  became  inured  to  the  hard- 
ships of  pioneer  life.  The  sterling  fibre  of  his 
nature  would  not,  however,  permil  him  to  relin- 
quish his  hold  upon  the  advantages  that  he  here 
saw  before  him.  He  was  a  strong  Republican  in 
polities  and  in  early  days  was  prominent  as  an  or- 
ganizer and  leader  in  local  official  affairs. 

F.  J.  Freeman,  he  of  whom  we  write,  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  the  locality  in  which  he  now  lives. 
Ih  knows  thoroughly  the  meaning  of  pioneer  life, 
as  he,  himself,  has  cleared  up  a  large  amount  of 
land,  hewing  down  the  tree-  and  laboriously  burn- 
ing out  the  stumps  in  order  to  gel  tin-  -oil  in  shape 
for  planting.  He  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the 
three  R's  in  the  districl  school  of  his  native  town- 
ship and  was  theie  equipped  for  a  practical  struggle 
with  the  affairs  of  life.  lie.  like  most  Americans,  is 
a  well-posted  and  well-read  man. and  converses  in- 
telligently on  the  leading  topic.- of  the  day.  lie 
lias  been  a  life-lone  farmer  and  has  made  a  sue  ess 
of  his  calling,  bringing  the  whole  strength  of  his 
mental  ability    to  licai'  upon  hi-  life  work. 

January  I.  1862,  the  original  of  our  -ketch  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  K.  Covert,  a  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham Covert,  an  earl]  settler  of  Washtenavs  County. 
By  this  union  our  subjeel  and  his  estimable  wife 
arc  the  parents  of  two  children — Nellie  J.  and 
Archie  C.  The  former  is  the  wife  of  W  ilia  id  (.. 
Wiard.     Mr.  Freeman  i-  the  owner  of  one  hundred 


and  sixt]  acres  of  land,  which  handsome  property 
he  has  acquired  bj  his  own  exertions.  Our  subjeel 
has  served  in  several  official  capacities.  He  was 
School  I  )i rector  and  ha-  ever  striven  to  encourage 
high  aspirations  and  aims  in  this  particular  direc- 
tion, lie  and  hi-  wife  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  and  arc  potent  factor-  in  the  Social 
life  of  the  community.  lie  i-  a  Republican  in 
politics,  a  public-spirited  and  generous-minded 
man  who  finds  favor  among  all  classes  of  people. 
He  ha-  been  interested  in  the  clearing  up  of  two 
farms  and  ha-  accomplished  aboul  as  much  pioneer 
work  a-  any  man  in  this  district.  Mr.  Freeman  is 
generally  known  for  his  excellent  business  qualifi- 
cations and  i-  an  able  financier.  His  fine  farm 
attracts  general  attention  because  of  the  exquisite 
nicety  with  which  it  is  kept.  His  residence  is  com- 
modious and  attractive  and  a  rallying  place  for  the 
host  people  of  the  locality,  lie  enjoy-  the  entire 
confidence  of  the  business  community. 


^AYII)  I..  GODFREY.  This  well-known 
J  pioneer,  who  is  everywhere  respected  for 
hi-  -terliug  worth,  make-  his  home  in 
Ann  Arbor  Township.  He  was  born  in 
Morrison ville,  Orange  County.  \.  V..  August  21. 
1827.  His  father, Thomas  II.  Godfrey, was  a  native 
of  the    same  count]  and  was  of  German  and  Lrish 

-lock,  while    hi-    mother.    Fannie    Mollock.    was    Oi 

German  ancestry.  In  1832  the  famil]  came  to 
Washtenaw  <  iounty,  and  sett  led  four  miles  west  of 
Ann  Arbor,   where  David  Godfrey,  the   uncle  of 

our  subjeel  had  made  his  home  in  1830.  The 
widow   of  this  pioneer  is  still  living  in    Ann   Arbor 

and  has  now  reached  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
She  became  a  widow  in  April.  1887.  Three  other 
lirothers    came   to    Michigan    namely:    Adonijah, 

Isaac  and  Bailey  and  made  their  home-  in  Ibis 
COUllt]    at  about   the  -ame  period. 

After  living  for  a  year  and  a  half  upon  his 
brother's  farm,  Thomas  II.  Godfre]  located  in 
Sylvan  Township  and  about  the  Near  L837  went 
into  mercantile  business  at    Ann    Arbor   for   -ome 
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three  years.     He  then  took  charm'  of   ,ll('  Sylvan 
Center  Hotel  and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days 
in  that  line  of   business.     His   death   occurred   al 
Chelsea  some  eight  years  ago,  when  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  eighty-two  years.     He    was  one  of  the 
early  business    men   of   Chelsea    and    was   ever   es- 
teemed a  genial  Boniface,and  was  one  of  the  mosl 
popular  landlords  that  this  county  has  ever  seen. 
This  gentleman  also  served  his  fellow  townsmen 
in  various  loeal  offices.     His  widow   survived   him 
for   exactly   the  years  and  also  departed   on    the 
same  day  of  the  month  which  had  seen   his  death. 
They  had  a   family   of   five,   namely:    William    II., 
David  I...  Rebecca   J.,  Henry    B.   and    Alice    Irene 
who  died  in   infancy.      William    went    to  San  Ber- 
nardino, Cal.  in   search  of   gold  and  has  never  re- 
turned to  this  part  of  the  county,  and   Rebecca    is 
the  widow  of  C.  K.  Butterfield,  of  Detroit. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  bul  tour  years  old 
when  his  parents  emigrated  to  Washtenaw  County, 
and  here  he  received  the  training  of  pioneer  life 
and  of  the  log  school-house,  lie  lived  with  his 
parents  until  1857  and  then  spent  two  years  in 
Chelsea  engaged  in  railway  construct  ion.  In  1857 
he  went  to  Lapeer  County  for  seven  years  and 
was  on  the  Mision  farm  there  until  1864  when  he 
came  to  the  farm  which  he  now  ha-,  which  was 
settled  by  Elnathan  Botsford  in  1824.  This  com- 
prises two  hundred  and  forty  acre-  of  excellent 
land  which  had  been  improved  by  its  previous 
owners  and  where  he  carries  on  general  farming. 
His  political  views  have  brought  him  into  -\  ui- 
pathy  with  the  Republican  party  and  he  takes  a 
public-spirited  interest  in  all  party  movements. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-six  years  David  Godfrey 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Helen  Doud,  who 
died  in  I860,  leaving  one  daughter,  Luella,  whip 
lived  but  a  short  time.  In  1863  our  subject  mar- 
ied  Ellen  Botsford  whose  father.  Elnathan  Bots- 
ford, and  mother.  Eliza  Smith  were  of  Eastern 
birth,  the  Botsford  family  being  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Milford,  Conn.  The  originator  of  this 
family  in  America.  Henry  Botsford.  came  from 
Wales.  In  1824  the  father  of  Mrs.  Godfrey  took 
up  the  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
from  the  <  lovermenl  and  then  returned  1"  N<  u 
York   and   married,   returning   with    his   bride  the 


following  year.  This  alliance  Was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  eight  children,  three  sons  and  live  daugh- 
ters, one  becoming  Mrs.  Godfrey. 

Elnathan  Botsford  was  in  1846  one   of  the   ori- 
ginal purchasers  of  the  tract  of   Milford  which  was 

purchased      from      the      Indians.      He      was     piloted 

through  the  woods  from  New  Haven  bj  William 
Tibblas  who  is  mentioned  in  various  ways  through 

the  history  of  this  family.  The  only  son  of  this 
progenitor  was  Elnathan  and  from  his  son. Samuel. 
comes  the  branch  of  which  we  treat.  Samuel's 
son.  David,  had  a  son.  Eli,  who  is  the  father  of 
Elnathan.  Mrs.  Godfrey's  father. 

Eliza  Smith's  father  was  Waitstill  Smith  and  the 
original  of  this  family  was  Lieutenant  Saul  Smith 
of  the  English  navy  at  Ipswich.  In  1763  he  came 
to  (  onnecticul  and  for  twelve  year-  was  a  member 
of  the  Colonial  Assembly  in  which  he  was  quite 
prominent  as  a  public  officer  and  died  at  Hadley, 
.Mass..  leaving  nine  sons  and  three  daughters,  lie 
and  hi-  eighl  sons  served  throughout  tin-  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  with  one  of  hi-  sons  he  was  pre- 
sent at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis.  His  son.  Israel, 
was  one  of  ( .en.  Washington's  staff  ami  was  also  a 
Colonial  Governor  of  Massachusetts.  His  seventh 
son.  Ephraim,  became  the  father  of  Wait-till  who 
was  the  father  of  Eliza  Smith,  the  mother  of  Mr-. 
Godfrey.  Ephraim  was  a  physician  and  wasactive 
in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  lie  lived  to  reach 
the  age  of  ninety-nine  years  and  died  in   the  year 

1839  at   Howell,  .Mich,  whither    he    had    come    with 
his  son,  Waitstill.      The  east   iron   tar    in    which 

he  compounded  medicines  is  now  in  the   hand-  of 
his  great-granddaughter. 

Elnathan  Botsford  and  Eliza  Smith  were  married 
in  Perry,  N.  V..  April  22,  1825,  ami  came  directly 
lo  Washtenaw  County,  where  he  carried  on  both  a 
farm  and  a  mercantile  business,  as  he  was  a  good 
financier  and  was  able  to  manage  a   large  concern. 

He  dealt   e\ten-i\el\    in   real-estate  and    al  the  lime 

of  his  death  his  farm  contained  some  four  hundred 
acres.     He  was  a  Whig  and  an    Vbolitionist   in  his 

views  of  public  affairs  and  his  lOSS  was  -evcreh 
felt  when  he  was  called  from  earth,  .human  6, 
1853.  His  wile  had  been  taken  from  hi-  side, 
December  5,  1*17.  His  family  consisted  of  Smith, 
Ellen,    Henry,    Allien.    Anna.   <  elia,     Mary    (de- 
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ceased),  Mina  and  Jasper  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  three  sons  make  their  bome  in  Chicago; 
Ellen,  Mi-s.  Godfrey,  was  bora  February  2:5,  1832; 
Anna  is  Mrs.  Philip  Bach,  of  Ann  Arbor;  Celia   is 

Mrs.  William  Cillett:  Mina  I!.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  M. 
li.  Shelcy  has  taken    niueh    interest    in    tracing    the 

family  genealogy  from  the  early  settlement  of  Mil- 
ford,  and  her  daughter,  Mary  Pond  Botsford  She- 
ley,  has  a  chiffonier  brought  over  from  England  by 
Sir  Peter  Pond,  the  originator  of  that  family  in 
this  country.  The  <  rodfrey  family  has  no  descend- 
ants to  carry  out  this  interesting  line  of  genealogy. 


-y^Kl  MAN  W.  BALDWIN,  a  retired  farmer 
f(T\  living  on  sections  22  and  23,  Sylvan  'I'mvii- 
V_y  ship,  was  born  in  Addison  County,  N't.,  on 
the  2d  of  June,  1822, and  is  a  son  of  Treat  andSo- 
phronia  (Glidden)  Baldwin,  natives  of  Vermont 
and  New  York  respectively,  but  married  in  the  for- 
mer State.  Our  subject's  father  was  a  farmer  by 
calling,  and  in  April.  L835,  seeking  to  better  his 
condition,  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  this 
township,  engaging  in  farming  on  section  2(i.  He 
then  removed  to  Indiana  and  lived  in  that  State 
for  twelve  years.  Later  he  became  the  owner  of 
land  in  the  village  of  Sylvan  (enter,  this  state. 
where  he  mack'  his  residence,  and  at  his  death  was 
at  the  home  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  Baldwin.  Si\.  in  the  days  of  his  political 
youth  was  a  Whig  and  later,  on  the  formation  of 
the  Republican  party,  cast  his  fortunes  with 
that  party.  He  died  in  the  year  1862.  The 
mother  passed  awaj  in  1839,  while  living  on  sec- 
tion 26,  in  this  township.  Our  subject's  paternal 
grandparents  were  Miles  and  Anna  (Ives)  Baldwin, 

natives  of  Connecticut.  The  latter  became  a  far- 
mer in  Vermont,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  Both  lie  and  his  wife  were  of  English  de- 
scent. <  >n  the  maternal  side  of  the  house  our  sub- 
ject is  descended  from  Thomas  and  Lydia(Simms) 
Glidden,  natives  of  New  York.  The  former  was  a 
farmer    i>\    calling   and    a    man    of    redoubtable 


strength  and  reputation,  lie  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier  and  noted  for  his  loyalt)  to  the  cause  of 
independence.     He  died  in  his  native  State. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  our  subject  came  Wesl 
with  his  parents.  The  greater  portion  of  his  edu- 
cation    was    acquired    in    Ver nt.    although    he 

attended  scl i   in    this   vicinity  after  coming  to 

this  State.  He  has  ever  since  lived  within  two 
miles  of  his  present  residence.  He  first  became  a 
property  owner  in  1844,  when  he  purchased  a  farm 
on  section  27.  this  township,  which  comprised  fort  v 
acres  of  oak  openings.  This  he  improved,  hut 
later  sold  and  purchased  on  sections  22  and  2:i, 
which  he  now  owns.  This  was  at  the  time  oak 
openings  and  an  unpromising  piece  of  land  when 
it  came  to  clearing,  the  work'  being  very  greal  in 
order  to  put  it  in  good  productive  condition. 
Undaunted, however,  he  set  to  work,  first  building 
a  home,  which  is  still  his  residence.  It  is  pleas- 
antly located  on  high  ground  and  commands  an 
excellent  view  of  a  wide  range  of  country.  From 
his  own  domain  he  can  sec  nine  different  town- 
ships, his  place  being  located  on  rolling  land.  It 
is  three  and  a  half  miles  from  the  town  of  Chelsea, 
and  the  pretty  village  can  easily  he  seen  from  his 
home. 

For  the  past  twenty-five  years  Mi1.  Baldwin  has 
given  his  attention  largely  to  the  raising  of  tine 
American-Merino  sheep.  This  business  has  been  a 
paying  one  to  him.  hut  during  the  past  three 
years,  feeling  that  his  advancing  years  exempted 
him  from  hard  labor,  he  has  greatly  lessened  his 
responsibilities  and  work  in  this  direction.  He  was 
one  of  the  first,  however,  to  introduce  the  Ameri- 
can Merino  into  Sylvan  Township.  He  has  be- 
sides kept  thoroughbred  cattle  and  for  the  past 
eighl  years  has  been  breeding  horses,  having  the 
Morgan  and  Cleveland  Bays  and  the  Ilanihleton- 
ian.  He  has  also  bred  some  very  tine  Clydesdale 
horses. 

In  1846  our  subject  was  married  to  Mi*-  Betsj 
A.  Fenn,  of  this  county,  although  a  native  of  New 
York,     she  is  a  daughter  of  Levi  Melntyre.     Two 

son-.    Alphon-o   and    Adelhert    A.,    have    heen    the 

fruit  of  this  union,  the  former  dying  at  the  age  ol 
fourteen.  Adelhert  married  Effie  Dickson  and  i- 
the  father  of  two  daughters,  Angie  L.  and  Elsie  D. 
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Mr.  Baldwin  favors  the  Prohibition  party.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  lias  filled 
every  office  in  church  excepting  that  of  pastor. 
One  of  the  most  reliable  men  of  the  county,  the 
loss  of  none  would  be  more  felt  than  that  of  he  of 
whom  we  write. 


i<i    i  < 
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LUICK   is  a   member  of  the  linn  of   Luick 
Bros.,    large   manufacturers  of   doors,  sash, 

<^j/(\  blinds,  and  dealerss  in  all  kinds  of  build- 
ing material.  The  business  was  established  in  the 
year  1873  on  its  present  site,  on  tin  corner 
of  North  and  Fifth  Streets.  They  have  a  large 
business,  and  patrons  not  only  from  the  city  but 
from  the  neighboring  towns,  and  employ  from 
eight  to  ten  men  constantly.  Besides  the  costly 
and  expensive  machinery  which  is  owned  by  the 
linn  for  planing,  they  have  a  lathe  which  turns 
wood  ten  feet  in  length,  and  consequently  for 
turned  pieces  used  in  heavy  building  they  arc 
equipped  to  do  the  best  work.  The  engine  that  is 
employed  in  the  factory  of  the  steam  planing  mill 
is  of  sixty-horse  power. 

Mr.  I. nick  was  born  in  Washtenaw  County. 
March  27.  1846.  He  is  a  son  of  Oavid  and  Cath- 
erine (Beck)  Luick.  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Wittenberg,  Germany.  They  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  L833  and  settled  in  Lima  Township,  this 
county,  on  a  farm  where  the  father  of  our  subject 
carried  on  a  general  agricultural  business  that  in- 
eluded  stock-raising  to  a  considerable  extent.  The 
father  \\as  an  honest,  and  hard-working  man  and  a 
loyal  citizen  of  his  adopted  country.  He  died  in 
1S7'2.  when  in  his  sixty-ninth  year.  His  wile  died 
in  I860.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, having  had  seven  sons  and  five  daughters, 
ten  of  whom  are  still  living. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  son  of  his  parents. 
He  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  home  farm  and 
during  that  time  attended  a  district  school.  He 
worked  on  the  farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age 
and  then  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, at  which  lie 
served    a    regular   apprenticeship  for  three  years. 


He  worked  at  his  trade  and  as  a  farmer  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brothci'.  Emanuel  Luick.  until  1868. 
They  continued  till  1873,  when  they  launched  into 
their  present,  business  upon  rather  a  small  scale. 
So  great  has  their  success  been,  however,  that  they 
now  use  a  tine  brick  building  62x80  feet  in  dimen- 
sions and  two  stories  in  height.  They  here  turn 
out  work  of  very  superior  character,  believing  it 
to  be  unworthy  their  reputation  to  do  cheap  and 
unsatisfactory  work. 

In  1*7.'!  Mr.  Luick  was  married  to  Miss  Julia 
Rupff,  of  Ann  Arbor.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Luick  are  the 
parents  of  one  son,  Oscar  D.  lie  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  this  city,  finishing  at  the  High 
School,  and  is  now  the  able  assistant  of  his  father 
in  the  planing  mill.  Our  subject  has  served  as 
Alderman  twice  and  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  Presi- 
dent of  the  Ann  Arbor  Savings  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion. In  connection  with  the  other  enterprises  in 
which  he  is  interested,  he  is  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  Piano  and  ( >rgan  ( 'ompany  of  this  city,  ami  a 
director  of  the  Ann  Arbor  Fruit  and  Vinegar  Com- 
pany. His  home  is  at  No.  2\  Williams  Street  and 
there   he   enjoys  all  the  comforts  of  true  home  lite 
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Y   M.   MARTIN   is  an    undertaker,    located    in 

Ann  Arbor.  He  was  born  in  this  city  De- 
cember 7,  1847,  and  is  the  son  of  Oliver  M. 
Martin,  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  New  York.  Mr.  Martin. 
Sr..  came  to  Michigan  in  I  Ml.",  and  at  once  em- 
ployed himself  at  his  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker. 
lie  lived  here  and  continued  to  be  interested  in 
carpentry  and  cabinet  work  until  his  death,  in 
1KK7;   he  was  then  in  his  sixty-second  year. 

Our  subject's  father  was  awarded  many  prom- 
inent positions  by  the  municipality  with  which  he 
identified  himself.  He  was  Mayor  of  the  city,  also 
Marshal,  and  in  politics  was. a  Republican.  Hi>  wife, 
who  survived  him,  died  in    I  886. 

Oliver  M.  Martin  was  a  student  in  the  Ann  Ar- 
bor schools  in  llis  l'o\  hood,  and  after  finishing  his 
course  entered  his  father's  shop  to  assist  him  in  the 
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undertaking  business,  he  having  been  the  Brst  to 
establish  this  industry  in  the  city  of  Ann  ^rbor. 
On  the  death  of  the  elder  Mr.  Martin  our  subjecl 
succeeded  to  the  business.  He  has  all  that  apper- 
tains to  the  profession  and  tli«'  caskets  tlyit  he 
keeps  on  hand  are  <>f  the  finest  workmanship. 

Air.  Martin  was  married  in  1881,  to  Mrs.  Carrie 
Polhemius,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Fisher,  she  hav- 
ing been  a  widow  prior  to  her  union  with  oursub- 
ject.  Mr.  .Martin  is  a  member  of  the  Fraternity 
Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  His  place  of  business  is 
located  at  No.  12  Washington  Street  and  his  resi- 
dence at  No.  IS  S.  Fifth  Avenue.  It  is  a  beautiful 
home  of  frame  structure,  built  in  the  modern  style 
and  located  on  one  of  the  best  streets  and  most 
attractive  neighborhoods  in  the  city. 
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MANLEY  YOUNG  is  a  well-to-do  and 
prominent  farmer  located  in  Saline  Town- 
ship, this  county,  where  he  was  horn  Decem- 
ber 25,  1832.  lie  is  a  son  of  .lames  II. 
Young,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  who  was  there 
born  in  IT'.IS.  lie  was  a  cooper  by  trade  and  antici- 
pating a  bright  future  for  the  then  Territory  of 
Michigan,  left  his  home  and  came  to  Washtenaw 
County  in  1830,  coming  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit 
by  way  of  the  lakes,  thence  to  Saline  Township  by 
wagon.  lie  here  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  17.  and  then  entered  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  Government  land  and  subsequetly 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  school  land.  There  were 
at  the  time  no  improvements  on  the  place,  there 

being  only  a   log  hous i   the  eighty  acres  which 

he  purchased. 

The  first  clearing  between  Saline  and  Clinton 
Townships,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles,  was  done 
on  the  place  which  our  subject's  father  bought. 
The  forests  abounded  in  wild  game  and  Indians 
camped  in  the  vicinity.      The  work  of  clearing  and 

improving  the  land   went  on    apace  and  he  made  it 
his   home   until    1866,    when    hi'   removed    to    Ann 


Arbor,  where  he  lived  for  a  short  time,  lie  died 
at  the  home  • . t"  his  daughter  in  the  town  of  Macon 
in  1875.  lie  was  an  old  man  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  having  belonged  to  the  staff  of  the  Gover- 
nor-General in  Massachusetts  during  the  War  of 
is  12.      He  enlisted   in    the  Black    Hawk   War  hut 

onl\    go1   as  far    as  White     Pig( .this    State',  when 

news  came  of  the  surrender  of  the  ureal  Indian 
Chief.  During  his  early  years  he  identified  him- 
self with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  the  earh  days  our  subject's  father  was 
obliged  to  go  to  Detroit  to  get  groceries,  lie  set- 
tled in  the  woods  and  like  other  pioneers  saw  some 
hard  times.  Our  subject's  mother  was.  prior  to  her 
marriage,  a  Miss  Rebecca  Tuffs,  who  was  horn  in 
.Maiden.  Mass..  m  1797.  She  died  in  1867.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  girls  and  two  hoys,  two 
daughters  besides  our  subjecl  surviving  at  the' 
present  time. 

.1.  Manley  Young  was  horn  in  the  log  house  in 
which  his  parents  moved  on  firsl  settling  here. 
His  education  was  acquired  mostly  in  the  district 
school,  which  at  first  was  held  in  a  log  building. 
After  finishing  the  primary  studies,  he  attended 
the  Stale  Normal  School  al  Ypsilanti  for  a  little 
more  than  a  year.  In  lstil  he  began  to  engage  in 
farming  on  the  old  homestead  and  in  1862  he 
went  to  Effingham  County.  111.,  where  he  farmed 
for  six  years.  In  1868  he  returned  to  hi-  old 
home  where  he  has  since  lived.  Our  Subject's 
marriage  took  place  in  1861,  at  which  time  he  was 
united  to  Mis-  Sarah  .1.  Parsons,  a  native  of  Saline 
Township.  She  was  his  helpmate  for  twelve  years 
and  then  died  in  January,  1873.  she  left  to  her 
bereaved  husband  five  children — Edway C, Alfred 

M..  Sarah  . I.,  .lames  A.  and  Irene.  The  eldest  SOD 
is  Auditor  of  Douglas  County.  Wash.,  and  lives  at 
Walerville;  Alfred  is  still  at  home  as  is  Sarah  .1.: 
.lames  A.  is  with  hi-  brother  in  Washington;  Irene 
is  a  teacher.  All  have  had  good  educational 
advantages  and  are  bright  and  enterprising  young 
people.  In  1875  Our  Subjecl  again  married,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Clara  Mitchell, 
of  Canada.  Two  children  have  blessed  this 
union — Cora  and  Allien .  A  Democrat  in  his 
political  affiliations,  our  subject  ha-  filled  several 
local    offices,    has    been     Highway    Commissioner 
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and  Township  Clerk  for  three  years.  He  has 
also  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Supervisor 
for  two  terms.  Mr.  Young  has  been  sent  as  a 
delegate  to  various  conventions  and  lias  taken 
quite  an  active  part  in  local  politics.  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  been  so 
connected  since  lKt>.r>.  lie  owns  three  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  of  land  that  is  well  improved  and 
bears  a  good  class  of  buildings.  He  began  life 
with  Hunted  means  and  has  made  by  his  own 
efforts  most  of  what  lie  is  now  possessed. 

Our  subject's  Grandfather  Young  was  a  sea 
captain  and  a  native  of  England.  The  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  was  killed  at  Brad- 
dock's  defeat  in  Virginia,  just  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  He  had  emigrated  to  this  country 
from  England. 


&* 


/-g,  IIKISTIAN  F.  KAPP,  M.  I).,  was  born  in 
III      n  Ann  Arbor  Township,  this  county,  January 

V7  ■-'<:.  is |<;.  His  father,  whose  name  was  the 
same  as  that  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Willen- 
burg,  Germany,  and  came  to  Washtenaw  County 
in  L836.  He  was  a  weaver  by  trade  and  was  em- 
ployed in  that  way  until  coming  to  this  country. 
He  located  first  on  a  farm  in  Ann  Arbor  Town- 
ship, but  afterward  purchased  a  farm  in  Northfield 
Township,  which  latter  he  improved  and  resided 
upon  the  remainder  of  his  life,  expiring  at  the  age 
of  seventy-six  years.  He  was  a  Democrat  and 
much  interested  in  the  political  affairs  of  his'adopted 
country.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  also  served  as  Highway  Commis- 
sioner. In  his  religious  views  he  was  a  Lutheran. 
The  mother  of  our  subject.  Regina  Schlichter, 
before  her  marriage,  was  a  native  of  the  same  place 
and  country  as  was  her  husband,  coming  to  this 
country  and  State  with  the  family  of  Mr.  Duble. 
She  died  at  the,  age  of  seventy-six  years.  The 
marriage  of  the  old  people  took  place  in  the  city 
of  Ann  Arbor  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
eight   children — live    daughters   and    three    sons. 


Dr.  Kapp  is  one  of  a  pair  of  twins,  the  other  being 
Mary  A.  He  received  bis  first  schooling  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  township  and  finished  at  the 
Ann  Arbor  High  School.      His  firsl    course  in   mi  d- 

icine  was  taken  in  the  medical  department  of  Hie 
University  of  Michigan,  thence  he  went  to  the 
Cincinnati  .Medical  College  where  he  graduated 
June  21.  1K7C. 

November  I  of  the  same  year  in  which  our  sub- 
ject  graduated,  he  located  where  be  now  resides 
and  has  since  that  time  built  up  a  line  practice. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  June  Hi,  1K72.  to  Miss 
Julia  A.  Kempf,  who  was  born  in  Washtenaw 
County,  in  Northfield  Township,  January  1,  1853. 
She  was  the  seventh  child  in  order  of  birth  of 
eight,  that  were  born  to  her  parents,  who  were 
Frederick  and  Agnes  (Elsaeser)  Kempf.  who  were 
natives  of  Woodenbourgh,  Germany.  They  were 
married  in  Ann  Arbor  and  there  the  mother  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years  ;  the  father  at  the  age 
of  sixty-two. 

After  marriage  Dr.  Kapp  located  on  a  farm  and 
followed  the  agricultural  calling  for  two  year-. 
In  1873  he  went  to  Ann  Arbor  to  take  a  course  of 
lectures  and  has  since  been  in  the  constant  practice 
of  his  profession,  his  efforts  being  rewarded  by  a 
gratifying  degree  of  success.  He  has  moreover 
attained  a  good  financial  position,  having  a  one- 
half  interest  in  one  of  the  brick  business  blocks  in 
the  village.  Ii  was  built  at  a  cost  of  812,000  in 
IKK2.  Our  subject  is  a  Mason  socially  and  belongs 
to  the  Knights  Templar,  having  joined  the  Ann 
Arbor  Lodge,  No.  13.  He  is  also  charter  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  of 
which  he  has  been  Medical  Examiner  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  society. 

Dr.  Kapp  is  also  a  charter  memberof  the  Knights 
of  Honor  and  is  Medical  Examiner  of  this  society. 
He  is  also  Medical  Examiner  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.     Affiliating  with  the  Democratic  parti 

for  two  years,  he  served  by  election  on  the  Village 
Council  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  lor  twelve  years.      lie  and   his    amiable  wife 

are  the  parents  of  two  children.  Editb  M.  «:i~ 
born  in  Ann  Arbor  September  12,  1876;  and 
Christian  1\  born  in  Manchester,  November  6, 
IK7K.     Aside  from   his  professional  interests,  Dr. 
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Kapp  is  also  connected  with  the  hardware  and 
lumber  business  at  Manchester,  buying  and  selling 
for  the  wholesale  trade,  and  finding  this  :i  source 
of  considerable  profit. 
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U'l.'LN   SANFORD   is  one  of  the  early  set- 
fd    tiers   of   this   county,  lie   having  come    to 

\    Superior  Township  and  located  Ave  miles 

north wesl  of  Ypsilanti  in  September,  1843.  Mr. 
Sanford  was  bom  near  Homer,  Cortland  County, 
N.  V..  May  30,  1817.  He  is  a  son  of  Friend  and 
Stella  (Grannis)  Sanford, both  being  horn  in  Chesh- 
ire, New  Haven  County,  Conn.  Our  subject 's  father 
lived  in  his  native  place  until  bis  marriage  when 
the  young  couple  started  oul  in  life  in  New  York, 
when-  they  purchased  a  home  and  lived  for  many 
years,  coming  to  Washtenaw  County  in  1*17. 
They  passed  their  latter  years  in  the  home  of  our 

Subject  and    left  a    family  of   eight  children.        The 

father  died  December  l'.h  lx.">:i.  and  the  mother 
March  6,1860.  Of  the  children  Hiram  and  Bur- 
ton died  in  New  York;  Caleb  Sidney  died  in 
Massachusetts;  Harriet,  the  wife  of  E.  L.  Aiken. 
died  in  this  State;  Louisa  came  with  the  family  to 
this  state;  Caroline,  the  wife  of  E.  \\ .  Whitmore, 
died  in  Kansas  City;  and  Julia,  the  youngest 
member  of  the  family,  died  while  an  inmate  of  our 
subjeel  's  borne. 

Lauren  Sanford  came  wesi  before  his  marriage 
and  purchased  a  farm  comprising  two  hundred 
acres,  fifty  acres  being  under  cultivation.  During 
the  years  that  have  passed  he  has  added  greatlj  to 
its  value  in  the  improvements  that  be  placed  upon 

it.        Mr.     Sanford     has    held     various    local     Offices, 

among  them  those  of  School  Inspector.  Highway 
(  ommissioner  and  Township  Clerk. 

September  28,  1856,  Mr.  Sanford  married  Mary 
K.  Harper,  of  Livonia  Township,  Wayne  County, 
Mich.,  and  they  bave  two  sons — In  I  i  us  II.  and 
Edwin  R.  .1.  The  former  is  engaged  in  the  Amer- 
ican Express  office  at  Ann  Arbor.  Having  lost 
bis  I'ainih  he  makes  his  home  under  the  paternal 
roof,  as  does  the  younger  son.     Mrs.  Sanford  was 


horn   in    Plymouth    Township.  March    19,   1831,  and 

i-  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Tcrc-a  (Guile)  Har- 
per. Her  father  was  horn  in  Kingsbury,  N.  Y.. 
and  there  be  married  Miss  Guile,  a  native  of  Sara- 
toga, N.  V.  They  immediately  came  West  after 
their  marriage,  which  was  solemnized  September 
17.  1829.  Their  family  comprised  Mrs.  Sanford 
and  Sarah  ('..  who  is  the  wife  of  .lames  Wilcox  of 
Charlotte,  Eaton  County.  Mr.  Harper  died  in 
Livonia  Township  December  21,  L863.  The 
mother  died  at  Bay  City  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  September  22,  1886. 

Mrs.  Sanford  is  a  member  of  tin'  Baptist  Church. 
Mr.  Sanford  votes  with  the  Prohibition  parly  and 
before  he  cast  his  vote  in  this  way  he  was  a  stanch 
Democrat.  Our  subject  left  the  farm  and  came 
into  the  city  in  October,  1881,  when  he  purchased 
a  line  home  at  No.  7ns  Pearl  Street  and  has  there 
lived  ever  since.  He  still  owns  this  farm  and 
receives  from  it  a  comfortable  income.  Mr.  San- 
ford was  educated  in  Groton  Academy,  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y..  and  from  twenty-two  years  of  age 
taught  school  for  ten  years.  Mrs.  sanford  received 
the  rudiments  of  her  education  in  the  district 
school  of  Livonia  and  finished  at  the  stale  Normal 
School  at  Ypsilanti. 
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OIIN  II.  NICKELS.  This  gentleman,  who 
was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  meat  busi- 
ness in  Ann  Arbor.  i>  now  retired  from  the 
active  pursuits  of  life.  He  was  horn  in 
Devonshire,  England,  July  "->•'>.  is:!:!,  and  is  the 
son  of  Thomas  and  Diana  (Cox)  Nickels.  The 
father  followed  the  butchering  business  for  many 
veal's  in  London  whither  he  went  when  our  subject 
was  fifteen  years  old.  and  there  the  parents  both 
died.  The  father  was  horn  in  1800  and  died  in 
1853.  The  mother  survived  uutil  1874.  Of  her 
eleven  children  nine  are  now  living. 

Our  subject  attended  school   until  he  reached  the 

age  of  fourteen  years,  when  he  entered  his  father's 
meat  market  a-  an  assistant  after  the  removal  to 
London,   lie  remained  with  him  until  he  completed 
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his  twenty-first  year,  after  which  he  served  for 
three  years  on  the  high  seas,  sailing  on  the  North 
and  Baltic  Sens.  After  his  discharge  from  the 
naval  service  he  embarked  in  the  meat  business  in 
London.  England,  but  after  four  years  sold  out  his 
interest,  in  the  business.  In  .May.  1860,  he  moved 
to  Canada,  making  his  first  home  in  Lockwood, 
where  for  four  years  he  carried  on  the  meat  busi- 
ness and  stock  jobbing.  Selling  out  he  removed 
to  the  town  of  Call,  where  he  remained  for  the 
space  of  twelve  months.  In  December,  1865,  he 
came  to  Michigan  stopping  first  in  Detroit  and 
afterward  in  Ann  Arbor,  where  lie  established 
himself  in  the  meat  business  independently  and 
continued  therein  until  18is7  when  he  retired  from 
business. 

During  the  same  year  our  subject  creeled  the 
Nickels  Block,  which  contains  two  stores  three 
stories  high.  It  is  built  of  brick  and  the  upper 
Moor  is  used  as  a  public  hall  where  dancing  parties, 
receptions  and  other  parties  may  lie  held.  Mr. 
Nickels  was  married  in  April.  I860,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Ellis,  the  daughter  of  Mathew  Ellis.  She  is 
now  the  mother  of  four  children,  namely:  Thomas 
E.,  who  is  engaged  in  running  a  meat  market; 
Emily,  wife  of  Dr.  .1.  S.  Johnson,  residing  in  Sionx 
Falls.  S,  Dak.;  Harry  Cox,  now  a  dentist  in  Mont- 
pelier,  Ohio;  Stafford  1>.,  who  is  assisting  Thomas. 
Mr.  Nickels  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
and  in  his  political  views  is  a  Republican, 
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J_  ON.  OILMAN  CLARK  is  a  farmer,  whose 
I,  tract  is  located  on  section  34,  and  he  has 
charge  of  four  hundred  acres  of  laud.  Ib- 
is a  pioneer  in  this  State,  having  come  here 
while  it  was  still  a  Territory,  at  the  time  of  his 
advent  purchasing  fifty-nine  acres  of  land  from 
the  Government.  He  was  born  in  the  township 
of  Batavia,  Genesee  County.  N.  V..  .March  1.  1809, 
and  is  a  son  of  Lemuel  L.  and  Rosanna  (Rich) 
Clark,  natives  of  New  York,  who  lived  and  died 
in  that  Slate.  The  father  was  a  Whig  and  did 
good  service  in  the  War  of  1812.      He  and  his  wife- 


were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Our  subject's  paternal   grandparents  were  Samuel 

and  Mary  (  Lee)  Clark.  They  were  fanners  in  I  ten- 
esee  County.  N.  V.,  and  on  both  sides  were  of  Ger- 
man descent.  Our  subject  was  one  of  a  family  of 
eleven    children    born  to  his  parents   and   of    these 

only  three  are  now  living,  our  subject,  Orlin  and 
William. 

While  under  the  parental  roof  Mr.  Clark  was 
well  drilled  in  the  duties  pertaining  to  farming. 
He  remained  at-  home  until  eighteen  years  of  age 
and  then  with  the  consent  of  his  parents  he  went 
to  live  with  a  doctor  who  had  promised  to  educate 
him.  However  he  received  only  twenty-seven 
days  of  schooling  in  three  years  and  during  that 
time  he  was  worked  almost  to  death.  lie  was  fin- 
ally emancipated  and  took  a  trip  to  Ohio,  spending 
a  winter  therewith  bis  brother  Orson,  and  thence 
went  to  Pennsylvania  where  he  remained  until  the 
following  fall.  Next  he  went  to  New  York,  of 
which  State  he  was  a  resident  at  that  time  for  live 
years  anil  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Pearsons, 
a  native  of  that  State.  Mrs.  (lark's  parents  came 
to  Michigan  in  IK.'IT  and  settled  near  Eaton  Rapids 
where  they  took  up  some  Government  land  anil 
engaged   in  farming.     There  they  remained   until 

their  death,  which  occurred  near  l'lancw  ell.  Kala- 
mazoo County,  this  State.  The  father  was  a  Whig, 
politically,  and  he  and  his  wife  wire  in  church 
matters  associated  with  the  Methodist,  Episcopal 
denomination.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to  them 
the  are  now  living.  Louisa  is  a  Mrs.  Whitcomb. 
The  others  are  John  T.,  Josiali  D..  Albeit  and  Al- 
fred. 

After  our  subject's  marriage  he  purchased  laud 
of  the  Holland  Land  Company  in  Genesee  County 
and  built  a  log  bouse  in  the  woods  where  he  and 
his  wife  lived  lor  four  years.  They  then  sold  their 
property  and  returned  to  liatavia.  There  they  re- 
mained for  one  year  and  then  came  to  Michigan, 
taking  boat  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit  and  thence 
proceeding  on  foot  to  the  farm  which  lie  now  owns. 
After  securing  his  farm  Mr.  Clark  returned  to  New 
York  and    purchasing  two  ox-teams  and  a  cow  he 

started   West     with     his     wife,    three    children    and 

household  goods  and  after  a  journey  of  twenty-one 

days     reached    the    spOl    which     In-    had    selected    a-- 
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their  future  home.  Mr.  Chirk  was  one  of  the  mosl 
enterprising  pioneers  of  the  county,  and  has  held 
almost  all  of  the  offices  of  the  township.  In  1868 
he  was  elected  to  the  Lower  House  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Michigan, taking  hi>  seat  in  1869  and^erv- 
ing  for  two  years,  lie  and  his  wife  have  been  the 
parentsof  thirteen  children:  Chauncy  P., Sylvester 
\..  Sarah  A..  Fanny  F.,  Frank.  Etta,  Elvira,  Flora, 
Annie.  Belle  ('.,  Almira,  Caroline  and  Lilly  M.  The 
children  that  are  deceased  are  Almira,  Frank  and 
Charles.  Mrs.  Clark  died  April  9,  1880.  Our  sub- 
ject cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  Jackson  and  has 
ever  since  been  a  consistent  and  ardent  Democrat. 


IIOMAS  .1.  KFFCII  is  the  manager  of  the 
Fredon    Lumber  Yard   in    Ann  Arbor.      .Mr. 

y1  Keech    was    born    in    the    city  of    Buffalo, 

N.  V..  in  January,  1840.  He  is  a  son  of  Thomas 
.hand  Lucy  (Beckwith)  Keech.  The  mother  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  the  father  of  New 
York.  Our  subject  was  a  posthumous  child,  the 
father  dying  a  few  months  prior  to  his  birth. 
After  some  time  Mrs.  Keech  married  .again,  living 
for  some  time  in  Buffalo,  our  subject  making  his 
home  with  her.  His  stepfather  was  .lames  Bennett, 
and  with  him  our  subject  and  mother  removed  to 
Cleveland.  Ohio,  and  remained  there  for  three 
years.  From  thai  place  they  removed  to  Lancaster, 
Erie  County.  N.  Y..  making  that,  their  home  for 
three  years,  and  then  returned  to  Cleveland. 

Our  subject  began  his  commercial  career  by  en- 
gaging as  a  clerk  in  the  beautiful  Ohio  city  on  the 
lake.  Afterward  he  went  to  Forest  City. and  later 
was  engaged  in  a  notion  and  variety  store,  and 
then  was  attracted  to  the  oil  regions,  where  he  wa- 
clerk  in  the  post-ollice  at  I'lnimncr.  remaining 
until   the  death  of   the   l'ost master,  when   Mr.  Keech 

succeeded  the  former  incumbent  of  the  office  and 
had  entire  control  Of  the  place  until  a  new  Post- 
master was  appointed.  He  then  went  to  Pithole 
City,  Venango  County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  engaged 
as  clerk.     He  remained  there  for  six   months,  and 


then  went  to  Petroleum  (  enter  and  served  as  clerk 
in  the  office  of  Hiram  Blackman,  who  was  running 
a  stoic  and  was  al-o  Postmaster  of  the  place.  Our 
subject  remained  there  a  short  time. 

( iontraeting  a  serious  illness,  Mr.  Keech  returned 
to  Lancaster,  N.  V.,  and  remained  for  a  time,  and 
on  recovering  his  health  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Augusta  Clapp,  of  Lancaster  County, 
N.  Y.  she  was  a  daughter  of  George  Clapp.  Esq. 
In  1867  the  original  of  our  .-ketch  removed  with 
his  family  to  Ann  Arbor  and  became  a  clerk  for  C. 
Sutherland  &  Co.,  dealers  in  [umber.  He  remained 
with  those  parties  until  the\  sold  out  their  busi- 
ness to  Fredon  &  Son.  who  desired  to  retain  Mr. 
Keech  as  an  employe.  lie  remained  until  1878, 
when  .lames  Tolbert,  of  East  Saginaw,  bought  out 
the  business,  and  Mr.  Keech  was  made  manager  of 
the  yard.  Here  may  be  found  the  best  grades  of 
lumber,  and  most  gentlemanly  attendants  for  those 
who  desire  to  purchase. 

Our  subject  was  elected  Alderman  from  the 
Fourth  Ward  two  terms,  and  has  done  efficient 
service  for  his  city.  At  present  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works,  President  of  the  same. 
and  one  of  the  principal  organizers  of  the  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association,  having  been  President 
for  some  time  over  the  same.  He  is  a  member 
also  of  the  IJetail  Dealers'  State  Lumber  Associa- 
tion. 


_20 


|^  EV.  EDWARD  I).  KELLY,  the  pastor  of 
St.  Thomas' Catholic  Church,  is  a  native 
of  this  State,  ami  i-  familiar  with  the 
\Q  various  phases  of  life  to  which  his  parish- 
ioner- are  born  anil  reared;  hence  he  is  in  peculiar 
sympathy  with  them  and  well  qualified  to  he  the 
leader  of    his  llock.       Father  Kelly   was  born  in  Van 

Buren  County  on  a  farm.  December  30,  1861,  and 

is  a  son   ol    Thomas  and   Man    I  llannan)  Kelly,  na- 
tives   of   Ireland.     They   emigrated   to  the  United 

Stales  when    they  were    young,  and    married    while 
residents  of    New   York    Mate. 

Our    subject's    parent-   soon    after   marriage  re- 
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moved  to  Van  Buren  County,  this  State,  and  set- 
tling on  a  farm  became  engaged  in  stock-raising. 
There  they  still  reside  in  the  enjoyment  of  pleas- 
ant rural  lift).  They  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest, 
lie  acquired  the  rudiments  of  his  education  by  at- 
tendance at  the  district  school  during  the  winter, 
and  worked  on  the  farm  during  the  summer.  As 
soon  as  fitted  for  collegiate  work,  he  was  sent  to 
St.  .Mary's  College.  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  commencing 
his  career  as  a  student  in  that  institution  in  is7(i. 
He  there  spent  three  years  and  thence  went  to 
Baltimore.  Md.,  where  he  entered  St.  Charles  Col- 
lege and  afterward  finished  at  St.  Joseph's  Provin 
eial  Seminary,  Troy,  N.  Y., graduating  from  this  in 
1886. 

On  taking  holy  orders.  Father  Kelly  was  first 
assigned  to  a  charge  in  Battle  Creek,  becoming 
pastor  of  St.  Philip's  Church,  there  spending  two 
years,  and  was  afterward  transferred  to  .Monro 
College  as  Professor  of  English  and  Latin  literature. 
On  the  death  of  Father  Leavy,  President  of  the 
college,  the  Rev.  Father  Kelly  succeeded  to  the 
charge,  remaining  there  until  the  pastor  was 
elected.  Later  Father  Kelly  was  transferred  to  St. 
Joseph's  Church  at  Dexter,  Mich.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  one  year.  In  June  of  1891  lie  cam* 
to  Ann  Arbor  to  take  charge  Of  present  congrega- 
tion, which  comprises  in  his  parochial  district  three 
hundred  families.  Connected  with  the  church  is 
St.  Thomas'  Parochial  School.  The  building  is  a 
handsome  structure,  modern  in  style  of  architec- 
ture. 


APT.  HENRY  S.  BOUTELL.  In  the  his- 
tory of  our  late  war.  the  name  of  our  sub- 
ject will  be  found  as  not  having  home  an 
unimportant  part  in  that  eventful  struggle,  lie 
was  a  member  of  the  old  Fourth  Mi<  higan  Cavalry. 
and  commanded  a  part  of  the  expedition  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  men  who  Captured  Jeff 
Davis.  From  "Michigan  in  the  War"  we  extracl  the 


following:  On  September  1 9,  Lieut.  Boutell  of 
Company  B,  with  a  detail  of  fifty  men  was  sent 
out  as  a  guard  (from  Rosswell,  Ga.,  where  his 
division,  the  Second,  was  encamped)  to  a  forage 
train.  They  were  attacked  by  a  force  estimated  at 
two  hundred  mounted  men.  Lieut.  Boutell  and 
his  men  drew  sabres  and  charged,  driving  the 
rebels  off,  he  receiving  a  hall  through  his  right 
hand,  the  hones  of  which  were  badly  shattered, 
while  two  of  his  men  were  captured.  On  their  way 
hack  to  camp  they  were  again  attacked  by  the  same 
rebel  force  and  again  the  gallant  Boutell  led  a  suc- 
cessful charge  against  them;  his  useless  right  hand 
hanging  by  his  side.  On  May  Hi.  1K<>.~>.  Lieut. 
Boutell  was  commissioned  Captain. 

Our  subject  was  horn  in  Wheeler,  Steuben 
County.  N.  Y..  November  Li.  1830.  His  father. 
Samuel,  was  horn  in  Windham  County.  Vt.  His 
grandfather.  Samuel  was  horn  in  Massachusetts 
near  Boston.  They  trace  their  ancestry  back  to 
the  French  Huguenots.  His  grandfather  was  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  one  of  the  noble  patriots,  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  our  existence  as  a  na- 
tion; he  was  a  well-to-do  farinei  in  Windham 
County  and  a  well-educated  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  represented  his  district  in  the  Vermont  Legisla- 
ture for  thirty-one  years,  and  died  there,  ('apt. 
Boutell 's  father  was  a  farmer.  He  settled  firsl  in 
Albany  County,  afterward  removed  to  Steuben 
County,  and  later  to  Monroe  County.  He  served 
three  months  in  the  War  of  1812.  In  1853  he  came 
to  Michigan,  locating  in  Milford,  Oakland  County 
as  a  farmer,  where  he  remained  until  the  year  1«7.">. 
when  he  came  to  live  with  our  subject,  and  died  in 
l«7(i.  In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  after- 
ward a  Republican.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a 
Presbyterian.  ('apt.  Boutell's  mother,  Caroline 
Billson,  was  born  in  Albany  County,  N.  Y.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Henry  Billson  a  farmer  and  a 
Minute  Man  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was 
descended  from  the  old  Holland  Hutch;  his  re- 
ligion was  Hutch  Reformed.  His  mother  died  in 
Howard  City.  Kan.,  where  she  resided   with   a    son. 

There  were  nine  children    born    to   Mr.    and    Mrs. 

Boutell,  one    of    whom.    Samuel,  died    in    infancy. 
Our   subject.    Cornelius,    who    was    in    the    fourth 

Michigan  Cavalry  served    until    the   close  of  the 
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war;  lie  died  in  Howard  City.  Hiram  enlisted  in 
the  First  Michigan  [nfantry  in  1861,  and  was 
wounded  al  thebattleof  Bull  I>'un.  He  was  after- 
ward promoted  to  a  Lieutenancy  in  the  Michigan 
Lancers,  and  then  in  the  Seventh  Cavartry  in 
which  he  remained  until  the  close  of  tin'  war. 
Alexander  enlisted  in  the  Lancers  and  was  after 
ward  in  Capt.  Brown's  Quartermaster's  Department 
al  Nashville.  John  was  in  the  Fourth  Michigan 
Cavalry  and  served  his  country'  until  peace  was 
declared;  lie  now  resides  in  Howard  City.  Eliza- 
beth, Mary  and  Sarah  are  now  deceased.  It  will 
lie  seen  from  this  record  how  largely  the  Boutell 
family  inherited  the  noble  patriotism  of  father 
and  grandfather. 

('apt.  Boutell  worked  on  his  father's  farm  from 
,  1844  until  1851,  where  he  was  obliged  to  hear  the 
brunt  of  the  burden  owing  to  his  father's  incapac- 
ity for  work.  In  1851  he  came  to  Michigan  by 
boat  to  Detroit,  and  from  thereto  Ypsilanti.  where 
he  worked  land  for  Mr.  Ballaid.  In  1853  he  went 
hack  to  the  farm  in  order  to  help  move  the  family 
to  Mi  If  or  d.  lie  was  engaged  in  farming  in  1862 
when  August  11.  oi  that  year  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany 11.  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry;  lie  was  mus- 
tered in  at  Detroit,  and  from  there  was  sent  to 
Jefferson.  Ind..  where  he  remained  for  two  week-. 
after  which  he  marched  South.  He  took  part  in 
the  following  battles  and  skirmishes:  Crab  Or- 
chard, raids  after  Morgan,  Stone  River,  and  in  all 
ninety-six  battles  and  skirmishes.  He  was  never 
absent  from  the  field  nor  in  hospital  until  Septem- 
ber 26,  1864,  when  he  was  wounded  first  at  Ross- 
ville  as  previously  spoken  of  in  this  sketch.  He 
had  charge  of  the  dismounted  men  until  Novem- 
ber 12.  when  he  went  home  on  a  furlough.  From 
the  time  he  enlisted  until  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  service  of  his  country,  ('apt. 
Boutell  was  gradually  promoted,  step  by  step  from 
hij_di  private  until  he  was  com  missioned  Captain  in 
1865.  The  history  of  his  career  through  the  war 
is  a  most  enviable  one  and  he  came  home  covered 

with  laurels  to  receive  the  congratulations  of  his 
friends  on  his  safe  return  and  on  his  glorious 
record. 

[n  September,  1866  he   came  hack  to   Ypsilanti 
and  worked  as   clerk    in   a  dry-goods  store  for  Sam 


Post  where  he  received  the  munificent  salary  of  $50 
for  six  months.  The  following  six  months  he  re- 
ceived $25  a  month,  lie  remained  with  Mr.  Posl 
until  hi'  quit  the  business    selling  the    last    of    his 

g Is  on  the  road  at  auction.      He  bought    a    farm 

in  1867  containing  forty  acres  after  which  he 
added  to  it  and  in  18t;:>  had  a  handsome  farm  of 
eighty  aero  which  he  improved  and  on  which  he 
has  lived  ever  since  with  the  exception    of    six     or 

seven  years.  From  October,  1868  to  January  1. 
187(1  he  acted  as  Clerk  in  the  State  Land  Office 
after  which  he  engaged  as  traveling  salesman  for 
the  Nerre  Tobacco  Works  of  Detroit,  through 
Michigan.  With  them  he  remained  until  .Inly. 
1875,  returning  to  his  farm  in  May.  1882.  He  was 
Deputy  Collector  in  the  Detroit  Custom  House  four 
and  one-half  years,  and  for  three  years  in  charge 
Of  the  Office  at  the  foot  of  Woodward  Avenue. 
After  leaving  there  fifty  of  his  fellow-Officers  pre- 
sented him  with  a  testimonial  of  respect  in  the 
shape  of  twelve  pieces  of  silver  table  service,  giving 
him  a  banquet  in  the  evening,  thereby  showing 
their  practical  appreciation  of   his  worth. 

('apt.  Boutell  now  pays  his  attention  to  general 
farming  and  the  raising  of  tine  horse-,  -uch  as  the 
Hambletonians  and  standard  strains.  Some  of 
these  he  has  raised,  have  run  successfully  on  tin- 
track.  In  1890  he  waselected  Marshal  and  by  virtue 
of  his  office  he  became  Chief  of  Police.  In  1891 
he  was  appointed  Marshal  by  the  Mayor:  he    was 

also  appointed    Poor    Master    in     1891.       He    has    a 

capacious  and  hands e  residence    located    at    No. 

;">17  Pearl  street. 

(apt.  Boutell  was  married  in  Adrain.  May  23, 
1*77.  His  wife  Miss  Katie  Carpenter  was  horn  in 
Ontario,  Canada,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Horace 
Carpenter,  who  was  horn  in  New  York.  Her  fa- 
ther was  a  railroad  man.  also  contractor  and  builder 
for  the  Michigan  Central  railroad  and  afterward 
the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern:  he  has 
lived  in  Ypsilanti  since  1*18.  Mr-.  Boutell's 
mother.  Ann  Gibbons  was  horn  in  Ireland  and  re- 
moved from  there  to  Canada  when  a  child,  remain- 
ing there  until  her  marriage  when  she  came  to 
Ypsilanti,  where  she  died  in  1889.  As  the  result 
of  this  union  there  were  five  girls  and  two  boys, 
.Mrs.    Boutell    being    the    fourth    in  order  of   birth. 
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This  young  lady  was  reared  and  educated  in  Ypsi- 
lanti  and  was  engaged  in  teaching  for  seven  years 
in  the  Fifth  Ward  School  continuing  to  teach  until 
her  marriage.  One  child,  Horace,  Iims  been  the  re- 
sult of  this  union.  Mrs.  Boutell  is  a  prominenl 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  church 
societies  and  is  a  very  accomplished  lady.  Our 
subject  has  been  Township  Treasurer  for  five  terms 
and  is  a  member  of  the  following  societies:  Free 
and  accepted  Masons,  is  charter  member  of  the 
Lansing  Post  and  the  Fairbanks  Post  G.  A.  R., 
at  Detroit.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  and  has  been  President  one 
term  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry  Associ- 
ation and  is  a  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. In  politics  he  is  a  true  blue  Republi- 
can. He  has  been  a  delegate  to  county  conven- 
tions and  every  State  Convention  of  his  party 
since  the  war  with  the  exception  of  two.  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  Republican  County  Committee  and 
has  been  Chairman  of  the  City  Committee  for 
three  years.  As  will  be  observed  by  these  posi- 
tions of  trust,  Capt.  Boutell  is  very  popular,  and 
deservedly  so.  as  he  has  always  proved  honest  and 
true  to  the  trusts  imposed  on  him. 


*r*rH-J**- 


}     I     r     i     I  .m  d  ,n,   •    . 


lURKE  SPENCER.  A  native  of  the  county 
in  which  he  now  resides  anil  a  son  of  a 
ftfSDJJI/'  family  whose  history  was  identified  with 
the  State  in  days  of  earlier  and  simplerstylc 
of  living,  he  of  whom  we  write  is  now  possessed  of 
a  fine  farm  of  his  own  on  section  2,  Ypsilanti  Town- 
ship, where  he  is  known  as  a  prominent  agriculturist 
and  stock-dealer.  He  was  born  May  7.  1838,  and 
is  a  son  of  the  Hon.  <  Jrove  and  Emily  (  Millington  ) 
Spencer.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Abel 
Millington,  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  this  locality. 
Our  subject's  father  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts 
and  his  mother  of  New  York  State.  The  I  Ion.  ( rrove 
Spencer  came  to  this  State  when  a  young  man. 
He  was  by  profession.!,  lawyer,  to  which  he  devoted 
himself  in  early  life,  but  on  the  failureof  his  health 
he  turned  his  attention  to  farming.      For  a  time  lie 


conducted  the  law  business  at  Ypsilanti,  settling  Oil 
the  farm  where  our  subject  now  lives  in  the  - f n  i 1 1 Li 
of  1844.  There  he  spent  Hie  remainder  of  his  life 
and  passed  away  in  1854:  his  wife  survived  him 
by  many  years,  her  decease  occurring  May  21.  1887. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  was  one  of  eighl  chil- 
dren, he  being  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  They 
are  Burke,  Capt.  Clinton  Spencer,  now  at  Lansing; 
Emmons,  who  resides  iii  California;  Grove,  who 
lives  in  Ypsilanti;  Daniel  in  Detroit  and  Lydia  in 
Ypsilanti.  The  last  named  was  formerly  a  teacher. 
The  senior  Mr.  Spencer  had  served  as  Supervisor 
of  Ypsilanti  Township  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
was  for  several  terms  a  member  qf  the  State  Leg- 
islature, being  a  member  of  the  firsl  session  held 
at  Lansing  after  that  city  was  made  the  capital  of 
Michigan.  Educational  matters  were  to  him  of 
all-absorbing  interest,  and  by  his  unceasing  effort 
he  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  Normal  School 
al  Ypsilanti.  lie  was  in  his  political  preference  a 
Whig.  His  interest  in  educational  matterswas  not 
a  hobby  but  an  outcome  of  carefully  compared  and 

considered  systems  of  worldwide  reputation. 

Burke  Spencer, ■  subject,  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  place.  The  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  education  were  instilled  into  lii>  \  i .mi _; 
mind  in  the  I'nion  and  Normal  schools  of  Ypsil- 
anti.  and  in  the  usual  way  he  attained  manhood 
by  alternately  receiving  the  frowns  and   favors  of 

fortune.      lie  was  married  October   lb.  I  SI!  I.  to  .Miss 

Phebe  Blackmar,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  County, 
this  State.  Augusl  1  1.  Iis:i7.  She  is  n  daughter  of 
William  and  Laura  (Tibbetts)  Blackmar, the  former 

of  whom  is  now  deceased;  the  latter  making  her 
residence  now  in  California.  The  I'.l.'ickiuars  were 
natives  of  New  York  State  and  Mrs.  Spencer's 
father  was  but  a  youth  when  he  came  to  Wayne 
County,  this  State,  her  mother  having  made  her 
advent  here  when  bm  seven  years  of  age;  they 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  State.  Of 
the  children  born  to  her  parents  twelve  survive. 
They  are  Caroline,  Phebe,  Julia,  Mary.  Laura.  Esbon, 
Ransom.  <  l.-na.  Frank,  Amelia. I  .:i  \  in  i:i  and  William. 
The  eldest  daughter  is  now  the  widow  of  Dr.  Darl- 
ing, of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Julia  is  the  wife  of  George 
Stewart,  of  Wayne  County.  Mich.:  Mary  is  the  con- 
sori    of    Oscar    1'uucliet.  of    Toledo.  Ohio:    Laura 
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married  Le^  i  Winn,  of  Sycamore,  111.;  Esbon  resides 
in  Toledo,  Ohio:  Ransom  makes  his  home  in  Cali- 
fornia;  Clara,  who  is  the  wife  of  Hugh  Wise,  re- 
sides in  Alaska;  Frank  lives  in  California,  as  does 
William;  Amelia  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Chope  and 
lives  in  Detroit:  Lavina  is  the  helpmate  of  John 
Humphrey  and  makes  her  home  in  Brighton,  this 
State. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  engages  ex- 
tensively in  buying  and  shipping  cattle  and  sheep, 
which  he  finds  to  be  most  profitable  business. 
Liberal  in  his  own  religious  views,  our  subject  en- 
courages his  wife  in  her  inclination  for  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  she  is  a  member.  Politi- 
cally our  subject  inclines  to  the  platform  of  the 
Democratic  party.  His  faun  is  not  extensive, 
comprising  only  sixty  acres  of  land,  all  of  which, 
however,  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Social  life  would  be  incomplete  without  the  genial 
face  and  ready  wit  of  he  of  whom  we  write,  and  of 
his  amiable  and  accomplished  wife.  The  Spencer 
family  is  recognized  as  among  the  time-honored 
members  of  pioneer  life  in  Washtenaw  County. 
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SIDNEY  A.  COLLINS  is  the  owner  of  the 
farm  on  section  18,  Lyndon  Township. 
'  Ilis  place  comprises  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  land,  and  undoubtedly  lie 
has  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  township.  Ilis 
place  also  bears  the  best  of  improvements,  his 
buildings  being  commodious  and  substantial.  His 
dwelling  is  an  attractive  home,  beautified  a- 
regards  it-  exterior  by  a  fine  prospect,  choice 
varieties  of  trees,  a  pleasanl  lawn  and  beautiful 
shrubs.  The  barns  arc  roomy  and  well  built.  Mr. 
Collins  is  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  X.  Y..  hav- 
ing been  born  in  the  township  of  Rose,  May  8, 
1828.  lie  i- a -on  of  Alpheusand  Betsey  (Hall) 
Collins,  natives  of  Vermont  and  New  Jersey  re- 
spectively, who  were  married  ill  New  York  State. 
Our  subject's  father  was  an  extensive  farmer  ill 
his  native  county,  but  desirous  of  havinga  broader 
chance-  he  came  Wes1  in  1831,  and  settled  at  Pitts- 


ticld.  Washtenaw  County,  taking  up  the  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acresof  land  from  the  Government 
It  was  at  that  time  all  timber  openings.  He  erected 
a  cabin,  which  served  a-  his  first  home  and 
there  he  with  his  family  remained  for  eighteen 
years,  in  the  meantime  adding  fine  buildings  to  the 
place  and  improving  the  farm.  lie  thin  -old  it 
and  came  to  Lyndon  Town-hip.  and  here  wa.-  the 
"\\  ncr  of  a  farm  comprising    live  hundred  acre-  of 

land.     Thi-  wa-  hi-  1 le  for  the  remainder  of  his 

life,  lie  occupied  various  offices  in  the  township, 
having  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Supervisor. 
Politically  he  wa-  a  Republican,  and  in  hi-  church 
relation-  he  and  hi-  wife  were  associated  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  body.  They  were  buried  on 
the  farm  which  they  owned. 

.Mr.  Collins,  sr..  was  regarded  a-  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative pioneers  of  the  county  and  a  man  of 
great  intelligence  and  mental  calibre.  lie  was 
elected  one  of  the  delegates  from  this  county  to 
form  a  State  Constitution,  and  was  a  signer  of  Un- 
original instrument,  the  convention  being  held  at 
Detroit.  Our  subject  wa-  one  of  a  fauiih  of  eleven 
children  born  to  his  parents,  of  whom  nine  grew 
to  maturity.  Only  two  of  these  are  now  living — 
he  of  whom  we  write,  and  Dr.  William  W.  Collins, 

of    Albion,  Calhoun  County,  where  he  is  a  pr i- 

nent  physician,  having  enjoyed  an  extensive  prac- 
tice for  the  past  twenty  years. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
district  School  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home  and  at 
Albion,  finishing  at  Ann  Arbor.  After  completing 
his  course  he  engaged  in  teaching  for  two  winters 
at  I'naililla.  Livingston  County.  lie  wasreared  a 
farmer  hoy  and  lived  at  home  until  he  wa-  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  then  started  out  for  himself 
and  purchased  sixty-four  acres  of  land,  being  the 
nucleus  of  the  farm  upon  which  In-  now  lives.  Hav- 
ing no  resources  at  hand  Mr.  Collin-  wa-  obliged 
in  run  in  debt  to  a  considerable  ex  ten  1  for  hi- 
place,  hut  being  successful  from  the  first  In-  was 
enabled    -non    to    liquidate    the   indebtedness  and 

added  piece  by  piece  other  lands. 

On  first  settling  here  our  subject  found  only  a 
log  cabin  on  the  place,  in  which  he  lived  for  eleven 
years,  lie  then  built  his  present  tine  home  and 
three  large  barns  and  shed-.     He  ha-  been  engaged 
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in  mixed  husbandry,  and  was  also  for  three  years 
engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  stock  to  Detroil 
and  Buffalo.  Ho  has  held  various  offices  in  the 
township,  and  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  protec- 
tionist. 

Sidney  A.  Collins  was  married  in  1850,  to  Sylvia 
Heed,  who  was  born  in  New  York.  Slie  is  a  daughter 
of  Ira  and  Mary  A.  (Scotield)  Heed,  natives  of  On- 
tario County,  N.  Y.  Her  parents  died  when  Mrs. 
Collins  was  young,  but  prior  to  their  decease  they 
had  removed  to  Ann  Arbor,  where  the  father  was 
Sheriff.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins  are  the  parents  of 
six  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Miriam, 
Ida.  Loda,  Adah,  Lucia  and  Agnes.  The  second 
daughter  is  now  Mrs.  Dr.  Palmer,  of  Chelsea,and  the 
mother  of  two  children ;  Loda  married  Montgom- 
ery bpdyke,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child;  Adah 
married  Edward  Sprout  and  has  two  children; 
Lucia  married  Frank  Bott.  Our  subject  has  greatly 
appreciated  the  advantages  that  education  gives  a 
man  or  woman,  and  has  spared  no  pains  or  means 
that  his  children  might  be  well  equipped  mentally. 
His  daughter,  Ida,  was  engaged  as  a  teacher,  and  as 
a  family  his  children  are  proficient  in  music.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  he  having  helped  to  organize  a 
church  of  that  denomination  in  Waterloo,  in  1874. 
lie  is  a  Class-Leader,  and  has  held  all  the  offices  in 
the  church.  Of  a  deeply  religious  nature  Ik  takes 
a  great  interest  in  all  church  work. 


V_ 
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OIIN  W.  COWAN.  Integrity,  intelligence 
and  system  are  characteristics  which  will 
advance  the  interests  of  any  man  and  will 
tend  to  the  prosperity  to  which  all  aspire. 
Such  are  some  of  the  traits  of  the  gentleman  whose 
portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite  page  and  whose 
residence  is  in  tin'  village  of  Manchester.  \\ rash- 
ington  County,  N.  Y..  was  his  native  home  and  he 
was  born  November  10,  1*2"2.  his  father,  John  M. 
Cowan,  being  a  native  of  the  same  Stale  and  born 
in      I7'.I2.       The    father    removed     to     Washtenaw 


County  in  1838  and  buying  a  farm  there  sojourned 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  passing  away  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  He  was  a  man  of 
prominence  in  the  community  and  actively  identi- 
fied with  the  Democratic  party. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  who  was  known  in 
her  maiden  days  as  Elizabeth  Green,  was  bora  in 
Washington  County,  N.  Y..  in  1 7 '. > 7 .  and  was 
reared  in  her  native  home.  She  died  in  Monroe 
County.  N.  Y..  at  the  age  of  forty-live  years  and 
the  father  took  as  his  second  companion,  Hannah 
Delemater.  To  our  subject's  parents  were  born 
three  sons  anil  live  daughters,  and  of  them  onlv 
two  are  remaining. 

John  W.  Cowan's  boyhood  days  were  spent  in 
Washington,  Monroe  and  Onondaga  Counties,  N. 
Y.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan with  bis  father  and  remained  with  him  until 
he  reached  'lis  majority.  He  then  began  to  work 
for  a  neighboring  farmer  and  after  two  years  un- 
dertook a  different  line  of  business,  buying  and  sell- 
ing produce  through  the  winter  and  threshing  anil 
farming  during  the  summer,  continuing  thus  for 
some  ten  years.  In  1851  he  was  united  in  tin1  bonds 
of  matrimony  with  Dorcas  M.  Thompson,  who  was 
born  in  New  York  bul  came  to  Michigan  when 
quite  a  young  girl,  and  received ,  much  of  her 
training  and  education  in  Dexter  Township,  Wash- 
tenaw County. 

The  first  home  of  the  young  couple  was  in 
Sharon  Township  and  there  Mr.  Cowan  engaged 
in  general  merchandising  and  farming,  lie  sold 
out  his  property  there  in  1875,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  came  to  Manchester  locating  where  he 
now  resides.  Heat  one  time  owned  and  carried 
on  a  farm  of  fifteen  hundred  acres  and  was  at  the 
same  time  engaged  in  various  lines  of  business,  in- 
cluding wagon-making,  blacksmithing,  a  meat  mar- 
ket a  ml  a  livery  Stable.  At  thai  time  lie  kept  fif- 
teen hundred  sheep,  thirty  head  of  horses  and 
other  stock   in   proportion  and  sold  one  clipping  of 

wool  for  $6,000.  lie  carried  on  business  in  this 
large  way  for  some  twenty-five  years  but  in  1878 
retired  from  all  active  business. 

Lor  many  years  Mr.  Cowan  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  has  served  as    Notary    Public,  Collector 

of  the    Township,    and    School     Director.      lie    has 
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been  much  depended  on  for  drawing  up  legal  pa- 
pers for  his  aeighbors,  and  has  drawn  deeds,  mort- 
gages, etc.,  and  has  also  been  an  auctioneer.  Only 
one  child,  a  daughter,  Kate  K..  blessed  this  home 
and  she  was  called  from  the  arms  of  her  Joving 
parents  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  Mr.  Cowan 
has  kepi  a  record  of  his  daily  life  for  the  pasl 
thirty  years  and  can  turn  to  any  day  in  that  period 
and  give  an  intelligenl  account  of  his  doings  at 
that  time.  His  ability,  sagacity  ami  unusual  busi- 
aess  facilities  have  made  him  conspicuous  in  this 
county  and  his  reputation  is  wide  spread. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  the 
lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Cowan,  which  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume. 


H§r 


-—■.#.;. 


H^* 


/ 


OlIN  SMALLEY,  a  prominent  farmer  re- 
siding on  section  36,Manchester  Township, 
was  born  in  Putnam  County,  N.  V..  in  the 
town  of  Kent.  May  23,  1806.  He  is  a  son 
of  Isaac  Smalley  who  was  born  in  the  same  place 
as  his  son.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  was  one  to  he  stationed  upon  the  island 
to  protect  the  city  of  New  York.  Hi-  decease  took 
place  in  his  native  town  in  1812.  Our  subject's 
mother  was.  prior  to  her  marriage.  Miss  Lizzie 
Russell,  and  was  born  about  fifty  miles  north  of 
the  cit\  of  New  York  in  Kent  Township.  Putnam 
County;  her  decease  took  place  in  1818. 

Our  subjed  is  one  of  six  children  horn  to  his 
parents.  They  all  reached  manhood  and  woman- 
hood and  became  the  heads  of  families  of  their 
own.  John  Smalley  is  the  fourth  child  and  the 
Only  One  Of  the  family  now  surviving.  (In  the 
death  of  hi-  mother  when  the  lad  was  twelve  years 
old  he  was  taken  into  the  family  of  Samuel  Sarles, 
remaining  with  him  hut  a  short  time,  then  went  to 
make  his  home  with  his  grandparents;  he  afterward 
went  to  stay  with  a  family  by  the  name  of  Kellcv. 
at  a  time  whei  all  the  members  of  the  family  were 
stricken  with  sickness  and  unable  to  help  them- 
selves. He  remained  with  this  family  for  aboul  ten 

years,  after    which  he  made    hi-     home    at     a     place 


called  Hulls  Head  in  New  York  City  where  he  was 
engaged  in  handling  horses,  buying  and  selling 
them  for  other  people,  lie  was  also  employed  in 
mason  work  and  man\  of  the  -tone  wall-  in  the 
country  about  New  York  were  put  together  by  his 
hands. 

Mr.  Smalley  was  married  in  Putnam  County, 
N.  Y..in  1830,  to  Miss  Maria  Gunnings,  a  native  of 
Putnam  County,  N.  Y.  Soon  after  the  wedding 
the\  came  to  Michigan  and  proceeded  directly  to 
Lenawee  County  where  they  remained  for  five 
years.  Thence  they  removed  to  Washtenaw  County 
and  settled  in  Manchester   Town-hip.    where   our 

subject  now  reside-.  The  lir-t  home  occupied  l>\ 
the  family  was  a  log  house,  which  he  had  hewn 
from  the  standing  timber  and  put  together  him- 
self. It  had  a  dirt  lloor  and  no  window-  and  the 
roof  wa-  made  of  slabs;  within  were  six  chairs,  a 
table  and  ,-ome  other  necessities.  I  ndaunted, 
however,  by  the  privations  of  the  time  and  place 
he  set  himself  to  clear  the  tract  and  he  succeeded 
in  making  it  an  admirable  and  productive  place 
and  now  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest 
settler  in  the  township.  The  log  house  was  soon 
replaced  h\  a  small  frame  house.  It  was  surrounded 
then  by  eighty  acres  of  land,  now   there   arc  two 

hundred  and  twenty  five  acres,  all  well  improved 
and  the  result  of  his  own  labor. 

There  were  live  sons  and  one  daughter  horn  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smalley.  The  eldest  James  is  deceased 
a- are  Iluldah  and  Charles.  The  living  are  Francis. 
Jonathan  and  George.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  March  13,    1856;  our  subject    afterward 

married   Miss  .lane    Wilson     April      II.    1857.       Mi-. 

Smalley  was  born  October  28,  1809   and    remained 

under  her  father'-  roof  until  she  wa-  married,  at 
which  lime  -he    came    to     Michigan.       Mr.    Smalley 

handles  many  horses  in  the  county,  buying  and 
shipping  to  New  York  City  by  the  carload  and  is 
probably  a  better  judge  of  horseflesh  than  any 
other  man  in  the  county.  He  has  also  bred  some 
gOOd  horses  and  ha- the  finest  cattle  in   this  part  of 

the   country,  frequently    shipping    them    to    New 
York  City,  where  they  command   the    best    prices. 
\t  one  time  one  head  received  as  high  as  1300.  lie 
has   also   been    in   the   sheep  business,  keepis 
many  as  four  hundred  head  at  one  Lime.     After  a 
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long  life  spent  in  active  business,  he  is  now  enjoy- 
ing a  respite  from  care  and  responsibility.  His  son 
George  carries  on  the  place  and  has  a  one-half  in- 
terest in  its  products.  Politically,  Mr.  Smalley  is 
a  Republican.  In  his  church  relations  he  with  the 
members  of  his  family  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  body,  he  having  been  m  Trustee  in  the 
same. 
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i^p^l'lTS  F.  HFTZEL  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
//TV  Ilutzel   it   Co..   of   Ann    Arbor,   plumbers, 

V J    steam  and  gas  fitters,  and  dealers  in  paints, 

oils  and  glass,  their  place  of  business  being  at  No. 
11  South  Main  Street.  Our  subject  was  boni  in 
this  county,  February  18,  1855,  and  is  the  second 
son  of  August  F.  and  Saphia  (Mann)  Ilutzel, 
natives  of  Germany.  Mrs.  Hutzel's  father  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  State.  Titus  F.  Ilutzel,  our 
Subject,  received  a  good  education  in  the  city 
schools  of  Ann  Arbor  and  on  leaving  school  be- 
came an  assistant    in    his    father's    grocery    store. 

Not  finding  this  business  congenial  to  his  taste. 
he  concluded  to  change  it  and  learn  the  tinner's 
trade  with  John  Shumacher  ami  Weitbrecht,  with 
whom  he  spent  three  years.  He  then  traveled  as  a 
journeyman  for  the  firm.  Leaving  them,  lie  went 
to  Detroit  and  learned  the  plumbing  trade,  spend- 
ing four  years  at  the  Detroit  Nittle  and  Heating 
Works.  Returning  once  more  to  Ann  Arbor,  he 
went  into  the  plumbing  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, continuing  the  same  until  the  firm  of  Ilut- 
zel &  Co.  was  formed  in  1878,  devoting  his  time 
entirely  to  the  plumbing  department  of  the  busi- 
ness. 

In  Imko.  our  subject  having  shown  good  business 
ability,  was  taken  in  as  full  partner  of  the  firm, 
his  father  being  one  and  his  brother  Herman  the 
other  members  of  the  firm,  incorporating  the 
plumbing  business  with  thai  of  paints,  oils  and 
glass.  The  firm  did  an  extensive  business  running 
up  to  1889,  when  the  two  brothers  purchased  their 
father's  interest,  still  continuing  business  on  the 
same  stand,   under   the    firm  name  of  Ilutzel  &  Co. 

In  addition  to  their  other  business  Ilutzel  A'   Co. 


have  turned  their  attention  to  the  construction  of 
water- works,  having  put  in  the  water- works  at  Ann 
Arbor,  also  at  Elgin  and  Streator,  111.  Titus  F. 
Ilutzel  was  married  in  1884  to  Miss  Emma  Brehm, 
of  Ann  Arbor,  she  was  a  daughter  of  Peter 
Brehm,  whose  ancestors  came  from  Germany.  Mr. 
and  Mi>.  Ilutzel  have  had  three  children :  Eleanor 
I...  August  F.  and  [ma.  Mr.  Hutzel  is  President 
of  the  Ann  Arbor  Sporting  Club,  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Ann  Arbor  Workingmen's Society.  He  and 
his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church,  in  the  interests  of  which  they  take  an  ac- 
tive part.  They  have  a  handsome  residence  at  No. 
*1  West  Huron  Street.  Mr.  Ilutzel  has  been  one 
of  the  directors  of  the  Ann  Arbor  Water  Company 
since  its  organization.  He  is  also  one  of  the  stock- 
holders in  the  Michigan  Furniture  Company,  as 
well  as  being  a  stockholder  in  the  Ann  Arbor 
Piano  and  Organ  Works.  Mr.  Hutzel's  success  in 
life  is  entirely  due  to  his  own  push,  pluck  and  per- 
severance, from  a  small  beginning  having  risen  to 
a  position  of  prominence  in  this  community,  where 
he  is  so  well  known  and  thoroughly  respected. 
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URT    F.  SCHUMACHER.     The  gentleman 

whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch    is 
the  second  son  in  order  of  birth  of  his  par- 
ents'   family    and    the  third  child,      lie  was 
bom  in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  January    lo.    1868, 

and  is  a  son  of  John  Schumacher,  who  died  Febru- 
ary 1(>.  1890.  The  latter  was  one  of  the  prominent 
and  enterprising  workers  of  Ann  Arbor — a  man  of 
financial  standing  and  one  who  sought  to  promote 
social  ami  personal  purity. 

Our  subject's  father  who  was  also  Loin  in  this 
city,  September  11,  1839,  and  who  died  at  the  date 
above  given,  was  greatly  mourned  by  hundreds  of 
people,  to  whom  he  had  endeared  himself  through- 
out a  lifelong  residence  in  this  city.  For  a  long 
time  the  cause  of  temperance  had  no  more  earnest 
defender  and  the  reformed  man  no  truer  friend. 
lie  was  a  son  of  Frederick  Schumacher,  who  was  one 
of  the  earliest   settlers  in    this   pari   of  the  stale. 
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Between   the  ages  of  fourteen  and  seventeen   he 

lived  in  Detroit  and  Toledo,  hut  -pent  the  remain- 
der of  his  life  in  this  city.  After  learning  the 
hardware  trade  he  started  in  business  for  himself 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  lie  was  married  to 
Mis-  Sarah  Harkins,  who  with  four  children  sur- 
vive him.  A  daily  paper  publishing  an  obituary 
notice  at  the  time  of  his  decease  said  of  him  that 
lushest  work  will  never  he  written.  Only  those 
whom  his  genial  sympathy  has  lifted  to  a  better 
life  know  the  full  extent  of  what  he  has  done. 
For  mam'  years  Ins  store  on  Alain  Street  has  been 
the  center  of  all  forms  of  temperance  work.  He 
possessed  the  rare  faculty  of  retaining  almost  uni- 
versal friendship  while  engaged  with  intense  ear- 
nestness in  reformatory   work. 

With  such  an  example  daily  before  him  of  virtue, 

unquestioned  1 ality  and  piety,  our  subject  grew 

to  manhood  and  imbibed  the  principles  that  should 
guide    a    truly    pure  life.      lie  was  educated  in  the 

city  scl 1-  of  Ann    Arbor   and    later   entered    the 

Ilio-b  School.  On  finishing  his  course  he  entered 
his  father's  store  as  an  assistant  and  there  learned 
the  tinner's  trade  and  remained  with  his  father 
until  his  death,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  business, 
the  place  being  located  at  No.  (Is  South  Main 
Street,  where  may  he  found  a  good  stock  of  both 
heavy  hardware,  stoves  and  furnace.-,  and  domestic 
utensils.  In  stoves  and  furnaces  our  subject  car- 
ries a  particularly  good  stock, having  the  latest  and 
most  approved  designs.  He  has  in  his  manufac- 
turing establishment  the  best  machinery  and  is  pre- 
pared to  do  satisfactory  work  for  his  patrons. 


KNKV    I).    1M.ATT.     This    prominent    .it i- 

j    zen    of   Pittsfield  Township    was    born    on 

\g'    section  11.  of  this   township,  on  the  5th  of 

fig)      August,  1835,  his  parents  being   Edwin  A. 

and  Caroline  E.  (Pardee)  Piatt,  both   being  from 

Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y..  where  he  was  a   farmer. 

The  maternal  grandfather  came  to   America   from 

Scotland    OS    did     al.-o     the    paternal,   hut    thi.-    wa- 

generations  back   in  the   family    history.     A   com- 


mon-school education  was  afforded  our  subject, 
and  afterward  he  attended  -elect  schools  both  in 
Vpsilanti  and  Ann  Arbor.  Hi-  father  was  called 
away  by  death  August  28,  1885,  the  mother  had 
previously  departed  January  11.  1882.  she  was 
seventy-seven  year- old  at  the  time  of  her  decease, 

and  tic  father  reached  eighty-Six  years. 

Upon  reaching  hi-  majority,  our  subject  cele- 
brated New  Year'-  Day.  1858,  by  taking  to  him- 
self a  wife  in  the  person  of  Su-.au.  daughter  of 
Sherman    Hinckley,    of    thi-    township.      Two     sons 

crowned  t h i>  marriage — William  II..  who  was  horn 
in  October,  1859,  and  is  now  a  trader  in  Marshall 
County,  Minn.:  and  Henry  S..  horn  in  duly.  1861, 
who  i-  located  at  Rochester,  N.  Y..  and  i-  a  travel- 
ing -ale-man.  selling  clothing  in  four  States.  The 
mother  of  these  -oils  died  in  September,  1861,  and 
was  buried  at  Vpsilanti,  and  Mr.  Piatt  was  married, 
in  1863,  to  Sarah  M.,  daughter  ol  A.  Rowley,  of 
Mar-hall.  Mich.  Two  daughters  have  been  granted 
to  this  union — L.  May.  who  was  horn  April  12. 
1864,  and  is  at  home  with  her  parents,  and  Nellie 
A.,  horn  in  Maw  1866,  and  now  married  to  1!.  E. 
Cook,  who  resides  at  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Mr.  l'latt  began  life  as  a  farmer  on  section  in. 
of  this  township,  and  here  he  resided  until  the 
spring  of  i  si;;,,  when  he  -old  out  and  purchased  a 
small  farm  near  Y'psilanti.  After  residing  on  that 
place  for  some  time  he  exchanged  it  for  hi-  la- 
ther'.- homestead,  upon  which  lie  has  resided  since 
1866.  Here  he  has  a  line  estate  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy  acres,  all  in  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, where  he  carries  on  mixed  farming  and  pays 
a  greal  deal  of  attention  to  the  breeding  of  Jer- 
sey cattle,  of  which  he  keep-  -ome  six  to  twelve 
head  all  the  time.  In  sheep  he  breeds  the  Shrop- 
shire and  keep-  a  lame  Hock.  His  father,  who 
came  here  in  1833,  ranks  a-  a  genuine  pioneer, 
and  it  was  he  who  cleared  this  place  from  the  con- 
dition of  a  wilderness.  I  pon  this  farm  -till  -lands 
in  good  bearing  condition  the  lirsi  orchard  ever 
set  out  in  Washtenaw  (  ount  \ . 

The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  l'latt  are  with 
the  Republican  party,  ami  he  ha-  been  Town-hip 
Treasurer  for  the  past  two  years,  and  l'athnia-ter 
for  mam  year-,  a.-  he  takes  a  genuine  intcre-t  jn 
"odd   road-.       lie  \\.-i-    one  of    the    founder-  of    the 
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order  of  Patrons  (if  Husbandry  in  Washtenaw 
County,  and  has  been  on  the  committee  of  the 
State  Grange  for  the  past  ten  years,  taking  the 
place  of  the  late  J.  Webster  Childs.  He  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  members  of  the  Grange  to  fighl 
the  well-known  patent  gate  swindle,  which  case  he 
carried  to  the  United  States  Court  and  named  the 
suit  at  every  step.  He  was  then  appointed  by  the 
State  Grange  to  fight  the  drive  well  swindle  which 
had  been  so  extensively  carried  on.  This  was  also 
carried  to  the  federal  courts,  and  here  he  gained 
another  victory. 

In  July,  I s s 7 .  our  subject  took  the  office  of 
state  oil  Inspector,  by  appointment  under  Gov. 
Luce,  and  held  the  office  until  .Tune.  1891.  He 
had  twenty-three  deputies  appointed  under  him 
to  attend  to  the  business,  and  he  did  the  general 
supervision,  holding  the  office  for  two  terms.  Edu- 
cational movements  always  command  his  interest 
and  sympathy,  and  he  has  given  to  his  family  a 
good  education.  He  is  a  believer  in  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  but  has  never  identified  himself  with 
any  church. 


a^ 


OSEPH  II.  MANNING,  is  the  genial  man- 
ager of  tin-  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany at  Vpsilaiiti.  and  lias  been  so  connected 
for  the  past  twenty-live  years,  and  for  the 
last  few  years  he  has  added  and  run  in  connection 
with  his  other  business  a  tobacco  and  confection- 
ery store.  Mr.  Manning  was  born  at  Ft.  Brady. 
Sault  St.  .Marie,  his  father  having  been  stationed 
there  b\  the  Government  as  Lost  Surgeon,  and 
while  al  that  point  our  subject  was  bom.  March  2(1. 
ISIS.  The  immediate  progenitor  of  him  of  whom 
we  write,  was  Dr.  William  Manning,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  who  was  born  in  Harvard,  Au- 
gust "ill.  1808.  After  attending  the  Latin  school 
in  Boston,  he  entered  Harvard  College,  and  was  a 
classmate  of  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  and  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes.  lie  took  hi.-  degree  as  an  M.  I>. 
at  the  University  of  Maryland,  at  Baltimore, 


After  finishing  his  medical  course,  William  Man- 
ning practiced  in  various  places  in  the  South — in 
Louisiana.  Kentucky.  Tennessee  and  Maryland,  and 
afterward  located  at  Dearborn.  Mich.,  where  he  was 
married  to  Mis>  Hepzibah  I'.  Howard,  a  daughter 
of  Judge  Cyrus  Howard,  their  nuptials  being  sol- 
emnized January  15,  1838.  lie  remained  in  prac- 
tice   at    Nile-,    where    he     removed     SOOn    after    his 

marriage,  until  his  appointment  through  Gov.  Cass, 
by  the  President  as  l'ost  Surgeonal  Sault  St.  Marie 
and  also  as  Indian  surgeon.  The  family  remained 
there  until  our  subject  was  nine  years  old  and  then 
removed  to  Maryland,  where  the  father  took  charge 
of  the  Avalon  Nail  and  lion  Works,  in  which  he 
was  interested  with  his  brothers.  He  continued  in 
that  business  until  just  before  the  war.  when  here- 
turned  to  Michigan  to  resume  his  practice  at  De- 
troit, Nile- and  Dearborn,  afterward  removing  to 
Yp-ilanti.  where  he  practiced  until  the  failure  of 
his  health  compelled  him  to  give  up  hi-  profession. 
He  died  m  Detroit.  .Inly  20,  1875,  where  he  was 
stationed  as  Emigrant  Physician  for  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  four  children  born  to  his 
parents,  and  the  only  one  now  living.  The  ances- 
try of  his  family  is  traced  back  in  this  country  to 
about  1635,  when  the  first  representative  who  set- 
tled here  located  in  Massachusetts.  Samuel  Man- 
ning of  the  third  generation  native  to  America,  was 
born  in  Cambridge,  Ma—.,  in  Hill,  near  Harvard 
College.  On  the  maternal  side  of  the  house,  our 
subject  i- a  grandson  of  Cyrus  Howard,  who.  with 
his  brother,  Joshua  Howard,  established  the  arsenal 
and  located  the  village  at  Dearborn.  Cyrus  1  Inward 
being  United  State-  Circuit  Judge.  1  lis  brother  al 
that  time  was  a  Lieutenant  anil  afterward  Colonel 
in  the  First  United  States  Artillery  in  the  Mexican 
War.     Miss  Howard  was  born  October  13,  1817,  il 

Easton,  Mas,-.,  and  with  her  father  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1834.  Her  grandfather,  Maj.  Edward  How- 
ard, was  the  son  of  Col.  Edward  S.  Howard,  who 
was  on  Washington's  staff  during  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  John,  Hie  grandfather  of  Edward  S.. 
married  the  grand-daughter  of  Mary  Chilton,  who 
was  the  first  woman  to  step  ashore  on  the  landing  of 
the  pilgrims  from  the  "Mayflower,"  and  was  of  the 
second  generation  in  America,  Cyrus  Howard  mar- 
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ried  Nancj  Keith,  a  direct  descendanl  of  the  Rev. 
James  Keith,  who  was  the  lirsl  minister  at  Bridge- 
water,  which  was  an  offshool  of  the  Plymouth  Col- 
ony, and  of  which  Miles  Standish  and  John  Alden 
as  members. 

Our  subject  was  at  different  points  with  his  fa- 
ther,  leaving  Baltimore  when  twelve  years  old  and 
acquiring  his  education  at  the  public  and  High 
Schools  at  Detroit.  Niles  and  Dearborn,  supple- 
menting the  work  of  the  schoolroom  by  an  ex- 
tended course  of  reading  by  which  he  has  made  a 
broad  education  for  himself.  lie  has  always  been 
particularly  interested  in  the  history  of  early  Col- 
onial days,  and  especially  in  the  history  of  his  own 
family.  His  great-grandfather,  Samuel  Manning, 
tired  the  last  shot  on  the  retreating  British  at  Lex- 
ington, after  the  battle  as  they  were  entering  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  in  the  disguise  of  an  Indian 
took  part  in  the  Tea  Party  at  Boston  Harbor.  While 
at  Dearborn  our  subject  learned  telegraphy,  and 
was  engaged  on  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  at 
different  points  until  coming  to  Vpsilanti  in  ISO"). 
He  worked  hero  in  the  depot,  for  two  years  and  in 
L867  was  appointed  as  manager  of  the  uptown 
office  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company. 
He  succeeded  the  first  manager,  who  was  appointed 
to  the  office  ii)>  town,  and  has  remained  in  this  posi- 
tion ever  since.  lie  has  also  established  a  large 
cigar  and  confectionery  store  on  West  Congress 
Street. 

Mr.  Manning  was  lor  fourteen  years  a  member 
of  the  local  military  company,  beginning  his  term 
of  service  as  Sergeant,  and  resigning  as  a  Captain, 
in  L886.  He  was  chosen  as  a  member  of  each  of 
the  State  rifle  teams  which  went  to  (  reedmoor  for 
three  successive  years, and  in  1884  won  the  ••Hilton 

Tropin"  and  "Inter-State1"  matches,  in  competition 

with  teams  from  other  States,  the  United  States 
Army  and  foreign  countries. 

The  mother  of  Our  Subject  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  with  him.  Mr.  Manning  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  ami  although  not  an 
office  seeker,  he  ha-  served  occasionally  a-  a  club 

Officer,    and     on     committees,    and    as    delegate     to 

conventions,  etc.  The  mother  of  oni-  subject's  fa- 
ther was  in  her  maiden  days  a  Mis-  Lucy  Cogswell, 
a  descendanl  of  John  Cogswell,  a    vers    wealthy 


broadcloth  manufacturer,  who  came  to  America 
in  1635,  the  ship  in  which  he  journeyed  being 
•■The  Angel  Gabriel,"  which  was  built  for  Sir  Wal- 
ter Raleigh  when  he  made  his  unfortunate  trip  to 
Guiana.  Mr.  Cogswell  chartered  this  vessel,  and 
with  his  servants  and  belongings  crossed  the  At- 
lantic and  was  wrecked  on  1 1 1 « -  coast  of  l'eina- 
ipiid.  Me.;  he.  however,  sayed  seven  thousand 
pounds  salvage,  and    chartered  a  coasting  vessel  to 

take  his  familj  and  goods  to  Ipswich.  Mass.  The 
second  house  that  was  built  on  the  original  site  of 
the  lii-t  building  about  the  year  1680,  is  now  oc- 
cupied by  descendants  of  the  family.  Our  subject 
has  in  his  posses-ion  copies  of  the  Coats  of  Arm-  of 
the  Mannings,  Howards  and  Cogswells,  the  latter 
being  granted  in  Nil.  to  Lord  Humphrey  Cogs- 
well. 


OSEPI-1     'I'.    JACOBS.      Among    the    active 
and  progressive  business  men  of  Ann  Arbor, 

we  are  gratified  to  lie  able  to  give  a  life- 
(®!J  sketch  of  the  gentleman  who  is  President 
of  the  linn  of  .1.  T.  Jacobs  a-  Co.  This  mercantile 
house  carries  a  line  stock  of  clothing  and  was  in- 
corporated in  1886  with  a  capital  of  120,000.  The 
Vice-President  of  the  company  is  DeWitt  C.  Fall, 
and  Theodore  A.  Beyer  is  the  Secretary  and  John 
II.  ( 'lilting,  Treasurer. 

Our  Subject's  father.  Joseph  Jacobs,  was  a  native 

of  Pennsylvania  where  he  was  horn  in  1802,  and 
was  a  manufacturer  and  a  farmer  he  fore  removing  to 
Ohio.  The  mother, Elizabeth  Tholeman,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania  and  after  marriage  fchej  set 
lied  in  Philadelphia  for  awhile  before  removing  to 
Ohio  in  1830.     Mt.  Vernon,  that  State,  was  the  last 

poinl    at   which    the    father   carried  on   his    business 
lull   his  death  occurred  at   Newark.  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  life  record  wa-  the  third  and 
next  the  youngest  in  his  parent's  family  and  his 
education  wa-  received  in  the  schools  at  Mt  Ver- 
non. When  onlv  Bfteen  years  old  he  began  his 
mercantile    career   a-  a  clerk  in  a    drv   good-   store. 

and  this  continued  until  1862  when  he  entered  the 
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army,  enlisting  in  Company  A.  Ninety-sixth  Ohio 
Infantry  under  the  command  of  Col.  Joseph  VV. 
Vane.  This  body  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  and  served  for  three  years,  taking  part 
in  several  battles.  .Mr.  Jacobs  was  taken  prisoner 
and  held  for  fifty -seven  days  after  which  he  was 
exchanged  and  returned  to  his  regiment  which  al 
that  time  was  stationed  in  Texas. 

After  two  years  service  in  the  Ninety-sixth  Reg- 
iment our  young  soldier  was  transferred  to  the  re- 
cruiting service  and  was  commissioned  as  First 
Lieutenant,    but  afterward    rejoined   his  regiment 

and    received    his    h irable    discharge,  June    10, 

1865,  being  mustered  out  at  Charlotte,  N.  C, whence 
lie  was  returned  to  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  now  be- 
gan clerking  in  a  store  and  thus  continued  until 
1867  when  he  came  to  Ann  Arbor  and  soon  after 
entered  into  an  arrangement  by  which  he  took  the 

management  of  a  store.    After  a  time  he  purchased 

an  interest  in  the  stock  and  finally  bought  the  en- 
tire business  and  has  continued  in  it  up  to  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  Jacobs  has  made  a  tine  business  of  what  was 
once  his  -mall  venture  and  his  store  is  now  a  large 
double  one  and  tilled  with  as  well    selected  a  stock 

of  goods  as  can  be  found.  Thus  has  he  attained 
to  a  large  share  of  the  trade  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  as 
his  store  is  centrally  located  he  has  every  advan- 
tage. 

Mr.  Jacobs  was  married  April  29,  lSlii),  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  A.  Aston,  daughter  of  James  A.  Aston, 
of  ColumbUS,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Jacobs  was  horn  and 
reared  to  womanhood  in  that  city.  Sin-  is  now  the 
mother  of  four  children — Katie  E.,  Charles  J.  X.. 
Minna  E.;  and  Clara  .1. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  deeply  interested  in  the 
cause  of  education  and  is  the  Chairman  of  the 
Buildings  and  Ground  Committee  on  the  School 
Board  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  United  States 
Board  of  Indian  Commissioners.  In  his  study  of 
the  Indian  question  he  has  made  an  extended  tour 
through  the  West,  visiting  the  Sioux  agencies  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1891.  lb-  is  Secretary  of  the 
Ann  Arbor  and  Ypsilanti  Street  Railway  and  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  Knights  Templar. 
being  a  member  of  the  Clinton  Commander.y,  Mt. 
Vernon.  Ohio.     He    belongs    to    the  Welsh    Post, 


G.  A.  R.,  and  to  the  Loyal  Legion  and  is  Aide-de- 
Camp  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  VVheelock  G. 
Veazey.  His  beautiful  residence  on  Thompson 
street  is  most  delightfully  situated  and  very  at- 
tractive both  in  its  interior  ami   exterior. 


-. 
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-  MANUEL  LUICK  is  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Luick  Bros.,  (Gottlovand  Emanuel )  man- 
ufacturers of   sash,  doors  and   blinds,  their 


place  of  business  being  on  the  corner  of  North  and 
fifth  Avenues,  Ann  Arbor.  Our  subject  was  born 
in  Washtenaw  County.  April  1,  lKlt.  and  is  the 
fourth  of  twelve  children.  His  parents  were  David 
and  Barbara  (Beck)  Luick.  both  of  whom  are  na- 
tives of  Germany,  emigrating  to  the  United  States 
in  1839,  and  locating  upon  a  farm  in  Washtenaw 
County.  Mr.  Luick  was  a  inosl  successful  farmer 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  I w 7 2 ,  his  wife 
preceding  him  to  the  better  land  in    1856. 

Our  subject,  Emanuel  Luick,  passed  his  boyhood 
on  the  farm,  having  such  school  advantages  as 
were  offered   to    the  average   farmer  boy  of  that 

time.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter,  which  he  followed  for  some  years, 
until  he  became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
branches  of  the  business.  He  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Ins  brother  Gottlov  under  the  linn  name 
of  Luick  Bros.,  and  started  a  planing  mill,  which 
partnership  is  still  in  existence.  The  brothers  first 
started  on  a  small  scale,  doing  all  the  work  them- 
selves, but  as  business  increased  they  enlarged  the 
capacity  of  the  mill  and  now  have  one  of  the  most 
substantial  industries  of  Ann  Arbor,  turning  off 
each  year  a  large  amount  of  business.  The  main 
building  is  a  two-story  brick  structure  which  was 
erected  in  1874.  They  employ  a  large  number  of 
men.  ami  the  machinery  is  driven  by  a  forty  horse- 
power engine.  Their  business  is  centrally  located 
in  the  bestpart  of  the  city  near  the  Michigan  Cen- 
tral depot. 

In  1874  Mr.  Luick  was  married  to  Miss  l.ora 
Kalenbach,  flic  daughter  of  Gottlov  Kalenbach,  of 
Fredonia,  this  county.     Her  parents  were  both  na- 


I  hi; 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL    ALB1  M. 


tives  of  Germany,  and  were  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Washtenaw  County,.to  whom  the  count)  is 
so  mucb  indebted  for  iis  present  thrift  and  growth. 

Mr.  mid  Mrs.  I. nick  have  four  children — Olive-  I... 
Allien  ('..  Malinda  and  Walter.  Mr.  Euick  is  one 
of  the  stockholders  of  tin'  Piano  and  Organ  Manu- 
factory, :iik1  is  also  a  stockholder  and  director  in 
the  Vinegar  and  Fruit  Works.  In  politics  lie  is  :\ 
Democrat.  In  the  very  pleasant  home  with  good 
surroundings  al  No.  28  East  Liberty  Street,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Euick  take  delight  in  dispensing  hospi- 
tality to  their  many  friends  in  the  city. 


I;  SAAC  ('.  SHAW.  Among  the  prominent  and 
enterprising   farmers  of  Saline  Township,  this 

1  county,  none  have  more  beautiful  homes  than 
he  whose  biographical  sketch  we  take  a  pleasure  in 
here  giving.  The  house,  a  view  of  which  is  shown 
on  an  accompanying  page,  is  quite  new.  and  is 
charmingly  located  on  a  commanding  rise  of  ground. 
It  is  attractive  in  architectural  design  and  beauti- 
fully finished  as  to  the  interior.  It  is  quite  in  har- 
mony with  the  way  in  which  the  farm  in  genera] 
is  kept  up.  for  each  nook  and  cranny  of  fields, 
fences  and  barns  is  well  kept,  mat  and  attractive, 
speaking  well  for  the  management  of  the  owner, 
who  looks  beyond  the  work  of  the  moment  and 
the  gain  of  the  moment  to  the  future.  Mr.  Shaw 
is  a  native  of  York  Township,  this  county,  and  was 
horn  August  7.  IS.i.s.  He  is  a  son  of  Robert  Shaw, 
a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  who  emigrated  to 
America  in  the  ':!(>>  and  located  in  this  county, 
lie  was  engaged  as  a  laborer  in  agricultural  work 
for  several  yeai  s. 

After  working  for  some  time  our  Subject's  pater- 
nal parent  accumulated  enough  to  buy  eighty  acres 
Of  Government  land  in  York  Township.  This  he 
cleared  and  improved  and  later  purchased  land  in 
Saline  Township,  and  here    -pent   the   remainder  of 

his  life,  his  decease  occurring  October  20,  1890,  be- 
ing at  the  time,  in  his  eighty-second  year.       lie  was 

born  September  -■>■   1808.     lie  was  a    member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  had  been  Trustee  for 


forty  years.  The  early  efforts  of  this  industrious 
and  self-denying  man  were  crowned  with  success, 
and  before  his  decease  In-  had    accumulated   three 

hundred  acres  of  land.  He  wa- very  fond  of  hunt- 
ing, and  in  early  days  often  engaged  in  that  pas- 
time. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  wa-  m  her  youth  Mis> 
Eliza  (lark,  a  native  of  Windom,  X.  Y.  She  died 
June  2ti.  1890,  at  the  age1  of  eighty  years,  and  like 
her  husband,  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Six  of  the  seven  children  horn  to  these 
parents  lived  to  he  grown,  and  of  these  our  sub- 
jecl  is  the  eldest.  lie  was  born  and  reared  on  a 
farm  and  in  boyhood  attended  the  district  school 
ina  little  loir  schoolliouse  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
home,  lie  remained  at  home,  assisting  with  the 
work  of  the  farm  until  of  age,  and  then  was  en- 
gaged as  a  farm  laborer  for  two  years.  He  began 
for  himself  after  the  war.  hut  during  that  time  he 
assisted  his  father. 

Our  subject  took  unto  himself  a  wife.  December 
I,  L870.  His  bride  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Wood,  of 
Onondaga  County.  N.  Y.  she  came  to  Michigan 
with  her  parents  when  young.  Three  children  have 
been  the  fruit  of  this  union — Ida.  Mabel,  who  is 
deceased,  and  Clifford.  The  surviving  children 
have  received  the  best  of  educational  advantages, 
and  are  bright  and  progressive  young  people.  Mr. 
Shaw  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  sentiments. 
Mrs.  Shaw  is  a  Presbyterian  in  her  church  rela- 
tions. Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
acres  of  a  line  quality  of  land.  He  here  raises  all 
classes  of  stock,  which  is  not  only  a  profitable,  but 
a  pleasing  business  with  him.  His  beautiful  home 
was  built  in  1888,  and  is  a  place  of  the  greatest 
comfort  as  well  as  perfect  finish. 


^>^r<m^^- 


olIN  C.  GALE.  No  State  in  the  forty-four 
gives  greater  encouragement  to  a  man  who 
desires  to  devote  himself  to  agricultural  life 
than    does    Michigan.       It-    resources  are 

almost    inexhaustible  and   its  climate  is  adapted  to 
the  CUltivati f   varied  crop-.      As  a  fruit   grow- 
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ing  country  it  is  unexcelled,  and  for  raising  grain 
and  stock  it  is  truly  notable.  Our  subject  is  one 
who  has  found  success  in  the  line  of  agriculture 
and  now  follows  general  farming  and  stock-raising 
in  Superior  Township.  His  birth  occurred  in  1826 
in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y..  being  one  of  eight, 
children  born  to  Henry  and  Peca  (Cook)  Gale. 

The  children  of  this  worthy  pair  were  as  follow-: 
Eliza,  who  became  the  wife  of  Alonzo  Chapin  of 
Fentonville;  Sallie,  who  was  the  wife  of  Michael 
Cole  of  Jackson,  bu1  is  now  deceased;  Phoebe, 
Mrs.  George  Kiininel  of  Kendallville,  End.;  our 
subject;  Andrew  J.,  of  whom  we  will  speak  more 
at  length;  Harriet,  who  married  David  Lefurge, 
an  old  settler  of  Washtenaw  County;  Henry  S. 
and  George  ('.,  both  of  Genesee  County. 

Henry  S.  Gale,  the  father  of  this  family,  had  his 
birth  December  21,  17;»7.  in  Schoharie  County,  N. 
V..  and  there  he  spent  his  youth  and  early  man- 
hood, and  after  his  marriage  and  the  birth  of 
live  children  he  came  to  Washtenaw  County  in 
1830.  His  was  the  fifth  family  that  located  in  the 
woods  in  Superior  Township,  which  was  then 
known  as  Bahama  Township.  His  children  at- 
tended   school    in  an    old    SchOOlllOUSe    OH    whal     i- 

now  known  as  the  J.  S.  Mekim  place. 

This  pioneer,  who  was  a  true  stalwart  measuring 
six  feet  and  three  inches  in  height,  had  a  bodily 
strength  which  was  remarkable,  and  he  accom- 
plished great  things  in  the  subjugation  of  the  for- 
est and  the  development  of  the  resources  of  his 
farm.  lie  was  a  conscientious  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  contributed  freely 
to  its  support.  His  father.  Roger  Gale,  was  a 
prominent  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  the 
family  have  been  active  iii  public  affairs  as  far 
back  as  history  records  anything  of  them,  and 
have  been  ardent  Democrats  since  the  formation 
of  that  party. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  the  spring  of  1847 
to  Miss  Eletha,  daughter  of  Henry  Wilber,  who 
came  to  Washtenaw  County  about  the  year  1836. 
Four  of  their  seven  children  have  now  reached 
maturity    ami   have    themselves    become  the    heads 

of   families.       Andrew   C.   has    l Tied    .Miss    Mary 

Morgan  and  has  four  sons  now  living.  Mary  E.  is 
the  wife  of  [nsley  Lef urge,  John  S.  married  Jennie 


Armstrong,  and   Emma    is  the  wife  of  Samuel   .1. 

Lewis.        lie    of  whom    we  Write    owns  a    hand.- c 

farm  of  one  hundred  and  two  acres  which  is  in  a 
first-class  condition  and  besides  this  ha-  a  good 
property  at  Vpsilanti.  His  capital  at  beginning 
life  was  the  Spanish  silver  dollars.  He  served  a-  a 
farm  laborer  until  he  reached  tin'  age  of  twenty- 
two  years,  when  he  began  farming  for  himself. 


•:-     •:-- 


~~N 


f  NDREW  JACKSON  GALE,  a  farmer  and 

stock-raiser  of   Superior   Township   and    a 
younger  brother  of  him  of  whom  we  have 
QJ  jusl     written,     was     born     in     Schoharie 

County.  X.  V..  in  1829,  and  came  when  but  three 
months  old  with  his  parent-  to  this  county,  where 
they  made  their  home  in  the  woods  and  set  to 
work  to  clear  and  cultivate  their  farm.  His  pat- 
ent- were  natives  of  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y..  the 

father  harving  been  born  December  21.  171I7.  and 
and  the  mother  March  Hi.  1798.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Roger  Gale,  came  from  England  with 
hi-  t  wo  brothers.  Joseph  and  Josiah,  previous  to 
the  War  of  1812  and  those  brothers  took  part  in 
the  conflict  and  were  never  heard  of  afterward 
and  were  supposed  by  their  friends  to  have  fallen 
in  battle.  Roger  Gale's  wife.  Annie  Sherburn,  was 
of  ( rerman  extraction. 

Andrew  (■ale  grew  to  manhood  in  this  count  \ 
and  Studied  in  the  common  schools  which  were  to 
be  found  here  in  hi-  day.  lie  married  Mis-  Martha 
A.  llaner.  daughter  of  C.  .1.  llaner.  and  unto  them 
have  been    born   the   children,   three  of    whom  still 

survive,  the  other  two  having  passed  away  in  earlj 
infancy.  Eliza,  who  was  born  October  Hi.  1856, 
became  the  wife  of  Augustus  (lark  and  has  three 
children  —  Mattie.  Ida  and  Willie.  Edward,  whose 
birth   took   place    April     I.    I860,    took    to    wile    Ida 

Bristol   and    they    have   one  son,  Harry  A.     Their 
third  child  was  Justin   A.,  who  wa-   born   December 
25,  1867,  and  with  hi-  wife.  Lillian   Ward,  resides 
with  his  parents. 
The  father. of  Mrs.  Andrew   Gale  was  born  Ma\ 


190 


PORTRAIT  AM)   ISIO<  IRAPIIICAL   ALKIM. 


2:i.  1803,  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y..  and  was 
a  son  of  John  Haner,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  l.v\  - 
olutionary  War  and  was  kepi  a  prisoner  in  Canada 
for  seven  years.  The  [land's  are  of  German 
extraction.  Mrs.  Nancy  (Gove)  Haner,  the  mpther 
of  Mrs.  Gale,  was  a  daughter  of  Elijah  Gove  and 
was  born  November  \'J.  1802.  The  Haners  came 
tn  Michigan  in  1*17  and  here  reared  a  large  fam- 
ily of  children. 


He>* 


'^_  ON.  CHESTER  L.  YOST  is  the  proprietor  of 
one  of  the  finest  livery  stables  in  the  State 
and  also  serves  in  the  capacity  of  auction- 
§j)      eer.      lie    was.  for    a    term.    Mayor    of    the 
city  of  Ypsilanti    and    now    enjoys    the     record    of 

having  made  one  of  the  besl  Mayors  that  ever 
served  this  municipality.  In  connection  with  his 
livery  business  he  deals  largely  in  horses,  also  in 
wagons  ami  buggies. 

Mr.  Yost  was  born  in  Waterloo.  Seneca  County. 
N.  V..  March  10,  1838.  He  is  the  son  of  William 
Yost,  a  native  of  the  same  place,  who  was  horn  in 
1804.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents  were 
Casper  and  Rachel  (Edington)  Yost,  the  former  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  horn  near  Harrisburg. 
The  latter  was  horn  in  Hunterdon  County.  X.  .1. 
The  grandfather  was  a  carpenter  and  builder  and 
an  early  settler  in  Seneca  County,  where  he  im- 
proved a  farm  that  was  of  large  proportions,  lie 
spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life  in  Fayette  and 
there  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  His 
father  was  horn  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  on 
emigrating  to  America  settled  in  Pennsylvania. 
being  one  of  three  brothers  to  conic  to  this  coun- 
try .one  of  them  settling  in  Virginia,  and  one  in  New 
York  at  a  place  which  took  his  name  and  was 
called   Yost  Station. 

t)ui'  subject's  father  was  reared  in  New  York 
and  was  a  prominent  man  much  interested  in  mili- 
tary life.       lie  was  engaged    while    in    Waterloo    in 

contracting  and  building  and  also  in  the  mercan- 
tile business.     In  1854    lie  came   to   Michigan   ami 

located  in  this  city,  where  he  resided  for  one  year 


and  was  Superintendent  of  the  Washtenaw  County 

Alms  HOUSe  for  twelve  year-.  Then  lie  retired  to 
his  farm   in    I'ittslield     Town-hip.    which   comprised 

one  hundred  and  twenty  acre-  of  well-improved 
land,  lie  resided  there  until  hi-  death  which  oc- 
curred in  1881,  being  then  seventy-seven  years  of 
age.  \  Democrat  in  politics,  our  subject's  father 
was  connected  with  the  Lutheran  Church  a-  an 
official,  and  was  also  Superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school, lie  superintended  the  building  of  a 
bridge  for  the  Government  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  before  her  mar- 
riage Miss  Malinda  Rathfon,  who  was  horn  in 
Waterloo,  N.  Y.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Frederic 
Rathfon,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  though  of 
German  descent,     she  died  in  1881  at  the  age  of 

seventy-one  years.  Our  subject  is  one  of  -ix 
children,  four  of  whom  lived  to  In-  grown.  They 
are  Enoch  R.,  Chester  L.  of  whom  we  write.  Eleanor 
L.,  who  is  now  Mis.  Dr.  Murdock  of  this  place 
and  Eliza  I,.,  who  i>  a  Mrs.  Booth  of  Ann  Arbor. 
Chester  Yost  was  reared  and  educated  at  Water- 
loo, pursuing  his  studio  in  the  Waterloo  Academy 

until  sixteen  years  Of  age.  lie  was  then  appren- 
ticed tn  E.  Romig  and  remained  with  him  until 
pa-t  eighteen  years  of  age.  In  1K.V>  he  came  to 
Michigan,  having  hern  here  once  before  while  still 

a  boy  of  ten  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  worked  at  his  trade  on  first  coming 
here  for  Isaac  Crane  and  then  engaged  a-  a  clerk 
in  a  hardware  -tore  with  II.  G.  Sheldon , remaining 
three  years  in  that  position,  lie  then  started  into 
the  harness  business  and  later  became  a   dealer  in 

horses  and  carriages.  It  is  Said  that  he  has  handled 
more  horses  than  any  man  in  the  county.  During 
the  war  he  was  commissioned  to  purchase  horses 
for  the  calvary  and  later  was  drafted   into  active 

service,    hut   sent    a    substitute.      lie    continued     ill 

the  harness  business  until  the  spring  of  1891,  en- 
gaging also  iii  the  milling  business  for  two  or  three 
year.-  at  Flat  Rock.  Wayne  County.  In  1862-63 
he  ran  two  mills  on  the  Huron.  lie  ha-  also  built 
six  or  seven  houses  m  this  city  and  sold  them 
very  ad  va ntageously. 

In  1881  Mr.  Yo-t  started  in  the  livery  business 
and  has  been  thus  engaged  ever  since.  He  keeps 
on  hand  the  finest  I'igS  that    can    he    found   in    anv 
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similar  establishment,  having  carriages  thai  have 
cost  him  as  much  as  12,800.  He  keeps  twenty 
head  of  horses  constantly  on  hand  and  ships  a 
great  many  horses  to  Detroit  and  other  cities.  As 
before  said.  Mr.  Yost  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
auctioneers  in  this  portion  of  the  country,  selling 
stock  especially  and  he  has  a  very  large  knowledge 
regarding  them,  lie  owns  a  large  atnounl  of  real 
estate  anil  has  a  very  pleasant  home  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Yost  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Vreeland, 
who  was  born  in  Flat  Rock,  Wayne  County.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  D.  <  .  Vreeland,  who  was  a  farmer 
and  miller  and  also  the  most  prominent  merchant 
of  Flat  Hock,  where  he  was  an  early  settler, coming 
there  while  the  Indians  were  still  in  possession  of 
the  land.  His  father  owned  three  thousand  acres 
of  land  and  valuable  mill  property. 

From  1884  to  1886  our  subject  served  as  Mayor 
of  Ypsilanti,  and  being  again  nominated  to  the 
position  he  declined  it.  thinking  that  lie  could  not 
give  sufficient  time  to  his  own  business.  It  was 
gratifying  to  him,  however,  inasmuch  as  the  nom- 
ination came  unsolicited.  Our  subject  belongs, 
socially,  to  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  is 
also  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum.  Mrs.  Yost  is  a  prominent  worker 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  is  associated  in  all 
benevolent  work  which  is  carried  on  by  the  Ladies' 
Society.  Mr.  Yost  is  a  representative  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  and  has  been  scut  a-  delegate  to  city, 
county  and  State  conventions  and  has  frequently 
served  as  Chairman  of  city  conventions. 


C.  GRIFFEN.  Perhaps  no  member  of  the 
legal  fraternity  in  Ypsilanti  enjoys  a  more 
n ,*"  extensive  practice  or  is  more  widely 
known  than  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  these  paragraphs.  As  soon  as  he  was 
graduated  he  located  here  and  has  built  up  bis  large 
practice  by  steady  devotion  to  duty  and  the  constant 

exercise  of  energy  and  judgment.  He  is  a  native 
oi  this  State  and  was  born  in  Augusta,  March  30, 
1848.      Hi-  father.  Stephen   W.  Oriffcn.  «;i-  limn   in 


1812,  ill  Seneca  County.  N.  Y..  and  when  a  young 
man  emigrated  to  Augusta  in  1843,  taking  up  new 

« 1    land    and     working   at    his  trade,  which  was 

that  of  a  millwright. 

The  father  cleared  a  farm  and  1>\  carefully  im- 
proving the  land  developed  il  into  a  Hue  estate. 
lie  was  married  to  Miss  Kachael  Hammond,  in 
Augusta  Township,  and  two  children  were  born  of 
this  union.  Of  his  second  marriage  four  children 
came  to  the  home  fireside.  His  death  occurred  in 
1868.      Our    subject    is   one    of  the   children  of  the 

Brsl  marriage.  He  has  a  brother.  Andrew  W.,  a 
postal  clerk  of  Omaha,  and  one  of  t  lie  first  who 
went  out  on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  from  there. 
I).  C.  ( iriffeii  received  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  district  and  afterward 
attended  the  Michigan  Stale  Normal  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1  <S7.">.  Having  deter- 
mined to  enter  the  legal  profession  he  read  law 
with  Messrs.  Joslyn  A-  Whitman,  and  later  took  a 
full  course  in  the  law  department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1*77. 

At  once  locating  in  Ypsilanti  for  the  practice  of 
his  profession  Mr.  C  riff  en  was  for  two  years  with 
Judge  Babbitt,  and  since  that  time  has  practiced 
alone,  for  ten  years  he  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  but  was  compelled  to  resign  his  position  <>n 
account  of  the  pressure  of  his  business.  His  prac- 
tice which   is  one  of  the  largest  enjoyed   by  an\ 

attorney    in    the   city,  keeps    him  busy  all    day  and 

often  far  into  the  night.  .Nor  is  his  reputation 
bounded  by  the  arbitrary  limits  of  the  county  line, 
for  he  is  known  m  remote  cities  and  towns,  whither 

he  is  often  called.  He  is  sometimes  called  to  De- 
troit to  try  cases,  and  among  his  brethren  in  the 
legal  fraternity  there  enjoys  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion. 

Although  an  active  worker  for  the  interests  of 
the  Republican  party  Mr.  Oriffen  is  not  an  office 
seeker  in  any    sense    of    the    wind.     He,  however, 

consented  to  serve  as  City   Attorney,  and    lias  been 

Chairman  of  the  City  Republican  Committee.  In 
lii-   domestic    life    he    found   his  greatest  pleasure 

until  death  look  from  him  his  wife,  who  died  No- 
vember 8,  1890,  a1  the  age  of  thirty.    Mrs.  Grififen 

was  born    in   Wavne  County,  this  state,  and  was   a 
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Normal  student  in  this  city.  She  was  known  in 
maidenhood  as  Almina  !•'..  Barlow,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  John  P.  Barlow,  a  farmer  of  this  town- 
ship. Tin'  eeremonx  which  united  for  life  Mr. 
Griffen  and  Miss  Harlow  was  solemnized  February 
29,  1888,  and  was  one  of  greal  happiness.  The 
death  of  Mrs.  Griffen  was  sincerely  mourned  by  a 
large  circle  of  acquaintances,  who  honored  her  for 
the  womanly  graces  which  adorned    her  character. 


•^^i 


■ 


•Mi 


OHN  MICHAEL  I'.KAl.N.  Amongtbeuat- 
ivesons  of  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor  who  have 
made  their  work  felt  in  the  upbuilding  of 
the  township  on  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial lines,  we  lind  him  whose  name  we  have  just 
written,  who  was  born  August  16,  1843,  being  the 
third  in  order  of  age  in  his  father's  family.  He 
was  in  his  ninth  year  when  the  family  moved  on  to 
the  farm  and  about  seventeen  when  he  made  his 
home  on  what  i>  now  known  as  the  homestead.  As 
his  father  died  when  he  was  twenty-three  years 
old  he  remained  at  home  until  the  year  1M7.">.  At 
the  time  he  left  there  he  signed  over  to  the  other 
heirs  his  interest  in  that  property  hut  now  has  a 
beautiful  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  acres 
which  was  long  known  as  the  Abram  Moe  farm. 

Upon  the  farm  just  named  our  subject  has  lived 
ever  since  leaving  home  which  is  some  sixteen  years. 
This  property  Mr.  Moe  cleared  from  timber  and 
settled  upon  in  1826,  making  his  home  here  for  a 
full  half  century.  One  of  his  sons.  Orville  Moe. 
still  lives  in  Ann  Arbor  but  the  father  died  six 
ago  in  Adrian.  I'pon  this  property  Mr.  Braun  is 
carrying  on  general  farmingand  raises  a  large  crop 
of  grain,  having  generally  from  eight  hundred  to 
one  thousand  bushels  of  wheat.  He  also  devotes 
considerable  attention  to  tine  stock,  having  excel- 
lent specimens  of  Short-horn  cattle  and  a  Hock  of 
line  wool  sheep. 

Caroline  R.  Kapp  was  the  maiden  name  of  the 
hid\   whom  our  subject  chose  as  his  life  partner  and 

to    whom    he    wa>    united    in    marriag( the 

17th  of    April.    1879,     ller  parents    were   Christ- 


ian F.  and  [iegina  (Schlichteren)  Kapp  and  she  was 
born  in  Northfield  Township,  September  II.  1852. 
Her  brothers,  Dr.John  Kapp  of  Ann  Arbor  and  Dr. 
Christian  I'.  Kapp  of  Manchester,  are  well-known 
residents  of  this  part  of  Michigan,  while  her  parents 
who  were  pioneers  of  this  township  arc  well  re- 
membered :l]ll|  highly  honored  by  all  who  know 
the  history  of  the  early  da\  -. 

Only  one  child  has  been  granted  to  our  subject 
and  his  excellent  wife,  namely:  Athniel  John,  who 
was  born  February  is.  1885.  t  >ur  subject  is  a 
member  of  the  first  Lutheran  Church  where  he  lias 
long  been  an  official  member, having  filled  the  pos- 
itions of  both  Trustee  and  Deacon,  and  in  both 
capacities  ha\  bag  shown  his  trust  and  interest  and 
ability  lie  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  sympa- 
thies but  is  a  man  of  liberal  views  and  is  one  of 
those  who  can  understand  and  sympathize  with 
those  who  do  not  agree  with  him  on  mailers  of  im- 
portance. Great  credit  is  due  to  this  gentleman, 
for  his  early  record  as  his  father's  death  left  greal 
responsibilities  upon  him  and  the  fact  that  his 
mother's  family  was  kept  together  and  was  edu- 
cated and  cared  for  i>  largely  due  to  his  efforts  and 
discretion. 


&m\im\ 


oils/.  FOERSTER.  The  |..  /..  Foerster 
Brewing  Company  are  the  proprietors  of 
the  Grove  Brewery  located  on  Grove  Street 
in  Ypsilanli.  and  the  firm  consists  of  the  father  1.. 
Z.  and  his  three  sons.  Jacob,   Louis  and    Leopold. 

Aside  from  their  brewery  they  have  bottling  works 
where  the\    nianufacl  lire   and  bottle    various  liquid 

commodities.  Their  propertj  was  boughl  bj  our 
subject  in  1870  from  Leo  Taufkirk,who  had  estab- 
lished it  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Trackenbrod 
about  the  war  1869. 

Mr.     Foerster    was    born     in     Welle-lv     Township. 

Waterloo  County,  Canada,  October  14,  1836.  His 
father,  Ludwig,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany  in 
1803,  and  there  learned  the  trade  of  a  locksmith  and 
gunsmith.  After  his  marriage  he  came  to  America 
about   1835,  and     located    on  a     farm    in     Wellcslv. 
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where  he  now  resides.  He  is  :i  member  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church  and  now  over  eighty-eight  years  of 
age.  The  mother,  Margaret  Zigler,  was  also  born 
in  Laden  and  died  about  the  year  I860,  t  it'  their 
eleven  children  ten  grew  to  maturity  and  nine  are 
now  living. 

Our  subject  wasreared  upon  the  farm  and  was 
early  put  to  driving  oxen,  breaking  sod  and  culti- 
vating the  land.  He  had  but  limited  schooladvan- 
tages.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  apprenticed 
to  the  carpenter's  trade  and  two  years  later  began 
for  himself,  undertaking  contracting  and  building. 
Upon  coming  to  Ypsilanti  in  l«7o  he  bought  this 
brewery  which  was  then  a  small  affair  and  was 
located  in  a  frame  building,  his  partner  at  lirst  be- 
ing his  brother  Adam  Foerster,  now  of  Lansing. 

Four  years  later  our  subject  bought  his  brother 
out  and  carried  on  the  business  alone  for  one  year 
after  which  he  went  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Hot- 
tinghaus,  now  of  Ann  Arbor,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Foerster  &  Hottinghaus.  Eight  years  later  our 
subject  bought  out  his  partner's  interest.  All  three 
of  the  younger  partners  of  this  linn  are  members 
of   the    Independent  Order  of  Odd    Fellows,  while 

Jacob  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order  and  all  ari' 
connected  with  the  Lutheran  Church.  The  father 
also  belong  to  these  two  orders  and  is  a  Trustee  in 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  is  now 
vice-President  of  the  German  Arbeiter  Society  in 
which  he  has  been  both  President  and  Secretary. 

In  .Inly,  1891,  Mr.  Foerster  took  his  three  sons 
into  partnership  with  him.  The  brewery  is  a  four 
story  building  measuring  78x115  'Vet  and  occupy- 
ing four  acres.  His  two  engines  have  seventy  and 
forty  horse  power  respectively  and  he  also  lias  an 
ice  machine.  They  make  from  three  to  five  thous- 
and barrels  of  malt  a  year,  shipping  everywhere 
throughout  Michigan. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  early  united 
in  marriage  in  Canada  «as  a  Miss  Loeffler  who  was 
bom  in  Prussia, Germany,  but  died  in  Canada  leav- 
ing two  children,  the  one  who  sin  vives  being  Jacob 
who  is  in  partnership  with  his  father.  Mr.  Foer- 
ster's  second  marriage  was  also  contracted  in  Can- 
ada with  Ko/.ina  Smith  who  is  a  native  of  Province. 
Her  six  children  are  Louis,  Leopold.  Annie  (  Mrs 
A.  Schauer  of  Ypsilanti ).    Albert,    Clara  ami   l.illie. 


While  living  in  Canada  our  subject  was  one  of  the 
School  Board  ami  acted  as  Highway  Commissioner. 
He  is  a  Democrat  and  is  frequently  a  delegate  to 
county  conventions  as  well  as  Chairman  of  ward, 
city  ami  count  v.  Democratic  committees. 


l<  4    > 


ENRY  COE.     This  prominent  lesidenl  and 
r  native  son  of  York  Township  was  bom    on 

section    2,  August     24,    1839.      Mis    parents. 

Arthur  and  Sarah  (liedner).  were  horn 
in  the  Fast, the  father  in  New  York  and  the  mother 
in  New  Jersey.     The  former  came  to  Michigan  in 

1836,  while  it  was  yet  a  Territory,  and  he  was  l>\ 
trade  a  ship-maker,  having  served  seven  years  as 
an  apprentice.  When  he  came  to  Michigan  he 
dropped  his  trade  and  engaged  in  farming  and  so 
interested  did  he  become  in  his  new  home  and 
vocation  that  he  gave  up  for  some  ten  years  all 
communication  with  his  old  home. 

To  Henry  Coe  was  given  an  excellent  eommon- 
school  education  and  he  was  allowed  to  attend 
school  throughout  all  his  youth  thus  preparing  him 
well  for  all  purposes  of  the  business.  After  com- 
pleting his  studies  in  the  district  school,  he  attended 
the  Union  school  at  Ypsilanti  for  two  winters.  lie 
began  as  a  farmer  in  the  township  of  I  lart  land. 
Livingston  County,  and  remained  there  for  five 
years  after  which  he  returned  home  and  his  father 
divided  the  estate  so  that  he  received  as  his  share 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Upon  this  he  In- 
made  all  the  improvements  such  as  barns  and  houses. 

'flic  happy  married  life  of  our  subject  began  on 
Christmas  Day.  1861,  and  his  bride  has  borne  the 
maiden  name  of  Martha  Stark.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Carey  Stark,  a  farmer  of  this  township,  and  is 
t  he  mother  of    five    children.      The    three    who  are 

living  are  Charles,  Arthur  C.  and  Sadie.     Mabel  F. 

died  in  infancy  and  Freddie  was  snatched  from  the 
arms  of  his  parents  at  the  age  of  seven  and  one- 
half  years.  Mixed  farming  and  stock-raising  have 
ever  engaged  the  energies  of  Mr.  Coe  and  he  i> 
successful  in  his  enterprises. 

The  political  affiliations  of  our  subjeel  arc  with 
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the  Democratic  party  and  although  be  lias  never 
sought  office  of  any  kind,  he  has  been  elected  Jus- 
tice  of  the  Peace  for  three  years.  He  was  al  one 
time  a  member  of  the  Saline  Grange,  but  since  il 
went  down  be  has  nol  rejoined.  In  the  Masonic 
order  he  bas  liol'l  his  membership  for  the  lasl 
twenty-six  years.  Mrs.  Coe  is  an  earnesl  and  de- 
voted member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
:unl  in  it>  service  and  work  she  i>  truly  useful. 


AMES  M.  FORSYTH.  It  i.-  with  pleasure 
that  we  recount  the  experiences  of  those 
'  of  the  citizens  of  Ypsilanti  who  mine  here 
in  the  early  days  and  underwent  hardships 
and  privations  that  they  might  develop  the  rich 
resources  of  this  region,  and  bring  about  the  con- 
dition which  avc  sec  to-day.  Among  these  brave 
and  hardy  men  is  the  one  whose  name  we  have 
just  given,  who  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as 
Supervisor  of  the  Second  District  of  Ypsilanti, and 
is  also  agent  for  the  Follett  House. 

Mr.  Forsyth  was  born  in  New  York.  May  12, 
L828,  and  was  brought  by  bis  parents  to  Ypsilanti 
July  8,  I h 2 '. i .  His  father,  .lames  Forsyth,  was  born 
in  Scotland,  being  a  native  of  Edinboro,  and  was 
there  a  carpenter,  lie  left  his  native  land  at  the 
age  of  seventeen,  and  having  reached  New  York 
remained  in  that  vicinity  until  1829,  when  hi' 
came  to  Michigan.  He  traveled  bj  boat  to  De- 
troit and  thence  by  team,  a  three  days'  journey,  to 
Ypsilanti,  which  was  then  a  mere  hamlet,  lie  at 
first  worked  as  a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  when 
the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  came  through  he 
built  on  contract  several  miles  of  track,  grading 
and  constructing  it.  He  was  a  Democrat  and  voted 
with  that  party  except  in  1840,  when  In-  casl  his 
ballot  for  William  Henry  Harrison.  lie  lived  to 
reach  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  year-.  His 
grandfather,  John,  was  born  in  Scotland  and  was 
there  a  hotel-keeper,  and  his  Uncle  Robert  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Rose  Point,  N.  V. 

Sallie  .Murphy  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  one 
who    became    the    mother  of  our  subject,  and  her 


father,  who  was  a  tailor  and  came  to  New  York. 
was  driven  out  of  his  native  Ireland  for  "wearing 
of  the  green."   The  mother  was  sixty-six  years  old 

at   the  time  of  her  death,  and  he  of  whom   we  write 

is  the  eldest  son  among  her  eight  children.  He 
remembers  nothing  of    bis   life    before   coming  to 

Ypsilanti,    and     was    educated    at     the     old     brick 

schoolhouse.  He  learned  the  coopers'  trade,  and 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  began  work  as  a  journey- 
man for  Benjamin  Follett.  He  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  I  tcputy  sheriff  of  Washtenaw  ( lountj 
and  served  for  two  years,  and  was  offered  the 
appointment  for  the  next  term  hut  did  not  accept 
it,  but  two  years  later  he  accepted  the  same  posi- 
tion of  Mr.  M.  Webb.  He  was  also  City  Marshal 
and  Constable,  and  about  the  year  of  1ST*  he 
resigned  his  position  as  Deputj  Sheriff,  as  he  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  Second  Dis- 
trict. Four  years  Later  he  retired  from  active 
life  for  a  few  years,  working  some,  however, at  bis 
old  trade. 

Mr.  Forsyth's  election  as  supervisor  of  the  Sec- 
ond District  was  granted  him  in  1890,  and  he  was 
re-elected  the  following  year.  In  the  early  days 
he  was  quite  a  huntsman,  and  occasionally  killed  a 
deer.  He  shot  one  in  a  wheat  field  which  ran  awa\ 
and  he  did  not  lind  it  till  the  next  day.  when 
although  it  was  wounded  and  c -on Id  not  run.  it  made 
a  brave  fight  for  its  life,  but  he  finished  it  ami  car- 
ried home  some  venison.  The  Indians  were  numer- 
ous in  those  day-,  and  Indian  trails  were  the  most 
common   road-. 

Mr.  Forsyth  was  married  in  Ypsilanti.  in  1851, 
to  Miss  Ruth  Akin,  who  was  horn  in  New  York. 
Inn   came  to  thi-  Male  in    IMS.      She  died  in    1882, 

having  been  the  mother  of  seventeen  children, 
only  one  of  whom  is  now  li\  ing,  the  other-  having 
passed  away  in  infancy.  James  M.  Forsyth  was, 
in  1867,  elected  Alderman  of  the  Fifth  Ward  for 
two  years,  and  Marshal  for  three  year-,  and  was 
Deputy  Sherifl  and  <  onstable  for  two  year-.  Ili- 
hhi  Victor  has  been  a  cigar  manufacturer  now  for 
some  time. 

Our  subject  ha-  been  for  a  great  many  year-  a 
Notary  Public,  and  when  Deputy  sheriff  was  one 
of  the  Circuit  Courl    officers,     lie    bas   had    some 

hard     ca-e-     to    arrest,    and    one  time  when   he  wa- 
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seeking  some  horse  thieves  lit.'  was  sh<>i  at  I > \  mis- 
take by  the  City  Clerk,  bul  was  qoI  seriously 
injured.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat  with  Green- 
back proclivities,  and  he  is  frequently  a  delegate 
to  county  and  Slate  conventions,  being  also  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  and  Greenback  County 
Committees. 


bHOMAS  GREEN.  Oneof  the  finest  farmsin 
Manchester  Township  is  owned  by  Thomas 
'tyl  Green,  and  located  on  section  6.  Mr.  Green 
was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  May  16,  1806. 
His  father,  Charles  Green,  grew  up  in  the  mother 
country.  Coming  to  America  in  1  H.52,  he  pro- 
ceeded directly  to  this  county,  where  he  purchased 
land  on  section  5.  There  was  at  that  time  only  a 
log  house  upon  the  place.  This  he  improved,  and 
there  lived  until  1841.  Our  subject's  mother  was 
Elizabeth  By  water,  a  native  of  England,  who  died 
in  Michigan  the  same  year  in  which  her  husband 
died.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  manhood,  although  our  subject  is 
now  the  only  one  living. 

Mr.  Green  was  twenty-four  years  of  ageon com- 
ing to  America,  and  in  1880  he  took  up  a  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  section 
6,  Manchester  Township,  Washtenaw  County.  At 
the  time  of  his  entering  upon  the  place,  not  a  stick 
of  timber  had  ever  been  cut.  and  it  was  in  the 
primeval  state  of  nature.  Cutting  the  logs,  he 
built  a  frame  house,  gettiifg  the  logs  sawed  at  the 
sawmill  on  the  river  Raisin. 

The  nearest  trading  point  to  Mr.  Green  on  lirst 
coming  into  tin'  country,  was  at  Detroit,  where 
they  procured  all  the  provisions  that  were  not 
raised  upon  the  farm.  There  were  plenty  of  In- 
dians and  wild  animals,  and  our  subjecl  was  the 
first  white  man  to  settle  in  the  township  of  Man- 
chester. He  was  married  to  Miss  Ann  Selfe,  a  na- 
tive of  England,  and  horn  in  the  town  of  Bradford, 
although  reared  in  London.  She  came  to  Michi- 
gan about  lx.'tfi.     By  this  marriage  our  subject  he- 


came  the  father  of  three  children,  two  sons  and  one 
daughter:  Laura  A..  Edwin  '1'.  and  Albert  G.  The 
motherof  these  children  died  in  1857.  Three  years 
later  Mr.  Green  married  Miss  Sarah  Wass,  who  was 

born  October  ."),  1K22,  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
1860.  Our  subject  has  remained  faithful  to  the 
agricultural  calling  since  first  coming  to  this  State. 
lie  has  ninety  acres  of  land  located  on  section  5, 
ninety-four  acres  on  section  (i.  and  seventy  acres  in 
Jackson  County,  most  all  of  which  is  tinder  culti- 
vation. He  directs  the  work  of  his  farm,  and  is 
ably  seconded  in  his  efforts  by  bis  son.  The  lirst 
vote  cast  in  this  country  by  our  subject,  was  for 
Jackson.  Since  that  time,  however,  he  has  been 
true  to  the  Republican  standard.  Mr.  Green  was 
true  to  the  Union  cause,  although  it  cost  him  con- 
siderable at  the  time,  having  to  pay  $200  for  war 
indemnification. 


EV.  JAMES  VENNING  is  probably  the  most 

prominent  clergyman  in   the  city   of   Ypsi- 

*    Y     lanti.     having     charge     of     the     Methodist 

Church    in    this   place.     Of    English    birth 

and  parentage,  with    his  early  Ideas  connected  with 

the  dignity  attendant  upon  the  Church  of  England, 
our  subject  has  naturally  developed  much  of  dig- 
nity of  manner,  and  his  personal  appearance  is 
such  a-  to  command  respect.  As  a  pastor  he  gets 
very  near  to  his  people,  and  has  ever  sought  to 
develop  thehighesl  typeof  social  lifeof  the  church, 
lie  has  made  himself  the  personal  friend  of  each 
member  of  his  congregation,  sympathizing  with 
them  in  trouble  and  joyful  with  them  in  their 
gladness. 

Our  Subjecl  was  born  in  Cornwall,  near  Lancas- 
ter. April  2.">.  1838,  and  remained  there  until 
twelve  years  of  aye.  when  hi'  came  with  his  parents 
to  Canada,  lie  is  a  son  of  Andrew  Venning,  also 
a  native  of  England  and  a  farmer  by  calling.  On 
coming  to  America  in  1850  he  brought  with  him 
his  family,  comprising  a  wife  and  six  children. 
Leaving  Plymouth  they  after  a  voyage  of  sis  weeks 
lauded    at  Quebec.     Thence  the;\   went  to  Ontario, 
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locating  a1  Dorchester  where  the  father  engaged  in 
farming;  he  died  in   IKT.'i. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  prior  to  her  marriage 
Mis*  Man  A.  Cornish,  and  was  born  near  Lancas- 
ter Castle.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Cornish, 
an  officer  in  the  English  Army,  and  died  in  Canada 
in  I889.  Of  the  sis  children  above  mentioned  our 
subject  i>  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  All  the 
family  with  the  exception  of  him  arc  living  in 
(  anada. 

James  Venning  attended  a  private  school  before 
leaving  England,  and  after  removing  to  Canada 
was  a  pupil  at  the  public  school,  and  later  became 
a  student  at  the  Victoria  University,  lie  did  not. 
however,  complete  his  course  at  the  university. 
When  about  nineteen  years  of  age  he  attended  the 
lirst  Methodist  protracted  meeting  he  had  evei 
heard  of  and  was  the  first  to  go  the  altar.  His 
father  soon  followed  and  then  his  two  brothers. 
Soon  after  uniting  with  the  church  he  was  con- 
vinced that  it  was  his  duty  to  preach.  After 
resisting  tin'  call  fur  a  time  he  yielded  and  was 
made  a  local  preacher.  He  united  with  the  Detroit 
<  onference  in  1864,  and  was  appointed  to  Marine 
City.  Zealous  in  his  work  as  in  his  conviction,  lie 
took  hold     of    the  church   work    with  a  determined 

and  energetic  purpose,  and  spent  a  remarkably 
successful  three  years  on  the  charge.  In  1867  he 
went  to  Owosso,  and    his  subsequent  charges  have 

been  M 'oe,  where  he  remained  for  three    years; 

Saginaw  City,  three  years;  Bay  City,  three  years; 
Court  Street,  Flint,  three  years;  Lapeer,  three 
years;  another  three  years  at  Saginaw  <  it\  :  and  is 
now  conducting  a  successful  pastorate  in  Ypsilanti. 

Personally  our  subject  lias  a  frank,  pleasing 
countenance,  and  a  personal  magnetism  that  draws 
his  people  to  him.  His  delivery  is  careful  and  fin- 
ished, and  there  is  a  real  depth  of  thought  in  the 
sermons  which  he  preaches.  It  i-.  however,  for 
executive  ability  and  efficiency  in  pastoral  work 
that  he  ha-  become  most   widely  known. 

A  man  who  is  sensitive  and  lias  a  most  subtle 
appreciation  of  the  works  of  the  Divine  Creator, 
the   [lev.   Mr.  Venning   has  a   special  love  for  the 

science  that  treats  of  llowers  and  plants.  llotany 
is  to  him  more  than  a  recreation.  In  it  lie  SCCS 
lessons  that  -peak     in   vain   to    many  another.       For 


the  past  do/.en  years  or  so  he  lias  made  careful  ex- 
periments with  different  varieties  of  plant-,  and   is 

especially    iiiteie-ted   in    tile   propagation   of    perfed 

floral  specimens,  lie  holds  an  International  cer- 
tificate for  a  hybrid  seedling  that  ha-  reached 
a  point  of  perfection  beyond  anything  hitherto 
raised.  He  is  a  well-read  botanist,  being  thor- 
oughly conversanl  with  the  writings  and  theories 
of  the  ancient,  as  well  as  the  modern  scientists  on 
this  subject,  lie  read  a  paper  before  the  State 
Horticultural  Society,  which  was  afterward  pub- 
lished at  the  requesl  of  the  leading  horticulturists, 
the  subject  matter  being  Landscape  Gardening, 
or  I  low  to  I'lant  a   I. awn. 
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EV.  JABEZ  THOMAS  SUNDERLAND.  The 
popular  pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Church, 
which  is  daily  gaining  ground  among  the 
broad-minded  people  of  Ann  Arbor,  is  a 
native  of  England,  having  been  born  in  Haworth, 
Yorkshire,  February  11.  1842.  He  is  the  youngesl 
of  five  children  who  were  born  to  his  parents, 
Thomas  anil  Sarah  (  li road  head  )  Sunderland.  When 
he  was  two  years  old  his  parent-  emigrated  to  the 
United  States. and  after  landing  in  New  York  they 
-oon  proceeded  to  ( Ihautauqua  (  ounty.in  that  state, 
where  Mr.  Sunderland,  Sl\,  located  on  a  farm  and 
pursued  the  calling  of  a  farmer  until  his  death. 
which   took   place  when  .lalicx  was  on  1  \    seven  years 

of   age.      The    lad'-    thcr    was   a    daughter  of 

.1: -  Broadhead,  of  England,  and  now  makes  her 

home  with  our  subject  fn   Ann    Arlior.  being  at  the 
present  time  (  1891)  in  her  seventy-eighth  year, 
.la he/.  T.  for  a  time  at  tended  the  di-tricl  school   in 

the  vicinity  of  his  home  in  Chautauqua  <  ounty. 
Later  he  was  a  pupil  in  .lame-low  n  Academy  .  after 
which     he     went     to     Inwa     and    resided   five  years. 

Three  years  of  that  time  were  passed  at  the  Bur- 
lington (Iowa)  Collegiate  Institute.    From  there  he 

went  to  Madison  1  ni\ersit\  at  Hamilton.  N.  Y.. 
where  he  was  a  student  two  years.  He  enlisted, 
January  I.  ISC  I.  in  the  fifth  New  York  Artillery. 
and    was   on    detached    service   at    Klniira    until  the 
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close  of  the  war.  His  post  was  under  command  of 
Gen.  Tracy,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  under  President 
Harrison.     He  was   honorably  discharged  in    I860. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  he  entered  the 
I  'ni\  er-ity  of  Cliicago,  completing  his  course  in 
I  s < 1 7 .  By  this  lime  having  decided  to  devoti  his 
life  to  llie  ministry,  he.  became  a  student  it.  the 
Theological  Seminary  of  Chicago,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1870,  and  soon  after  settled  as 
pastor  of  the  Sycamore  Street  Baptist  Church  in 
the  city  of  Milwaukee.  He  continued  his  pastorate 
thereuntil  1*72,  when  he  resigned  and  accepted 
a  call  from  the  Unitarian  Church  at  Northlield. 
Mass.  lie  remained  there  until  January,  1876, and 
was  then  called  to  take  charge  of  the  Fourth  Uni- 
tarian 1  hurch  at  Chicago.  In  the  fall  of  1878  he 
came  to  Ann  Arbor  and  at  once  assumed  charge  of 
the  Unitarian  Church  in  this  city,  which  position 
he  has  filled  successfully  from  that  time  to  the 
present.  Keen  in  perception,  clear  and  logical  in 
his  reasoning  faculties,  Mr.  Sunderland  possesses 
the  esteem  of  all. 

On  December  7.  1871,  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Sunderland 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Reed,  of 
Huntsville,  111.,  and  daughter  of  Am  asa  Reed,  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  she  is  a  graduate  of  Ml. 
llolyoke  Seminary.  Mass..  and  also  of  the  I'nivei 
sity  of  Michigan.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  wasthe 
Principal  of  the  High  School  at  Aurora.  111.,  holding 
that  position  for  five  years.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  the  parents  of  three  children.  Gertrude  is 
a  student  in  the  University  of  Michigan  and  is 
now  in  the  Sophomore  class.  Fdson  Peed  is  a. 
senior  in  the  High  School  at  Ann  Arbor,  while 
Florence  likewise  attends  the  High  School. 

Since  Mr.  Sunderland's  pastorate  here  lie  lias 
not  allowed  the  work  of  the  church  to  he  at  a 
standstill,  either  spiritually  or  practically.  He  has 
erected  a  new  church  at  the  cost  of  #20,000  and 
this  was  followed  by  the  building  of  a  fine  parson- 
age.    He  has  also  established  a  church  library  which 

is  open  a!  all  times  to  ail  members  Of  and  attendants 
at  the  church;  it  comprises  two  thousand  volumes. 
The  parsonage  was  erected  at  the  cost  of  $5,000. 
Mr.  Sunderland  is  the  author  of  several  hooks  that 
are  well  known.  In  1886  he  started  a  monthly 
magazine,  in  Chicago,   called   the  Unitarian,  which    I 


has  attained  the  largest  circulation  of  any  magazine 
of  its  kind  in  the  world.  About  a  year  ago  he 
sold  out  his  proprietorship  of  the  magazine  to  a 
Boston  publisher,  bul  is  still  its  editor.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  past  he  has  lice n  a  liberal  contributor  of 
articles  bearing  on  the  religious  trend  of  the  time 
lo  magazine  and  religions  papers.  The  pleasant 
home  wherein  the  faniih  of  our  subject  gather  to- 
gether is  located  at   No.    1  North  State  Street. 


FY.     LOUIS     P.    GOLDRICK     was     horn    of 

Irish  parents,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  April  II. 

1859.      The   old  saying.  •■He  who  lacks  the 

O  or  .Mac.  no  Irishman  i>  he,"  is  thus  tra- 
ditionally accounted  for  in  the  reverend  gentle- 
man's family  history.  Our  subject  states  that  his 
four  great-grand-uncles,  who  wire  horn  in  County 
Armagh.  Ireland,  were  present  at  the  trial  of  a 
young  man,  who  had  been  guilty  of  a  petty  mis- 
demeanor, and  who.  after  being  tried,  was  sen- 
tenced  by  an  unscrupulous  Ulster  magistrate  of 
the  Cromwellian  type  of  man  to  he  transported 
from  his  own  ill-fated  isle.  These  four  fearless  de- 
nouncers of  the  inhuman  despotism  holding  -wa\ 
in  that  sad  country  al  the  time,  broke  into  the  jail 
where  the  unjustly  punished  man  was  secluded 
and  made  way  for  his  speedy  release.        S.S  nothing 

less  than  death  would  have  expiated  this  wrong- 
doing  in   the  eyes  of  the  law.  two  of  tin'  brothers, 

.lame-  and    Philip,  made  their  way  to   Australia    on 

hoard  a  sailing-vessel,  while  another,  named  Pat- 
rick,sailed  lor  the  land  of  the  free;  and  the  Other, 
named  Owen,  erasing  the  Mac  from  his  name,  lived 
until  he  died  on  the  isle  where  rests  in  peace  the 
ashes  of  his  fathers.  This  tradition,  handed  down 
from  father  to  son.  explain-  why  then'  is  more  of 
the  Teutonic  lather  than  the  real  Celtic  sound  lo 
the  name. 

From  Owen  was  descended  Philip,  the  grand- 
father of  the  Uev.  Louis  Philip,  who  was  the  only 
male  child  horn  among  a  faniih  of  eleven.  Philip 
was  married  to  Miss  Nanc\  Pitzsimmons,  of  Vir- 
ginia, County   Cavan.  Ireland,  from    which  union 
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~i\  -< n i - : 1 1 1 < I  two  daughters  were  horn,  all  of  whom 
arc  now  dead  save  one  son  and  two  daughters,  re- 
siding al  present  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Peter,  the 
father  <>l'  the  Rev.  Louis  P.,  was  the  fourth  child 
of  his  father's  family  and  was  horn  in  the  parish  of 
Mullough,  town  of  Virginia,  County  Ca van,  Ire- 
Land,  on  Palm  Sunday.  1822.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Annie  MrXally.  a  native  of  Castle  Bar, 
County  Mayo.  Ireland,  al  (ape  May.  X.  J.,  in  the 
summer  of  1845.  she  was  reared  in  the  faith  of 
the  Church  of  England,  of  which  she  was  a  mem- 
ber until  her  marriage,  when  she  embraced  the 
faith  of  her  husband  and  was  joined  in  wedlock  by 
the  Rev.  Father  Waldron,  a  missionary  clergyman, 
connected  at  the  time  with  the  Philadelphia  Dio- 
cese, then  under  the  Episcopal  jurisdiction  of 
Archbishop  Kendrick.  Father  Goldnck  states  one 
of  the  happiest  reminiscences  of  Ins  life  is.  that 
four  months  prior  to  his  own  ordination  In  had  the 
pleasure  to  assist  this  good  old  missionary  at  the 
altar  while  celebrating  divine  service  at  St.  Agnes' 
Hospital.  Baltimore,  Md. 

Of  the  thirteen  children,  eight  sons  and  five 
daughters,  born  to  Peter  and  his  wife.  Rev.  Louis 
P.  is  the  seventh  child.  Many  of  the  children 
died  in  infancy,  while  one  son  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  and  two  daughters  after  reaching  the 
age  of  womanhood.  pour  sons  areall  that  are  now- 
living — Henry.  Peter,  Louisand  Frank.  Mrs.  Peter 
Goldrick  departed  this  life  July  13,  1882,  aged  fif- 
ty-four years.  Her  husband  died  May  10,  1886, 
aiicd  sixty-four  years.  I  lis  remains  were  escorted 
to  the  grave  by  the  members  of  tin'  ( Centennial  Coun- 
cil, i.876,of  Cleveland, Ohio, of  which  body  he  was 
a  member,  having  been  elected  a-  representative 
from  Ward  5,  for  the  years  1ST.")  and  1876.  For 
the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life  he  "as  a  retail 
coal  dealer  of  the  above-mentioned  city,  and  at  the 
time  of  hi-  demise  left  his  family  in  comfortable 
circumstances. 

Rev.   !•■    P.    Goldrick    studied    in    the    public    and 

parochial  schools  of  his  native  city  and  on  Sep- 
tember 8,  1875,  he  entered  the  College  of  Our  Lady 
of  Angels,  Suspension  Bridge,  N.  V.  Here  he  re- 
mained only  one  year.  lie  next  entered  his 
father's  coal  office  and  sufficiently  satisfied  his 
desires   for  mercantile  pursuits  during  the  ensuing 


two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1878  he  entered  Assump- 
tion College,  Sandwich,  Ontario,  where  in  June  of 
1881  he  completed  the  prescribed  classical  course. 
For  two  years  he  studied  philosophy  in  the  same 
institution,  and  becoming  affiliated  to  the  Detroit 
Diocese,  was  -cut  by  the  late  K't.  Rev.  (.'.  II.  Bor- 
gess,  then  Bishop  of  Detroit,  to  St.  Mary's  Semi- 
nary. Baltimore, Md.,  in  September,  1883.  Here  he 
studied  theology  for  three  scholastic  years  and  was 
ordained  to  the  priesthood  with  six  other  classmates, 
by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Borgess,  June  Hi.  1886,  a1 
Assumption  College  Church,  Sandwich,  Ontario. 
After  a  short  vacation  he  was  appointed  assistant 
pastor  at  St.  Vincent's  Church,  Fourteenth  Street, 
Detroit.  The  spiritual  labors  of  this  parish,  num- 
bering twelve  hundred  families,  were  ver\  great, 
and  after  working  constantly  and  faithfully,  he 
contracted    a    severe  c<  Id  from   being  On  a  sick  '"ill 

one  night  in  the  December  of  1***.  This  wasfasl 
nearing  pneumonia,  when  upon  the  urgenl  advice 

of  his  physician,  he    went    to    SI.    Mary's    Hospital. 

Detroit,  on  the  evening  of  January  II.  1889. 
Then'  he  remained  two  months,  leaving  the  insti- 
tution entirely  restored  to  health  and  strength, 
Owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  kind  attention  of 
the  faithful  sisters  in  charge. 

On  March  28,  1889,  he  came  to  Northfield  and 
assumed  charge  of  St.  Patrick's  congregation,  by 
order  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  John  S.  Foley.  I ).  I  >..  Bishop 
of  Detroit.  As  a  token  of  the  regard  in  which  his 
former  parishioners  held  him.  the  young  priest,  be- 
sides being  the  recipient  of  both  valuable  and  use- 
fill  presents,  was  presented,  on  the  eve  of  his  de- 
parture from  Detroit,  with  the  handsome  puree  of 
1800.  There  was  a  floating  debt  of  $500  againsl 
the  North  field  Catholic  congregation  at  the  time  of 
the  arrival  of  the  new  incumbent,  but  this  was  en- 
tirely wiped  out  from  the  proceeds  of  a  picnic,  held 
on  July  I.  the  same  year,  at  Whitmore  Lake.  <  >n 
June  1.  1890,  the  pastor,  encouraged  bj  the  sub- 
stantial financial  assistance  on  the  part  of  his  gen- 
erous people,  undertook  the  erection  of  a  $5,000 
rectory,  which   now   adjoins  the  church,  and    which 

stands  as  a nainent  to  the  neighborhood  and  an 

evidence  of  the  Christian  co-operation  which  exists 
between  pastor  and  people. 

In  ls77  the  present   beautiful  brick  church  was 
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built,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Joseph  Vau- 
waterschoot,  now  deceased,  a1  a  eosl  of  #11,500. 
A  large,  silvery-toned  bell,  the  second  largesl  in 
ili,'  county,  costing  $600,  the  generous  gift  of 
Bernard  Iveenan,  of  Ann  Arbor  Township,  was 
solemnly  blessed  by  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Foley,  and 
placed  in  the  belfry  of  this  church  in  the  presence 
of  a  large  concourse  of  people,  October  22,  1890. 
An  indebtedness  of  $1,000  is  al  present,  Jan- 
uar\  1.  l.s'.i^.  against  the  parish,  When  il  is 
remembered  that  the  congregation  numbers  only 
one  hundred  and  ten  families,  and  when  the 
many  necessary,  yet  expensive  Improvements 
that  have  been  made  around  the  church  and  pas- 
toral residence,  together  with  the  liberal  subscrip- 
tions collected  for  the  parish  building  fund  in  a 
comparatively  shorl  space  of  time,  are  taken  into 
consideration,  it  truly  indicates  a  praiseworthy 
spirit  among  the  people. 

our  readers  will  notice  on  an  accompanying 
page  a  portrait  of  Father  Goldrick,  by  which  name 
our  subject  is  familiarly  known.  A  gentleman  of 
splendid  physique,  he  also  possesses  excellent  qual- 
ifications as  a  man  of  education  and  refinement, 
lie  is  highly  respected  by  all  classes  in  general, and 

is  evidently  deeply    interested    in    tile    nolile    work 

in  which  he  is  engaged. 
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OllN  R.  MOORE  is  a  retired  fanner  owning 
two  hundred  acres  of  land  on  section  :S(>, 
Lyndon  Township,  lie  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery county.  X.  Y.,  Ma\  16,  1821,  and 
is  a  son  of  Jasper  and  Martha  (Griffith)  Moore, 
natives  of  the  same  county  in  which  he  was  horn. 
Our  subject's  father  was  a  farmer  and  was  married 
in  Montgomery  County.  He  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812.  On  coming  West  in  1834  he 
took  up  some  Uovernment  land,  which  was  located 
where  our  subject's  farm  now  is.  The  deed  was 
signed  by  President  .Martin  Van  Buren.  This  was 
the  home  of  our  subject's  parents  until  their  death. 
The    father     was    :i     Justice  of   the   Peace  for  ni.iu\ 

years,  and  held  other  township    offices.     Me    was  a 


strong  W'liiii'  in  political  preference  and  prejudice. 
Horn  in  IT'.M)  he  was  only  forty-seven  wars  old  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  lie  was  a  member  of  long 
and  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  wife  died  in  Shiawassee  County, 
this  State. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  lour  children  born  to  his 

parents,  of  win, m  two  only  are     now  living lohn 

R.  and  George,  of   Eaton  Rapids,  this   State.     His 

paternal    graudsire   was    Amos  M e.  a    nativi   of 

Saratoga  <  ounty,  N.  Y.,  and  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, (online  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day.  he  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  lie  was  a  Whig 
and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  On  the  mater- 
nal side  our  subject's  grandparents  were  Stephen 
and  .Martin  ( Griffith,  natives  of  Syracuse.  \.  Y.  The 
former  was  a  surveyor  l>\  profession  and  a  teacher 
by  occupation.  They  lived  and  died  in  the  Em- 
pire State,  having  had  a  family  of  four  children. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  received  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  in  New  York  and  after 
Coming  to  the  West  with  his  parents  was  his  own 
teacher.  He  was  reared  a  farmer  anil  remained  on 
the  home  place,  finally  buying  out  his  father- 
interest.  Many  valuable  improvements  have  been 
made    by    Mr.    Moore   since  the    farm  came  into  ais 

possession.  He  has  found  the  breeding  of  horses 
ami    raising   of   stoels    to    lie  a  mosl  valuable  and 

profitable    .supplementary    occupation   to  the  staple 

one  of  the  production  of  cereals  and  vegetables. 

January  28,  1844,  Mr.  Moore  was  married  to 
Miss  Clarissa  Wilsey,  of  New  York.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Martha  Wilsey.  of  several 
children  born  of  this  union  only  one  is  now  living 
—  l'hebe  .1..  now  Mrs.  K.  I!,  (leer,  who  is  the 
mother  of  two  children.  William  and  Susan,  and 
lives  in  Otsego  County,  this  State.  Mrs.  (  larissa 
Moore  died  September  '.K  1865.  By  a  second  mar- 
riage our  subject  became  united  to  Miss  Helen 
Noyes,  of  Mai ib  County,  this  State,     she  was  a 

daughter  Of  David  and  Martha  Noyes.  Two  chil- 
dren  were  the  outcome  of  this  union      Carrie,  who 

is    now     Mrs.   Theodore  Mohrlok,  and    Herbert  A. 

Mrs.  Helen  M 'e  died  in    1890. 

Our  subject  is  a  strong  Republican  in  his  polit- 
ical preference.  1  [e  lias  been  Jusl  ice  of  t  he  I '.  pi 
for  sixteen  years,  and  has  held  various  othet  offices 
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!n    the    township.      Mr.  M <•   is    looked  up  to  by 

the  people  in  the  community  as  i «i ■  i 1 1 l;  a  man  of 
unquestionable  integrity  and  sense  of  honor. 
Coming  here  when  fourteen  years  of  age  he  has 
witnessed  all  the  privations  and  hardships  iifcidenl 
to  pioneer  life,  and  has  been  a  most  enterprising 
helper  in  building  various  institutions.  He  is  a 
kind  father  and  :i  warm  friend. 


\A  A.I.  WILLIAM  ('.  STEVENS.  This 
i  prominenl  business  man  is  a  Wolverine  by 
1  birth,  having  been  born  in  WayneCounty, 
in  the  village  of  Plymouth,  November  14, 
1837.  He  was  the  second  son  in  the  family  of 
William  N.  Stevens,  who  was  a  carpenter  and  mer- 
chant, and  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  The  grand- 
father was  also  named  William  Stevens.  The 
mother  of  Maj.  Stevens  was  Jane  V.  Forbes,  daugh- 
ter of  Colin  V.  G.  Forbes,  of  New  York  City.  Will- 
iam N.  Stevens  removed  to  Wayne  County,  Mich., 
in  1834  and  worked  al  his  trade  as  a  carpenter  in 
the  village  of  Plymouth  for  a  time.  For  many 
years  lie  was  Collector  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Iii  1847  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business 
at  Whitmore  Lake,  continuing  thus  until  1882, 
when  lie  made  his  home  in  Ann  Arbor.  He  is  now 
in  liis  seventy-ninth  year.  His  good  wife  died 
August  8,  1891  in  her  seventy-seventh  year. 

William  ('.  Stevens  spent  his  early  boyhood  in 
his  native  county  attending  the  district  school. 
and  at  the  aire  of  nine  years  removed  with 
his  parent-  to  Whitmore  Lake,  where  he  as- 
sisted his  father  and  continued  his  studies  until 
1861.  lie  then  joined  the  ranks  of  the  brave  de- 
fenders of  our  country,  enlisting  in  Company  G, 
Third  Michigan  Cavalry,  under  the  command  of 
Lieut. -Col.  R.  11.  G.  Minty.  This  regiinenl  was 
assigned  to  the  Department  of  the  West  and  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  New  .Madrid,  the  Capture  of 
island  No.  10  and  the  siege  of  Corinth.  On  May 
28,  L862  he  was  discharged  on  account  of  disabil- 
ity  and  returned  to  his  home.      The  following  •  >c- 

tober  he  commenced  to  recruit   for  the  Ninth  Mich- 


igan Cavalry  and  was  made  <  aptain  of  <  ompany 
C.  In  thespringof  1863  the  regimen  1  was  ordered 
to  Kentucky,  where  considerable  scouting  was  done, 
as  well  as  aiding  in  driving  out  Gen.  John  Morgan 

from  the  state.  In. Inly.  1863,  the  regiment  was 
incorporated  with  Gen.  Burnside's  army  and  accom- 
panied h i in  to  Easl   Tennessee.     Our  subject   with 

others  of  his  company  was  on  duty  in  various  skir- 
mishes and  marches  through  Tennessee  and  parti- 
cipated in  tin-  siege  Of  Klloxville  ill  the  winter  of 
1863-114. 

In  .March.  1864  the  regiment  was  ordered  hack- 
to  Kentucky  to  be  remounted,  as  their  horses  were 

practically  Used  up.  Four  months  later  they  took 
part   in  the  chase  after    Morgan    in    Kentucky     and 

Ohio,  and  assisted  in  his  capture   near  Salineville. 

Ohio.  Afterward  the  regiment  was  Ordered  to  At- 
lanta. Ga.,  and  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Atlanta. 
thence  accompanied  Sherman  in  his  march  through 
Georgia  and  the  Carolinas.  After  the  surrender 
of  Johnston,  Maj.  Stevens  was  selected  with  a  por- 
tion of  his  regiment  to  do  special  work  in  the 
counties  of  Buncomb,  Henderson,  Polk  and  Tran- 
sylvania, N.  ('..  to  work  against  guerrillas  and  pro- 
tect Union  men  returning  home. 

Our  subjeel  had  been  commissioned  Major  of  his 
rgeiment  in  February,  1  si;  I.  ami  he  continued  to  act 
in  that  capacity  until  his  honorable  discharge  in 
.Inly.  1865.  Returning  to  Ann  Arbor  he  entered 
tin'  law  department  of  the  Universitj  of  Michigan 
and  completed  his  course  with  the  Class  of  '68. 
He  then  located  at  Last  Tawas  and  buill  up  a  prac- 
tice, remaining  in  that  place  for  a  period  of  four- 
teen years.  In  November,  1882,  he  decided  to  make 
his  home  in  Ann  Arbor  and  has  since  resided  here. 
lb'  has  had  large  dealings  in  lauds  and  extensive 
interests  in  the  [umber  districts  and  has  placed  in- 
vestments in  mills  and  other  property.  Lor  some 
time  he  ha-  Keen  associated  with  W.  M.  Lockl  .  under 
the  linn  name  of  Locke  &  Stevens,  handling  lum- 
ber extensively  and  furnishing  stock  to  the  jobbing 
trade.  He  is  one  of  the  stock-holders  and  directors 
of  the  Farmers'  and   Mechanics'  Bank. 

Numerous  official  positions  have  been  held  hy 
Maj.  Stevens  and  from  the  year  1870  he  held  for  a 

decade     the    Office    of    Count)     Treasurer    of    [OSCO 

County,  where  he  was  then    residing.     In    1882  he 
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was  fleeted  Auditor-General  of  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan and  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office  two  years 
later.  His  political  views  and  sympathies  bring 
hmi  into  line  with  the  Republican  party,  in  which 
he  is  an  earnest  and  judicious  leader. 

The  happy  marriage  of  Maj.  Stevens  was  solemn- 
ized April  2).  1869  and  his  bride  was  Miss  Laura 
('.,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Caroline  L.  (Bingham) 
Worden  of  Green  Oak.  Livingston  County.  Her 
mother  was  a  sister  of  ex-Gov.  Bingham  of  Michi- 
gan. In  Livingston  County  she  was  born  and 
feared  to  a  lovely  and  gracious  womanhood,  and 
is  now  the  mother  of  five  children,  namely:  Ada 
I...  Bessie  B.,  Colin  M.,  Nelson  F.  and  Russell.  Our 
subject  is  a  liberal  contributor  to  church  and  char- 
itable purposes  but  is  not  a  member  of  any  denomi- 
nation. His  handsome  residence  at  No.  18  North 
Ingalls  Street  is  situated  upon  a  most  delightful 
spot,  commanding  an  extensive  and  charming  view 
of  the  surrounding  country. 


()HN  NTCOLL  is  a  representative  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  residing  on  section  :;.  Au- 
gusta Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Genosee 
County.  N.Y..  and  was  born  in  June,  1852, 
being  a  son  of  Thomas  and  .lane  (Cummings)  Nic- 
oll.      His    parents    were    both    natives    of   Scotland 

and  emigrated  to  America  early   in  the  '40s.     For 

several    years    they     resided    in     New     York     Slate 

whence  they  proceeded  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Washtenaw  County. 

Our  subject  was  an  infant  when  he  came  to  Wash 
tenaw  County.  His  parents  here  resided  for  five 
years,  their  home  beingin  Ypsilanti  City.  Thence 
they  came  to  Augusta  Township  and  settled  on  the 
farm  whereon  our  subject  now  lives.  Thomas  Nic- 
oll,  his  father,  made  the  first  home  for  the  family  in 
a  log  house,  hut  later  in  life  he  built  the  residence 
which  our  subject  now  occupies.  The  elder  Mr. 
Nicoll  came  here  a  poor  man.  but  through  hi-  pru- 
dence, thrift  and  economy  was  enabled  to  amass  a 
valuable  estate.     He  was  the  father  of  two  children 


— lolm  and  Mary  A. — the  latter  of  whom  is  now 
deceased.  He  was  a  progressive  man  in  all  hi-  ideas 
and  methods,  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
society  ami  a  Presbyterian,  and  died  inJuly,1877. 
His  wife  survived  him  until  March.  1890. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Augusta 
Township  ami  in  early  days  helped  his  father  with 
the  work  of  improving  and  cultivating  the  place. 
In  the  district  school  of  the  vicinity  he  imbi- 
bed the  old  idea  of  theoretical  training,  which 
is  now  being  changed  and  united  generally  with 
technical  training.  Mi'.  Nicoll  has  supplemented 
the  limited  advantages  that  he  enjoyed  in  youth 
li\  extended  study  and  residing  since  reaching 
manhood.  He  cultivates  a  line  farm  of  ninety- 
six  acre-  of  fertile  and  valuable  land.  Mr.  Nicoll 
inherits  the  industry,  thrift  and  conservatism  of 
his  Scotch  ancestors  and  In-  unbending  will  and 
depth  of  purpose  show  in  the  thorough  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  his  place,  which  is  character- 
ized throughout  by  neatness  and  scrupulous  nice- 
ty.     He    is    a     Democrat    in    politics   and    adds    his 

influence  to  every  cause  that  needs  a  helpful  im- 
petus and  promises  to  he  of  benefit  to  tin1  people  at 
large.  We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  this  wortbj 
gentleman  and  his  family  among  the  man\  promi- 
nent agriculturists  whose  biographies  an'  given  in 
this  work. 


'IIOMAS.l.  FARRELLwaS  horn  in  Monroe 
County.  N.  V..  fourteen  miles  from  Roches- 
ter, his  natal  day  being  November  29,  1845. 

II<'  is    now  a   resident   in    tin'  village  of    Manche-lei 

and  represents  large  farming  interests  in  the  vi- 
cinity. The  paternal  ancestor  of  our  subjeel  was 
Patrick  Farrell,  a   native  of   Ireland,   who  came  to 

America  iii  hi-  twenty-third  year,    lb-  was  a  miller 

h\    trade  and  located  first   in   New    York,    where    he 

remained  until  is;,;,,  when  he  came  to  Washte- 
naw County  and  settled  in  Ann  Arbor,  there  stay- 
ing one  year,  emploj  ed  in  a  mill. 

The  elder  Mr.  Farrell  removed  from   Ann  Arbi  i 
to  Livingston  County,  Oceola  Township,  where  he 
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purchased  a  farm  which  was  partially  improved; 
he  died  upon  the  place  in  1870.  Our  subject's 
mother  was  prior  to  her  marriage  Miss  Rose  Raf- 
ferty,  a  native  of  [reland.  She  still  survives,  al 
the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Ireland  and  as  the  years  passed  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  nine  children,  all  i>t'  whom 
grew   to  maturity. 

Our  subject  is  ilic  fifth   child   in   order  of  birth. 

lie  was  about    ten  years  of  age  on   <• ing  to  ibis 

State  with  bis  parents,  and  bis  first  school  days 
were  passed  in  Ann  Arbor,  though  he  finished  in 
Livingston  County,  and  started  out  for  himself 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  At  thai  age  he  be- 
cam<  employed  on  the  farm  of  <  >.  A.  'Wait,  of 
Freedom  Township,  this  county.  He  remained 
with  him  until  bis  enlistment  in  the  late  war  in 
1864.  He  was  present  al  the  battle  of  Nashville, 
at  Kingston  and  others,  and  after  an  effective  ser- 
vice was  honorably  discharged  at  Louisville,  Ky. 
May  26,  1865.  He  then  returned  to  Michigan  and 
took  up  his  residence  with  Mr.  Wail  again,  stay- 
ing with  him  for  about  two  years,  during  which 
time  he  was  engaged  for  the  most  part  in  running 
a  threshing-machine. 

In  IxTu  Mr.  Farrell  started  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness with  his  former  employer  and  continued  to 
carry  on  the  business  successfully  until  1876,  when 
he  sold  out  his  interest  to  Mr.  Wait  and  wenl  to 
farming  near  Albion.  He  remained  there  one 
year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  out  and 
moved  back  to  the  village  of  Manchester,  buying 
into  the  livery  business  again  witb  Mr.  Wait.  The 
partnership  continued  for  aboul  two  years,  when 
our  subject  bought  out  bis  partner's  interest  and 
lias  continued  to  run  the  business  si  net'.  For  twenty 
years  now  he  has  catered  to  the  wants  of  the  trav- 
eling public,  and  during  that  time  lias  had  three 
differenl  partners.  In  1884  Mr.  Farrell  bought  the 
hotel  known  as  the  Goodyear  House,  in  Manches- 
ter, lb'  ran  it  for  aboul  a  year,  filling  it  with  new 
furniture  and  inaugurating  a  thoroughly  satis- 
factory  management  in  every  respect.  He,  how- 
ever, gave  up  Ibr  business,  renting  it  to  II.  .1. 
liurtis,  of  Hillsdale,  for  tour  years,  and  in  1889 
lie  leased  it  to  V  W.  Edgar,  who  is  the  present 
landlord.     In    1891    our   subjecl    traded   bis    hotel 


lor  a   farm  of  two  hundred  and   fort\    acres,  known 

as  the  "Edward  Fay  Farm,"  m  Jackson  County, 
Norville  Township,  which  he  rents  for  cash.  Mi. 
Farrell  i-  still,  however,  in  the  liverj  business, 
which  he  has  run  since  1870,  with  tin-  exception 
of  a  year. 

A  Republican  in  Ids  political  preference,  Mr. 
Farrell  served  as  Deputy  Sheriff  for  four  years. 
lie  filled  the  office  of  Constable  foi  manj  years 
ami  has  been  on  the  Village  Hoard  for  tin-  pasl 
eight  years.  Socially  he  is  a  Mason,  also  belongs 
to  tbr  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  to 
Comstock  Post.  No.  :;.v_'.  (..  A.  R.  He  has  been 
twice  married,  bis  firsl  union  being  witb  Miss 
Lilly  Adams  in  1871.  One  son,  Clinton  \..  was 
born  of  this  marriage.  Tbr  second  marriage  was 
witb  Emily  Spafford,  and  they  have  two  daugh- 
ter:—  Lizzie  and  Mamie. 


* 


F.  VOGEL  is  tbr  gentleman  to  whom  the 
Government  has  entrusted  the  rare  of  the 
mail  departing  and  arriving  for  Freedom 
Township.  He  is  located  in  the  village  of 
I  redonia  but  bis  farm  is  on  section  '>■>.  Mr.  Vogel 
is  thr  son  of  John  Jacob  Vogel,  a  native  of  \\  ur- 
temberg,  Germany,  and  a  wagon-maker  by  trade 
although  a  farmer  by  calling.  Our  subject's  mother 

was   Anna    Ma^dalcna   (  l.arbt'iiini'ii'r  I    Vogel,  also  a 

native  of  Wertemberg.  Both  parents  died  in  their 
native  land.  They  had  nine  children,  two  of  whom 
air  now  living. 

Our  subjecl  was  horn  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 

April  12.  l*-_'7.     He  grew  to  man] 1  in  bis  native 

land  and  was  thoroughly  educated, not  only  in  his 
native  language  but  in  the  classics  and  also  in 
French.  While  still  in  Germany  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith, serving  an  apprenticeship  of 

two  years  and    paying  $42  and    furnishing  bis  own 

clothing,  paying  for  bis  own  washing  and  expenses 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age, when  be  was 
drafted  into  the  arm  \  . 

Our  subject's  eldesl    brother,  John    Vogel,   was 
preceptor  at   Wenenden,  Germany,  so  be  was  ex- 
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empt  from  army  service.  Another  brother,  John 
Jacob,  was  surgeon  in  the  Germany  army  and  died 

in  service.  A  third  brother,  John  Diedrich,  served 
for  six  years  in  the  army  as  a  sharpshooter,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  thai  time  was  discharged.  Our 
subject  when  drafted  was  placed  in  the  First  In- 
fantry and  took  part  in  the  Revolution  of  1848. 
The  struggle  lasted  for  two  years,  but  our  subject's 
military  experience  continued  for  six  years. 

In  1854  Mr.  Vogel  came  to  America  and  pro- 
ceeded directly  to  Michigan  where  his  sister.  Mrs. 
Mary  Streetor,  now  deceased,  was  then  living.  On 
first  coming  to  this  place  our  subjecl  worked  at  his 
trade,  setting  up  his  forge  and  anvil  in  a  log  shop 
on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  After  a  few 
months  he  went  to  Chelsea  where  he  was  engaged 
at  his  trade  for  two  years.  He  then  started  a  shop 
for  himself  at  Lima.  Our  subject's  marriage  took 
place  in  this  last-named  place  in  1857,  when  he  was 
united  to  Miss  Anna  Cappler,  who  was  horn  in 
Wurtemberg,  Germany,  October  l(i.  1837.  She 
came  to  America  in  the  fall  of  1854  and  settled  in 
Sylvan  Township,  later  removing  with  her  parents 
to  Sharon  Township. 

After  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  made 
their  home  in  Lima  Township  for  two  and  a  half 
years.  In  1859  he  purchased  five  acres  of  laud  on 
the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  meantime  working  al 
his  trade.  He  now  nuih  folly-live  acres.  His 
residence  was  built  in  1868  at  a  cost  of  12,200  and 
in  1861  he  built  a  brick  blacksmith  shop  and  also  a 
barn.  A  cidermill  was  also  erected  in  1884;  it  is 
a  frame  structure  of  substantial  make.  He  also  has 
a  good  frame  house  upon  the  plaee  where  he  carries 
on  general  farming.  In  the  fall  he  makes  a  great 
deal  of  eider;  he  also  does  a  great  deal  of  evapor- 
ating of  fruit,  preparing  il  for  market,  for  which  he 
finds  a  ready  sale. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  an'  tin  parents  of  eleven 

children,  eigbl  of  wh are  now  living.     They  air 

Charles  William.  Frederick  Adolph.  Martin  Philip, 
Anna  Mary  Magdalena,  William  Diedrich,  Daniel 
Albert,  Lewis  Jacob  and  Henry  Edward.  The 
eldest  son  married  Lizzie  Nufferand  lives  in  Ann 
Arbor;  Fred  A.  married  Ella  Somericks  and  lives 
in  Scio;  Martin  I',  married  Mary  Winemann  and 
lives  near  Ann  Arbor;  William   1).  married  Clara 


Kubler  and  lives  at  Ann  Arbor.  Mr.  Vogel  has 
given  his  children  very  good  educational  advan- 
tages ami  they  are  intelligent  and  respected  mem- 
bers of  society.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  with 
their  family  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church. 
Mr.  Vogel  has  never  taken  an  active  interest  in 
politics.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  has  been  School 
Inspector  and    also   Director  of    the   Third    District 

for  twelve  years,  Township  Clerk  for  four  years. 
Notary  Public  for  three  terms,  and  in  1866  was 
appointed  Postmaster  at  Fredonia  .and  served  until 
1869.  He  was  again  appointed  in  1887, and  isstill 
the  incumbent  of  that  office. 


Sp^lHOMAS    D.    KEARNEY.       The  learned    pro- 
//T\    fessions  have  many  disciple-  who  aspire   to 

V '     honor   and    dignity    in    their   chosen    fields 

and  all  with  greater  or  less  reason    to  expect  their 

efforts  to  lie  crowned  with    success.      lie    of    whom 

we  have  the  pleasure  of  attempting  a  shorl  biogra- 
phical sketch  is  one  of  the  many  to  woo  the  licklc 
goddess  of  fortune  before  the  bench  and  bar.  Nor 
ih  es  he  aspire  without  cause,  for  nature  has  gifted 
him  generously  with  those  qualities  that  make 
themselves  fell  in  the  legal  profession.  He  has 
much  of  the  mesmeric  power  that,  in  pleading  a 
case,  c:ni  make  judge  and  jui  \  see  the  case  from 
his  own  standpoint. 

Mr.  Kearney  is  a  product  of  tlii>  state  having 
been  horn  in  Washtenaw  County  in  the  town  of 
Northfield,  December  24,  1862,  the  place  of  bis 
nativity  being  his  father's  farm,  lie  i-  the  eldest 
of  three  children  born  to  his  parents  Thomas  and 
<  atherine  (Duffy)  Kearney,  both  of  whom  are  nat- 
ives of  Ireland,  coming  to  the  United  States  when 
young  after  which  they  met  and  married  and  latet 
settled  in   Northfield     Township. 

Our  subject's  father  still  lives  on  the  farm  he 
purchased  <>n  coming  to  the  county.  Here  he 
carries  on  general  farming  and  has  been  fairh  mic- 
cessful  in  his  calling  in  life.  The  mother  died  in 
March.  1880.  She  was  a  lifelong  and  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  ( 'hurch,  and  a  consistent  <  lui>- 
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tian.  Thomas  Kearney  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  the  rudiments  of  liis  education  were 
acquired  in  the  district  schools  in  the  vicinity  of 
Ids  home.  He  afterward  became  a  studenl  in  the 
High  School  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  after  finishing  his 
course  there  became  a  teacher  devoting  himself  to 
thai  for  two  years. 

1  [aving  conceived  th'e  idea  of  becoming  a  lawyer 
our  subject  began  to  bend  every  effort  in  thai 
direction  and  entered  the  law  department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  the  spring  of  1887.  After  finishing  at 
the  University  Mr.  Kearney  entered  the  office  of 
llou.  Charles  II.  Whitman  and  remained  with  him 
until  1891  when  he  opened  up  his  present  office  a1 
the  corner  of  Ann  and  .Main  Streets  over  the  gro- 
cery of  Edward  Duffy.  He  here  devotes  his  entire 
time  to  the  practice  of  his  profession  ami  has  an 
entrance  into  all  the  courts  of  the  state. 

While  a  resident  of  Xorthtield  Township  .Mr. 
Kearney  was  elected  Superintendent  of  the  Town- 
ship Schools.  In  1888  he  was  elected  City  Attor- 
ney of  Ann  Arbor  and  has  filled  that  position 
acceptably  tor  two  terms  and  was  afterward  re- 
elected to  the  same  place.  Our  subject  is  politic- 
ally a  Democrat  and  a  strong  worker  m  the  ranks 
of  his  party. 


♦^S|= 


<>IIN  HEINZMANN.  From  early  historical 
days  when  Northern  Italy  was  the  Mecca  of 
merchants  and  "lien  by  internicine troubles 

and  Ionian  wars  were  scattered  the  gold- 
smitlis.  workers  in  steel,  leather  merchants  and 
dealers  in  oriental  stuffs  to  tin  four  wir.ds,  Ger- 
many lias  been  at  the  head  of  commercial  life.  No 
other  merchants  show  such  great  energy  and  such 
foresight  as  do  they.  Those  that  have  become 
citizens  of  the  1  uited  state-  have  brought  with 
them  their  strength  in  this  direction  and  to  them 
America  is  indebted  in  a  greal  degree  for  being  so 
widely  known  as  one  of  the  greatest  marts  of  the 
n  i  >rld. 

Although  located  in  an   inland    town    the   trade 


of  the  gentleman  whose    name   is  at    the    head    of 

this  sketch  has  g -   beyond   local    limits,  and    he 

with    his    partner,    is    a    large    dealer    in    flour, 

grain,  wool,    leather    and     hide-.      Their     house     in 

Ann  Arbor  is  located  al  No.  9  W.  Washington 
Street,  the  firm  being  known  as  that  of  Heinzmann 
iv  Laubengayer.  Our  subject  was  horn  in  Col- 
umbiana County,  Ohio.  September  5,  1847.     He  is  a 

son  of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Duttenhofer)  Ih-iii/- 
inann.  both  of  whom  were  horn  in  Wittenberg, 
Germany.  They  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1826,  locating  first  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
thence  they  removed  to  Columbiana  County, 
Ohio,  settling  in  the  town  of  Columbiana,  where 
the  father  was  engaged  in  the  tanning  business. 
In  1  85  I  our  sill deit  's  parents  removed  with  llieii 
family  to  Ann  Arbor,  where  both  father  and  mother 
still  reside.  Their  family  comprises  six  children 
four  sons  and  two  daughters.  ( )f  these  our  Subjecl 
is  the  eldest     His  school  days   were  passed  in  the 

city  scl Is  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  on    leaving  these 

excellent  educational  center-  lie  took  a  course  in 
the  business  college  of  this  city,  lie  then  began 
working  in  a  tannery  in  partnership  with  his  fat  her, 
under  the  firm  name  of  .1.  Heinzmann  A-  Son. 
They  continued  in   business  together    from    I860 

until  1888,  when  our  subject's  father  retired  from 
the  linn  and  the  works  were  -hut  down.  Three 
years  later  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Jacob 
Laubengayer  and  for  the  past  seven  years  this 
gentleman  and  our  subject  have  handled  in  a  very 
extensive  manner  the  article-  above  named. 
They  have  engaged  extensively  in  the  leather 
business.  In  1**7  our  subject  buill  an  elevator  on 
the  track  of  the  Toledo  a  Ann  Arbor  Railroad. 
'The  capacity  of  this  elevator  i-  ten  thousand 
bushels.  'Thi-  linn  handle-  all  sorts  of  grain. 
Their  storeroom  is^lxSli  feet  in  dimensions  and 
three    stories  in   height.       Ail    of    this  i-  used   in   tin 

business. 

Mr.  Heinzmann  ha-  been  twice  married.  Ili- 
Hrst  union  was  with  Mis-  Barbara  Weimer,  their 
marriage  taking  place  in  1*77.     'The   lady    was  a 

daughter    of    Michael     Weimer   and    died    ill     1881. 

she  left  one  i  hild,  a  -on.  whose  name  i-  .1.  Kugene. 
Pour  years  Inter,  February  •'.  1 88o,  he  was  united 
in marriasjc  with  Helen  Weimer,  :i  sister  of  his  first 
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wife.  T 1 1 i >  union  has  been  most  happy,  Mrs. 
Heinzmann  making  a  pleasant  home  for  her  hus- 
band. Politically  he  of  whom  we  write  is  a  Re- 
publican. He  lias  served  as  Alderman  from  the 
Second  Ward  for  four  years.  Our  subjecl  owns  a 
pleasant  home  at    No.   9   \Y.   Washington    Street. 


AIT  PECK.  Among  the  venerable  resi- 
dents   of  Sharon    Township  there   is   not 

\y\P      one    wn0    's    ' 'e    warmly    beloved    and 

more  truly  honored  by  his  neighbors  than  he 
whose  name  we  have  just  given,  and  whose  por- 
trait we  present  on  the  opposite  page.  His  long 
life  of  industry  and  usefulness  and  his  record  for 
integrity  and  truehearted  faithfulness  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life  have  given  him  a  hold  upon  the 
community  which  all  might  well  desire  to  share. 

•  iideon  Peck,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  horn 
near  Waterbury  River,  Litchfield  County.  Conn., 
in  1793,  and  there  carried  on  farming,  lie  served 
as  a  soldier  during  the  last  three  years  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  ami  was  stationed  at  Horse- 
neck  Bend.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  received 
his  pay  in  Continental  money,  of  which  he  paid 
out  $800  for  a  yoke  of  oxen.  His  good  wife, 
Sybil  Bristol,  was  a  daughter  of  Aaron  Bristol,  of 
Connecticut,  who  sold  his  farm  in  that  State  and 
bought  one  in  Vermont,  lie  had  two  sons  who 
fought  in  tin'  battle  of  Plattsburg  during  the  War 
of  1812.  This  daughter  was  horn  in  17(17.  anil 
married  Mr.  Peck  in  17x7. 

The  first  home  of  the  parents  of  our  subject 
was  in  the  township  of  Cornwell.  Litchfield 
Countty,  Conn.,  from  which  they  moved  after  a 
few  years  to  the  township  of  Sharon  in  the  same 
county,  where  Mr.  Peck  died,  March  20.  1825,  leav- 
ing his  widow  to  survive  him  until  .lime  111.  1840. 
Of  their  five  sons  and  three  daughters  our  subjecl 
is  now  the  only  survivor.  His  early  associations 
are  tenderly  connected  with  this  beloved  mother, 
who  used  l.i  lead   him  by  I1"'  hand   into  the  groves 

to  listen  to  the  preachers  of  the  early  Methodist 
Church.     He  remembers  also  a  visit  to   hi-   grand- 


parents when  he  was  live  year-    old,  during    which 

visit  he  distinctly  heard  the  firing  of  cannon  at  the 
battle  of  Plattsburg. 

Wait     Peek    was    horn    October     12.    1807,  on  a 

farm     in     Sharon.  Conn.,  and     this    was    hi-    I 

until  he  was  sixteen  years  old  win  n  he  went  away 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  mason.  lie  served  for 
four  years  al  that  trade,  and  then  worked  for  two 
year-  in  New  York  City,  after  whieeh  he  returned 
to  the  country.  In  1831  he  came  to  Michigan  hv 
way  of  Erie  Canal  and  the  lake,  and  on  the  firsl 
strip  of  railroad  in  America, running  from  Schenee- 
tad'  to  Albany,  the  ears  being  then  drawn  bv 
horses.  During  the  fall  of  that  year  he  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  from  the 
Government,  the  patent  of  which  hear-  the  signa- 
nature  of  Andrew  Jackson.  Not  a  Stick  had  been 
cut     upon     this    place,  nor    any    vestige    could     he 

found  of  civilization,  and  although  the  young 
adventurer  heard  of  two  or  time  settlers  in  the 
township,  he  did  not  see  them  until  after  his  sec- 
ond coming  to  Michigan  from  Connecticut. 

Our  subjecl  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Ilarriet  Mills.  January  in.  is.".:'.,  and  the  same 
year  he  returned  with  hi-  wife  to  Michigan,  reach 
ing  his  unbroken  farm  by  wagon  and  ox-team 
from  Detroit.  A  neighbor.  Col.  -I.  II.  Fellows,  was 
just  rolling  up  Iocs  for  hi-  house,  and  Mr.  I'eck 
helping  him  finish  it.  then  had  the  privilege  of 
liviug  in  the  primitive  home  for  a  short  time. 
During  that  period  he  engaged  men  to  put  up  a 
.-mall  frame  house  (the  first  one  in  the  township) 
with  the  comfortable  though  not  magnificent  di- 
mensions of  18x22  feel.  His  eldest  SOU,  Virgil, 
was  the  first  male  white  child  horn  in  Sharon 
Township.       Ill     those     days    there    were    plenty  of 

Indians  ahout.  . •illicit  ilny  were  perfectly  peaceful 
nnd  friendly,  while  the  wolves,  hear-  and  deer 
were   equally   neighborly,  though    perhaps    not  as 

implicitly  trusted   for    friendliness.      The    land    was 

burr  oak  openings,  and  Mr.  Peck  at  once  se1  to 
work  to  clear  away  timber.  Uthougll  he  came 
here  quite  empty-handed,  he  had  rugged  health, 
which  in  those  days  might  he  counted  tne  greati  -t 

riches  nf    a   fanner. 

Mrs.  Peck  was  horn  in  Connecticut  in  1810,  and 
died  April  23,  1854.     Of  her  seven   children   four 
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.■lie  now  living,  namely:  Virgil  R.,  born  March  8, 
is:;  |.  anil  married  to  <  hristinn  Robison;  C.  Elea- 
thea,  born  Augusl  15,  1836,  now  Ihe  wife  of  Am- 
brose V.  Robison,  of  Ann  Arbor;  Harriet  A.,  hum 
Augusl  '.i.  1842,  now  Mrs.  A.  J.  Robison,  of  Man- 
chester; Sybil,  born  January  ■>.  1850,  wife  of 
Prank  ( ».  Boardman,  of  Adrian,  who  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  War.  ami  is  new  a  pensioner  of  the 
I  nited  States  Government.  A  pleasant  circle  of 
grandchildren  also  gathers  about  our  subject: 
Clarence  Peck  is  the  son  of  Virgil,  who  lives 
at  Grass  Lake;  James  and  Nettie  arc  the  chil- 
dren  of  Eleathea;    and   Harriet   has  four  children. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Peck  took  place 
October  7,  1856,  and  his  wife  bore  the  name  of 
Mrs.  Lucinda  North,  nee  Webster,  she  isadaugh- 
ter  of  <  >range  and  Diana  (Catlin)  Webster,  of  Con- 
necticut, and  was  horn  February  10,  1819,  in  that 
State,  and  there  married  Daniel  li.  North.  She 
came  to  Michigan  in  1838,  settling  in  Oakland 
County,  and  later  removed  to  Freedom  Township, 
this  county,  where  her  husband  died  in  1853.  <  >f 
her  seven  children  by  that  marriage  three  are 
now  living  and  three  of  her  sons  were  in  the  Civil 
War. 

The  war  record  of  Mrs.  Peck's  sons  is  of  inter- 
est. Granville  F.  North,  of  Owosso,  passed 
through  his  period  of  service  with  the  loss  of  two 
fingers,  both  on  the  same  hand,  although  lost  in 
different  engagements;  at  Fredericksburg  he  re- 
ceived "a  severe  wound  in  the  hips.  Arthur  E. 
North  was  also  ciippled  hy  the  loss  of  a  finger 
and  James  M.  North,  who  is  now  deceased, escaped 
without  a  >iar.  but  suffered  the  loss  Of  hi~  health. 
Miss  Helen  North,  the  surviving  daughter,  is  now 
the  wife  of  (Jeorge  smallcy.  and  lives  in  Jackson 
County.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Peck  was  a  farmer 
and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  before  com- 
ing to  Michigan  in  1837,  when  he  settled  at  Grove- 
land,  be  had  lived  for  awhile  in  lister  County. 
N.  Y.  lie  and  his  good  wife  were  the  parents  of 
in,  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living.  They 
both  died  in   New    York. 

By  the  present  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  are 
the  parents  of  one  child  Flora  May.  horn  No- 
vember l.  I860,  now  the  wife  of  Wallace  I'..  North, 
of    KalamaZOO.  and  the    mother   of   three    children. 


The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  the  religious 
iiod\  with  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  are  closeh 
identified.  He  has  been  a  Class-Leader  for  forty 
years,   and    ever     active     in     church     work,    being 

Sunday-scl I    Superintendent    for   several  years, 

but  he  now  feels  that  advancing  years  preclude 
him  from  this  privilege.  He  has  always  taken  a 
lively  interest  in  politics,  and  has  ever  been  on  the 
side  Of  liberty  and  temperance.  His  political 
affiliations  were    tirst    with    the    Whig   party,  and 

later    with    the     Republican     party,  and    for    si ! 

time  he  filled  the  office  of  Overseer  of  Highwaj's. 
lie  is  now  eighty-four  years  of  age,  and  has  lived 
upon  this  farm  for  fifty-cighl  years  past,  and  it  is 
universally  conceded  that  he  has  not  an  enemy  in 
the  world. 


>  [RVING  YK(  KI.I'.Y.  the  former  popular 
and  efficient  Supervisor  of  Ypsilanti  Town- 
ship. Washtenaw  County,  i-  a  native  ol 
Ontario  County.  N.  Y..  ami  was  horn  Ma\  5,  1833. 
lie  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  Gertrude  (Snyder) 
Yeckley.  the  father  being  of  New  York  and  the 
mother  of  New  Jersey  birth,  and  the  ancestry  on 
both  sides  being  *  lerman. 

This  gentleman,  who  is  the  second  son  in  hi* 
father's  family,  was  seventeen  years  old  when  he 
migrated  to  Michigan  and  came  to  Washtenaw 
County  in  1850.  His  education  was  acquired  in 
the  common  and  select  schools  ol"  his  native  county 
and  was  thorough  and  systematic,  giving  him  an 
exceilenl  groundingfor  life's  work  and  knowledge. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  began  learning  the  har- 
ness-maker's trade  and  for  two  years  served  an 
apprenticeship,  and  afterward  followed  the  trade 
in  Michigan  until  1865. 

In  February,  1878,  our  subject  contracted  a 
matrimonial  alliance  with  Mi's.  Nancj  E.Gilbert, 
a  daughter  of  John  White,  a  Scotchman  by  birth. 
By  this  union  there  arc  three  children,  namely: 
\dam  I...  Irvena  M.  and  Mar\  M.  !t  was  about 
the  year   1854  when  Adam  Yecklej  settled  on  tin' 
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farm  where  he  now  lives  and  Irving  Yeckley  has 
made  hi-  home  here  permanently  since  lK(>:i.  His 
wife,  who  has  been  a  faithful  helpmate  and  coun- 
selor departed  this  life  May  2.">.  1890,  leaving  be- 
hind her  many  friends  to  mourn  her  irreparable  loss. 

Mr.  Yeekley  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  his  polit- 
ical views,  and  he  has  served  fourteen  years  as 
Supervisor  with  decided  benefit  to  the  township. 
His  services  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  have  extended 
over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  On  two  occasions  he 
received  the  nomination  for  Sheriff  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  but  was  defeated  because  Washtenaw 
County  is  solidly  Democratic  in  politics.  His  fine 
farm  has  been  brought  to  its  present  prosperous 
and  prolific  condition  by  his  own  hand,  and  his 
prosperity  is  undoubtedly  due'  to  his  own  enter- 
prise and  industry. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  identified  with  the  An- 
cient Free  and  Accepted  .Masons  at  Ypsilanti  and 
also  with  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  takes  an  active 
interest  in  local  and  county  politics  and  is  well- 
known  in  his  township  and  county,  and  although 
noi  a  church  member  he  contributes  liberally  to- 
ward the  cause  of  religion.  He  isa  man  of  marked 
intelligence  and  broad  information  on  political 
and  other  leading  topics  of  the  day,  and  his  integ- 
rity and  reliability  give  him  the  confidence  of  the 
communif  v. 


'"  OILS  (..  HUEHLisn  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
tion 17,  Freedom  Township.  His  father 
was  .John  Huehl.a  nalive  of  Prussia,  where 
'  he  was  born  in  1813,  and  was  there  employed 
as  a  farmer.  Our  subject's  mother  was  Adelaide 
(DreSSelhaus)  Hnehl,  a  native  of  Prussia  and  horn 
in  L803.  They  were  married  in  the  old  country 
and  emigrating  to  America  in  1837,  proceeded  at 
once  to  Michigan  and  remained  in  Freedom  Town- 
ship for  a  short,  time.  Thence  they  went  to  Lima 
Township,  where,  however,  they  remained  hut  a 
short  time  and  finally  located  permanently  upon 
section   17.  in  Freedom  Township. 

At  the  time  our  subject's  parents  came   to    this 


locality  there  were  no  improvements  upon  the 
place  upon  which  they  located,  it  being  entirely  tim- 
ber land.  John  Iluehl.  Sr.  was  a  poor  man  who 
lacked  even  the  means   to    pay   his    passage  across 

th -ean.     On  reaching  tlii-  place,  however,  he  at 

once  began  making  a  home  for  the  future.  Him 
erecting  a  log  house  and  then  began  to  clear 
the    land;     he   afterward   bought   forty    acres    on 

section  111.  which  lie  improved  ami  -old.  Inter 
buying  land  that  adjoined  his  [arm.  The  first 
barn,  in  which  he  stored  the  products  of  his 
farm  and  housed  his  animals,  was  of  logs  and  later 
he  erected  the  present  frame  barn  and  also  remod- 
eled the  old  log  house.  He  cleared  off  the  thirty 
acres  of  land  on  this  farm,  prior  to  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1882.  His  wife  died  in  1861.  Tliev 
w-fiv  the  parentsof  four  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject is  the  only  survivor. 

In  an  early  day  Mr.  Iluehl,  Sr.  with  a  few- 
others  made  a  t  rip  from  here  to  Chicago,  111.  on 
foot,  the  journey  taking  seven  days.  Thej  went 
to  look  for  work  and  at  nights  slept  in  fields  and 
barns.  They  worked  on  the  canal  in  the  West- 
ern metropolis  and  received  11    per  day    for   their 

labor,  the  cost    of    the   entire    trip    being    to     them 

fifty  cents.  Tin-  first  few  years  here  were  years  of 
hard  struggle  and  Mr.  Iluehl  was  a  hard-working 
man.  He  not  infrequently  walked  into  Ann  Ar- 
bor to  sell   butter.  CggS,  etc. 

John  G.  Iluehl  was  born  .January  12.  I  s : J 7 .  in 
Prussia  and  was  an    infant    when     brought    by    his 

parents  to  Michigan.     In  his  hoyl d  he  attended 

school  in  this  district,  lie  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  remained  at  home  until  the  death  of  bis  lather. 
In  1856  he  was  married  to  Adelaide  Schlicht,a  na- 
tive of  Prussia,  who  was  born  in  1836, and  came  to 

America  in  1855.  Our  Subject  and  hi-  wife  are  the 
parents  of  six    children,    a-     follow-:    John     Henry, 

Lydia,  Mary  Ann,  Bernhard,  John  !•'.  and  Clara. 
Lydia  is  the  wile  of  llem\  Veogeding  and  lives  in 
Freedom  Township.       Mr.  Iluehl    i>    the    owner    of 

one  hundril  and  ninety-five  acres  of  land  ami    has 

one  hundred  and  fifteen  acre-  under  the  plow,    lb' 

here  carries  on  general  farming  and  ha- a  line  lot 
of  graded  stock. 

Mr.  1  Iuclil.  w  ith  his  family,  is  a  member  of  tic 
Evangelical  Associati if  Freedom,     He  is  an 
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Iid]  ici  in  the  same,  also  a  Trustee,  being  very  active 
in  the  Sunday-school  in  which  he  presides  over 
.■i  Bible  class.  He  has  been  for  some  time  Superin- 
tended of  the  Sunday  school,  lie  has  Itch  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  from  district  Nok2.  In 
politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  dating  his  ad- 
herence to  the  party  since  the  beginning  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  second  term  of  office. 


* 


ROUGE  C.  SMITHE.  The  energy  and  per- 
severance "I  a  man's  character  have  no- 
where .-i  better  field  for  manifestation  than 
in  journalism,  and  from  a  small  beginning  often 
grows  a  paper  of  importance.  The  Ypsilanlian,  a 
seven-column  quarto  paper,  was  established  in 
1880  by  -M.T.  Woodruff , and  was  purchased  by  our 
subject  in  1885,  who  two  years  later  formed  a 
partnership  with  William   M.  Osband. 

Soon  after  taking  charge  of  the  paper,  Mr. 
Smithe  was  able  to  increase  the  capacity  of  his 
office  and  improve  his  paper,  and  each  year  found 
him  <>iie  rung  higher  on  the  ladder  of  success.  He 
now  has  a  pleasant  office,  lilted  out  with  fine 
presses  and  gas  engine  and  with  splendid  facilities 
for  job  printing.  The  Ypsilantian  enjoys  a  wide 
circulation,  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple as  only  a  live  paper  can.  Mr.  Smithe  is  deeplj 
interested  in  his  chosen  avocation,  and  manifests 
great  energj  in  carrying  on  the  paper  so  as  to  se- 
cure the  greatest  influence  and  best  represent  the 
citizens.  Being  the  onlj  Republican  paper  in  the 
city,  it  is  the  organ  of  that    party  and  not   only  is 

influential    a Lg    those    whose    political    opinions 

are  identical  with  its  own.  hut  also  commands  the 
respect  Of  political  opponent-. 

A  native  of  Onondaga  County.  N.  V..  Mr.  Smithe 
was  bora  July  2*.  1838,  and  is  theson  of  L.  P.  and 
Clarissa  (Horton)  Smithe,  the  former  being  a 
farmer  who  resided  in  that  State  until  his  death. 
( lur  subject  received  his  education    in    the   public 

scl 1-  of  the  Empire  State  and   at  an    early    age 

went    into  the    printing   office    of   the   Cazenovia 
Republican,  where  he   learned    the  printer's   trade 


and  became  familiar  with  the  mechanical  pari  of 
the  business.  At  the  age  of  twenty  year-  In  came 
Michigan, locating  Brst    in  Coldwater  and    going 

thence  In   Yp-ilanti.  where  he  worked  at    his    trade. 

When  the  war   hrok it  he  was   in  Detroit  on  the 

staff  of  the  Free  Press,  but  fired    with  patriotic  de- 
votion he  enlisted  in  the  defense  of  his  country  in 
.May.   1861. 
Company   II.  Thirty-fifth  New  York  Infantry,  to 

which   Mr.    Smithe    belonged,  was     incorporated  iii 

the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Our  subject  was  with 
his  regiment  in  various  engagements  in   which   ii 

participated,    and    near    the    close    of    his  term   was 

promoted  from  the  ranks  to  be  Regimental  (  ominis- 
sary.     Returning  to  Detroit   after  being    stered 

out  he  resumed  hi-  occupation  a-  a  printer,  and 
SOOn  received  an  editorial  appointment  on  the 
Iiica  Telegraph,  afteward  on  the  Syracuse  Journal. 
From  there  In'  went  to  Cambridge,  111.,  and  en- 
gaged as  publisher,  at  which  place  he  remained 
until  1884,  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  editorial 
management  of  the  Davenport  Gazette.  Asabovc 
mentioned  he  came  to  Ypsilanti  in  1885,  and  has 
since  been  closelj  connected  with  the  progress  of 
this  county. 

Soon  after  locating  in  Ypsilanti  .Mr.  Smithe  was 
bereaved  by  the  death  of  his  wife,  formerly  Miss 
Josephine  C.  Combs,  of  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.  The 
daughter  born  of  tin-  union.  Clara  Louise,  is  now 
a  teacher  in  Oberlin  College.  On  May  1.  1890, 
Mr.  Smithe  ua-  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Stella 
YVyatt,  of  Ypsilanti.  Both  Mr.  and  Mr.  Smithe 
hold  membership  in  the  (  ongregational  Church. 


-mm  ::  mm ■ 


CAl'T.  \1.1-'K1.I>  A.  VAN  CLEVE.  Ai ig 
the 'inan\  prominent  Eastern  families  who, 
an  earl;j  da\  migrated  Westward  with  a 
view  to  bettering  their  fortunes,  was  the  Van 
Cleve  family,  an  honored  representative  of  whom 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  residing  in  Ypsi- 
lanti. John  W.  \  an  Cleve,  his  father,  was  born  in 
Princeton,  N.  J.,  he  for  a  time  being  a  leading 
merchant    in    N<-«    York    (  in.   but    removed    to 
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Michigan  in  1836,  first  locating  in  Flat  Rock, 
where  he  remained  for  one  year,  whence,  in 
l«:is.  he  came  to  Ypsilanti.  Here  he  entered 
largely  in  the  mercantile  business,  being  one  of 
the  tirst  merchants  of  this  place,  at  the  same  time 
conducting  a  rlourmill  and  having  charge  of  the 
well-known  Huron  Mills.  There  was  no  bound  to 
his  enterprise  for  at  this  time  lie  was  also  running 
a  farm  of  several  hundred  acres  adjacent  to.Ypsi- 
lanti.  lie  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  raising 
of  line  stock  and  was  the  original  introducer  of 
Durham  stock  in  this  part  of  the  country.  He 
also  dealt  quite  extensively  in  sheep.  In  1857  he 
and  Cornelius  Cornwell  built  the  tirst  paper  mill 
in  Ypsilanti,  which  was  situated  where  the  water 
works  now  stand.  He  conducted  this  paper  mill 
until  1864  when  he  sold  out  to  his  partner,  Mr. 
Cornwell.  He  soon  gave  up  merchandising,  de- 
voting his  lime  to  his  many  other  interests,  tine 
of  the  additions  to  Ypsilanti  was  laid  out  by  him 
and  he  was  largely  identified  with  the  interests  of 
this  enterprising  city,  where  he  died  in  1881,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  his  death  being  regret- 
ted by  all.  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  which  he  held  the  office  of  Vestryman. 
In  polities  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  afterward  a  Re- 
publican. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject.  Dr.  John  Vail 
Cleve.  was  horn  in  the  East  and  for  some  time  was 
a  prominent  physician  and  surgeon  at  Princeton, 
N.J.  He  traced  his  ancestry  hack  to  Holland. 
The  mother  of  him  of  whom  we  write  bore  the 
name  in  her  maiden  days  of  Julia  A.  Hunter,  and 
was  born  in  New  York  City.  She  was  the  grand- 
daughter of  William  Hunter,  who  was  horn  in 
Alexandria,  Va.,  afterward  locating  in  New  York 
City.  His  trade  was  that  of  a  baker  for  ship  sup- 
plies. He  was  a  noble  patriot,  serving  in  the  War 
of  1812  against  the  mother  country.  He  served 
in  that  war  as  Colonel  of  the  Thirteenth  New 
York  Regiment.  His  parents  originally  came 
from  Scotland.  Mrs.  Julia  Van  Cleve  died  in  the 
year  1*711. 

The   parents  of  our  subject     had  horn   unto  them 

seven  children  who  are  named   as    follows:     Will 
iam  II..  who  died    in     1880,  at     Ypsilanti.   and  was 
Secretary  of  the  Peninsula    Paper  Company:  Man 


L..  now  Mrs.  Parrotl  of  Dayton,  Ohio;  Alfred  A.. 
John  W.,  the  present  Secretary  •>!'  the  Paper  Com- 
pany; Julia,  who  is  ii"«  Mi's.  MeKnistry  of  Ypsi- 
lanti; Charles  E.  resides  in  Chicago  and  is  in  busi- 
tiess  there;  and  Frank  II..  who  resides  in  Escanaba, 

where    he    is    the    land    agent     tor     the    Chicago    & 

Northwestern  Railroad.  The  youngest,  J.  W.,was 
in  the  United  States  Na\  \  and  later  became  pay- 
master on  the  Mississippi  Squadron  on  the"Aven- 
gcr." 

Our  subjeel  was  born  January  7.  1840,  al  Ypsi- 
lanti. He  had  the  best  educational  advantages  ol 
the  day.  attending  the  seminary  and  the  Normal 
Si  hool.  until  he  was  seventeen  year-  of  age,  when 
lie  went  into  the  mill  with  his  father,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry,  lie  was  mus- 
tered  in   at   Jackson    a-    Sec I    Lieutenant    and 

served  hi-  companj  in  the  battles  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Vicksburg,  Jackson,  (Mi--. ).  the  Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania,  North  Ann.  (  old  Harbor,  and  was 
also  pre-ent  and  fought  al  the  siege  of  Petersburg. 
In  December,  1862,  our  subject  was  promoted  to  a 
First  Lieutenancy,  receiving  a  further  promotion 
as  Captain  in  November,  1863,  which  rank  he  held 
till  February.  1865,  when  he  resigned. 

After  the  return  of  Capt.  Van  Cleve  to  the  life 
a  civilian,  he  entered  tin'  wholesale  paper  ware- 
house of  W.  II.  Van  Cleve  &  Co.,  of  Detroit,  a-  one 
of  the  firm,  selling  out  his    interests  there  in   1867, 

when  he  returned  to  Ypsilanti,  working  :e  more 

in  connection  with  his  father  in  the  mill.  There 
he  remained  for  eight  year-  ami  in  l*7.">  entered 
the  office  of  the  General  Passenger  Departments 
the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  at  Chicago.  This  po- 
sition he  held  lor  twelve  year-  and  again  returned 
here  iii  1887.  Capt.  Van  Cleve  was  married  in 
Buffalo  to  Miss  Kate  Stevenson,  "ho  was  born  and 
reared  in  Buffalo.  Thc\  have  been  blessed  with 
five  children,  two  of  whom  are  living,  Kate  and 
Julia  A.  Capt.  Van  Cleve  i-  a  Knight  Templar, 
.■in,l  i-  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
which  he  i.-  a  Vestryman.     In  politics  he  is  a  I  »em- 

ot  rat. 

Capt.  Van  Cleve  is  still  with  the  Peninsula  Paper 
Company,  which  was  incorporated   in  I  Ml 7.  with  a 

capital  Stock    Of    150,000.      The     first     paper  man,,- 
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faclured  from  1 1 1 i ~  plant  was  September  1.  1  «<>«. 
Lambert  A.  Brown,  the  first  President  and  .1.  VV. 
Van  C'leve,  the  Secretary,  held  these  offices  until 
•ii.. mi  the  time  of  their  death.  The  stock  of  the 
company  was  afterward  increased  to  $1(^0.000. 
I'll.-  south  mill  was  built  in  1867  and  the  north 
mill  in  1873.  These  mills  are  located  on  the  East 
side  of  the  Huron  River  on  the  corporation  line, 
the  propei  ty  incuding  about  twenty  acres  of  land. 
'I'lir  Peninsula  Mill  does  a  very  extensive  business 
having  a  capai  ii\  of  some  nine  tons  a  day.  It  is 
invested  with  nil  the  modern  improvements  and  is 
the  second  largesl  mill  in  the  .State.  The  company 
employ  about  one  hundred  hands  in  :ill  and  keep 
[.he  mills  running  nighl  and  da}  with  steam  and 
water  power.  They  turn  out  a  very  fine  quality 
of  paper,  white  and  colored,  also  a  medium  grade. 
The  mill  property  including  store  houses,  is  located 
on  the  main  line  of  the  Michigan  <  entral  Railroad, 
with  side  tracks  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the 
station.  The  present  official  hoard  of  the  Penins- 
ula Paper  Company  is  the  President  and  Treasurer, 
I).  I..  Quirk;  Vice-President,  Philo  Ferrin,  and  the 
Secretan  ,  J.  W.  Van  ( ileve,  Jr. 


AMES  P.  WOOD,  of  the  firm  of  Wood  & 
Babcock,  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
merchants  in  Chelsea.  His  house  deals  in 
wheat.  oats,  com,  wool  and  all  kindsof  pro- 
duce. He  is  a  native  "Michigander"  and  was  horn 
in  Livingston  County  in  1836.  His  parents.  Ira 
and  .lane  (l'ullen)  Wood,  natives  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.  and  tit'  Maine,  respectively,  came  to 
Michigan  in  the  early  Territorial  days. 

The  father  came  here  in  1823,  jusl  after  reaching 
his  majority  and  was  married  three  years  later,  the 
lady  whom  he  made  hi-  wife  having  come  here  the 
year  previous  to  his  migration,  lie  first  worked 
for  (apt.  Ward  of  Detroit  and  afterward  settled 
<m  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river   near  Dixboro  in   thi> 


county,  and  he  attended  the   first    Fourth   of  Jul} 

celebration  which  was  had  in  this  count}   in    l*"JI. 

The  marriage  of  this  couple   took   place  in    Ann 

Arbor  and  they  remained  on  their  farm  until  1836, 

and   then  sold  and  took   up  -i\   hundred    and    forty 

acres  of  land,  which  the}  took  from  the  Covem 
u lent,  near  Stockbridge  i'l  Ingham  (  ounty.  There 
the  father  lived  until  1853  when  he  sold  the  farm 
and  moved  into  the  village  of  Stockbridge.  In 
1h7(i  he  came  to  make  his  home  with  our  subject, 
as  he  had  been  bereaved  of  his  wife  in  l  si  7  and 
here  he  lived  a  retired  life  until  hi>  death  in  1883 
being  then  eighty-one  years  of  age.  He  was  a  man 
of  prominence  and  was  known  far  and  wide,  hav- 
ing held  every  office  except  Supen  isor  in  the  gift 
of  the  township.  In  his  earl}  life  he  was  a  W  liiu 
and  later  a  Republican  and  both  he  and  his  good 
wife  were  earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
James  Wood  and  his  good  wife  \\a>  Clarissa  Hurd. 
Both  of  them  were  natives  of  New  York  and  fol- 
lowed farming.  They  came  to  Michigan  in  1829 
and  settled  in  Lima  Township,  this  county,  where 
they  engaged  in  farming  and  in  the  later  year-   of 

their  life  made  their  home  with   the  -on.  Ira.     The} 

brougb.1  up  their  eleven  children  in  the  Christian 
faith  and  practice,  and  were  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Two  of  that  large 
number  are  no-n  living,  Almira  (.Mrs.  Kale)  and 
Clarissa  (Mrs.  Manly),  lie  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812  and  his  father  fought  through  seven 
years  Of  the  Revolutionary  struggle.  This  record 
of  patriotism  and  military  achievement   doe-  not 

Stop  here  as  Ira  Wood  was  in  the  regiment  which 
went  from  Washtenaw  County  to  take  part  in  the 
Toledo  War  and  hi>  son. our  subject,  fought  in  the 
Civil  War.      (  hi  the  paternal  side  the    famih    i-    ol 

English  lineage  and    on    the    mother's    side    fr 

Scotland. 

James  and  Jane  (Harvey)  l'ullen.  the  maternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  werenativesof  Maine 
who  came  to  Michigan  in  1829  and  settled  in  Liv- 
ingston (ounty.  Mr.  l'ullen  was  a  farmer  and  fol- 
lowed that  avocation  through  life,  spending  his 
last  days  at  Pinckney,  while  his  wife  died  at  Fow- 
lerville.     Four  of  their  seven  children  are  now  liv- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL    ALB1   M 


ing:  Levi,  aged  eighty-three  years  living  at  Fow- 
lerville;  Julia,  now  Mrs.  Brooks  of  Albion,  aged 
seventy-seven;  Sarah  A.,  Mrs.  Cogshell, sixty-seven 
years  old  and  James  now  fifty-eight,  living  in 
Montana.  The  father  was  a  Whig  in  hi-  political 
views  and  a  soldier  in  the  "War  of  1812.  His  de- 
scent is  from  Scottish  stock  and  his  religious  belief 
with  that  of  his  wife  was  in  sympathy  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

A  common-school  education  and  farm  training 
were  the  portion  of  this  youth  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  sixteen,  after  which  he  came  to  Chelsea  in 
1 H ;"> 2  and  here  learned  wagon  making,  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  five  years.  At  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  shop  where 
he  had  worked  and  there  remained  until  1862  when 
lie  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Michigan  Infan- 
try as  a  musician  and  later  on  had  the  position  of 
second  leader,  continuing  in  the  service  tor  about 
three  years.  About  eighteen  months  after  the 
formation  of  this  regiment  it  was  disbanded  and 
the  musicians  were  merged  into  the  Iron  Brigade 
band. 

After' the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  Mr. 
Wood  returned  to  Chelsea  where  he  carried  on  his 
trade  for  three  years  in  connection  with  his  brother, 
Henry  L..  and  then  for  fifteen  years  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  since  which  time  he  has 
been  in  the  line  of  business  in  which  we  now  find 
him.  His  brothers  and  sisters  were  Louisa.  Marcia, 
.Mary  L.  (Mrs.  Bell)  Henry  L.  and  Harvey.  All 
except  Mary  and  Henry  have  passed  to  the  better 
world. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  in  bs.",,s  brought  to 
his  home  a  true  helpmate  in  the  person  of  Sarah  A. 
daughter  of  Alva  and  Phoebe  A.  (Streeter)  Freer. 
A  more  extended  accounl  of  Mrs.  Wood's  family 
will  be  found  under  the  name  of  her  father  else- 
where in  this  Album.  Our  subject  has  had  a  fam- 
ily of  three  sons,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and 
.lames  F.  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  thus 
leaving  them  childless  with  the  exception  of 
their  adopted  daughter — May  E.  The  political 
principles  of  Mr.  Wood  are  in  accordance  with  the 
declarations  of  the  Prohibition  party.  I  [e  has  been 
President  of  tin-  village  and  a  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  for  fifteen  years  served  on  the  School  Board. 


He  has  a  store  building  in  the  village  and  a  fine 
home  on  Harrison  Street,  besides  his  own  place  of 
business  near  the  tracks  of  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad.  He  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  in  every  capacity  is  considered  one  of 
the  prominent  and  influential    citizens  of    (  lielsea. 


^^•M« 
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j\A  [CHAEL  SEKRY.  lie  whose  name  is 
given  above  holds  the  important  position 
as  Registrar  of  Deeds  of  Washtenaw 
County.  He  was  born  in  Killrush,  County 
of  West  Meath.  Ireland,  October  10,  1830,  and  is 
the  son  of  William  and  Ann  ((  rosb^  >  Seery,  who 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  June,  1847. 
They  landed  at  New  York  (  ii\  and  thence  came 
direct  to  Washtenaw  County,  locating  on  a  farm 
ill     Dexter    Township,    where    the    father    devoted 

himself  to  the  business  oi  general  agriculture.  His 
decease  occurred  in   1856.     His   wife  survived  iiim 

for  a  number  of  years  and  passed  awaj    in    1876. 

( )ur  subject  was  one  of  eight  children  and  the 
second  in  order  of  birth,  lie  was  reared  for  the 
most  part  in  Washtenaw  Count  \  .  where  he  pur- 
Sued  his  rudimentary  studies.     Heafterward  was  :i 

student  at     Notre  I  ).• hid.,  anil    remained  there 

lor  two  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  farm 
and  carried  on   the  business  of  t  he  home  place,  also 

during  several  winters  taught  school,     lie  went  to 

Iowa  in    1858  and  taught    school  at     Iowa  City  one 

year.  Then  went  to  Paincourtville,  La.,  where  he 
taught  two- years,  then  returned  North. 

Subsequent  to  his  agricultural  experience  VI r. 
Seery  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  in  the 
village  of  Dexter  and  continued  in  thai  until  1878, 

when  he  entered  the  political  field,  paying  partic- 
ular attention  to  local  and  county  matters.  h, 
1888  he  was  nominated  on  the  Democratic  ticket 
as  candidate  for  Registrar  of  Deeds  and  was  elected 
by  m  handsome  majority.  So  well  did  he  perform 
the  duties    incident    to  this    position  and    SO  ph 

antly  did  he  commend    himself  to  those  who  had 

transfers  of  real  estate  to  make  in  which  his  ser- 
vices   »cre   called   upon,   that    when,   iii    1890,  he 
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again  became  a  nominee  for  the  office  be  received 
:i  mosl  complimentary  vote  and  is  now  serving  his 
second  term. 

Mr.  Seei  \  is  a  firm  believer  in  theadvantages  "I 
the  platform  held  b}  the  Democratic  party.  He  lias 
always  been  a  standi  Democrat,  casting  the  weight 
of  his  influence  and  vote  mosl    unreservedly    with 

thai  part}-.     Mr.   Seer}   lias  a  very  pleasant    I le 

located  on  X.  stair  Street.  His  surroundings  are 
agreeable  and  bis  home  life  thai  of  a  man  who  ap- 
preciates the  good  things  of  this  world.  He  was 
married  in  October,  1857,  to  Miss  RoseAnn  Lavey, 
daughter  of  Patrick  Lavey.  They  have  had  born 
to  them  three  children,  viz:  Mary  ('..  wife  of  M. 
.1.  Cavanaugh;  Alfred  \V.,  and  Rose  A.,  who  are  at 
home.  Mr.  Seery  and  family  are  members  of  the 
( 'atholic  Church. 


^<i'i'«'"i' 


LBERT  !.'.  GRAVES.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  is  above  is  the  popular  and  efficient 
Supervisor  of  Vpsilanti  and  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  Washtenaw  County. 
He  resides  on  a  fine  trad  of  land  on  section  28,  of 
this  township.  He  is  a  native  of  Michigan  and  of 
the  countj  in  which  he  now  resides,  being  here  born 
February  28,  1840.  He  is  a  son  of  Lyman  and 
Olive  (Gorton)  <  ! raves.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts  and  his  mother  of  Xew  York  State. 
His  paternal  grandsire,  Selah  Graves,  held  a  posi- 
tion :i-  tilei  in  the  nin-ieal  corps  in  the  Revolution- 
ary   War. 

Lyman  Graves,  the  father  of  our  subject,  settled 

on  seel 28,  Vpsilanti   Township,  this  County,  in 

1825,  and  was  '>ne  of  the  firsl   to  here  make  a     -<  I 
tlement  and  indeed  one   of  the  earliest  pioneers  to 
come    tn    this    stale.      lie    secured    land    from    the 
Government  and  settled  in  the  midst   of  his   tract 
in  the  forest,  hi-  firsl    dwelling  being   a  log  cabin. 

Like  all  pioneers  he  lieeame  inured  to  a  hard  lite. 
which  tin'    young     men    of    lo-dav    would    not 

think  it  possible  to  endure,  but  his  interest  in  af- 
fairs was  as  keen  as  though  he  had  more  timi  to 
consider  them.     He  was  a    Republican    in    politics 


and  in  early  days  a  Whig.  Before  his  decease, 
which  occurred  several  years  ago,  he  bad  greatl} 
improved    his  farm.     His   wife  survived  him  some 

time.  They  were  the  parents  of  :l  number  of  chil- 
dren of  whom  the  following  still  survive:  John. 
Frederick  A..  Kleanora  M.  and  Albert  R.  The  eldest 
is  an  attorney  and  is  now  the  Deputj  Clerk  of  the 
United  States  Circuit  and  District  Court  of  Michi- 
gan and   resides  at    Detroit.      Frederick    A.  lives  in 

this  county;  Eleanora  M.  is  the  wife  of  the  Rev. 
<>  .1.  Perrin,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at 

Tccuinseh.  this  State. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  like  the  sons 

of  other  pioneers  who  settled  here  in  the  earl}    1 1 i -- 

tor}  of  the  country.  Educational  advantages 
were  necessarily  few  and  crude.  Society  was 
almost  an  unknown  quantity,  and  he  of  whom  we 
write  communed  with  nature  more  than  with  his 
own  kind.  His  physical  strength  was  early  taxed 
by  the  severest  labor  and  his  ax  early  rang  out  in 
the  frosty  air  as  his  tender  muscles  would  allow. 
He  was  reared  a  farmer  and  has  been  true  to  his 
calling  all  his  life.  The  changes  in  agricultural 
method-  have  been  kept  up  with  and  are  interest- 
ing as  showing  the  advance  in  the  calling  a-  a 
siienee.     After  our  subject  had  finished  his  course 

at   the  district  school  he    attended  the  High  School 

at  Vpsilanti  for  two  and  a  half  years  and  subse- 
quently the    Normal    School  in  that    place  for   two 

\  ear-. 

The  original  of  oursketch  had  devoted  himself 
from  the  first  to  general  farming  and  is  an  exten- 
sive stock-raiser.  lie  has  a  special  cause  to  he 
proud  of  bis  tine  grade  of  Durham  cattle  and  he 
also  raises  fine  Poland-China  hogs.  Decembei  L'-'i. 
1863,  our  subject  was  married  to  Mi--  Phebe  M. 
(  ouistock.  who  wa-  horn  August  "21.  1842,  in  this 
county.     She  i- a    daughter  of  Nathan  and    Lydia 

t  -lock,     early     settlers     in      this    county.      Mr. 

Graves    is  a   man  of  importance  and  of  affairs,      lie 

served  for  foui  years  a-  (  lerk  of  Vpsilanti  Town- 
ship and  for  eleven  years  continuously  as   Super- 
visor of  the  same  town-hip.  discharging  the  duties 
.i  bothofflces  with   great  credit  to  himself  and  to 
he  judgment  of  his  constituents  who  had  so  placed 

him.      lie    takes    an    active     interest     in     local     and 

count}  politic- and  i-  now    serving  as  Chairman  of 
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the  Ypsilanti  Township  Republican  Committee, 
having  been  elected  to  that  position  in  the  spring 
of  1891,  for  a  term  of  one  year.  He  is  the  owner 
of  eighty  acres  of  laud  which  bears  the  best  im- 
provements. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Ypsilanti.  and  for 
the  past  three  years  he  lias  served  as  Sunday-school 
Superintendent.  Of  a  progressive  temperament 
and  a  loyal  nature,  everything  that  promises  to  be 
to  the  advantage  of  the  public,  finds  favor  in  his 
eyes.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  members  in 
the  social  life  of  the  community.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Graves  were  pioneers  in  this  county  and  the 
wife  of  our  subject  is  one  of  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren of  whom  the  following  still  survive:  Edgar  M., 
Mrs.  Graves,  Rosetta,  Ella  E.  and  Charles  F.  Rosetta 
is  the  wife  of  George  A.  Hempstreet;  Ella  E.  is  the 
wife  of  Frank  Derbyshire.  Mrs.  Graves  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Epworth  League  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Both  our  subject  and  his  wife  are 
connected  with  the  Ypsilanti  Grange  and  the 
former  has  served  for  several  years  as  Chaplain  in 
the  Grange,  having  rilled  the  office  for  two  years  of 
Master. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  well  in- 
formed on  political  and  general  topics  and  a  prom- 
inent political  factor  not  only  in  the  township  but 
in  the  county.  He  and  his  wife  are  social  leaders 
in  the  community  and  their  fine  home,  which  bears 
every  evidence  of  the  taste  and  culture  of  its  in- 
mates, is  the  center  and  meeting  place  for  the  best 
classes  of  people  in  the  vicinity. 


RICHARD  GREEN.  Few  families  of  Man- 
chester Township  have  a  higher  reputation 
in  all  matters  of  character,  intelligence  and 
}^i  liberality  than  the  one  represented  by  the 
name  we  have  just  given.  Their  magnificent  farm 
is  located  on  section  20,  Manchester  Township, 
and  it  is  highly  productive  and  valuable.  Mr. 
Green  was  born  in  Nottinghamshire,  England,  at 


Clipstone,  near  Mansfield,  March  10.  1822,  and  his 
father,  Richard  Sr.,  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  Eng- 
land, in  1782.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  lived  to  be  nearly  seventy  years  old. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  17.s.">  in 
the  same  section  of  England.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Sarah  Bowskill  and  she  ever  remained  in  her 
native  land,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven. 
All  of  her  ten  children  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood  and  all  but  one  became  the  heads  of 
families.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject 
are,  Susan,  deceased,  who  married  James  Cobb  and 
came  to  America  in  1843;  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs. 
John  Stothard,  who  is  still  living  in  England  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two;  George,  deceased;  Sarah, 
deceased,  who  was  Mrs.  William  Blackwell;  Mary, 
deceased,  who  married  William  Terry;  Ann.  Mrs. 
William  Fallowell,  who  died  in  England;  Phoebe, 
Mrs.  Richard  Silverwood.  who  resides  in  Jackson 
County;  Robert,  whose  home  is  in  Manchester 
Township,  and  William,  who  is  now  in  England. 

Mr.  Green's  pre-eminence  in  farming  pursuits 
was  early  made  evident,  as  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  took  the  first  prize  at  a  plowing  match  at  ( >ler- 
ton.  England.  He  received  his  education  at  his 
native  home  and  came  to  America  in  1843,  land- 
ing at  Quebec  June  28,  1843.  He  at  once  came 
West  and  upon  reaching  Detroit,  set  out  for  Man- 
chester on  foot  as  he  was  already  in  debt  $6  and 
could  not  afford  the  luxury  of  a  ride.  His  first 
work  was  to  cut  grass  with  a  scythe  for  the  com- 
pensation of  six  shillings  a  day  and  he  soon  hired 
out  for  $513  a  month.  During  the  winter  of  1843- 
44,  he  cut  one  hundred  and  fifty  cords  of  wood  in 
three  months  getting  twenty  cents  a  cord,  and  dur- 
ing the  next  year  he  again  engaged  to  his  former 
employer  for  $140  per  year.  After  this  he  took 
service  with  Peter  Van  Winkle  at  $12.50  per  month, 
and  during  this  season  cradled  forty-five  acres  of 
wheat.  He  again  worked  for  the  same  employer 
another  year. 

The  marriage  of  Richard  Green  and  Anna  Eng- 
lish was  celebrated  August  1'.*,  184(5.  This  lady. 
the  daughter  of  Richard  and  Susannah  (Green) 
English,  was  born  in  Kings  County,  Ireland.  May 
23,  1828.  and  her  father  and  grandfather  were  bom 
in  the  same  house  where  she  first  saw  the  light. 
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County  Westmead  was  the  native  home  of  her 
mother  and  this  daughter  was  hut  eight  years  old 
when  she  oame  to  Michigan  with  her  parents.  Af- 
ter marriage  the  young  couple  located  on  section 
20,  of  this  township,  on  a  forty-acre  farm  which 
the  young  man  had  just  bought.  After  a  year 
they  took  a  farm  on  the  shares  a1  Iron  Creek  for 
three  years,  and  during  that  time  bought  and  partly 
improved  eighty  acres  on  section  20.  They  then 
purchased  eighty  acres  on  section  20,  where  the 
home  now  stands.  There  was  then  upon  the  place 
a  log  house  into  which  they  moved,  and  there  they 
lived  for  nine  years. 

The  beautiful  home  of  Mr.  Green  was  erected  in 
1861  at  a.  cost  of  *  1,800.  Upon  the  farm  he  has 
placed  three  good  harns  and  other  outhouse-,  be- 
sides a  tenement  house  which  he  put  up  in  1875  at 
a  cost  of  $700  and  a  barn  which  cost  $500.  He 
now  keeps  a  man  to  operate  this  fine  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  seventy-six  acres  while  he  super- 
vises the  work,  that  all  may  be  done  in  the  right 
way.  The  liberality  <>f  Mr.  Green  is  evidenced 
by  his  many  gifts  and  investments  in  matters  of  pub- 
lic interests.  He  put  $400  in  the  Clinton  Woolen 
Factory.  $100  in  the  Hillsdale  Railroad,  assisted 
in  building  a  Baptist  parsonage  in  Manchester  at  a 
cost  of  $2,000,  and  donated  $1,080  of  that  sum  to 
the  church;  he  also  paid  $260  out  of  the  $516  nec- 
essary for  a  hell  for  the  Baptist  Church.  For  more 
than  twenty-five  years  he  has  contributed  from  $40 
to  si;ii  .. |  year  for  the  support  of  this  church,  of 
which  he  has  been  Deacon  for  twenty-five  years,  and 
gave  $200  al  one  time  to  the  Kalamazoo  College. 
He  lias  a  life  membership  in  the  Bible  Union  Re- 
vision Society  which  cost  him  $30.  lie  also  con- 
tributed $50  to  the  endowment  fund  of  the  Chair 
of  Mathematics  as  a  memorial  to  Edward  Olney, 
IX.  I).,  of  Kalamazoo. 

As  no  children  blest  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Green,  they  adopted  two  daughters  whom  they 
reared  as  tenderly  as  though  their  own.  The  older. 
Phoebe  M.,  IS  the  wife  of  Harmon  Clark;  the 
younger,  Georgia  Chappie,  is  the  wife  of  George 

M.  Sutton,  who  now  works  the  farm  on  shares. 
In  1878  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  took  a  trip  to 
England  and  Ireland  consuming  eight  months  in 
the  journey.  In  1889  thej  took  another  trip  across 


the  ocean,  going  to  France,  England  and  Ireland, 
and  remaining  until  L890.  The  leader  will  be 
pleased  to  notice  on  another  page,  lithographic 
portraits  of  Mr.  anil  Mrs.  Green. 


"  OIIX  P.  KIRK.  City  Attorney  of  Ypsilanti, 
has  the  honor  of  being  the  youngest  gentle- 
j»  I  j  man  who  has  held  this  important  position 
5^7  in  the  history  of  the  city,  he  having  been 
appointed  June  8,  1891,  when  only  twenty-three 
years  old.  He  has  however  filled  the  office  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
people.  His  legal  erudition  is  well  known  to  all 
who  have  become  familiar  with  legal  circles  in  this 
community.  Politically  he  is  an  earnest  believer 
in  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  al- 
though not  a  politician  in  the  ordinary  sense  of 
that  word,  he  wields  his  strong  personal  influence 
for  their  advancement  and  uses  the  powers  of  his 
mind  to  convince  others  of  their  correctness. 

To  the  biographical  writer  who  fifty  years  hence, 
shall  record  the  lives  of  prominent  citizens  of  this 
county,  we  must  give  the  privilege  of  narrating 
the  complete  history  of  Mr.  Kirk.  Suilice  it  for  us 
to  record  what  has  thus  far  happened  of  note  in 
his  life.  A  native  of  Ypsilanti.  he  was  born  Sep- 
tember 20.  1867,  and  is  the  son  of  Bernard  and 
Ann  (Murphy)  Kirk,  who  still  reside  in  this  city. 
The  father  has  made  his  home  in  this  county  for 
thirty-five  years  and  has  been  a  resident  of  the  city 
of  Ypsilanti  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  fol- 
low- the  trade  of  a  carriage-maker,  and  by  unre- 
mitting energy  and  honorable  dealing  with  all  has 
not  only  gained  a  good  trade  but  has  also  become 
well-known  as  an  upright,  kind-hearted  gentleman. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  passed  in 
much  the  usual  manner  of  boys  in  these  days, 
and  he  made  good  Use  of  the  opportunities  for  edu- 
cation which  was  offered  in  the  free  schools  of 
Ypsilanti.  In  1886  he  was  graduated  from  the 
High  School,  after  having  completed  its  prescribed 
COurse  of  study,  and  having  a  natural  aptitude  for 
the  law.  he  chose  it    for  a  prole— ion  when  the  time 
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came  for  liim  to  select  a  calling  in  life.  Immedi- 
ately after  leaving  High  School  he  entered  the  law 
department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  and  is  a 
graduate  of  the  class  of  '88.  As  soon  as  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  at  the  bar  he  located  with  Judge 
J.  W.  Babbitt,  and  has  continued  to  practice  with 
great  success.  For  the  past  six  years  he  has  taken 
considerable  interest  in  military  matters  and  is  now 
First  Lieutenant  of  Company  H.  Fourth  Regiment, 
Michigan  State  Troops. 


^ENNIS  WARNER.  This  gentleman  who  is 
now  a  retired  merchant  of  Dexter  and  one 
of  its  oldest  settlers,  had  his  birth  in  Corn- 
wall, Addison  County,  Vt.,  May  17,  1812,  his  pa- 
rents being  Jared  and  Anna  (Rockwell)  Warner, 
the  father  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  the  mother 
of  Vermont.  The  grandfather,  Philip  Warner,  was 
of  English  origin  and  the  maternal  grandfather, 
John  Rockwell,  was  of  Scotch  parentage  and 
both  these  ancestors  were  pioneers  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State. 

Our  subject  was  but  thirteen  years  old  when  he 
was  bereaved  by  death  of  his  father  after  which 
he  was  bound  out  until  he  gained  his  majority,  to 
Warren  Spaulding,  a  farmer,  having  the  privilege 
of  attending  school  one  month  each  winter.  Mr. 
Spaulding  was  unfortunate  in  business  and  having 
broken  up  in  the  East  came  to  Michigan  leaving 
the  boy  of  sixteen  free  to  follow  his  own  inclina- 
tions. He  now  learned  the  trades  of  tanning,  cur- 
rying and  shoemaking,  and  after  working  thus  for 
a  year  and  one-half  he  left  his  situation  and 
worked  for  two  months  with  Esq.  Aaron  Lawrence, 
of  Shoreham,  Yt.,  thus  earning  money  sufficient  to 
buy  some  good  clothes.  He  then  attended  the 
Newton  Academy  in  that  place  for  three  months, 
working  for  his  board  and  going  in  debt  for  his 
tuition.  His  new  clothes  had  now  become  shabby 
and  he  was  determined  to  enter  the  mercantile 
business  but  knew  that  he  needed  a  better  outfit. 
He  accordingly  presented  his  case  to  a  stranger,  a 
merchant  in  Shoreham,  named    James  Turrell,  who 


promptly  and  kindly  offered  the  boy  credit  and 
expressed  a  confidence  in  his  ability  and  good  in- 
tentions. This  encouragement  gave  a  new  stimu- 
lus to  the  youth  and  helped  greatly  to  carry  him 
to  the  success  he  has  now  attained. 

The  material  which  this  kind  merchant  now  fur- 
nished him  was  made  up  into  clothes  by  his  sister 
and  he  began  clerking  for  Mr.  Burchard  at  Watch 
Point  at  $3  a  month.  He  worked  hard  for  two 
years  and  paid  up  all  his  debts.  He  was  now  of 
age  and  had  taken  the  Western  fever  and  planned 
to  migrate  to  Michigan  with  his  sister,  although 
his  employer  would  gladly  have  retained  him.  and 
finally  would  have  made  him  his  partner. 

Upon  arriving  in  Michigan  in  September,  L833, 
Mr.  Warner  had  less  than  *1  in  his  purse,  but  with 
wonderful  enterprise  and  grit  he  determined  to 
purchase  land,  and  borrowed  $100  on  fourteen  per 
cent  interest  and  at  once  accepted  a  proffered  job 
of  cutting  rails  from  standing  trees  at  fifty  cents  a 
hundred.  Of  course  he  did  not  make  money  fast 
at  this  arduous  task  but  he  accumulated  some  and 
also  learned  to  make  shingles  and  with  them  roof 
the  numerous  log  houses  which  were  going  up 
about  him.  Thus  it  was  not  long  before  he  was 
able  to  repay  the  money  which  he  had  borrowed 
and  after  selling  the  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he 
had  purchased  at  an  advanced  price,  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the  township  of 
Lima  and  proceeded  to  break  ten  acres  and  to 
"roll  up"  a  log  cabin  and  prepare  for  housekeep- 
ing by  bringing  home  a  wife  in  the  person  of  Har- 
riet N.,  daughter  of  Mahlon  Wines.  In  order  to 
obtain  the  necessary  means  for  housekeeping  and 
farming  he  hired  out  for  a  year  as  a  clerk  to  a 
dry-goods  merchant  at  Dexter.  Mr.  Charles  P.  Cow- 
den,  at  $18  a  month  and  house  rent.  He  thus 
saved  enough  to  buy  a  yoke  of  oxen,  a  cow  and  a 
few  implements  and  the  happy  young  couple  now 
took  possession  of  their  own  home. 

A  serious  disaster  sosn  overtook  the  young 
farmer,  as  during  his  first  season  the  crops  failed 
and  the  noted  financial  crisis  of  1837  set  in,  and 
when  one  of  his  oxen  died,  he  rented  out  his  farm 
and  moving  to  town  went  to  work  to  retrieve  his 
lost  fortune.  Here  at  Dexter  he  took  hold  of  any 
work  that  offered  itself  and    after    the  first  winter 
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resorted  to  shoemaking.  He  borrowed  $100  at 
eighteen  per  cent  interest,  and  buying  a  stock  of 
leather  pursued  the  business  with  SO  much  energy 
thai  after  a  few  years  lie  had  fourteen  men  in  his 
employ. 

Mr.  Warner  now  conceived  the  idea  of  bring- 
ing on  a  stock  of  general  merchandise  and  going 
to  New  York  City  he  presented  himself  to  the 
merchants  there  just  as  he  had  done  in  boyhood 
days  to  the  kind  merchant,  Mr.  Turrell,  and  like 
Mr.  Turrell  the  New  York  merchants  believed  in 
the  man  and  gave  him  the  credit  which  he  needed 
and  he  brought  home  a  fine  stock  of  dry-goods, 
groceries,  boots,  shoes,  hardware,  leather  and  find- 
ings, etc.  From  this  time  on  he  had  a  prosperous 
career  and  frequently  visited  New  York  as  often 
as  twice  a  yenr,  besides  resorting  to  Boston,  Buffalo 
and  Detroit  for  goods.  He  could  have  bought  at 
one  time  $100,000  worth  of  goods  without  paying 
$1  down,  and  this  remarkable  confidence  has  ever 
been  shown  him  by  the  men  with  whom  he  has  had 
to  deal  and  this  trust  has  never  been  betrayed, 
lie  carried  on  this  mercantile  business  for  twenty- 
three  years  and  his  sales  sometimes  amounted  to 
$30,000. 

At  the  close  of  twenty-three  years  of  active  bus- 
iness, Mr.  Warner  decided  to  retire  from  work  and 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  life's  labors.  Besides  much 
valuable  business  property  in  Dexter  he  owns 
three  good  farms,  although  he  has  suffered  many 
severe  losses,  especially  by  fire.  Twice  he  lost  in 
this  way  nearly  all  his  possessions  and  he  also  suf- 
fered bereavement  by  death,  his  family  passing 
away  one  by  one,  until  he  was  left  alone.  His 
first  wife  was  called  from  earth  April  28,  1847, 
her  two  children  having  previously  died. 

Maltha  M.  Warner,  who  became  the  second  wife 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Framingham,  Mass., 
January  20,  1825,  and  was  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Samuel  Murdock  by  his  second  wife,  Nabby  Stone. 
The  family,  which  was  of  Scotch  descent,  removed 
from  New  England  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  1828, 
and  there    Mrs.    Warner's    mother    died   ten  years 

later.     In  the  spring   of    l«;t:t   her  father  came  to 

Vpsilanti,  Mich.,  to  place  his  daughters  in  the  fam- 
ily of  an  old  friend  and  under  the  instruction  of 
Miss  Eliza  (lark,  a  graduate  of    Mt.  Holyoke  Sem- 


inary, whom  he  afterward  married.  I'nderher  in- 
struction Martha  Murdock  prepared  herself  for  en- 
trance into  Mt.  Holyoke,  but  owing  to  financial 
disasters  and  the  long  sickness  and  death  of  her 
step-mother,  this  plan  was  ultimately  given  up 
and  the  daughter  installed  herself  as  her  father's 
housekeeper  instead  of  fitting  herself  for  teaching. 

Samuel  Murdock,  after  the  death  of  this  wife, 
went  to  New  Orleans  and  for  twenty-live  years 
pursued  missionary  work  there,  and  although  he 
was  not  a  clergyman  he  was  educated  for  mission- 
ary work  and  reeived  a  license  to  thus  act  in  New 
Orleans.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he 
refused  to  enlist  in  the  Southern  Army  and  was 
confined  in  prison,  but  finally  by  the  intercession 
of  church  people  he  was  released  and  allowed  to 
return  home  where  he  lived  for  a  short  time  with 
his  daughters,  until  his  death  which  took  place  in 
1870,  when  he  had  already  reached  extreme  old  age. 
His  son,  Henry  Martyn  Murdock,  who  was  pre- 
paring for  a  missionary  career  died  of  consumption 
at  the  age  of  twenty. 

Martha  Murdock  was  first  married  in  1845  to 
John  C.  Ellis  of  Ypsilanti,  but  her  married  life 
with  him  was  short  as  he  died  February  25.  1848, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Kate,  who  became  Mrs.  W. 
II.  Morehouse  of  Emporia,  Kan.,  and  has  since 
died.  Mrs.  Ellis  was  united  in  marriage  with  our 
subject  April  12,  1855,  and  to  them  was  born  one 
child,  Charles  II.,  who  now  lives  on  a  farm  near  the 
village  of  Dexter. 

The  beautiful  Christian  character  of  Mrs.  War- 
ner is  most  highly  appreciated  by  all  who  have 
ever  known  her  and  her  memory  will  ever  remain 
green  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  loved  her.  She 
united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Penfield. 
N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  and  on  coming 
to  Dexter  united  with  the  Congregational  Church 
here,  as  there  was  no  Presbyterian  Church.  Stu- 
died March  20.  1.X.X7.  being  instantly  killed  by  the 
fast  train  on  the  Michigan  Central  Railway,  she 
was  in  company  with  her  husband  on  the  way  to 
visit  her  son  Charles,  who  lived  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  railway,  and  was  struck  by  the  pilot 
anil  fell  dead  in  her  husband's  arms,  lor  forty 
years  she  had  been  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school 
of  the    Congregational    Church    and    on    the  very 
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day  she  died  she  had  addressed  a  class  of  fourteen 
young  men  and  women  just  before  the  accident. 
She  was  an  active  worker  in  every  good  work  and 
especially  helpful  in  the  labors  of  the  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union.  The  liberality  of 
Mr.  Warner  in  educational  matters  is  well-known 
and  his  generous  gifts  to  various  prominent  insti- 
tutions of  learning  will  long  be  remembered. 


* 


/^  OL.  OSCAR  E.  PRATT,  M.  D.  The  gentle- 
Ill  n  man,  the  salient  points  of  whose  life  history 
^f^f  we  shall  endeavor  to  give  below,  is  one  of 
the  most  prominent  physicians  of  Ypsilanti,  and 
his  experience  in  this  way  in  civil  life  has  been 
supplemented  by  the  crucial  one  of  witnessing 
death  and  the  most  terrible  of  wounds  with  their 
attendant  surgical  operations  while  in  the  late 
war,  in  which  he  was  a  brave  and  honored  soldier. 
As  a  gentleman  Dr.  Pratt  commends  himself  most 
pleasantly  to  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  con- 
tact. He  is  a  man  of  great  force  of  character  and 
one  whose  very  presence  would  soothe  a  nervous 
and  weakened  patient.  He  is  well  read  and  in- 
formed, not  only  as  regards  his  profession,  but  in 
the  current  topics  of  the  day. 

Dr.  Pratt  was  born  in  Ontario  Township,  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  17,  1838.  He  is  the  son 
of  Alva  Pratt,  a  sturdy  pioneer  of  Western  New 
York,  who  was  born  in  Whatelev,  Mass.,  in  17116. 
Our  subject's  grandfather  was  an  early  settler  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, but  died  soon  after  locating  there,  in  1806. 
He  was  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  belonged  to  a 
good  old  English  family,  representatives  of  whom 
emigrated  to  this  country  during  early  Colonial 
days.  Our  subject's  father  also  pursued  the  agri- 
cultural calling  for  many  years.  He  was  a  most 
capable  and  upright  business  man,  of  superior  intel- 
lectual attainments,  being  thoroughly  educated 
and  well  read.  He  was  the  owner  of  two  farms, 
comprising  over  three  hundred  acres,  in  New  York. 
Later  he  removed  to  Monroe  County.  In  1867  he 
retired  from  active  business  life,  locating  in  the 


village  of  Webster,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1872  he  died. 
Prior  to  the  war  he  was  an  Abolitionist  of  pro- 
nounced ideas  and  an  ardent  Republican.  He  was 
among  the  patriots  who  assisted  in  the  underground 
railroad  and  aided  runaway  slaves  to  escape  to 
Canada.  He  belonged  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  and  was  one  of  the  pillars  of  that  denom- 
ination. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  in  her  girlhood  a  Miss 
Ann  Peck.  She  was  a  native  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  and  was  born  in  1799,  a  daughter  of  Ches- 
ter and  Priscilla  Peck.  The  former  was  a  mechanic, 
his  special  branch  being  that  of  a  carpenter  and 
builder.  He  was  a  'skilled  workman  of  the  old- 
fashioned,  thorough  type.  He  early  removed  to 
New  York  State  and  there  settled.  Ann  Peck  was 
a  well-educated  lady,  previous  to  her  marriage 
having  been  a  teacher  and  a  woman  of  more  than 
ordinary  literary  ability.  She  is  now  past  ninety- 
two  years  of  age  and  is  strong  and  robust  and  re- 
sides at  the  present  time  in  Webster,  N.  Y.  She  is 
a  large-hearted  and  public-spirited  woman,  having 
been  associated  most  actively  for  many  years  with 
benevolent  and  literary  societies.  She  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  ten  children 
who  were  born  to  his  parents  and  the  youngest  of 
the  family.  Nine  of  these  lived  to  reach  years  of 
maturity  and  three  survive  at  the  present  time. 
They  are  Chester  S.,  Almond  J.  and  Oscar  E.,  of 
whom  this  sketch  is  written.  Chester  S.  is  a  far- 
mer residing  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.;  Almond  J. 
served  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-eighth  New 
York  Regiment  and  was  a  Captain  of  the  United 
States  Colored  Troops,  and  is  now  a  retired  mer- 
chant in  Webster,  N.  Y. 

Oscar  E.  Pratt  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  un- 
til seventeen  years  of  age  and  during  that  time  he 
received  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  at  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  locality,  after  which  he  attended 
various  schools  in  Wayne  and  Monroe  Counties, 
N.  Y.  He  studied  the  classics  at  Macedon  Acad- 
emy and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  began  teaching 
during  the  winter,  his  first  school  being  in  Michi- 
gan. He  came  to  Galesburg,  this  State,  in  1856, 
and  taught  for  one  term  near  that  town.  He 
served   an  apprenticeship  as  pharmacist  with  Dr.  I. 
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J.  Babcock  and  also  began  reading  medicine  with 
him.  He  later  concluded  thai  his  education  was 
iiol  complete  enough  to  pursue  his  profession"  suc- 
cessfully, and  therefore  he  returned  to  New  York 
State  and  pursued  his  studies  in  Webster  and 
Macedon  Academies,  after  which  he  taught  school 
-e\  era!  terms. 

In  L861  our  subject  resumed  his  medical  studies, 
reading  with  Dr.  J.  I>.  Dunning,  of  Webster,  N.Y., 
and  remaining  with  him  until  1862,  when  he  en- 
listed in  the  war,  joining  Company  ('.Fourth  New 

York     Heavy     Artillery.      He    Was    mustered    in    at 

Rochester,  N.  V..  Augusl  13,  1862,  and  ua>  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  front  in  the  South,  mosl  of  his 
Bervice  as  an  enlisted  man  being  in  Virginia.  The 
fall  of  1862  and  the  following  spring  were  spent 
around  the  capital,  upon  which  the  Union  soldiers 
were  anticipating  an  attack.  They  also  made 
many  raiding  excursions  in  the  vicinity.  In  1863 
our  subject  wa- commissioned  Captain  of  the  Sev- 
enth United  State-  Colored  Troops  by  Secretary  of 
War  Stanton,  lie  served  with  his  regiment  in 
Virginia,  South  Carolina  and  Florida  until  July, 
1864,  when  he  was  ordered  to  join  the  Army  of  tl  e 
Potomac,  and  participated  in  the  hotly  contested 
battles  around  Richmond  and  Petersburg  during 
the  fall  and  winter  campaigns  of  18C4  and  the 
spring  of  1865,  and  was  an  active  participant  in 
the    closing    scenes   of    the    drama    at    Appomattox 

Court  House.  While  in  Virginia  he  received  his 
commission  as  .Major  and  later  was  advanced  to  the 
position  of  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  then  was  brev- 
eted Colonel  in  recognition  of  his  gallant  and  mer- 
itorious services  in  the  field.  He  had  in  no  wise 
Sought    or  solicited  the  ho \  hence  it   was  doubly 

a  compliment  He  commanded  his  regiment  in  this 
capacity  tor  one  and  a  half  years.  After  closing 
camp  at  City  Point  he  with  his  regiment  was 
ordered  to  Texas  to  look  after  the  rebel  General 
Kirby  Smith.  Thej  were  transported  tolndianola 
and  remained  there  until  October,  1866,  when  1he\ 
were  mustered  out.     For  several  months  preceding 

hi-  muster  out  he  held  tin  lr\  in  LT  and  delicate  posi- 
tion of  Chief  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  at  Austin, 
Texas,  and  was  verj  successful  in  adjusting  the 
difficult  issues  which  arose  between  the  ex-slaves 
and  i heir  old  masters. 


Leaving  his  command  at  Indianola.  our  subject 
went  home.  u< i i 1 1 lt  by  rail  to  Rochester,  via  Wash- 
ington.    Although  he  escaped  being  wounded,  he 

had  many  narrow  calls,  having  had  bullet-  shot 
through  his  hats  and  clothing.  A  close  student  of 
military  tactics,  our  subject  took  the  utmost  pride 
in  drilling  his  command  and  was  repaid  for  his  labor 
by  the  reputation   which  it    acquired    of    being    the 

best  drilled  regiment  in  the  brigade.  Afterreturn- 
ing  home  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  Web- 
ster. X.  Y.,  for  a  few  years  and  then  resumed  the 
study  of  medicine  under  his  old  preceptor,  Dr. 
Dunning,  and  practiced  to  some  extent  at  his  home. 
In  1874  he  sold  out  his  business  and  entered  the 
Medical  College  at  Buffalo,  which  is  of  the  regular 
school.  After  spending  one  year  there  he  entered 
the  Cleveland  Homoeopathic  Hospital  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1876. 

Having  with  great  patience  and  persistence  ac- 
quired the  degree  of  M.  I).,  our  subject  returned  to 
his  home  in  Webster  and  practiced  until  1*7(! 
there  and  at  Amsterdam,  N.  Y,  when  he  removed 
to  Oneonta,  N.  Y..  where  he  had  nine  years  of  suc- 
cessful practice,  and  thence  removed  to  Chicago, 
locating  at  796  W.  Madison  street.  After  a  year's 
successful  practice  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  city 
on  account  of  continued  sickness  in  his  family,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1886  he  located  in  Ypsilanti,  where 
since  that  time  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive practice.  Our  subject's  interest  and  associa- 
tions have  been  for  a  long  time  almost  exclusively 
those  of  the  medical    profession. 

Dr.  Pratt  foreswore  his  state  of  single  blessedness 
in  Webster,  X.  Y..  and  August  25,  1864,  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Amelia  llolley.  who  was  born  in  the 
same  place.  She  is  a  daughter  of  William  llolley, 
a  farmer  of  that  place  and  a  man  of  sterling  quali- 
ties, who  has  attained  considerable  prominence. 
Mrs.  Pratt  was  educated  iii  her  home  school  and 
attended  Walworth  Academy,  and  after  Dnishing 
there  was  engaged  for  sonic  time  as  a  teacher.  Of 
six  children  born  to  this  estimable  couple  only 
three  are  now  living.  They  are  William  II..  How- 
ard E.  and  Ruby. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  Carpenter  Post.  No.  l,x»l. 
Q.  A.  R.,  and  for  two  years  held  the  position  of 
Post  Commander.      He  and  all  the  members  of   his 
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family  have  been  connected  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  our  subject  has  been  Superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school,  and  for  many  years  has  been 
and  still  is  an  elder  of  that  church.  Politically 
he  casts  the  weight  of  his  vote  and  influence  with 
the  Republican  party,  the  first  vote  having  been 
cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has  been  delegate 
to  both  State  and  county  conventions.  As  to  his 
profession,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Washtenaw 
County  Medical  Society,  and  also  of  the  State  Med- 
ical Society,  and  while  in  New  York  was  President 
of  the  Otsego  County  Medical  Society  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Otsego  and  Chenango  Medical  Associ- 
ation and  also  a  member  of  the  New  York  State 
Medical  Society. 


OHN  MICHAEL  STEIN.  One  of  the  beau- 
tiful farms  in  Ann  Arbor  Township,  richly 
cultivated  and  neatly  kept,  is  that  which  is 
owned  and  supervised  by  Mr.  Stein.  Al- 
though of  German  parentage,  he  was  born  in  Scio 
Township,  upon  the  farm  on  section  26,  where  his 
father  settled  in  1835,  his  natal  day  being  June 
23,  1842.  His  parents,  Michael  and  Magdaline 
(Hornbecker)  Stem,  were  both  natives  of  Wurtem- 
berg,  Germany,  and  the  father  was  born  in  1805 
and  served  for  three  years  in  the  German  army. 
The  military  service  and  the  disadvantages  of 
continental  life  roused  this  worthy  man  to  an 
appreciation  of  what  life  in  America  might  prove 
to  himself  and  children,  and  he  emigrated  to  this 
country  in  1835  and  settled  on  what  is  now  the  old 
homestead,  taking  and  clearing  up  eighty  acres  of 
good  farming  land,  to  which  he  later  added  eighty 
acres  more. 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  April  3,  1869,  and 
his  good  wife  survived  him  for  many  years  and 
finally  passed  away  at  the  age  o(  seventy-eight,  on 
the  3d  of  July,  1888.  They  had  a  family  of  ten 
children,  all  but  one  of  whom  are  now  living  and 
in  Washtenaw  County. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  the  farm  and  be- 
sides  learning  what  all   boys  learn,  who  are  thus 


trained,  took  the  carpenter's  trade  when  he  was 
twenty -one  and  followed  that  for  seven  years.  He 
and  his  brother  Christian  bought  the  homestead 
upon  which  they  lived  together  for  six  years,  and 
then  John  sold  out  his  interest  to  his  brother  and 
removed  to  where  he  now  lives,  three  miles  north 
of  Ann  Arbor.  lie  has  here  a  handsome  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  is  in  a  splen- 
did condition  and  where  he  carries  on  general 
farming.  This  farm  was  settled  by  James  Fellahee, 
who  secured  it  from  the  Government  and  lived 
upon  it  for  fifteen  years. 

The  19th  of  May.  1870,  marked  an  epoch  of 
great  importance  in  the  life  of  John  M.  Stein,  as  he 
was  then  happily  united  for  life  with  Katherina 
Braun,  who  was  born  July  28, 1845.  The  children 
who  have  blessed  this  union  are  Simeon  F.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Albert  Christian,  who 
was  born  August  15,1873;  and  Hannah  Maria,  who 
was  born  May  26,  1876.  Both  children  are  stu- 
dents at  the  High  School  at  Ann  Arbor.  The 
political  views  of  Mr.  Stein  have  led  him  to  affiliate 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  religious  belief 
brings  him  into  active  co-operation  with  the  Luth- 
eran Church. 


*E 
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/^  HARLES  M<  CORMICK.  We  present  with 
(l(  i-i  pleasure  a  sketch  of  the  life  history  of  one 
^^7  of  the  best  known  farmers  and  citizens  of 
Pittsfield  Township,  who  was  born  in  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  a  village  called  Painted  Post,  on 
the  18th  of  December,  1824.  His  parents,  John  and 
Betsy  (Thurber)  McCormick,  were  born  and  reared 
in  Steuben  County,  and  his  father  was  in  his 
younger  days  a  raftsman  on  the  Susquehanna 
River,  and  in  his  later  days  was  a  farmer. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
British  soldier  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  bat- 
tle of  the  Delaware  by  Washington's  forces.  He 
then  joined  the  American  service.  At  the  age  of 
one  year,  on  Christmas  Day,  1825,  our  subject  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Michigan.  They  lo- 
cated in  Superior  Township,  this  county,  and  look 
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up  land,  the  deed  <>f  which  bears  the  signature  of 
JohnQuincy  Adams.  This  country  was  then  a  vast 
unbroken  wilderness.  In  L866  the  boy  was  sent 
East  In  attend  school  and  lived  with  a  brother 
until  1840,  thus  receiving  fine  educational  ^van- 
tages. He  then  returned  to  this  State  as.  a  teacher 
in  the  public  schools,  but  did  not  long  follow  this 
vocation.  His  father  died  in  lx.'S.'i.  and  his  mother 
in  1856,  and  our  subject  remained  at  home  until 
1844,  when  he  went  to  Lake  Superior.  He  was 
then  engaged  in  mining,  and  he  followed  milling 
for  awhile. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  .Mary  Ann  Min- 
ton,  of  Detroit,  occurred  in  1851,  and  after  this  he 
started  out  in  the  tin  peddling  business  in  Ypsi- 
lanti,  and  then  undertook  the  management  of  a 
hardware  store.  He  was  City  Marshal  at  that  point 
for  four  years,  and  also  filled  the  offices  of  Alder- 
man and  Constable,  and  since  that  time  has  made 
his  home  in  Ypsilanti.  For  eighteen  j'ears  he 
operated  a  successful  meat  market,  and  for  four 
years  was  Supervisor  of  the  township.  In  1887 
he  was  appointed  Keeper  of  the  County  Poor 
Farm,  and  has  entire  control  of  the  county  in- 
mates of  the  farm.  He  has  always  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  during  the  war  was 
known  as  a  War  Democrat  and  enlisted  a  small 
company  for  the  Government.  His  wife  was  born 
and  brought  up  in  Detroit,  where  her  parents 
resided  for  twenty  years  but  are  now  deceased. 


--,-§EE^§< 


OIIN  BUNTON.  Among  the  many  promi- 
nent, enterprising  and  successful  citizens  of 
Washtenaw  County,  whose  biography  it  is 
a  pleasure  to  give  among  the  honored  ones 
of  this  locality,  is  the  worthy  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  -ketch,  and  who  is  one  of  the 
mos1  progressive  citizens  of  Augusta  Township, 
residing  on  section  12.  Mr.  Bunton  is  a  fair  speci- 
men of  the  best  men  that  Washtenaw  County  pro- 
duces, he  being  a  native  of  this  locality,  and  his 
birth  occurring  February  9,  1839.  lie  is  a  son  of 
\\  illiam  and   Jemima  (Stevens)  Bunton.  both    par- 
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ents  being  natives  of  England,  who  emigrated  to 
America  about  1835-36,  and  on  Landing  in  this 
country  came  directly  to  Washtenaw  County,  this 
State,  and  settled  first  in  the  village  of  Ypsilanti, 
where  the  father  died. 

After  the  decease  of  our  subject's  father  his 
mother  remarried,  her  second  husband  being  Will- 
iam  Horner,  and  soon  after  the  family  removed  to 
Augusta  Township,  and  they  have  ever  since  re- 
sided here.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in 
1886.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  to  man- 
hood where  he  now  lives,  being  brought  up  on  a 
farm  amid  scenes  of  pioneer  life.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  county, 
and  is  well  fitted  for  the  ordinary  business  of  life. 
He  is  practically  a  self-made  man,  he  having  learned 
many  of  his  best  methods  from  actual  experience. 
Our  subject's  marriage  took  place  April  2o.  1863, 
his  wife  being  Miss  Harriet  E.  Eldridge,  who  was 
born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Barber  and  Lucy  A.  (Koons)  Eldridge,  of 
Livingston  County.  By  the  union  of  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  there  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  as  follows:  Cora  E..  James 
B.,  Arthur  Jay,  Frederick  M.,  Bert  and  John  C. 
They  have  besides  an  adopted  daughter,  whose 
name  is  Emma  J.  Diilison. 

When  about  twenty  years  old  Mr.  Bunton  be- 
gan learning  the  carpenter  and  joiner's  trade,  and 
worked  at  it  irregularly  for  several  years.  He  was 
subsequently  engaged  in  farming  on  shares  for 
two  years  as  a  renter,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
purchased  a  farm  in  Hillsdale  County.  Mich.,  in 
Allen  Township.  He  there  farmed  for  two  years, 
and  then  removed  to  Branch  County,  and  there 
was  engaged  in  agriculture  for  several  years,  but 
finally  returned  to  Washtenaw  County  and  went 
into  the  mercantile  business  at  what  is  now  known 
as  Whitaker's  Corners,  in  Augusta  Township.  He 
was  there  for  four  years,  and  then  settled  on  his 
present  farm.  Mr.  Bunton  has  been  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  men  in  securing  the  railroad 
and  station  at  Willis,  lie  is  the  owner  of  one 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  is  in 
a  fine  condition  and  bears  valuable  improvements. 

A  Republican  in  his  political  way  of  thinking, 
our  subject  favors  advancement    in  every  phase   of 
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life,  and  is  a  generous  contributor  both  of  his 
time  and  means  to  every  measure  that  promises  to 
be  f  jr  the  benefit  of  this  section  of  the  country. 
The  present  thriving  village  of  Willis  is  largely 
indebted  to  the  energy  of  our  subject  for  its  being. 
Besides  his  farming,  he  is  also  engaged  in  buying 
and  shipping  produce  and  stock,  in  which  last  he 
deals  quite  extensively.  He  has  served  in  various 
local  offices,  having  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
Augusta  Township  for  four  years  and  Highway 
Commissioner  for  one  year.  He  is  public-spirited 
and  eminently  enterprising,  and  enjoys  the  esteem 
and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 


^RED  WARNER.  Among  the  retired  farmers 
jy  of    Washtenaw    County,    who  are   making 
(L,  their  home  at  Dexter,  none  is  more  worthy 

of  our  interest  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  we 
have  just  given.  He  is  of  Eastern  birth  and  par- 
entage, and  was  born  in  Litchfield  County,  Conn., 
October  25,  1813.  His  parents,  Curtis  and  Eunice 
(Hull)  Warner,  had  their  native  home  in  Connecti- 
cut. The  nibther  removed  to  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  when  this  son  was  but  six  years  old,  and 
after  remaining  there  for  six  years  they  came,  in 
November,  1826,  to  Washtenaw  County.  The 
father  had  died  in  Connecticut  when  the  boy  was 
four  or  five  years  old,  and  the  family  now  con- 
sisted of  the  mother  and  seven  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  youngest. 

These  emigrants  reached  Washtenaw  County 
on  the  26th  of  November,  1826,  journeying  by  the 
aid  of  two  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  wagon,  and  driv- 
ing their  cows,  sheep  and  hogs,  spending  twenty- 
one  days  on  the  road  between  Buffalo  and  Ann 
Arbor,  and  bringing  their  provisions  with  them. 
Two  of  the  elder  sons.  Charles  and  Henry,  had 
been  to  Michigan  the  spring  before  and  secured 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  Government  land 
five  miles  west  of  Dexter  in  that  township.  They 
had  erected  a  log  house  before  Henry  returned  to 
bring  on  the  family,  while  Charles  remained  with 
Mr.  Simeon  Mills,  who  had  come    with    them    and 


had  assisted  in  building  the  house.  At  that  time 
there  was  but  one  house  between  Ann  Arbor  and 
Dexter,  Judge  Dexter  having  settled  here  in  1824. 
The  only  family  was  that  of  the  Noble  brothers. 
who  were  then  but  one  mile  west  of  Judge  Dexter, 
and  beyond  that  were  no  known  settlers,  west, 
north  or  south,  so  they  were  indeed  upon  the 
borders  of  civilization. 

The  playmates  of  our  subject  were  Indians,  and 
thousands  of  the  savages  passed  on  the  way  to 
Maiden  to  get  their  annual  present  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  family  consisted  of  Charles,  Henry, 
Hull.  Laura,  Deborah,  Sallie,  William,  (ieorge  and 
Fred.  The  third  son  never  came  to  Michigan, 
and  the  eldest  daughter  died  in  infancy  in  Con- 
necticut. The  mother  lived  only  three  years  after 
coining  here,  so  that  these  young  people  were  early 
cast  upon  their  own  resources  and  had  to  be 
guided  by  their  own  judgment. 

Charles  and  Henry  always  worked  together  upon 
the  old  homestead,  and  the  former  died  here  in 
1879,  in  his  eighty-sixth  year.  He  never  married 
but  depended  for  his  home  happiness  upon  his 
brother's  family.  Henry  married  Melinda  Good- 
year, and  died  in  1877,  in  his  eighty-second  year; 
Laura  did  not  marry,  and  lived  with  her  brother 
Fred  until  she  too  passed  away  in  1880,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two;  Sallie  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven, 
unmarried,  having  also  made  her  home  with  Fred; 
William  secured  Government  land  in  Lima  Town- 
ship, and  died  in  Dexter,  in  February,  1891,  hav- 
ing reached  his  eighty-fifth  year.  His  widow  and 
one  daughter  are  living  in  Dexter,  the  daughter 
being  the  wife  of  George  Slater,  an  attorney  at 
Alpena;  George  was  a  merchant  at  Dexter  for  forty 
years,  and  one  of  the  oldest  business  men  of  that 
city.  He  died  in  L866,  and  his  widow,  who  was 
in  maidenhood  Frances  S.  Porter,  is  now  the  widow 
of  Pierpont  L.  Smith,  and  resides  in  Dexter. 

Fred  Warner  and  his  brother  William  took  Gov- 
ernment land  in  Lima  Township,  and  afterward 
our  subject  obtained  two  hundred  acres,  so  that 
he  finally  had  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  upon  which  he  lived  until  after  Henry's  death, 
when,  in  settling  his  estate  he  parted  with  a  portion 
of  his  farm  to  William,  and  Fred  took  the  old  home- 
stead, consisting  of    four  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
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upon  which  he  lived  until  he  removed  to  Dexter, 
in  March.  1891.  Henry  :ui«l  William  wore  identi- 
fied, officially .  with  the  township  and  county,  and 
IIenr\  was  one  of  the  first  breeders  of  Short-horn 
cattle  and  Merino  sheep,  in  which  line  Fred  lias 
continued.  He  has  a  herd  of  twenty-five  registered 
Short-horns,  and  has  from  this  herd  supplied  many 
of  the  farmers  with  first-class  stock.  He  also  sends 
stork  as  far  as  Minnesota,  Idaho  and  Washington. 
The  subject  of  this  brief  biography  was.  on  the 
20th  of  May.  I860,  united  in  marriage  with  Ma- 
tilda A.  Porter,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Louisa 
(Botsford)  Porter,  both  natives  of  Connecticut. 
An  elder  sister  of  this  lady  had  married  in  that 
State  to  George  Warner,  anil  Matilda  came  to 
make  her  home  with  her  sister,  and  was  here  some 
three  or  four  years  before  she  wedded  Fred 
Warner.  Another  sister,  .Mis.  II.  P.  Bump, lives  at 
Howell.  As  Mr.  and  Mis.  Warner  have  no  chil- 
dren of  their  own  they  have  taken  two.  Elta  and 
Edward  Day.  who  have  been  with  them  for  seven 
years,  and  whom  they  have  brought  up  to  the  ages 
of  twenty-one  and  twelve  respectively.  In  the 
olden  times  Mr.  Warner  was  a  Whig, but  he  is  now 
attached  to  the  Republican  party,  and  has  never 
missed  a  Presidential  vote  since  1836.  Mrs.  Warner 
is  a  member  of  tin  Episcopal  Church  and  an  hon- 
ored and  useful  member  of  society. 


* 


RS.  EMILY  M.  SWIFT,  the  widow  of  Cas- 
l     sins   Swift.    i>  a  member  of  the  Noble  fam- 


ily, which  in  1823  came  to  Washtenaw 
County.  This  family  was  represented  by 
two  brothers, Sylvanusaud  Nathaniel,  the  first  hav- 
ing a  wife  and  six  children  and  the  second  his  wife 
and  four  children.      With    these    people    came    two 

young   ladies,  Hopej  Johnson,  sister  of  Mrs.  Syl- 
van us  Noble,  and  Lois  Stilson,  a  sister  of  Nathaniel 

Noble's  wife.      The\   settled  at  Ann  Arbor  and  Miss 
Johnson  taught  the  first  school  that  was  established 

in    the   county,  and    they  all  finally  Settled  perma- 
nently in   Dexter   Town-hip.    where    Miss    .lohnson 

made  her  home  with  her  sister  till  she  was  married 


to  Henry  Noble,  of  Cleveland,  a  cousin  of  the-e 
two  brothers,  and  Lois  Stilson  married  a  merchant 
of  Detroit  named  Thomas  Ballard. 

Nathaniel  Noble's  family  has  now  no  represen- 
tative in  the  county,  but  two  of  his  descendants 
are  in  the  foundry  business  in  Flk  Rapids  and  one 
is  in  Chicago.  Mrs.  Swift  is  thus  the  only  one  of 
the  two  families  who  still  remains  in  the  county 
and  her  home  is  one  of  the  first  that  was  built  in 
the  town.  Nathaniel  Noble  died  in  the  village  of 
Dexter. 

Cassius  Swift  was  born  in  1805.  in  Kent.  Conn., 
and  died  upon  Christmas  Day.  1K49.  at  the  age  of 
forty-four  years.  His  parents.  Omer  and  Electa 
Swift,  were  married  in  Connecticut  and  remained 
in  the  East  through  the  lifetime  of  the  father,  who 
died  when  Cassius  was  only  five  j-ears  old,  after 
which  the  boy  lived  with  an  uncle.  Mr.  Bailey,  at 
Geneva.  N.  Y.  This  relative  was  a  merchant  and 
brought  up  his  nephew  to  that  business,  caring  for 
him  and  training  him,  although  he  had  ten  sons 
of  his  own.  He  was  a  brother  of  Judge  Milton 
Bailey,  of  Ottawa,  111.,  who  died  some  three  years 
ago. 

Mr.  Swift  was  married  August  23.  1838,  to  Em- 
ily M.  Noble,  who  was  born  at  New  Lisbon.  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  15,  1819.  Her  father. 
Sylvanus,  and  her  mother.  Sallie  (Tuttle)  Noble, 
wire  of  Eastern  birth,  the  former  being  born  in  New 
Lisbon.  N.  Y..  and  the  latter  in  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Her  Grandfather  Noble  and  his  brother  came  from 
Scotland  and  settled  in  New  York.  In  1833  they 
came  to  Ann  Arbor  and  in  1834  determined  to  set- 
tle permanently  in  Dexter,  securing  a  farm  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  out  of  town.  This  land  was  ob- 
tained from  the  Government  and  was  one  of  the 
very  first  that  was  taken  in  this  comity. 

Here  Mr.  Noble  lived  until  his  demise,  five  years 
later,  of  consumption,  when  he  was  fourty-four 
years  old.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years  and 
reached  the  age  of  eighty-four.  In  the  course  of 
time  she  married  Nathaniel  Daniels  and  remained 
on  the  old  farm  until  after  his  death,  when  she 
made    her   home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Dr.  (.ray. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noble  had  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  Lewis,  who  has  become  an  Episcopal 
clergyman;  Jeanette;    Claudius,  who  died  at   the 
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age  of  sixteen;  Ambrose,  Emily  and  Francis. 
Lewis  died  at  Ionia,  Mich.,  some  eleven  years  ago, 
having  reached  the  age  of  seventy  years,  He 
received  his  theological  training  in  New  York  City 
and  was  a  member  of  an  eastern  Diocese  until 
about  a  year  previous  to  his  death;  Jeanette  be- 
came the  wife  of  Dr.  Amos  Gray,  one  of  the  pio- 
neer physicians  of  the  county,  being  the  first  one 
to  follow  in  the  wake  of  Dr.  Nichols,  who  is  con- 
ceded to  have  been  the  first.  After  her  death  the 
Doctor  lived  with  a  daughter  at  Elk  Rapids  and 
died  there  some  four  years  ago.  being  quite 
advanced  in  years. 

Ambrose  Noble  became  a  millwright  and  died  at 
the  age  of  thirty  years,  while  engaged  in  that  bus- 
iness in  Southern  Ohio.  Francis  studied  with  Dr. 
Gray  and  graduated  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  has 
since  practiced  the  medical  profession  at  Jersey 
Heights,  N.  J.  Mr.  Swift  had  arrived  in  this 
county  only  about  three  years  before  his  marriage 
with  Emily  Noble  and  here  he  established  a  general 
mercantile  business  and  carried  a  large  trade. 
Although  he  was  not  a  public  man,  he  filled  the  office 
of  County  Clerk  at  Ann  Arbor,  but  a  short  time 
before  his  death  he  moved  onto  his  farm,  as  he 
hoped  for  improvement  in  health  by  country  liv- 
ing.    His  death  was  caused  by  consumption. 

Since  that  sad  event  Mrs.  Swift  has  made  her 
home  in  the  city.  She  has  only  one  daughter  now 
living.  Her  eldest  son,  James,  enlisted  in  the  Fif- 
ty-third Illinois  Cavalry  in  1861,  joining  the  regi- 
ment at  Ottawa,  and  he  was  killed  at  Glendale, 
near  Corinth,  Miss.,  March  3,  1863,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years,  after  a  service  of  two  years. 
The  children  who  followed  him.  Louie,  Frank, 
Mary  and  Electa,  all  died  in  infancy.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1878,  Jennie  became  the  wife  of  Madison  Hale, 
of  St.  Albans,  N.  Y.  James  M.  Hale  was  an 
inventor  and  book  canvasser.  He  died  August  7, 
1889,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  leaving  one  child,  Emily, 
who  is  now  nine  years  old  and  is  under  the  care 
of  her  mother  and  grandmother. 

When  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Swift  first  came  to  this 
county  there  was  only  one  family  living  west  of 
their  farm,  that  of  a  French  trader,  and  there  were 
none  north  of  them.  Her  playmates  were  the  In- 
dian children  and  she  remembers  many  interesting 


points  in  the  early  history  of  the  county.  Her 
father  drove  the  first  loaded  team  (a  small  yoke  of 
oxen)  from  Detroit  to  Dixboro  and  he  had  to  cut 
his  way  through  the  woods,  following  the  Indian 
trail,  his  wife  walking  by  his  side,  carrying  the 
baby,  and  riding  only  when  they  were  obliged  to 
ford  the  streams.  This  was  in  October,  1823,  and 
forms  one  of  the  earliest  chapters  in  the  history  of 
Washtenaw  County. 


-^?= 

•"^V. 
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ylLLIAM  WALLACE  DELL.  Among  the 
old  residents  of  Washtenaw  County  there 
is  probably  none  more  worthy  of  our 
attention  than  he  whose  name  we  have  just 
given.  He  was  born  June  17,  1843,  in  Gen- 
esee County,  N.  Y.  his  parents  being  William  H. 
and  Eunice  (Brownell)  Dell,  the  former  being  a 
native  of  Massachusetts  and  the  latter  of  Vermont. 
It  was  in  the  spring  of  1845  that  he  came  West 
with  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Saline  Township, 
this  county,  and  there  entered  upon  pioneer  work. 
These  worthy  parents  passed  from  earth  in  this 
county  and  of  nine  children  born  to  them  all  sur- 
vive. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  are  Mari- 
etta E.  (now  Mrs.  Gill),  John  G.,  James  A.,  Lydia 
L.,  David  R.,  Mahala  J.,  Lillian  O.  and  Jesse  A. 
The  father  had  held  some  of  the  minor  offices  in 
Saline  Township  and  for  four  years  was  Deputy 
County  Sheriff,  being  elected  thereto  upon  the  Re- 
publican ticket.  The  work  and  hardships  of  a  pio- 
neer life  were  part  of  the  boyhood  experience  of 
our  subject  and  many  a  day  he  has  cut  with  a  cra- 
dle six  acres  of  wheat  and  has  done  his  full  share 
in  the  hard  work  which  is  a  part  of  farm  life. 
The  district  schools  furnished  his  education  as  far 
as  school  life  goes,  but  he  has  largely  added  to  his 
intellectual  training  by  a  course  of  reading. 

Sarah  R.  Kawson,  daughter  of  Joseph  Rawson,an 
early  settler  of  this  county  and  an  Englishman  by 
birth,  became  the  bride  of  our  subject.  December 
25,  1877.  Of  their  three  children  two  are  now  liv- 
ing, Joseph  R.  and  William  II..  and   the   daughter 
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who  died  bore  the  name  of  Mabel  F.  Mr.  Dell's 
line-  farm  of  ninety  acres  on  section  7,  Augusta 
Township;  became  the  family  borne  in  1882  and  it 
has  been  gained  by  the  unfailing  determination  and 
persistence  of  the  hard-working  man  who  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  Republican  party  embodies  in  its  statements 
the  political  views  which  are  entertained  by  Mr. 
Dell  and  his  interest  in  educational  matters  and  his 
intelligence  have  made  him  a  prominent  man  upon 
the  School  Board  and  the  Moderator  of  that  body. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  at  .Saline  and 
has  served  in  several  important  offices  of  the  lodge. 
Mrs.  Dell  is  a  native  of  Washtenaw  County  and 
was  horn  April  24,  1851.  Her  father,  Joseph  Raw-  | 
son,  emigrated  to  America  some  time  during  the 
'30s  and  after  residing  in  the  East  awhile  came  to 
Washtenaw  County  and  settled  in  Bridgewater 
Township  and  there  died,  in   1882.     He  and  his 

g 1  wife,  Mercy  (Hoyt)  Rawson,  were  the.  parents 

of  five  children:  Mary,  Martha  M.,  George  F.,Mrs. 
Dell  and  Zerah.  Martha  and  Zerah  have  passed 
from  earth  and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  C.  Saley.  Mr. 
Rawson  had  very  small  means  when  he  came  to 
America,  but  at  his  death  he  left  a  valuable  estate 
to  his  family.  In  his  death  the  county  lost  a  most 
valued  citizen  and  the  Republican  party  one  of  its 
leading  thinkers.  Mrs.  Dell  is  an  active  and  effi- 
cient member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  both 
she  and  Mr.  Dell  are  esteemed  members  of  society 
and  enjoy  the  friendship  of  a  large  circle. 


♦^*C 


rl*^ 


JAMES  McLAREN.  This  gentleman  who  is 
the  head  of  a  numerous  and  highly  respect- 
ed family,  resides  on  section  34,  Lima 
Township,  where  his  excellent  farm  and  all 
its  belongings  speak  of  the  system  and  thorough- 
ness with  which  he  carries  on  his  business.  His 
father.  Daniel  McLaren,  a  native  of  Johnstown, 
Fulton  County.  N.  Y..  came  to  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  about  the  year  1830,  and  at  once  estab- 
lished himself  upon  a  farm  in  Lima  Township, 
where  he  lived  and  died.      His  marriage  took  place 


here  and  his  bride  was  Sarah,  daughter  of  Simon 
Winslow,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  who  had  been 
a  pioneer  in  New  York. 

To  our  subject's  parents  two  sons  were  born. 
Myron  and  .lames.  The  father  was  a  hard  work- 
ing man  and  cleared  considerable  land,  his  farm 
comprising  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  polit- 
ical views  in  his  early  life  and  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Free  Soil  Party,  and  was  in  earnest 
sympathy  with  the  new  movement  which  resulted 
in  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  although 
he  died  in  1850  before  its  complete  organization. 
He  was  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  New  Y'ork,  but 
was  not  active  in  this  order  after  coming  to 
Michigan. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1868  and  she 
was  deeply  mourned  not  only  by  her  sons,  but 
also  by  all  who  had  come  in  contact  with  her 
in  social  life.  James  McLaren  was  born  August 
9,  1835  in  Lima  Township,  which  has  ever  been 
his  home.  When,  at  reaching  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  he  fell  heir  to  one-third  of  his  father's 
estate,  he  thought  best  to  buy  out  his  mother's 
and  brothel's  interest  and  to  that  he  has  added  so 
that  he  now  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
most  of  which  is  well  improved. 

Mr.  McLaren  was  married  in  1855  to  Virginia, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Sarah  (Hospital)  Duncan. 
Mr.  Duncan  is  a  native  of  New  Y'ork,  being  born 
in  Schoharie  County  and  Mrs.  Duncan  was  born  in 
Leesburg.  Va.  They  were  the  parents  of  live 
daughters  and  two  sons.  They  came  to  Michigan 
in  1840  and  lived  in  Unadilla  Township.  Living- 
ston County  until  the  death  of  Mi's.  Duncan,  after 
which  he  removed  East  and  made  his  home  near 
Niagara  Falls,  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  a  second  time  married  to  Mary  Watson  who 
is  now  Mrs.  Ives  of  Chelsea.  Mich.  He  was  a  miller 
by  trade  and  a  contractor  and  fanner  and  was 
an  excellent  business  man.  He  filled  the  office  of 
.lust ice  of  the  Peace  when  he  was  living  in  Una- 
dilla Township  and  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
Republican  party. 

Seven  of  the  eleven  children  who  blessed  the 
borne  of  .lames  ami  Virginia  McLaren  are  still 
living,  namely:  Daniel,  John.  .lay.    Nellie.    Wilber, 
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Josephine  and  James.  Those  who  have  passed  to 
the  other  life  were  Medora,  Jennie,  Mary  and  Cora. 
General  farming  and  dairying  have  occupied  the 
attention  of  our  subject  and  in  both  of  them  he  has 
been  successful.  He  is  a  man  of  intelligence,  hav- 
ing largely  supplemented  by  reading  the  schooling 
of  his  boyhood  days  which  was  taken  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  the  academy  at  Grass  Lake.  He 
is  a  Master  Mason  in  the  Chelsea  Lodge.  He  was 
at  one  time  a  candidate  for  the  State  Legislature 
upon  the  Republican  ticket  to  which  party  he  has 
ever  been  attached  and  he  has  served  one  term  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  prefers  in  general  to  re- 
main in  the  quietude  of  farm  life. 


#hMM^§- 


iUSSEL  PARKER.  A  noble  class  of  men 
have  buiit  up  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Lima  Township  and  have  made  it  a  garden 
spot  in  the  great  commonwealth  of  Mich- 
Among  those  who  have  been  active  and 
efficient  in  the  work  is  he  whose  name  stands  at 
the  head  of  this  paragraph.  His  father,  Russel 
Parker,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
and  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Timothy  Parker,  whose 
birth  was  in  Massachusetts,  but  who  came  to  New 
York  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  was  a  local  preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  Washtenaw 
County,  Mich.,  when  a  young  man  and  took  up 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  Government  land 
in  Lima  and  Scio  Townships.  He  was  married  in 
Pittsfield,  Mich.,  to  Hannah  Cowen  of  New  York, 
and  to  them  were  born  seven  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. The  mother  died  in  Lima  Township  and 
subsequent  to  that  sad  event  the  father  married 
Rosetta  (Brown)  Williams  of  Oakland  County 
and  she  became  the  mother  of  four  sons  and  one 
daughter. 

Russel  Parker,  Sr.  came  to  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  in  1825,  and  was  thus  one  of  the  first 
pioneers  in  the  days  when  deer,  wolves  and  bears 
abounded.     He  was  the   first  Supervisor  of  Lima 


igan. 


Township  in  the  years,  1834-35  and  1836  and  was 
also  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was  a  hard- 
working man  and  left  his  impress  upon  the  county 
in  those  early  days  as  he  cleared  and  broke  a  great 
deal  of  land. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  22,  1845  in 
Lima  Township  and  has  since  resided  in  the 
county.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  attained 
his  majority,  working  on  the  farm  and  afterward 
rented  the  farm  belonging  to  Charles  Clements 
and  since  1879  has  resided  upon  that  fine  tract  of 
two  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  The  marriage  of 
Russel  Parker  and  Carrie  Clements  was  solemn- 
ized August  10,  1886.  This  lady  is  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Mary  (Bisenger)  Clements  of  whom 
further  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Charles  Clements  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in 
Lima  Township,  as  he  is  a  native  of  the  township 
and  here  spent  his  whole  life.  The  fine  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which  is  now  owned 
by  his  widow  came  to  him  by  inheritance.  He 
was  a  Master  Mason.  Mary  Bisenger  is  a  daughter 
of  Conard  Bisenger,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  an 
earl}-  settler  of  Scio  Township,  where  he  resided 
for  many  years.  He  now  resides  in  Ann  Arbor, 
and  is  a  well-to-do  man  and  a  retired  farmer, 
having  reached  the  age  of  ninety  years.  He  was 
a  pioneer  of  Scio  Township  and  he  and  his  good 
wife  who  died  in  that  township  reared  a  large 
family.  The  father  of  Charles  Clements  was 
Samuel  Clements,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
came  to  Michigan  in  1826,  and  taking  up  about 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  here  continued 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life  time. 


ILO  B.  SCIIAFFER.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  is  above  is  retired  from  the  active 
labors  to  which  he  has  devoted  himself 
since  his  return  from  the  war,  and  lives  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  handsome  home  which  he 
owns  at  No.  219  Oak  Street,  Ypsilanti,  where  he 
has  resided  for  forty  years.  Mr.  Schaffer  was  Bom 
in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  near  Geneva,  November 
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c.  L 844,  and  isason  of  David  and  Susan  (Frantz) 
Schaffer.  The  family  came  originally  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. Our  subject's  father  was  a  miller  by  occu- 
pation and  came  by  I >< >:it  to  Detroit  and  to  this 
city  in  185 1. 

( >ur  subjecl  's  Immediate  progenitor  first  engaged 
in  business  at  this  point  with  Chancey  Joslyn  in 
the  <ild  Eagle  .Mills.  He  remained  here  until  his 
death,  engaged  in  the  same  occupation.  His  de- 
cease occurred  December  12.  1859,  at  which  time 
he  left  a  widow  and  live  children,  there  being  three 
sons  and  two  daughters.  The  eldest  son  George 
is  engaged  in  the  harness  business  in  this  city; 
John  lives  in  Willis,  this  county;  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried Rufus  Keyser  of  this  city;  Rebecca  who  is 
the  wife  of  Spencer  II.  Beecherof  Lansing,and  our 
subject  who  is  the  youngest  of  the  family.  The 
mother  still  lives  at  the  age  of  eighty -six  years,  and 
resides  only  two  doors  distant  from  our  subject. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  Union  School  of  Ypsilanti  and  alter 
finishing  worked  for  David  Henning  in  this  city, 
from  the  time  he  was  fourteen  until  he  was  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  and  then  enlisted  in  Company 
A.  First  .Mulligan  Cavalry,  joining  the  army  in 
October.  1863.  He  was  sent  to  the  regiment  at 
Camp  Stoneman.  near  Washington,  where  they  re- 
mained during  the  winter  and  in  the  spring  they 
went  to  the  block  house  on  the  Potomac  in  order 
to  guard  the  acqueduct  near  Monocacy  Junction. 
They  remained  there  until  the  opening  of  the 
spring  campaign,  when.  May  fi,  the  army  crossed 
the  Rapidan  River  to  engage  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness. 

Our  subject  was  afterward  detailed  to  Custer's 
Brigade,  which  included  the  First,  Fifth. Sixth  and 
Seventn  Regiments  of  Michigan  Cavalry  and  the 
Twenty-Filth  New  York,  and  he  remained  in  this 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  doing  a  large 
amount  of  skirmish  and  cavalry  duty.  He  Was  in 
the  raid  that  was  made  on   Richmond   and   was  a 

participant   the  sec 1  Ulglll  of    the  battle    of    the 

Wilderness,     the     battle     being     fought     at     Yellow 

Tavern.     The  next    fighl    was   at    Chickahominy 

Swamp  and  the  following  battles  were  at  l'amunkie 
Kiver  and  at  old  Church,  June  l.  1864,  with  Lee's 
cavalry    and    at    (old    Harbor.   Tiwilian     Station. 


Mr.  Shaffer's  diary  chronicles  another  battle  which 
IS  dated  June  12.  It  states  that  August  11  the  di- 
vision that  he  was  with  met  the  artillery  and  sev- 
eral were  killed;  the  engagement  took  place  near 
Harper's  Ferry.  August  it;  a  battle  occurred  at 
the  Shenandoah  in  which  three  hundred  Union  sol- 
diers became  prisoners.  August  26  our  subject's 
regiment  was  cut  off  from  the  brigade  near  Sharps- 
burg.  August  29  another  sharp  skirmish  occurred 
and  Sunday  September  4  there  was  a  brisk  skirmish 
at  Berryville.  September  19  the  Union  troops 
drove  the  Confederates  to  Winchester  and  took  six 
hundred  prisoners.  September  24  a  skirmish  oc- 
curred near  Luray.  October  9  there  was  a  skir- 
mish from  the  rear  and  the  Union  troops  succeeded 
in  taking  a  number  of  prisoners,  artillery,  etc..  and 
our  subject  appropriated  a  fine  horse;  this  was  the 
battle  of  Kdinburg  when  Sheridan  was  but  twenty 
miles  away.  October  13  our  subject's  regiment 
captured  four  pieces  of  artillery  and  took  one  hun- 
dred prisoners.  October  19  a  vehement  charge 
was  made  at  Cedar  Creek  and  fifty-three  guns  were 
captured  and  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  He 
continued  with  Custer's  Brigade  until  the  review  at 
Washington  when  they  were  sent  West  by  boat  to 
St.  Louis,  from  Parkersburg.  Ya..  when  our  subject 
was  placed  in  the  marine  hospital,  from  which  he 
was  discharged  August  19,  1865. 

On  Mr.  Schaffer's  return  to  Ypsilanti  after  the 
war  he  became  an  employe  on  the  Michigan  Cen- 
tral Railroad,  beginning  as  a  brakeman  on  a  freight 
train  and  continuing  thus  for  three  years  and  then 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  freight  conductor 
and  was  thus  employed  for  ten  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  was  promoted  to  passenger  con- 
ductor and  for  ten  years  more  held  that  position. 
On  leaving  the  railroad  in  1888  he  had  put  in 
twenty-three  years  of  constant  work  on  the  rail- 
road. His  last  run  was  from  Detroit  to  Bay  City. 
Our  subject  made  Ypsilanti  his  home  during  his 
whole  connection  with  the  road,  since  1888  lie 
has  been  engaged  in  building  and  at  the  present 
time  is  interested  in  a  large  amount  of  reaj  estate 
in  the  city,  he  having  launched  into  business  just 
in  time  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  advance  prices. 

Mr.  Schaffer  is  a  member  of  the  Ma-onic  ord-r 
and    is    connected    with    the     Lodge.  Chapter  and 
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Council.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen  and  the  Protective  Association 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  Hall,  of 
Ypsilanti,  on  the  10th  of  October,  1880.  One 
son,  William,  was  born  October  10,  1886,  is  the 
fruit  of  this  union.  Our  subject  was  elected  in 
1890,  as  Alderman  for  the  Fourth  Ward,  which 
position  he  still  holds,  and  is  on  the  committees  on 
Fire  Department,  Salaries,  Supplies  and  Cemeteries, 
beinsr  the  favorite  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 


•■^i->-&- 


OHN  M.  SWEET,  who  is  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  but  has  long  been  a  resident 
of  Waslxtenaw  County,  was  born  in  Sara- 
toga County,  N.  Y.,  January  26,  1822,  his 
parents,  Ethan  and  Elizabeth  (Canfield)  Sweet, 
residing  there  upon  a  farm,  and  there  our  subject 
war  reared  until  he  reached  his  majority.  A  dis- 
trict school  gave  him  his  educational  advantages, 
and  these  were  supplemented  by  attendance  for 
two  years  at  a  boarding  school.  The  father  whs 
unfortunate  in  having  but  one  leg,  as  he  had  lost 
the  other  when  young  through  an  encounter  with 
an  ox. 

Our  subject  began  life  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
as  a  farmer  in  Saratoga  County.  N.  Y.,  and  con- 
tinued thus  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
nine  years,  living  eight  years  in  Monroe  County. 
His  marriage,  took  place  January  15,  181o,  his 
bride  being  Mary  S.,  daughter  of  Joseph  S.  Wood, 
a  saddler  and  harness-maker,  of  Saratoga  County. 
She  was  born  January  12,  1827,  and  had  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  William  Herbert,  who  was  born 
February  11,  1847,  and  is  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  in  Ypsilanti,  is  an  earnest  Christian 
and  was  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  a 
number  of  years;  George  ( >.,  and  George  Boardman 
who  died  in  infancy,  and  Elvira  and  Joseph  Frank- 
lyn  who  lived  to  maturity  and  then  died. 

He  of  whom  we  write  emigrated  to  Michigan  in 
March,  1863,  and  at  once  located  upon  the  site  of 


his  present  home.  This  property  had  been  some- 
what improved  but  was  in  a  poor  condition  and 
he  has  done  a  splendid  work  upon  it  and  has  put 
it  in  a  fine  condition  both  as  to  cultivation  and 
building.  During  all  these  years  he  has  carried  on 
mixed  farming  and  stock  growing.  A  nephew, 
Seward  L.  Sweet,  made  his  home  with  him  for  some 
time  but  was  taken  ill  and  died. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Sweet  lias  taken  an  in- 
telligent interest  and  votes  the  Prohibition  ticket 
but  has  never  sought  office  either  in  township  or 
county.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Ypsilanti  where  lie  has  been  a 
Deacon  and  Trustee  for  the  past  twenty-five  years. 
He  has  ever  been  a  great  worker  in  church  and 
Sunday-school.  Mrs.  Sweet  has  been  a  persistent 
worker  in  the  missionary  and  Sunda3T-sehool  work 
and  has  held  for  six  years  the  office  of  Association 
Secretary  of  foreign  missions  and  has  been  Presi- 
dent for  a  term  of  years  of  the  local  society  and  at 
present  holds  position  in  the  State  society  on  the 
Executive  Committee.  Their  son  who  resides  at  Yp- 
silanti was  graduated  at  the  High  School  there  and 
the  daughter,  Elvira,  who  died  in  1871,  was  profi- 
cient in  music  and  had  been  the  organist  in  the 
church  long  before  her  death.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 


-^•{••{••frggrs 


.  OMER  BKIGGS,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
1  is  agent  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company  at 
Ypsilanti,  also  proprietor  of  Briggs  line  of 
drays,  lie  was  born  in  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  near  Newbury,  February  12,  1833.  He  was 
reared  there  until  the  age  of  twelve  years  when  he 
removed  to  Gaylord's  Bridge.  His  father,  Homer 
Briggs,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  was  of 
Scutch  descent;  he  was  a  miller  at  Newburg.whence 
he  removed  to  Danbury, Conn.  He  came  to  Mich- 
igan and  resided  with  his  children  until  he  died  in 
Danville,  Ingham  County,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  His  mother,  Lucy  Hollister,  was  born  in 
Connecticut  and  died  there.  Eight  children  were 
born  to  her — five  girls  and  three  hoys.    ( )ur  subject 
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is  the  fourth  born  to  his  parents.  He  was  reared 
near  Newburg  where  lie  staid  until  he  was  twelve 
years  old.  His  school  advantages  were  quite  lim- 
ited; be  removed  from  Newburg  to  an  uncle  Briggs 
at  Gaylord's  Bridge,  where  he  was  keeper  of  a  res- 
taurant, in  which  our  subject  worked,  and  he  also 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade.  He  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1853,  settling  in  Williamsville,  Livingston 
County,  where  he  and  his  brother  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land,  cleared  and  sold  it.  then  worked  at  va- 
rious businesses.  In  1855,  he  came  to  Dexter,  this 
county,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes. 
In  1861  he  came  to  Yp-ilanti  and  was  employed 
in  the  dray  business,  beginning  with  one  dray  and 
now  running  three. 

In  1  Still  our  subject  began  the  delivery  of  oil 
for  the  Bloomfield  Oil  Company  of  Jackson.  In 
1889  he  became  the  agent  for  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  which  took  its  place.  He  handles  thou- 
sands of  "aliens  of  oil,  bottled  petroleum  oil  and 
gasoline.  He  owns  his  residence  on  "Washington 
and  Huron  Streets.  He  was  married  in  Ypsilanti 
to  Miss  I.ovina  Brower  who  was  born  in  Michigan. 
He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
fraternity,  but  is  not  now.  His  wife  is  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Briggs  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  quiet,  reserved 
gentleman  and  is  well  liked  by  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in   contact. 


i — 5  RASTUS  S.  COOPER.     The  beautiful  home 
I—       owned  by  the  gentleman  whose  name   is  at 

1_ •  the  head  of  this  sketch,  is  located  on  sec- 
tion 31,  Sylvan  Township.  His  farm  comprises 
one  hundred  and  seventy-three  and  two-thirds 
acres,  and  is  an  idea]  rural  abode.  On  another 
page  appeal-  a  view  of  the  house,  which  is  modem 
in  it-  construction  and  conveniences,  and  seems 
made  for  the  enjoyment  of  ideal  comfort.  The 
barns  are  capacious  and  sightly,  and  the  lay  of  the 
land  i-  Such  a-  to  make  the  whole  place  as  attract- 
ive as  can  be  desired.  Mr.  Cooper  takes  pride  in 
raising  fine-WOOl  sheep,  many  of  hi-  animals  being 
registered.     He  was  one  of  the  first  to  introduce 


Short-horn  cattle  in  his  section  of  the  country 
and  is  now  actively  engaged  in  raising  them,  hav- 
ing taken  many  prizes  with  his  tine  animals. 

Mr.  Cooper  was  b<  rn  May  1.  1836.  and  his  birth 
country  Canada.  He  is  a  son  of  Edmund  and 
Hannah  (Hemmingway )  Cooper,  natives  of  New 
York.  The  father  was  an  extensive  farmer  in  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  and  was  a  pioneer  in  Onta- 
rio County.  They  lived  and  died  in  Canada,  the 
mother's  decease  taking  place  in  18  11.  and  the 
father  passing  away  in  1858.  They  were  devoted 
Christian  people  of  high  manners  and  morals  and 
life-long  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  of 
which  the  father  was  an  Elder  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Cooper,  Sr.,  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Ontario  Bank,  and  also  a  large  stockholder. 
He  was  a  prominent  and  progressive  member  of 
social  and  commercial  life  in  the  locality  in  which 
he  lived.  Of  the  family  of  eight  children  horn  to 
the  parents  only  two  are  now  living,  they  being 
our  subject  and  Dr.  Aaron  W.  Cooper,  of  Fowler- 
ville,  Livingston  County,  this  State.  After  the 
death  of  our  subject's  mother  liis  father  again 
married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Mis-  Phoebe 
E.  II.  French,  of  Oshawa,  Canada.  By  this  union 
there  were  three  children,  one  of  whom  is  now 
living,  a  son,  who  is  known  as  Elgin  Cooper,  and 
now  a  resident  of  Oshawa.  The  mother  is  now  liv- 
ing with  this  son. 

Erastns  S.  Cooper  received  very  good  educa- 
tional advantages  at  Oshawa  Union  School,  where 
he  wa-  graduated  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  year-. 
Prior  to  that,  however,  he  had  worked  in  a  print- 
ing office  for  three  years.  He  was  reared  as  a 
farmer  boy,  and  after  finishing  his  education  he 
returned  to  the  home  farm,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years.  He  then  sold  his  interest  in  the  farm 
and  came  to  Michigan,  locating  in  this  township 
and  soon  purchasing  the  place  whereon  he  now 
lives.  He  has  made  upon  it  all  the  improvements 
which  have  made  it  unquestionably  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  the  locality. 

An  intelligent  and  thoughtful  man.  Mr.  Cooper 
is  well  titted  to  have  charge  of  the  local  legisla- 
tion, and  ha-  been  appointed  to  various  offices; 
He  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Supervisor  and 
Road  Commissioner,  besides  holding  various  other 
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mi  nor  offices.  For  five  years  he  rented  his  place 
and  moved  to  Detroit,  were  he  was  engaged  in 
commercial  life  for  two  yeais.  He  then  went  to 
East  Saginaw  and  engaged  the  wholesale  liquor 
business  for  three  years,  the  business  being  con- 
ducted under  the  firm  name  of  O.  B.  Cook  &  Co. 
After  that  our  subject  returned  to  his  place,  and 
has  since  made  it  his  home. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Cooper  was  solemnized 
December.'?!,  L  85  7,  when  he  was  made  one  with 
Miss  Lydia  A.  Wheaton,  of  Eaton  County,  Mich. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  A. Wheaton. 
Six  children  have  been  given  to  the  care  and 
guidance  of  our  subject  and  his  wife — Harold,  who 
was  bora  in  1858,  and  died  in  1885;  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Estella  Harmon  and  left  his  widow 
one  child — Ilallie.  Stanley  married  Lotta  Curtis. 
of  Grass  Lake  Townships  they  are  the  parents  of 
three  children — Lydia,  Katie,  and  Otis.  Loraine  is 
married  and  is  one  of  the  firm  of  ( ).  15.  Cook  & 
Co.  in  the  wholesale  liquor  business.  Ralph  mar- 
ried Ida  Knickerbocker;  one  child.  Zoa  has  come 
to  them.  They  live  in  Fishville,  Jackson  County. 
Kate  married  Conrad  Bedient,  a  farmer  in  Sanilac 
County,  this  State.  The  youngest  son  is  Hector. 
Mrs.  Cooper  died  in  1883  and  was  interred  al 
Grass  Lake.  She  was  an  accomplished  lady  of 
high  mental  attainments  and  was  a  graduate  of 
Charlotte  High  School,  this  State. 

Mr.  Cooper  contracted  a  second  marriage,  his 
bride  being  Miss  Ella  Gage  of  Sylvan  Township, 
this  county;  she  is  a  daughter  of  Reuben  ami 
Fanny  Gage.  Two  children  have  been  the  result 
of  this  union — Phoebe  and  Florence.  Our  subject 
is  a  Republican  and  a  Mason  and  an  acknowledged 
leader  in  every  enterprise  that  promises  to  be  in 
the  advantage  of  the  county. 


.ILLIAM  APRILL.  Among  the  German- 
American  families  of  Scio  Township,  aone 
is  better  known   for  earnest  industry  and 

devotion  to  dut}-  than  that  which  is  represented  by 
the  name  at  the  head  of  this  paragraph.  Our  sub- 
ject was  born  on  his  father's    homestead    which    is 


situated  on  section  32,  May  26,  1836.  His  father, 
Jacob,  married  Magdalena  Schnyder, in  New  York, 
in  1832,  having  come  to  the  United  States  three 
years  earlier  when  he  was  twenty-one  years  old. 
During  that  time  he  had  served  an  apprenticeship 
to  tin'  shoemaker's  trade  at  the  village  of  Schuyler, 
in  Herkimer  County.  His  wife  had  a  brother  Mar- 
tin Schnyder,  who  had  come  to  Michigan,  and  they 
followed  him  hither. 

When  they  came  to  Michigan  Mr.  Aprill  had  ac- 
cumulated about  $100,  although  he  had  been  in 
debt  when  he  came  to  this  country,  and  his  wife 
Saved  1100  from  her  wages  during  her  time  of  ser- 
vice, although  they  were  only  seventy-live  cents  a 
week.  She  was  born  in  Germany,  and  came  here 
in  her  early  girlhood.  Her  brother,  M.  Schnyder. 
has  three  daughters,  one  of  whom  is  the  wife  of  .1. 
II.  Sperry.  In  .Inly.  1831,  our  subject's  father  se- 
cured one  hundred  and  four  acres  of  Government 
land,  and  began  improvements  by  building  a  log 
cabin,  lie  at  once  set  to  work  at  his  trade,  ex- 
changing work  with  the  neighbors,  and  as  there  was 
but  one  shoemaker  in  Ann  Arbor,  ami  none  in  the 
country  welt'of  that  city .  he  had  a  good  run  of  cus- 
tom. His  wife  assisted  al  the  bench,  doing  the  sew- 
ing for  him  and  he  followed  the  trade  for  fifteen 
years.  Meii  would  come  ten  miles  in  those  days  to 
get  their  hoots  soled,  and  lie  hail  all  the  work  that 
he  could  do.  although  he  frequently  worked  all 
night. 

Mr.  Aprill  bought  up  more  land  and  made  a  farm 
of  about  three  hundred  and  forty  acres,  buying  at 
$16  an  acre,  and  selling  at  $93.  lie  continued  to 
live  on  the  old  farm  until  June  1,  1889,  making 
fifty-eight  years  of  residence  there  and  an  equal 
length  of  married  life  as  his  [aithful  and  devoted 
wife  passed  from  earth  only  nine  weeks  before  his 
ow  n  demise. 

Jacob  Aprill,  Sl\,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject 
came  from  Germany  about  the  \car  I842,and  made 
his  home  here  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight.  He  had  bul  the  one  son.'.laeoh.  and  hisstcp- 
sister  who  came  oxer  with  him  and  died  here  some 
four  or  five  years  ago  at  an  advanced  age.  having 

made  her    home    with    her    step-brother,    for    many 

years.      Five    of  the    children    granted    to   Jacob 
Aprill.    diet]    in   childhood.      One  son,  Jacob,  who 
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died  in  September,  L880,a1  theagcof  thirty-seven, 
lit  i  a  widow  and  family,  who  reside  near  Williams- 
ton  on  a  farm.  One  daughter,  Mary,  died  April 
3,  1860,  when  a  young  l:i<ly  of  nineteen,  and  the 
remaining  members  of  the  family  are:  William 
George,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead;  and 
Louisa,  who  makes  her  home  with  him. 

Our  subjeel  remained  al  home  until  he  was  fully 
twenty-five  years  old,  and  was  married  April  1. 
1861,  to  Miss  Mary  Keck,  daughter  of  Martin  Keck, 
uf  Scio,  who  had  come  from  Germany  when  she 
was  about  seventeen  years  of  age.  Her  father  died 
here  sonic  ten  years  since  on  section  :!:!.  and  his 
son,  Martin,  still  lives  on  the  old  homestead.  An- 
other son,  Michael  Keck,  died  lasl   fall. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Aprill  bought  land  on  sec- 
tion 33,  and  on  this  ninety-live  acres  he  lived  for 
twenty-two  years.  He  has  since  added  to  it  until 
he  had  at  one  time  five  hundred  acres,  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  of  which  he  has  now  given  to  his 
son.  and  he  still  keeps  fully  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  He  keeps  sheep,  cattle  and  other 
stock  sufficient  for  farm  purposes.  In  18H3  he  built 
the  house  and  barn,  a  view  of  which  may  be  seen 
elsewhere. 

Our  subject  was  Township  Treasurer  when  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age,  and  served  for  two  terms,  lie 
lias  since  tilled  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Highway  Commissioner,  and  was  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Poor  for  six  years,  filling  that  office 
until  18.HH.  Although  his  sympathies  are  with  the 
Democratic  party,  he  is  not  much  of  a  politician, 
as  he  always  looks  to  the  fitness  of  a  man  for  the 
office,  rather  than  to  the  dictum  of  the  party  leaders. 
His  father's  political  views  agreed  with  his.  lie  is 
ever  helpful  in  church  work,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  the  Fair  Asso- 
ciation finds  an  active  worker  ill  him.  Mr.  Aprill 
has  met  with  heavy  reverses,  and  the  loss  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  through  the  perfidy  of  others 
whom  lie  had  assisted  and  befriended,  yet  he  stands 
firm  as  a  rock,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  ablest  men 
in  the    county.      He  has  a   valuable    block    of    store 

buildings  in  Ann  Arbor  which  brings  in  a  satisfac- 
tory revenue,  and  hiseverj  enterprise  has  been  sui 
cessful. 

The  beautiful  and  tasteful  home  of   our    subjei  I 


is  the  center  of  a  delightful  family  life,  and  the 
children  who  have  been  granted  to  him  ami  his  good 
wife  are  a-  follows:  Jacob  I..  William.  John  M.. 
Emanuel,  Gustaf  Edward,  ^.dolph,  Mary,  Lydia  I... 
Emma  G.,  Caroline  and  George  Robert.  John  and 
George  have  passed  from  earth:  Jacob  married 
Caroline  Staebler,  and  lives  near  his  father;  Will- 
iam married  Mary  staebler.  and  carries  on  the 
Staebler  farm  of  ninety-three  acres;  the  remaining 
children  arc  still  beneath  the  parental  roof. 
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RQF.  GEORGE  FOSTER  KEY.      The   able 

assistant  in  the  mathematical  department  of 
the  State  Normal  School,  i-  the  gentleman 
whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 
He  held  the  position  above  referred  to  for  seven 
years,  but  at  the  close  of  the  term  in  June.  1891, 
hesevered  his  connection  with  the  Normal  School 
in  order  to  pursue  a  course  of  study  m  electrical 
engineering  in  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann 
Arbor.     Prof.  Key  is  a  native  of  England,  having 

been  born  in  Horncastle,  Lincolnshire.  October  Li. 
1860.      lie  is  a  son  of  John  and  Maria  Key. 

Our  subject  was  orphaned  while  a  little  lad,  his 
father  dying  when  he  was  four  years  old  and  hi- 
mother  the  following  year.  At  the  age  of  eleven 
George  came  to  Fpsilanti  and  worked  for  four 
years  in  the  Peninsular  paper  mill  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  entered  the  Normal  School 
with  the  determination  to  pursue  the  scientific 
course.  This  he  did.  continuing  his  studies  with 
great  honor  to  himself,  and  on  graduating  in  1883, 
he  was  tendered  a  position  as  instructor  ill  math- 
ematics in  his  alma  mater,  which  he  accepted.  The 
year  after  that  he  entered  the  University  and  pur- 
sued the  study  Of  Civil  Engineering,  bul    in    1885 

he  returned  to  the  Normal  School  and  continued 
there  until  the  present  time,  lie  was  advanced 
gradually  from  the  position  of  tutor  to  the  assistant 
professorship  in  mathematics  in  bs>7.  Prof.  Pel- 
lows  being  the  incumbent  in  full  of  the  chair. 

During  the  time  that  Prof.  Key  has  been  engag- 
ed iii  the   Normal  he   ha-   never  relinquished    the 
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pursuit  uf  his  own  studies,  all  of  which  have  tend- 
ed toward  the  engineering  degree  and  it  is  his  ex- 
pectation now  to  continue  in  the  University  until 
he  has  acquired  the  envied  title.  The  facts  as 
above  stated  will  show  without  any  embellishment 
with  what  ambition  and  determination  our  subject 
has  adhered  to  his  purpose  to  become  an  educated 
man.  He  has  been  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  and 
this  fact,  combined  with  the  fine  reputation  which 
he  has  made  both  as  a  scholar  and  a  teacher,  should 
encourage  the  many  young  people  who  are  desir- 
ous of  progressing,  but  are  limited  as  to  means. 
Prof.  Key  was  an  orphan  and  without  means,  but 
by  working  and  waiting  and  mounting  step  by 
step  he  has  risen  to  his  present  honored    position. 

Socially  the  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to  the  Lodge. 
Chapter  and  Council  of  Ypsilanti  and  the  Com- 
mandery  at  Ann  Arbor,  which  he  entered  in  18K<). 
He  has  been  Junior  Warden  twice.  Our  subject 
lias  taken  unto  himself  a  life  companion,  his  bride 
being  Miss  Caroline  Whittemore  Hawkins. 

Prof.  Key  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  library.  Per- 
haps its  most  valuable  works  are  on  the  specialty 
to  which  our  subject  has  devoted  himself — that  of 
mathematics — but  he  also  possesses  a  fine  collection 
of  the  best  standard  English  authors.  Among  the 
books  which  he  prizes  is  found  DeMorgan's  "  Cal- 
culus," which  is  very  rare  and  seldom  found  in 
private  libraries.  Besides  its  value  to  our  subject, 
it  has  an  intrinsic  value  of  at  least  815  per  volume. 
One  also  finds  Price  on  "  Infinitesimal  Calculus  " 
and  three  works  by  Frost,  Newton's  Principia  and 
Frost's  Solid  Geometry.  These  last-named  works 
are  also  very  rarely  found  in  private  libraries.  He 
has  moreover  two  French  works  by  Serret  and 
Biot,  the  first  being  "  Traite  D'  Astrononomie 
Physique  "  in  live  volumes  and  a  translation  of 
Plato.  Mr.  Key  is  fully  able  to  appreciate  these 
rare  works,  as  he  himself  is  a  French  student.  He 
also  possesses  a  bibliological  curiosity  in  the  work 
"Methods  of  Fluxions  and  Infinite  Scries  with  its 
application  to  geometry  and  curved  lines,"  by  the 
inventor  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Kl,  translated  by  John 
Colson  in  1736,  and  published  tin1  same  year.  It 
is  a  remarkably  well-kept  volume.  He  also  has 
the  works  of  Edmund  Gunter,   that  contains    the 


description  of  the  Sector  Cross  Staff.  It  was  pub- 
lished in  165:5.  and  the  much-used  and  old  phrase 
•'according  to  Gunter"  originated  in  it.  His 
whole  library  is  not,  however,  taken  up  by  these 
rare  old  volumes  that  the  majority  of  people  would 
find  dull  and  uninteresting,  having  besides  the 
standard  English  writers  and  many  modern  works 
of  fiction.  lie  has  live  volumes  of  Latin  works  on 
mathematics.  He  also  has  Nicholas  Nickelby  of 
the  first  edition  with  illustrations  by  Phiz,  which 
in  cloth  cost  him  115.  Prof.  Key  has  made  a  study 
of  architecture  and  during  his  spare  time  has  done 
considerable   work  in  that  line. 
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^^EORGE  II.  MITCHELL,  the  owner  of  a  fine 
if  <~w)  t:,nn  located  on  section  28,  Lima  Township, 
\^i»J  is  one  of  the  native-born  citizens  of  this 
county,  who  have  contributed  so  largely  to  its  de- 
velopment. His  father,  John  Mitchell,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  but  of  Scotch  descent,  and  was  an 
infant  when  he  was  brought  by  bis  parents  to  this 
country,  lie  was  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  four 
sons  and  three  daughters.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  he  went  to  New  Orleans  and  worked  at  his 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  lie  was  married  to  a  Miss 
Dean,  who  died  leaving  two  children,  Aaron  D. 
and  William  1).,  both  deceased.  Afterward  Mr. 
Mitchell  married  Miss  Sherwood,  of  Seneca  County. 
N.  Y..  and  two  children  were  born  of  this  union. 
John  and  Rebecca. 

His  wife  dying  after  he  came  to  Michigan  in 
1831,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  again  married,  choosing  as 
his  wife  Emcline  E.  Hurlbut,  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  the  following  is  the  record  of  the  children 
born  of  this  union:  Mary,  deceased;  Hannah  I..: 
Salla  A.,  the  widow  of  Byron  A.  Crane,  and  a 
teacher  in  Port  Huron;  Eliza, a  student  in  the  medi- 
cal dispensary  of  Boston,  and  a  graduate  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  Universit)  of  .Michigan 
in  the  Class  of  '78,  now  enjoying  an  extensive 
practice  in  Kansas  City,  where  -he  has  been  located 

since    1.S7.S.    and    George    II..    the    subject    of    this 

sketch.     In  1*31  the  father  of  this  family   Located 
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on  two  hundred  acresof  Government  land  in  Lima 
Township,  which  he  owned  until  death,  and  which 
is  dow  owned  bj  our  subject.  John  Mitchell  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  he  was  a  Republican,  lie  died  in  1  s7-">. 
and  in  the  same  hour  of  his  decease,  his  wife  also 
passed  away. 

George  II.  Mitchell  was  born  February  27.  1848, 
in  Lima  Township,  upon  the  farm  which  he  now 
owns,  lie  received  a  good  education,  attending 
High  Sch<»>l. 'it  Ann  Arbor,  and  graduating  from 
the  Eastern  Business  College  (New  York)  in  1876. 
In  1880  he  married  Emma  I...  the  daughter  ol 
Stephen  Easton,  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  In  an 
early  day  Mr.  Easton  removed  to  New  York,  whi  n 
lie  married  Mary  Field,  a  native  of  New  York,  and 
three  children  were  horn  to  them.  The  father  died 
in  1ST.'!,  in  the  Empire  State,  and  the  mother  mar- 
ried again  in  187(1.  when  she  became  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Durand.  They  settled  in  Sylvan  Town- 
ship, where  Mr.  Durand  died  in  1887;  the  widow 
now  resides  in  Chelsea. 

Si  "hilly.  Mr.  Mitchell  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  belonging  to  Chelsea  Blue  Lodge,  No. 
156,  and  the  Chapter  at  Grass  Lake.  He  has  al- 
ways been  an  active  Republican,  and  has  served  as 
Township  Treasurer  one  term  and  School  Inspector 
two  years.  Mrs.  Mitchell  belongs  to  the  Presby- 
terian (  lunch. 


1     \  1H  111 .N    QUEAL.      Washtenaw     County    is 
Lv    conspicuous  for  its  magnificenl   farms  that 
*    \      are  faultless  in  way  of  manamnient  and  the 
order    in    which    they   arc    kept.      Those    in 
Webster  Township  arc  especially    advantageously 
located,  the  land  being  rolling  and  well-watered, 
fertile  and  productive.      No  one  is  to  he  more  com- 
plimented on  1  he  perfect    method    and    Order    with 
which  their  agricultural  affairs  are  conducted  than 
he    whose     Dame    is   above.      He    i>    a    fanner    and 
stock-raiser    on     section    28,    where    he    ha-    a    line 

home,  the  hou-e  being  commodious  and  attractive, 


with  capacious  and  well-filled  barns  and  granaries. 
The  Bclds  are  wide  spreading  and  productive.  Mr. 
Queal  was  horn  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1825. 

.Mr.  Queal  i-  .i  -on  of  Henry  M.  and  Eliza  (Ben- 
nett) Queal,  both  Datives  of  the  Empire  state. 
The  former  was  horn  September  '-'7.  1801, and  died 
duly  21.  1886.  Iii  1834  our  subject's  parents 
came  to  Washtenaw  County  and  built  themselves 
a  home  in  the  then  Territory.  Numbered  among 
the  earliest  settlers  as  a  man  of  tine  judgmenl  and 
.having  the  confidence  of  all  his  neighbors,  he 
became  an  influential  and  leading  citizen  in  the 
community,  and  of  high  standing  among  his 
neighbors,  all  of  whom  were  hi-  friends.  Three 
years  after  coming  to  Michigan,  the  elder  Mr. 
Queal  suffered  the  loss  of  his  life  companion  and 
from  that  time  hi-  two  daughters  were  his  special 
care  and  comfort,  they  being  the  house-keepers  for 
1  i i in  for  years.  He  survived  his  wife  nearly  half  a 
century  hut  her  memory  was  cherished  to  such  an 
extent  that  none  other  ever  took  her  place  in  his 
affection.  The  family  that  came  to  this  couple 
were  named  as  follows:  Dora  died  April  15,  1850 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  :  (  reorge  died  March  :i  1 .  1856 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three:  Reuben  i>  he  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  -ketch:  Jane  is  now 
Mrs.  Nicholas  Van  Nichols,  of  Webster  and  Adelia 
is  Mrs.  John  Kenny,  of  Webster. 

Our  subjeel  was  hut  ten  year-  of  aire  when  his 
father  came  to  this  State  and  from  that  time  to 
tin-  present  has  successfully  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming  in  this  vicinity,  lie  is  now  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  richly 
cultivated  land  that  hear-  the  best  of  improve- 
ment-. Mr.  Queal 's  marriage  took  place  in  1856, 
when  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mi—  Laura 
Kinney,  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  was  born  in 
August,  1827.  Her  parent-  were  among  the  firsl 
settlers  of  the  county,  coming  here  in  1819.  Mrs. 
Kinney  died  while  making  her  home  with  her 
daughter,  February  2.  1886,  a1  the  age  of  ninety- 
years.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  John 
i  pbell  and  was  born  at  Poultney,  VtFebruary 
21.  17'J2.  Her  marriage  with  Mr.  Kinney  took 
January    12.  1814. 

Our  Subject  and  his  wife  are  tie'  parent-  of    four 

children  who  have  now   reached  years  of  manhood 
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and  womanhood  and  are  intelligent  and  capable 
additions  to  society.  The  eldest  Is  Nellie  who  be- 
came Mrs.  William  Parson;  Kate  married  K.  II. 
C'adm;  Henry  M.  took  to  wife  Miss  Kale  Ball  and 
is  a  farmer  in  Hamburg  Township,  Livingston 
County;  Dorr  is  now  a  young  man  of  twenty-six. 
having  been  born  in  July,  1865;  he  is  now  the 
manager  of  his  father's  farm  and  enjoys  to  a  plea- 
sing degree  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
people  who  know  him. 


-;^:- 


ON.  BENJAMIN  WHEDON  WAITE.  This 
retired  farmer  who  now  resides  in  Dexter 
was  born  in  Cayuga  County.  N.  Y.,  Oct- 
ober 13,  1811.  His  father,  Benjamin,  was 
a  native  of  New  York  and  his  great  grandfather, 
the  Rev.  Benjamin  Waite,  was  a  Baptist  minister 
of  English  birth  who  came  to  this  country  at  an 
early  day.  The  father  of  our  subject  served  in 
the  Home  Guards  during  the  War  of  1812  and  his 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Polly  Whedon, 
was  born  in  Vermont  and  there  spent  her  days 
until  her  marriage. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  in  a  family  of  live 
who  lived  to  maturity  and  three  of  them  are  now 
living,  one  brother  now  making  his  home  in  Cold- 
water,  although  he  formerly  resided  in  Washtenaw 
County,  and  one  sister,  Emeline  J.,  a  maiden  lady. 
is  living  with  our  subject  and  has  long  been  ident- 
ified with  Washtenaw  County. 

The  father  died  in  1821  while  yet  a  young  man 
and  the  widow  and  family  lived  in  Aurelius,  X.Y.. 
until  1839.  Benjamin  had  married  upon  the  24th 
of  May,  1834,  and  in  1837  as  his  wile's  friends 
had  come  to  Michigan  lie  followed  here  and  after 
remaining  for  a  short  time  returned  and  sold  out 
his  interest  in  the  East  and  in  September,  1839, 
brought  hither  the  entire  family,  consisting  of 
mother,  two  sisters,  two  brothers,  his  wife  anil  two 
children.  lie  secured  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  new  land  and  began  to  build  a  home,  liv- 
ing on  the  farm  until  18(j(j  since  which  he  has 
made  his  home  in  the  city.     He  added  'to  his  pro- 


perty from  time  to  time  until  it  comprised  two 
hundred  and  forty-eight  acres.  His  mother  lived 
until  1862,  when  she  passed  away,  having  complet- 
ed seventy-three  years  of  faithful  and  devoted  life. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Lois  Ann  Hicks  and  she  was  born  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  January  I'll.  1814.  Her  parents, 
Wheaton  and  Lois  (Cole)  Hicks,  were  both  of 
Rhode  Island  birth  and  were  Baptists  in  their  reli- 
gious belief.  The  family  of  our  subject  consisted  of 
five  children,  namely  :  Annetta  II.,  Benjamin  W., 
Jr.,  Clay,  Wirt,  and  Delia.  Annetta  is  the  widow 
of  Prof.  Watson,  the  noted  astronomer.  B.  W. 
lives  in  Grand  Rapids  and  Wirt  in  Colfax.  Wash. 
Delia  is  Mrs.  Dr.  T.  J.  Litter  of  Dexter,  and  Clay 
died  in  childhood. 

Lor  four  years  Mr.  Waite  was  president  of  Wash- 
tenaw County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
and  gave  to  this  corporation  his  personal  atten- 
tion. He  was  Superintendent  of  the  Poor  of  this 
county  for  twenty-two  years,  and  was  devoted  in 
his  care  for  the  unfortunates.  In  his  politic- 
al views  he  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Republican 
party  which  he  has  served  faithfully  in  important 
stations  having  been  a  member  of  the  Legislature 
in  1848  and  1849  and  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  in  1850.  It  was  on  the  Whig 
ticket   that  he  was  elected  to   both    of    these    bodies 

and  previous  to  that  he  had  been  Supervisor  for 
eighl  years.  At  the  lime  of  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party  he  supported  that  movement  and 
although  he  was  made  a  delegate  to  the  convention 
at  Jackson  he  failed  to  attend  it.  lie  is  a  Baptist 
in  his  faith  although  not  a  member  of  any  church, 
but  sympathizes  with  his  wife  in  her  religious 
connection. 


=!*+» 


-<  LSTAYE  A.  DE  FRIES,  lie  whose  name  is 
at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  the  contractor 
and  superintendent  of  the  finishing  depart- 
ment of  the  Michigan  Furniture  Company,  which 
is  located  at  Ann  Arbor.  Mr.  DeFries  is  a  native 
of  Switzerland,  the  country  that  produces  the  tin- 
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est  skilled  workmen  in  woods.  He  is  well  fitted 
i.  i  the  responsible  position  that  he  holds,  beingan 
artist  in  his  line  as  well  us  a  practical,  technical 
workman.     He  was   bom    April  l'T.  1848,  and  is  a 

- f Jacob  and  Elizabeth    DeFries.     The   father 

died  when  our  subject  was  bu1  four  years  old,  hence 
the  lad    was  made  self-responsible  at  an  early  age. 

Gustave  was  the  second  youngest  of  four  chil- 
dren born  to  bis  parents.  He  entered  school  in  his 
native  land  when  five  years  old,  leaving  the  High 
School  when  eighteen  years  of  age.  at  which  time 
he  was  graduated.  Uis  father  was  a  merchant  and 
his  business  affairs  were  left  in  good  shape  at  the 
time  Of  his  death,  so  that  his  family  was  not  ham- 
penal  for  pecuniary  resources. 

Soon  after  leaving  the  High  Scl 1    our  subject 

sailed  for  the  United  States  on  a  visit,  not  intend- 
ing at  that  time  to  locate,  being  at  the  time  nine- 
teen years  of  age.  lie  landed  in  New  York  City 
and  spent  some  little  time  in  visiting  various  por- 
tions of  the  East  and  South,  going  in  the  latter 
direction  as  far  as  .Memphis,  Tenn..  where  he  had  a 
brother,  who  is  still  residing  there.  After  spend- 
ing some  time  there  he  came  to  Detroit,  thence 
visited  Saginaw  and  other  cities  of  the  North  and 
finally  made  a  tour  through  Canada.  After  pros- 
pecting tin'  country  thus  thoroughly,  our  subject 
determined  to  locate  in  Ann  Arbor,  believing  it  to 
he  as  promising  a  business  point  as  any  city  he  has 
seen.  He  came  here  in  lKi;,X  and  has  since  made  it 
his  home  and  place  of  business. 

On  first  settling  in  this  city  Mr.  Del-Vies  went  to 
work  for  John  Keck  &  Co..  who  were  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  furniture,  lie  became  foreman 
of  the  finishing  department  and  held  that  position 
until  it  was  made  a  -lock  company  in  1881,  when 
our  subject  became  a  stockholder  and  was  given 
control  of  the  purchase  of  material,  and  has  con- 
trol of  the  finishing  department.  From  twenty  to 
thirty  workmen  arc  engaged  in  the  different 
departments  and  are  under  his  superintendence. 

The  furniture  turned  out  by  the  Michigan  Com- 
pany is  of  line  and  artistic  designs  and  very  supe- 
rior finish,  and  although  the  institution  is  still 
young,  it  is  one  of  the  principal  industries  of  Ann 
Arbor.  In  June,  1868,  the  original  of  our  sketch 
was  united  in  marriage    to    Miss    Dora    Spochr.    of 


Ann  Arbor.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Michael  and 
.Mary  Spochr.  her  parent-  being  natives  Of  <  .crinany. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeFries  have  Keen  very  happy  in 
their  marital  life.  They  are  the  parents  of  six 
children,  there  being  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. Edward  J.,  the  eldest  son.  is  alreadj  of  assist- 
ance to  his  father  ill  the  factory.  The  others  are 
Helen.  Charlie  A..  (Millie.  I)  ira  and  William. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  associated  in  their 
religious  belief  with  the  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and,  as  usual,  their  church  relations  gov- 
ern to  a  great  extent  their  entire  social  relations. 
The  home  of  our  subject  is  a  very  beautiful  one. 
located  on  the  corner  of  William  Street  and  Fourth 
Avenue.  It  is  a  palatial  brick  residence,  which  is 
attractive  without  an<l  charming  within.  Here  is 
dispensed  a  most  pleasing  hospitality  to  the  friends 
and  intimates  of  the  family. 


!-SH+=* 


I  SAAC    P.  SAVERY.      Prominent    in    agricult- 
ural and  church  circles  and  in  the  social  orders 

1  is  he  of  whom  we  write,  who  resides  on  section 
12.  Lima  Township,  where  he  carries  on  general 
farming,  making  Merino  sheep  a  specialty.  His 
father  was  Isaac  Savery.  a  native  of  Massachusetts. 
Isaac  P.  Savery  was  born  October  28,  1838,  in 
the  Stale  of  .Massachusetts,  and  was  ten  years  old 
when  the  family  removed  to  New  York,  and  there 
remained  until  1859  when  he  came  to  Washtenaw 
County,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  He  was 
married  in  New  York,  November  22.  1851,  to 
Mary  lilakesly.  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Blakesly. 

Seven  children  have  blessed  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Savery.  namely:  Alice  .1..  I.ibby  A.,  (ora 
I!..  Mary  (i..  George  I..  Myrtie  M.  and  hie  A.  and 
they  have  had  the  inexpressible  grief  of  laying 
away  in  the  grave  three  of  thi-  number.  Alice, 
(ora  and  Mary.  It  was  in  1859  Mr.  Savery  came 
to  this  county  and  has  lived  on  the  farm  where  he 
at   present   reside-  ever  since. 

The  Baptist  Church  receives  the  active  co-opera- 
tion of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Savery   and   some    years  ago 
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their  son  George  and  daughter  Mary  united  with 
them  in  the  communion  of  this  body.  From  the 
time  of  the  organization.of  the  Republican  party, 
our  subject  has  been  one  of  its  earnest  members 
and  workers.  In  every  department  of  life  this 
family  does  its  share  in  forwarding  the  interests  of 
the  community  and  promoting  the  well  being  of 
all  with  whom  they  have  to  do. 


HSf 


b=-^=^i» 


1  SAAC  BISBEE  was  born  in  Springfield  Town- 
ship, Windsor  County.  Yl.,  January  1,  1813, 
his  parents  being  Elisha  and  Mary  (Grout) 
Bisbee.  In  the  early  settlement  of  the  Northwest- 
ern Territory  his  maternal  grandfather,  Asa  Grout, 
when  a  child  was  captured  by  the  Indians,  and 
with  a  brother  and  their  mother  was  carried  into 
Canada,  where  lie  was  held  three  or  four  years  a 
prisoner.  The  original  ancestor  of  the  family  in 
America  was  Thomas  Bisbee,  who  came  to  Plymouth 
Hock  a  few  years  after  the  landing  of  the  "May- 
flower." Elisha  Bisbee  served  through  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  given  a  Captain's  commission. 

Isaac  Bisbee  was  the  seventh  among  thirteen 
children  who  grew  to  maturity.  I  lis  father  died 
on  the  old  homestead  about  1841;  his  mother  sur- 
vived to  see  all  her  children  married  and  settled  in 
homes  of  their  own,  and  died  about  1872.  Of  the 
family  six  arc  now  living.  Our  subject  remained 
at  home  until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  and  in  his 
youth  learned  the  trades  of  a  carpenter  and  mill- 
wright. In  1834,  with  his  brother  Aaron,  he  came 
to  Michigan,  settling  in  Ann  Arbor  and  following 
his  trade  there  until  1843.  At  times  he  found  em- 
ployment in  a  machine  shop.  In  1843  he  secured 
some  land  which  he  at  once  commenced  to  im- 
prove. He  now  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  good  land,  and  devotes  his  attention  closely 
to  general  farming.  He  has  served  the  people  in 
various  public  capacities,  filling  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  eighteen  years,  and  holding  other 
local  positions. 

October  2!>.  1835,  Mr.  Bisbee  was  married  to 
Miss  Amanda,  the  daughter  of  Phineas  Fox,   who 


came  to  New  York  in  1831,  and  settled  on  land  ad- 
joining the  Bisbee  farm.  He  resided  in  this  county 
until  1840,  removing  then  to  Ingham  County, 
where  he  died.  Mrs.  Bisbee  was  born  in  Penn  Yan 
X.  Y.,  on  the  13th  of  November,  1815,  and  died 
February  25.  1891,  in  her  seventy-sixth  year. 
She  was  a  woman  of  energy  and  strong  consti- 
tution, and  her  death  was  sudden,  occurring  at 
night  after  she  had  retired  in  her  usual  health. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bisbee  had  a  family  of  six  children, 
viz:  Isadore,  now  Mrs.  II.  N.  Doty;  Adeline,  wife 
of  Orlando  Lathrop,  of  Ann  Arbor;  Benjamin,  of 
Seward  County,  Kan.;  Albert,  who  resides  in  Tus- 
cola  County;  Orson,  who  makes  his  home  in  An- 
trim County;  and  Edwin, who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. Politically,  Mr.  Bisbee  is  a  Republican,  and 
has  served  as  a  delegate  to  county  and  local  con- 
ventions. 


JJOSIAII  C1IILDS.  Among  the  representative 
venerable  and  octogenarian  citizens  of  Wash- 
tenaw County,  and  one  who  is  a  splendid 
type  of  the  enterprise,  industry  and  self  re- 
liance of  the  early  Michigan  pioneer,  we  are  pleased 
to  introduce  to  our  readers  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Mr.  Childs  is  a  native  of  Merrimac 
County,  X.  II.,  and  was  born  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1811.  He  is  a  son  of  Josiah  and  Abigail  (Ward) 
fluids.  His  parents  were  natives  of  his  own  na- 
tive State.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the 
place  where  he  was  born,  and  from  early  boy- 
hood has  been  engaged  in  farming.  He  received  a 
common-school  education,  and  for  a  short  time  at- 
tended the  academy.  In  1836  he  emigrated  to 
Michigan,  remaining  here  for  three  years,  and  then 
returned  to  his  home. 

Mr.  Childs  was  married  May  Hi.  1843,  to  Miss 
Louisa  Toombs,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and 
born  in  April,  1811.  They  took  up  the  earnest 
question  of  life  together  and  as  the  years  went  by 
a  family  grew  up  about  them  of  whom  four 
are  living  at  the  present  time.  They  are  Ad- 
dison, Anna  G..  Josiah  S.  and  Rosella.     Addison  is 
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mi  the  present  time  residing  in  Lansing,  Mich.;  he 
served  as  a  private  in  the  Civil  War.  Anna  ••.  is 
the  «  ife  of  I  >avid  Horner,  of  Tuscola  County,  this 
stale;  Josiah  S.  lives  in  this  vicinity;  Rosella  is 
the  wife  of  Prof.  I).  W.  Duffield,  and  an  ediucator 
of  much  prominence.  Mrs.  Duffleld  is  an  accom- 
plished musician,  and  has  been  for  some  this  a 
teacher  in  thai  branch  of  art. 

In  1843  our  subject  with  his  wife  left  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  sel  out  for  Michigan.  They  came  to 
Buffalo  by  rail  and  thence  came  by  way  of  the 
lakes  to  Detroit,  and  from  that  point,  by  rail  to 
Washtenaw  County.  In  his  first  trip  several  years 
previous,  Mr.  Childs  traveled  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  Troy.  N.  V.  by  stage  over  the  Green  Moun- 
tains. From  there  he  proceeded  in  the  same  way 
i"  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  and  thence  came  to  Buffalo 
by  wa\  of  the  Erie  Canal,  the  trip  occuping  four- 
teen days.  From  Buffalo  he  proceeded  to  his  des- 
tination by  »a\  of  the  lakes,  landing  at  Detroit 
and  thence  coming  to  this  county  by  tram. 

In  1843  our  subject  settled  on  section  15,  Au- 
gusta Township,  and  has  here  resided  ever  since. 
He  located  in  the  woods,  putting  up  a  small  frame 
house  in  which  lie  and  his  wife  resided  for  several 
years.  He  earlj  identified  himself  with  the  gov- 
ernmental interests  of  the  locality  and  served  for 
two  terms  as  Treasurer  of  Augusta  Township,  and 
for  seventeen  years  in  succession  he  filled  the  office 

Of    .lu>lie'    Of     the    1'eaee.       lie    has    witnessed    the 

growth  of  the  country  front  primitive  wildness  to 
its  present  nourishing  agricultural  condition.  He 
well  remembers  allaying  the  fears  of  his  young  "ife 

aroused    by    the    howling    of    the    wolves   at   not  so 

great  a  distance  IV their  little  home.     Deer  and 

other  wild  game  abounded  in  the  woods. 

Our  subject  now  owns  seventy  acres  of  land 
which  he  conducts  still  with  great  discretion.  Whin 
he  came  to  Michigan  he  was  the  victim  of  poor 
health  and  the  climate  did  much  tor  him.  hence  he 
concluded  to  cast  hi-  fortune  with  the  settlers  of 
the  Wolverine  Mate.  A  man  of  natural  piety, 
Mr.  Childs  has  been  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  for  many  years,  and  when  the  com- 
munity was  without  a  pastor,  he  used  to  read 
sermon-  and  so  filled  the  \  acancy  as  well  as  possible 
and  has  always  taken   an  active  interest  in  church 


work.     Mr.  Childs  was  Superintendent  of  the  ftrsi 
Sunday-school  in  this  locality,  and  has  served  us 

Deacon  of  his  church  since  the  organization  of  that 
body. 

Ever  observant  of  all  the  amenities  consistent 
with  their  sphere  and  position  in  life,  our  subject 
ami  his  wife  have  been  noted  for  years  for  their 
generosity  and  largeness  of  heart.  They  have  been 
prudent  and  wisely  economical  in  their  manner  of 
living,  and  now  are  enabled  to  enjo\  the  fruits  of 
their  early  labor  and  of  a  life  well  spent.  The 
original  of  our  sketch  i-  a  Prohibitionisl  in  his 
political  following.  Before  the  war  he  was  a  Whig 
tmt  has  kept  pace  with  the  advanced  ideas  of  the 
day  and  grows  accordingly.  Beginning  here  with- 
out mean- and  in  fad  with  very  little  more  than 
the  encouragement  and  love  of  his  young  wife, 
he  is  to  he  congratulated  that  in  his  old  age  he  can 
enjoy  the  comforts  to  be  obtained  by  a  competency. 
lie  i-  a  member  of  a  remarkable  family,  all  of  whom 
have  attained  high  positions  in  social  and  political 
life.  The  biographies  of  his  two  brothers  may  he 
found  in  another  part  of  this  volume. 


RA    CAMP,   deceased.     This   gentleman    who 

came  to  Washtenaw  County  about  Urn  year 
1826,  and  was  for  many  years  identified  with 
every  worthy  interest  of  the  county,  was  horn  in 
Otsego,  X.  Y..  in  the  closing  year  Of  the  last  cen- 
tury. Here  he  grew  to  mature  years  and  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  Godfrey,  who  had  been 
horn  near  Batavia,  X.  V.  Their  marriage  took 
place  about  the  year  1S22.  and  some  four  years  af- 
terward the  young  couple  migrated  to  the  West. 

Mr.  Camp  was  one  in  a  family  of  six  children, 
and  he  and  his  wife  became  the  heads  of  a  house- 
hold of  four,  two  of  whom  were  horn  in  Xew  York 
and  two  in  Michigan.  Hiram  married  Miss  Frances 
Bacon,  and  i hey  have  one  son  and  three  daughters; 
Mary  became  the  wife  of  Cicero  Millington,  but 
her  married  life  was  cut  short  by  death;  Elvira  be- 
came the  wife  of  Sears  M.  Loveridge,  and  resided 
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for  several  years  in  Ypsilanti,  where  Mr.  Loveridge 
was  at  that  time  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness. He  sold  out  his  interest  therein  andengaged 
in  life  insurance,  which  he  followed  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  having  in  the  meantime  removed  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  died  in  1878.  They  had  four 
children  who  grew  to  maturity.  Mr.  Camp's  young- 
est child  was  Joel,  who  went  to  California  when  a 
young  man,  and  died  soon  after  reaching  that 
State.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loveridge 
are:  Mary  Louise,  who  married  Samuel  M.  Brown, 
of  Whitford,  and  died  leaving  two  children,  Hat- 
tie  M.  and  Howard;  Carrie  A.,  Hattie  M..  and  Joel 
K.,  who  have  all  died,  the  latter  being  drowned  at 
Pittsburg,  at  the  age  of  thirteen. 

Mr.  Camp  was  an  honorable,  hard  working  man, 
and  as  he  came  here  among  the  hist  settlers  lie  ex- 
perienced all  the  hardships  to  which  a  pioneer  life 
is  subject.  He  died  in  1863  at  his  home  in  Su- 
perior Township,  where  he  had  lived  for  thirty- 
nine  years 


t  i  »  i  <     i  i    i  i 


[^  ON.  CHARLES  WOODRUFF,  editor  of  the 
Ypsilanti  Sentinel,  was  born  in  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  February  7,  1816,  his  par- 
ents being  Benjamin  and  Freelove  (San- 
ford)  Woodruff.  In  common  with  the  young  men 
of  that  day  he  learned  a  trade — tailoring — after  a 
meager  education  at  the  district  school.  In  183(5 
his  parents  moved  to  the  then  wild  Territory  of 
Michigan,  settling  in  Pittsfleld  Township,  at  what 
is  known  as  Carpenter's  Corners,  where  they 
bought  eighty  acres  upon  which  they  resided  until 
the  spring  of  1865.  Besides  the  subject  of  our 
sketch,  the  family  consisted  of  four  boys:  Benj- 
amin P.,  a  farmer  living  in  the  southern  part  of 
Wayne  County  ;  Henry,  of  Saginaw  County,  who 
was  a  Captain  of  Infantry  in  the  Rebellion,  and 
has  since  seived  as  Sheriff  of  Saginaw  County,  and 
as  Representative  and  Senator  in  the  legislature 
from  the  Clare  County  districts  ;Peter  I),  of  Ann  Ar- 
bor; and  Dr.  Frank  Woodruff  (deceased)  of  Detroit. 
The  first   visit    made    by    Charles   Woodruff  to 


Michigan  was  in  the  spring  of  1836,  at  which  time 
the  city  of  Ypsilanti  was  a  small  village.  He 
earned  the  means  to  complete  his  education  by  his 
needle, graduating  in  1842  from  Allegheny  College, 
Meadville.  Pa.  Returning  to  Ypsilanti,  he  was 
variously  employed  until,  in  1844,  he  purchased 
the  Ypsilanti  Sentinel,  a  newspaper  established  in 
December  of  the  previous  year  by  Gen.  John  Van 
Fossen,  and  has  continuously  conducted  the  paper 
ever  since,  the  Sentinel  being  the  oldest  paper  in 
Michigan  under  one  management. 

Mi'.  Woodruff  has  always  been  a  stanch  friend 
of  higher  education,  and  may  justly  be  credited 
with  a  large  share  in  the  creation  of  the  existing 
school  system  of  Michigan.  In  the  early  years  of 
his  residence  in  Ypsilanti  he  conducted  an  ac- 
ademical school,  which  led  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Ypsilanti  Union  Seminary,  the  pioneer  of  the 
graded  schools  of  the  State,  and  during  almost  the 
entire  life  of  the  latter  institution  he  has  been  an 
earnest,  active  member  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
holding  at  the  present  time  the  position  of  Secre- 
tary. 

That  he  has  been  a  prominent  factor  in  the  up- 
building of  the  city  of  Ypsilanti  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  he  served  continuously  in  the  Com- 
mon Council  as  Alderman  from  his  ward  from  its 
first  session  until  he  chose  to  retire,  some  fifteen 
years  ago.  He  once  headed  his  party  ticket  as 
candidate  for  Mayor,  but  believing  that  one  should 
not  work  fur  election,  and  being  under  the  dis- 
pleasure of  a  faction  of  his  party  because  of 
avowed  temperance  principles,  he  was  defeated  by 
a  narrow^  margin. 

In  the  line  of  his  profession.  Mr.  Woodruff  has 
earned  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  writer,  his 
articles  being  extensively  copied,  not  only  in  the 
leading  journals  of  the  State  and  nation,  but  in 
those  of  foreign  lands.  This  has  been  done  with- 
out the  aid  of  "  press  clipping"  or  "literary  bu- 
reaus." Aside  from  his  work  at  home,  he  repre- 
sented the  Detroit  Free  Press,  then  published  h\ 
Wilbur  F.  Story  of  the  Chicago  Tutus.  al  Lansing, 
in  1855  and  1857,  as  legislative  correspondent. 
lie  has  also  at  times  been  an  esteemed  contributor 
to  a  number  of  metropolitan  papers,  among  them 
the  Chicago  Herald,     since  I860  the   Sentinel,  es- 
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tablished  as  a  Whig  paper,  bas  been  a  consistent, 
hut    very    independent,   advocate   of    Democratic 

principles,  supporting  the  regular  n< nees  <>f  its 

party  willi  one  exception.  In  the  campaign  of 
1872,  the  Domination  of  Horace  Greelej  was  nunc 
than  straight-out  Democrats  could  bear,  and  the 
paper  hoisted  the  banner  of  O'Conor  and  Adams, 
our  subjecl  himself  being  the  candidate  of  the 
"straights"  for  Lieutenanl  Governor. 

Much  might  be  written  of  the  public  life  of  Mr. 
Woodruff,  of  the  predictions  that  have  been  fnl- 
filled,  of  the  numberless  occasions  where  his  opin- 
ions, held  in  opposition  t<>  the  wayward  views  id' 
the  unthinking  public,  have  been  justified  by  re- 
sults;  Inn  a  recital  would  not  be  approved  by  him. 
Suffice  it.  that  the  most  notable  of  recent  munici- 
pal improvements,  the  motor  railroad  connecting 
Ypsilanti  with  Ann  Arbor,  had  been  advocated  by 
him  for  more  than  a  score  of  years  before  it  was 
built,  and  that  men  who  greeted  the  suggestion 
with  derision  now  acknowledge  its  wisdom. 

Except  for  a  period  of  six  months,  in  1878-79, 
a  history  of  which  may  lie  given  to   illustrate    .Mi-. 

\V Iruff's  continual  sacrifice  of  personal  to  public 

interests,  and  to  show  his  love  for  and  pride  in 
higher  education,  he  has  personally  conducted  his 
business  and  been  al  hi-  post  year  in  and  year  out, 
without  vacation  or  rest.  During  the  summer  of 
1878,  the  old  building  of  the  Ypsilanti  Union 
Seminary  having  burned  previously,  a  strong  op- 
position developed  against  rebuilding,  holding 
that  ward  primaries  were  all  the  city  needed — that 
t  he  I  ligh  School  should  he  abolished,  and  that  those 
who  sought  academic  education  ought  to  pay  for 
it  at  the  state  Normal  School  or  elsewhere,  not  he 
taught  at  public  expense.  With  an  intensity  of 
feeling  characteristic  of  him  and  horn  of  a  perfect 
faith  in  education,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  fought 
for  the  institution  that  to-day  is  one  of  the  glories 
of  Ypsilanti-  one  of  the  finest  of  the  many  line 
High  Schools  Of  Michigan  —  and  when,  on  the  last 
day  of  August,  1878,  a  contract  for  the  erection  of 
the  handsomest  and  most  substantial  school  edifice 

in  the  State  was  signed,  he  fell  a  victim  of    nervOUS 

exhaustion  from  which  he  was  a  long  time  recover- 
ing, being  confined  to  the  house  for  six  months. 
I  hie    was    developed    the   old    story    of   the    in- 


gratitude of  mankind.  School  election-  in  Ypsil- 
anti occur  in  September,  and  while  it  was  un- 
certain whether  or  not  the  struggle  mighl  termin- 
ate fatally,  the  enemie-  of  the  scl i  System,  de- 
prived of  power,  revenged  themselves  by  choosing 
another  to  his  place  upon  the  Hoard  of  Education, 
an  act  a-  easj  as  it  was  disgraceful,  since  the  vote 
is  always  a  light  one.  lie  was  soon  again  called 
to  the  work,  however,  and  subsequent  effort-  to 
defeal  him  have  been  unavailing. 

.Mr.  Woodruff  has  never  sought  office  and  has 
never  held  a  position  of  emolument.  His  public 
work  has  always  been  of  the  kind  that  is  repaid 
only  by  criticism  and  fault  finding,  if  the  officer 
follows  the  dictates  of  his  conscience.  I!ut  he  has 
earned  a  wide  reputation  as  an  able,  fearless, 
honest,  independent  writer  and  thinker,  that  will 
he  a  grander  monument  than  riches  or  high  posi- 
tion. 

October  29,  1850,   Charles   W Irufl   and    Mary 

M.  Jones,  daughter  of  ('apt.  James  Jones,  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Ann  Arbor,  were  married. 
They  settled  in  the  home  still  occupied  by  them. 
and  have  reared  four  sons  to  man's  estate.  Of 
these  the  eldest  and  youngest,  Charles  M.  and 
Cains  ]...  are  employed  by  Parke.  Davi-  &  Co.. 
manufacturing  chemists, Of  Detroit,  while  the  third. 
A.  Woodruff,  has  always  remained  at  home,  em- 
ployed iu  the  office  of  the  Sentinel.      Of  the  second 

son.  wdio  publishes  the  Michigan  State  Democrat  at 
Cadillac.  Mich.,  as  well  as  managing  the  business 
of  the  Sentinel,  a  sketch  appeals  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 


'  OSEPH  FOLLMOR.  No  more  highly  res- 
pected and  esteemed  citizen  lives  in  Ypsil- 
anti than  the  one  Of  whom  we  now  write, 
who  has  done  business  here  for  more  than 
half  a  century  and  throughout  all  that  time  ha-  so 
conducted    himself   as    to   earn   the  just  admiration 

and  regard  of  his  neighbors  and  of  his  business 
associates.  II*-  i-  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
I'ollmor   A    Scovill,    retail   dealers    m    lumber    and 
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manufacturers  of  sash,  doors  and  blinds.  They 
also  manufacture  hanl  wood  and  white  wood 
lumber. 

The  settlement  of  Mr.  Follmor  in  Michigan  oc- 
curred in  July.  1837,  when  he  first  came  to  Detroit 
and  it  was  the  following  year  when  he  came  to 
Washtenaw  County,  settling  first  in  Lowell  in 
April,  "and  afterward  coming  to  Ypsilanti  in  Jan- 
uary 1839,  on  the  first  train  which  ran  over  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  indulging  in  a  free  ride 
on  that  occasion.  He  is  now  an  ex-Alderman  and 
has  served  on  the  City  Council  for  more  years 
than  any  other  man  in  the  city,  having  been  upon 
that  board  for  sixteen  years.  His  birth  was  in 
Hesse-Cassell.  Germany,  April  5,  1818. 

Henry  Follmor,  the  father  of  our  subject,  lived 
and  died  upon  his  farm  in  Germany  and  the  mo- 
ther, Elizabeth  Hicks,  also  died  in  her  native  land. 
They  were  communicants  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter.  Having 
been  reared  upon  the  farm  he  attended  the  Ger- 
man schools  from  his  sixth  to  his  fourteenth  year, 
and  then  the  youth  began  to  work  upon  the  farm, 
but  as  the  time  approached  when  he  would  be 
called  upon  to  enter  the  military  service  of  his 
country  he  became  restless  and  determined  to 
make  his  way  to  America.  Leaving  home  in 
April,  1837,  he  set  sail  from  Bremen  having  great 
difficulty  in  getting  away,  as  he  had  no  passport, 
but  success  finally  crowned  his  efforts  and  after 
passing  forty-nine  days  upon  the  ocean  he  landed 
at  Sandy  Hook. 

The  young  man  now  made  his  nay  to  Michigan 
arriving  in  Detroit  in  July,  a  stranger  in  a  strange 
land  with  only  *,">.:',o  in  his  pocket.  The  day  after 
his  arrival  he  went  to  work  sawing  wood,  which 
he  did  with  a  hearty  i>'ood  will  and  manufactured 
at  one  time  ten  cords  of  wood  in  twenty-four 
hours'  work,  and  thus  succeeded  in  meeting  his  ex- 
penses. 1'pon  making  his  way  to  Lowell  he 
worked  on  the  railroad  and  afterward  in  a  saw- 
mill until  January  in,  is io,  when  he  began  work 
for  M.  Norris  on  the  very  place  which  is  now  his 
business  site,  lie  had  already  gained  such  an 
insight  into  the  business  of  a  sawmill  as  to  take 
the  place  of  a  head  sawyer,  and  in  1848  lie  look 
charge    of    the    lumber   yard   as    salesman,    work- 


ing for  the  firm  which  was  at  this  time  Norris  & 
Follmor  until  1865,  when  the  business  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Wool  Mill  Company  for  whom  he 
worked  as  foreman  until  December  1,  1870,  when 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  II.  Scovill  under 
the  present  firm  name  and  entered  business  for 
himself.  Their  sawmill  and  planing-mill  are  run 
by  water  power  and  the  residence  of  our  subject 
is  on  Map  e  Street  in  the  Fourth  Ward. 

Miss  Susan  J.  Allen,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
and  belongs  to  a  family  who  were  old  settlers  in 
this  county,  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Follmor  in 
Ypsilanti  in  1848.  Her  three  children  are  Ellen, 
Josephine  and  George  McClellan.  The  former  is 
now  Mrs.  Flowers,  of  Ypsilanti  and  the  second 
daughter  married  Air.  Hill,  an  engineer  at  Detroit, 
while  the  son  is  with  his  father  in  business.  While 
a  member  of  the  City  Council,  our  subject  was  on 
various  important  committees,  notably  that  for 
Buildings  and  Bridges  and  was  one  of  the  most 
active  in  promoting  the  introduction  of  electric 
lights  being  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
that  subject  and  very  influential  in  pushing  the 
movement.  lie  has  ever  donated  liberally  to  pub- 
lic enterprises,  such  as  churches  and  schools. 

Mr.  Follmor  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  but  is  now  demitted  and  he 
still  belongs  to  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  the  Council.  Fpon  the 
City  Democratic  Committee  he  is  counted  a  strong 
man  and  in  every  walk  of  life  lias  shown  character 
and  enterprise.  No  man  has  ever  remained  in 
Ypsilanti  so  steadily  in  one  business  and  in  one 
location  as  he.  and  his  is  the  oldest  mill  site  and 
lumber  yard  in  the  city. 


-«— N^H(H^= 


OHN  W.  WISF.  It  is  with  pleasure  that 
any  true-hearted  patriot  recounts  the  life- 
history  of   one   who   has  served   our   nation 

with  devotion  and  it  is  witli  reverence  that 

■ — ■ 

we  look  upon  the  infirmities  that  have  come  upon 
these  crippled  veterans  in  our  country's  service. 
The  old  soldier  of  whom  we  now  write  is   well  de- 
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serving  of  the  pension  which  our  generous  Gov- 
ernment has  accorded  to  him  in  common  with 
others  who  foughl  for  the  old  Bag. 

Mr.  Wise  was  born  in  Congress  Township,  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  July  24,  1841,  his  father,  the  Hbn. 
David  Wise,  being  a  native  of  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  and  descended  from  Pennsylvania  farmers  of 
Holland  extraction.  While  living  in  Pen nsylva 
ni:i  David  Wise  wasa  weaver  and  did  custom  work. 
but  after  he  located  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  he 
engaged  in  farming  then1  but  in  1845  returned  t<> 
Pennsylvania  and  worked  :it  his  trade  for  several 
years  in  Harrisburg  and  the  Cumberland  Valley. 
He  served  as  Supervisor  for  several  terms  and  was 
>cnt  to  the  Legislature  for  one  term.  In  1853  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  at  Ypsilanti,  where 
he  carried  On  a  meat  market  until  he  retired  from 
business  and  he  continued  to  make  this  his  home 
until  his  death  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  He  was 
a  Whig  in  his  political  affiliations  and  a  Methodist 
in  his  church  connections. 

Eliza  Negley  who  was  horn  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Negley,  a  farmer 
there  and  became  the  wife  of  David  Wise,  and  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  she  lived  to  reach  the  age 
of  seventy-six  years  and  passed  away  from  earth 
in  Ypsilanti.  Her  four  children  were  all  sons 
and  every  one  of  them  served  his  country  with  his 
musket;  the  e'dest,  David,  A.  enlisted  first  in  the 
Mexican  War  and  again  in  the  Civil  War  in  the 
first  Michigan  Regiment,  serving  until  the  Penn- 
sylvania Campaign  at  which  time  he  resigned  his 
office  as  Lieutenant  and  Quartermaster  and  retired 
from  the  army  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  now 
resides  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Jacob  'I'.,  was  also  a 
soldier  in  the  Mexican  War  and  was  one  of  Bur- 
dan's  Sharp  Shooters  from  1861  until  he  was  dis- 
charged at  the  time  of  the  Pennsylvania  Campaign. 
He  resides  in  Ypsilanti.  Harmon  .1.  was  the  only 
one  who  lost  his  life  in  patriotic  duty.  He  was 
killed  at  Chancellorsville,  May  3,  1863,  and  was 
left  on  the  field,  lie  belonged  to  the  First  United 
States  Sharp  Shooters  and  hail  served  for  three 
years,  having  enlisted  early  in  1861. 

Until  John  Wise  wasfour  years  old  he  lived  in 
Ohio  and  then  his  home  was  in  Pennsylvania  dur- 
ing his  scl I  years.     When   twelve  years  old  he 


came  to  Michigan  by  boat  and  rail  and  attended 
the  Union  school  at  Vpsilanti.  and  was  serving  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  hlacksmiths'  trade,  under 
Batchelder  <fe  Mcintosh,  until  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I!.  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry,  Julj  26, 
1862.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Jackson  and  his 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. The  prominent  battles  in  which  he  engaged 
were  Fredericksburg.  Spottsyl  vania.  the  Wilder- 
no-  and  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  and  he  continued 
in  active  service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad  near  Dinwid- 
die  Courthouse  when  Lee  surrendered.  At  Spott- 
sylvania  Courthouse  a  limb  of  a  tree  fell  upon 
him  while  they  were  crouching  down  after  making 
a  charge,  and  he  was  obliged  to  remain  in  hospital 
for  quite  awhile,  and  this  was  the  beginning  of  the 
long  sickness  which  has  now  crippled  him  so  ser- 
iously. After  tins  experience  he  could  hardly 
keep  up  with  his  company,  but  he  remained 
throughout  the  period  of  his  term  of  service. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  the  regiment  with  winch 
this  young  man  was  connected  returned  to  Wash- 
ington and  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review,  being 
mustered  out  there  .May  30,  1N(>.">.  He  endeavored 
to  undertake  his  trade  again  upon  his  return  home 
but  found  himself  unable  to  work  for  awhile,  and 
was  unable  to  work  continuously  when  he  did 
begin  as  he  had  rheumatic  attacks  two  or  three 
times  every  year.  He  gradually  grew  worse  and 
in  1883  suffered  from  a  severe  sickness,  since  which 
he  has  been  unable  to  walk  without  a  cane  and 
since  1889  crutches  have  been  necessary  to  his 
moving  about  among  men. 

The  marriage  of  this  brave  hero  with  Mi>s  Mary 
Boyle  took  place  in  Ypsilanti  in  February,  18(!(i. 
She  was  born  in  York  Township  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Hugh  Boyle,  who  was  born  in  County  Donegal. 
Ireland,  in  1800.  lie  wasa  farmer  in  his  native 
country  and  came  to  America  and  became  an  early 
settler  in  York  Township  about  the  year  1830. 
Here  hi'  located  and  improved  a  new  farm  which 
he  sold  somewhat  later  and  made  his  home  in  Ypsi- 
lanti, where  he  operated  a  line  of  d rays  and  died 
in  1880.  He  was  a  Catholic  in  his  religious  belief 
and  his  good  wife  who  is  now  eighty  years  old  and 
resides  in  Ypsilanti,  was  born  in  Ireland. 
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Three  children  have  blessed  the  home  of  our 
subject,  namely:  Margaret  E., who  is  a  graduate  of 
the  High  School  and  also  of  the  State  Normal 
.School  in  the  Class  of  '87,  and  is  now  teaching  at 
Grand  Rapids;  George  E.,  who  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  Standard  Oil  Company  and  Mary  E.,  who  has 
attended  the  Normal  School  but  is  now  at  home. 
Mr.  Wise  is  a  Grand  Army  man,  belonging  to  the 
Carpenter  Post  and  also  to  the  National  Veterans, 
Elwell  Commander  No.  12,  at  Ypsilanti.  lie  is  a 
Pension  Agent  and  in  his  political  views  is  a  true 
blue  Republican  and  in  religious  matters  is  at- 
tached to  the  Episcopal  Church. 


e*=v / 
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(?P4  1MON  WTNSLOW.  Among  the  sons  of 
^^^2  the  pioneers  whose  memory  is  so  highly 
l\l/\3P  honored  in  Washtenaw  County,  is  Mr. 
Winslow,  of  Lima  Township,  whose  ex- 
cellent farm  and  pleasant  home  is  one  of  the 
ornaments  Jof  section  8.  His  father,  Calvin  Wins- 
low,  a  native  of  New  York,  married  Phila  Mc- 
Comber,  also  a  New  Yorker,  and  to  them  were  born 
two  sons  and  a  daughter.  They  were  among  the 
very  first  settlers  of  Lima  Township,  taking  from 
the  Government  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  where  the  son  now  resides,  and  eighty  acres 
in  another  place.  At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr. 
Winslow  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  lie 
was  a  prominent  man  in  his  day  and  would  have 
been  still  more  so  had  lie  not  died  while  in  the  early 
prime  of  life,  as  he  passed  away  in  1848.  His  good 
wife  survived  until  the  year  1X(>5. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  this  township  Septem- 
ber 28,  1844,  and  this  has  ever  been  his  home,  lie 
lived  on  his  father's  farm,  which  has  ever  been  his 
home,  except  during  one  year,  when  he  was  in  the 
service  of  the  Government,  in  1805.  Farming  has 
always  been  his  life-work  and  he  has  proved  him- 
self successful  in  it.  His  marriage  with  Olive  Tal- 
man,  in  Lima  Township,  in  1H85,  brought  to  his 
home  a  helpmate  to  whose  aid  and  co-operation  he 
is  much  indebted  for  his  success  in   life.     She   is  a 


daughter  of  Lyman  M.  Talman,of  New  York,  who 
was  quite  an  early  settler  in  Sharon  Township, 
coming  hither  about  1K48,  with  his  wife.  Polly 
Maxon,  a  native  of  New  York.  They  had  four 
sons  and  five  daughters.  They  carried  on  a  farm 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Talman  in  18(i0,  when  he 
left  an  estate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  his 
family.  The  mother  is  now  some  seventy-one 
years  of  age  and  resides  in  Denver,  Col.  The 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Winslow,  the  Rev.  John  Maxon, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1K12,  and  drew  a  pen- 
sion through  life,  as  he  was  shot  in  the  mouth. 

To  Calvin  Winslow  and  wife  were  born  five  sons 
and  live  daughters,  but  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  blessed  with  but  one  child,  a  daugh 
ter,  Jennie,  who  was  born  .Inly  12,  INK!!.  Mr. 
Winslow  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
fine  land  and  about  one-third  of  it  has  been  thor- 
oughly cleared  of  limber  and  stumps,  and  he  now 
has  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  it  im- 
proved. He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  his  political 
views  and  ever  earnest  for  the  success  of  his  party- 
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ACHEL  LOW.  The  lady  whom  "Uncle 
Sam"  lias  put  in  charge  of  the  mail  service 
'v  \\\  at  Webster,  the  center  of  Webster  Town- 
\£})  ship,  is  the  widow  of  William  Low,  who 
was  born  in  Buckinghamshire,  England.  His  fa- 
thor.  Richard  Low,  settled  in  Lodi  Township  when 
the  son  was  about  ten  years  old.  and  about  1852 
removed  to  Webster  Township.  William  and  Rachel 
Low  were  married  October  K,  1854,  in  Webster 
Township.  ( >ur  subject's  maiden  name  was  Rachel 
Thomas,  she  being  the  daughter  of  Nathan  and 
Lydia  (Schoonhoven)  Thomas,  who  settled  on  their 
present  place  in  1830,  coming  hither  from  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  taking  up  four  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land  from  the  Government. 

Mrs.  Rachel  Low  was  born  in  New  York  March 
1(>,  1K28.  Her  father  died  in  1857  and  his  widow 
followed  him  June  !>,  1877, having  made  her  home 
for  a  number  of  years  witli  her  daughter  Rachel. 
She  of  whom  we  write  is  the  second  daughter  in  a 
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tain 1 1 \  Hi'  twelve  children.  Ave  of  whom  are  now- 
living.  The  one  son  of  the  family,  Daniel  Thomas, 
now  lives  in  this  county  with  Mr-.  Low.  The  Other 
members  of  the  family  are  scattered.  The  con^orl 
of  our  subjecl  was  taken  away  May  5,  I884,al  the 
age  of   fifty-one   years,  his   birth  having  occurred 

Oct, .her  8,   1832. 

After  marriage  they  went  to  Gratiot  Counts, 
where  they  remained  for  two  years  and  then  re- 
turned to  the  farm  ami  have  here  lived  ever  since. 
The  place  includes  one  hundred  and  thirty-eighl 
acre-  of  the  old  homestead.  About  1  *:'>:">  the  elder 
Mr.  Low  and  family  went  to  Montcalm  County  and 
there  died  in  1KK.">.  In  1864  William  Low  was 
appointed  Postmaster  of  Webster  and  since  his 
death  Mrs.  Low  has  taken  charge  of  the  office. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  Abbie  A..  Laura  E.  and  Nathan  R. 
The  eldest  has  always  been  at  home  and  for  seven 
years  was  engaged  as  a  teacher.  Laura  is  now 
Mrs.  Corydon  Thurber,  of  Webster  Township;  the 
soms  at  home  and  has  charge  of  tne  farm. 

While  Mr.  Low  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  our  subject  is  a  Baptist  and  lias 
maintained  her  membership  with  that  denomina- 
tion from  childhood.  During  his  life  Mr.  Low  was 
the  patentee  of  a  well  auger  which  under  his  man- 
agement proved  a  greal  success. 


_s 
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<^T  NDREW  T.  HUGHES.  There  is  no  doubt 
(t/I  that  a  sketch  of  the  popular  Supervisor  of 
I  Scio  Township  will  interest  all  the  resi- 
dents of  this  part  of  the  county,  as  he  has 
been  a  prominent  man  in  social  and  business  circles 
for  years  and  is  a  native  of  this  township,  having 
been  bora  in  Scio  village,  April  26,1857.  He  is  the 
third  in  aire  of  a  family  of  nine  children  horn  to 
hi-    parents,  Patrick    and    Alice  (Crawley)   Hughes, 

who  were  bom  and  married  in  their  native  Ireland. 
The  father  was  bom  in  County  Mcath  and  the 
mother    in     County    Wicklow.     although     she     was 

i eared  in  Dublin. 
Our  subject's  father  and  his  younger  brother, 


.loh  u.  came  to  the  United  Mates  and  at    ftrsl   he  Was 

engaged  as  a  foreman  on  the  Saulte  st.  Marie 
Canal.  Imt  after  a  year  or  two  he  secured  a  posi- 
tion on  the  Michigan  Central  Railway,  and  with 
his  brother  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  Scio 
Township  and  began  clearing  off  the  timber  but  still 
Continued  in  the  employ  of  the  railroad  through- 
Out  his  life.  When  he  began  working  for  this 
great  corporation  there  were  but  two  or  three 
tracks  in  their  yards  at  Detroit  and  of  these  he 
took  charge  and  laid  all  the  additional  tracks. con- 
tinuing in  this  position  until  his  death.  He  called 
his  home,  however,  at  Scio.  as  the  family  remained 
there  and  John  carried  on  the  farming  enterprise. 
His  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  fifty-six 
years  old,  took  place  in  Detroit,  January  28,  1H77. 
and  his  widow  made  her  home  on  the  farm,  to 
which  he  had  added  until  he  bad  two  hundred 
acres,  and  she  took  much  responsibility  in  regard 
to  clearing  and  improving  the  farm. 

The  nine  children  of  the  family  are  all  living, 
namely:  Mary  E.,  Anna  L.,  Andrew  T..  Sarah  E., 
Francis  F.,  Maggie.  Alice.  Esther  1'.  and  Mattie  A. 
The  latter  has  become  a  sister  in  the  convent  at 
Monroe,  and  Maggie  is  Mrs.  William  Quinn,  of 
Shiawassee  County;  Anna  is  a  teacher  and  at  pres- 
ent has  charge  of  the  Knight  district;  Andrew  T. 
has  for  some  time  had  charge  of  the  farm  and  is 
also  a  teacher,  as  he  took  that  position  when 
twenty  years  old  and  has  taught  for  thirteen  w  in- 
ters in  Scio  Township  and  for  five  winters  in  the 
Tuomey  district.  He  was  educated  in  the  Dexter 
Union  schools. 

Mr.  Hughes  was  Township  School  Inspector  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in  1885  he  was  elected 
Supervisor  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  whenever 
his  name  has  been  brought  forward  he  has  received 
handsome  majorities.  In  1889  he  was  elected  a 
Director  of  the  Washtenaw  County  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Association  and  as  such  acted  as  Ad- 
juster of   Losses. 

The  marriage  of  Andrew  T.  Hughes  and  Sarah 
McGinn    took    place    November   (i.    1**7.      Mrs. 

Hughes  was  an  orphan  girl  who  was  luirn  in  Ire- 
land anil  lost  her  mother  when  she  was  about  three 
years  old.  Sin1  had  two  brothers  and  a  sister. 
namely:    Richard,  Peter  and  Man.     Richard  is  in 
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the  employ  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railway,  and 
Peter,  who  also  serves  the  same  company,  keeps  a 
store  at  Scio.  Sarah  lived  with  her  uncle.  John 
Smith,  whose  home  is  near  Scio,  and  was  his  house- 
keeper and  it  was  through  her  that  these  children 
were  brought  over  from  the  old  country.  She  is 
mow  the  mother  of  two  sons — Allan  G.,  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  1888,  and  Mark  McGinn  born  April  25, 
1891. 


~A 


\  1  OHN  CAMPBELL  WHEELER  was  born  at 
Littleton,  N.  II.,  November  26,  1824.  He 
is  a  son  of  Tillotson  and  Polly  (Campbell) 
Wheeler,  who  were  married  at  Poultney.  Vt., 
February  26,  1824.  The  former  was  born  in  Little- 
ton, N.  II., and  the  latter  in  Poultney.  He  was  about 
forty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  marriage. 
Our  subject's  paternal  grandsire,  Silas,  was  also  a 
native  of  New  Hamsphire.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, John  Campbell,  was  of  Scotch  ancestry. 
Tillotson  Wheeler  was  a  merchant  at  Littleton  and 
also  owned  a  distillery  and  ran  an  hotel  at  Clare- 
niont.  He  was  also  engaged  as  a  drover,  whose 
objective  point  was  Quebec.  He  met  with  reverses 
and  intrusting  some  one  else  with  his  sales  he  lost 
considerably  and  decided  to  come  to  Michigan, 
which  he  did  in  June,  1829,  and  a  company  was 
made  to  set  out  hither  with  him.  Besides  his  own 
family  was  that  of  Munnis  Kenny,  who  located 
near,  also  two  or  three  young  men  from  Vermont 
and  New  Hamsphire. 

After  looking  the  country  over  the  elder  Mr. 
Wheeler  went  into  Jackson  and  decided  to  locate 
there,  selecting  land  on  the  site  where  that  city 
now  stands.  He  was.  however,  persuaded  to 
abandon  that  purchase  and  finally  settled  where 
our  subject  now  lives.  He  here  secured  eighty 
acres.  He  had  small  means  to  work  with,  hut  lie 
gan  at  once  to  improve  and  cultivate  his  farm, 
spending  the  rest  of  his  life  in  that  work.  At  that 
time  the  farm  was  adjacent  to  the  limit  of  the 
settlement. 

Messrs.  Wheeler  and   Kenny   took  land  at   the 


place  spoken  of  above  and  one  Theophilus  Craw- 
ford, located  three  and  a  half  miles  west.  His 
family  remained  only  ten  years  and  then  removed 
farther  West.  Of  the  Kenny  family  one  of  the 
children  only  is  left.  Tillotson  Wheeler  died  on 
the  farm  March  11,  1855,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years  and  eleven  months.  After  being  here 
fifty  years  he  erected  an  ashery  and  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  saleratus  and  he  was  the  first 
man  to  begin  this  industry  in  the  State  of  Mieli- 
igan.  He  continued  tins  work  for  fifteen  years, 
also  making  potash  and  was  by  his  familiars  dub- 
bed "  old  saleratus." 

Tillotson  Wheeler  cleared  out  two  hundred  acres 
of  land,  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  which 
was  first  class  land.  His  wife  and  our  subject's 
mother  survived  him  for  nearly  thirty  years,  her 
decease  taking  place  August  1:5,  1883,  she  then 
being  in  her  ninety-fourth  year,  and  at  the  time  of 
her  decease  was  in  the  possession  of  her  faculties 
and  a  well-preserved  old  lady.  Of  the  family  of 
four  children  born  to  this  couple,  one  died  in  in- 
fancy and  a  daughter,  Martha  Stevens,  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years  ;  Guy  Handy  died  in  1868  at 
the  age  of  thirty-six  years  and  John  C  our  sub- 
ject, who  was  five  years  old  when  brought  to  this 
county,  remained  at  home  until  twenty-seven  or 
twenty  eight  years  old. 

Our  subject  was  married  June  11.  1849,  to  Miss 
Mary  Harrison,  who  was  born  December  1.  1829. 
She  was  a  native  of  Yorkshire.  England,  her 
parents  having  settled  in  Eaton  County.  Their 
emigration  to  America  took  place  when  Mrs. 
Wheeler  was  live  years  old.  Our  subject  made  his 
home  with  his  parents  for  two  years  after  his  mar- 
riage, lie  then  located  on  eighty  acres  and  de- 
voted himself  to  farming  and  in  1870  he  purchased 
the  old  homestead  and  has  since  lived  upon  it. 
Since  coming  here  he  has  erected  a  fine  brick  house 
and  all  the  outbuildings,  which  are  in  excellent 
order,  have  been  built  since  his  purchasing  the 
place.  The  house  built  by  his  father  in  1829  still 
stands  and  is  used  as  a  toolhouse,  being  yet  in  a 
state  of  good   preservation. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  are  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children  :  Stearns  Tillotson.  Victor  Jean. 
Orval   Jay.   Frank    Harrison    and  Thomas  Samuel. 
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Victor  is  :i  blacksmith  and  has  a  shop  on  the  farm, 
making  his  home  with  his  parents ;  Stearn  mar- 
ried Susanab  Black  of  Dexter;  Frank  married 
Sarah  Parsons  of  this  township  ;  Thomas  lost  his 
Brsl  wife,  who  was  a  Miss  Maggie  Starling  and  has 
recently  married  again,  his  bride  being  Miss  Etta 
Parsons,  a  sister  of  Sarah  and  a  daughter  of  Daniel 

1 'mix  HIS. 

The  Original  of  our  sketch  has  liecn  Township 
Clerk  for  sonic  years  and  has  held  other  minor 
offices.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican  and  is  true 
to  his  party.  His  farm  contains  over  three  hun- 
dred acres.  Mrs.  Wheeler  isa  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject  is  a  man  of 
equable  and  cool  temperament  with  a  clear,  sound 
judgment 
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WILLIAM  BURTLESS.  Many  of  the  most 
active  and  enterprising  residents  of  Man- 
chester.are  natives  of  this  county  and  have 
here  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives.  In  them 
we  find  men  of  true  loyalty  to  the  interests  of  this 
part  of  the  State  who  understand  as  it  were  by  in- 
stinct the  needs,  social  and  industrial,  of  this  vicin- 
ity and  who  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  its 
resources.  They  arc  therefore  better  adapted  to 
succeed  here  than  a  stranger  could  be  and  are  prob- 
ably without  exception  warmly  devoted  to  the 
prosperity  of  their  native  place. 

Mr.  Burtless,  who  resides  one  mile  west  of  Man- 
chester, was  born  in  Bridgewater  Township,  Wash- 
tenaw County.  September  27.  IS  12.  His  father. 
John   Burtless,  was  horn  in  Seneca  County.  X.  Y.. 

in    1796,  and  lived  there  until    1836  when    he   came 

to  Michigan  and  took  up  land  in  Bridgewater 
Township, where  he  made  his  home  in  a  Iol:  house. 

lie  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views  and  a 
prominent  man  in  those  early  days.  His  father, 
.lame-  Burtless,  a  Massachusetts  fanner,  was  a  son 
of  John  Burtless,  a  native  of  England. 

The  father  of  our  subjeel  died  in  1878  and  the 

ther,   Sarah    Huff,   a    native   of     New    York.   n:i. 

horn   in    1806  and  died  at   the  age  "I   -event  v-scvcn 


year-.  Hit  father,  Peter  Huff,  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  passed  his  lasl  years  in  Michigan, 
dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  With  the  excep- 
tion   of   nnc.  the   six  -oiis  :i ml  line  daughter  in   the 

household   of  John   and   Sarah    Burtless   grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood. 
The  first  schooling  of  our  subjeel  was  acquired 

in  Washtenaw  County,  and  he  never  had  any  fur- 
ther advantages  than  what  he  could  secure  at  home. 
He  was  reared  upon  the  farm  and  worked  for  his 
father  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty,  when  he 
hired  himself  to  neighboring  farmers  for  eight 
months  at  the  rate  of  $15  a  month,  and  then  took 
charge  of  a  farm  for  one  year.  For  three  seasons 
he  operated  a  threshing  machine,  and  in  1864  pur- 
chased a  small  farm  of  forty  acres  in  Manchester 
Township,  which  he  improved  and  cultivated.  He 
finally  drifted  into  dealings  in  horses  and  all  kinds 
of  Stock,  and  in  1869  entered  into  partnership  with 
E.  O.Cook  for  the  purchase  of  wool, grain  and  live 
stock  at  Clinton.  Lenawee  Comity. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1873,  Mr.  Burtless  came  to 
Manchester  and  bought  a  half-interest  in  the  South- 
ern Washtenaw  Mills,  and  he  followed  this  line  of 
business  until  1S7C.  while  at  the  same  time  he  con- 
tinued dealing  in  grain  and  live  stock.  In  1*7(> 
he  sold  his  interest  in  the  mill  hut  is  still  carrying 
on  business  in  the  line  of  grain,  live  stock  and 
wool.  His  happy  marriage  with  Miss  Carrie  Carr. 
a  Manchester  lady,  took  place  February  29,  1876. 
She  is  one  of  tin-  younger,  and  twin,  children  of 
Elijah  G.  and  Marietta  (Douglass)  Carr.  and  was 
bom  January  26,  1852.  To  him  and  his  amiable 
companion  have  been  granted  two  sons  and  one 
daughter — Benjamin  F.,  Charles  and  Hazel  K. 

Besides  the  home  farm  of  four  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  and  two-thirds  acres  Mr.  Burtless  has 
eightj  aero  on  section  15,  and  the  same  amount 
on  section  I  I.  and  most  of  it  is  under  cultiv- 
ation, lie  is  doing  a  general  farming  business 
and  he  has  placed  upon  the  land  two  separate  farm- 
ing establishments,  one  house  being  on  section  9, 
and  one  section  on  I  I.  1  lest  ill  deals  largely  in  stock 
and  has  upon  his  farm  some  seventy  head  of  cat- 
tle from  two  year-  and  upward,  three  hundred  tine 
wool  sheep  and  nine  horse-  at  present,  although 
two  years  ago  he  had   thirty-five  head  of  horses. 
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He  is  a  stock-holder  in  the  People's  National  Bank 
of  Manchester  and  was  a  member  of  the  Village 
Council  for  six  years.  For  three  years  he  has  been 
Supervisor,  and  although  a  Republican  he  has  fre- 
quently been  elected  against  a  usual  majority  of 
nearly  twice  as  many  Democrats  as  Republicans. 
Besides  his  outside  land  he  has  a  business  block 
and  a  dwelling  in  the  village.  He  is  identified 
with  the  Masdnic  order  and  is  highly  honored  in 
that  connection. 


OBERT  MILLS  SNYDER.  The  farmer  re- 
siding on  section  12.  Webster  Township, 
\w  who  hears  the  name  given  above,  was  born 
\£>  in  Warren  County.  N.  J.,  January  8,  1806. 
With  more  than  four-score  years,  he  has  had  an 
experience  which  is  broad  and  far-reaching.  Mr. 
Snyder  is  a  son  of  John  Jacob  and  Elinor  (Stan- 
ford) Snyder.  The  paternal  grandsire  was  born 
in  Germany.  November  8,  1730,  and  the  father. 
May  18,  177."i.  while  his  mother  was  born  in  Ire- 
land May  18,  1777.  After  his  father  emigrated  to 
this  country  he  served  in  the  War  of  1M2.  taking 
a  part  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  He  was  by 
trade  a  tailor.  The  family  consisted  of  seven 
children  of  which  Mr.  Snyder  is  the  third,  who  with 
George  Henry  Craven  Snyder,  of  Minnesota — tin- 
youngest — only  remain,  the  rest  having  departed 
this  life. 

Our  subject  was  apprenticed  to  a  blacksmith  and 
followed  his  trade  in  New  Jersey  until  1838,  when 
he  came  to  Michigan  and  bought  the  tract  of  land 
upon  which  he  now  resides.  This  was  mainly  oak 
openings.  After  making  a  little  home  he  built  a 
place  in  which  he  set  up  an  anvil  and  forge  and 
followed  his  trade  as  opportunity  offered.  Mean- 
time he  cleared  his  farm.  His  first  home  was  a  log 
house  and  during  the  first  winter  passed  there  the 
place  was  without  a  roof.  His  first  vote  was  cast 
in  the  election  of  1828  and  was  for  the  Democratic 
parly.  Jackson  was  nominee  for  the  Presidency. 
For  this  vote  he  was  challenged  by  a  neighbor. 
Afterr  a  long   discussion  conducted   on  both  sides 


by  attorneys  the  vote  wa>  refused,  but  the  tax  lev- 
ied upon  the  young  man  was  collected. 

Mr.  Snyder  was  married  July  24.  1830,  to  Miss 
Mary  N.  Hart,  who  shared  the  trials  and  difficulties 
of  early  life  and  was  one  of  the  noblest  women 
the  community  lias  ever  known.  Fourteen  children 
were  born  to  them,  all  but  six  growing  to  maturity 
and  seven  are  living  at  the  present  time.  They 
are  Alexander,  who  is  a  traveling  salesman;  Harriet, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Amis  and  lives  at  Lansing; 
Elinor,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  John  McClureand  lives 
at  Lansing:  Emeline,who  is  Mrs.  Oscar  Grisson,  of 
Hamburg,  Livingston  Countj  :  Rebecca,  who  is  Mrs. 
Aaron  Burkhart  of  Chelsea;  Theodore  lives  in 
Wisconsin  and  George  is  a  traveling  salesman.  One 
daughter.  Cornelia  Ann.  a  finely  educated  woman 
and  the  pride  of  the  family,  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one.      Mrs.  Snyder  died  in   1873. 

January  1.  1*74  our  subject  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Hannah  Wheeler,  widow  of  Guy  Wheeler  of  Web- 
ster Township.  Guy  Wheeler  died  in  Ann  Arbor 
in  1868,  having  lived  in  Webster  Township, where 
he  was  born  July  29,  1832.  He  was  married  March. 
1853,  to  Miss  Hannah  Harrison  who  was  born  in 
Lincolnshire,  England,  April  30,  1832,  and  came 
to  the  United  State-  with  her  parents  when  but 
three  years  of  age.  When  seven  years  of  age  the 
family  settled  in  PittsBeld  Township.  Her  chil- 
dren are  Keys  N.  Wheeler,  who  lives  at  Hamburg: 
Martha,  who  is  Mrs.  Elmer  Rozell  and  lives  in 
Windsor.  Eaton  County,  and  Charleswho  lives  in 
Ann  Arbor.  Mr.  Snyder  was  in  his  early  days  pos- 
sessed of  greal  strength  and  in  the  early  lawless 
days  sometimes  found  it  necessary  to  use  his  power 
in  casting  out  pugnacious  neighbors  from  his  shop. 

The  religious  views  of  our  subject  are  Method- 
is tic  and  of  the  most  ardent  type,  lie  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  New  Jersey  sixty- 
four  years  agoandhas  remained  in  hercommunion 
ever  since,  lie  was  gifted  with  a  line  voice  and  \\  .■  i  ~ 
ill  greal  demand  as  a  class-leader  and  exhorlcr.  Ac- 
tive in  all  church  work  he  was  a  COnstanl  attendant 
at  the  Conference  and  knew  many  of  the  leading 
men  of  his  denomination.  When  the  church  was 
built  at  Webster  he  was  the  leader  and  everything 
was  done  by  his  direction.  He  was  a  man  who  had 
greal  faith  in  the  efficacy  Of  prayer,  and  his  family 
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recounl  occasions  on  which  bis  supplications  were 
almosl  miraculously  answered,  lie  was  a  ^ 1  old- 
fashioned  Methodisl  who  believes  in  expressing  his 
religious  emotions  aloud.  Thoroughly  versed  in 
Methodisl  history,  he  has  >i <><.<!  hand  in  hand  with 

the  fathers  of  the  church  in  Michigan.     His  I ie 

was  and  is  si  ill  the  headquarters  for  all  Methodist 
preachers,  and  many  a  man  who  has  stood  high  in 
church  work  owes  much  of  his  success,  enthusiasm, 
anil  popularity  to  the  influence  and  generous  assist- 
ance of  Brother  Snyder,  whose  whole  soul  was 
devoted  to  this  cherished  object.  At  present  Mr. 
Snyder  holds  the  offices  of  District  Steward,Steward, 
Class-leader  and  Trustee  in  thechurchof  his youth, 
manhood  and  old  age. 

A    lithographic  portrait  of   Mr.   Snyder    may  be 
found  in  connection  with  this   sketch. 


LEXANDER   WINCHELL,  one  of   Amer- 
ce/ I     ica's  most  gifted  scholars  was  born  Decem- 


1  ber  31,  1824,  at  Spencer's  Corner,  in  the 
town  of  North  East,  Dutchess  County. 
X.  Y.  Descended  from  Robert  Winchell  who  came 
from  England  and  settled  at  Dorchester.  Mass..  as 
early  as  1634,  and  removed  with  the  first  settlers  of 
Windsor,  Conn.,  about  1635.  Lieut.  James  Win- 
chell  of  the  fifth  generation,  great-grandfather  of 
Alexander, removed  from  Turkey  Hills  (then  in- 
cluded in  Windsor,)  about  1760, and  established  a 
branch  of  the  family  on  the  summit  and  fertile 
slopes  of  one  of  the  mountains  of  the  'laconic 
range  since  known  as  Winchell  .Mountain,  in  the 
town  of  North  East.  The  station  known  as  Wiii- 
chell's  on  the  Newburg,  Dutchess  and  Columbia 
Railroad,  marks  the  vicinity  of  the  original  home- 
stead, while  the  village  of  Millerton    at    the  easl 

foot  of   the  untain.  has  nearly   superseded    the 

once  flourishing  village  of  Spencer's  Corner.  Col. 
Martin  E.  Winchell,  -rani  I  fat  her  of  Alexander,  was 
■a  man  of  military  and  public  spirit,  and  i-  remem- 
bered as  a  leading  citizen  of  the  town,  lie  was 
Colonel  of  a  regiment  of  State  Militia,  and  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature,     lie  was  an  active    friend 


of  education;  one  of  hi-  SOBS,  Abraham.  graduated 
in  letters,  from  Harvard  College,  and  in  law.  from 
Vale.  Another,  .lames  Manning,  was  graduated  at 
Brown  University  and  became  pastor  of  the  Firs) 
Baptist  Church  in  Boston,  where  In- died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-nine,  lint  is  still  remembered  for  his  ex- 
traordinary power  as  a  preacher.  Horace.  Alex- 
ander's father,  obtained  the  rudiments  of  a  classical 
education  at  a  famous  classical  school  in  Sharon, 
Conn.,  and  subsequently  studied  two  years  with  his 
brother  James  in  Boston,  devoting  some  time  also 
to  classical  studies  at  Andover.  Oneof  Alexander's 
lirothers.  Martin  E.,  graduated  in  medicine  at  Yale 
hut  lost  his  life  during  the  late  war.  Three  others 
have  graduated  at  the  University  of  Michigan. 
Of  these  Newton  EL,  is  professor  of  geology  in  the 
University  of  Minnesota,  and  State  geologist; 
Samuel  1!..  teacher  and  author,  is  now  a  member  of 
the  Inter-State  Publishing  Company,    Boston;    and 

Charles  M.,  for  several  years  connected  with  the 
United  States  Survey  of  the  Lakes  and  the  Mis>i>- 
sippi.  is  now  in  charge  of  engineering  enterprises 
in  Dakota. 

Alexander,  in  childhood  was  generally  regarded 
as  destined  by  nature  for  the  liar,  but  circum- 
stances overruled  this  destination.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  in  the  family  and  the  districl  school. 
His  favorite  study  was  arithmetic  and  his  pro- 
ficiency  was  extraordinary.  Reared  in  a  farming 
community,  his  strong  constitution  was  further 
Strengthened  by  farmer's  chores  while  a  child,  and 
farmer's  work  when  an  older  lad.  Hut  he  had  a 
marked  distaste  for  the  occupations  of  a  farmer, 
and  instinctively  aspired  to  a  more  intellectual 
sphere,  lie  had  a  fancy  for  the  printer's  life,  and 
was  once  offered  as  an  apprentice  to  a  printing 
house  in  Hudson.  But  he  was  pronounced  one 
year  too  young;  before  another  year  expired  his 
aspirations  had  sensibly  expanded.  He  would  now 
study  medicine,  and  went  to  live  with  his  great 
uncle  Dr.  Charles  McAllister,  at  South  Lee.  Mass. 
Being  hut  thirteen,  his  preliminary  education  re- 
mained to  be  acquired.  lie  attended  the  district 
school  in  the  winter, and  the  Stockbridge  Academy 
dining  the  summer.  In  the  latter  he  resumed  Latin. 
the  rudiments  of  which  he  had  learned  from  his 
father  at   the  age  of  ten. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


559 


In  two  years  liis  aspirations  were  still  further  en- 
larged. He  began  to  long  for  the  advantages  of 
collegiate  training,  lie  fell  that  the  life  of  a  mere 
medical  practitioner  would  be  too  narrow.  Re- 
turning home  he  rested  on  his  oars  for  some  weeks 
and  pondered  over  the  outlook.  Never  did  a 
youth  more  eagerly  desire  opportunity  to  pursue 
advanced  courses  of  study;  but  the  financial  hob- 
goblin dispehed  every  hope — every  hope  but  his 
father's.  To  him  nothing  seemed  impossible. 
Alexander  one  day  expressed  the  wish  thai  he  were 
old  enough  to  teach  a  .school.  "You  are  old 
enough"  said  the  father,  to  the  amusement  of  some 
others  who  thought  differently,  "1  will  engage  a 
school  for  you."  The  youth  was  hut  fifteen  and 
the  enterprise  was  thought  chimerical,  still  the 
school  was  engaged  in  the  "Rowe  Neighborhood " 
and  it  was  very  successfully  taught  and  controlled. 
A  son  of  Judge  Bokee  was  one  of  his  pupils. 

After  this  the  subject  of  this  sketch  continued  to 
teach  with  comparatively  little  interruption,  dur- 
ing his  whole  life.  The  various  subjects  which 
most  others  pursue  in  higher  schools  were  taken 
up  by  him  in  his  leisure  hours  alone,  lie  went 
through  algebra,  surveying  and  plane  geometry  in 
one  summer  while  in  full  charge  of  a  school.  He 
pursued  Latin.  Greek  and  botany,  but  all  with 
vague  purposes  though  with  ver\  definite  long- 
ings. One  day  hi'  made  the  acquaintance,  at  Pine 
Plains,  in  Dutchess  County. of  Principal  Davis  \Y. 
Clark,  of  Amenia  Seminary — afterward  Bishop  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Under  his  en- 
couragement and  advice  the  young  man  connected 
himself  with  Amenia  Sen. inarv.  September  6,  1842. 
Regardless  of  the  possible  brevity  of  his  connect  ion 
with  the  Seminary  he  entered  upon  a  formal  course 
of  preparation  for  college.  Breaking  away  from 
his  classes  on  the  approach  of  winter,  be  again  en- 
gaged in  teaching,  but  kept  up  the  studies  of  the 
course.  Returning  in  the  spring  he  reviewed  them 
with  his  class  and  maintained  his  standing.  During 
the  following  year.  1  8  13-4,  his  method  was  similar. 
At  the  final  public  exercise-  he  took  the  valedic- 
tory. He  also  acted  a  part  in  a  dramatic  sketch 
written  by  himself  and  entitled  "The  Reign  of 
Terror." 

Life  at  Amenia  Seminary  had  inspired  him  with 


a  high  enthusiasm  and  an  irrepressible  aspiration 
for  learning.  He  determined  to  present  himself 
for  admission  to  college  and  enter  on  faith,  lie 
was  admitted  to  the  Sophomore  class  of  Wesleyan 
University;  here  Dr.  Olin  was  the  lofty  charactei 
which  inspired  his  imagination  and  sustained  his 
hopes.  He  was  obliged  to  spend  the  winter  in  a 
school  at  Winsted,  Conn.,  but  returned  in  the 
spring  and  resumed  his  place  among  his  fellows. 
So  passed  three  years,  and  in  August.  1847,  he 
graduated  as  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Among  his  twenty- 
two  classmates  were  young  men  now  known  in  the 
world  as  Bishop  Andrews  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church;  Senator  Cole  of  California;  President 
Dean  late  of  New  Orleans  University;  Orange 
Judd  of  the  American  Agriculturist  and  the  Prairie 
Farmer;  Rev.  Dr.  .1.  E.  King  of  the  Ft.  Edward 
I  astitute. 

His  Mrs!  year  (  1847-8)  was  spent  at  Pennington 
Mah  Seminary  as  teacher  of  Natural  Sciences. 
Rev.  Stephen  M.  Vail  was  then  Principal, and  under 
his  private  instruction  the  rudiments  of  Hebrew 
were  learned.  The  electric  telegraph  was  now  first 
put  in  operation  between  Baltimore  and  Washing- 
ton; and  the  young  teacher, catching  the  principle, 
but  without  the  sight  of  an  instrument, constructed 
a  working  telegraph,  devised  his  own  alphabet, 
and  gave  two  public  lectures  with  actual  demon- 
strations, to  the  amusement  and  delight  of  large 
audiences.  But  botany  was  made  his  special  studv. 
and  he  gained  here  from  Darlington's  Flora 
Ceslrica,  an  impulse  which  has  never  been  lost.  So 
much  may  be  accomplished  by  an  adequate  and 
genial  book. 

lie  was  now  offered  the  tutorship  in  mathematics 
in  his  Alma  Mater.  Had  this  been  accepted  the 
whole  current  of  his  life  would  have  been  turned 
into  a  different  channel,  lie  accepted  preferably 
the  postof  teacher  of  Natural  Sciences  in  Amenia 
Seminary  an  institution  to  which  he  felt  bound  by 
lender  recollections;  here  he  remained  until  Octo- 
ber,  1850,  in  charge  of  Natural  Sciences.      S e  of 

his  associate-  were  P..  ( ».  Haven  and  Gilberl  Haven, 
both  subsequentlj  bishops  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  Albert  S.  Hunt,  now  one  of  the 
Secretaries  Of  the  American  Bible  Society.  Here 
also     he    made    the    acquaintance     of     Miss    Julia 
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Frances  Lines  of  Utica,  N.  V.  who  held  the  posi- 
tion of  teacher  of  music,  and  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried December  5,  L849.  Hi-  favorite  scientific 
pursuit  during  this  period  was  botany  ,and  lie,  drew 
up  r  complete  catalogue  of  the  plants  of  the  vicin- 
ity, which  was  published  in  the  report  of  the 
Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State,  for  1851; 
he  also  placed  a  complete  set  of  species  in  the  cabi- 
net of  the  Seminary. 

In  October,  1850,  he  removed  to  Alabama,  and 
during  three  or  four  years  had  charge  successively 
of  the  Newbern  Academy,  the  Mesopotamia  Fe- 
male Seminary  at  Eutaw  and  the  Masonic  Univer- 
sity, at  Selma.    His  leading  tive  in  going  South 

was  to  enlarge  his  opportunities  for  observation. 
In  the  scientific  field  he  gave  much  attention  to 
botany,  zoology  and  geology,  and  maintained  a 
correspondence  with  Prof.  S.  F.  Baird  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  and  with  Prof.  L.  Agassiz, 
from  both  of  whom  letter-  of  commendation  wen' 
sent  to  the  University  of  Michigan,  when  in  the 
autumn  of  I'  •">:>.  he  was  nominated  for  the  chair 
of  Physics  and  Civil  Engineering  in  that  institu- 
tion, lie  made  ami  transmitted  to  the  Smithson- 
ian Institution,  collections  of  plants,  animals  and 
fossils  which  were  pronounced  by  the  Secretary, 
in  the  report  for  1853,  to  exceed  those  to  that  time 
contributed  by  any  other  individual.  The  fishes 
were  promptly  studied  by  Dr.  Girard,  and  one  new 
species  received  the  name  of  its  discoverer.  The 
fos-ils  remained  uninvestigated  until  1878,  whena 
new  species  of  o\  ster  received  from  Dr.  C.  A.  White 
the  name  of  its  discoverer. 

Arriving  in  Ann  Arbor  in  January,  1854,  he 
entered  on  the  duties  of  the  chair  of  Physics 
and  Civil  Engineering  but  with  the  promise  of 
a  transfer  to  the  chair  of  Geology,  Zoology  and 
Botany  assoonas  it  should  be  established.  Mean- 
while, in  1855,  he  made  for  the  citizen-  of  Ann 
Arbor,  a  survey  for  a  line  of  railroad  to  Man- 
chester. In  the  same  year  he  was  transferred  Lo 
the  chair  of  Geology,  Zoology  and  Botany,  and 
retained  it  until  June,  1873.  He  entered  on  his 
new  duties  with  all  the  zeal  which  had  sustained 
him  from  the  time  when  he  determined  to  enlarge 
his  sphere  beyond  thai  of  a  medical  practitioner 
destitute  of  a  liberal  education.     Bui   be    was    op- 


posed and  discouraged  by  the  President  of  the 
I  Diversity,  who  had  taken  umbrage  at  his  inde- 
pendent spirit.  Though  sustained  by  the  Board 
Of  Regents  this  opposition  remained  a-  a  tradition 
the  malign  inftuenceof  which  has  never  ceased  to 
be  felt. 

In  1859  he  served  as  Presidenl  of  the  State 
Teacher-'  Association  and  edited  and  published 
the  Michigan  Journal  of  Education.  About  this 
time  or  earlier  he  began  that  system  of  popular 
writing  and  lecturing  on  science  which  ha-  been  so 
widely  appreciated,  ami  has  continued  to  the  pres- 
ent, lie  was  in  fact  the  first  representativi  ol 
science  who  put  the  grandest  facts  and  largest 
thoughts  into  the  language  of  the  multitude,  and 
wrote  to  entertain  a-  well  a-  to  instruct. 

The  Legislature  of   L859,  instigated  by  petitions 
originating  with  the  Professot  of    Geologj   '"    ""' 
University,  passed  a  law  re-establishing  the  Geolo- 
gical Survey  Of    the  State,  and   Prof.  Winched  was 
appointed  Director,  still  retaining  his  chair  in    the 
University.     The  held   work    ot    thi-    survey    was 
conducted  through  two  seasons, and  a  volume  em- 
bodying a  report  of  progress  was  published  by  the 
Legislature,  when   in    1861,  the    outbreak   of  civil 
war  brought  the  survey  to  a  practical  close.     Dur- 
ing eight  \< -ars.  however,  Prof.  Winchell  was  con- 
ceived by   the  people   to   hold    the    place    of    Stale 
Geologist,  and    was  plied    with   the    innumerable 
questions  which  people  find  it  much  easier    to  ask 
than  to  answer  for  themselves.     Duringthis  inter- 
val also.  Prof.  Winchell  engaged  in   palaeontologi- 
cal  investigations  of  the  material  accumulated    by 
the  survey,  and    made  many  publications    in   the 
scientific    journals,     lie    established    seven     new 
genera  and   three  hundred  and   four  new    spei 
mostly  fossil.    By  the  Legislature  of   1869  the  sur- 
vey was  again  sel  in  motion   and    Prof.    Winchell 
was  again  designated  Director.    At  the  end  of  two 
years,  however,  he  handed  in  hi-  resignation.     No 
successor  was  appointed  and  the  work  was  contin- 
ued under  the  direction  of  the  Geological    Hoard. 
In  I  s'Tn  appeared  his  first  popular  book,  "Sketches 
of    Creation"  which  is    -aid    by    the    publishers    to 
have  had  a  larger  -ale  than  any  other  popular  hook 
on  science  ever  published  in    America.     At    about 
the  same  time  appeared  hi-  volume  on  the   "Gene- 
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alogy  of  the  Winchell  Family,"  embodying  the 
results  of  an  immense  amount  of  patient  research, 
lie  also  wrote  up  numerous  articles  for  the  Reviews 
and  Magazines;  and  drew  up  an  extended  account 
of  the  Topography,  Hydrography.  Geology  and 
Climate  of  Michigan  for  Walling's  Atlas.  This  ac- 
count was  afterward  published  separately,  accom- 
panied by  eight  charts  in  colors. 

In  1.S72  correspondence  was  opened  with  him  by 
representatives  of  Syracuse  University  who  desired 
to  secure  him  for  the  position   of  Chancellor.     To 
this  time,  he  had  peremptorily  declined  the  execu- 
tive position    in    any    collegiate    institution.      lie 
felt  that  its  duties  were  so  different  from    those  of 
a    professor's   chair  that   his   time  was  likely  to  he 
frittered  away   in    unimproving  occupations,  and 
his  pursuit  of  science  would  lie  hopelessly  arrested. 
His  life-long  devotion  to  careful  scientific    study, 
and   the   ureal  body  of  his    scientific  acquisitions 
would  he  little  available  in  the  performance  of  the 
customary  duties  of  a  college  or  university    presi- 
dent.     He    had,    m     this     view,    declined    several 
presidental    positions,    including  those    in     three 
State  Universities,  one  of  which  now  occupies  the 
front  rank  in  America.     Hut  in  the  case    of    Syra- 
i  use  University,  it  was  represented  as  the  desire  of 
the   trustees  that  lie  should  not  divest    himself    of 
the  character  of  a  scientific  in  vestigatoi-.   A  salaried 
financial  agent  was  in  the  employ  of    the   Univer- 
sity, and  the  Chancellor  would  find  much  time  for 
intellectual   pursuits.      The     prospect    of    an    im- 
proved financial  situation  also  exerted  its  influence 
on  a  man  long  pinched   by  the   niggardly    salaries 
paid  by  the  University  of   Michigan.     He  yielded 
to  the  persuasion    offered,  and    in    January,    1<S7;'>, 
entered  upon  his  duties  cheered  by    every   mani- 
festation  of  good    will    from    students,  university 
officials. and  citizens    of  Syracuse.     His    inaugural 
address  on  "The  Modern  University"  was  delivered 
in  Wieting  Opera  House,  February    I.'!,    187:3.     As 
pre-determined  he  devoted  some  share  of  his  time 
to  completing  the  literary  and  scientific  enterprises 
which  hi>  removal  from  Michigan   had    left  unfin- 
ished; but  lie  never  found  opportunity  to  take   up 
new  scientific  work,  and    felt    that    from    the    mo- 
ment he  assumed  the  Chancellor's  chair  he  began 
to  disappear  from  the  arena   of   scientific    activity. 


lie-  soon  discovered,  also,  that  the  financial  stale  of 
the  University  was  such  as  to    require   the    Chan- 
cellor to  devote  his  chief  energies   to  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  endowment.  Fortheduties  of  solicitor 
of     money     he     had     no     qualification.     Between 
palaeontologist  and  financial  agent   was  a  gap   so 
broad  that  he  had  never  contemplated  crossing    it. 
lie  accordingly  notified  the  Hoard  of    Trustees    in 
March,  L874,  of  his  intention  to  vacate  the   chair 
of   (  liancellor  at  the  close  of    the  year.      This    was 
accordingly  done;  and  the  Board  courteously  voted 
1500  toward  the  expense  of  a  trip  to  Europe,  with 
Mime  months'  leave  of  absence  from  the   chair    of 
Geology  which  they  simultaneously  urged   him   to 
accept,  at   least    provisionally.     During    this   brief 
connection  with  Syracuse  University  he  published 
two    books,    written    rather     in    philosophic    than 
scientific  style.     He  delivered  two  lectures    before 
the  Drew   Theological  Seminary  and  these  at   the 
urgent    request   of    some    who    heard   them    were 
placed     in     the    hands      of     Harper     Brothers    for 
publication.     They    form    a    small     book    entitled 
"The  Dcctrine  of  Evolution,  its    Data,  its   Princi- 
ples, its  Speculations  and    its  Theistic  Bearings." 
II  is  simply  a  popular  exposition  of    the   doctrine, 
without  any   attempt    to   attack   or    defend.      The 
other  book  appearing  during  this  interval  was  en- 
titled "Reconciliation  of  Science  and  Religion," 
in  the  various  chapters  of   which  the  common  pur- 
pose was  to  show  why  the  representatives  of  science 
and  religion  have  been  so  much  at  variance,  and  to 
demonstrate  that  this  docs  not  arise  from  any   ne- 
cessity of  things. 

In  pursuance  of  a  plan  formed  while  yet  at  Ann 
Arbor,  he  visited  Europe  with  his  family  in  July. 
1873.  The  immediate  objed  was  to  secure  musical 
advantages  for  his  eldest  daughter.  After  some 
travel  he  settled  his  family  in  Berlin,  and  at  the 
beginning  of  September,  was  at  his  post  again  in 
Syracuse.  In  July  of  the  following  year,  he  re- 
joined his  family  in  Europe,  and  after  further  so- 
journ at  places  of  interest,  returned  with  them  late 
in   December. 

In  January.  1875,  he  was  waited  on  by  Bishop 
II.  N.  McTyeire  of  Vanderbilt  University,  who  de- 
sired him  to  assume  the  chair  of  Geology,  Zoology 
and   Botany  in  that  institution;  but  he  would  only 
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consent  to  an  engagemenl  for  three  months  each 
vear  -continuing  an  engagemenl  for  two  or  three 
months  with  Syracuse  University.  1  nder  this  ar- 
rangenienl  he  lectured  in  VanderbiH  I  University  in 
1875-1876  and  1877.  At  the  end  of  liis  lasl  course 
he  was  notified  by  Bishop  McTyeire  thai  his  resig- 
nation would  be  acceptable  to  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees. The  reason  assigned  was  thai  lie  was  under- 
stood to  hold  to  the  doctrine  of  evolution,  and 
had  also  published  at  Syracuse,  a  pamphlet  em- 
bodying some  articles  contributed,  by  editorial 
request,  l<>  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate,  in 
which  he  defended  the  belief  in  Preadamites.  For 
such  reasons  he  refused  to  offer  his  resignation,  and 
the  Board  accordingly  abolished  the  lectureship 
1 , ,  i < I  by  him.  This  action  produced  considerable 
commotion  throughout  both  North  and  South. 

Prof.  Wlnchell  still  retained  his  house  in  Ann 
Arbor,  and  in  fact  the  greater  pari  of  his  furniture 
had  never  bein  removed.  His  family  re- occupied 
the  premises  at  the  end  of  1876,  and  now  in  1877, 
lie  found  himself  at  work  again  within  the  precincts 
hallowed  by  so  many  years  of  previous  mental  toil. 
Prompted  b>  Dr.  Strong's  criticisms  of  his  article 
on  Preadamites  in  McClintock  <fc  Strong's  Cyclo- 
paedia, and  bj  the  prescriptive  course  pursued  by 
the  authorities  of  Vandei'bill  University,  he  now 
more  carefully  studied  the  question  of  Preadamites, 
and  arranged  the  results  of  his  research  in  a  volume 
which  in  1880,  was  published  by  S.  ('.  Griggs  & 
Co..  of  Chicago.  Meantime,  in  1879,  he  was  re- 
called to  the  University  of  Michigan  and  assumed 
thechairof  Geology  and  Palaeontology,  which  he 
still  holds.  ( >n  assuming  this  chair  hepreparedan 
extended  Syllabus  of  a  year's  course  of  lectures  in 
geologj  •  with  copious  references  to  authorities.  In 
188]  appeared  his  ''Sparks  from  a  Geologist's 
Hammer"  in  which  are  gathered  productions  ex- 
tending over  quite  a  range  of  themes  from  de- 
seripth  e  to  philosophic. 

For  years  he  had  prosecuted  at  intervals,  as  time 
iiermittid.a  literary  enterprise  which  now  was  on 
the  point  of  provisional  abandonment,  bul  which 
had  absorbed  so  much  of  his  time  and  attention 
that  it  ought  to  be  mentioned.  From  his  early 
years  the  relation  of  religious  faith  to  intelligence 
had  deeply  interested  him,  and    he    bad    earnestly 


defended,  on  many  occasions,  the  harmony  of  re- 
ligious fait  h   with  science  and   philosophy.       lie  had 

written  over  thirty  articles  for  the  Northwestern 
Cliristian  Advocate  on  the  solicitation  of  Editor 
Dr.  Eddy,     lie   had   delivered  several    courses   of 

lectures  in  one  of  the  churches  at   Ann   Arbor  as    a 

sort  of  Bible  Class  exercise  which  hundreds  of 
students  from  the  I  "niversity  had  attended.  Finally, 
he  was  requested  by  Messrs.  Hurst  a-  (rook-  to 
write  a  volume  on  the  general  subject  for  the 
"Theological  and  Biblical  Library"  which  they 
were  editing,  and  such  an  arrangement  was  an- 
nounced in  the  first  volume  of  the  "Library,"  in 
1*7:1.  This  promised  volume  was  then  far  ad- 
vanced, s three  hundred  thousand  wordsbeing 

in  manuscript.     Subsequently,  however,  he  learned 

through  a  friend    in  official   position  that     the    -u-- 

picions  resting  against  his  "orthodoxy"  would 
impair  the  authority  and  usefulness  of  the  com- 
templated  volume,  as  was  feared,  and  he  accord- 
ingly desisted  from  continuance  Of  work  under  the 
arrangements.  No  word  of  correspondence  how- 
ever, has  passed  between  him  and  the  editors  of 
later  date  than   1879. 

In  the  realms  of  science  no  contemplation-  have 
proved  more  fascinating  to  him  than  those  on  the 
unity  of  nature — especially  the  unity  of  the  physi- 
cal world.  He  early  embraced  the  theory  of  the 
nebular  origin  of  the  world,  lie  developed  the 
germinal  conception  in  hundreds  of  lectures  and 
platform  addresses  into  a  panoramic  \  nu  of  a 
world's  life  time.  Thousands  have  professed  them- 
selves fascinated  by  the  grandeur  of  the  thoughts 
set  forth.  With  a  view  to  bringing  his  reasonings 
and  speculations  into  a  complete  system,  and  giv- 
ing them  a  more  scientific  enunciation  than  could 
be  done  in  popular  lectures,  he  prepared  a  work 
which  was  published  in  1883,  by  Griggs  a-  Co.. 
under  the  title  of  "World  Life  or  Comparative 
Geology."  This,  while  suited  for  general  reading 
among  thoughtful  people,  ha-  been  adopted   as   a 

text    I k    iii    several    institutions   of  university 

grade. 

Long  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  geol- 
ogy could  no ist  advantageously  he  presented  to 
pupils  according  to  the  inductive  or  observational 
method,  he   planned    an    elementary    text    hook   a- 
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early  as  1881.  This,  however,  was  not  written  be- 
fore 1883.  It  was  published  May.  1884,  by  Griggs 
&  Co.,  tinder  the  title  of  "Geological  Excursions. 
or  the  Rudiments  of  Geology  for  Young  Learners.'-' 
This  book  is  specially  intended  to  promote  the 
study  of  geology  in  primary  schools, and  to  enable 
teachers  without  geological  training  to  take  the 
charge  of  elementary  classes. 

In  pursuance  of  the  same  objects  he  entered  on 
the  preparation  of  a  text  book  for  learners  of  more 
advanced  years.  The  result  is  his  ''Geological 
Studies;  or  Elements  of  Geology  for  High  Schools. 
Colleges,  Normal  and  other  Schools."  Both  these 
text  books  arc  meeting  with  a  cordial  reception. 

During  several  years  back  Dr.  J.  II.  Vincent  in 
letters  and  interviews  had  expressed  a  desire  that 
Prof.  Winchell  prepare  a  book  on  geology  for  the 
Chautauqua  Literary  and  Scientific  Circle.  Finally 
a  definite  understanding  was  reached  in  December, 
1885,  and  a  contract  was  made  with  Messrs.  Phillips 
&  Hunt,  of  New  York,  for  the  preparation  of  the 
manuscript.  The  work  was  completed  and  trans- 
cribed and  the  manuscript  in  the  publishers'  hands 
by  the  1  llth  of  March,  under  the  title  of  "Walks 
and  Talks  in  the  Geological  Field."  It  was  much 
regretted  by  the  author  that  it  did  not  appear 
practicable  to  introduce  any  illustrations.  It  was 
hoped,  however,  that  those  using  the  book  would 
have  access  to  the  illustrations  in  some  of  the 
writer's  other  works — mere  particularly,  his  geol- 
ogical studies. 

In  the  midst  of  other  literary  and  scientific  work 
lie  has  within  a  few  years  prepared  numerous  arti- 
cles for  reviews  and  magazines,  including  the 
"North  American  Review,"  '-The  Forum,"  "The 
I  Iomiletic  Review,"  "The  Methodist  Review,"  and 
critical  articles  for  "The  Dial"  of  Chicago. 

He  was  designated  by  the  University  Senate  to 
deliver  commemorative  addresses  on  occasion  of 
the  deaths  of  Prof.  James  C.  Watson,  ex-Pres.  E. 
().  Haven  and  Prof.  B.  F.  Cocker.  He  is  engaged 
in  geological  work  under  the  auspices  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Geological  Survey.  During  the  entire 
summer  of  1886  he  served  the  State  Geological 
Survey  of  Minnesotain  the  region  north  of  Lake 
Superior,  where  his  duties  kept  him  most  of  the 
time  far  beyond  the  reach  of  mail  communication. 


A  report  of    the    work    done  in    this  interesting 
region  remains  to  lie  prepared. 

Prof.  Winchell  in  1867  received  the  degree 
i.if  Doctor  of  Laws  from  the  Wesleyan  University. 
He  has  been  elected  ••Corresponding"  or  "Honor- 
ary" member  of  most  of  the  Scientific  Academies 
and  Societies  of  the  United  States  and  of  many  in 
Europe.  lie  is  a  Fellow  of  the  American  Associa- 
tion for  the  advancement  of  Science,  and  has  been 
a  member  since  1850. 


SCAR  EASTOX.  Among  the  farmers  and 
representative  men  of  Lima  Township  we 
are  gratified  to  present  the  name  of  this  one 
whose  success  here  has  certainly  entitled  him  to 
consideration.  His  father  was  En os  Easton,  a  na- 
tive of  New  Jersey  who  in  early  life  removed  to 
Seneca  County.  N.  Y.,  and  afterward  to  Yates 
County  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
His  marriage  had  taken  place  in  New  Jersey  with 
Sarah  Drake,  a  native  of  that  State,  and  to  them 
were  born  seven  sons  and  six  daughters.  The 
mother  died  in  1*27  and  the  father  was  again  mar- 
ried to  Mrs.  Margaret  (Drown)  Niece  who  had  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  The  father  was  not  only 
a  farmer  but  in  early  life  pursued  the  trade  of  ;i 
weaver.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics  and  took  an 
active  part  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  son  Mark,  a 
half-brother  of  our  subject,  died  in  the  army  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War. 

Our  subject  was  horn  October  11,  1825,  in  .Mid- 
dlesex, Yates  County,  N.  Y..  and  when  thirteen 
years  of  age  he  came  with  an  elder  brother  to 
Michigan  where  he  has  since  resided,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  four  years  which  he  spent  in  New  York. 
In  1846  he  and  a  brother  next  older,  not  the  one 
with  whom  he  came  to  Michigan,  purchased  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres, of  which  Oscar  has  him- 
self cleared  thirty  acres,  anil  he  now  owns  the  en- 
tire farm  to  which  he  has  added  forty  acres.  (If 
his  brothers  and  sisters  all  of  the  first  family  have 
died  except  one  brother,  and  among  the  younger 
ones  only  one  brother  and  two  sisters  are  living. 
His   sister   Saliua  was   for   fourteen  years  a  teacher 


564 


PORTRAIT  AND  lUOOKAl'IIICAL    ALBUM. 


in  lndi:i  since  which  lime  she  h:i-  traveled  and 
lectured  in  this  country,  presenting  the  cause  of 
the  missionary  society . 

Oscar  Easton  and  Matilda  J.  Whitaker  were  mar- 
ried on  the  6th  of  March,  1851.  They  were  married 
in  Lima  Township  a1  the  home  of  the  bride's  father, 
Isaac  Whitaker,  who  came  i<>  this  State  in  l.s.'ST. 
ami  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  iii  this  section. 
Mrs.  Easton's  ther  was  Achsah  (Cushman)  Whit- 
aker, a  native  i'I'  New  York,  to  whom  were  horn 
four  sons  and  three  daughters.  Mr.  Whitaker  had 
been  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  for 
some  years  Highway  Commissioner  of  Lima  Town- 
ship. 

To. Mr.  and  .Mrs.  La-ton  have  been  horn  five 
children:  Edwin  I.,  who  married  Cora  Litchfield 
and  resides  on  his  father's  farm;  ( !.  Herman  man  ied 
Sarah  Smith;  William  A.  married  Mae  Phelps,  and 
lives  in  Scio  Township;  Minnie  M.  who  died  in 
1891,  and  Cora  B.,  the  wife  of  Warren  W.  Wad- 
ham-. 
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I  of  Augusta  Township  residing  on  section 
*  :i.  lie  is  one  of  the  best  types  of  the  Ger- 
man-American element,  whose  constancy 
to  the  business  in  hand,  and  whose  thrift  have 
added  so  greatly  to  the  value  of  our  agricultural 
regions.  Mr.  Breining  is  a  native  of  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  and  was  born  June  21.  1836.  He  is  a 
son  of  Martin  and  Man  Breining, being  the  oldest 
of  his  father's  family,  lie  was  reared  in  his  native 
country,  and  there  remained  until  he  had  passed 
hi-  -i  steenl  li  \  ear. 

Mr.  Breinig  received  a  fair  education  in  his  na- 
tive tongue,  and  after  coming  to  America  attended 
school  in  this  Mate  for  three  winters  and  in  this 
ua\  has  become  well  posted  in  not  onlj  the  En- 
glish language,  but  in  the  American  manners  and 
custom-.  He  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1852, 
taking  passage  at  Havre,  France,  on  a  sailing  ves- 
sel, and  after  ■■ can  voyage  which  lasted  forty- 


seven  days,  he  landed  in  New  York,  hut  proceeded 
immediately  to  Washtenaw  County,  this  state. 

While  in  Germany,  at  the  ageof  fourteen  years, 
'our  subjecl  was  hound  out  a-  an  apprentice  to 
learn  the  cabinet-maker's  trade,  lie  served  for 
nearly  three  years,  and  after  coming  to  this  coun- 
try he  put  into  practice  the  lesson-  that  he  had 
learned  of  skilled  workman-hip  a-  a  carpenter  and 
joiner.  This  work  he  followed  until  about  1*79. 
since  which  time  he  has  turned  his  attention  to 
other  business.  In  the  fall  of  1865  our  subject  set- 
thai  on  the  farm  which  he  at  present  owns,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  a  resident  here,  although 
for  a  number  of  years  after  locating  at  this  place, 
he  worked  at  his  trade,  the  work  of  the  farm  being 
cariied  on  by  other  parties. 

Mr.  Breining  was  married  December  29,  1859,  at 
which  time  he  united  his  fate  with  that  of  Mary 
E.  Drayton,  who  was  horn  in  York-hire.  England, 
November  IK,  1840.  She  is  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Ann  Drayton,  the  formerof  whom  is  deceased; 
the  latter  resides  at  the  present  time  in  Van  l'.iircn 
Township.    Wayne  County.  Mich.     In    1849   Mrs. 

Breining  was  brought  by  her  parent-  to  America. 
They  resided  in  Western  Xew  York  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  then  came  to  Wayne  County.  Mich., 
settling  in  Van  Buren  Township.  She  is  the  eldest 
of  five  children,  whose  names  arc  a-  follows:  Mary 
E.,  William.  John,  Joseph  and  Vernie,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Adam  I).  Wise.  Mrs.  Breining'.*  mother 
has  reached  patriarchal  years,  being  at  the  present 
time  seventy-six  years  of  age. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  horn 
twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom  are  living.  They 
are  Lizzie  E.,  Austin  M..  William  .1..  Melvin  S., 
Ralph  ('..John  W.,  Mary  E.,Vernie  C.  (deceased), 
Clarence  I'",..  Myrtic  I...  Lois  I).  and  Laura  I).,  the 
last  two  being  twins.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Breining  arc 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Stony  Creek,  and  are  active  and  helpful  members 
of  society.  Our  subject  is  one  of  the  honored 
Trustees  of  the  church  t"  which  he  belongs.  IL- 
has  besides  acted  as  Highway  Commissioner  of  Au- 
gusta Township  for  two  year.-,  and  is  now  serving 
as  School  Director.  He  own*  a  good  farm  of  sev- 
enty  acres  of  land,  and  in  all  his  labors  he  has  hen 
ably  assisted  by  his  wife,  who  has  been   for   years 
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his  loving  companion  and  counselor.  Mr.  Braining 
is  a  public-spirited  man  and  generous  1"  a  degree. 
He  has  been  identified  for  a  long  time  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  of  Ypsilanti. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  well  qualified  to  enjoy 
the  comforts  of  the  pleasant  home  which  they  have. 
He  is  possessed  of  good  business  capacity  and  is 
very  successful  in  all  his  dealings.  Politically  he 
is  a  Democrat. 

On  another  page  of  this  volume  appears  a  litho- 
graphic view  of  the  pleasant  homestead  of  Mr. 
Breining. 
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GEOROE  N.  HAMMOND,  a  prominent  farm- 
.  er  and  stock-raiser  in  Augusta  Township, 
j  is  a  native  of  Washtenaw  County,  and  one 
of  the  types  of  men  whom  the  locality  is  proud 
to  claim  as  her  own  product.  Mr.  Hammond  was 
born  August  30,  1847,  and  is  the  son  of  Horace 
P.  and  Urvilla  (Sisson)  Hammond.  The  former  was 
a  native  of  New  York  State.  Our  subject's  parents 
emigrated  to  this  county  and  located  in  the  neigh- 
borhood half  a  century  ago,  finally  settling  on 
section  3.  Air.  Hammond,  Sr.,  died,  aged  eighty- 
one  years.  He  was  a  venerable  and  imposing  fig- 
ure among  the  pioneers  that  still  linger  as  a  re- 
minder of  those  who  have  worked  for  the  present 
comforts  and  advantages  that  are  enjoyed.  Our 
subject's  mother  is  a  few  years  younger  than  the 
father,  and  she  is  the  oldest  pioneer  of  Augusta 
Township.  Of  seven  children  born  to  them,  sis 
survive. 

The  children  of  which  our  subject  is  one  are 
Linda,  the  wife  of  B.  Moorman ; George  X..  Morris; 
Walter,  who  is  deceased;  David  A.,  Henry;  Thetis. 
who  is  the  widow  of  Ileman  Leonard.  Prof. 
David  A.  .Hammond  is  superintendent  of  the 
Charlotte  (Mich.)  Schools  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  State  Board  of  Education.  Our  subject's 
parents  settled  in  the  woods  on  coming  to  this 
State  and  experienced  the  usual  privations  and 
hardships  subject  to  pioneer  life.  George  N.  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  this  county  and  early  became 
familiar  with  the  duties  of  a    farmer    lad   and   also 


some  features  of  agricultural  life  to  which  farmer 
boys  of  this  time  are  entire  strangers. 

Mi'.  Hammond  has  in  the  past  done  a  good  deal 
of  pioneer  work.  He  received  the  rudiments  of 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  neigh- 
borhood. He  was  the  eldest  son  of  his  family  and 
as  his  help  became  valuable  he  could  be  illy  spared 
from  the  farm  work,  hence  was  denied  higher  edu- 
cational advantages.  He  has.  however,  made  up 
to  some  degree  for  his  privations  in  this  respect  by 
individual  effort.  Our  subject  was  married  Dec- 
ember -Jo.  1*77.  to  Miss  Franeelia  Abbey,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Susan  Abbey  of  Augusta  Town- 
ship. Airs.  Hammond  was  born  in  Madison, Madi- 
son County.  X.  Y..  May  24.  1*44.  By  this  union 
there  was  one  son.  Milo.  who  was  born  January 
25.  1879,  and  a  daughter,  Myrtie  S.,  who  was 
bora  October  Hi.  1880,  and  died  October  28,  1888, 
aged  eight  years  anil   nine  days. 

Mr.  Hammond  is  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  com- 
prising eighty  aevs  of  land,  lie  and  his  family 
live  in  comfort  and  the  ease  which  they  enjoy  is 
the  result  of  his  unceasing  effort  and  industry,  for 
he  was  not  born  with  silver  spoon  in  his  mouth. 
nor  did  the  fates  shower  coin  upon  him  unearned 
in  early  manhood.  Although  loyal  to  the  interests 
of  his  township  and  interested  in  its  progress,  he 
has  never  been  ambitious  to  hold  local  office,  al- 
though he  has  been  at  various  times  solicited  to 
become  a  nominee,  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  at  Willis,  this  State,  while  his 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Augusta,  and  both  are  respected  and  honored  mem- 
bers of  society.  Mr.  Hammond  is  classed  among 
the  public-spirited,  progressive  and  enterprising 
citizens  Of  Augusta  Township  and  enjoys  to  the 
fullest  the   confidence  of  the  business    community. 

A  view  of  the  pleasant  rural  home  of  Mr.  Ham- 
mond is  presented  in  connection  with  this  biogra- 
phical sketch. 


ACOB     BREINING.      The    gentleman,    who 
now  holds  the  office  of  Supervisor  of  Free- 
dom   Township,    is  a  resident  of  section  26, 
\Ky      of    that    township    and    there   owns    a    fine 
farm.     Mr.  Breining  is  a  son  of  Jacob  Breining,  a 
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native  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  who  died  in 
August,  1853,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  In 
bis  youth,  he  learned  the  cooper's  trade  and  was 
occupied  with  that  for  manj  years,  but  during  his 
later  years  was  a  farmer.  Our  subject's  mother 
was  Mary  (Reitmiller)  Breining,a  native  of  Wurt- 
emberg;  she  died  in  February,  1864,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years.  Her  marriage  took  place  in  Ger- 
many and  there  she  and  her  husband  lived  until 
1836,  when  they  came  to  America.  Their  arrival 
in  Michigan  was  in  July,  1836. 

On  the  location  of  our  subject's  parents  in  this 
township,  they  settled  on  the  farm  which  Mr. 
Breining  now  owns.  The  father  was  one  of  the 
first  German  settlers  in  this  township.  The  first 
tract  of  land,  which  he  purchased,  comprised  forty 
aires  which  were  all  in  a  wild  State,  being  heavily 
timbered.  After  building  a  log  house,  he  found 
himself  in  debt  to  the  extent  of  $100,  but  before 
his  decease,  his  place  was  entirely  unincumbered, 
he  had  added  forty  acres  and  placed  upon  it  valu- 
able   improvements.     While    in    his   native    land, 

.1; b  Breining,  Sr.  had  served  for  six  months   in 

the  German  army.  He  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Evangelical  Church,  they  being  among  the 
lirst  members  of  that  denomination  which  was 
organized  here  in  1840,  at  that  time  there  being 
not  more  than  nine  or  ten  members.  He  was  an 
active  and  enthusiastic  woiker  in  tins  direction. 
Politically  a  Democrat,  in  important  issues  he  was 
an  active  worker  in  local  politics,  and  was  greatly 
interested  in  educational  affairs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Breining,  Sr.  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living,  al- 
though .Jacob  Breining  is  the  only  one  who  is  a 
resident  of  this  township.  He  is  the  eldest  of  the 
family  and  was  horn  August  1!'.  1*27.  in  Wurtem- 
berg,  Germany,  and  was  in  his  ninth  year  when 
his  parents  came  to  Michigan.  At  that  early  day 
the  country  was  very  wild  and  the  forests 
abounded  with  wild  animals.  Our  subject's  father 
was  a  great  hunter  and  on  lirst  settling  here  he 
supplied  the  family  larder  almost  entirely,  as  far 
as  meats  are  concerned,  with  the  vicitims  of  his 
rifle.     He  was  a  line  marksman  and  had  experience 

as  a  woodsman,    having   served    as    ga keeper    in 

( Icrmanv. 


In  his  boyhood  Jacob  Breining  attended  school 

in  the  district  in  which  he  now  lives  and  there  ac- 
quired  a  practical  knowledge  that  has  been  of 
great  aid  to  him  in  his  alter  lite,  although  the 
system  and  theories  in  practice  at  that  lime  were 
not  what  they  are  to-day.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  he  went  to  learn  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's 

trade  and  after  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three 

years,  he  began  to  work  at  it  for  himself  and  was 
thus  employed  for  seven  years  longer.  According 
to  the  old  time  custom,  he  was  subject  to  hi.-  father 
until  he  had  reached  his  majority.  After  that 
time  he  worked  for  himself  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years  he  assumed  charge  of  the  home- 
stead, which  at  that  time  had  increased  in  propor- 
tion to  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Since  then 
he  has  added  forty  acres  more  and  now  has  ninety 
acres  under  the  plow.  For  the  past  twenty-nine 
years  he  has  been  proprietor  of  this  farm  and  after 
the  death  of  his  father  he  cared  for  his  mother  un- 
til her  decease. 

In  1H,">4  Mr.  Breining  was  married  to  Miss  .lust- 
ina  Widmeyer,  a  native  of  the  same  place  as  is  our 
subject  and  horn  in  January,  1830.  she  came 
to  America  about  1847—48.  She  is  well  educated 
in  the  literature  and  sciences  of  her  native  land. 
Six  children  came  in  time  to  grace  the  home  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife.  They  are  by  name. 
Justina,  who  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  F.  Stabler  and 
lives  in  Lodi  Township,  having  four  children; 
Christina  who  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Feldkamp  and 
lives  in  Lodi  Township;  Mary  Ann.  the  wife  of 
"William  Wackcr,  who  lives  in  Oregon  and  has  three 
children:  J.  Frederick  and  William  M..  both  of 
whom  live  at  home  and  Charles  G.  who  resides  in 
Ann  Arbor. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Breining  are  leading  members  in 
the  Evangelical  Church  in  winch  our  subject  has 
been  Trustee  for  the  past  ten  years.  He  is  a  man 
who  believes  in  the  potency  of  individual  power 
as  brought  about  by  education  and  has  given  his 
own  children  every  advantage  possible,     lb'  has 

been    Director   of  his  scl 1   district   for  the  past 

twenty  years.  Always  active  in  politics  he  early 
espoused  the  cause  of   the   Democratic  party   and 

has  been  a  firm  adherent   of    it    ever    since.       In    his 

early  manhood  he  «as  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
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serving  in  that  position  for  twenty-two  years,  and 
was  Highway  Commissioner  for  nine  years  and  for 
two  years  was  Township  Clerk.  He  occupied  his 
present  office  four  years,  prior  to  his  present  in- 
cumbency, and  in  1K81  he  was  again  elected  Super- 
visor and  has  served  for  seven  years.  Beginning 
life  for  himself  as  a  young  man,  he  had  nothing 
and  has  worked  up  until  he  has  acquired  the  pre- 
sent handsome  property.  Years  ago  he  bought 
out  the  interest  of  the  five  other  heirs  to  the 
homestead,  so  that  it  is  now  his  property  solely. 
Mr.  Breining  has  witnessed  the  growth  of  this 
township  through  all  its  stages,  from  a  wild  and 
barren  wilderness  to  its  present  beautifully-im- 
proved and  productive  state.  While  public  spir- 
ited and  generous,  the  major  part  of  his  attention 
has  always  lu-eii  paid  to  his  farm.  Lately  he  has 
engaged  largely  in  raising  Durham  cattle. 

Elsewhere  in  this  book  appears  a  view  of  the 
commodious  residence  and  rural  surroundings  on 
the  farm  of  Mr.  Breining:. 


WAMKS  B.  LINDSLEY.  The  farming  class  of 
America  and  especially  of  the  northern  tier 
of  States,  is  notable  for  the  degree  of  intel- 
ligence that  is  possessed  among  its  represent- 
atives. Our  subject  belongs  to  one  of  the  most 
progressive  of  families  and  is  proud  o''  the  fact  that 
his  father  was  one  of  those  fast  disappearing  land- 
marks of  a  heroic  past — an  early  pioneer. 

Mr.  Lindsley  was  born  on  the  farm   where  he  still 

lives,  October  24,  1834.  lie  is  a  son  of  Samuel 
and  Rachel  (Beaty)  Lindsley,  natives  of  Ireland. 
Our  subject's  father  came  to  America  in  I  Ml  II,  when 
a  young  man.  lie  was  two  months  in  crossing  the 
ocean.  On  first  landing  here  he- was  engaged  in 
the  ship  yards  of  New  York  City  for  some  time, 
and  then  went  to  Long  Island  where  he  was  at 
work  for  four  years.  He  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade  while  in  his  native  land  but  did  not  devote 
much  attention  to  it  after  coming  here.  After 
leaving   New  York    City  he  went  on  to   Western 


New  York,  to  Groveland  Township,  Livingston 
County,  where  he  and  a  brother  purchased  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  acres.  This  they  cultivated  for 
several  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1833  Mr.  Lindsley, 
Sr.,  came  to  Michigan  and  took  up  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  on  section  32,  Saline  Township,  the 
deed  of  which  was  signed  by  Andrew  Jackson, 
then  President.  At  the  same  time  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  just  across  the  line  in 
Lenawee  County. 

On  returning  to  New  York  State  OUi  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Rachel  Beaty,  who  came  to 
America  when  quite  young.  The  young  couple  at 
once  came  to  their  new  home  in  Michigan  where 
he  had  built  a  little  log  cabin.  Not  a  stick  of  tim- 
ber had  been  cut  for  several  miles  around  at  that 
time  and  no  roads  had  as  yet  been  laid  out,  except 
tin1  Chicago  turnpike  which  ran  through  the  town- 
ship. All  kinds  of  game  were  plentiful  and  the 
wolves  would  gather  about  the  house  and  make 
night  hideous  with    their  howls. 

Our  subject's  father  cleared  and  improved  tin- 
place  and  March  27,  1856,  departed  this  life,  being 
at  the  time  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  In  his  relig- 
ious preference  he  was  a  Presbyterian  and  before 
coming  to  this  country  was  associated  with  the 
.Masons.  His  wife  died  February  12,1880.  Of  the 
four  children  that  were  born  to  them,  three  lived 
to  years  of  maturity  and  two  still  survive.  James 
B.  is  the  elder.  He  was  born  in  the  log  cabin  built 
by  his  father  and  his  educational  advantages  were 
of  the  most  meagre  nature.  As  soon  as  old  enough 
he  took  part  in  the  farm  work,  plowing  with  an 
ox-team,  picking  up  brush  and  burning  out  stumps. 
After  his  father's  death  he  worked  for  eleven  years 
on  the  farm  and  in  1868  began  farming  on  his  own 
account.     He  has  always  lived  in  the  old  homestead. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  married  April  3,  1881, 
to  Annie  Snauble.a  German  lady,  who  was  brought 
to  America  by  her  parents  at  the  age  of  four  years. 
Four  children  have  graced  their  union.  They  art- 
Samuel  E.,  James  E.,  Mary  E.  and  an  infant,  as 
yet  unnamed.  After  becoming  naturalized,  our 
subject's  first  vote  was  cast  for  James  Buchanan. 
1  le  is  an  ardent  Democrat  in  his  political  prefer- 
ence. Mr.  Lindsley  has  held  various  school  offices 
and  has  served  on  the  Grand  Jury.    Mrs.  Lindsley 
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is  a  Baptist  in  her  religious  profession.  Thej  own 
<  >iii-  hundred  and  thirty -two  acres  of  land  which  was 
purchased  by  his  father  from  the  Government;  i1 
has  never  changed  hands  or  been  mortgaged.  He 
here  raises  all  kinds  df  stuck.  He  is  a  well-informed, 
well-read  man  and  one  of  the  helpful  citizens  of 
the  locality.  His  father  helped  t<>  organize  this 
school  district.  The  tirst  meeting  was  held  in 
1837  and  the  second  meeting  ennvened  in  his  log 
house.  lie  was  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic 
workers  on  the  scl Ihouse  and  much  of  the  in- 
side linish  is  the  work  of  Ids  hands. 
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AMES  L.  GREGORY   is  a  prominent  farmer 

in  Saline  Township,  and  was  horn  Septem- 
ber 29,  isi'i.  He  i-  a  son  of  William  M. 
Gregory,  who  is  a  native  of  (ienesee 
County,  N.  Y.  The  last-named  gentleman  was  one 
of  the  tirst  settlers  in  the  township  and  a  very 
intelligent  and  highlj  respected  man  who  took 
meat  interest  in  the  organization  and  workings  of 
pioneer  societies,  and  who  was  the  author  of  a 
number  of  ably-written  articles  on  pioneer  life  in 
his  township,  which  appeared  ill  the  Detroit  Tribune 
and  other  papers.  William  Gregory  was  a  man  of 
unimpeachable  character  and  a  high  standard  of 
honor.  He  was  a  very  prominent  churchman  and 
much  interested  in  the  early  Organization  of 
churches  in  this  portion  of  the  country. 

Our  subject's  father  came  to  Michigan  about 
1831  and  located  <  tovernmenl  land  in  Saline  Town- 
ship, on  section  1  1.  lie  at  once  huilt  a  log  house 
and  settled  in  the  woods.  Indians  were  then  in 
the  country  in  quite  large  numbers.  Mr.  Gregory 
cleared  and  improved  a  farm,  lie  was  a  well  edu- 
cated man  who  had  si  tidied  for  the  l'rcshvterian 
ministry,  but  his  eyesight  failing  he  was  obliged  to 
give    up    the    idea    and    taught    school  for  several 

years  in  Genesee  County,  N.  V..  hut  after  c bag 

here  he  followed  farming.  This  gentlemai  died 
in  1881,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  lie  was  for 
several  years  Supervisor  of  the  township.  A  Pres- 
byterian in  his  church  proclivities,  he  took  a  prom- 


inent stand  in  all  affair-  of  ihe  locality.  Hi-  father 
wa-  Uriah    M.    Gregory,    who  served   in  the  War  of 

1M12.  Our  subject's  mother  was,  before  her  mar- 
riage, Mis.-  Sophia  A.  Laurence,  and  .-he  wa-  horn 
in  New  York.  In  her  younger  days  she  was  en- 
gaged as  a  teacher,  and  even  after  coming  to  Mich- 
igan was  so  employed.  Her  decease  took  place 
about  1*72.  Six  of  the  seven  children  that  were 
horn  to  this   couple  are   still  living. 

.lames  L.  Gregory  is  the  eldest  of  the  paternal 

family.      He  wa-  horn  and  reared  u| a  farm  and 

enjoyed  a  common-school  education  and  spent  one 
winter  at  school  in  Yp-ilanti.  He  remained  at 
home  until  about  1872,  when  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  has  been  upon  the  place  of  which  he  is 
now  owner  and  proprietor  for  about  twelve  years. 
Mr.  Gregory  was  married  in  1S72  to  Mis-  Martha 
Rawson  of  Bridgewater Township, this  county,  she 
is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Rawson,  a  native  of  Eng- 
land who  came  to  America  and  located  here  at  an 
early  day.  Both  Mrs.  Gregory's  parents  are  now 
deceased,  and  she  herself  died  in  1886. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  the  father  of  six 
children — Mary.  Anna.  Edith,  Clarence.  Melville, 
and  Charlie,  all  of  whom  are  bright  and  interesting 
young  people  who  are  determined  to  make  a  way 
for  themselves  in  the  world.  Mr.  Gregory  is 
a  Republican  in  his  political  belief.  lie  i-  the  owner 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  which 
is  in  first-class  condition,  having  been  carefully 
improved.  Hedevotes  himself  to  general  farming 
but  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  -lock,  of  which  all 
kinds  of  the  finer  grades  are  to  he  found  on  his 
farm. 


r 


"^  KTKR  DICKERSON,  a  representative  citi- 
J  zen  of  Ypsilanti  Township,  is  a  native  of 
-•'  Ontario  County.  N  V..  and  wa-  horn  May 
27.  1811.  His  parents  were  David  and 
Margaret  ( Mill-paiigh )  Dickerson,  both  natives  of 
New  York,  and  in  that  State  their  .-on  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  from  early  boyhood  engaged  in 
fanning.    Hi-  early  educational  opportunities  were 
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but  scanty  and  lie  has  had  to  depend  largely  upon 
reading  and  observation  for  his  mental  equip- 
ment. 

Mr.  Dickerson  was  married  in  April,  1838,  to 
Sarah  J.  Dickerson.  and  by  this  union  they  have 
had  five  children,  three  of  whom  still  survive, 
namely:  Oliver;  Caroline,  wife  of  Samuel  Fletcher, 
and  Evaline.  In  1857  he  emigrated  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Michigan  and  settled  on  his  present  farm, 
where  he  has  since  done  much  hard  work.  His 
property  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land,  upon  which  he  has  made  substantial  im- 
provements. In  the  acquisition  of  this  valuable 
estate  he  has  been  ably  assisted  by  his  faithful  and 
capable  companion.  They  have  lived  together  in 
harmony  and  happiness  for  more  than  fifty  years, 
and  throughout  that  time  they  have  been  in  every 
way  a  benefit  to  the  community. 

Mr.  Dickerson  is  warmly  attached  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party  and  is  ever  ready 
with  his  influence  and  ballot  to  advance  its  inter- 
ests. He  has  served  as  Township  Highway  Com- 
missioner for  several  years,  and  has  also  been 
Drainage  Commissioner  for  a  considerable  period. 

Mrs.  Dickerson  is  a  native  of  Orange  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  born  January  12,  1820.  Her  par- 
ents were  Abram  and  Lucretia  Dickerson,  and  her 
paternal  grandfather  was  one  of  the  Revolution- 
ary heroes.  In  April,  1888,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dicker- 
son  celebrated  their  golden  wedding,  and  on  that 
occasion,  which  was  made  a  most  delightful  one, 
each  of  these  venerable  and  beloved  citizens  was 
presented  with  a  handsome  pair  of  gold  bowed 
spectacles. 


4«h 


—f  ATHKR  WILLIAM  DE  BEVER.  The  pas- 
-^\G)  tor  of  St.  John's  Catholic  Church,  of  Ypsi- 
lanti.  does  not  believe  that  a  long  face  and 
sanctimonious  airs  are  necessary  to  a  truly  religious 
life,  for  he  himself  is  one  of  the  most  genial  of  men 
and  loved  by  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 
lie  is  witty  and  often  turns  this  gift  to  use  as  a 
scourge  with  which  to  lash  his  recreant  parishioners. 


He  came  here  in  January.  1876.  and  has  woiked 
hard  to  establish  his  church  firmly.  It  is  now  con- 
sidered the  most  successful  in  the  State.  He  is  a 
native  of  Holland  and  was  born  in  the  Province 
of  North  Brabant,  April  28,  1830.  lie  was  there 
reared  and  educated  until  1868,  spending  his  boy- 
hood on  a  farm  until  ten  years  of  age. 

At  the  age  above  mentioned  our  subject  became 
an  inmate  of  a  boarding  school.  He  completed  a 
classical  course  at  the  seminary  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, and  then  entered  the  Grand  Seminary  of 
Bois  Le  Due,  where  he  continued  the  study  of 
philosophy  and  theology  for  six  years,  completing 
his  course  at  the  age  of  twenty-five.  In  185.)  he 
was  ordained  at  the  Cathedral  at  Bois  Le  Due  by 
Archbishop  J.  Zuyzen. 

As  a  priest.  Father  De  Bevers'  first  charge  was 
at  Nuland,  where  he  remained  until  1K68.  and 
there  built  a  church.  Determining  to  come  to 
America,  learning  of  the  scarcity  of  the  ministerial 
force  here,  he  left  Rotterdam  and  after  a  steamer 
voyage  of  fifteen  days  landed  in  New  York  Au- 
gust 29,  18G8.  Our  subject  came  to  Detroit  and 
joined  the  Detroit  diocese  under  Bishop  LaFeove. 
His  first  charge  was  at  St.  Vincent  Church.  De- 
troit, which  is  located  on  Fourteenth  Avenue. 
Thence  he  was  sent  to  Trinity  Church,  of  the  same 
place,  and  then  served  as  pastor  at  Iluhbardston, 
Ionia  County,  then  to  Wyandotte,  and  in  1876 
came  here  and  took  the  pastorate  of  St.  John's. 

On  coming  to  Ypsilanti,  Father  De  Bever  found 
the  sanctuary  a  bare  little  room,  and  that  heavily 
in  debt.  Setting  to  work  with  all  his  power,  he 
built  and  furnished  a  beautiful  chapel,  and  cleared 
it  of  debt.  In  1883  he  began  the  erection  of  St. 
John's  Catholic  School  and  completed  it  the  same 
year.  Here  provision  has  been  made  for  two  hun- 
dred children,  and  six  sisters  are  in  charge,  while 
the  Reverend  Father  is  Superintendent.  St.  John's 
Occupies  half  a  block,  on  tlie  coiner  of  Cross  and 
Hamilton  Streets.  Its  founder  does  not  hesitate 
lo  assert  that  it  is  superior  to  Other  schools  in  (he 
State,  excepting  in  number.  Its  teacher  has  under 
her  charge  thirty  pupils  and  the  curriculum  in- 
cludes such  practical  branches  as  bookkeeping,  sten- 
ography, typewriting  and  other  branches  that  lit 
the  youth  of   our  day  for  the  practical  business  of 
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life.  They  also  have  the  besl  advantages  for 
the  study  of  modern  and  classical  languages.  Their 
school  year  covers  ten  months  and  their  musical 
department  has  already  made  itself  m  reputation 
throughout  the  State.  He  is  the  spiritual  director 
of  Hie  Catholic  Benevolent  Association,  which  he 
organized  in  connection  with  his  church.  Father 
It.  Bever  is  of  French  ancestry,  his  family  hav- 
ing early  moved  to  Holland.  His  mother  was  Ann 
Van  Iersel.  She  died  in  1868,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years,  and  left  a  family  of  four  chii 
di'cn.  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest. 


•^*ii 


<fl  MLLIAM  HERZ.  Many  a  home  which  is 
\rJ//  beautified  by  the  most  artistic  designs  dis- 
'tyy  played  mi  its  walls  and  ceilings  is  made 
charming  by  the  work  of  our  subject,  who  is  a 
dealer  ill  paints,  oils,  varnishes  and  glass  with 
painters'  supplies.  Besides  doing  the  practical  and 
preserving  work  of  house  and  sign  painting,  he  is 
a  most  artistic  frescoer  and  decorator.  His  place 
of  business  is  located  at  No.  1  West  Washington 
Street  in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Germany,  having  been 
horn  in  tin-  village  of  Egeln,  Prussia,  in  1849.  He 
was  the  tilth  in  order  of  birth  of  five  children, 
horn  to  his  parents.  Andrew  ami  Augusta 
(Schmidt)  Herz,  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
Mates  in  1866.  Three  years  later  the  family  came 
to  Michigan  and  located  in  Ann  Arbor.  Our  sub- 
ject's father  followed  the  carpenter's  trade  during 
his  active  days;  he  died  March  I.  1 885,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-three  years.  His  wife  followed  him  Octo- 
ber 27.  1889,  being  at  the  time  in  her  seventy- 
fourth  year.  Only  two  of  the  large  family  of 
children  survive  at  the  present  time.  Charlie  the 
elder  is  now  a  resident  of  Terre  Haute,  hid.,  where 
he  i-  a  carpenter  bj   trade. 

William  Herz,  our  subject,  was  pliced  in  school 
when  six  year-  of  age  and  continued  to  he  dili- 
gent   ill  the  pursuit  of    hi-   Studies     until    fourteen. 

He  then  learned  the  painter's  trade  and  afterward 
added  sign-painting  to  his  accomplishments,  serving 


an  apprentice-hip  of  three  years  before  consider- 
ing himself  to  be  qualified  to  do  acceptable  inde- 
pendent work.  After  completing  his  term  of 
apprenticeship  our  subject  followed  hi-  trade    for 

three  \  ears. 

In  1869  he  of  whom  we  write  sailed  for  the 
United  States,  landing  at  New  York  City  and 
thence  going  to  Ann    Arlior.  this    State,    where    he 

> i  after  opened  a  shop  and  began  sign-painting. 

also  exterior  decoration,  lie  follow  ed  this  lni-ine-- 
for  a  Dumber  of  years  and  then  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  house  and  sign-painting.  In  connection 
with  his  trade  he  carries  a  good  stock  of  the  sup- 
plies above  mentioned.  He  built  his  present  brick 
storeroom  in  1880.  It  is  22x45  feet  in  dimensions 
and  is  two  stories  in  height.  He  has  accumulated 
other  valuable  property,  having  been  successful  in 
his  business  and  enjoying  a  lucrative  trade  since 
locating  here. 

In  1874  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia 
Muehligof  Ann  Arbor.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Philip 
Muehlig,  her  parents  being  natives  of  Germany. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  one  son 
to  whom  they  have  given  the  name  of  Oswald  A. 
He  is  now  sixteen  years  of  age  and  is  a  tine  lad. 
giving  promise  of  making  a  man  of  whom  his  par- 
ents shall  be  proud.  For  the  past  six;  years  our 
subject  has  served  as  Alderman  from  the  Second 
Ward  He  received  the  popular  vote  on  both 
tickets. 


^ 


i>  i   : 


<        WALLACE  W.  WORDEN.   The  city  of  Ypsi- 

Wv/  l;ul1'  's  fortunate  in  possessing  so  artist  ic 
Vv  a  decorator  for  its  palatial  residences  as 
the  gentleman  whose  name  is  given  above.  His 
office  and  shop  is  located  on  Washington  Street, 
between  Congress  and  Pearl,  where  he  has  been 
located  for  eight  years.  Inning  been  in  the  citj 
since  1869.  Mr.  Worden  was  born  at  Belleville, 
Wayne  County,  this  state.  October  17.  1855,  and 
i-  a  son  of  Isaac  K.  and  Pvdia  M.  (German)  Wor- 
den. The  father  was  a  native  of  New  York,  com- 
ing to  Wayne  County  at    an    early    day.     When 
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our  subject  was  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  lie  re- 
moved to  Ypsilanti  Township,  where  young  Wal- 
lace grew  to  maturity. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  received  a  good  common- 
school  education  in  Ypsilanti.  He  remained  with 
his  father,  who  removed  to  Williamston,  Ingham 
County,  and  staid  with  him  for  one  and  one-half 
years.  They  then  returned  to  Ypsilanti  and  the 
parents  both  still  live  in  this  place.  After  our 
subject  left  Ingham  County  he  learned  the  paint- 
er's trade,  continuing  in  that  line  and  gradually 
working  into  the  business  of  room  decorating, 
paperhanging,  painting,  etc.,  carrying  a  full  stock 
of  the  most  artistic  goods  in  his  store.  He  han- 
dles the  finest  line  of  decorations  and  wall-papers 
in  the  city,  and  has  a  trade  that  extends  far  be- 
yonds  its  limits.  He  keeps  constantly  employed 
during  the  summer  about  ten  men  and  has  been 
very  successful  in  his  work. 

In  1890  our  subject  was  elected  Alderman  for 
the  Second  Ward,  which  office  he  still  holds.  So- 
cially he  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  His  wedded  life  began  December  25. 
lHM,  his  bride  being  Miss  Rosa  A.  Boyle,  of  Ypsi- 
lanti. a  daughter  of  Hugh  Boyle,  who  was  an  early 
settler  here.  They  are  the  proud  parents  of  one 
daughter,  whose  name  is  Vera  Blanche.  In  their 
religious  preference  our  subject  and  his  wife  are 
associated  with  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Wor- 
den  is  a  man  who  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of 
the  business  community,  and  also  is  a  leader  in 
municipal  affah>  and  social  life 


^E^Ol^U; 


s^s  (il..  KLMKIi  \V.  BOWEN.  This  gentleman, 
I  who  is  the   Colonel    in  charge  of   the    First 

V_/  Regiment, Michigan  State  Troops,  and  isan 
honored  old  soldier  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 
is  acting  as  Mail  Agent  between  Detroit  and  Peru. 
He  was  first  appointed  by  Postmaster  Genera]  Don 
M.  Dickinson  in  1888,  to  run  between  Chicago  and 
Cleveland,  on  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Rail- 
road, and   afterward   between  Ypsilanti  and  Hills- 


dale. His  reappointment  by  Mr.  Wanamaker 
placed  him  on  the  route  where  he  now  is. 

Daniel  W.  Bowen.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Cheshire.  Mass..  in  1810,  and  the  grand- 
father, Henry  Bowen,  a  native  of  the  same  State. 
became  an  early  settler  in  Cooperstown,  Otsego 
County,  X.  Y.  Both  father  and  grandfather  were 
farmers,  and  the  latter  came  to  Michigan,  in  lN.'it 
and  located  near  Adrian,  Lenawee  County,  where 
he  owned  two  farms,  and  there  he  died  in  the  year 
1877.  The  mother  of  the  Colonel,  who  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent  and  bore  the  name  of  Sarah  R. 
Richardson,  was  born  near  Cherry  Valley,  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at  Adrian,  in  1869. 

This  worthy  couple  had  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Calvin,  Deloss,  Charles,  Lucinda, 
Fiances,  Emma. .lane.  Elmer  W.,  David,  John.  Hor- 
ace and  Alta.  Charles  served  his  country  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  John 
and  Alta  have  passed  from  life.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Middlefleld,  X.  Y„  April  h,  1H4<;.  and  re- 
moved to  this  State  in  his  eighth  year.  The  duties 
of  the  farm  and  the  district  school  employed  him 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he 
went  into  the  army. 

This  patriotic  youth  enlisted  in  December,  1862, 
in  the  Ninth  Michigan  Calvary,  Company  B,  and 
at  once  went  South.  During  his  first  year  he  was 
in  sixty  engagements  and  skirmishes,  and  during 
the  time  of  service  this  regiment  was  in  over  one 
hundred  battles  and  skirmishes,  marching  through 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas 
and  joining  in  the  march  to  the  sea.  During  the 
last  engagement  in  which  this  brave  soldier  took 
part  he  was  sent  by  his  Major  across  the  field  of 
battle,  and  he  was  shot  at  by  the  enemy.  Lying  in 
ambush.  His  noble  horse  was  shot  under  him  and 
fell  on  him,  holding  him  down.  His  first  impulse 
was  to  Hee  but  he  was  prevented  from  doing  so  by 
the  weight  of  his  horse,  and  no  doubt  his  life  was 
thus  spared. 

The  young  soldier  who  had  been  promoted 
through  the  ranks  of  Seargenl  and  First  Seargenl 
to  that  of  First  Lieutenant,  now  returned  home 
without  a  wound.  During  the  year  1868  he  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brooms  in  Detroit. 
and  in    1871    removed  to  Ypsilanti  and  six   years 
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later  erected  a  factory  for  this  business,  which  he 
began  to  carry  on  independently.  Later  he  lock 
a  partner  and  the  Arm,  which  was  known  as  ('.  M. 
Harris  A  Co.,  employed  as  many  as  twenty  men. 
Subsequently  the  firm  was  known  as  H.  D.Webb<& 
Co.  and  later  our  subject  ran  it  alone. 

Mr.  Bowen  was  married  in  Chicago,  in  1870,  to 
Mis-  Ella  Davis,  a  native  of  Adrian,  and  daughter 
of  Hiram  Davis,  who  had  been  a  merchant  there. 
To  the  three  children  of  this  family  the  Colonel  has 
given  a  liberal  education.  They  are  named  Edith 
11..  Courtney  M.  and  Mabelle  G.  Col.  Bowen  is 
the  only  man  who  has  ever  started  as  a  private  in 
the  Michigan  State  Troops  and  worked  his  way  up 
to  a  colonelcy.  As  an  earnest  Grand  Army  man 
he  has  been  Commander  of  the  Post  and  delegate 
to  the  National  Encampment.  His  wife  is  a  prom- 
inent worker  in  the  Womans'  Relief  Corps. 


OWN  ANTCLIFF.  There  is  little  need  to 
portray  the  virtues  or  defend  the  memory  of 
this  gentleman,  for  he  lives  in  the  affection 
of  his  family  and  friends  as  a  devoted  hus- 
band,  kind  neighbor  and  public-spirited  citizen. 
He  died  on  Sunday.  November  15,  1891,  the  im- 
mediate cause  of  his  death  Iwing  heart  disease. 
The  remains  were  interred  in  the  Oak  Grove  Cem- 
etery at  .Manchester,  and  were  followed  to  their 
last  resting  place  by  a  large  number  of  those  who 
had  for  many  years  been  his  sincere  friends.  Of 
him  no  truthful  tongue  ever  spake  ill  for  his  life 
presented  a  clear  and  blotless  page  of  noble  deeds 
nobly  done.  During  the  many  years  in  which  he 
resided  in  Manchester  Township,  he  was  to  the 
people  all  that  i-  required  in  good  citizenship, 
public  enterprise  and  sympathetic  friendship.  In 
the  love  of  his  estimable  wife  he  found  his  cares 
lightened,  and  in  the  respeel  of  his  fellow-citizens 
received  the  reward  of  his  faithfulness. 

Among  the  many  line  farms  of  Manchester  Town- 
ship, the'  one  Located  on  section  l'.t.  attracts  univer- 
sal admiration.  Thai  was  the  home  of  Mr.  AntclilT 
prior  to  his  demise,  and    through   his  arduous  exer- 


tions it  was  brought  to  a  high  state  of  develop- 
ment. .Mr.  AntclilT  was  one  of  the  natives  of  Great 
Britian  who  have  become  pioneer  farmers  in  the 
Wolverine  State,  and  have  been  identified  with  its 
development.  He  was  bom  June  11.  1823,  in 
Nottingham,  England,  where  his  father.  William, 
was  also  born.  The  latter  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation and  left  his  native  land  to  cross  the 
Atlantic  and  establish  a  home  in  the  United  State-. 
lie  spent  his  last  years  in  the  home  of  hi-  -on. 
passing  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-live. 

Sarah  (Turner)  Antcliff,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  also  from  Nottinghamshire  and  likewise 
came  to  .Michigan  in  her  later  years,  dying  here  at 
the  age  of  sixty.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children  and  there  are  now  two  sons  and  four 
daughters  living.  John  Antcliff  is  the  oldest  child 
of  the  family  and  remained  in  England  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  when  he  came  to 
Michigan  via  New  York  City,  thence  to  Buffalo 
and  Detroit,  after  which  he  went  to  Chicago  and 
Lockport,  111.  After  visiting  Wisconsin  he  returned 
by  way  of  Chicago  to  Washtenaw  County.  Mich., 
and  established  himself  in  Manchester  Township. 
Here  he  built  a  little  log  house  and  partly  improved 
the  place. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in 
New  York,  in  1866,  at  which  time  he  went  East  for 
his  wife.  Lydia  Wilse.  who  died  in  Michigan  in 
1884.  His  second  marriage  in  1HH0  united  him 
with  Mr.-.  Enfield  Case,  widow  of  Anthony  Case, 
and  a  native  of  Livingston  County.  N.  Y.  Sin- 
was  born  .luly  13,  1831,  and  was  therefore  eleven 
years  old  when  she  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
parent-.  Robert  and  Matilda  McNeill.  Her  two 
children  by  the  first  marriage  are  Mary,  wife  of 
Albert  Van  Riker.  of  St.  Louis,  Mich.,  ami  Melvin 
A.  Case,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Jackson  County,  this 
State. 

Mrs.  Antcliff-  father  wa-  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Manchester  Town-hip;  he  took  up  land  from 
the  Government  and  put  thorough  and  substantial 
improvements  upon  his  place  which  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
The  homestead  of  Mr.  Antcliff  comprises  eighty- 
six  and  one-half  acres, all  of  which  is  in  a  splendid 

'-tale    of    improvement     and     well-cultivated.        He 
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owned  forty  acres  in  Franklin  Township,  twenty- 
three  lots  in  the  village  of  Manchester,  besides  one 
upon  which  he  erected  an  excellent  house, and  also 
had  property  in  Xorville.  Elsewhere  in  this  volume 
appears  a  view  of  the  pleasant  rural  homestead  of 
Mr.  Antclift. 


..i-^.A.^.. 


7  RANI  IS  F.  C.  MORI  ARTY.  The  office  of 
j)  this  gentleman,  which  is  frequented  by  a 
good  class  of  patrons,  is  located  in  the  new 
bank  building  at  the  corner  of  Congress  and  Hu- 
ron Streets.  He  has  been  in  business  here  for  the 
past  three  years,  and  during  that  time  has  had  a 
Hattering  degree  of  success. 

Mr.  Moriarty  was  born  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y„  June  13,  1862.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Catherine  Moriarty.  His  father  was  originally  a 
railroad  man,  but  for  the  past  thirty  years  has  de- 
voted himself  to  farming,  and  it  was  to  rural  life 
and  occupations  to  which  our  subject  was  reared, 
his  home  having  been  in  Lenawee  County,  this 
State.  His  parents  came  to  Michigan  when  the 
child  was  but  ten  months  old.  They  still  live  on 
the  Old    place. 

After  finishing  the  High  School  course  at  Hud- 
son, young  Francis  taught  school  for  some  time. 
He  then  went  to  Vacaville,  Cal.,  where  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  E.  W.  Gibbs,  a  huge  fruit  shipper. 
On  his  return  from  California  he  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
law  department  in  1887,  with  the  degree  of  LL.B. 
He  then  located  for  a  short  time  each  at  Adrian, 
Cadillac  and  Morenci,  locating  in  Ypsilanti  in 
1888.  The  following  year  he  was  elected  City 
Attorney,  and  tilling  that  office  most  satisfactorily 
to  the  people,  he  was  elected  the  following  spring 
as  City  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  the  Hoard  of  Water 
Commissioners,  and  the  Council  being  a  political 
tie  last  spring,  the  officers  gave  his  place  to  another. 
he  being  a  devoted  Republican. 

Socially  he  is  President  of  the  local  division  of 
Ancient  Order  of   Hibernians  and  is  a  member  of 


the  Fraternal  Mystic  Circle  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
Mr.  Moriarty  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy  Barnes, 
of  Ann  Arbor,  September  17.  1889.  Her  father. 
John  Barnes,  had  died  gome  yens  previously, 
while  her  mother  -till  lives  at  Ann  Arbor.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Moriarty  are  the  happy  parents  of  oni 
child,  whose  name  is  Francis  Leo,  and  who  was 
born  June  2(1.  1890.  Our  subject  has  made  a  fine 
reputation  for  himself  in  his  profession  and  also 
does  well  in  his  insurance  business  which  he  con- 
ducts in  connection  with  his  other  work.  He  an- 
ticipates soon  going  Wot  to  locate  permanently, 
and  many  will  regret  the  hiss  of  so  promising  a 
young  man  to  the  community. 


GEORGE    W.    TURNBULL.      The    thriving 

n  town  of  Chelsea  has  no  more  successful  or 
?^J)  energetic  linn  of  lawyers  than  that  of  Turn- 
bull  &  Wllkerson,  of  whom  our  subject  i-  the  sen- 
ior member.  He  is  a  native  of  Albert  Province, 
New  Brunswick,  and  was  horn  April  5,  1830.  He 
is  a  son  of  James  and  Mary  A.  (Bennett)  Turnbull, 
natives  ofMaine  and  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 
respectively.  The  former  was  a  hoot  and  shoe  man- 
ufacturer. He  spent  his  life  in  work  at  his  trade 
and  died  in  New  Brunswick.  Our  subject  V  mother 
(lied  while  a  resident  of  Chelsea. 

Our  subject  continued  his  father's  business  in 
Province  of  New  Brunswick  until  1859  when  he 
(•.•line  to  Chelsea,  still  carrying  on  his  work  until 
about  twenty  years  ago.  He  did  a  large  business 
but    found   it  irksome   to  his  natural  bent,  having 

always  had  a  desire  to  take  a  position  in  the  legal 
profession.  He  carried  on  his  studies  during  his 
working  hours  and  took  a  broad  course  of  reading 
that  comprehended  more  legal  authorities  than 
perhaps  the  majority  of  lawyers  know  of.  lie  com- 
menced the  practice  of  hi-  profession  and  hassince 
continued  it. 

Since  beginning  his  lawcareer  Mr.  Turnbull  ha- 
been  President  of  the  Village  Council  for  two 
terms  and  lias  held  other  responsible  offices,  lb' 
has   also   bought    and   sold    large    amount-   of    real 
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estate  and  has  an  interest  in  one  fine  brick  business 
block  on  Main  Street  where  his  law  office  is  located 
on  the  second  floor. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Matilda  Mills, 
of  Canada.  By  her  he  became  the  father  of  three 
children—William  E.,  Phebe  and  Fred.  Mrs  Ma- 
tilda Turnbull  died  in  1870  and  by  a  second  mar- 
riage our  subject  became  the  husband  of  Edith 
Baldwin,  of  Chelsea.  This  marriage  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birtli  on  one  child— Bert  B.  Our  subject  is 
a  Democrat  in  his  political  affiliation.  He  served 
during  the  war  from  March  until  September,  1865, 
being  First  Lieutenant  in  the  Eleventh  Michigan 
Infantry.  During  his  term  of  service  he  wasforthe 
greater  part  of  his  time  on  the  Court  Martial  for 
five  years.  He  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  The  family  residence  is  a  fine  place  on 
Congdon  Street,  and  attractive  in  every  way. 


* 


I        OILS    ROUDE.     A    dealer    in    staple  com- 
I   (73)  modifies  which  are  absolutely  necessary   in 

J A    eity  life,  our  .subject  finds  a  large  trade  for 

all  the  coal,  wood,  lime  and  cement  that  he  can 
supply  his  customers.  Now  a  resident  of  Ann 
Arbor,  wherein  is  his  business,  Mr.  Rohde  was  born 
in  Germany.  January  19,  1843,  his  native  place 
being  the  village  of  Egeln.  lie  is  the  second  in 
order  of  birth  of  seven  children,  which  his  parents' 
family  comprise,  they  being  Louis  and  Sophia 
(Hertz)  Rohde.  His  father  was  a  dealer  in  hides, 
furs  and  pelts  and  for  a  number  of  years  carried 
on  an  extensive  business;  he  was  by  trade  a  slater. 
He  died  in  the  old  country  in  1870,  his  wife  fol- 
lowing him  in  L873. 

Louis  Rohde  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  land  and  received  thorough  instruc- 
tion in  the  practical  branches  that  formed  the 
foundation  for  a  thorough  education,  lie  left 
SCl I  at  tin-  age  of  fifteen  years  and  "as  then  ap- 
prenticed to  learn  the  trade  Of  a  hatter  and  furrier 
which    he    followed    for   several    years.      A    life     in 

America  promising  many  more  opportunities  than 
in  his  native  land,   he   emigrated   to   the  United 


States  in  1862,  and  after  landing  in  New  York 
came  directly  to  Ann  Arbor  and  here  learned  the 
match-making  business,  although  he  afterward 
worked  in  a  tannery.  He  then  started  out  on  the 
road  as  a  peddler  of  notions  and  tinware,  giving 
several  years  to  this  kind  of  life. 

In  1876  our  subject  started  in  the  lime  and  ce- 
ment business,  opening  an  office  near  the  track  of 
the  Toledo  &  Ann  Arbor  Railroad.  In  1890  he 
added  to  his  business  that  of  the  trade  in  wood 
and  coal,  dealing  quite  extensively  in  both  hard 
ind  soft  coal,  lie  also  does  quite  a  business  in  the 
junk  line  owning  several  fine  wagons  which  he 
uses  in  his  business.  Our  subject  was  married  in 
February.  1872  to  Miss  Magdalilie  Spotlialf  of 
Fredonia  Township,  this  county.  Mrs.  Rohde  is  a 
daughter  of  George  Spotlialf.  who  came  to  this 
country  from  Germany. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rohde  have  the  following  children: 
William.  August.  Clara.  Charlotte.  Albert  and  Au- 
gusta. They  are  members  of  the  Bethlehem  Luth- 
eran Church  of  which  the  father  is  one  of  the  Trus- 
tees. In  politics -he  is  a  Democrat,  believing 
thoroughly  in  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  State.  In 
1871  he  made  a  trip  back  to  Germany,  spending 
six  months  in  a  delightful  visit  to  hi-  old  home. 
There  he  renewed  old  acquaintances,  but  was  per- 
fectly content  to  come  back  to  his  adopted  land 
and  here  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Our  sub- 
ject has  a  pleasant  home  on  Liberty  Street,  the 
walls  of  the  house  echoing  frequently  with  the  mer- 
riment of  the  children  that  are  at  once  tin'  joy  and 
care  of  their  fond  parents. 
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AMES  1".  CLEMENTS,  deceased.  This 
former  resident  of  Washtenaw  County,  wa- 
bom  in  Saratoga  County.  N.Y.,  si  me  ten 
miles  cast  df  Saratoga  Springs,  lie  was  one 
of  a  family  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity  and  became  the    heads    of    households    of 

their  own.     The\    were  of  German  parentage.     It 

was  about  the  year  1832  that  .lames  (lenient-  came 
to   Michigan,  and   in  the  year   1839  he  was   mar- 
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ried  to  Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Maj.  Daniel 
Finch.  By  her  he  had  four  children,  namely: 
Sara  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  II.  Rice; 
William  S..  Millard  F.  and  Edgar  D.  F. 

William  II.  Rice,  now  deceased,  was  born  in 
Washtenaw  County,  this  State,  in  1838,  and  there 
he  grew  to  maturity,  taking  his  higher  education 
in  the  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  and  in  March. 
18G3,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sara,  the 
daughter  of  our  subject.  Into  this  union  were 
horn  four  children,  three  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity, namely:  Fred  R.,  Hattie  B.,  wife  of  Charles 
M.  Irwin,  of  Wichita.  Kas.;  Burt  C,  residing  with 
his  mother  in  Ann  Arbor.  Mr.  Rice  was  a  son  of 
Asa  and  Susanna  (Smith)  Rice,  who  came  to  Wash- 
tenaw County  about  the  year  1832. 

Mis.  .lames  1'.  Clements,  was  a  native  of  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y..  and  her  father.  Maj.  Daniel  Finch, 
was  born  about  the  year  1 77s.  He  served  during 
the  War  of  IK  12.  after  which  he  followed  farming 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  of  English  ex- 
traction, and  his  wife  Sarah  l'effers  was  of  German 
blood.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children, 
three  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  namely:  William 
P.,  Eliza  and  Mary  Ann. 

Millard  I*.  Clements,  a  son  of  our  subject,  was 
horn  and  reared  in  this  eounty,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  Union  schools  of  Ann  Arbor.  He 
was  married  in  1*77  to  Miss  Clara,  a  daughter  of 
Albert  Seymour,  of  Ypsilanti.  who  was  a  native  of 
New  York,  hut  had  been  a  resident  of  this  St  te 
for  many  years.  To  this  couple  have  been  born 
two  children  who  are  still  preserved  to  their  par- 
ents in  health  and  life. 


tf_  ON.  ANDREW  .1.  LEETCH.  A  biographical 
Y  J  compendium  of  Washtenaw  County  would 
be  incomplete  were  not  considerable  men- 
!§££)  tion  made  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  these  paragraphs.  Although  now  largely 
interested  in  South  Dakota  property  and  through 
his  varied  interests  in  that  State,  obliged  to  spend 
much  of  his  time  in  the  thriving  village  of  Webster, 


he  yet  retains  his  landed  interests  in  this  county 
and  possesses  great  love  for  the  place  which  lias 
been  his  home  for  many  years.  A  man  of  intense 
public  spirit,  he  donates  liberally  to  all  worthy  en- 
terprise- and  gives  his  influence  to  every  measure 
for  the  promotion  of  the  common  good. 

In  the  fall  of  1882  Mr.  Leetch  went  to  Dakota, 
where  he  bought  some  land  and  the  following  year 
laid  out  an  addition  to  Webster,  the  county-seat 
of  Day  County.  S.  Dak.  This  thriving  village  now 
has  a  population  of  more  than  one  thousand,  and 
to  it  Mr.  Leetch  contributed  land  for  the  Union 
School  and  four  churches.  He  took  up  a  home- 
stead claim  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  three  miles  from  Webster  and  afterward  pur- 
chased the  remainder  of  the  section,  so  that  he 
now  owns  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  improved 
land,  devoted  principally  to  the  raising  of  wheat. 
In  1886  he  organized  the  Webster  City  Rank,  of 
which  lie  has  since  been  President,  and  is  the  prin- 
cipal stock-holder.  The  hank  has  a  capital  stock 
Of  $50,000,  with  $35,000  paid  in.  Mr.  Leetch  usu- 
ally spends  one-half  of  each  year  in  Webster.  lie 
served  three  years,  from  1886  until  1889,  as  Com- 
missioner of  Day  County,  and  was  also  prominent 
as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  during  the  build- 
ing of  the  Union  School. 

Mr.  Leetch  was  born  June  lit.  1830,  in  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y..  bu1  has  no  recollection  of  his  birth- 
place, as  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  when  one  year 
oid  to  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1835,  accompanied 
them  to  this  State.  His  father.  Andrew  ('..  was 
horn  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  was  a  farmer  of  that 
place.  Grandfather  Leetch,  likewise  a  farmer  of 
Erie  County,  there  passed  his  entire  life.  After 
following  agricultural  pursuits  in  Pennsylvania 
until  1835.  Andrew  C.  Leetch  removed  to  Michi- 
gan, where  he  settled  in  Wayne  County.  The 
Westward  journey  was  made  by  canal  to  Buffalo, 
thence  by  boat  to  Detroit,  and  from  there  by  team 
to  Canton,  in  Wayne  County.  A  home  was  estab- 
lished in  the  woods,  and  the  members  of  the  family 
worked  assiduously  to  clear  and  improve  the  place. 
In  1875,  the  father  selling  the  farm,  removed  to 
Ypsilanti.  where  he  died  in  1878.  A  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  was  a  pillar  in 
his  denomination.     After  voting  the  Democratic 
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ticket  until  1854,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  of  which  he  was  ever  afterward  an 
active  adherent.  He  married  Miss  Betsey  Pool,  a 
native  of  New  York,   who  died  in  Canton  in  1854. 

There  were  six  children  in  the  family  of  Andrew 
C.  and  Betsey  Leetch,  and  of  these  our  subject  was 
the  eldest.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
pioneer  schoolhouses,  and  later  wasa  student  in  the 
Union  Seminary  at  Ypsilanti.  When  fifteen  years 
old  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter 
at  which  he  worked  in  Canton,  and  when  twenty 
years  old  began  to  operate  as  a  contractor  and 
builder.  He  also  taught  three  winters.  Later  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  but  con- 
tinued at  his  trade  of  a  contractor  in  Canton.  In 
the  fall  of  18(50  he  was  nominated  on  the  Republi- 
can ticket  as  the  Representative  of  the  people  in 
the  State  Legislature,  and  was  elected,  serving  two 
years  during  three  sessions,  one  regular  and  two 
extra.  Among  the  various  committees  on  which 
ho  worked  the  most  important  was  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  and  while  representing  the  people,  he 
endeavored  to  defend  their  interests  and  promote 
their  welfare. 

In  1863  Mr.  Leetch  purchased  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  acres  in  Superior  Township,  where  he  re- 
sided one  year,  thence  removing  to  Ypislanti, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  on  Con- 
gress Street  for  about  one  year.  In  connection 
with  David  Wise  he  bought  the  Eagle  Brewery  and 
managed  the  same  for  five  years;  selling  out  in 
1869  he  started  in  the  drug  business,  but  one  year 
later  his  health  failed,  and  he  traveled  extensively 
for  two  or  three  years,  hoping  to  regain  his  former 
physical  strength.  He  visited  Colorado,  Nevada. 
California.  Georgia,  Tennessee.  Alabama  and  other 
States,  luit  it  was  not  until  1X70  that  he  felt  suffi- 
ciently recuperated  to  take  up  his  former  occupa- 
tions. At  that  time  he  engaged  in  farming  in 
Superior  Township  and  remained  on  the  same  place 
until  1880.  In  1882  he  visited  Dakota  anil  has 
since  been  greatly  interested  in  the  prosperty  of 
that  State.  lie  usually  passes  his  winters  in 
Georgia,  Florida  or  California,  so  that  his  friends 
in  Washtenaw  County  see  far  less  of  him  than  they 
desire. 

In   in/it;  Mr.  Leetch  was  married  to  Miss  Lois 


Voorhees,  a  native  of  Superior  Township,  win  re  the 

marriage  was  solemnized.  Her  father.  James  N. 
Voorhees,  came  from  New  York  to  Michigan  in 
1  827  and  settled  in  Superior  Township,  this  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  Socially  Mr.  Leetch 
is  a  member  Of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men and  the  Knights  of  Honor.  He  is  a  stanch 
adherent  of  Republican  principles,  and  religiously 
is  identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 


MARIAH  CONKLIN.  M.  1).     The  value  to 
any     community  of    a   professional    man 
is    not    marked    merely    by    his  learning 
qJ  and  skill,  his  proficiency  in   medical  and 

surgical  practice,  but  also  by  his  character  both 
private  and  professional,  his  honorable  adherence 
to  medical  ethics  and  his  personal  integrity  and  be- 
nevolence of  purpose.  When  a  physician  combines 
these  characteristics  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that 
we  record  his  life  work  and  such  a  man  do  we  find 
in  Dr.  Conklin. 

This  physician  of  Manchester  had  his  birth  in 
Dutchess  County.  N.  Y'.,  January  20,  1822,  and  his 
father,  Ebenezer  II.  Conklin.  a  native  of  Vermont 
was  also  a  physician,  and  was  reared  in  New  York. 
He  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  Conklin,  a  Yermonter 
and  a  Captain  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  who  was 
a  merchant  by  profession  and  died  in  the  State  of 
New  York  in  1X26.  The  parents  of  Benjamin 
Conklin  emigrated  from  Wales  to  America  in  the 
early  settlements  of  the  Colonies.  Lucy  Winches- 
ter, the  mother  of  our  subject,  had  her  birth  and 
early  training  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y..  and  lived 
to  attain  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Her  father. 
Amariah  Winchester,  was  also  one  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary heroes  and  bis  good  wife.  Mary  (Follett) 
Winchester,  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  during 
the  war  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians  at  the 
time  of  the  Wyoming  Massacre,  at  which  time  she 
lost  her  Brsl  husband,  several  years  previous  to  her 
marriage  with  Mr.  Winchester. 

Dr.   Ebenezer   H.  Conklin  emigrated  from    New 
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York  to  Sharon  Township,  Washtenaw  County,  in 
1832.  Here  he  took  up  four  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  land  and  began  clearing  away  the  timber 
and  built  a  log  house.  During  the  years  1839  and 
1840  he  lived  in  Manchester  village,  but  returned 
to  the  farm  before  his  death  in  1841,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-one  years.  About  this  humble  fireside  gath- 
ered two  daughters  and  three  sons,  and  the  parents 
had  the  joy  of  seeing  them  all  grow  to  man's  and 
woman's  estate,  and  the  satisfaction  of  watching 
them  establish  homes  and  families  of  their  own. 
They  are  by  name  Amariah,  our  subject,  Cynthia 
(deceased),  Goodrich,  Mary  and  Ebenezer. 

The  eldest  boy  was  a  child  of  ten  years  when  the 
family  emigration  was  made  to  Michigan,  and  he 
had  attended  school  in  his  native  home.  After  coin- 
ing here  lie  studied  in  the  first  frame  schoolhouse 
that  was  ever  erected  in  the  township  of  Sharon 
and  when  sixteen  years  old  he  came  to  the  village 
of  Manchester,  for  further  advantages,  after  which 
he  returned  to  New  York  and  took  two  terms  at 
the  seminary  in  Amenia  and  later  studied  for  one 
year  at  the  Ypsilanti  Seminary,  one  year  at  Oniss 
Lake  Academy,  and  then  undertook  his  medical 
studies  with  his  father.  In  1848  he  went  to  New 
York  City  to  attend  medical  lectures  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  City  of  New  York  and  the  Detmold 
Institute,  and  in  June  1849,  established  himself  in 
Manchester  where  he  has  since  carried  on  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine. 

The  first  marriage  of  Dr.  Conklin  took  place  in 
1851  and  he  was  then  united  with  Sophia  Lord, 
who  died  shortly  after  her  marriage,  and  the  sec- 
ond marriage  in  1853,  united  him  with  Lovina  A. 
Carpenter,  daughter  of  Morgan  Carpenter.  Two 
sons  and  two  daughters  have  blessed  this  union, 
Ebenezer  M.,  A.  Benjamin,  Sophia  and  Julia  M. 
Both  sons  are  following  the  professional  career  of 
their  father,  and  Sophia  is  now  the  wife  of  Ira 
Glover. 

The  office  of  Township  Clerk  was  offered  to  Dr. 
Conklin  in  1864,  and  he  received  the  election  and 
filled  the  office  for  many  years,  and  since  1879  he 
has  with  the  exception  of  two  years  been  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Village  Board  at  Manchester.  lie  has 
been,Justice  of  the  Peace  since  1884,  and  besides 
being  a  Notary  Public  and  a  member  of  the  School 


Board,  he  is  the  local  Surgeon  for  the  Lake  Shore 
and  Michigan  Southern  Railroad.  In  all  these  of- 
fices he  has  shown  a  marked  ability  and  faithful- 
ness and  has  the  regard  of  his  constituents. 


ICHARD  WALSH,  Sr.  A  fine  type  of  an 
Old  World  Irish  gentleman  is  he  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.     He  was 

^  born  in  Kilkenny,  Thomestown  Parish, 
March  25,  181(1.  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Julia 
Walsh  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1827.  After 
spending  one  year  in  Quebec,  Canada,  they  re- 
moved to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  they  lived  until 
1836.  In  that  beautiful  little  city  his  mother  de- 
parted this  life  September  9.  1K2K.  Our  subject's 
father  later  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  AVash- 
tenaw  County.  He  here  died  October  4,  1848,  his 
decease  taking  place  in  Dexter  Township. 

James  Walsh  had  been  a  fisherman  at  New- 
foundland when  a  young  man  and  had  taken  ex- 
tended cruises  from  Waterford.  While  in  New 
York  he  lived  on  a  farm.  Our  subject  was  one  of 
a  family  of  two.  both  being  boys  who  came  to 
Michigan  with  their  parents.  Our  subject's  brother, 
Joseph,  died  in  Dexter  County,  December  31,  1855. 
at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years. 

On  his  father's  decease  Richard  received  fifty- 
five  acres  of  the  landed  estate  that  was  located 
here  in  Michigan.  He  afterward  added  forty  acres 
and  in  1853  he  came  to  Webster  Township  and 
has  since  made  that  his  home.  While  in  Rochester 
he  had  Learned  the  cooper's  trade,  and  combined 
that  with  his  farming  interest  after  coming  to  this 
State.  In  1853  he  located  upon  his  present  tine 
farm  which  at  first  comprised  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  Since  that  time  he  has  added  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  and  also  forty  acres  SO  that 
his  landed  possessions  now  aggregate  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres.  Mr.  Walsh  devotes  himself  to 
general  farming. 

Our  subject  was  married  July  10.  1837,  in  this 
county  to  Mary  Doody,    who  was    born  in  Ireland 


582 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL    ALBUM. 


in  1*17.  She  was  :i  daughter  of  Nicholas  and 
Bridget  Doody,  who  like  our  subject's  parents  firsl 
settled  in  Rochester,  making  the  change  to  this 
State  at  the  same  time  with  his  family.  Mrs. 
Doody's  maiden  name  was  Bridgel  Grace.  Mrs. 
Walsh  still  survives  and  is  a  Hue  old  lady.  Twelve 
children  have  been  given  into  the  keeping  of 
our  subjecl  and  his  estimable  wife.  Of  these 
ten  are  now  living.  They  are  James,  Julia,  Brid- 
get, Nicholas,  Mary.  Richard  J.,  Thomas,  Alice  and 
Ellen  who  are  twins,  and  John  D.  Edward  and 
Margaret  died  in  infancy;  Julia  is  the  widow  of 
Daniel  Guion  and  resides  in  Grand  Rapids;  Mary 
is  Mrs.  Timothy  O'Brien  and  resides  in  Alphine, 
Kent  County  this  State;Thomas  who  lives  at  home 
with  his  parents  married  Julia  Koran:  Alice  is  Mrs. 
Richard  McQuillin  and  reside-  in  Leslie,  this 
st.-ih';  Ellen  is  Mrs.  .lames  Devine  and  lives  in 
Webster. 

Our  subject  is  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  is 
also  in  his  religious  beliefs  Roman  Catholic,  be- 
longing to  the  church  at  Dexter.  In  early  days 
our  subject's  father  was  captured  by  the  French. 


^•-INM 


ITI  S  KNK  HIT.  deceased.  The  name  which 
we  now  give  was  for  many  years  counted 
as  among  the  pioneer  farmers  of  Washtenaw 
■  i  I  lounty,  and  although  Mr.  Kiiighl  has  now 
passed  from  earth'-  activities  it  i<  Imt  jusl  and  sat- 
isfactory that  we  recount  his  life  narrative  among 
those  who  have  done  excellent  service  in  subduing 

tin'  wilderness  and  bringing  il  into  its  present 
splendid  condition,  physically, socially  and  morally. 
11.-  was  born  in  Rutland,  Vt.,  May  12.  1799,  and 
his  fatlii  r.  Vbel  Knight,  was  the  son  of  an  English- 
man. Our  subject  was  one  of  eighl  children,  of 
whom  two  are  living,  his  brother  Ira  being  a  resi- 
dent of  ( raincs,  Lenawee  County. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  a  miller  by  trade  and 
i: ■  to  Washtenaw  County  in  1825,  and  here  sec- 
ured three  tract-  of  land,  one  eighty  acre-  and  two 
fractional     pieces  of    Oovernineiit     land.      lie     was 

reared  in  Middlebury  County,    Vt.,  bul    had  spent 


some  time  in  Wheatland.  Genesee  County  N.  V.. 
Ave  years  in  a  mill  and  some  time  in  a  -tore  with 
a  men  haul  named  Carbit.  When  he  came  to  this 
county  ii  was  with  a  company  among  whom  were 
David  Scott  who  located  near  Ann  Arbor. 

After  making  Id-  first  visit  here.  Rufus  Knight 
returned  to  New  York  for  a  year  and  in  the  fall 
of  1826  came  again  to  Michigan  and  passed  the 
winter  at  Mr.  Scott's  where  he  was  married  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1*27.  to  Miss  Sallie,  a  daughter  of  this 
family  who  was  born  July  2'J.  1808.  lie  at  once 
began  improvements    upon   his    farm    and   during 

the  many  year-  upon  which  he  resided  here  he  ac- 
complished greatthings.  His  death  occurred  Aug- 
ust 1.  1871,  when  he  was  seventy  year-  old  and 
the  original  tract  of  land  still  remains  in  the 
famil  \  . 

When  the  firsl  mill  was   erected  at   Ann   Arbor 

an  accident  occurred  by  which  the  miller  was  killed 
and  Air.  Knight  was  called  upon  to  operate  the 
mill.  He  did  so  and  ground  the  firsl  grisl  which 
ever  went  between  the  stones  in  this  county,  and 
for  two  years  he  ground  all  the  wheal  that  was 
raised  in  the  county.  IIi>  marriage  was  also  the 
firsl  one  put  on  record  in  the  county  archives.  Of 
the  first  four  children  of  this  union  two  died  and 
(hose  who  Survive  are  David  and  Harriet. 

The  first  Air.-.  Knight  died  June  1.").  1833,  and 
her  husband  was  married  in  May,  1835,  to  her 
youngest  sister  Lamira  who  survived  until  March 
23,  1889,  when  she  passed  away  in  her  seventy- 
fourth  year.  The  oldest  surviving  son.  David,  is 
a  farmer  near  Lansing,  Mich.;  Sarah  married  Anth- 
ony l'ace\  and  died  October  2,  !869,inScio  Town- 
ship: Sylvester  died  in  infancy  and  Mary  is  Mrs. 
Benjamin  Phelps,  living  mar  Dexter;  Harriet  and 
Electa  have  remained  at  home  and  have  taught  for 
a  number  of  years,  Inning  been  educated  at  the 
Ann  Arbor  High  school.     \lr-.   Phelps  and  Electa 

ar<-  children   of  hi-  second  marriage. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  an  earnest 

and  conscientious  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Ann    Arbor    and    formany    \  ears 

helped  to  carry  on   meetings  at   the    Knight  scl I- 

house.  lie  took  little  interest  in  politics  bul  de- 
voted himself   re  full\    to  the   matters  of  local 

interest  and    helped  to    build  up  a    healthy  public 
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sentiment.  He  was  a  good  neighbor  and  had  a 
helping  hand  for  every  one.  The  family  now  cher- 
ish among  their  chief  treasures  the  old  family  clock, 
which  has  done  service  for  over  sixty  years  and  is 
still  in  perfect  running  order.  It  is  one  of  the  first 
clocks  brought  into  the  country  west  of  Buffalo  and 
is  greatly  valued  by  all.  The  old  cobble  stone 
house  is  still  in  use  and  as  good  as  ever  although 
it  was  erected  as  long  ago  as  1849. 


■Mr 


ROF.  JOSEPH  B.  STEERE.  The  eminent 
and  able  Professor  of  Zoology  in  the  Uni- 
versitj'  of  Michigan,  was  born  in  Rollin, 
Lenawee  County,  this  State,  on  the  19th  of 
February,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  William  M.  and 
Elizabeth  C.  Beal  Steere.  His  father  was  from 
Belmont  County,  Ohio,  and  his  mother  from  the 
township  of  Macedon,  being  a  member  of  an  old 
Puritan  family,  while  the  father  came  from  Quaker 
stock  of  Pennsylvania.  Both  the  maternal  and 
and  paternal  grandsire  lived  to  extreme  old  age, 
being  well  along  in  their  nineties. 

The  life  of  a  farmer's  boy  was  the  early  experi- 
ence of  our  subject  and  he  remained  in  his  native 
home  until  he  was  twelve  years  old,  when  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Ionia  County,  Mich.,  and  made 
their  home  upon  a  farm  in  Ronald  Township,  and 
he  there  grew  to  manhood.  The  common  schoolsof 
his  country  home  gave  him  his  earliest-  grounding 
in  the  elements  of  an  education,  and  he  came  to 
Ann  Arbor  in  1863  and  spent  one  year  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  city,  after  which  he  entered  the 
University,  taking  the  classical  course  and  was 
graduated  in  1868,  when  he  entered  the  Law  De- 
partment taking  his  degree  in   1870. 

In  1870  the  young  man  began  a  tour  of  travel 
in  the  service  of  the  university,  visiting  South 
America  and  spending  two  years  in  Brazil  on  the 
Amazon  River,  collecting  natural  history  speci- 
mens and  visiting  all  the  country  along  the  course 
of  that  river,  going  as  far  as  Lima.  He  then  turned 
north  along  the  Andes  Mountains  to  the  Gulf. 
He  spent  two  years  in   the  enterprise,  crossing  the 


Andes  by  the  Lima  &  Aroya  Railtoad  and  then 
embarked  at  Peru  and  in  a  sailing-vessel  crossed 
the  Pacific  Ocean  to  China  and  spent  nine  months 
on  the  Island  of  Formosa,  thence  returning  to 
China  and  the  Philippine  Islands.  From  that  group 
he  passed  to  Singapore  and  thence  to  the  Spice 
Islands,  Java  and  the  Malaccas.  He  remained  in 
the  Philippine  Islands  about  nine  months,  and  re- 
turned home  by  way  of  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Suez 
Canal,  thence  to  Marseilles  in  France  and  by  way 
of  England  to  America. 

Mr.  Steere  reached  home  in  September,  1875, 
having  been  absent  from  his  native  land  a  little 
more  than  five  years.  His  efforts  in  behalf  of 
the  university  and  the  true  scientific  knowledge 
which  he  had  exhibited  in  his  researches  for  this 
institution  soon  brought  him  promotion,  and  he 
was  in  1879  appointed  Assistant  Professor  in  Zool- 
ogy. The  same  year  he  took  a  party  of  students  to 
Brazil  during  a  three  months'  vacation. 

Upon  his  return  from  his  Brazilian  trip  Prof. 
Steere  was  united  in  marriage  in  September,  1879, 
to  Helen,  daughter  of  Nathan  Buzzard,  of  Ann 
Arbor.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Steers  was  called  from 
earth  in  October  following.  She  is  now  the  mother 
of  six  children,  namely:  Edith  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember "20.  1880;  James  A.,  January  5,  1882;  Bes- 
sie, January  1,  1884:  David  J.,  January  8,  1886; 
Helen  M.,  June  20.  1889,  and  Robert,  October  21, 
1890.  All  of  these  bright  and  happy  children  are 
still  beneath  the  parental  roof. 

In  1879  this  truly  scientific  scholar  received  his 
election  as  Professor  of  Zoology  in  the  University 
and  in  18K7  he  obtained  a  leave  of  absence  and 
took  a  party  of  students  to  the  Philippine  Islands 
where  he  remained  for  nineteen  months  and  upon 
his  return  resumed  work  for  the  University.  Rich 
collections  for  the  University  have  been  made  by 
him  and  he  has  himself  prepared  and  mounted 
some  fifty  new  species  of  birds  and  a  number  of 
mammals. 

During  the  summer  of  1876  Prof.  Steere  went  to 
England  and  spent  months  in  the  British  Museum, 
thus  giving  himself  a  special  preparation  for  the 
great  work  which  he  afterward  carried  on  abn  ad. 
lie  has  large  farming  interests  in  Washtenaw  C<  unty 
and  lives  a  part  of  each  year  upon    his  farm,  and 
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during  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  the  city  where 
he  own-  a  spacious  residence.  1 1<-  i>  :>  Prohibition- 
ist in  hi-  political  affiliations,  and  although  In' is 
ii. .1  an  office-seeker  he  has  twice  been  his  party's 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Superintended  of  Public 
[nsruction.  He  is  a  Methodist  in  his  religious  be- 
lief and  has  held  tin'  position  of  Superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school,  and  in  all  points  he  is 
counted  <>n  the  side  of  religion  and  morality. 


_,  ON.  EDWARD  I).  KINNE,  Judge  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court,  of  the  Twenty -second  Judicial 
Circuit,  embracing  Washtenaw  and  Mon- 
roe Counties,  was  born  :it  DeWitt  Centre, 
now  Last  Syracuse,  Onondaga  County,  X.  Y., 
February  9,  1842.  His  father,  Julius  C.  Kinne, 
was  a  native  of  thai  State,  and  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  He  was  for  a  number  of  terms  a  mem- 
bei  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  married  to 
Rachel  W.  Wetherby,  who  was  also  a  native  of 
New  York  State.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  at- 
tended for  a  time  the  district  schools,  and  subse- 
quently the  Syracuse  High  School,  up  totheageof 
lift een  \ears.  when  lie  commenced  preparation  for 
college  at  the  Cazenovia  Seminary,  New  York. 
From  here  he  graduated  in  I860,  and  entered  the 
University  of  Michigan.  He  graduated  from  the 
classical  department  of  the  University  in  1864, and, 
going  to  Washington,  D.  C,  he  entered  the  emploj 
of  the  Government  in  the  Diplomatic  Bureau  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  ami  also  took  up  the 
study  of  the  law  at  the  Columbian  Law-school,  in 
Washington,  lie  retained  his  position  for  a  period 
of  three  years,  and  graduated  from  the  law-school 
in  1867,  when  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the 
bar  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Soon  afterward 
he  resigned  his  position  under  the  Government, 
and,  coming  to  Michigan,  he  located  at  Ann  Arbor, 
where  he  opened  hisoffici  and  commenced  practice. 
He  formed  a  co-partnership  with  the  Hon.  Olney 
Hawkins,  which  continued  until  1869.  Subse- 
quently lie  was  lor  a  time  iii  partnership  with 
Messrs.  Coleman  it  Root,  but  since  about    1870  he 


has  been  alone.  His  law  practice  has  been  large, 
ranking  among  the  first  in  the  county:  and  his 
business,  involving  his  whole  attention,  ha-  kept 
him  to  a  great  extent  out  of  politic-.  In  1869  he 
was  elected  City  Recorder,  and  held  that  office  two 
terms.     In  1871  he  became  City  Attorney,  to  which 

Office    he    was    elected    three    Micce--i\e    term-.       lie 

\\ :i -  elected  Mayor  of  the  city  in  1876,  and  wa-  re- 
elected the  following  year.  In  1879  he  was  sent 
to  the  Lower  llou-e  of  the  state  Legislature  by  the 
Republican  party  of  his  district,  and  while  a  mem- 
ber of  that  body  was  Chairman  of  the  Ci  m  nittee 
on  Private  ( lorporations,  and  a  member  of  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee.  In  1887  he  was  elected  Judge 
of  the  Twenty-second  Judicial  Circuit  of  Michigan, 
and  entered  upon  tin'  duties  of  that  office  on  .lan- 
nray  1,  1H88.  Judge  Kinne  isin  the  vigor  of  early 
manhood,  of  medium  build,  and  possessed  of  great 
vitality,  capable  of  severe  and  prolonged  mental 
labor;  a  good  student  and  a  rapid  worker;  a  strong 
reasoner  and  a  safe  counselor.  He  has  a  tine  Legal 
mind,  which  has  been  greatly  strengthened  and  en- 
riched by  severe  literary  and  legal  training;  and 
by  close  application  and  attention  to  business  he 
has  fairly  and  justly  won  his  way  to  the  front  rank 
of  the  profession,  and  made  a  grand  success  of  life. 
He  is  one  of  the  few  active  and  successful  practi- 
tioners who  have  been    able,    through    a    long    and 

successful  practice,  so  to  conduct  the  varied  and 
complex  interests  submitted  to  his  management 
that  his  integrity  has  never  been  questioned;  and 
while  it  is  true  that,  in  the  trial  of  a  ease,  his  ad- 
versary has  urgent  need  to  hedge  himself  about 
with  all  the  defenses  known  to  honorable  warfare. 
still  his  Standing  at  the  bar  i- such  that  no  stipula- 
tion with  him  was  ever  required  to  be  put  in  writ? 
ing.  His  oral  promise  was  all  that  wa-  necessary. 
In  his  business  life  he  is  conservative, bordering  on 
timidity:  and  it  is  only  in  the  trial  of  a  case  where 
i^reat  interests  are  at  stake,  in  the  midst  of  a  con- 
flict such  as  an  ordinary  man  shrinks  from,  that  he 
discloses  that  tenacity  of  purpose, independence  of 
mind,  and  personal  In  a  very,  of  which  he  i-  possessed 
in  an  unusual  degree.  A-  a  trial  lawyer  he  ha- 
but  few  equals;  thoroughly  a  master  of  himself 
with  an  intimate  knowledge  of  his  case,  of  ipiiek 
perceptive  faculties,    ready   to  take  advantage  of 
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any  error,  master  of  any  principle  of  the  law  in- 
volved in  the  case,  an  accurate  reader  of  human 
character,  able  to  discern  the  motives  and  purpose 
of  a  witness  as  if  by  inspiration,  of  inexhaustible 
resources,  he  is  a  formidable  antagonist,  and  who- 
ever wins  from  him  a  verdict  is  entitled  to  it.  The 
judge  is  of  easy  and  graceful  manners,  free  from 
mannerisms,  a  line  conversationalist,  fond  of  repar- 
tee, possessed  of  a  wit  of  no  mean  order,  a  welcome 
guest  in  every  household,  and  the  center  of  refined 
and  polite  society. 


ROF.    JAMES    CRAIG 
more    brightly     shine 


WATSON.     Not 

the  stars  which 
were  the  objects  of  the  unwearied  study 
of  our  subject  than  shines  the  char- 
acter and  career  of  one  who  struggles  upward 
through  hardships  and  privations,  and  by  the 
force  of  his  intellect,  his  noble  ambition  and  his 
undaunted  courage  makes  for  himself  even  in  boy- 
hood a  reputation  for  brilliancy  and  for  faithful- 
ness which  places  him  on  the  high  road  to  profes- 
sional success.  Such  was  the  career  of  Prof. 
Watson,  whose  portrait  accompanies  this  sketch. 

James  Watson,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject 
abandoned  his  place  of  birth  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1811.  and  madea  home  for  his  family  in  the  almost 
unbroken  forest  of  Canada.  The  journey  was 
taken  on  foot,  and  William,  the  father  of  James 
Craig  Watson,  then  a  child  of  tender  years,  was 
placed  upon  an  ox  sled  which  bore  the  scanty 
household  goods  of  the  family.  The  grandfather 
became  a  man  of  wealth  in  his  new  home:  lie  also 
possessed  a  taste  for  books  and  learning,  and  col- 
lected a  valuable  library  in  which  he  early  excited 
the  interest  and  appreciation  of  his  children. 

Prof.  Watson  inherited  no  doubt  from  his  grand- 
father his  love  of  learning,  but  from  his  mother, 
Rebecca  Bacon,  a  native  of  Novia  Scotia,  he  de- 
rived the  restless  and  tireless  activity,  which  ever 
distinguished  him.  His  father  who  did  not  find 
success  in  Canada,  emigrated  in  1850  to  Michigan 
and  after  reaching  Detroit  they  were  in  doubt 
where  to  locate.     But  the  mother  heard  a  stranger 


remark  that  the  State  University  was  situated  at 
Ann  Arbor  and  she  at  once  decided  that  her  chil- 
dren should  be  brought  up  within  the  range  of  it> 
influence.  The  family  reached  Ann  Arbor  penni- 
less and  destitute  and  at  once  found  opportunities 
for  employment.  The  boy  here  displayed  that 
avidity  for  learning  and  willingness  to  adapt  him- 
self to  circumstances  which  was  a  distinguishing 
trait  of  his  character  and  made  rapid  strides  in 
learning  while  still  working  for  wages. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  young  Watson  entered  the 
University  as  a  student  and  soon  attracted  attention 
for  tin-  excellence  of  his  scholarship  in  every  direc- 
tion. The  man  whoat  this  time  exercised  the  great- 
est influence  over  his  development  was  probably 
Francis  Bronnow  who  had  recently  been  called  to  the 
chair  of  astronomy  and  the  directorship  of  the  new 
observatory.  Immediately  after  Mr.  Watson's 
graduation  in  1857  he  commenced  work  as  a  salaried 
assistant  in  the  observatory  and  at  the  same  time 
contributed  valuable  papers  to  scientific  periodi- 
cals, publishing  no  less  than  fifteen  papers  before 
lie  reached  his  twentieth  year.  In  1859  when  Prof. 
Bronnow  resigned  his  chair  Mr.  Watson  waselected 
Professor  of  Astronomy  and  upon  Mr.  Bronnow's 
return  to  Ann  Arbor.  Mr.  Watson  was  transferred 
to  the  chair  of  Physics  which  he  held  until  1863, 
when  Bronnow  again  resigned  and  Watson  was 
chosen  Professor  of  Astronomy  and  Director  of 
the  Conservatory.  At  the  Centennial  Prof.  Wat- 
son  was  one  of  the  judges  of  the  scientific  instru- 
ments of  mathematical  works. 

In  May.  I860  oursubject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Annette  Helena  Wait,  of  Dexter,  who  during 
the  remaining  twenty  years  of  his  life  was  an  earn- 
est helper  not  only  in  domestic  life  but  also  in  his 
professional  career.  The  reduction  of  the  Wash- 
ington Zones  and  the  preparation  of  a  series  of 
chart-  of  stars  lying  near  the  Elliptic,  and  his  re- 
ports upon  the  work  of  the  Observatory  formed 
the  main  part  of  his  work  during  that  ten  years. 
He  was  the  discoverer  of  twenty-two  minor  planets, 
hi-  first  planet  Eurynome  in  1863  being  followed 
in  succeeding  years  until  1868  lie  contributed  six 
to  the  iist  which  wasat  that  time  an  unprecedented 
feat.  He  also  discovered  two  comet.-,  one  in  1856 
and  another  in    I  86  1. 
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Prof.  Watson  was  placed   l>\  the  United    States 

Gover enl   in  charge  of  the  expedition  to  Mi. 

Pleasant,  Iowa,  to  observe  the  total  eclipse  of  the 
sun  in  1869,  and  was  also  sen  1  in  Sicily  forasimi- 
lar  purpose  in  1870,  and  to  Peking,  China,  to  ob- 
serve the  transit  of  Venus  in  1874,  he  having 
charge  of  that  expedition.  This  was  his  mosl  im- 
portanl  scientific  commission  and  he  undertook  ii 
fully  impressed  with  the  responsibility  which  it 
imposed  upon  him,  ami  ii  was  with  profound  relief 
and  joy  thai  he  saw  his  arduous  labors  connected 
with  this  expedition  crowned  with  success.  The 
return  from  China  was  made  by  the  way  of  India, 
Egypl  and  Europe  and  the  scientist  spenl  several 
weeks  in  Egypt  al  the  invitation  of  the  Khedive  in 
instructing  and  co-operating  with  the  engineer  of- 
licers  <>!'  the  Egyptian  Army.  This  work  performed 
without  pecuniary  compensation  won  tor  him  the 
cordial  thanks  of  the  Khedive  and  the  decoration 
Of  Knight  Commander  of  the  Imperial  Order  of 
the  Medjidich  of  Turkeyand  Egypt.  lie  was  also 
the  possessor  of  two  very  valuable  medals  l  test  owed 
upon  him  for  his  scieutilic  discoveries  in  astronmy. 

It  had  long  been  the  belief  of  Prof.  Watson  that 
a  planet  mighl  be  found  inside  the  path  Of  Mer- 
cury and  the  eclipse  of  1878  offered  a  favorable 
opportunity  to  search  for  this  body  of  which  he 
eagerly  availed  himself.  He  mounted  his  tele- 
scope upon  (he  crest  of  llie  Rocky  Mountains  al 
Separation.  Wyo.,  and  there  gave  himself  to  a 
thorough  exploration  of  the  heavens.  He  was 
finally  able  to  announce  the  discovery  of  two  new 
bodies,  one  of  which  he  firmly  believed  to  be  the 
long  looked  for  Vulcan,  and  to  prove  his  views  to 
the  scieutilic  world  he  gladly  accepted  the  oppor- 
tunity now  given  him  of  becoming  the  director  of 

the  new  observatory  at    Madison,  Wis. 

It  was  with  grief  that  Prof.  Watson  hade  fare- 
well to  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood  studies  .- 1 1 1 < I  pro- 
fessional success  and  upon  entering  the  director- 
ship of  the    Washburn  Observatory     at    Madison 

in  the  Spring  of  1879  he  found  that  the  tele- 
scopic preparation-  were  far  from  complete  and 
he  spent  much  of  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
designing  and  superintending  the  construction 
of  these  new  buildings  and  apparatuses,  lie  was 
at  the  lime  of  his  death  deeply  engaged  in  a  novel 


project  which  he  was  carrying  on  at  his  own  ex- 
pense.  This  consisted  of  a  solar  observatory,  the 
tube  for  which  passed  through  a  long  hill  and  thus 
gave  him  an  opportunity  to  observe  at  midday 
without  being  blinded  by  the  sun's  light.  He  was 
suddenly  stricken  down  by  a  congestive  chill  from 
which  he  partially  rallied  and  then  rcapscd  and 
died  November  22,  1880.  In  all  probability  the  un- 
due exposures  which  he  underwent  in  the  interests 
of  science  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  untimely 
end  of  a  caieerat  once  the  most  brilliant  and  the 
most  promising  in  the  history  of  Michigan. 

It  was  while  Prof.  Watson  held  the  chair  of 
Physics  in  the  University  that  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Wait,  who  had  been  a  student 
in  the  High  School  at  Ann  Arbor  and  had  after- 
ward graduated  at  the  Seminary  at  Vpsilanti. 
Since  the  death  of  the    Professor    Mrs.  Watson   has 

resided  with  her   parents.     She  ac npanied   him 

on  his  expedition  to  China,  being  his  assistant  and 
keeping  his  notes,  she  also  accompanied  him  on 
his  trip  around  the  world.  His  text  books  were 
translated  into  German  and  French  and  have 
reached  their  second  edition.  The  famous  Lick 
Observatory  at  San  Francisco  was  erecte.l  under 
the  orders  of  Prof.  Watson  who  expected  to  go 
thither  as  soon  as  his  work  at  Madison  was  com- 
pleted. 


OHN  CHAMBRES  BIRD,  deceased.  To 
keep  green  the  memory  of  the  departed 
whose  lives  were  worthy  ami  filled  up  with 
\^_y  good  deeds,  is  an  object  worthy  of  much 
effort.  Not  only  do  the  children  of  those  who 
have  passed  on  to  the  other  world  desire  to  per- 
petuate their  memory,  hut  their  neighbors  and 
friends  may  well  feel  that  they  are  benefited  by 
rehearsing  the  incidents  of  the  life  that  has  closed, 
lie  of  whom  we  write  was  horn  in  Mansfield,  Mor- 
ris County.  N.  .1..  .Inly  IS,  1822.  His  parent-. 
Furman  and  Mary  (Davis)  Bird  were  native-  of 
New  Jersey.  The  Birds  were  of  ( ierman  origin. whose 
ancestors  came  to  this  country  in  the  early  colon- 
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ial  days.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Edward  Bird.  His  mother's  father  was  Col.  Davis 
who  served  as  wagonmaster  throughout  the  Rev- 
olutionary War.  His  widow  lived  to  be  one  hun- 
dred and  two  years  old  and  drew  a  Colonel's 
widow's  pension  of  $50  a  month. 

Furman  Bird  and  his  family  <>f  nine  children, 
among  whom  John  C.  was  next  to  the  youngest, 
came  to  Michigan  in  1833  and  secured  the  tract  of 
land  where  the  family  now  lives,  one-half  mile 
west  of  Ann  Arbor  city  limits.  This  farm  of 
eighty  acres  was  the  home  of  the  father  till  his 
deatli  which  took  place  September  5,  1839,  when 
he  reached  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  His  wife 
survived  him  until  March  18,  1856,  when  she  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  They  were  mar- 
ried August  1(5,  1801,  and  had  spent  many  happy 
years  together.  His  old  family  clock  still  beats 
time  in  the  household. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were  Eliz- 
abeth Chambres,  William  S.,  Samuel,  Susannah, 
Elijah,  David,  Mary,  Edward.  John  ('.  and  Joseph. 
Susannah  died  at  the  age  of  five  years  and  all  the 
rest  grew  to  maturity  and  came  to  Michigan, 
where  they  married.  All  are  now  deceased  except 
David  who  makes  his  home  in  Unadilla  Township, 
Livingston  County.  Samuel  Bird  settled  in  North- 
field  Township,  this  county,  and  his  son  still  lives 
there  while  William  F.,  who  is  a  son  of  David,  re- 
sides in  Ann  Arbor. 

Our  subject  was  eleven  years  old  when  the  fam- 
ily removed  to  this  State  and  he  remained  upon 
the  farm  until  his  marriage  which  took  place  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two.  From  1845  to  1  !->:">  1  be 
lived  in  Ingham  County,  and  after  that  returned 
to  the  old  homestead  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  The  farm  consists  of  seventy-five  acres 
and  upon  it  the  first  peach  orchard  of  ten  acres 
was  set  out  in  1860,  and  since  that  time  three 
others  of  the  same  size  have  been  added.  The 
father  was  a  life  member  of  the  Agricultural  So- 
ciety and  his  speciality  was  fruit.  He  was  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  continuously  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century  and  was  very  popular  and  useful  in  thai 
office. 

The  political  tendencies  of  Furman  Bird  were  by 
early  training  in  the  line   of  Democracy,   but    he 


cast  his  first  vote  for  Birney,  the  Abolition  candi- 
date, and  afterwards  wasa  Republican  and  a  strong 
supporter  of  President  Lincoln  during  the  war  and 
was  also  an  ardent  Garfield  man.  His  efforts  in 
connection  with  Judge  Lawrence  were  the  first 
attempt  to  put  Ann  Arbor  peaches  upon  the  mar- 
ket an  industry  which  has  since  grown  to  enor- 
mous proportions.  He  also  raised  apples  and  had 
about  three  hundred  and  eighty  trees  in  his  apple 
orchard.  He  became  attached  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  l<s:!(;  and  was  active  in  church  work. 
He  was  a  man  of  large  physique  and  well  propor- 
tioned, of  equable  disposition  and  thoroughly  well 
liked  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  suddenly  of 
heart  disease,  which  was  hereditary  and  not  unex- 
pected, his  death  occurring  June  5,  1887. 

John  Bird  established  a  home  for  himself  in 
184-1  by  choosing  as  his  wife  Jane  Slatford,  daugh- 
ter of  Job  and  Hannah  (Biggin)  Slatford,  who 
settled  in  Ann  Arbor  in  1832,  ami  were  both  na- 
tive-, of  England.  Mr.  Slatford  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade  and  came  from  Trowbridgetown,  Wilt- 
shire, where  his  daughter  Jane  was  also  born  Octo- 
ber 6,  1824.  Her  father  died  in  1851,  while  en 
route  to  California,  being  at  the  time  off  the  coast 
of  Mexico.  He  was  buried  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
His  widow  survived  him  until  September,  1872. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bird  were  married  on  the  5th  of  No- 
vember, 1st!  1,  and  they  have  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Judson  S..  Corinna  M..  Jennie  L.  and  John 
M.  The  eldest  son  died  in  Kansas,  March  19, 
1882,  and  the  daughters  have  both  remained  at 
home. 

The  family  mourn  deeply  the  loss  of  this  eldest 
son.  who  was  thoroughly  educated  and  very  capa- 
ble in  business.  He  graduated  in  the  civil  engi 
neering  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
in  the  Class  of  1870,  and  was  engaged  in  publish- 
ing county  maps,  his  home  being  in  Jackson.  Mich., 
of  which  city  be  was  the  City  Surveyor,  lie  was 
in  the  employ  of  the  Govermenl  in  Texas,  where 
he    made  a    topographical    survey    of    the    Trinity 

River.     His  death  occurred   March  19,  1882,  while 

completing  the  work  in  another  county.  His  tal- 
ented wife  took  up  the  work  and  brought,  it  to 
completion.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mary  Sears, 
and    she    had    been     Hie    preceptress  of    the    High 
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School  al  Jackson  and  now  resides  there  with  her 
son  and  daughter,  John  C.  and  Bessie.  This  son, 
now  : i u » * < I  seventeen,  isa  studenl  in  the  Mechanical 
Engineering  Department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan. 

John  M.  Bird,  the  youngest  son  of  our  subject, 
is  .-it  presenl  carrying  on  the  farm.  He  married 
Florence  Walker  who  has  two  children — Julia  Cyl- 
lania;  and  a  babe  unnamed,  a  little  .-on.  The 
daughters  who  -till  brighten  the  home  of  their 
mother  are  young  ladies  of  education  and  refine- 
ment and  honored  members  of  society.  Mrs.  Bird 
unci  the  other  members  of  the  family  are  connected 
with    the    Baptist    Church.     In  ISC,:)  Mr.  Bird  put 

up   the   beautiful  1 e   in   which  the  family  now 

resides,  which  is  one  of  the  ornaments  of  the  town- 
ship. 


-run 


ACOB  F.  SCHUH,  belonging  to  the  firm  of 
Sehiih  &  Muehlig,  is  a  dealer  in  hardware, 
and  is  loci  ed  :it  No.  :i  1  S.  .Main  Street,  Ann 
Arbor.  Air.  Schuh  is  a  native  of  Remerg- 
heim,  Wittenberg,  Germany, and  was  there  horn 
October  29,  1843.  tie  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and 
Mary  (I'' rank)  Schuh.  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  for  a  time  located  in  Little  Falls.  N.  Y.. 
later  coming  to  Ann  Arbor. 

The  mother  survived  until  1873  and  expired 
when  in  her  sixty-eightb  year.  They  were  the 
parent:  of  five  children,  there  being  three  hoy- and 
two  girls,  and  of  these  our  subject  is  the  third. 
In     his     boyl) I      he    attended     school     at     Little 

Falls  ami  after  coming  to  Michigan  enjoyed 
the  advantages  of  the  High  School  of  the  citj  of 
Ann  Arbor.  After  finishing  his  education  he  began 

his  mercantile  experience  as  clerk  in  the  establish- 
ment of  A.  Widdman,  a  hardware  dealer  in  this 
city.  After  a  time  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  his  employer  under  the  linn  name  of  Widdner 
.v  Schuh.  and  remained  thus  connected  for  ten 
\  ear,-. 

In  1873  our  subject  started  in  business  on  his 
own  account,  at  No.  37  S.  Main  Street  In  1878 
he  removed  to  hi-  present   -land.   No.  :il   s.  Main 


Street,  where  In-  keep-  :i  complete  -lock  of  the  besl 

hardware  goods,     lie  at  the   same  time    manufac- 

I  ures  all  kind-  of  tin  ware  that  is  usee]  in  the  domes- 
tic line  and  in  hou-e  building.  In  L883  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Andrew  Muehlig  and  this  con- 
nection const  il  utc-  at  the  present  time  the  firm 
above  mentioned. 

Mr.  Schuh  was  married  in  is?s  to  Miss  Salina 
Cropsey,  of  Ann  Arbor,  a  daughter  of  George  W. 
Crop.-c\  .  and  the  mother  of  one  -on — Carl  F.  Mr. 
Schuh  has  been  City  Treasurer  for  three  years  and 
has  also  been  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Work-  for  three  year.-.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat 
He  ha-  been  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  County 
Committte  for  the  past  six  years  and  takes  great  in- 
terest in  local  ami  county  politics.  His  residence 
on  Fifth  Avenue  presents  a  pleasing  appearance 
from  without  and  is  charmingly  arranged  within. 
The  store  of  which  he  is  senior  partner,  is  three 
stories  in  height,  and  proportionately  large  in 
width  and  depth.  He  carries  a  very  fine  line  of 
-lock  and  the  man  who  cannot  he  suited  here  must 
he  hard  to  please. 


X    EN8MORE    CRAMER,    of  the    law    (inn    of 
>    Cramer  &  Cramer,  located  at  Ann  Arbor,   is 

a  native  of  New  York  State  and  was  horn 
in  Onandaga  County.  January  22,  L829.  lie  isa 
-on  of  Jeremiah  Cramer,  a  native  of  New  York, 
who  was  horn  in  Montgomery  County  in  17'.':'>  and 
was  a  .-on  of  George  Cramer,  of  Holland  descent. 
Our  subject's  mother  was  in  her  maiden  days  a 
Miss  Ruth  Lowry.  a  native  of  New  York,  and  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Lowry,  of  German  descent,  She 
married  Jeremiah  Cramer  at  Marcellus.  in  the  Em- 
pire State  in    I, si '.I. 

Some  twenty  \  cars  after  marriage  the  parent-  of 
our  subject  removedfrom  New  York  to  Washtenaw 
County,  this  State,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Free- 
dom Township,  there  engaging  in  general  farming. 
He  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days  on  his  farm, 
hut    died   in    Bridgewater  Township,  in  1845.     In 
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politics  he  was  a  Whig  and  a  man  of  superior  in- 
tellectual powers.  Our  subject's  mother  died  the 
year  following  the  decease  of  her  husband  in  Lodi 
Township,  Washtenaw  County.  They  were  the 
parents  of  a  numerous  family  of  children,  of  whom 
six  are  still  living. 

1  k'usmore  Cramer  was  reared  upon  the  home 
farm  of  his  parents  and  in  his  boyhood  attended 
the  district  school,  afterward  going  to  Ypsilanti 
Seminary,  and  for  one  year  attended  the  Lodi 
Seminary  where  he  prepared  for  college.  He  sub- 
sequently became  a  student  in  Hanover  College, 
Indiana,  and  there  pursued  his  studies  for  about  two 
yens  and  then  entered  the  literary  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  and  finally  finished 
his  course  at  Hanover  College. 

In  1863  our  subject  entered  the  law  department 
of  the  University  in  which  he  was  a  student  and 
was  graduated  in  1865,  after  which  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Ann  Arbor,  to 
which  he  devoted  the  most  of  his  time  and  atten- 
tion up  the  present  date,  practicing  in  all  the 
courts,  local,  State  and  Federal.  In  1891  betook 
in  his  son  Seward  Cramer,  as  partner  under  the 
firm  name  of  Cramer  &  Cramer. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  1856, 
to  Miss  Catharine  Twitchell,  of  Hamburg,  Living- 
ston County,  this  State.  She  is  an  adopted  daugh- 
ter of  Stoddard  W.  Twitchell,  a  prominent  farmer 
of  that  county.  Mrs.  Cramer  was  born  in  Yates 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  of  Welsh  and  English  origin. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  become  the  parents 
of  four  children.  They  are  Isniena.  who  is  the 
wife  of  the  Hon.  B.  S.  Waite,  of  Menominee,  this 
State;  Seward,  who  as  before  stated,  is  in  partner- 
ship with  his  father;  both  of  the  above  children 
are  graduates  of  the  University.  Kate  who  is  a 
member  of  the  senior  class  of  the  University  of 
Michigan  and  Alice,  who  isa  member  of  the  junior 
class  of  the  same  institution.  Mr.  Cramer  was 
elected  City  Attorney  in  1872,  and  in  1*77  was 
elected  Mayor  of  municipality,  hi  1**1  he  became 
a  candidate  on  the  Democratic  for  State  Senator. 
He  was  a  delegate  at  the  National  Convention 
which  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Besides  owning  considerable  city  and  county 
property  Mr.  Cramer  is  also  owner  of  one   good 


farm,  an  hotel  and  is  financially  prosperous.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  and  are  generous  of  their  time  and 
means  in  supporting  gospel  work.  Our  subject  has 
a  beautiful  home  located  at  No.  47  E.  Huron 
Street  and  there  lie  gathers  about  him  the  best  ele- 
ment socially  of  the  city.  The  home  is  merry  also 
with  the  young  people  that  are  constantly  found 
there  attracted  by  his  bright  daughters.  Politically 
he  of  whom  we  write  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  been 
for  the  past  twenty  years  but  is  not  a  strong  parti- 
san. 


-  ■ '  ± 


I  EVARTS SMITH.  Thesubject  of  this  sketch 
has  acquired  a  reputation  that  extends  far 
beyond  his  own  locality,  as  a  breeder  of 
American  Merino  sheep  in  which  branch  of 
stock-raising  he  has  been  pre-eminently  successful. 
lie  is,  however,  a  general  farmer  and  to  the  work 
of  cultivating  his  tract  of  land  he  adds  the  raising 
of  Short-horn  cattle  and  the  breeding  of  a  high 
grade  of  horses.  Residing  on  section  21,  Ypsilanti 
Township,  Washtenaw  County,  our  subject  is  a 
native  of  Rutland  County.  Yt..  where  he  was  born 
November  2.").  1829. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  son  of  Silas  and 
(bloc  (Chatterton)  Smith,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Vermont.  lie  is  of  Scotch-English 
ancestry,  his  progenitors  on  the  paternal  side  being 
of  English  origin  and  those  on  the  maternal  side 
of  Scotch  origin.  His  great  grandsire,  John  Smith, 
and  three  of  his  great-uncles  were  soldiers  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Mr.  Smith's  great-grand- 
father was  a  compatriot  of  the  hero  Ethan  Allen 
and  was  a  captain  in  the  Revolutionary  War  as  was 
also  one  of  his  sous,  another  son  filling  a  posl 
as  Lieutenant.  Our  subject  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  Stall'  and  then'  received 
the  advantages  of  a  good  common-school  educa- 
tion. In  1853  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  R.  ( lhatterton  and  remoi  ed  i>>  Esses  Countj  . 
N.  Y..  where   their    three   children    were  born    and 
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where  the  mother  died  in  September,  1864.  Two 
children  born  of  this  union  survive — Frank  \V. 
and  Arthur  11..  Mr.  Smith  subsequently  traveled 
in  the  South  and  Wes1  and  on  his  return  to  Rut- 
land, Vt,  in  the  fall  of  1865, he  married  his  second 
wife  November  25.  She  was  formerly  .Mrs.  Martha 
M.  Brown,  the  widow  of  William  Brown,  of  Rut- 
land, N't.,  and  by  her  first  marriage  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Manila  Ella,  who  married  Edwin  M.McCloud, 
and  died  leaving  a  son.  William  Eben,  who  makes 
his  home  with  our  subject.  Of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  one-  child  has  been  horn — William 
Evarts.  Mrs.  Smith  was  reared  in  Rutland  County, 
Vt.  Her  mother  was  previous  to  marriage,  Miss 
Mary  Warner,  she  married  Guy  Spencer  and  died 
in  1834;  her  husband  dying  about  I860. 

In  the  fall  of  1866  Mr.  Smith  came  to  Washte- 
naw County,  this  state,  and  has  resided  since  upon 
his  present  farm.  The  previous  owner  of  his  farm 
was  William  Wilson,  who  purchased  the  same  from 
the  Government,  and  the  original  patent  of  the 
land,  comprising  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres, 
and  healing  the  signature  of  President  John 
Quincy  Adams,  is  m  our  subject's  possession.  Mr. 
Smith  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
aero  of  land,  one  hundred  and  eighty  of  which 
Comprise  his  home  farm,  and  all  being  well  im- 
proved. The  plaee  is  a  model  of  agricultural 
neatness  and  taste.  The  residence  is  comfortable 
and  conveniently  arranged,  surrounded  by  trees 
and  in  the  midsl  of  a  beautiful  lawn.  The  barns 
are  ample  and  the  granaries  are  capacious.  Mr. 
Smith  enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  the 

neighborhood,  and  has  held    several   township   otli- 

ces.  He  i>  a  Republican  in  his  political  preference 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  in  their  church  relations 
worship  with  the  Presbyterian  denomination. 

Our  subject  was  formerly  identified  with  the 
Masonic  order  and  at  the  present  time  is  a  member 
of  the  1  loyal  A  lea  n  u  m  and  of  the  Ancient  ( )rder  of 
United  Workmen.  He  has  been  greatly  interested 
iii  temperance  work  from  his  early  manhood  and  has 
been  an  advocate  of  temperance  reform,  but  has 
never  been  a  parly  prohibitionist.  He  takes  a 
strong  interest  also  in  local  and  county  politics, 
since  settling  here  Mr.  smith  has  1'ccn  engaged 
chiefly  in  raising  fine  Merino  sheep  and  the   finest 


animals  of  that  hrced  arc  brought  from  his  farm, 
lie  ha-  for  several  years  hecn  Treasurer  of  the 
Michigan  Merino  sheep  Breeder's  Association. 


^''i'i'i'^'- 


A  YARD  M.  MARTIN.  The  gentleman  who-, 
name  figures  above  may  he  counted  among 
the  old  residents  of  tin-  county,  having 
lived  here  since  1853,  although  his  resi- 
dence in  the  city  extends  only  over  the  past  eight 
years.  Mr.  Martin  was  horn  in  Mascataway  Town- 
ship. Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  May  1*.  1806,  and 
i-  a  son  of  William  B.  and  Katie  (McKeel)  Martin. 
the  former  being  a  mechanic  by  trade.  Our  sub- 
ject lived  in  his  native  State  until  twenty-live 
years  of  age  when  he  removed  to  New  York  and 
located  in  Varick  Township, Seneca  County,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade,  which  is  that  of  a  mason, 
until  lie  was  enabled  to  buy  a  farm  in  Greece 
Township,  Monroe  County.  N.  Y.,  which  was  ten 
miles  northwest  of  Rochester. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Elinor  Lowden  of  Varick  Township. 
September  9,  l.s.'io.  The  lady  is  the  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  .Mary  (Leonard)  Lowden,  and  was  horn 
April  Id.  1811.  She  spent  her  youth  in  her  native 
plaee  until  marriage.  The  first  child  horn  to  our 
subject  and  his  wife  came  to  them  while  they 
were  living  in  Seneca  County;  they  named  him 
Jacob  II.  Their  second  son,  James  o..  now  lives 
in  the  State  of  Washington ;  William  resides  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn. 

On  leaving  Greece,  Seneca  County.  X.  V..  Mr. 
Martin  bought  a  farm  comprising  one  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  acres  about  two  miles  south  of  the 
city  on  what  is  known  as  Paint  Creek.  The  farm 
was  well  improved,  but  had  been  neglected  and 
was  sadly  run  down.  This  he  improved  and 
there  made  a  tine  home.  They  lived  on  the 
old  home  for  thirty  years  almost  to  a  day  and 
during  that  time  added  valuable  improvements  to 
to  the  plaee.  They  erected  tine  barns,  planted 
new  orchards  and  vineyards.  Finally  making  up 
hi-  mind  to  sell  the  ohl  place.    Mr.    Martin    moved 
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to  Ypsilanti  and  bought  a  fine  home  on  South 
Huron  Street.  He  is  the  owner  of  other  property 
in  the  city. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  has  retired  from 
active  business  pursuits,  but  takes  great  delight  in 
attending  to  his  garden,  which  produces  all  sorts 
of  lucious  vegetables  and  small  fruits.  In  national 
affairs  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  in  local  politics 
he  usually  gives  his  vote  to  the  man  whom  he 
thinks  best  fitted  for  the  position  in  question.  Our 
subject's  eldest  son,  Jacob  11.,  has  a  home  and 
family  of  his  own — a  charming  wife  and  four 
bright  children,  three  daughters  and  one  son.  Of 
the  daughters,  Nellie  is  now  the  wife  of  Asa 
Smith  of  Bay  City;  Mamie  married  A.  DeKlem- 
ments  of  Detroit  and  Jessie  resides  in  New  York 
State.  The  son  is  called  Jacob  II.,  Jr.  Our  sub- 
ject's second  son,  James,  is  a  railroad  man.  William 
B.  has  been  bereft  of  his  wife  who  left  him  two 
sons — Walter  T.,  a  resident  of  Riverside,  Cal.,  and 
William  B.,  Jr.,  who  lives  in  Wisconsin.  Mabel, 
the  daughter,  is  in  Ypsilanti.  Mr.  Martin  is  one  of 
th  old  settlers  in  this  portion  of  the  country. 


B#+£l 


q~ 


UTHER  PALMER,  of  Dexter,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  fruit  baskets, 
crates   and    all  general   fruit  packages,  was 


boru  in  Queensbury,  Warren  County,  N.  Y.,  June 
20,  1824.  His  father,  T.  M.  Palmer,  was  a  native 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  his  parents  coming  from 
Vermont  and  Massachusetts  respectively.  In  1836 
the  family  removed  to  Michigan,  then  beyond  the 
confines  of  civilization,  and  inhabited  principally 
by  Indians  and  wild  animals.  At  Scio  Mr.  Palmer 
found  employment  in  a  mill  where  he  worked  until 
his  deatli  in  1  w<>7  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
The  mother  passed  away  in  1849. 

The  family  of  which  Mr.  Palmer  is  a  member 
consisted  of  seven  children,  of  whom  four  survive. 
One  of  the  daughters.  Lola,  married  A.  D.Crane 
and  resides  in  Dexter.  A  son.  Darwin  A.,  was 
a  sawyer  and  millwright  and  followed  his  trade  in 
Washtenaw  County,  but  died  in  Mt.  Pleasant. 
Mich.,  in  1888.     Our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a 


millwright  at  Osborne's  Mill,  serving  an  appren- 
ticeship with  Lyman  Worthington.  He  followed 
his  trade  some  time  and  also  engaged  in  house  and 
bridge  building.  In  1847-48,  in  connection  with 
his  brother,  he  built  a  mill  at  Iosco,  Livingston 
County.  Leaving  the  mill  in  charge  of  his  brother 
lie  engaged  in  carpentry,  contracting, etc., and  also 
worked    in    a  machine  shop  at  Dexter  three  years. 

In  1851  Mr.  Palmer  purchased  a  farm  in  Scio 
and  there  remained  until  1869,  when  he  removed 
to  Dexter.  He  was  a  practical,  thorough-going 
farmer,  devoting  his  attention  closely  to  his  avo- 
cation and  embellishing  his  estate  with  first-class 
buildings.  By  paying  careful  attention  to  the 
cereals  best  adapted  to  the  soil  and  by  proper  ro- 
tation of  crops  he  was  able  to  reap  large  harvests 
from  the  fertile  soil.  The  farm  was  an  old  one, 
having  been  settled  in  1824,  and  comprised  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  However,  about  1869 
the  demand  of  fruit  growers  became  such  that  he 
was  induced  to  leave  the  farm  and  engage  in  the 
manufacture  of  fruit  baskets.  This  business  has 
grown  each  year,  the  sale  of  berry  baskets  five 
years  ago  having  been  sixty  thousand,  and  in  1891 
one  hundred  and  twenty-live  thousand,  while  the 
average  sale  of  peach  baskets  is  five  thousand.  Mr. 
Palmer  is  well  known  as  a  reliable  dealer  and  his 
manufactures  gave  universal  satisfaction. 

July  I,  1*17.  Mr.  Palmer  and  Miss  Esther  C. 
Lyon  were  united  in  marriage,  and  four  years 
afterward  the  wife  passed  from  earth  July  Li,  1851, 
leaving  one  son  Lester  C.  In  1851  Mr.  Palmer 
was  again  married,  his  bride  being  Martha  Ann 
Hastings,  of  Iosco.  Livingston  County.  This  estim- 
able lady  became  the  mother  of  three  children, 
and  died  in  1884,  mourned  by  family  and  friends 
Her  children  were  named:  Kate,  who  is  deceased; 

Charles  who  died  al  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  and 
Matlie  I.  who  keeps  house  for  her  father  and  assists 
him    in    the  office  work,   being   correspondent    and 

I k-keeper.     One  of  the  leading  vocalists  in  the 

county,  she  has  accompanied  main  of  tin1  most 
successful  revivalists  al  various  points  and  while 
engaged  in  teaching  music  is  still  receiving  in- 
struction from  the  best  instructors.  Thesweetness 
and  purity  of  her  voice  attracts  universal  admira- 
tion   and    she    has    been    solicited    by    the   Catholic 
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pries)  i"  sing  in  his  choir.  Mr.  Palmer  is  a  strong 
temperance  man  and  in  politics  adheres  to  the 
principles  of  the  I )emocra1  ic  party.  On  all  subjects 
of  importance  he  has  decided  opinions,  which 
carry  weighl  among  his  fellow-citizens. 


•■--  St 


11*^ 


J"VT  liTIIFI!  A.  WOOD,  proprietor  of  Hickory 
J  drove  Stock  Farm,  which  is  located  on 
'  section  27.  Lodi  Township,  is  an  intelli- 
gent and  enterprising  gentleman  who  de- 
votes  himself  chiefly  to  the  interests  of  stock-rais- 
ing. He  is  a  thorough  master  of  his  business  and 
1  in-  a  reputation  throughout  the  United  states  as  a 
breeder  of  Merino  sheep,  lie  is  a  native  of  Lodi 
Township  and  the  date  of  his  birth  is  July  18, 
1850.  He  is  a  son  of  George  S.  Wood,  a  native  of 
Connecticut  hut  now  a  resident  of  Lodi  Township. 
When  about  thirteen  years  old  George  S.  Wood 
accompanied  his  father,  Ira,  to  New  York  and 
thence  to  Michigan  where  they  were  early  settlers. 
Both    the   father  and   grandfather   of  our  subjeel 

were  noted  sheep-breeders. 

The  subject  Of  our  sketch  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school education  and  spent  about  one  year 
in  the  Union  Schools  of  Ann  Arhor.  but  his  ill 
health  prevented  his  going  to  school  as  much  as 
his  inclination  prompted.  However,  he  took  a  full 
course  at  the  Commercial  College  and  remained  un- 
der the  parental  roof  until  he  became  of  age.  From 
his   youth    he    delighted    in    the    care    of  sheep  and 

early  displayed  a  knowledge  of  their  habits  that 

many  older  people  do  not    have.      Our   subjeel   was 

named  after  an   uncle  who  presented  him  with  a 

Sheep  when  he  was  a  wee  hoy,  and  since  that  time 
he  has  never  been  without  that  kind  of  stuck. 
When  a  hoy  he  was  accustomed  to  attend  the 
county  and  State  tails  with  his  father  who  exhib- 
ited sheep  and  thus  he  became  familiar  with  all 
grades  of  these  animals.     When  he  became  of  age 

he  had  epiite  a   thick  of  registered   sheep,  and    since 

then  has  owned  -ohm  thousands  of  Merino  rams. 
He  bred  .and  raised  the  famous  ram  known  as 
"■Diamond,"  No.  101,  which  sheared  the  heaviest 
fleece  of  wool  of  any  sheep  on  record  in  the  Fast. 


His  business  is  breeding,  buying  and  selling  sheep. 
He  also  ships  them  from  Vermont  for  breeding 
purposes.  He  ships  extensively  to  Texas  and  in 
1891  he  shipped  sixty  head  of  .Merino  rams  to  Aus- 
tralia. He  is  a  recognized  authority  throughout 
the  Uniled  states  regarding  Merino  sheep.     At  the 

present  time  Mr.  Wood  own-  as  line  spec  linens  as 
can  he  found  in    the  world. 

.Mr.  Wood's  breeding  Hock  usually  comprises 
three  hundred  animals.  He  is  also  interested  in 
the  breeding  of  short-horn  cattle  and  has  some 
fine  specimens  of  this  class  of  stock,  lie  has  cap- 
tured more  than  half  of  the  first-class  prizes  of  the 
Michigan  State  Fair  for  several  years  past  for  his 
Merinoes.  His  farm,  which  is  known  as  Hickory 
Grove  Stock  Farm,  comprises  two  hundred  and 
tilt\  acres  of  land.  Theie  are  good  buildings  upon 
the  place  and  a  line  residence,  which  cater-  both 
to  the  comfort  and  taste  of  its  occupants.  A  view 
of  the  place  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Mr.  Wood  was  married  in  1871  to  Miss  Clara 
Rogers  who  was  horn  near  Ann  Arhor.  They  have 
two  children,  both  hoys,  who  are  named  respect- 
ivly  Roscoe  and  Arthur.  Mr.  Wood  prefer-  tin' 
doctrines  and  tenets  of  the  Republican  party  to  any 
other,  and  is  well  informed  on  political  as  well  as 
local  affairs.  Roth  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  they  are 
generous  supporters.  Mr.  Wood  is  a  member  of 
the  Michigan  Sheep  Breeders  Association,  of  which 
he  was  Treasurer  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Board  since  its  organization.  He  is 
President  of  the  Saline  Sheep  Breeders  Association, 
and  ha- Keen  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Mich- 
igan as  one  of  the  committee  on  stock  for  exhibi- 
tion at  the  World's  Fair  at  Chicago  in   1893. 


•VT  RTEMl  S  I).  SUMNER.  This  gentleman 
C  ■/   I      was  one  of  the  many  who  have  spent    tin1 

/  I  greater  portion  of  their  lives  in  develop- 
ed/ ing  the  country  that  their  children  and 
grandchildren  might  enjoy  the  advantages  which 
they  themselves  were  denied.  In  truth,  we  of  to- 
day arc    the   heirs  of  all  the  ages  and  profit   l»v  'he 
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labor  arid  self-denial  of  the  hard-working  classes 
of  times  past.  Mr.  Sumner  came  to  Michigan  in 
1833.  He  was  horn  in  Delaware  County,  X.  Y., 
December  1(1.  1819,  and  his  decease  occurred  Jan- 
uary 13,  1871). 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in  New 
York.  He  there  enjoyed  the  advantages  ofacom- 
mon-sehool  education,  his  parents  giving  him  what 
opportunities  they  could.  They  were  Jacob  and 
Margaret  (Loveland)  Sumner,  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire State.  Our  subject's  father  lived  to  lie  three- 
score and  ten  years  of  age  and  was  an  old  school- 
teacher, having  been  engaged  in  the  work  of  the 
schoolroom  for  many  years.  In  182H  he  went  to 
Canada  and  in  1833  came  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  Washtenaw  County,  where  his  decease  occurred 
in  September,  1852. 

Mr.  Sumner  was  one  of  eleven  children  born  to 
his  parents,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  He 
was  fourteen  years  old  when  his  parents  came  to 
the  Wolverine  State.  On  reaching  manhood  he 
purchased  a  farm  a  few  years  before  his  marriage 
and  devoted  himself  to  agricultural  work.  From 
time  to  time  he  added  to  his  original  purchase  and 
carried  on  Ins  life  business,  quite  extensively,  lie 
was  a  Republican  in  his  political  belief  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  always 
held  some  official  position  in  the  church,  having 
been  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  Stew- 
ard, Trustee,  and  the   incumbent  of  similar  offices. 

January  1,  1845,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  M.  Parsons,  who  was  born  in  Windom 
Township,  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  November  17, 
1820.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Orrin  and  Rebecca 
Parsons,  natives  of  New  York  who  came  to  Mich- 
igan in  1820.  The  father  entered  Government 
land  in  Saline  Township  on  coming  here  and  lived 
in  a  log  house  for  three  years,  at  a  time  when  the 
wild  animals  that  sped  before  the  house  were  the 
only  creatures  to  break  the  stillness  and  monotony 
of  the  surroundings.  Indians  encamped  at  not  a 
great  distance  from  the  place  ami  were  frequent 
visitors;  here  they  cleared  and  improved  their 
farm.  Mrs.  Sumner's  father  died  February  I,  L850, 
and  the  mother  passed  away  about  four  months 
before.  Two  children  have  come  to  gladden  the 
home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife.      They  are  Flor- 


ence A.  and  Clara  E.  The  former  is  now  the  wife 
of  John  W.  Hull  who  has  been  a  merchant  for 
some  years  and  now  lives  near  Saline;  Mrs.  Hull 
is  the  mother  of  four  children — Wilbur  S.,  Mclhuni 
W.,  Melissa  M.  and  Cora  M.  Clara  E.  married 
Dexter  liriggs  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead; 
they  are  the  parents  of  five  children — Mary  A.. 
Florence  L.,  Sumner  1).,  Luther  M.  and   Fannie  M. 

Mrs.  Sumner  received  her  education  in  the  pio- 
neer schools  of  her  day,  sometimes  being  a  student 
in  a  private  residence,  which  was  perhaps  a  log 
house  and  sometimes  in  the  district  school.  There 
was  no  house  south  of  them  nearer  than  twenty 
miles  and  on  the  West  the  nearest  neighbor  was 
six  or  seven  miles  distant,  and  there  was  only 
an  Indian  trail  leading  to  Monroe.  Mr.  Sum- 
ner had  acquired  three  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  during 
his  life  a  prominent  man,  respected  for  his  many 
virtues  and  loved  for  his  personal  traits.  Mrs. 
Sumner  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and 
has  been  so  connected  for  many  years.  She  is  an 
intelligent  woman  who  is  a  pleasing  conversation- 
alist, having  an  interesting  fund  of  information  in 
regard  to  pioneer  life.  Her  daughters  are  intelli- 
gent ladies  and  fine  housekeepers,  having  pleasant 
homes  and  families  of  their  own. 

Elsewhere  in  this  volume  appears  a  view  of  the 
homestead  of  the  late  Mr.  Sumner. 
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GEORGE  W.  LAUGHRIDGE  is  the  sole  pro- 
prietor of  the  finest  marble  works  in  Mich- 

V A.    igan.      He  has  a  worthy  record  as  a  gallant 

soldier  and  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  - 
townsmen  in  Vpsilanli.  Mr.  Laughridge  was  born 
at   Mansfield,  Ohio,  July  4,    L844,  and    was    there 

reared    until    eight   years  of  age.       lie  is  the  son  of 

Joseph   and  Ellen    M.  (Miller)  Laughridge.     The 

former  was  a    native   of   New  York,  but    of   Scotch 
ancestry,  his    father    having    born    and    married  in" 
Scotland  and  thence  (Miming  to  America. 

Our   subject's    father  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture   of    furniture.      lie    owned    the    site    of    the 
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Crouse  farm,  now  the  fair-grounds  :ii  Mansfield, 
Ohio.  In  1850  lie  decided  to  go  to  Califor- 
nia and  in  company  with  twenty-one  others  went 
by  water  to  San  Francisco  and  was  engaged  in 
mining  :it  Placerville  for  three  years,  He  was 
reasonably  successful  and  broughl  home  11,000. 
In  1854  lie  wenl  to  Oskaloosa,  [owa,  and  started  a 
furniture  factory  .  He  overworked  himself, howe\  er, 
and  in   L856  died  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years. 

After  her  liusband's  death  Mrs.  Laughridge  re- 
turned to  Ohio  but  now  resides  in  Oshkosh,  Wis., 
with  two  sons  and  daughters.  she  is  the  mother 
of  five  children;  tiny  are  our  subject, Theodore  P., 
William  H.,  Charles  P.  and  Ella  A.  Our  subject 
was  reared   in  Oskaloosa;  he   helped  his  lather  in 

the  factory  and  after  the  decease  of  the  latter  went 

to  JToungstown,  Ohio.  Alter  being  variously  en- 
gaged there  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  marble 
business  under  .1.  Eberhart,  spending  four  months 
with  him,  and  during  that  time  he  became  a  prac- 
tical marble  cutter  and  carver. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  Mr.  Laughridge 
enlisted  August  ('..  L 862,  when  just  past  eighteen 
years  of  age  in  Company  FT,  One  Hundred  and 
Second  *  >  1 1 i <  >  Infantry.  He  was  mustered  in  at 
1  amp  Mansfield  a<  Corporal  and  was  soon  pro- 
moted tobcFirst  Sergeant.  Ho  was  in  the  engage- 
ment to  Covington,  Ky..  Decatur,  Ala.,  and  in  the 
retreat  to  Washington.  lie  was  detailed  to 
Thomas'  headquarters  for  drafting  under  Capt. 
A.  I).  Woodman,  later  under  Capt.  Ruby  of  Wis- 
consin,and  held  that  post  during  the  remainder  of 
the  war.  lie  was  mustered  out  in  Ohio,  in  June, 
1865,  then  went  to  Woos.ter,  thence  to  Louisville, 
Ky.,  where    he   took   charge  of  the  marble  works. 

Later  heOCCUpied  the  same  position  at  .leflerson villi?. 

Ind.,  for  several  months;  hethen  went  to  Indianapo- 
lis, from  there   to    Anders. .n   where  he  was  foreman 

for  one  year  and  t  hen  went  to  Newark,  ( >hio,  where 
he  was  foreman  of  marble  works  for  five  years,  lie 
was  educating  his  sister  in  music  and  had  charge 
of  his  mother,  whose  health  was  frail,  and  because 
of  this  he  made  the  change  to  Michigan. 

In    1*71   0U1   subject   loeated  at   Ypsilanti  and  he- 
foreman    for    Batchelder   Bros.      In    1*7  1  he 
went   to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and   remained  one  winter. 

hoping  that   his  wile's   health  would   thereby  lie 


benefited.  In  1*77  he  returned  to  Ypsilanti  and 
engaged  in  business  with  Mr.  Vorhees.  April  I. 
1*7*.  he  bought  an  interest  with  the  firm  of  II. 
Batchelder  &  Co.  He  himself  superintend-  the 
business  and  turns  out  as  line  a  line  of  monumen- 
tal work  as  can  he  found  in  the  State.  He  makes 
a  specialty  of  large  monuments  and  has  the  finest 
book  of  designs  in  Michigan,  his  orders  not  infre- 
quently running  up  to  $3,000  a  piece,  lie  imports 
granite  from  Scotland  and  also  other  rich  colored 
marbles.  It  was  he  who  originated  tin-  idea  of 
manufacturing  monuments  from  boulder  rock  and 

he  is  thus  far  the  only  one  that  can  handle  them. 
The  company  have  in  their  employ  from  ten  to 
fifteen  men  and  throe  or  four  men  on  the  road. 

Mr.  Laughridge  was  married  in  Newark,  Ohio, 
in  1*71.  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Bliss,  a  native  of  Gran- 
ville, Ohio.  Socially,  he  is  a  Mason  and  belongs 
to  the  Royal  Arch  Masons.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  1  "nited  Workmen,  and  be- 
longs to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  is 
a  Republican  in  politics  and  has  all  faith  and  con- 
fidence in  the  future  of  his  party. 
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SRAELD  PACKARD.  It  is  a  source  of  inspi- 
ration to  brave  doing  and  endurance,  to  learn 
the  history  of  those  who  have  thl'OUgh  hard- 
ships and  notwithstanding  physical  disability  won 
a  place  for  themselves  in  this  Western  world,  and 
we  delighl  in  telling  the  story  of  Mr.  Packard,  a 
farmer  of  Salem  Township,  whose  life  illustrates 
these  points,  lie  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  N. 
V..  in  November,  1825,  and  at  the  age  of  sis  years 
came  with  his  parents  to  Washtenaw  (  ounty.  where 
he  has  Since  lived.  lie  was  the  second  in  age  of  a 
family  of  five  children  and  was  the  only  son,  his 
sisters  being  Rosamond,  Amity.  Martha  ami  an  in- 
fant. (  lniissii  ( '..  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  \  ear-. 
Rosamond,  who  resides  at  South  Lyons,  is  the  wife 
.•I    Vnthony  Farley.  Amity  married  John  Renwick 

of  Salem  Township  and  the  other  sister  died   while 

\  ounsr. 
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Alexis  and  Prudence  (Delano)  Packard,  the  par- 
ents <>1'  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Macedon, 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  both  Mist  saw 
the  light  in  1801.  Their  migration  to  the  West 
was  in  their  early  married  life  and  they  brought 
up  their  children  and  spent  their  remaining  days 
in  this  county  and  are  stii!  remembered  for  their 
true  and  faithful  Christian  lives.  John  F.Packard, 
our  subject 's  paternal  grandfather, was  born  in  Mass- 
achusetts and  his  wife  wasalsoa  native  of  the  same 
State.  They  had  a  family  of  five  sons,  namely: 
Ford.  Alexis.  Orson,  Russell  and  Nathaniel.  By  a 
second  wife  the  grandfather  had  five  additional 
children:  Cassius,  Nancy  .1..  Sarah,  Adeline  and 
Fmeline. 

Our  subject  grew  up  on  the  farm  and  on  accounl 
of  his  being  a  cripple  he  could  not  get  the  usual 
advantages  that  most  of  the  boys  of  his  time  had 
as  he  could  not  always  manage  to  reach  the  school? 
house  regularly.  At  the  aye  of  twenty-one  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  trading  and  now  owns  a 
handsome  farm.  His  experiences  in  boyhood  are 
an  illustration  of  the  cheerful  hardihood  with  which 
the  pioneers  undertook  hard  tasks  for  small  pay. 
and  wrested  by  main  force  a  subsistence  from  the 
forests.  For  several  years  they  found  it  almost 
impossible  to  gaiu  enough  to  sustain  life  but  by 
perseverance  finally  became  independent,  although 
everything  which  they  purchased  had  to  be  of  the 
eheapesl  quality.  At  one  time  this  boy  engaged  in 
helping  make  maple  sugar,  his  work  being  to  kei  p 
the  tires  gOliig  Under  three  kettles  and  he  worked 
at  this  for  ten  days  at  three  cent-  a  day  and  took 
his  pay  in  maple  sugar  at  ten  cents  a  pound. 

In  those  days  wild  game  abounded,  chiefly  tur- 
keys, quails  and  squirrels,  and  this  brave  lame  hoy 
helped  largely  in  the  support  of  the  family  by  fur- 
nishing their  larder  with  game,  lie  used  to  de- 
light in  tying  his  lame  leg  up  so  that  it  would  lie 
out  of  the  way  and  then  to  take  his  crutches  and 
his  gun  and  start  on  a  quesl  for  game.  At  the  age 
of  thirty  the  young  man  married  Rebecca  Clan- 
cherty  and  twochildren  blessed  this  union,  namely  : 
Libby,  who  is  the  wife  of  David  Waters,  and  De- 
Witt,  who  married  Alpha  Bailey,  and  resides  in 
Plymouth. 

The    reputation     which    Mr.     Packard    has    held 


through  life  is  that  of  a  strictly  honorable  man 
ami  one  whose  influence  is  always  thrown  in  the 
direction  of  morality.  lie  is  a  Strong  advocate  of 
the  temperance  cause  and  one  who  has  the  de- 
served respect  of  all  who  know  him. 
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61       MLLIAM  C.  MURRAY.     Among  the  well- 
\       /     known  and  influential  citizens  of  Superior 

»V  Township  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  these  paragraphs  and  who  isa  successful 
fanner,  using  the  hot  methods  of  fertilizing  the 
soil  and  improving  the  land.  He  was  horn  in  1824, 
in  Orange  County.  X.  Y..  and  was  next  to  the 
youngest  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  seven  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity.  Their  record  is  as  fol- 
lows: Elijah  1!.  married  Eliza  Pray  and  died  in 
November,  1849;  .lames  M.,  whose  wife  was  Eunice 
Kelly,  passed  from  earth  in  October.  1*72;  Mary  .1. 
became  the  wife  of  Robert  T.  Wheelock;  Charles 
T.  married  Maria  Peebles  in  1853;  Ambrose  W. 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Hannah  .1.  McCormick 
in  1845  and  died  in  July,  1887;  Abigail  F.  married 
Charles  Robinson  and  is  a  resident  of  ( Srand  Rapids; 
one  child  died  in  infancy. 

The  parents  of  these  children  were  Charles  and 
Abigail  (  Reeves)  Murra v.  natives  of  <  >range  County, 
X.  V..  the  former  horn  in  1782  and  the  latter  in 
lT'.t.'!.  Charles  Murray  was  reared  in  his  native 
county  and  State  where  he  met  the  lady  who  after- 
ward became  his  wife.  Their  marriage  "as  cele- 
brated in  1810,  in  Orange  County,  X.  V..  and  in 
1830  he  bl'OUghl  his  wife  and  children  to  Wash- 
tenaw   County,  this    State.      lie    settled    on    section 

10,  taking  up  eighty  acres  of  land  from  the  Govern- 
ment for  which  he  paid  $1.25  an  acre.  The  old 
house  built  by  him  on  coming  to  the  place  still 
stands,  and  it  was  probably  the  only  frame  house 
in  the  township  at  the  time  of  its  erection.  Mr. 
Murray  died  in  1833, leaving  his  family  the  mem- 
ory of  his  upright  life  and  honored  name.  The\ 
remained  on  the  home  farm,  developing  its  re- 
sources ami  assisting  their  mother  until  reaching 
mature  years. 
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Our  subject  engaged  in  work  at  the  carpenter's 
trade,  taking  it  up  at  fourteen  years  of  aire  and 
continuing  to  follow  it  until  reaching  his  fortieth 
year.     At  thai  age  he  purchased  the  old  homestead 

and  since  then  lias  added  to  it  until  he  now  owns 
a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  splendid 
land.  In  1K(!;">  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mi»  Mary  Wheelock,  a  daughter  of  Royal  and 
Mary  A.  (  l'incknev)  Wheelock,  and  unto  them  was 
born  a  daughter  who  was  given  the  name  of  Mabel. 
Mrs.  Mary  Wheelock  died  January  2:5.  1890, and  was 
much  lamented  by  her  husband  and  many  friends. 
Mr.  Murray  lias  lived  an  active  and  useful  life  in 
the  township  anil  has  held  every  local  office  in  the 
gifl  of  the  people,  excepting  those  of  Constable 
and  .lust ice  of  the  Peace. 

Politically  Mr.  Murray  has  at  all  times  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party  which  he  credits  with 
political  wisdom  and  balance  of  judgment.  In 
1857  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Superior  and 
for  the  convenience  of  the  people  the  first  office 
was  located  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Wheelock. 
Our  subject  has  been  successful  in  his  agricultural 
work  and  has  accumulated  a  fine  property. 
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NDREW  ALLISON.  Our  subject  enjoys 
$'<JL  the  distinction  of  being  editor  of  the  first 
fi  paper  that  was  established  at  Chelsea  and 
which  is  now  in  its  twenty-first  volume, 
having  been  first  brought  before  the  public  in 
1871.  The  journal  is  known  as  the  Chelsea  Herald 
and  is  a  bright  and  Spicy  sheet,  voicing  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  in  regard  to  local  matters  and 
also  in  the  reviews  of  national  affairs.  Mr.  Allison 
ciiine  here  from  Grass  Lake.  Jackson  County. 
where  he  was  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Reporter 
which  he  conducted  for  four  years.  I  le  then  moved 
his  office  and  material  to  Chelsea, giving  the  paper 
the  name  of  the  Chelsea  Herald.  Since  coming 
here  his  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  success  in 
a  business  way.  He  ha-  a  circulation  of  about  one 
thousand  per  week  and  it  i-  a  medium  for  a  large 
amount  of    advertising.      'The    paper    appears    each 


Thursday  and  is  waited  for  expectantly  by  repre- 
sentative families  throughoul  the  country,  where 
it  has  a  large  circulation. 

In  1882  the  original  of  our  sketch  sold  out  his 
paper  but  in  L887  he  bought  it  back,  feeling  satis- 
lied  that  there  was  as  great  scope  for  good  journ- 
alistic work  to  be  done  here  as  elsewhere.  Our 
subject  is  a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  where  lie 
was  bom  November  10.  1828.  He  is  a  son  of 
Andrew  and  Jane  (Nielson)  Allison,  who  were 
natives  of  the  same  place  in  which  their  son  was 
born.  The  former  was  a  soap  and  candle-maker 
and  in  18:51  the  conditions  of  life  promising  so 
much  better  in  America  than  Scotland,  the  elder 
Mr.  Allison  removed  to  this  country  and  settled 
in  the  old  Bay  State.  He  left  his  family  in  the 
Land  of  the  Thistle  and  bagpipe  and  for  six  years 
worked  alone  without  the  help  and  consoling  in- 
fluence of  the  domestic  relations.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  returned  to  his  native  land  and 
brought  his  wife  and  two  children  to  America, 
locating  with  them  at  Pontiac.  Oakland  County. 
There  he  commenced  to  work  at  the  soap  and 
candle  business,  and  was  thus  engaged  for  four 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  moving  to 
Toronto,  Canada,  where  he  followed  his  business 
until  his  decease. 

The  decease  of  the  father  of  our  subject  took 
place  when  he  was  seventy  years  of  age;  his  mother 
passed  to  her  eternal  rest  at  the  age  of  sixty-live. 
Two  children  were  Left  as  the  heirs  and  offspring 
of  this  worthy  and  devoted  couple,  they  being 
our  subject  and  a  sister  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Spottis- 
wood,  formerly  of  Toronto,  but  now  a  resident  of 
Australia.  He  of  whom  we  write  has  been  engaged 
in  the  editorial  work  in  Oakland  County,  this 
state,  and  in  Canada.  At  the  a<_re  of  fifteen  he 
wa<  bound  as  apprentice  at  the  printer's  trade  for 
three  years,  after  which  he  worked  as  a  journey- 
man something  over  one  year,  then  came  to  Buffa- 
lo. N.  V..  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  two  years, 
when  he  removed  to  Rochester  and  staid  one 
year.     He  returned  to  Canada  in  1849. 

In  1850   in    the    month    of    April    Mr.    Allison 

united  his  life  with  that  of    Forrester    Bent  ley,   for 

better  or  worse.      The  lady  was  a  native  of   Edin- 

bui'g,  Scotland.    The  following  fall  the  yOUng  peo- 
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pie  came  to  Detroit,  this  State,  where  our  subject 
worked  at  his  trade  until  1867  and  then  went  to 
Grass  Lake,  Jackson  County,  where  he  established 
the  Grass  Lake  Reporter  and  thence  came  here. 
Mr.  Allison  is  the  owner  of  a  beautiful  home  in 
Chelsea  and  owns  considerable  village  property. 
He  is  a  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow  and  belongs  to 
the  Republican  party.  Personally  our  subject  is 
affable  and  kindly  disposed  to  anyone  who  is 
worthy  of  his  friendship  or  acquaintance. 


^  •••  ,-su~ 


-N- 


lf^  ARLOW  D.  WELLS.  The  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Wells  &  Fisk,  grocers,  whose 
establishment  is  located  on  West  Congress 
Street,  Ypsilanti,  is  one  of  the  best-known 
men  in  his  business  line  in  the  city.  lie  has  been 
on  this  street  for  fifteen  years,  and  in  business  for 
himself  for  eight  years.  Mr.  >Vells  was  born  in 
Johnstown  Township,  Wayne  County.  Mich.,  Jan- 
uary 15,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Chandler  and  Eliza 
Wells,  the  former  a  farmer  by  calling  and  both 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

When  our  subject  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age 
his  father  died  and  his  mother  with  her  two  chil- 
dren, Harlow  and  Ida  (now  Mis.  R.  A.  Garrison), 
moved  to  Ypsilanti.  Here  the  young  man  finished 
his  education  in  the  seminary  and  after  that  entered 
the  employ  of  AVceks  &  Lawrence.  At  first  he 
gave  only  Saturdays  to  the  work,  and  then  all  the 
summer  until  after  he  had  finished  his  seminary 
course  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  he  entered 
the  store  permanently.  His  whole  business  career 
has  been  in  the  same  store  he  now  occupies. 

Mr.  Wells  remained  with  the  firm  of  Weeks  <fc 
Lawrence,  which  passed  through  various  changes 
in  partnership,  until  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
brooms  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  D.  Wells  &  Co. 
He  did  not  long  continue  this,  however,  but  sold 
out  and  went  into  the  grocery  business  in  partner- 
ship with  H.  C.  Fisk,  under  the  firm  name  quoted 
above.  This  partnership  was  formed  in  lKN.'i,  and 
has  continued  unbroken  ever  since.     They  have  a 


fine  large  store  which  has  a  frontage  of  twenty  feet 
and  a  depth  of  eighty  feet.  It  is  well  stocked  with 
the  choicest  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  and  here 
the  daintiest  and  most  toothsome  table  delicacies 
may  be  found.  The  firm  is  doing  a  fine  trade  and 
keep  employed  three  clerks  aside  from  their  own 
work. 

Mr.  Wells  has  served  as  delegate  to  the  county 
Republican  convention,  and  in  1890  he  was  elected 
Alderman  of  the  Third  Ward.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  order,  socially,  and  has  reached  the 
First  Degree  in  the  Knights  Templar  order.  He  is 
now  Chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
of  the  City  Council  and  in  his  first  year  was  also 
Chairman  of  many  important  committees.  Mrs. 
Wells,  our  subject's  mother,  resides  in  this  city  and 
it  is  she  who  is  the  home-maker  for  her  son. 

Mrs.  Eliza  Wells  was  the  daughter  of  Reuben 
Davis  of  Hudson,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born  Novem- 
ber 15,  1832,  Reubin  Davis  was  born  in  Killing- 
worth,  Conn.,  in  1800,  and  died  in  1844.  The 
family  is  of  Welsh  descent.  Reuben  Davis  grew 
to  maturity  in  his  native  place  and  when  a  young 
man  removed  to  Hudson,  Ohio,  where  he  was  pro- 
prietor of  a  large  boot  and  shoe  store  and  also  had 
a  separate  department  for  the  manufacture  of  cus- 
tom work,  having  the  first  large  exclusive  boot  and 
shoe  house  in  that  place. 

Mrs.  Wells'  mother  was  in  her  maiden  days  Eliza 
Kilboume,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Almira  Kil- 
bourne,  who  were  from  Goshen,  Conn.,  whence 
they  went  to  Hudson  with  the  first  family  (Hudson) 
who  settled  in  that  locality,  and  took  up  a  tract  of 
land  three-quarters  of  a  mile  south  of  the  village 
of  Hudson.  The  farm  is  still  in  the  family.  Mrs. 
Wells'  grandfather  lived  tin  re  until  ninety- 
si  \  years  and  ten  months  old.  His  children  were: 
(ceil,  George,  Sophia  (Mrs.  Herman  Oviatt),  Tim- 
othy, Eliza  and  Justin.  Eliza  was  born  in  IKOK. 
and  married  Reuben  Davis  in  1824.  To  them  were 
born  two  children — Eliza  A.  (Mrs.  Wells),  and 
George,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Davis  wasa  Whig, 
as  was  all  his  family.  Mrs.  Wells"  mother  survived 
some  time  after  Mr.  Davis'  death  and  in  1850  mar- 
ried Dr.  Taylor  of  Springfield,  111.,  who  died  the 
next  year,  his  wife  following  him  in  1K52.  Mrs. 
Wells,  or  Miss   Eliza  Davis   as  she   then    was.  was 
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lefl  in  charge  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  she  was  a 
teacher  a1  the  time  in  Springfield,  having  been 
thoroughly  equipped  for  the  work  at  the  Hudson 
Seminary.  She  taught  Mr.  Lincoln's  children  and 
was  married  from  bis  house  to  Harlow  Davis,  Feb- 
ruary 6, 1853.  He  was  a  native  of  J  lartford,  Conn.. 
and  was  born  August  16,  1828.  He  was  educated 
in  his  native  place  and  when  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  aboul  1850,  went  in  Springfield,  111.,  and 
opened  a  store  in  partnership  with  Charles  Eldred, 
their  place  of  business  being  opposite  the  old  State 

House. 

Mr.  Davis  died  the  26th  of  the  July  following 
his  marriage.  Our,subjed  was  the  posthumous  child 
of  this  marriage,  and  after  his  mother's  sen  .mi  mar- 
riage with  .Mr.  Wells,  took  that  name.  Mrs.  Davis 
married  the  Rev.  Chandler  Wells  at  Flat  Rock,  this 
state;  he  was  a  native  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
born  in  1812.  When  he  was  six  years  of  age  his 
parents  took  up  Government  land  at  Gibraltar, 
Mich.,  and  there  Chandlerspent  his  boyhood  days. 

thence  removing  to  Flat  Rock.  There  they  eon- 
tinned  to  live  until  Mr.  Wells'  death,  when  his 
widow  came  to  Ypsilanti  to  educate  her  children. 
Our  Subject  anil  his  mother  have  a  beautiful  home 
on  Cross,  near  Adams   Street. 


i  4*4*4*4*! — 

*•-  *»*  -»*  *** — 


ENIiY    M.    PHELPS.     This  gentleman   is 
prominently  connected  with  a  number  of 

the  leading  families  of  Washtenaw  County. 
J*}}  and  his  father.  Norman  A.  Phelps,  has  two 
brothers,  Amos  and  Benjamin,  living  near  Dexter. 
Our  subject  was  horn  January  20,  1845,  on  the 
farm  two  miles  south  of  Dexter,  which  his  father 
took  from  the  Government  in  l*.">.">.  ami  which  a 
brother,  Alfred  E.,  now  owns,  although  he  lives  in 
the  town,     lie  received  his  schooling  in  Dexter. as 

hi-  father  lived  there  from  the  time  the  hoy  was 
fourteen  years  old  until  he  reached  his  twenty-first 
veal,  and    then   he    went    upon     the    farm    with    his 

brother  Alfred  for  two  )  ears. 

The  date  of  .,ur  subject's  marriage  was    Decem- 
ber 15,  I  >s7o.  and  his  bride  was  Miss  Frances  Waite, 


daughter  oi  «  .  C.  and  inn  (Palmer)  Waite.  He 
then  settled  on  the  old  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  and  operated  it  for  five  years,  after 
which  he  disposed  of  it  to  his  brother  Thomas.  The 

wife  of  our  subject  was  horn  in  Scio  Township, 
duly  20,  is  17. 

The  Pheips  famih  came  to  Dexter  when  our  sub- 
ject was  fourteen  year-  old.  and  he  attended  the 
school  here  until  he  attained  his  majority,  when 
not    in    -el I    being    on    the    farm.       When     about 

twenty-two  years  old  he  located  upon  the  old  farm 
where  a  brother,  Alfred  E.  had  been   residing,  and 

at  the  end  of  two  years  he  and  Alfred    I -lit    tic 

old  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fort  \  acres,  and  re- 
sided on  it  for  five  Or  Six  3  cars,  at  the  end  of  which 
time   Allied   purchased  his  intercM  and  he  re VCd 

to  Dexter,  where  he  began  handling  horses,  buying 
and  selling  and  paying  special  attention  to  keep- 
ing Percheron  stallions.  He  has  one  line  animal, 
"Don  Percheron,"  a  Clyde-dale  called  "England's 
Glory,"  and  a  Hambletonian,  '■Regalia."  This  last 
named  has  a  record  of  trottinga  mile  in  2:38  with- 
out training,  and  his  reputationas  a  -ire  isgaining 
ground  as  his  progeny-are  recognized  as  of  an  ex- 
cellent strain,  and  bring  first-class  prices. 

Our  subject  has  for  ten  years  managed  a  good 
liven  ,  feed  and  sale  stable  in  Dexter  under  the  firm 
name  of  Phelps  &  Ball,  his  partner  being  Harris 
Ball,  the  present  Postmaster.  He  buys  and  sells  first- 
class  horses,  and  keeps  eight  outfits,  all  of  them 
excellent  teams  and  conveyances.  He  always  ex- 
hibits his  stock  at  fairs,  and  has  taken  many  of  the 
first  premiums,  especially  on  stallions;  hi-  "Rega- 
lia" taking  a  s|iiil  prize  for  fastest  time  at  the 
county  fair.  Mr.  Phelps  is  President  of  the  village 
and  Township  Treasurer,  and  in  his  political  views 
he  i-  in  sympathy  with  the  Republican  party.  The 
children  of  this  family  are:  dune,  who  is  now  a 
young  lady  of  nineteen  years,  and  a  music  teacher; 
and  Jessie,  "ho  i-  in  her  fifteenth  year.  They  are 
both  studying  in  the  High  School,     a    daughter, 

Anna,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years,  passing  to  her 
heavenly  home  Fcl>ruar\  20,  1**7.  The  beautiful 
little  home  of  this  family  near  the  center  of  the 
village  is  located  upon  the  old  C.  C  Waite  1 le- 

stcad.  and  is  one  of  the  mo-t  delightful  abodes  in 
the  cil\ . 
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Mrs.  Phelps  is  a  daughter  of  Christopher  Colum- 
bus and  Ann  (Palmer)  Waite.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Cayuga  County.  N.  V..  June  16,  1*17.  and 
removed  to, Michigan  in  1839,  settling  in  the  town- 
Ship  of  Scio  thi>  county,  where  lie  had  a  farm  of 
forty-seven  acres.  His  father,  who  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade,  died  when  this  boy  was  four  years  old.  1 1  is 
marriage,  February  20,  1845,  united  him  with  a 
prominent  family,  as  his  wife  was  a  daughter  of 
Tim  M.  and  Hannah  Palmer.  Mrs.  Waite  passed 
from  earth  May  20,  1879,  and  Mr.  Waite  then  made 
his  Inmie  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Phelps,  until  his 
death  in  1888.  There  were  two  children  in  the 
Waite  family.  Mrs.  Phelps  and  her  brother  ( >rr,  who 
is  a  jeweler  of  St.  Ignaee,  Mich.  Mr.  David  Waite 
the  hardware  merchant  of  Dexter,  was  reared  in 
this  family  for  some  time  after  his  mother's  death. 
and  is  always  considered  as  one  of  the  home  circle. 


■■=!< 


"S 


£+£ 


[=_ 


jp^YLVESTEB  NEWKIRK.  He  of  whom  we 
*>^  write  was  born  in. Genesee  County.  X.  Y.. 
February  28,  1820,  and  his  father.  John 
Xewkirk  had  his  nativity  in  Utica,  X.  Y.< 
wheie  he  was  bereaved  of  his  parents  when  quite 
young.  Our  subject's  mother  Betsey  Archer  was 
also  of  Genesee  County.  The  father  was  a  black- 
smith and  in  1X37  he  came  West  with  his  family 
of  eight  children  and  set  up  a  shop  in  Dexter,  but 
after  one  year  removed  to  Ingham  County,  where 
Stockbridge  was  just  being  started.  There  he  built 
a  shop  and  lived  for  many  years.  The  first  sum- 
mer of  his  residence  in  Ingham  County,  he  set  up 
a  shop  under  an  oak  tree  and  his  son  Sylvester  re- 
members assisting  him  therein  hi-  labors.  During 
the  last  years  of  his  life  he  lived  near  Williamston. 
He  died  in  1882  having  reached  the  ageof  eighty- 
four  and  his  good  wife  had  passed  on  m  1863. 
Eleven  children  had  filled  this  pioneer  home    all 

of  whom  grew  to  manhood    and   womanh 1   and 

nine  are  now  living, although  Sylvester  is  the  only 
one  in  Washtenaw  County.  Four  of  the  sisters 
and  four  of  the  brothers  reside  in  Ingham  County. 
When  the  family  removed  to  that  county  Sylves- 


ter remained  in  Dexter,  and  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade  with  Calvin  T.  Fillmore,  a  brother  of  Millard 
Fillmore.  After  spending  three  years  in  his  ap- 
prenticeship he  passed  a  part  of  the  succeeding 
summer  with  his  father  and  then  worked  for  him 
as  a  journeyman  for  three  years,  after  which  he  en- 
tered upon  general  contracting  and  building  with 
lii.iilipiart.ers  at  Dexter,  beginning  this  work  about 
1844.  He  thus  continued  for  about  fifteen  years 
when  he  removed  to  a  farm  one  mile  south  of  Dex- 
ter and  lived  there  until  he  came  again  to  the  vil- 
lage in  the  spring  of  1891,  at  which  time  he  pur- 
chased the  property  where  he  now  lives,  which  is 
one  of  the  most  desirable  residences  in  the  town. 
Our  subject  is  warmly  interested  in  political  mat- 
ters and  was  formerly  a  Whig,  hut  is  now  a 
Republican  and  has  never  missed  an  election  since 
1844.  He  is  always  in  the  best  of  health  and  a 
man  who  is  active  in  all  work  which  he  undertakes. 

The  happy  domestic  life  of  our  subject  began 
March  2.  1845,  by  his  marriage  in  Dexter  with 
Viola  J.  Johnson,  daughter  of  Henry  s.  and  Olive 
(Fillmore)  Johnson.  This  lady's  mother  was  a 
sister  of  Millard  Fillmore  the  President  and 
was  next  older  than  he  in  the  family.  Her  family 
removed  to  Dexter  about  IS  12  having  come  from 
Lower  Sandusky,  Ohio,  which  had  been  their  home 
for  eleven  years.  The  father  was  a  carpenter  and 
worked  at  that  trade  here  in  connection  with  Calvin 
T.  Fillmore.  The  parents  both  died  in  Dexter.  Mr. 
Johnson  passing  away  in  July,  is  17  at  the  age  of 
fifty-three  and  the  mother  surviving  until  April. 
1882  when  she  was  eighty-six  years  old.  Four 
children  grew  to  mature  years  namely:  David  I!.. 
Nathaniel  F..  Viola  J.  and  Henry  s„  and  of  this 
number  Mis.  Xewkirk  is  the  only  one  living.  Of 
her  uncle's  family.  Ariel  Fillmore  of  Ann  Arlior  i- 
the  only  survivor. 

Mrs.  Xewkirk  has  a  distinct  recollection  of  her 
Uncle  Millard  as  he  frequently  visited  her  and  she 
was  thus  thoroughly  acquainted  with  him.  These 
recollections  are  eminently  delightful  and  her  re- 
membrances of  her  visit  to  his  home  in  Buffalo  are 
most  pleasant.  His  brother,  Calvin  T.  died  in  Ann 
Arbor. 

The  oldesl  -on  of  our  subject,  <>sm<  nd  J.  New- 
kirk,  enlisted  in  Company   D.  Twentieth  Michigan 
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Infantry  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  (  or- 
poral  in  1863.  He  died  April  7,  the  same  year  at 
the  general  hospital  al  Louisville,  Ky..  being  then 
in  his  eighteenth  year,  and  lies  in  the  cemeter)  at 
Dexter.  When  news  came  of  his  dangerous  illness 
his  mother  went  to  him  but  did  not  reach  his  bed- 
side until  he  had  departed  and  had  been  placed  in 
the  grave,  but  she  brought  home  his  remains.  The 
second  son  Henry  Wirt  is  an  attorney  at  Luther, 
Lake  County,  of  which  county  he  is  the  prosecu- 
ting attorney.  He  graduated  at  the  University  of 
Michigan  in  the  law  (lass  of  1879  and  practiced  for 
two  years  at  Dexter,  and  is  now  upon  his  second 
term  as  prosecuting  attorney.  His  wife  Nellie 
Birkett  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Birkettof  Dexter 
Township.  ( )ne  daughter  died  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen months  and  the  one  who  remains  is  Emma 
Olive,  wife  of  Daniel  McLaren,  of  Lima  Township. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  feel  that  they  have  had 
their  share  of  the  activities  of  life  and  are  now 
living  in  retirement.  Mrs.  Newkirk  has  many 
valuable  souvenirs  of  her  uncle  Fillmore,  one  of 
them  being  the  first  oil  portrait  ever  painted  of 
the  President  and  his  wife,  another  being  a  massive 
carved  oak  arm  chaircovered  with  embroidery  and 
sampler  work  done  by  Mrs.  Fillmore  and  used  by 
her  in  the  White  House.  She  has  also  six  volumes 
of  Schoolcraft's  "American  Indian"  which  was  pre- 
sented to  President  Fillmore  by  J.  W.  Denver,  the 
Indian  Commissioner.   This  work  is  valued  at  $350 

and  is  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  I k-making 

and  illustration  extant.  These  articles  are  in- 
valuable to  the  family  and  indeed  to  all  who  prize 
memorials  of   the  past. 


/ 


RS.  SUSAN  C.  CHANDLER,  who  is  one  of 

the  most  active  and  intelligent  women  of 

Pittstield  Township,  was  bom   in  'Batavia, 

N.  Y.,  October  7,   1831,   being  a   daughter 

of  John  ami  Nancj    (Solaway)    Cox.   of  Vermont. 

Her  father  was  the  overseer  of  the    Public  Works 

in    his    town    and  removed  to  Oberlin.  Ohio,  when 


the  country  was  very  new.  and  when  this  daugh- 
ter was  only  four  or  five  years  old. 
she  of  whom  we  write  was  educated  ai    Oberlin, 

and  when  within  six  months  of  her  graduation  she 
cut  short  her  course  to  take  the  position  of  Princi- 
pal of  t he  1 1  igh    School  Of    that    city    to    which    she 

had  been  elected,  she  held  this  position  with  honor 
t"  herself  and  profit  to  the  school  for  the  succeed- 
ing ten  years.  Her  mother  still  resides  in  that  city 
but  her  father  died  in  March,   1*7.">. 

The  marriage  of  Susan  ( !ox  and  Philander  Chand- 
ler, took  place  December  15,  1  «.">*.  in  Medina 
County.  Ohio.  He  was  a  son  of  Silas  Chandler,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  a  graduate  of  the 
Commercial  College  at  Oberlin.  He  removed  to 
Sharon.  Medina  County,  where  he  was  overseeing 

large  farming  interest-,  as  he  had  made  consider- 
able money  in  California,  whither  he  went  during 
the  gold  excitement.  He  remained  iii  Medina 
County  for  about  seventeen  years,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1N7H  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Ann  Ar- 
bor. 

Four  children  were  the  result  of  this  union.  Lil- 
lian, who  wasborn  in  October.  1861;  Carrie,  in  De- 
cember. 1863;  Anna,  October  10,  L£65;  Todd  I).. 
January  1.  1867.  This  son  is  now  al  home  and 
conducts  the  farm:  and  Anna  is  married  to  Will- 
iam Smith,  a  machinist  at  Vp-ilanti.  When  Mr. 
Chandler  first  came  to  Michigan,  he  engaged  in 
hotel  keeping,  and  managed  the  (handler  House 
at  Ann  Arborfor  a  year.  He  then  exchanged  this 
building  for  the  Booth  farm  of  Pittstield  Town- 
ship, and  removed  hither  taking  up  farming. 
Shortly  after  he  sold  that  property  to  William 
Campbell,  and  then  removed  to  Yp.-ilanti.  where 
he  resided  for  about  three  years. 

Mrs.  Chandler  now  owns  a  place  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-eight  acres  of  tine  farming  land  which 
she  and  her  son  manage,  and  she  is  a  thorough 
and  active  business  woman,  she  i>  a  strong  ad- 
herent of  the  People's  paily  in  politics,  and  in  rc- 
ligi<  n  is  a  Unitarian,  and  all  her  family  are  follow- 
ing in  her  footsteps  in  these  particulars.  Many 
among  her  old  pupils  at  Oberlin  became  characters 
of  note,  especially  in  the  anti-Slavery  line;  one  of 
them.  Anthony' Burns,  was  a  victim  of  the  mob  at 
Boston  in  war  times,  and  another  was  hung  with 
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John  Brown  at  Harper's  Ferry.  To  all  of  her  chil- 
dren she  has  given  a  thorough  and  comprehensive 
education,  and  has  trained  them  to  be  intelligent 
and  independent  in  thought  and  action.  She  lost 
her  husband  by  death,  March  1,  1888,  but  has  since 
continued  her  residence  upon  the  farm  with  her 
family. 


i!^ilS£'£H^;ig;^5)j%5-^  -  -^ 


ON.  GEORGE  RENWICK.  Among  the 
citizens  of  Salem  Township,  of  British  birth, 
who   having  come  to    America    did    good 

j§i)  service  in  this  State  during  pioneer  days. 
we  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  present  the  name 
we  have  just  given,  that  of  a  gentleman  now 
departed  from  this  life  whose  biography  will  be  of 
interest  to  all  our  readers.  He  was  born  in  Northum- 
berland Parish,  England  in  17K9,  and  received  a 
good  education  before  coming  to  America  which 
event  took  place  before  he  reached  his  majority. 
His  father,  .lames  Ren  wick,  accompanied  him  to 
the  United  States. 

The  first  home  of  our  subject  in  this  country 
was  in  Seneca  Comity,  N.  Y„  where  upon  the  loth 
of  May,  1815,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Phoebe  Walker.  They  continued  to  reside  in  that 
place  until  1828  when  they  came  to  Washtenaw 
County,  and  settled  in  what  was  then  Panama 
Township,  now  known  as  Salem.  Mr.  Renwick 
was  elected  a  Territorial  Representative  and  aided 
in  the  formation  of  the  Territorial  constitution. 
He  remained  a  member  of  the  Legislative  body  for 
some  five  or  six  years  and  also  aided  in  forming 
the  State  constitution,  being  a  representative  at 
the  time  of  the  admission  of  the  State  to  the 
Federal  Union  and  continued  in  this  office  until 
after  the  capital  was  removed  from  Detroit  to 
Lansing. 

After  he  left  the  Legislature  the  Hon.  George 
Renwick  became  Supervisor  of  Salem  Township  and 
in  all  these  relations  he  ever  maintained  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  Until 
the    tjme  of  the   organization   of  the   Republican 


party  he  was  an  old-line  Whig  and  was  at  all  times 
active  in  political  and  public  movements.  When 
he  came  to  the  county  he  bought  of  the  Govern- 
ment two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  which 
under  his  supervision  was  developed  into  one  of 
the  tincst  farms  of  the  county.  He  came  to  this 
point  when  there  was  but  one  house  between  his 
home  and  Plymouth  and  with  him  he  then  brought 
his  wife  and  three  children. 

The  eldest  child  of  Mr.  Renwick  is  Mary  A.,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Wynkup,  a  former  pro- 
minent citizen  of  Salem  Township,  now  deceased. 
1  he  eldest  son,  John  W.  Renwick,  is  one  of  the 
best  business  men  in  Salem  Township,  and  is  gen- 
erally popular.  He  owns  a  large  farm  and  is 
successful  in  business.  He  was  married  in  1849  to 
Miss  Amity  B.,  a  daughter  of  Alexis  Packard  and 
unto  them  have  been  born  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  still  living,  namely:  Finest  who  resides 
near  Salem;  Alexis  1'..  George  I)..  Martha  D.  (Mrs. 
George  Rorabager),  Mary  (Mrs.  Melvin  Duncan), 
Jennie,  wife  of  Edwin  Chase,  and  John.  In  poli- 
tical matters  Mr.  Renwick  is  a  warm  and  stanch 
Republican.  He  is  prominent  in  agricultural  cir- 
cles, and  has  made  his  handsome  farm  of  three 
hundred  acres  highly  productive. 

George  Renwick,  who  is  a  bachelor  and  one  of 
(he  most  intelligent  men  in  Salem  Township,  owns 
over  three  hundred  acres  of  tine  land,  in  the  cul- 
ture of  which  he  has  been  fairly  successful.  He  is 
a  stanch  Democrat,  and  is  as  earnest  in  his  political 
views  as  is  his  brother,  John,  on  the  opposite  side. 
He  was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm  and  is  one  of 
the  men  who  served  the  injunction  on  the  Town- 
ship Board  to  restrain  it  from  furnishing  $15,000 
for  the  assistance  of  the  railroad.  This  matter 
was  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court  where  the  pro- 
posed action  of  the  Board  was  declared  unconstitu- 
tional and  Mi.  Renwick  came  off  victorious.  This 
was  probably  one  of  the  most  important  cases  ever 
settled  in  this  State  Ivy  the  Supreme  Court.  The 
origin  of  this  matter  was  that  the  people  of  the 
township  voted  $.25,000  in  taxes  to  help  the  How- 
ell. Lansing  &  Detroit  Railroad,  and  three  men 
were  appointed  by  the  opponents  of  the  tax  to 
fight  it,  namely :  George  Renwick.  Thomas  Shank- 
land,  and  Mr.  Palmer  but  the  whole  work  fell  upon 
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the  first  named  gentleman  who  was  efficient  in 
preventing  the  issuance  of  bonds  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  placed  upon  the  market,  and 
thus  the  people  of  the  township  were  relieved  from 
t tit-  results  of  their  somewhat  rash  vote. 


-* 5- 


^=§>-^~<^ 


:i>— 


ANIEL  PIERCE.  There  was  a  period  not 
so  very  long  ago  in  a  certain  class  of  En- 
/■} ,\S  glish  sociel  5 .  »  hen  agi  masqueraded  in  the 
foppery  of  youth.  It  was  tin-  life-work  of 
aged  beaux  to  conceal  the  ravages  that  time  was 
making  upon  the  physical  and  mental  makeup. 
To-day  it  is  the  reverse  and  gray  hairs  are  the  in- 
signia of  the  honor  paid  involuntarily  to  the  man 
or  woman  who  has  this  advantage  in  experience. 
One  who  1  i:i~  reached  almosl  patriarchal  years  and 
who  commands  the  respect  of  all  who  are  associ- 
ated with  him  by  virtue  of  Ids  natural  ability  as 
well  as  of  his  acquired  dignity  is  he  whose  name  is 
above.  He  is  now  a  resident  on  section  •>■>.  Ypsi- 
lanti  Township,  Washtenaw  County,  and  i-  one  of 
the  representative  pioneers  of  this  section  of  the 
country.  A  native  of  Ontario  County.  N.  V..  Mr. 
Pierce  was  born  November  \2.  1815.  lie  is  a  son 
Samuel  and  Triphena  Pierce,  the  former  a  native 
of  Massachusetts  and  the  latter  of  Vermont.  Our 
subject's  great-grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the 
[{evolutionary  War. 

When  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  the  original  of  our 
sketch  experienced  hi-  first  bereavemenl  in  the  loss 
of  his  mother.  Several  years  after,  with  his  fam- 
ily, he  removed  to  Livingston  County.  N.  Y..  and 
there  Ids  father  died.  Only  one  other  member  be- 
sides himself  survives,  a  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  Potter 
who     lives     in      Augusta      Township.     Washtenaw 

County.     In    his    boy] 1    our   subject    attended 

school  at   the  district  scl Is  of  hi-  home  and  was 

also  a  student  in  private  schools.  He  is  naturally 
a  great  reader  and  probably  his  knowledge  has 
been  more  enlarged  bj  independent  reading  than 
by  devotion  to  his  text  books 

October  I.  1834  the  original  of  our  sketch  was 
united    in   marriage   in  the  state  of  New  York  to 


Mi>-  Rebecca  Cutler,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State 
and  a  daughter  of  Vbel  and  Sarah  Cutler.  Their 
domestic  life  proved  to  be  very  happy  and  the  pair 

became    the    parents   of  six  children,  four  I  if  w  horn 

are  now  living.  Thej  are  Dallas  S.,  Ellen,  Elva 
and  Charles  I).  Dallas  married  Lucy  Pierce;  Ellen 
is  the  wife  of  A.  A.  Ford:  Elva  is  the  wife  of 
Edgar  Thorn,  and  Charles  married  .Mary  Dam-. 
The  two  children  who  arc  deceased  are  Ellen  and 
Caroline  T. 
Two  years  prior  to  its  admission  to  the   Union 

as  a  State  our  subject  came  to  Michigan  but  re- 
mained only  a  short  time  and  in  1839  he  and  his 
wife  with  two  children  emigrated  here  and  linalU 
settled.  Thej  remained,  however,  but  a  short  time 
first  living  in  Washtenaw  County  and  in  the  spring 
of  1840  removing  to  Wayne  County,  where  they 
remained  a  number  of  years.  In  1!"C>7  they  finally 
returned  to  Washtenaw  County  and  settled  upon 
the  farm  that  oursubjectat  present  owns.  Theirfirst 
home  here  was  a  log  cabin,  located  practically  in  the 
woods.  They  experienced  hard  times  as  did  most 
of  the  pioneers  and  did  much  hard  work.  In  after 
years  our  subject  erected  the  home  which  the  fam- 
ily Occupies  at  present.  She  who  had  been  to  him 
for  so  many  years  his  devoted  helpmate  and  coun- 
selor, the  inspiration  and  comforter  in  their  trying 
period  of  his  pioneer  career  departed  this  life  March 
1.  1888.  Th<  regard  in  which  she  was  held  by  her 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  is  evi- 
denced by  the  cortege  that  followed  her  to  her  last 
resting  place  and  many  were  the  kind  winds  and 
incidents  [-elated  of  her  generosity  and  amiability. 
Four  years  prior  to  her  decease  our  subject  and  his 

wife  celebrated  their  golden  wedding.  The  half 
century  of  wedded  life  was  indeed  a  subject  of 
Congratulation  to  those  who  knew  them,  for  seldom 
is  a  union  more  harmonious  than  was  theirs.  The 
occasion  was  made  memorable  by  the  presentation 
to  them  of  a  handsome  silver  pitcher  and  a  line 
gold-headed  cane,  slight  tokens  of  the  esteem  in 

which  each   was  held  by   those  who  knew  and   loved 

them  best.  In  Mrs  Pierce's  decease  the  county 
lost  one  of  its  representative  pioneer  women. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  i-  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  -i\  aero  of  land  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation.       His   agricultural    efforts    have    been 
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successful  to  a  pleasing  degree  and  now  as  he  de- 
scends  the  hillside  of  life  in  which  his  silvei ing 
head  is  lightened  by  the  glowing  sunset,  he  enjoys 

the  fruits  of  a  life  well  spent  in  usefulness.  While 
a  resident  of  Wayne  County  Mr.  Pierce  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  has  tied  many  a  marriage 
knot.  He  has  also  served  as  Assessor  in  Assump- 
tion Township.  Wayne  County.  A  modest  and 
unassuming  man  he  attributes  his  financial  success 
as  largely  to  the  managerial  and  executive  ability 
of  his  estimable  wife  as  to  hisown  efforts.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  being  true  to  his  party 
through  the  fluctuating  favors  of  the  passing  year. 
While  a  resident  of  Wayne  County  he  was  engaged 
in  running  a  sawmill  and  furnished  the  lumber 
for  the  first  Normal  School  built  in  Ypsilanti 
and  which  lias  since  burned  down.  He  also  fur- 
nished fine  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  feet  of 
plank  and  timber  for  the  Detroit  &  Salem  Plank 
Road.  This  was  employed  chiefly  for  the  building 
of  bridges.  .Mr.  Pierce  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  at  Ypsilanti.  He  is  well  known  through- 
out the  county  and  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of 
all.  He  was  formerly  identified  with  the  Michigan 
militia  and  received  a  commission  as  Lieutenant 
from  Gov.  Mason  while  it  was  yet  a  Territory. 


'%,  AVID     RINSE Y  is  the    senior  member  of 
the   firm  of  Rinsey  A-  Seabolt,  proprietors 

of  one  of  the  best  patronized  groceries 
and  bakeries  m  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  Decem- 
ber !>,  1838,  and  is  a  native  of  the  village  of  Alt- 
cnshawant.  He  is  the  second  son  of  John  and 
.Mary  (Baumgarten)  Rinsey.  who  we're  engaged  in 
agriculture.  The  school  days  of  David  Rinsey  were 
passed  in  Basil,  Switzerland,  and  after  finishing  his 
school  <lays  he  worked  as  an  apprentice  in  a 
bakery  lor  eighteen  months. 

In  the  fall  of  1854  our  subject  came  to  the 
United  States,  attracted  hither  by  the  enlarged 
prospects  and  advantages  offered  to  a  young   man. 


He  landed  from  the  boat  in  New  York  and  went 
thence  to  Tiffin,  Ohio,  and  from  the  latter  place 
came  to  Ann  Arbor.  For  seven  years  after  com- 
ing here  he  worked  by  the  month  on  a  farm,  re- 
ceiving $50  for  his  first  year's  labor  and  more  as 
his  services  grew  more  valuable.  After  the  first 
three  years  he  was  engaged  with  ('.  II.  Richmond 
and  remained  with  him  for  four  years,  lie  then 
engaged  with  Slawson  &  Son.  Where  he  acted  as 
clerk  in  a  general  store  and  was  engaged  in. that 
capacity  until  1867,  when  he  started  in  business 
for  himself,  forming  a  partnership  with  Moses  Sea- 
bolt  under  the  firm  name  of  liinsey  &  Seabolt. 

Embarking  first  in  tin1  grocery  business  the  firm 
afterward  added  a  bakery,  which  they  still  run  in 
connection  with  their  other  interests  and  at  the 
present  time,  as  will  be  seen  by  consulting  dates, 
the  parnership  lias  lasted  for  more  than  twenty- 
five  years.  The  firm  carry  a  large  and  wel'-selected 
Stock  of  goods  and  are  among  the  largest  dealers 
in  the  city.  They  haye  ail  extensive  acquaintance 
with  the  best  people  of  the  town  and  their  reputa- 
tion for  uprightness  of  dealing  and  honor  is  such  as 
to  give  them  a  prominent  place  among  the  business 
men. 

The  firm  first  started  in  business  in  a  small  brick- 
block  and  continued  there  until  1876  when  they 
built  an  addition  and  put  on  a  more  attractive 
front  to  the  place,  thus  giving  more  room.  In 
connection  with  the  bakery  and  grocery  business. 
the  firm  handle  flour  on  a  large  scale.  Both  part- 
ners are  practical  business  men  whose  foresight 
and  judgment  can  lie  relied  upon. 

Our  subject  outside  of  his  business  life  is  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  very  pleasant  home  which  is  made 
attractive  and  homelike  by  his  gentle  and  yet  dig- 
nitied  wife.  Their  marriage  was  -.olemn i/.ed  in  Sep- 
tember, 1869.  The  bride  was  Miss  .land  .Miller,  of 
Ypsilanti.  daughter  of  Frederick  Miller:  ber  parents 
were  formerly  from  Germany.  Mr.and  Mis.  Rinsej 
have  six  children,  four  girls  and  two  boys  -.Mary, 
Ellen,  Lulu.  Stella.  .1.  Frank  ami  (binge  II.  ' I ' 1 1 . ■  \ 
are  all  bright  and  intelligent  young  people  with 
fair  prospects  in  life  to  become  not  only  useful  anil 
honored   members  of  society  but   distinguished  as 

men  and  women  of  intellect. 

Mr.  Rinsey  is  a  Director  and  stockholder  in  the 
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Ann  Arbor  Savings  Bank  and  also  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Fruit  A-  Vinegar  Company.  In  their 
church  relations  he  with  the  members  of  his  family 
are  connected  with  the  St. Thomas  Catholic  <  Ihurch 

(if  which  lir  is  One  of  the  Trustees.      He    resides   at 

No.  26  N.  Divison  Street.  His  home  was  quite  re- 
cently liuilt  ami  is  of  elegant  construction.  The 
latest  style  lit'  architecture  has  been  employed  and 
the  must  perfeel  tasie  has  Keen  brought  to  bear  in 
the  finishing  and  furnishing.  It  is  surrounded  by 
a  beautiful  lawn  and  has  choice  Shade  trees  of  vari- 
ous varieties.  The  success  which  has  attended  our 
subject  is  the  more  Battering,  as  when  coming  to 
Ann  Arbor  he  had  but  |5  in  money.  He  is  uow 
the  owner  of  a  Large  amount  of  valuable  property. 


EDWIN  SANDERSON.  Section  !>.  Augusta 
Township,  whose  monotony  of  contour  is 
J  broken  by  the  serpentine  curves  of  two 
pretty  streams,  is  the  location  of  the  home  which 
is  owned  by  the  man  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch — one  who  is  a  representative  pioneer  of 
the  locality.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county  and 
was  here  bora  November  18,  1831,  being  a  son  of 
Zimri  and  Ann  (Hinkley)  Sanderson.  Both  par- 
ents were  natives  of  the  old  Hay  State.  They 
emigrated  to  this  county  about  1829-30,  and  set- 
tled on  the  farm  where  our   subject    is    now  living, 

their    first    1 le   being   in    the   woods  and  a  log 

cabin,  he  having  purchased  land  from  the  Govern- 
ment, which  he  demoted  himself  to  improving 
and  cultivating.  All  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life 
were  familiar  to  this  early  settler. 

Zimri  Sander:  ou  was  the  father  of  several  chil 
dren,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Ormelia,  wife 
of  William  Flower;  Helen  .Maria,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  James  G.  Flower;  Edwin;  Alfred;  Es- 
ther, wh,o  is  the  wife  of  George  Ke\  nolds;  Melanc- 
thonand  Dwight  are  both  deceased,  as  is  Amarette. 
Theelder  Mi".  Sanderson  wasa  Whigin  politics.  He 
was    one    of  the    first     pioneers    of   the    township. 

Our  subject  was    reared    to    man! 1    in    Augusta 

Township,   and     was   early    familiarized    with    the 


peculiar  modes  of  living  of  the  pioneer  settlers. 
He  received  an  education  in  the  branches  ordina- 
rily taught  in  the  district  school  of  the  township. 
and  was  Obliged  to  occupy  every  spare  moment 
in  assisting  his  father,  and  early  accomplished 
much  hard  labor  in  the  way  of  clearing  land, 
as  well  as  other  duties  of  an  agricultural  nature. 

Mr.  Sanderson  was  married  in  December.  IK.").'), 
to  Miss  Esther  Howe,  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  following 
surviving  children :  Elsie,  wife  of  George  Davis; 
Klton  1...  Elmer  E.  and  Ella.  Mrs.  Sanderson's 
experience  of  life  lias  been  for  the  most  part  con- 
nected with  Michigan,  as  she  was  brought  to  Wash- 
tenaw County  when  an  infant  and  has  ever  since 
lived  here.  Our  subject  has  served  as  Treasurer 
of  his  school  district,  and  has  greatly  assisted 
every  enterprise  that  tends  to  a  broader  educa- 
tional system. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  our  subject  is  well 
posted  in  the  Current  events  of  the  day  as  well  as 
in  the  natural  and  local  happenings  of  political 
life,  and  is  an  intelligent  conversationalist  upon 
leading  topics.  I  le  is  a  representative  pioneer  of 
the  county,  and  his  fine  farm  speaks  for  itself  as  to 
his  thrift  and  successful  methods  in  his  chosen 
calling.  Mr.  Sanderson  is  universally  recognized 
as  a  man  whose  reputation  is  without  blot  and  he 
enjoys  to  a  flattering  degree  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow-men  and  familiars  in  business  and  daily 
life. 


H  rf  q  '*  ,^owt*» 


ENRY  T.  COE.  The  editor  and  proprietor 
k'  of  the  Ypsilanti  Commercial,  a  breezy  sheet 
that  appeals  to  the  class  of  people  that  its 
name  would  suggest,  was  born  in  Brighton, 
Livingston  County.  Mich..  March  29,  1863.  lie  is 
a  -on  of  Jacob  II.  Cue. who  was  a  native  of  Tomp- 
kins County.  N.  Y.. and  born  April  18,  ISM.  His 
parents  followed  the  calling  of  agriculture  in 
their  native  State,  where  the  paternal  grandparents 
also  lived.  Our  subject's  Grandmother  Cue  came 
to  Michigan  in    1836,  and    settled    in    Livingston 
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County,  coming  and  making  her  home  with  her  son 
Jacob. 

The  father  of  the  original  of  our  sketch  settled 
in  Green  Oak  Township.  Livingston  County,  in 
1836,  when  he  was  but  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
The  country  was  then  wild  woods,  but  purchasing 
a  farm  of  the  Government,  he  built  a  log  house, 
which  is  still  standing,  and  set  about  improving 
the  place.  He  afterward  located  in  Brighton  on 
another  new  piece  of  land,  and  which  he  farmed 
until  recently.  He  was  a  more  than  ordinarily 
successful  farmer,  and  was  of  the  oldest  settlers  in 
that  part  of  the  country.  He  owned  and  operated 
the  first  threshing  machine  ever  in  Livingston 
County.  It  was  called  an  English  Beater,  and 
would  now  be  regarded  as  quite  a  curiosity  in  its 
way.  J.  II.  Coe  was  an  ardent  Abolitionist  and 
Free-Soiler,  and  he  has  been  a  Republican  for  many 
years. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  before  her  marriage 
Miss  Elvira  Clark,  who  was  born  in  New  York  Stair. 
.She  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Ansel  Clark,  who 
was  a  pioneer  of  that  State.  After  coming  to 
Michigan  he  was  a  Baptist  minister  and  located  in 
Green  Oak,  where  he  owned  a  farm.  Our  subject's 
parents  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  in  1888, 
at  which  time  the  mother  was  sixty-five  years  of 
age. 

Of  nine  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coe,  six 
are  now  living.  Henry  T.  Coe  was  reared  in 
Brighton,  and  was  a  graduate  of  the  High  School 
there  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  in  1882  he 
entered  the  Michigan  State  Normal  School,  and 
took  up  the  scientific  and  literary  courses,  in  which 
he  graduated  in  1884, and  after  that  became  Assist- 
ant Professor  of  Mathematics  for  three  years  in 
the  same  school,  lie  then  resigned  his  position 
and  purchased  the  Commercial,  its  previous  editor 
and  proprietor  being  C.  R.  Pattison.  who  estab- 
lished it  in  1*64.  It  is  now  a  six-column  quarto, 
published  weekly,  and  enjoys  a  good  circulation. 
It  is  published  in  the  interest  of  the  community; 
and  special  attention  is  paid  to  local  affairs,  making 
it  a  history  of  the  events  that  transpire  in  this 
locality.  Moreover,  it  reviews  most  intelligently 
the  public  issues  of  the  day,  and  its  advertising 
columns  are  well  filled  and  show  that  the  merchants 


of  Ypsilanti  appreciate  it  as  a  medium  for  making 
themselves  known  to  the  people  at  large. 

Mr.  Coe  was  married  in  this  city,  August  20, 
1884,  to  Miss  Ilattie  E.  Jenness,  a  daughter  of 
John  S.  Jenness,  a  prominent  business  man  in 
former  days  of  this  city,  and  now  deceased.  Mrs. 
Coe  was  educated  in  this  city.  They  are  the  par- 
rents  of  one  child,  a  son,  born  in  1886,  whose  name 
is  Carl  J.  Mr.  Coe  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,   and  lie  is  a    Democrat  in    politics. 


OBERT  T.  WHEELOCK.  It  is  always  a 
pleasure  to  deal  with  the  history  of  one 
who  iv  a  member  of  one  of  those  grand  old 
families  who  have  lor  generations  been 
distinguished  for  patriotism,  the  genuine  spirit  of 
Christianity  and  the  strong  characteristics  which 
have  made  them  men  of  mark.  Royal  Wheelock, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts in  1766  and  his  father,  Simeon  Wheelock,  was 
born  in  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  in  1741.  His  father, 
Silas,  born  in  17  IK,  was  a  son  of  Benjamin,  born 
in  1678,  whose  father,  Benjamin,  born  in  1640,  was 
a  son  of  Ralph  whose  birth  took  place  in  Shrop- 
shire, England,  about  the  beginning  of  the  seven- 
teenth century.  Through  all  these  generations  the 
Wheelocks  have  been  a  farming  family  in  almost 
every  instance  and  most  of  them  have  been  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  after  coming 
to  this  country  became  Whigs  of  the  olden  time. 
Our  subject  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
county. having  located  here  in  L826.  His  parents. 
Royal  and  Lydia  (  I'aft)  Wheelock,  had  their  birth 
in  Massachusetts  where  they  grew  to  maturity  and 
uric  married.  They  soon  located  in  Ontario 
County.  N.  Y..  where  the  following  family  of  chil- 
dren was  born  to  them:  Harry. born  in  1793;  Bet- 
sey, in  1795;  Nancy,  in  17117;  Silas,  in  1  7'.»',t.  Royal, 
in  1801;  Robert  T.,  in  1803;  John  R.,  in  ISO.");  Ira. 
in  1807;  L.  L.Ann,  in  L  808,  and  Jerry  I...  in  1817. 
Harry  married  Judith  Gillette;  Betsey  married  Otis 
Thompson,  of  West    l'.roomlield.  N.  Y.:    Nancy   be- 


610 


PORTRAIT  AND  WOOKAl'HICA  I.  AI.i'.IM. 


came  the  wife  of  Reynold  Peck,  of  the  same  place; 
Silas  married  Alraira  Duranl  and  came  to  Washte- 
naw County  in  1826;  Lloyal  took  to  wife  Mary  A. 
Pinckney  and  came  to  Michigan  about  the  same 
time;  Roberl  T.  married  Mary  .1.  Murray  after 
coming  to  Michigan  ami  thcj  reared  one  daughter 
— Phcebe  A.,  whosurvives  both  her  parents;  John 
R.  married  Rhoda  Plympton,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children,  and  his  second  wife  was  Deborah  Plymp- 
t on  who  became  the  mother  of  six  children;  Ira 
died  unmarried;  Ann  became  the  wife  of  Elijah 
Niles.  of  Alleghanj  County,  N.  Y..  and  Jerry  mar- 
ried Mary  Allen  and  resided  at  Ovid,  Clinton 
County;  until  his  death,  which  occurred  quite  re- 
cently. Mrs.  Niles  is  now  the  only  member  of  the 
family  of  that  generation  who  survives. 


~- 


=fH* 


ENRY  KIRK  WHITE.  It  is  with  pleasure 
j  that  we  present  to  our  readers  a  life  sketch 
of  the  oldest  resident  of  the  county  now 
[t§))  living.  We  mean  oldest  in  his  having 
made  his  home  here  at  an  earlier  date  than  any 
other  of  our  pioneers  who  -till  survive.  He  was 
horn  in  Palmyra,  X.  V..  March  21,  1821,  and  came 
with  hi-  parents.  Orrin  and  Ann  (Thayer)  White, 
to  Michigan  in  May.  1824.  The  family  is  of  most 
honorable  New  England  ancestry,  as  their  descent 
i-  traced  in  a  direct  line  to  Peregrine  White,  one 
of  th«'  Pilgrims  who  came  over  in  the  "May- 
flower." 

Col.  Orrin  White  was  a  merchant  at  Palmyra. 
X.  Y..  and  was  brought  up  l>\  his  stepfather,  Mr. 
Warner,  a-  his  own  lather  died  when  he  was  an  in- 
fant, lie  \\ :i ~  born  October  25,  1794,  in  Elmira, 
X.  V.  and  died  February  L8,  1864.  His  gocd 
wife  was  born  March  31,  1800,  and  died  six  years 
after  his  decease.  The  children  of  this  good 
couple  were  William.  David,  Joseph,  James,  Orrin 
and  Orpheus.  These  last  two  were  twins  and  al- 
though very  young  at  the  time  they  took  part  in 
the  War  of  1*12  a-  musicians,  Orrin  playing  the 
life  and  Orpheus  the  drum  in  a  company  of  which 
their  elder  brother.  David,  was  the  Captain.   They 


took  part  in  no  hat  ties,  however,  and  Orpheus  died 

at  the  age  of  t went y   \ ears. 

Ann  Thayer,  who  became  tin-  wife  of  Orrin 
While,  January  1,  1*1*.  was  the  eldest  child  of 
Xalhan  and  1'olh  (Mow  |  Thayer,  and  was  horn  in 
Tioga,  1'a.  She  is  the  onh  sister  of  (apt.  Charles 
Thayer,  who  died  December  11.  L890,  and  who 
was  formany  years  so  well  known  in  this  COUntj 
as  the  Captain  of  the  Frontier  Guards.  Their 
father  was  a  son  of  ('apt.  Levi  Thayer,  who  was 
prominent  in  the  War  of  1*12.  and  the  family 
line  is  traced  to  Richard  and  Thomas  Thayer, 
two  brothers  who  made  their  home  in  Massachu- 
setts in  1636. 

Col  White,  after  coming  to  Michigan,  was  a 
leading  man.  not  only  among  his  neighbors  hut 
also  in  the  broader  tields  of  influence  and  was  the 
leader  of  the  farmers  during  the  famous  Toledo 
War.  He  was  an  old  Jacksonian  Democrat  hut 
when  the  Republican  party  was  organized  he  and 
his  son  Henry  united  themselves  with  that  party 
in  which  they  were  ever  after  active.  He  also 
represented  his  district  in  the  Michigan  Legislature 
for  two  terms.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
Black  Hawk  War.  and  in  every  way  was  a  Leader 
among  men. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  blessed  with 
seven  children:  Charles  T..  deceased:  Henry 
Kirk.  Mary  Elizabeth,  Maria.  Salome.  Orpheus  and 
Nathan.  All  of  them  lived  to  maturity,  and  Mary 
became  Mrs.  H.  T.  Farnham  of  Hillsdale,  where  she 
died  some  seven  years  since.  Maria  married  Mr. 
Julius  Foster  of  Adrian,  and  Salome  is  Mrs. 
Charles  Gardner;  Orpheus  lives  at  Grand  Rapids 
ami  Nathan  settled  in  Fairfield.  Iowa,  some  ten 
years  ago  ami  died  there  shortly  afterward. 

lie  whose  name  head-    this   sketch    remained  at 

1 ■  with  his  father  until    he     reached     the  age  Of 

twenty-live,  when  he  joined  his  fortune-  for  lit. 
with  Martha  1'.  stone  on  the  28th  of  September, 
1845.  This  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Nathan  11. 
Stone,  an  old  pioneer  of  Jackson  County.  She 
was  horn  in  Niagara  County,  X.  Y..  December  •!. 
1826,  and  ha-  had  four  children  —  Murra\  s.. 
Frank  W..  Freddie,  deceased,  and  Edward  F. 
After  marriage  our  subject  settled  upon  the  farm 
where  he  now  reside-    and     united     w  it  h  -ouic  new 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


611 


land  a  portion  of  his  father's  old  homestead,  and 
now  has  a  beautiful  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
seven  acres  of  valuable  land  on  which  is  erei  ted 
a  handsome  residence.  While  yet  a  youth,  in  1840. 
he  wheeled  all  the  stone  and  burned  all  the  lime 
which  entered  into  the  construction  of  the  old 
stone  homestead,  and  it  is  with  the  liveliest  pleasure 
that  he  ever  speaks  of  those  pioneer  days  and  of 
the  incidents  which  made  them  full  of  meaning 
to  all  who  passed  through  them.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
White  are  progressive  in  their  religious  ideas  and 
are  of  Spiritualistic  tendencies. 


4  WILLIAM  S.  CARPENTER.  This  gentle- 
%/iJ/l  man  's  we"  known  in  Vpsihinti  and 
\y\jy  throughout  Washtenaw  County  as  an  in- 
surance agent,  and  the  city  representative  of  the 
Detroit  Iribune,  the  Chicago  Tribum  and  the  Wash- 
tenaw Times,  besides  other  influential  organs  of 
the  political  and  social  movements  of  the  day. 
lie  is  a  native  of  this  State,  born  in  Adrian,  De- 
cember 7.  1870,  and  has  just  entered  upon  his  life 
career  with  every  prospect  of  success  in  his  chosen 
field  of  labor.  His  father,  P.  W.  Carpenter,  was 
at  the  time  of  his  son's  birth  a  farmer  but  later 
became  identified  with  the  insurance  businessas  an 
agent. 

When  about  seven  years  old  our  subject  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Ypsilanti  and  received  his 
education  in  the  Union  City  School  and  the  State 
Normal,  finishing  the  course  of  study  in  the  latter 
institution  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  Being 
fully  equipped  for  a  business  career  he  immediately 
entered  into  partnership  with  his  father  in  the 
insurance  business,  and  they  represent  nine  lead- 
ing insurance  companies  of  England  and  the 
United  States.  They  have  become  known  through- 
out the  county  as  reliable  agents  and  have  the  en- 
lire  confidence  of  the  community,  transacting  a 
good  business  for  the  companies  which  they  repre- 
sent and  finding  it  a  source  of  revenue  to  them- 
selves. 

In  1890  our  subject  was  appointed  Census  Enu- 


merator for  the  First  Ward  of  Ypsilanti  and  so 
thorough  was  his  work  that  when  he  sent  it  in,  he 
did  not  have  a  sheet  returned  or  a  question  asked. 
After  completing  that  work  he  took  up  his  former 
avocation  and  has  since  then  given  his  undivided 
attention  to  insurance  and  as  correspondent  of 
different  papers.  His  many  friends  predict  for  him 
a  prosperous  career  and  undoubtedly  the  future 
holds  for  him  many  honors  in  business  and  social 
circles. 

P.  W.  Carpenter,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  New  York  State  and  was  about  eighteen  years 
old  when  he  came  to  Michigan.  Locating  in 
Adrian  he  entered  the  dry-goods  store  of  his 
brothers  as  a  clerk  and  remained  with  them  until 
his  marriage  to  Mis-  Annie  E.  Sprague,  of  New- 
York.  The  young  couple  proceeded  to  a  farm  im- 
mediately after  their  marriage  ami  devoted  their 
lime  to  the  improvement  of  their  place  until  Will- 
iam was  a  lad  of  seven  years.  Then  they  came  to 
Ypsilanti  and  the  father  was  for  three  years  em- 
ployed as  Deputj  Register  of  Deeds  at  Ann  Arbor. 
For  ten  years  he  has  been  in  the  Ypsilanti  Savings 
Bank,  of  which  he  is  now  Teller.  He  has  a  pleasant 
residence  on  South  Washington  Street,  which  is 
brightened  by  the  presence  of  three  children,  the 
subject  of  this  notice  and  his  two  si-ter-.  Ruth  I. 
and  Fannie  E. 
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ERNEST  F.  EBERBACHisthe  manager  of  the 
Eberbach  Hardware  Company,  located  in 
Ann  Arbor.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  this 
city  and  hence  his  interests  are  most  closely  allied 
with  every  a-peel   of    life  with  he    ha.-  grown    to  be 

very  familiar.  Hi-  natal  day  was  February  I. 
1853.  He  is  the  fourth  of  -even  children  born  to 
Christian  and  Margaret  (  Laubengayer)  Eberbach. 
For  a  fuller  sketch  of  the  parentssee  history  under 
the  name  <  tttmer  Eberbach. 

Our  subject  enjoyed  the  superior  educational 
advantages  which  has  been  one  of  the  greatest 
treasures  thai  Ann  Arbor  has  given  freely  to  her 
citizens  of  all  classes.     I le  also  pursued  a  course  of 
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two  years  of  study  in  the  Ann  Arbor  High  Scl I 

after  which  he  began  his  mercantile  career  as  clerk 
in  a  hardware  store  his  employers  being  C.  ('. 
Wesdon  &  Sun.  lie  afterward  became  bookkeeper 
and  continued  in  their  employ   for  six  years. 

After  the  experience  gained  in  the  connection 
a-  above  stated,  our  subject  became  manager  of  the 
C.  Eberbach  Hardware  Company  and  has  main- 
tained his  position  up  to  the  present  time.  The 
establishment  is  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the 
county  and  the  company  carry  a  large  and  varied 
stock, both  of  heavy  and  lighter  domestic  hardware. 
They  deal  largely  in  stoves  and  furnaces,  iron  roof- 
ing, sheet-iron  and  copper  work  and  of  course  work 
extensively  in  tin  in  house  building,  preparing 
for  furnaces,  etc. 

The  company  with  which  our  subject  is  employed 
is  located  on  the  cornel'  of  Washington  and  Main 
Streets  and  takes  in  Nos.  2:5  to  2.").  It  is  :isx.S7 
feet  in  dimensions  and  is  three  stories  in  height. 
The  company  also  have  two  other  stores  which 
serve  as  warerooms.  Mr.  Eberbach  is  still  a  young 
man  and  his  history  is  not  so  complete  asit  will  be 
doubtless  in  later  years  when  he  takes  upon  himself 
the  duties  and  obligations  of  domestic  life.  As  yet 
he  is  one  of  the  eligible  bachelors  of  the  city. 
Enterprising  and  industrious,  he  has  already  made 
himself  a  reputation  in  the  business  community. 
Personally  genial  and  affable,  he  commends  him- 
self agreeably  to  all  who  enjoy  the  amenities  of 
social  life.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  having 
abiding  faith  in  the  outcome  of  the  tactics  of  that 
parly. 


OIIN  C  FELDKAMP,  the  owner  of  the 
line  farm  on  section  11,  Freedom  Town- 
^»  ship,  is  a  son  of  Henry  Feldkamp,  a  native 
v^y  of  Westphalia.  Prussia,  who  was  born  iii 
1784.  While  in  the  Fatherland  the  father  was  a 
shipper  of  produce,  finding  his  market  principally 
in  Holland.  After  coming  to  America  he  became 
a  farmer  and  cleared  several  farms  in  Michigan. 
When  a    young  man   he  served  in    the   Prussian 


army  against  the  forces  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 
lie  held  the  office  of  Lieutenant  in  a  regiment  of 
infantry  and  look  part  in  the  siege  of  Paris,  suf- 
fering the  privations  of  that  period  equally  with 
other  soldiers.  For  a  time  their  only  meat  was 
horse  flesh.  He  served  for  a  period  of  three  or 
four  years,  was  much  of  the  time  in  active  service, 
and  although  in  many  battles,  he  was  never 
wounded.  Our  subject's  mother  was  Anna  (  Myers) 
Feldkamp,  also  a  native  of  Westphalia,  and  horn 
in  17'J3.  They  were  married  in  their  native  place 
and  there  resided  until  1836,  when  they  came  to 
America  and  proceeded  directly  to  Michigan,  com- 
ing at  once  to  Freedom  Township,  and  settling 
upon  section  11.  on  a  tract  of  land,  he  being  the 
original  settler   upon  this   farm. 

In  the  early  days  when  our  subject's  parents 
located  here,  there  were  no  roads  from  this  point 
to  Ann  Arbor,  and  the  latter  place  held  but  a 
handful  of  people.  Mr.  Feldkamp,  Sr..  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  ground,  whereon  he  built  a  log 
cabin  and  barn,  making  the  sheds  for  his  stock  of 
rails,  lie  had  but  limited  means  and  was  obliged 
to  work  very  hard.  He  succeeded  in  clearing  up 
the  eighty  acres  before  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  .Inly.  1844,  his  widow  surviving  him  many 
years,  her  death  occurring  in  April.  1888.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  three  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Catherine,  who  is  now  Mrs.  L. 
Feldkamp;  our  subject,  and  Anna,  who  married 
Phillip  Blum.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  faith 
of  the  Evangelical  Church,  his  father  being  a 
Deacon  of  that  body,  having  helped  to  build  St. 
Thomas'  Church,  of  Freedom.  Politically  he  was 
a  strong  Democrat  and  a  man  of  unimpeachable 
honor.  He  never  had  a  lawsuit  nor  ev«  r  quarreled 
with  anyone.  He  was  wrell  versed  in  the  German 
and  French  languages,  and  although  a  very  hard 
worker,  was  charitable  and  generous. 

•  loli n  ( i.  Feldkamp  was  born  October  27.  1832, 
in  Westphalia,  Germany,  and  brought  to  this  place 
by  his  parents  when  three  years  old.  He  has  a 
very  good  knowledge  of  both  German  and  Eng- 
lish. He  grew  up  in  the  wilds  of  Freedom  Town- 
ship, where  wolves  were  more  plentiful  than  do- 
mestic  animals.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  but  was 
early  made  familiar  with    tin-  use  of  tools.     After 
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his  father's  death  he  worked  hard  to  support  his 
mother  and  sister,  giving  them  the  entire  fruit  of 
his  labors  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
He  then  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  empty- 
handed.  Settling  upon  his  father's  old  home- 
stead, he  bought  out  the  interests  of  the  other 
heirs  in  time,  earing  for  his  mother  until  her 
death. 

March  10,  1854,  John  Feldkamp  was  married  to 
Miss  Olive  Kuhl,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Kuhl,  who 
is  now  a  citizen  of  Freedom  Township.  Mrs.  Feld- 
kamp was  born  March  1.  1834,  in  Westphalia.  She 
enjoyed  ver\  good  educational  advantages,  both 
in  German  and  English.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  the  parents  of  ten  children,  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  Emanuel,  Delia,  Benjamin,  Hen ly, 
Catherine,  Samuel,  Theodore,  Huldah,  Clara  and 
Esther,  who  is  deceased.  Emanuel  married  Chris- 
tina Boettner;  Delia  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Stadler; 
Benjamin  married  Mamie  Fisk;  Catherine  is  the 
wife  of  John  Boettner.  Our  subject  lias  given  his 
children  very  good  educational  advantages,  and 
they  are  equally  familiar  with  German  and  Eng- 
lish. 

Himself  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land  which  belongs  to  the  homestead, 
Mr.  Feldkamp  has  settled  both  his  eldest,  sons  upon 
good  farms.  He  carries  on  general  farming  on 
his  place  and  has  been  very  successful.  lie  has 
built  his  residence  and  a  tine  barn,  the  former  of 
which  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $2,500  m  cash  be- 
sides the  work  which  he  himself  put  upon  it.  It 
is  undoubtedly  the  mo-i  attractive  and  comfort- 
able house  in  Freedom  Township,  and  tin'  reader 
will  gain  some  idea  of  its  beauty  from  the  view 
on  another  page.  His  first  barn  cost  him  $800, 
and  in  1ST*  he  built  another  at  the  cost  of  $600 
There  are  he-ides  all  the  outbuildings  recpiired  of 
a  well-regulated  agricultural  place. 

Ml'.  Feldkamp  was  Director  in  a  Grange  stoic 
for  four  years,  ami  for  a  time  was  a  stockholder  in 
the  Savings  Bank  in  Ann  Arbor.  His  family  are 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  of  which  hi' 
has  been  Trustee.  Politically  he  has  always  been 
a  leader  in  Freedom  Township  ami  a  lifeJong 
Democrat.  I  le  was  elected  Supervisor  of  the  i"»  n- 
ship  in   1851,  and  served  fourteen  or  fifteen  years. 


During  the  Civil  War  he  served  his  township  as 
Supervisor,  and  furnished  ninety-six  credits  for 
his  district.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been 
engaged  in  settling  up  estates-  and  has  closed  up 
about  fifty,  and  at  Hie  present  time  has  two 
important  ones  to  attend  to.  aggregating  together 
about  $30,000.  Although  a  man  of  large  busi- 
ness dealings,  he  has  never  had  a  lawsuit  on  his 
own  account.  Personally  Mr.  Feldkamp  is  of  most 
commanding   appearance,   standing   six    feet    two 

inches    in    his    Stocking   feet.      All    his    life    he    has 

been   blest  with  herculean   strength,  never  having 

been  sick  with  the  exception  of  ague,  from  which 
he  suffered  when  eight   scars  old. 


.J 


OIIN  BERNARD  KOEBBE.  Freedom  Town- 
ship is  conspicuous  for  the  Teutonic  ele- 
ment which  fs  predominant,  and  their  su- 
perior methods  in  agrii  nit  are  me  e\  ident  in 
the  well-kept  and  productive  farms.  Our  subjeel 
is  one  of  the  large  number  of  Germans  who  have 
here  developed  the  resources  of  this  region  so  ex- 
tensively. He  is  the  owner  of  a  line  farm  located 
on  section  2(>.  Mr.  Koebbe  is  a  son  of  Henry 
Koebbe,  a  native  of  Westphalia.  Prussia.  The  lat- 
ter dii'd  in  184  I.  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years.  His 
wife  was  prior  to  her  marriage,  a  Miss  Elsabine  Bul- 
locke,  also  a  native  of  Westphalia,  Prussia.  Her 
decease  look  place  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years. 

Henry  Koebbe  died  in  Germany,  where  during 
the  greater  portion  of  his  lifetime  he  was  engaged 
as  a  farmer.  Of  hissix  children,  our  sulijecl  alone 
survives.  John  Bernard  Koebbe  was  horn  June 
21.  1828,  in  Westphalia,  and   was  seventeen  years 

of  ace  when  he  ci !  to  America.     The  mot  her  and 

five  children  made  the  voyage  hither  together,  and 
on  landing  they  proceeded al  once  to  Michigan  and 
settled  on  section  27.  Freedom  Town-hip.  on  eight) 
acres  of  raw  land.      Their  first  home  here  was  a  log 

house,  and  they  had  also  a   log  Stable.     For  the  first 

pear  after  settling  here,  our  subjeel  worked  out  on 
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a  farm  and  then  wenl  to  Aim  Arbor.  While  in  his 
native  land  he  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  cabinet- 
maker, and  on  going  to  Ann  Arbor  found  employ- 
ment with  F.  E.  Royce  for  six  months.  He  then 
wrni  in  Manchester  and  worked  at  the  same  busi- 
ness for  a  Mr.  Clarkson  for  several  winters,  spend- 
ing the  summers  on  the  homestead  in  the  work  of 
developing  the  farm. 

Subsequently  our  subject  buill  a  shop  on  the 
home  farm  on  section  27.  and  worked  ai  his  trade 
in  connection  with  bis  brother  George.  Together 
they  carried  on  the  business  for  fifteen  years.  (In 
May  <;.  L858,  John  B.  Koebbe  was  married  to  Anna 
Feldkamp,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Feldkamp,  who 
came  to  Michigan  in  is  I  Land  settled  in  Freedom 
Township,  where  he  spent  the  remaindered'  his  life. 
Mrs.  Koebbe  was  born  July  19,  ls:>7.  in  Westpha- 
lia. Prussia.  She  received  a  good  education  in  her 
native  land,  and  has  a  good  knowledge  of  English. 
On  their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  settled 
upon  his  present  farm,  which  comprised  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  and  was  owned  by  three  broth- 
ers. The  equities  of  the  other  two  were  bought 
out  by  John.     At  the  time  it  had  a  log  house  and 

barn  amis e  land  broken.     Our  subject  now  has 

one  hundred  acres  under  cultivation,  and  built  a 
pleasant  and  comfortable  residence  in  is7:i.  at  a 
cost  of  $$2,300.  A  view  of  this  commodious  house 
and  rural  surroundings  is  shown  on  an  ither  page. 
He  also  has  three  line  hams  upon  his  place,  the  last 
one  having  Keen  erected  in  1882.  Upon  this  place 
lie  carries  on  his  agricultural  pursuits  in  a  most 
systematic  and  scientific  way. 

Five  children  have  been  horn  to  OUl'Subjecl  and 
his  wife,  and  of  these,  four  are  now  living-  Au- 
gust, Edwin,  Mary  and  Melinda.  Edwin  married 
Christine  Finkbiner,  and  lives  at  home:  .Mary  is 
the  wife  of  Edward  Weis.  Our  subject  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Evangelical  Church, as  arc  also  the  mem 
bers  of  his  family.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has 
been  Trustee,  and  is  besides  a  Sun  day-school  teacher. 
The  children  attended  the  district  schools  of  the 
vicinity,  and  the  eldesf  son  was  a  -indent  at  the 
Union  school  ai  Manchester.  Mr.  Koebbe  ha-  al- 
ways talon  an  active  interc-t     in   politics,    and    is  a 

I i nil  Democrat,  although  in  local  politic-  he  votes 
for  the  besi  man.     lie  himself  has  never  heen  am- 


bitious  to  he   an  office-holder.     The  comfortable 

mode    of    life    which  he  and  his    family    are   at    the 

pri-ent  time  able  to  enjoy  is  entirely  due  to  bis  in- 
defatigable efforts,  a-  he  had  nothing  to  begin  busi- 
ness with.  So  long  as  his  mother  lived  she  ua-  his 
first  care  and  consideration.  lie  worked  at  hi- 
trade    until     his     health     cave     way.     when    he    was 

obliged  to  take  up  farming. 
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ORSTEE  BLODGETT.    The  owner  of  a  tin.- 
\\\      ///    farm  located  on  sections  21  and    28,  Weh- 


vV  ster  Town-hip.  is  a  wealthy  fanner  and 
stock-raiser,  who  owns  a  handsome  property  in 
this  locality.  He  was  horn  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  V..  in  the  township  of  Bucklin,  November  l. 
1831.  lie  is  a  son  of  Luke  and  Mary  A.  (  Ander- 
son) Blodgett,  both  natives  of  East  Hartford. 
Conn.  The  former  was  horn  March  28,  1803,  and 
the  latter  November  12.  1807.  Thej  were  mar- 
ried in  New  York  and  in  L835  came  to  Michigan. 
There  were  at  that  time  two  children  in  the 
family,  Worster  being  the  elder.  His  father  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  where  our 
subject  now  lives.  IK-  bent  his  energies  toward 
improving  the  place,  and  in  time  added  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  21.  I. like 
Blodgett  died  here  April  21.  1879,  at  the  good  old 
age  of  seventy-six  year-;  his  wife  had  preceded 
him    two    years,    her     decease    having    taken     place 

September  15,  1*77.  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  year-. 
Politically  the  senior  Mr.  Blodgett  wa-  a  Republi- 
can, although  formerly  a  Whit;,  and  one  of  the 
Toledo  War  soldiers. 

Two  children  were  added  to  the  family  after 
their  parents  came  to  this  Stale.  Their  names 
were:  lie  of  whom  we  write;  Kdwin.  who  was 
horn  February  10,  is:;.".:  Charlie,  born  .Inly  is. 
1839;  and  I. aura  Minnie,  horn  August  21.  1843, 
died    when     t  w  o   years    old.      Kdwin     wa-    married 

June  s.  1870,  to  Francela  Derby  and  lived  on  the 
lioinc  farm  until  hi- death,  which  occurred  Novem- 
ber 25,  1872,  ai  thirty-seven  years  of  age.  Charles 

also  remained  a l    home  until  his  death,  when  he  was 
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twenty-nine  years  old,  April  13,  1869.  He  was 
unmarried.  Worster  remained  at  home  until  the 
breaking  <>ut  of  the  late  war,  when  he  enlisted, 
:it  Dexter,  in  Company  K,  Fourth  Michigan  In- 
fantry. May  15,  L861,  and  was  one  of  the  nun 
who  responded  to  the  first  call  for  seventy-five 
thousand  troops,  but  was  mustered  in  for  three 
3  ears  in  the  Army  Of  the  Potomac,  lie  was  wounded 
at  Malvern  Hill  in  June,  1862,  and  was  taken  to 
Portsmouth,  and  then  spent  four  months  at  Hamil- 
ton Grove,  when  he  was  discharged,  never  hav- 
ing fully  recovered  from  his  wounds 

Our  subject  readied  home  after  his  military 
experience  in  November,  1862,  and  alter  some- 
what improving  his  health  he  resumed  farming, 
and  has  been  thus  engaged  ever  since.  June  1, 
1K7'J.  he  was  married  to  the  widow  of  his  brother, 
Edwin,  and  since  that  time  has  lived  on  the  farm. 
This  marriage  has  not  been  blessed  with  children, 
but  they  have  one  daughter,  who  is  the  fruil  of 
the  marriage  of  our  subject's  wife  with  his  brother. 
She  is  now  a  brilliant  young  lady  of  nineteen 
years  of  age  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Ann  Arbor 
High  School,  having  finished  with  the  Class  of 
'91.  She  has  given  special  attention  to  music  and 
is  proficient  in  this  art.  Mrs.  Blodgett  is  the 
daughter  of   Peninia   and  Sidney  (Phelps)  Derby, 

who  settled  on  a  farm  in  I  )e\ter  Township,  after- 
ward removing  to  the  village  of  Dexter,  where  he 
had     a     store.      Mrs.     Blodgett's    father    was     twice 

married,  she  beinga  daughter  of  the  ftrsl  marriage, 

the  second  union  being  fruitless.  The  children  of 
the  first  marriage  were:  Mary  Antoinette.  William 
Wallace,  tYaiicclia  and  Manfried.  The  first  named 
is  Mrs.  Henry  Dole,  now  of  i'psilanti;  William 
lives  in  Ann  Arbor;  Manfried  is  a  merchant  in 
Newberry,  this  State;  Franeelia  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Dexter.  July  "22,  1839.  After  complet- 
ing her  education  she  began  to  teach  in  Adrian, 
but  later  taught  in  Dexter  until  her  marriage,  and 
five  years  previous  to  that   event   was   in  the  Dex- 

•  ter  School. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  have  been  thus  con- 
nected for  many  years.  Although  he  is  an  ardent 
Republican,  he  is  not  in  any  sense  a  politician 
or   office-seeker,   believing    that   his   loyalty    is  as 


truly  expressed  by  his  purity  of  principles  as  a 
citizen  as  otherwise.  Mr.  Blodgett  is  the  possessor 
of  an  oil  painting  of  his  father  and  mother,  which 
is  a  work  of  art  that  was  executed  by  11.  Waldo 
( tuest,  a  native  of  Dexter. 


^O 


olIN  W.  BLAKESLEE,  prominent  in  agri- 
cultural and  social  circles  of  York  Town- 
ship, Washtenaw  County,  was  born  in  Madi- 
son County,  X.  Y.,  on  the  25th  of  April. 
1830,  his  parents,  John  W.  and  Urana  (Bonney) 
Blakeslee,  both  being  natives  of  New  York.  The 
father  was  a  wagon-maker  and  a  farmer,  and  our 
subject  was  brought  up  at  home  and  lived  upon 
the  farm  until  he  became  of  age.  His  father  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  his  paternal  grand- 
father was  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

A  limited  education  was  given  to  our  subject,as 
the  schools  then  were  supported  by  the  rate  bill, 
and  there  was  no  money  in  the  county  to  meet  the 
expense.  He  went  only  in  the  winter  months  af- 
ter reaching  the  age  of  twelve,  and  not  at  all  after 
he  became  eighteen  years  old.  He  remembers 
Michigan  when  he  came  here  in  1836,  as  a  perfect 
wilderness,  for  his  father  settled  in  the.  unbroken 
foresl  ami  did  genuine  pioneer  work.  The  father 
died  ill    I860,  at  the  old  homestead,  and  his  mother 

survived  un1  il  188 1 . 

Our  subject  was  married  November  "21.  1850,  to 
Elizabeth  Richards,  of  York  Township,  and  a 
daughter  of  William  Richards.  This  lady  was  bom 
in  England,  March  10.  L829,  came  to  the  United 
States    in    infancy,  and    has    spent    all    her   life    in 

Wash  I  en  aw  (  oiinty .  as  her  parents  were  a ng  the 

carh   settlers  of  York  Township.   One  child  blessed 
this  home.  Flora  E.,  bom   May   li.   1857, but   she  was 

called  to  her  heavenly  home  October  18,  1881, leav- 
ing her  parents  inconsolable. 

Mr.  Blakeslee  ha-  been  long  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  York  Township,  and  at 
the  time  of  leaving  his  farm  had  four  hundred 
acres  of  tine  land,  and  still   has  two   hundred  acres. 
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He  breeds  good  stock  :ui<l  carries  on  mixed  farm- 
ing, l»ui  after  the  death  of  the  daughter,  he  and  his 
wife  were  unhappy  upon  the  farm,  and  decided  to 
seek  new  scenes  and  new  relations,  and  therefore 
removed  to  Milan.  Mich.,  where  he  still  continlli  - 
his  home,  lie  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views 
and  for  a  term  of  five  years  held  the  office  <>f  Su- 
pervisor of  the  township,  lie  was  also  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  four  years,  and  his  wife  is  an  earnest 
and  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
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T  OHN  L.  SMITH.  This  retired  fanner  is  Of 
British  birth  and  parentage  and  was  born  at 
Wrought  Hill,  Northumberland  County. 
England,  April  11.  1*27.  His  parents, 
Adam  and  Margarel  (Lamb)  Smith,  were  natives  of 
the  same  county,  the  lather  beinga  farmer.  Upon 
the  8th  of  .May.  L833,  the  family,  then  consist- 
ing of  father,  mother,  and  two  sons  (our  subject 
and  Robert)  took  cars  at  Anna,  thirty  miles  from 
Liverpool,  and  traveled  by  railway  (the  only  steam 
railway  then  in  existence)  to  thai  city,  whence  they 
set  sail  for  Philadelphia,  beingeight  weeks  and  one 
day  on  the   ocean. 

The  family  soon  went  to  New  York  City  and 
thence  to  Geneva  bu1  finding  that  Michigan  af- 
forded greal  at  tract  ions  they  came  on  here  arriv- 
ing September  13,  1 833  and  buying  two  hundred 
and  forty-eight  acres  in  the  township  of  Scio,  a 
small  portion  of  which  had  already  seen  some  im- 
provements, paying  $500  for  the  first  eighty  acres 
and  $250  each  for  the  other  two.  The  death  of 
the  parents  of  our  subject  occurred  after  coming  to 
this  State,  the  mother  passing  away  April  8,  1*17. 
at  the  age  of  fifty,  and  the  father  surviving  until 
May  211.  1874,  when  he  was  seventy  years  old. 
One  child  only  was  born  in  Michigan,  James  1.. 
Smith,  who  now  resides  in  Dexter. 

All  the  sons  of  this  family  worked  together  until 
the  last  one  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one 
about  which  time  John  L.  was  married.  At  the 
time  of  Robert's  marriage  he  took  charge  of  his 
father-in-law's  farm  ami  a-  did  also  James  for  his 


wife's  father  and  linalh  our  Subject  bought  the  in- 
terest of  the  other  brothers  and  held  the  old  home- 
stead in  his  own  right.  The  homestead  contains 
three  hundred  and  seventj  acres  and  i*  Located  on 
section  18,  Scio  Township  and  there  are  one  hun- 
dred and  five  acres  on  sections  2'.l  and  .'in.  upon  :ill 
of  which  Mr.  Smith  carries  on  general  farming. 

In  November  1KK2  our  subject  left  the  farm  and 
came  to  Dexter  buying  the  home  where  he  now 
resides  near  the  center  of  the  town,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  grain 
His  father  married  a  widow,  Mrs.  Lenore  (  Rosier) 
Babcock,  widow  of  John  Babcock,  of  Scio  Township 
and  daughter  of  John  Rosier.  Two  years  after 
this  second  wife  died  leaving  one  child.  Isabel,  who 
is  now  Mrs.  William  Smith,  of  CereSCO,  Calhoun 
County.  In  1854  the  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
delegate  to  the  Jackson  Convention  and  his  influ- 
ence brought  many  Whigs  into  the  Republican 
party.  lie  was  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  assisted  largely  in  building  up  that 
society.  lie  of  whom  we  write  entered  into  the 
bonds  of  matrimony.  November  27).  ls,">2.  with 
Sarah  E.  Smith  who  was  born  in  Scio  Township. 
June  1.  1833.  She  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of 
I  hue  daughters  of  her  parents,  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Lacy)  Smith.  Mrs.  Smith's  father  was  from  East 
Riding.  Yorkshire.  England,  and  the  mother  was 
from  the  city  of  Leicester.  Both  had  come  to 
Washtenaw  County  in  1831  and  were  married  here 
the  following  year.  Sarah  Lacy  came  here  with 
an  uncle.  John  Callis.  who  settled  on  section  21. 
Scio  Township  in  1831.  Thomas  Smith  secured 
from  the  Government  four  hundred  acres  of  land 
on  sections  29  and  30,  where  lie  lived  and  died. 

Thomas  Smith  died  in  April,  1863,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  He  was  an  energeth  and  pro- 
gressive farmer  ami  improved  some  two  hundred 
acres  of  his  land.  His  widow  passed  from  life  at 
the  old  homestead  January  12.  1878,  having  lived 
eighty-live  years.  They  had  three  children.  Sarah 
E.  (the  wife  of  our  subject),  Jane  and  Mary  Ann. 
Jane  became  the  wife  of  Robert  smith  and  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-three  and  Mary  Ann  married 
James      Smith.       Mrs.     Sarah     E.    Smith     was     horn 

June  1.  1833  and  received  her  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Ann   Arbor. 
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The  children  who  have  been  granted  to  our  sub- 
ject and  his  excellent  wife  are  as  follows:  Matilda 
J.,  Emma  R.,  Thomas  II.,  Sarah  Ann.  .lay  A.  .Ma- 
tilda is  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Y.  Phelps,  of  Scio  Town- 
ship; Emma  is  the  wife  of  John  W.  Rosier,  a  rail- 
way employe  at  Jackson;  Thomas,  who  married 
Ada,  daughter  of  J.  V.  N.  Gregory,  lives  on  the 
old  homestead  and  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Herman 
Eastman,  a  book-keeper  at  Ann  Arbor.  Jay  A. 
resides  on  section  20,  of  Scio  Township,  his  wife 
being  Estella,  daughter  of  John  S.  Pacey,  of  Dexter. 

The  office  of  Supervisor  was  given  to  our  subject 
in  1866  and  1867,  and  again  in  1880  and  1881; 
although  he  does  not  mingle  largely  in  political 
matters  he  is  quite  active  in  local  politics  and  is  a 
Republican  with  Prohibition  proclivities.  He  and 
his  wife  are  earnest  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Dexter  and  very  useful  in  this  connection. 


^'lliis'' 


\& 


J.  KXAPP.  One  of  the  leading  German- 
American  fanners  of  Freedom  Township  is 
he  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch, 
where  he  owns  a  farm  on  section  35.  He  is 
a  son  of  John  Jacob  Knapp,  a  native  of  Wurtem- 
berg,  Germany.  The  elder  Mr.  Knapp  while  in 
his  native  land  learned  the  business  of  a  butcher, 
but  later  became  a  farmer.  Our  subject's  mother 
was  Anna  Mary  (Northway)  Knapp,  also  a  native 
of  Wurtemberg.  The  family  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  1828-29,  settling  first  in  Philadelphia,  where 
the  head  of  the  family  followed  the  business  of 
butchering  for  a  period  of  about  three  years.  In 
L842  they  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  upon  the 
farm  which  our  subject  now  owns  in  Freedom 
Township. 

At  the  time  of  our  subject's  advent  hither  there 
were  but  few  improvements  in  the  township.  The 
country  was  almost  all  heavily  timbered  and  there 
was  on  the  place  a  tiny  log  house  and  a  log  stable. 
Our  subject's  father  died  in  1857.  His  mother  sur- 
vived until  1881.  They  were  the  parents  of  live 
children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living — our  subject 
and  his  brother,  William  J.,  who  is  in  the  hardware 


business  at  Chelsea.  The  religious  training  to 
which  Jacob  Knapp  was  brought  up  was  that  of 
the  Evangelical  Church  of  which  his  parents  were 
members,  the  father  having  been  a  Deacon  in  the 
same.  lie  also  took  an  active  part  in  local  politics 
and  was  an  old-line  Whig.  Many  times  he  stood 
as  candidate  for  various  offices  in  this  locality,  but 
his  party  was  in  hopeless  minority. 

Jacob  Knapp  was  the  eldest  child  born  to  his 
parents,  his  birthday  being  March  15,  1842,  and 
his  natal  place  being  Philadelphia.  The  same 
year  the  family  came  to  Michigan  where  as  the  child 
grew  older  he  attended  the  district  school  and  ac- 
quired a  practical  knowledge  of  the  ordinary 
branches  there  taught.  He  also  had  the  additional 
advantages  of  a  short  time  at  the  Union  School  of 
Jackson.  The  decease  of  his  father  occurring  wdien 
he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  three  years  later  he  as- 
sumed the  full  charge  of  the  farm  and  has  ever 
since  remained  here.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty-two  acres,  having  about  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  carries  on  general  farming. 

Since  becoming  proprietor  in  full  of  the  place 
our  subject  has  greatly  increased  its  value  by  add- 
ing to  its  buildings  and  erecting  new  barns.  He 
here  has  a  very  pleasant  home  and  everything  re- 
quired to  lead  a  comfortable  and  happy  life.  He 
is  the  owner  of  some  line  stock,  making  a  specialty 
of  tine-wool  sheep,  lie  also  has  some  tine  draft 
horses  and  deals  in  Hie  last  named  stock  to  quite  a 
considerable  extent,  making  frequent  trips  to  Ohio 
for  the  purpose  of  there  buying  the  finer  breeds. 

In  18(H)  the  original  of  our  sketch  was  married 
to  Miss  Dora  Schmidt,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Christina  (Rentier)  Schmidt,  who  came  to  Michigan 
about  1843-44,  settling  first  in  Scio  Township. 
The  decease  of  Mrs.  Knapp's  parents  occurred  at 
our  subject's  home,  they  passing  away  within  two 
years  of  each  other.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Mrs. 
Knapp  was  born  in  Germany  in  1843.  she  there 
received  a  good  education.  Our  subject  and  his 
u  ife  have  had  their  union  blessed  b\  the  birth  of  two 
children — Adam,  who  is  now  a  student  at  the  High 
School  at  Manchester,  ami  Emma  Johanna  Chris- 
tina, who  attends  school  at  home.     Oursubjecl  and 
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his  wife  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church  in 
Freedom  Township.  He  of  whom  we  write  has 
been  an  incumbent  of  local  offices  in  the  district 
for  many  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  :ii  Manchester,  and  is  :i 
Trustee  of  thai  society  al  the  present  time.  He 
also  united  with  the  Knights  of  Honor  of  Manches- 
ter, where  he  also  occupies  a  position  of  Trustee. 
He  moreover  belongs  to  the  Arbeiter  Verein  of 
of  Manchester  and  is  a  Trustee  of  that  order;  he  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  <>f  Manches- 
ter. In  politics  Mr.  Knapp  lias  always  been  very 
activeand  i>  a  warm  adherent  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  has  served  as  Constable  of  Freedom 
Township  and  a>  Highway  Commissioner  formany 
Mar-  and  for  live  years  held  the  position  of  Drain 
Commissioner;  was  Township  Clerk  for  three  years 
and  Deputy  Township  Clerk  for  five  years  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years,  which  latter 
office  he  is  uow  holding.  He  is  also  Health  Officer 
at  the  present  time  and  has  been  Township  Treas- 
urer. In  1880  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer 
and  re-elected  in  1882  thus  serving  four  years  in 
this  capacity.  For  twelve  \  ears  past  he  has  attended 
every  county  convention  and  has  also  served  many 
terms  on  the  Board  of  Canvass  and  for  eight  years 
past  has  been  an  attendant  al  the  Districl  and 
Senatorial  conventions,  frequently  serving  upon 
political  committees.  Mr.  Knapp  is  known  as  fig- 
uring  among    the    prominent    politicians  of    this 

stale. 


c^ 


i  dl.\  I  .  P  \(  KARD.  This  representative 
farmer  in  Salem  Township  was  born  therein 
in  1831.  His  parents,  Orson  and  Rhoda 
(Raymour)  Packard,  located  in  what  i^  now 
this  township  in  1830.  Their  journey  was  made 
through  great  difficulties  and  the  lasl  stage  of  it — 
the  m\  miles  from  Plymouth  to  their  new  home- 
was  taken  on    foot.      Tlie\    had  conic  as  far  as  that 

in   a    wagon,  and    there   the    wife  shouldered   the 

rifle    and    the  husl 1  the  hal>\  (their  first   bora) 

and   they  walked  to  Salem  Township.     Here  Mr. 


Packard  put  up  a  shanty  and  immediately  began 
to  clear  away   the   timber   from   the   eighty    acres 

which   he   had    purchased    fr the    Government. 

The  parent-  experienced  all  the  hardships  of  the 
pioneei  life  they  had  chosen  and  lived  to  see  the 
wilderness  blossom  like  the  rose,  the  father  dying 
in  1887.  He  was  born  January  2:i.  1806,  in  .Mace- 
don.  Wayne  <  lounty  .  X.  Y.,  and  was  a  son  of  John 
Packard.  Si.,  who  was  of  English  descent. 

Alter  growing  up  upon  thi  farm  our  subjeel  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years  look  up  the  dad.' of  a 
carpenter  which  he  followed  for  twenty-five  years, 
living  meanwhile  since  the  spring  of  1855  where 
he  now  resides.  He  was  married  in  1854  to  Miss 
Chloe   M.,  daughter  of  Silas  Wheelock,  and    unto 

this    union     were    horn    three    children.    Carrie     S.. 

Mary  E.   and  Orson    W.,  the  lasl  named  dying  in 

child! 1.      The  oldest   daughter   i>   the   wife   of 

William     Lykc.  of    Canton.    Wayne    County,    and 
Mary  is  now  Mrs.  George  Gale. 
Mr.  Packard  has  been  actively  identified  ineverj 

way  with    the    best    interests  of    the    county  ami    is 

highly  respected  throughout  the  community.  In 
his  political  affiliations  he  is  counted  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Republican  party  and  ha-  greal  faith  in  ii- 
ultimate  triumph.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our 
subjeel  are.  Mary  A.,  who  became  th<'  wit.  .if  Levi 
C.  Quackenbusk;  <  \  nthia  A..  Mrs.Theron  Wyckoff, 
of  Salem  Township,  and  Harvej  (  .  D.,  also  residing 
in  that  township. 

Tin'    parent-    of    our    subject     were    well    known 

throughout  the  community  a-  eamesl  and  con- 
scientious Christians  and  membersof  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  father  embraced  Christianity 
in  the  year  1835  and  the  mother  in  1841,  and  they 
were  among  those  who  a>sisted  in  the  organization 

of  that  church  in  Salem.      The  convention  for  thai 

purpose  was  held  upon  their  farm  in  the  year  I  s  1 1 . 
Mr.  Packard  was  scrupulously  honest  and  was  a1 
all  times  recognized  a-  one  of  the  most  stanch  and 
reliable  of  men. 

Mrs.  Packard  i-  a  daughter  of  Si l:i>  ami  Almira 
( I  hirani  i  Wheelock,  natives  of  t  (ntario  ( lounty  .  \. 
Y.  and  Berkshire  County.  Mass.,  respectively.  It 
was  as  earty  as  1826  when  Mr.  Wheelock  first  came 
to   Washtenaw  County  and   here  he   bought  land 

and  then   returned   to  New  York   to  >eeurc  hi-  bride. 
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He  did  not  return  with  her  until  182*.  and  in 
Washtenaw  County  their  six  children  weie  born, 
namely:  Caroline  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
George  Sim.ii  and  died  soon  after;  Jerry  L.,  now 
residing  in  Shiawassee  County;  Chloe  M.,  Mrs. 
Packard;  George  1)..  deceased;  RobertT.and  Royal 
S.,  both  of  Howell. 


.■-.- 


t^z  •••  c^n^ 


'  AMES  BURRILL  ANGELL,  President  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  was  horn  in 
the  town  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  on  the  7th  of 
January,  1829.  lie  is  the  eldest  of  eight 
children,  a  son  of  Andrew  Aldrieh  and  Aniey 
(Aldrieh)  Angell,  and  is  directly  descended  from 
Thomas  Angell.  who  came  from  Massachusetts  to 
Rhode  Island  with  Roger  Williams. 

The  early  education  of  James — that  is  until  he 
was  about  seven  years  of  age — was  obtained  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  town.  He  then 
studied  in  an  excellent  private  school  near  his 
home,  where  he  remained  lour  years.  He  was 
then  for  two  years  a  pupil  in  academies  in  See- 
konk,  Mass..  and  in  North  Scituate,  li.  I.  This 
was  followed  by  a  like  period  of  time  in  work  on 
his  father's  farm.  The  boy  finished  his  prepara- 
tion for  college  in  the  University  Grammar  School 
in  Providence,  chiefly  under  the  instruction  of 
Dr.  Henry  Simmons  Frieze,  present  Professor  of 
Latin  in  the  University  of  Michigan. 

James  entered  Brown  University  as  a  Freshman 
in  September,  1845 — which  institution  was  then 
under  the  direction  of  that  great  teacher,  Dr. 
Wayland.  Among  his  contemporaries  in  college 
wcri'  the  Hon.  S.  S.  Cox.  Chief  Justice  Durfer.  of 
Rhode  Island,  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher,  of  Yah'  Theological 
Seminary.  Judge  Dickman,  of  Cleveland,  Rev. 
Dr.  Murray.  Dean  of  Princeton  College,  and  the 
late  Prof.  Diman.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
University  in  181!).  with  the  highest  honors  of 
his  class.  "Undergraduate  honors  do  not  often 
forecast  a  similar  success  in  the  affairs  of  real  life. 
but  it  is  worth  while  to  recall  that  a  tradition 
still  lingers  at  Drown  of  the  remarkable  successes 


of  this  young  student,  achieved  forty  years  ago. 
Such  versatility  and  mental  grasp  did  he  display 
that  the  elders  of  the  college  did  not  hesitate  to 
rise  up  and  declare  that  tin'  world  contained  great 
prizes  for  a  youth  to  whom  the  Homeric  theory 
and  the  nebular  hypothesis  offered  equal  charms. 
Such  an  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  college  professors 
is  not.  unhappily,  always  dependable,  hut  in  this 
case  it  has  been  sufficiently  sustained." 

It  was  during  his  collegiate  studies  that  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  influenced  in  no  small  de- 
gree by  the  deep  and  simple  faith  of  Dr.  Wayland, 
became  a  professor  of  religion,  attaching  himself 
to  the  Congregational  Church.  During  the  last 
year  of  his  college  course  he  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  would  enter  the  ministry,  but  this 
purpose  he  subsequently  abandoned,  having  con- 
tracted a  disease  of  the  throat — a  sufficient  cause 
for  his  abandonment  of  the  plan  of  studying  the- 
ology. 

For  a  year  after  graduation  the  young  man 
was  assistant  in  the  University  library,  giving,  at 
the  same  time,  private  instruction  to  a  student. 
He  then  spent  a  winter  traveling  through  the 
South  on  horseback  lor  his  health  which,  upon  his 
return,  was  so  precarious  that  it  was  thought  nec- 
essary for  him  to  lead  an  out-door  life.  He  there- 
upon decided  to  take  up  civil  engineering,  enter- 
ing the  office  of  F.  S.  Chesborough,  city  engineer 
of  Boston,  in  charge  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Works  (afterward  city  engineer  of  Chicago),  and 
spending  some  months  in  the  work.  But,  in  De- 
cember, 1851,  an  opportunity  presenting  itself 
to  go  to  Europe  for  a  few  months,  he  gave  up 
engineering  and  started  on  a  trip  to  the  Old 
World.  Soon  after  arriving  there,  he  was  invited 
by  the  trustees  of  Brown  University  to  lake  the 
chair  of  Modern  Languages  or  the  chair  of  Civil 
Engineer,  as  he  mighl  prefer,  and  remain  in  Eu- 
rope to  study,  lie  chose  the  former,  and  remained 
until    August,     IS.".:;,    traveling    and    studying    in 

I  l.il\  .  l'r: e  and   <  ^erniany. 

The  chair  of  Modern  Languages  and  Literature 
in  Brown  University  was  Blled  by  Prof.  Angell 
until  I860,  with  the  mosl  gratifying  success.  He 
developed  the  highesl  qualities  as  a  teacher  during 
its  administration,      "His  own    ripe  culture   ill  this 
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department;  his  admirable  taste;  bis  enthusiastic, 
stimulating  mind;  liis  hearty  convictions,  com- 
bined with  attractive  methods  of  tuition,  made 
Iii iii  one  of  the  most  successful  professors  in  :i 
university  which  has  not  been  wanting  in  some 
of  our  most  influential  educators."  [n  short,  his 
versatility  was  found  to  include  the  rare  gift  of 
imparting  knowledge  in  an  original  and  attrac- 
tive manner:  hence  his  success. 

Bui  Prof.  Angel]  was  nol  only  of  the  cloister 
— he  was  a  man  of  the  world  in  the  true  sense  of 
the  term,  lie  kept  himself  "posted"  in  outside 
atT:iir<.  a-  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  during  the 
lasl  two  years  of  his  professorship  he  wrote  most, 
of  the  leading  articles  in  the  Providence  Journal, 
a  newspaper  which  has  always  Keen  noted  for  the 
ability  of  its  editorials.  In  I860  the  lion.  Henry 
B.  Anthony,  having,  in  1858,  been  elected  United 

Stales    Senator,  offered     to    Prof.  Angell  the  whole 

editorial  care  of  the  paper.  ■•This  position  In-  ac- 
cepted and  held  for  six  years.  lie  (-.inducted  the 
Journal  during  the  period  of  the  Civil  War.  It 
was  aim 'in:  the  most  uncompromisingly  loyal:  it 
never  faltered  in  its  support  of  the  Government, 
and  was  never  despondent.  In  the  darkest  hour 
of  the  struggle  the  well-known  buoyancy  and 
manly  courage  of  its  editor  found  daily  expres- 
sion in  his  editorials,  some  of  which  were  circu- 
lated as  campaign  documents  during  the  critical 
periods  of   the  conllict." 

Prof.  Angell  was  now  offered  the  Presidency  of 
the  University  of  Vermont,  and  this  position  he 
accepted,  his  inauguration  taking  place  in  August, 
1866.  His  address  upon  that  occasion,  although 
prepared  necessarily  in  greal    haste,  is  remembered 

as  a  masterly  effort.  He  took  charge  Of  the  insti- 
tution at  a  most  unfortunate  period;  money  was 
to  l.e  raised  —  students  were  to  he  broughl  in.  It 
has  been  said,  with  truth,  that  "he  assumed  the 
duties  of  Ins  new  office  at  a  time  when  the  for- 
tunes <ff  tin'  college  were  at  a  low  ebb,  and  it-  fu- 
ture seemed  somewhat  overcast;  but  he  gave  him- 
self up  to  these  duties  with  so  much  organizing 
and  executive  ability,  with  so  clear  and  accurate 
a  perception  of  the  true  idea  of  collegiate  educa- 
tion; he  broughl  to  hi-  chair  so  much  of  the  finest 
culture,  so  much  attractiveness    and    power  in  per- 


sonal character,  such  line  gifts  a-  an  instructor  as 
to  render  the  future  of  the  college  dei  idedly  hope- 
ful." Eighty  thousand  dollars  were  flnallj  raised, 
.■in.l  the  number  of  -indent-  was  largely  increased. 
In  I868"the  degree  of  1. 1.. I),  was  conferred  upon 
Prof.    Angell    by    his    Alma     .Mater — the    highest 

honor  she  could  give  one  of  her  son nt   the  same 

time  selecting  him  for  the  annual  oration  before 
it- Alumni  ,-it  the  Commencement,  in  1869. 

Dr.  Angell  during  the  last  year  mentioned  was 
invited  to  take  the  position  of  Presidenl  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  hut  declined  because  he 
fell  he  could  not  properly  leave  the  Vermont  in- 
stitution at  that  time:  however,  the  invitation 
having  been  renewed  in  1871,  he  concluded  to  ac- 
cept. This  brought  him  to  Ann  Arbor — to  the 
heel  of  the  leading  educational  institution  in  the 
West.  Hut  we  cannot  dismiss  the  subjeel  withoul 
something  of  an  elaboration  concerning  the  ap- 
pointment, acceptance  ami  inauguration  of  Dr. 
Angell  as  President  of  the  University,  because  of 
the  interest  thereby  awakened. 

'■Immediately  after  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Ha- 
ven,"says  a  late  writer,  "a  committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed whose  duty  it  was  to  select  hi-  successor. 
The  members  of  the  committee  visited  the  Ka-t 
and  first  offered  the  Presidency  to  Presidenl  See- 
lye,  of  Amherst  College.  After  some  considera- 
tion he  declined  it.      Upon  therci inieudation  of 

Prof.  Frieze,  the  committee  then  visited  Vermont 
University  to  learn  of  Presidenl  Angell  if  he 
would  accept  the  position.  He  visited  Ann  Arbor 
and  was  unanimously  elected  President  by  the 
Board  of  Regents.  So  greal  was  the  opposition 
made  by  Presidenl  Angell's  friend-  in  Vermont 
to  his  leaving  the  University  of  Vermont,  that  he. 
too.  was  obliged,  reluctantly,  the  regents  were 
assured,  to  decline  tin  offi<  e. 

••The  committee  continued  their  efforts  in  search 
for  a  President;  eighteen  months  passed  and  still 
the  office  wa-  vacant.  Satisfied  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  Acting  President  Frieze  during  thai 
time,  the  regents,  al  an  informal  meeting  of  all 
hut    one.  directed    the    chairman  of    this  committee 

to  converse  with  Prof.  Frieze  and  intimate  to  him 
that  he  would  probably  be  chosen  President  al  the 

next  meeting  if  he  would  accept  the  position,     lie 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


623 


replied  that  he  did  not  wish  the  permanent  posi- 
tion  of  President,  that  he  believed  that  President 
Angell  could  ultimately  lie  obtained,  and  he  was 
willing  to  aeeept  the  Presidency  only  to  such  time 
as  President  Angell  could  he  procured. 

"A  correspondence  was  again  opened  with  Presi- 
dent Angell,  and  in  February,  1871,  he  was  a  sec- 
ond time  elected  President  by  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, — That  Hon.  .lames  K.  Angell,  LL.D., 
be  declared  elected  President  of  the  University 
at  a  salary  of  $4,500  a  year  and  house  rent,  and 
that  his  expenses  of  removal  from  Vermont  to  Ann 
Arbor  be  paid  by  the  University,  his  salary  to  be- 
gin August  1,  1871. 

"This  invitation  was  accepted.  Dr.  Angell  was 
inaugurated  President  of  the  University  by  Act- 
ing President  Frieze  on  Commencement  Day.  June 
28,  1871.  The  warm  welcome  publicly  given  him 
by  Prof.  Frieze  found  a  response  among  the  stu- 
dents and  citizens  of  the  State.  No  less  heartily 
was  greeted  the  new  President's  graceful  tribute 
to  Prof.  Frieze:  'And,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  that  I 
count  it  as  one  of  my  chief  encouragements,  and 
as  my  special  good  fortune,  that,  in  entering  on 
my  duties,  I  can  lean  on  the  tried  arm  of  one 
whose  character  and  scholarship  and  friendship  I 
learned  to  esteem  long  years  ago,  in  my  boyhood, 
and  whose  two  years'  administration  of  the  Presi- 
dency has  been  so  honorable  to  himself  and  so 
useful  to  the  University.'  " 

The  institution  that  Dr.  Angell  was  thus  called 
upon  to  direct  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  great 
prosperity;  nevertheless,  because  of  the  recent  in- 
novations, all  his  administrative  skill  was  quickly 
brought  into  requisition — with  what  success  has 
already  been  told  in  this  number  of  the  "Maga- 
zine of  Western  History."  (December,  1886.) 
We  may  supplement  the  statement  before  made, 
however,  by  saying  that  since  Dr.  Angell  has  been 
at  the  head  of  affairs  in  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan a  number  of  buildings  have  been  erected 
(though  he  by  no  means  claims  the  sole  credit  of 
their  erection.)  We  enumerate:  the  main  build- 
ing of  the  library  department,  the  museum,  the 
hospitals,  the  boiler  house,  the  wing  of  the  dental 
college,  the  library,  the  engineering  laboratory  ; 
and  the  chemical  laboratory  has  been  nearly  quad- 


rupled in  size.  The  elective  system  lias  been  in- 
troduced in  the  literary  department;  the  medical. 
law  and  dental  courses  have  all  been  lengthened; 
the  general  order  has  been  greatly  improved;  the 
variety  of  courses  of  instruction  has  been  greatly 
enlarged,  and  the  standard  of  attainment  in  all 
departments  greatly  elevated. 

But  we  have  anticipated.  In  1879  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stutes  appointed  Dr.  Angell 
minister  to  China,  as  is  well  known.  Now.  this 
was  in  no  sense  a  political  appointment.  It  was  a 
tribute  paid  to  a  man  having  a  national  reputa- 
tion as  a  learned,  polished  and  refined  gentleman 
—as  the  honored  President  of  an  educational  in- 
stitution the  peer  of  any  in  the  land.  It  was  an 
appointment  eminently  fitted  to  be  made.  A  bit 
of  history  must  now  be  indulged  in. 

During  the  "Sand  Lot"  troubles  in  San  Fran- 
eiseo  Congress  was  urgently  called  upon  to  re- 
vise the  (then)  existing  Burlingame  treaty  with 
China,  in  some  way  so  as  to  restrain  the  un- 
licensed immigration  of  coolies,  and  satisfv  the 
unruly  demands  of  Pacific  Slope  Labor.  Secre- 
tary Evarts  was  instructed  that  such  a  revision 
must  be  made,  and  the  Secretary,  casting  about  for 
a  suitable  person  to  undertake  a  mission  so  deli- 
cate and  so  important,  hit  upon  President  Angell. 
prompted  by  reasons  in  his  favor  just  enumer- 
ated. The  proposal  first  made  was  that  Dr.  Angell 
should  simply  assume  the  chairmanship  of  a  com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  relation.-  arising  out  of 
the  Burlingame  treaty,  and  suggest  a  revision. 
But  the  diplomatic  relations  then  existing  with 
China  were  such  as  to  suggest  an  enlargement  of 
this  plan.  The  then  minister  to  that  country  was 
George  I'".  Seward,  a  nephew  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  Sec- 
retary of  State,  whose  appointment  had  arisen  out 
of  this  relationship,  but  whose  record  had  been 
far  from  satisfactory  to  the  State  Department.  In- 
deed, frequent  complaints  had  of  late  years  reached 
Washington,  some  of  them  of  a  serious  character. 
In  a  word,  if  was  deemed  besl  to  demand  Mr. 
Seward's  ret  urn  to  America,  and  Dr.  Angell  having 
accepted  a  simple  chairmanship  of  the  commis- 
sion, was  speedily  urged  to  go  to  China  as  min- 
ister-elect, commissioned  with  the  unpleasanl  duty 
of   bearing  to   Mr.  Seward   the  letter  recalling  him. 
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The  other  members  ol  the  commission  were  Will- 
iam H.  Trescott,  of  South  Carolina  and  John  F. 
Swift,  of  ( lalifornia. 

It  so  happened  thai  just  as  Dr.  Angell  and  his 
colleagues  arrived  al  l'ekin.  the  eminent  German 
in  mister.  Von  Brant,  had  just  concluded  an  unim- 
|ii)ii:mt  commercial  treaty  between  China  and  his 
government.  The  treaty,  unimportant  as  it  was. 
was  the  result  of  no  less  than  two  years  of  steady 
application  on  the  part  of  perhaps  the  ablest  and 
wittiest  European  minister  in  l'ekin.  Dr.  Angell 
previous  to  his  departure  from  America  had  ob- 
tained <me  year's  leave  of  absence  from  the  re- 
gents nf  the  University  of  Michigan,  expecting 
to  complete  his  duties  within  that  time.  When 
he  made  this  fact  known  to  the  European  diplo- 
mats in  l'ekin  they  were  tilled  with  astonishment. 
"You  do  not  know  the  Chinese  Government," 
they  said.  "The  most  conservative,  the  slowest,  the 
most  jealous  of  foreigners  on  earth,  (io  back  and 
have  your  leave  of  absence  extended. to  live  years, 
and  you  may  have  time  enough  to  accomplish 
your  mission." 

With  tliis-  discouraging  outlook,  the  commission 
started  out.  How  little  the  Europeans  had  calcu- 
lated on  the  efficiency  of  alert  American  methods 
is  sufficiently  shown  by  the  fact  that  within  sixty 
days  Dr.  Angell  and  his  colleagues  had  secured 
not  only  a  satisfactory  and  friendly  revision  of 
the  Burlingame  treaty  iii  respect  to  the  importa- 
tion of  Chinese  lalior.  hut  an  important  commer- 
cial treaty  as  well,  regulating  the  importation  of 
opium. 

And  here,  we  may  add.  that  the  Protestant 
Chinese  converts  had  been  taxed  in  their  villages 
for  support  of  festivals  in  heathen  temples.  This 
was  a  hardship  and  a  wrong.  The  Roman  Catho- 
lic converts  were  exempt  from  this  task.  Dr. 
\  1 1 ■_■  i ■  1 1  took  up  the  matter  and  got  the  Chinese 
Government   to  issue  a    mandate   exempting   the 

Protestants.      This    was   gratefully    appreciated    l>\ 

them,  Aside  from  the  Chinese  mission,  which  he 
resigned  as  soon  as  the  appointed  work  was  dune. 
Dr.  Angell  has  never  departed  from  his  lalior  as 
Presidenl  of  the  University  of  Michigan  since  his 
inauguration. 

Winn    Dr.   Angell    assumed    the    Presidency    at 


Ann  Arbor  there  were  more  than  a  thousand  stu- 
dents in  the  institution;  there  are  now  something 
over  fifteen  hundred.  The  cares  growing  out  of 
the  great  responsibilities  of  his  station  have  nol 
prevented  him  from  making  his  influence  fell  in 
the  State  at  large.  "His  addresses  on  literary  and 
educational  topics  in  different  portions  of  Michi- 
gan; his  generous  and  elegant  hospitality  to  all 
alumni  and  friends  of  the  university;  his  earnest 
Christian  sympathy,  as  shown  in  his  liaeealaureale 
discourses,  as  well  as  his  less  formal  addresses  to 
students;  his  happy  methods  in  keeping  in  har- 
mony the  various  elements  of  the  different  facul- 
ties; his  genial  firmness  as  a  disciplinarian,  to- 
gether with  his  remarkable  familiarity  with  the 
conditions  and  wants,  as  well  as  the  weaknesses. 
of  individual  students,  exert  a  permanent  and 
powerful  influence  in  behalf  of  higher  education 
in  Michigan  and  throughout  the  Northwest. 

The  .subject  of  this  sketch  was  married,  in  L855, 
to  Sarah  S.  Caswell,  daughter  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent Caswell,  of  Brown  University.  Dr.  Angell 
has  contributed  numerous  articles  to  the  "North 
American  Review,"  "Bibliotheca  Sacra."  and  other 
reviews  and  magazines,  all  indicating  the  pro- 
found scholarship  and  thought  of  their  author. 


RACY  LAY  TOWNER,  LL.  B.  isa  promising 

young  attorney  of  Ypsilanti  and  Ciicuit 
( lourt  ( lommissioner  of  Washtenaw  ( lounty. 
His  father.  Norman  K.  Towner  was  horn  in  Bata- 
via,  N.  V.  October  :'..  1816.  Hi-  grandfather, Gen. 
Ephraim  Towner,  was  born  in  Goshen,  Litchfield 
County,  Conn.,  and  was  but  a  younguian  when  he 
moved  to  West  Bloomfield,  <  (ntario  County,  thence 
to  Batavia,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  tanner  and  manufacturer 
of  leather;  he  also  engaged  in  farming  having  an 
improved  farm  near  Batavia.  In  L835  he  came  to 
Michigan  locating  in  Ypsilanti  where  he  engaged 
in  the  groci  ry  business.  lie  died  in  1851.  Gen. 
Ephraim  Towner  entered  a  New  York  Regiment  as 
Lieutenant  in  the  War  of  L812.      Later  mi  he    was 
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active  in  the  State  Militia  and  was  ( Jeneral  of  a  divi- 
sion,also  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  troops  between 
Buffalo  and  Canandaigua.  1 1  is  ancestors  originally 
came  from  England  in  1689.  Our  subject's  grand- 
mother, Anna  Kellogg,  was  bora  in  Berkshire 
County,  Mass.  She  died  in  Batavia,  N.  Y..  in  1816. 
Her  father,  Elijah  Kellogg,  was  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  was  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  Towner's  father  was  reared  in  Batavia  on  a 
farm.  When  fourteen  years  of  age  he  began  clerk- 
ing, following  that  business  until  183(!  when  he 
went  to  Chicago,  coming  all  the  way  by  stage.  In 
1839  he  went  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.  where  he  obtained 
the  ti rsf  commission  for  buying  wheat  in  Chicago. 
He  was  employed  as  clerk,  also  book-keeper  in  a  gen- 
eral store,  but  lie  soon  engaged  in  business  for  him- 
self as  ship  chandler,  supplying  vessels  for  two 
years.     About   1*17   he  became  connected   in   the 

Galena  &  Chicago  Union  Railroad  as  1 k-keeper 

and  later  was  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  oper- 
ating department  of  the  same  road.  He  staid 
with  them  until  IS;");").  In  1856  he  came  to  Ypsi- 
lanti,  where  he  now  resides.  lie  was  married.  May 
16,  1854,  to  Miss  Jcannette  Spencer,  who  was  born 
in  Connecticut  in  1836.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Nor- 
man Spencer,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  Her  ances- 
tors came  from  England  in  1628.  His  mother  came 
to  Michigan  when  she  was  a  year  old  and  was  mar- 
ried here.  To  the  parents  of  our  subject  five  chil- 
dren were  born — Carrie  L.,  Guy  C.  (deceased), 
Anna  II.,  Tracy  Lay  and  Laura  M.  (deceased). 

Tracy  Lay  Towner  was  horn  in  Ypsilanti,  March 
•>,  1*64,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated  attend- 
ing the  public  schools.  At  the  a^e  of  fifteen  years 
he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  printer 
in  the  Commercial  office  under  Charles  Moore,  for 
two  years.  He  was  afterward  with  Mr.  M.  T.  Wood- 
ruff on  the  YpsUantian.  He  then  was  under  ('apt. 
Spencer  as  clerk  in  the  Post-office.  In  1885  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  law  under  Regent  Whitman,  re- 
maining with  him  Cor  about  one  year,  and  in  1886 
entered  the  University  of  Michigan  in  the  law  de- 
partment, graduating  in  Ikh.s  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Law.  lie  was  a  practicing  attorney 
in  Judge  Ninde's  Office  until  he  died.  lb'  and  E. 
P.  Allen  now  occupy  the  same  ollicc  June  10, 
1891  he  was  appointed  (  in  uit  Court  ('< lissioncr 


by  Gov.  Winans,  to  fill  a  vacancy  by  Frank 
Joslyn's  removal.  This  ollicc  he  holds  until  Jan- 
uary 1.  1893.  He  is  the  youngesl  officer  in  the 
county,  lie  is  local  agent  for  six  different  fire  in- 
surance companies.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Masons  and  Junior  Warden  of  Phoenix 
Lodge,  No.  13,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church    and  a  Democrat  in    politics. 
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\fOHN  LUCAS.  Wean-  pleased  to  give  in 
this  volume  many  sketches  of  our  estimable 
German  American  citizens,  who  have  done 
such  excellent  work  in  helping  to  develop 
the  various- resources  of  Ann  Arbor.  The  one  of 
whom  we  now  write  has  for  years  been  doing  ex- 
cellent work  as  a  contractor  and  builder  in  this 
city  and  is  considered  as  a  truly  Americanized  res- 
ident, although  he  was  born  in  He-sen  Darmstadt 
near  the  river  Rhine,  May  24,  1841.  His  parents 
were  John  and  Catherine  (Horn)  Lucas  and  his 
father  was  a  stone  and  brick  mason  and  contractor 
and  followed  that  line  of  work  through  the  greater 
portion  of  his  life. 

It  was  about  the  year  1852  that  this  family  emi- 
grated to  Canada,  and  there  settled  for  some  years. 
Upon  the  death  of  the  mother  John  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources  and  determined  to  learn 
his  father's  trade.  He  took  a  regular  apprentice- 
ship of  three  years  and  acquainted  himself  with 
all  departments  of  the  business  including  plaster- 
ing. Upon  the  completion  of  his  apprenticeship 
in  New  Hamburg,  Canada,  he  removed  to  Ann 
Arbor,  where  he  at  once  began  working  at  bis 
trade  and  soon  entered  upon  contracting,  laying 
the  foundation  and  stone  work  for  many  of  the 
principal  -tores  and  dwellings  in  this  city.  lie 
has  now  under  contract  the  two  large  buildings  for 
the  hospital  of  the  Medical  Department  of  tin'  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Lucas  is  a  practical  mason  himself , thus  se- 
curing many  advantages,  and  is  also  possessed 
of  good  judgment  and  financial  ability.  He  built 
for    himself    on    Jefferson    Street    a    line   residence 
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of  modern  architectural  design,  with  beautiful  sur- 
roundings. He  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
union  being  in  L862  with  Miss  Eliza  Rodting  of 
Canada,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  died,  leaving 
four  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living — 
John  I-"..  Catherine  and  Elizabeth.  In  1872  be 
married  liis  present  wife,  Miss  Elizabeth  Wagner, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Eliza  (Kit/.)  Wagner,  and 
they  have  had  sis  children — Louie  II.,  Edward, 
Anna,  Jacob,  Conrad  and  Otto.  Mr.  Lucas  is  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 
and  both  lii' and  bis  wife  are  devoted  members  of 
Zion  Lutheran   Church. 


J 


y  ESTER  H.  SWEETLAND.  Age  lias  not 
)  laid  its  dignifying  hand  upon  our  subject, 
A  but  the  weight  and  responsibility  of  chief 
local  official  of  Lodi  Township  have  been  assigned 
to  him,  because  of  his  peculiar  fitness  as  a  man  of 
ability  and  rare  judgment.  He  is  an  intelligent 
and  enterprising  young  farmer,  and  a  native  of 
tliis  township,  having  been  born  just  across  the 
road  from  where  he  now  lives,  on  the  old  Sweet- 
land  homestead,  on  section  !'.  Lodi  Township,  bis 
natal  day  having  been  October  22,  1855.  He  is  a 
son  of  Oleton  and  Delilah  (Holden)  Sweetland, 
natives  of  Genesee  County.  X.  Y.  They  came  to 
Michigan  in  1835,  ami  were  here  among  the  earli- 
liest  settlers,  having  cleared  and  improved  the 
farm  On  which  the  father  still  lives. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  stricken  with  death 
about  1871,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  Mr. 
Sweetland,  Sr.,  is  an  ex-Supervisor  of  this  town- 
ship and  an  able  man,  wlio  lias  won  the  respect  of 
all  who  know  him.  There  were  three  children 
that  were  the  issue  of  the  first  family.  His  first 
wife  died,  ami  not  a  great  while  after  he  again 
married,  and  the  second  marriage  resulted  in  the 
birth  of   four  children,  all  of   whom  are  living. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  acquired  bis  educa- 
tion in  its  rudimentary   branches   in    the   district 

Schools  of    the  vicinity  of  his  home,  after  which  he 


attended  the  I'nion  School  at  Ann  Arbor  for  a 
year,  anil  on  returning  taught  for  one  year  in  bis 
home  district.  lie  remained  at  home  until  1887, 
but   prior  to  that   bad    conducted    the    work    of    the 

farm  for  several  years.  In  1.HK7  he  induced  Miss 
Clara  Zahni  to  give  up  her  lifeof  single  blessedness 
and  take  up  the  lines  with  him.  The  lady  is  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Elinor  (Ambrooster) 
Zahm,  both  natives  of  Michigan, and  both  of  whom 
are   still  living  on    their  farm  in  this  township. 

Politically  the  original  of  our  sketch  IS  in 
favor  of  Democracy  and  Democratic  institutions. 
He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  Hancock  in  1880. 
lie  is  generally  recognized  as  a  young  man  of  un- 
usual intelligence  and  ability,  and  has  been  sent  as 
a  delegate  to  county  and  State  conventions.  lie 
was  elected  to  his  first  office  as  School  Inser- 
ter and  served  in  this  capacity  for  three  years;  he 
was  next  elected  Township  Clerk  and  served 
four  years,  and  then  was  made  Supervisor  of  the 
township  by  the  election  of  1890,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing his  second  term. 

Socially  Mr.  Sweetland  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees.  Himself  liberal  in  religious 
matters,  his  wife  is  a  communicant  with  the  Ger- 
man Lutherans.  Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  sections  1  and 
5;  here  he  raises  all  kinds  of  stock  and  carries  on 
a  profitable  and  extensive  business  in  mixed  farm- 
ing. His  success  has  been  so  marked  thus  fai  that 
his  friends  expect  of  him  extending  influence  and 
prominence  for  the   future 
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EDWARD  A.  NORDMAN.  The  quickening 
sun  and  benign  dews  that  have  kissed  the 
ripening  grain  throughout    the  country    of 

this  portion  of  the  Slate,  has  found  no  more  fer- 
tile tract  or  attractive  farm  than  that  located  on 
section  1  I.  Lima  Township,  and  owned  by  the  g<  n- 
tleman  whose  name  is  above.  Although  our  sub- 
ject  is  a  native   of  the   Quaker    State,  be    is   of 

German  ancestry.  I  lis  father.  Lewis  N<  udman.  "  as 
born  and  reared  in  the   Fatherland.     lie  there  mar- 
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ried  a  Miss  Craps,  also  a  native,  of  Germany,  and 
with  the  two  sons  who  had  been  born  to  them  m 
their  native  land,  they  set  sail  for  America  in 
1827.  settling  at  once  in  Pennsylvania  where  they 
remained  for  six  years.  There  the  mother  died, 
and  after  that  family  calamity  the  father  and  two 
sons  came  to  Michigan.  Edward  remained  in  the 
ci  urn  try.  while  the  father  and  brother  went  to  De- 
troit. 

Our  subject  was  only  six  years  of  age  when  the 
change  was  made  from  the  Last  to  the  northern 
tier  of  Central  States.  lie  has  since  lived  in  the 
township  of  Lima.  His  father  made  his  residence 
in  New  London,  Wis.,  his  decease  taking  place 
there  about  18o7.  Edward  A.  Nordman  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  November  26,  18211, and  on  being 
brought  to  Washtenaw  County  he  made  his  home 
with  an  uncle,  Gottlieb  Nordman,  until  he  hail 
reached  his  twentieth  year. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  began  his  career  as  a 
business  man  by  splitting  rails,  lie  made  one 
thousand,  and  afterward  procuring  a  grubbing  hoe, 
was  engaged  in  that  business  for  two  years.  He 
then  learned  the  carpenters'  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  seven  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land.  This  pur- 
chase he  made  in  1856,  and  it  is  the  nucleus  of 
the  place  upon  which  he  at  present  resides.  Since 
the  original  purchase  lie  has  added  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  now  being  possessed  of  two 
hundred  acres  of  tine  land.  This  he  has  cleared 
for  the  most  part,  and  erected  a  comfortable  and 
commodious  home  and  good  accessory  buildings. 
Our  subject's  marriage  took  place  in  18(12.  He 
found  h;s  bride  in  Lima  Township.  She  was  pre- 
vious to    her    marriage    Irene   C.    (Smith)     Horn. 

To  this  worthy  couple  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren—  Mary,  Emily  and  Lottie,  who  are  twins,  and 
George  W.  Emily,  Lottie  and  George  have  homes 
of  their  own  and  are  living  in  the  county,  not  far 
distant  from  their  parents.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Nordman  were  Henry  and  Wealthy  Smith,  na- 
tives of  Vermont  and  early  settlers  in  Washtenaw 
County. 

Our  subject  began  life  a  poor  boy  and  has  had 
no  assistance  in  working  out  his  career,  lie  has 
now  the  finest  property  in  Lima  Township   and   is 


indebted  to  no  one  for  the  advantages  that  he  en- 
joys. Socially  our  subject  is  not  only  popular  be- 
cause of  his  geniality,  but  is  respected  for  his 
natural  advantages.  He  belongs  to  the  Grangers 
and  has  been  Master  of  the  township  Grange  for 
several  years.  Independent  in  his  political  ideas, 
party  is  a  secondary  consideration  to  him.  but  he 
easts  his  vote  for  the  man  that  represents  his  ideas 
of  equity  and  justice  to  all  classes  of  society.  Our 
subject  did  not  begin  to  attend  school  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  then  only  during  I  he 
winter.  He,  however,  received  education  sufficient 
to  enable  him  to  grow  by  himself,  and  in  his  later 
manhood  he  has  been  quite  a  student,  and  to-day 
is  a  well-posted  man  on  general  topics.  He  is  in- 
dependent in  his  religious  belief,  believing  that 
deeds  and  actions  indicate  true  religion  more 
than  merely  being  a  member  of  a  religious  organi- 
zation. 


-h=^HBK^=  -*- 


ICHAEL  J.  HOWARD.  This  gentleman 
who  has  occupied  various  positions  of 
trust  in  Superior  Township,  was  born  in 
Webster  Township  in  1841.  His  father, 
Michael  J.  Sl'.,and  his  mother.  Man  Condon,  were 
both  natives  of  Ireland,  the  father  having  been 
born  in  County  Cork  in  ISO"),  and  having  come 
to  Vermont  in  18211.  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
until  18:51,  when  he  came  to  Washtenaw  County 
where  he  lived  until  the  time  of  his  death  which 
took  place  in  1885.  He  married  Mrs.  Mary  Cull- 
inan  in  1835.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  Con- 
don, and  was  born  in  the  same  county  as  her 
husband.  After  coming  to  this  county  she  resided 
for  some  time  in  New  York  and  then  married  John 
Cullman  and  had  one  son.  Timothy,  but  both  he 
and  his  father  died  many  years  ago. 

1'nto  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  seven 
children,  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject 
being  John,  who  resides  in  Seattle.  Wash.,  Edward, 
Martin.  Katie.  Mary  and  .lames  W.  He  of  whom 
we  write  had  his  training  and  education  upon  tin- 
farm  in  the  common  schools  of  the  county  and  was 
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married  in  1876  to  Miss  Julia  A.Gibney,  an  estim- 
able Christian  lady.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Peter 
Gibney,  a  resident  of  Washtenaw  County,  and  she 
passed  from  earth  in  January,  1886,  leaving  :i 
family  of  three  daughters,  Agnes  C,  Mary  J.  and 
Alma. 

Mr.  Howard  located  in  Superior  Township  in 
May,  1881,  and  bought  the  farm  where  he  now  re- 
sides. Since  1888  he  has  continuously  served  either 
as  Supervisor  or  Highway  Commissioner,  and  from 
1884  t<>  1886  he  wasJusticeof  the  Peace.  He  is  a 
stanch  Democrat  in  his  political  views  and  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 


AMES  L.  BABCOCK,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  whose  enterprise  has  already  made 
him  a  man  of  note  in  Ann  Aibor,  was  born 
in  Goshen,  Mass.,  in  February,  1845.  His 
father  was  Leland  A.  Hancock  and  his  mother 
Elizabeth  -James.  She  also  was  born  in  Goshen, 
and  her  father.  John  .lames,  was  descended  from 
ancestors  who  came  over  with  the  Pilgrim  Fathers 
.and  settled  near  Plymouth,  being  connected  by 
famih  ties  with  Miles  Standish.  The  grandfather 
on  the  father's  side.  Amos  Babcock,  was  horn  in 
Hartford,  (dun.,  where  he  permanently  settled  and 
reared  a  numerous  family. 

In  Northampton,  Mass.,  our  subject  first  attended 
the  common  schools  and  afterward  an  academy 
previous  to  entering  Amherst  College.  On  leaving 
college  he  came  West  and  embarked  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  on  Lake  Street,  Chicago,  continuing 
there  until  the  great  lire  in  1871,  which  led  him  to 
close  out  his  business  and  bring  his  capital  and  en- 
terprise tO  \iiii  Arbor.  Here  he  invested  in  bonds 
and  mortgages,  loaning  money  and  buying  and 
selling  paper.  During  the  winters  he  spends  much 
of  his  time  in  the  South  and  in  the  sun srs  trav- 
eling in  the  East  and  West  for  health  and  pleasure. 
He  has  recently  purchased  the  elegant  residence  of 
Dr.  Wells.  X.  Division  Street,  for  which  he  paid 
some  $10, I.  This  home  issurrounded  by  extensive 


and  beautiful  grounds,  richly  adorned  with  flowers 
and  ornamental  trees,  and  situated  in  the  most  de- 
lightful portion  of  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor.  It  is 
presided  over  by  the  mother  of  .lames  L.  Babcock, 
a  well  preserved,  intelligent  and  sprightly  lady 
and  a  sister  of  the  late  Luther  .lames  of  this 
city. 

Mr.  Babcock  is  a  nephew  of  the  late  Luther 
.lames,  who  at  his  death,  left  his  genial  and  favor- 
ite relative  $100,000  and  made  a  provision  in  his 
will  that  this  amount  should  be  doubled  if  Mr. 
Babcock  took  to  himself  a  wife  during  the  next 
five  years,  but  even  this  handsome  inducement  has 
failed  thus  far  to  make  our  subject  discontented 
with  the  reign  of  his  good  mother  over  his  house- 
hold, and  he  still  remains  in  single  blessedness. 
Mr.  James  took  an  earnest  interest  in  all  matters 
which  concerned  the  welfare  of  Ann  Arbor  and 
it  was  he  who  donated  the  $1,000  clock  in  the 
courthouse. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  Babcock  havebrougb.1 
him  into  affiliation  with  the  Republican  party  and 
he  is  an  earnest  upholder  of  its  principles  and  pol- 
icy. 


EORGE  McDOUGALL.  This  well-known 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  was  born  in  Ypsi- 
1  lanti  in  1841  and  is  the  sixth  in  age  in  a 
family  of  eight  children  who  were  born  to  George 
and  Mary  (Muir)  McDougall.  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Ayreshire.  Scotland.  There  they  grew  to 
maturity  in  their  native  home  and  although  they 
were  known  to  each  other  from  children  they  were 
not  married  until  after  coming  to  Michigan.  Mr. 
McDougall  came  in  the  company  of  his  wife's 
family  and  they  were  married  during  that  year, 
which  was  in  1828.  After  locating  in  Ypsilantihe 
followed  his  trade,  which  was  that  of  a  miller,  until 
about  the  year  1852  when  he  engaged  in  farming 
in  Superior  Township.  He  was  bereaved  of  his 
faithful  wife  in  1879  and  did  not  tarry  long  be- 
hind her.  as  he  too  was  called  from  the  activities 
of  life  in    1882. 

The  children    of    this  Worthy  couple  were  Kli/.a- 
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beth,  Andrew  M.,  Mary  A..  William,  Emma,  our 
subject,  John  A.  and  Henry  C.  The  first  live  have 
been  called  from  earth;  John  resides  in  Superior 
Township,  and  the  Rev.  Henry  C.  McDougall,  a 
Unitarian  minister,  makes  his  home  in  Rockland, 
Mass.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  No- 
vember 22,  1801,  and  was  a  son  of  William  Mc- 
Dougall, a  native  of  Kilmarnock,  Scotland.  IIe 
had  a  family  of  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  none 
Of  whom  left  the  old  country  except  the  father  of 
our  subject.  This  grandfather  was  also  a  miller 
and  followed  that  occupation  throughout  his  life. 
He  of  whom  we  write  was  in  1870  united  in  the 
holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with  Sarah  E.  Ferguson, 
daughter  of  Alpha  J.  Ferguson  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky. To  this  worthy  couple  have  been  burn 
four  children — Anna  E., George  F..  Andrew  II.  and 
Sarah  E.  In  political  matters  our  subject  is  an 
uncompromising  Democrat  and  is  absolutely  in 
favor  of  free  trade.  In  IW.i  Mr.  McDougall  served 
as  Secretary  of  the  County  Hoard  of  School  Exam- 
iners, which  office  he  lilled  throughout  that  year. 
In  1882-83  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  Superior 
Township,  a  position  to  which  he  was  elected  on 
the  Republican  ticket,  which  fact  shows  his  personal 
popularity  and  the  confidence  which  his  neighbors 
had  in  him  irrespective  of  party  ideas. 


pvEWTdN  E.  CRITTENDEN.  Noteworthy 
J    among  the  leading  agriculturists  and  stock- 

1  Z.  raisers  of  Washtenaw  County  and  one  of 
the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Ypsilanti  Township, 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  we  now  give.  He  is 
a  native  of  the  Wolverine  State,  having  been  born 
in  this  county  February  30,  1838.  His  parents 
were  both  New  Yorkers,  his  father,  Allen  Critten- 
den, having  emigrated  in  the  early  days  with  his 
wife.  Emily  (Reed)  Crittenden,  and  his  family, 
from  New  York.  They  settled  in  Pittsfiejd  Town- 
ship, this  county,  in  the  unbroken  forest, upon  land 
now  owned  by  one  of  his  sons.  Upon  this  farm, 
which  he  obtained  from  the  Government,  he  lived 
until  his  death.  April  10.  L866. 


Mr.  Crittenden  had  been  twice  married,  and  by 
the  mother  of  our  subject  (who  died  two  years 
previous  lo  his  decease)  he  had  a  large  familj  of 
children,  of  whom  the  following  survive:  Harriet. 
Mason  II..  Silas.  Newton  E.,  Samuel,  [da,  Nash  and 
Dwight.  The  eldest  daughter,  Harriet,  became  the 
wife  of  William  Lowden.  of  whom  a  biographical 
sketch  will  be  found  in  this  Album;  the  younger 
is  unmarried.  For  seventeen  years  Allen  Critten- 
den served  as  Supervisor  of  Pittsfield  Township 
and  his  memory  is  revered  as  one  of  the  most  worthy 
and  earliest  of  the  pioneers  of  this  township.  He 
served  as  Deacon  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
was  very  useful  in  religious  work. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  passed  in  this 
county  and  he  has  vivid  recollections  of  the  trials, 
privations  and  enjoyments  of  pioneer  times.  Hard 
work  was  a  part  of  the  daily  routine  and  felling  trees 
became  a  part  of  the  young  man's  regular  work. 
His  preliminary  education  was  provided  for  in  the 
district  schools  of  Wlieatfield  Township  and  he 
afterward  attended  for  two  years  the  Ypsilanti 
Seminary,  and  taught  the  winter  term  of  school 
for  two  years,  one  in  Ypsilanti  and  one  in  Pitts- 
field.  Most  of  his  life-work,  however,  has  been  in 
carrying  on  farming. 

Emily  Tripp  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  young 
woman  who  was  joined  in  marriage  with  our  sub- 
ject March  19,  1861.  She  was  born  in  Lenawee 
County.  Mich.,  anil  is  a  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Tripp,  a  pioneer  Baptist  minister  of  that 
county.  Three  of  the  four  children  of  this  couple 
are  now  living:  Eloise,  wife  of  Charles  I. owe: 
Ainie  and  Allic.  The  settlement  on  this  present 
farm  was  made  in  1859,  and  it  comprises  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres  in  Ypsilanti  Township,  and 
he  has  twenty  acres  in  Augusta  Township.  All  of 
this  line  property  has  been  gained  through  the 
industry  of  our  su  rjeel  and  his  worthy  wife,  and 
the\  have  found  time  amidst  their  labors  to  aid  m 
many  ways  all  efforts  to  elevate  the  social  condi- 
tions of  the  township.  They  are  both  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  and  active  in  its  work. 

Mi'.  Crittenden  raises  graded  Merino  sheep  and 

thoroughbred  horses  ami  takes  much   pride  in  these 

fine  animals.    He  is  an  intelligent  and  broad-minded 
man  and  keeps  himself  informed  in  regard  to  pub- 
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lie  affairs.  He  has  strong  faith  in  the  political  doc- 
trines of  the  party  which  supported  the  adminis- 
tration during  the  Civil  War  and  believes  thai 
with  them  is  the  true  essence  of  political  wisdom. 
He  is  identified  with  the  Ancienl  Order  of  United 
Workmen  at  Ypsilanti  and  is  active  in  its  work. 


ON.  HENRY  P.  CLOVER,   Mayor  of  Ypsi- 

\    l.uiti.  was  bom   in  Ontario  County,   N.   Y.. 

\\Ajp     March  3,    1837,  and   is  the  son  (if   Charles 

!p  W.  and  Mary  A.  (Powers)  Glover.  The 
father,  a  native  of  Conway,  Mass.,  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Phelps,  N.  Y.,  when  he  was  six  years  old, 
that  being  about  tin- year  L797.  The  grandfather 
became  a  pioneer  in  that  section  of  the  country 
and  was  ever  afterward  identified  with  its  interests 
until  called  hence  by  death.  In  that  county.  On- 
tario, Charles  W.  Glover  grew  to  maturity  and  was 
married  to  Miss  Powers. 

Until  about  1837  the  father  of  our  subject  re- 
mained a  resident  of  Webster,  N.   Y.,and  followed 

n cupation  of  farming.   At  that  time,  when  our 

subject  was  a  babe,  the  family  removed  to  Michigan, 
coming  overland  by  wagon  through  Ohio,  and 
arriving  in  the  township  of  Ypsilanti,  located  three 
miles  from  the  present  city  of  that  name.  The 
lather  had  come  hither  about  two  years  prior  to 
bringing  his  family  here  and  had  purchased  land. 
This  lie  proceeded  to  cultivate  and  redeem  from 
tin  wilderness,  and  it  remained  his  home  until  a 
few  years  before  his  death,  when  he  came  to  live 
with  our  subject.  A  prominent  citizen  of  this 
community,  he  was  tor  several  years  Township 
(  lerk.  and  held  other  minor  Offices  within  the  gift 
of  the  people.  When  his  death  occurred,  in  May. 
1866,  it  was  fell  to  beasevere  loss  not  only  by  the 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  he 
belonged,  hut  was  sincerely  mourned  by  those  pio- 
neers who  survived  him  and  the  younger  residents 
of  the  county,  who  fell  that  to  him  they  were  in- 
debted for  many  of  the  advantages  which  they 
enjoj  ed. 

Our  subject   was  one  of  four  children,  the  others 


being  Sarah,  now  Mrs.  A.  ('.  Blodgett  of  Detroit; 
Caroline,  who  Besides  in  Detroit;  and  Aristeen.  who 
is  now  teaching  in  Duluth,  Minn.  During  his 
childhood  Mr.  Clover  attended  the  schools  in  the 
neighborhood  of  his  home,  hut  at  an  early  age  was 
compelled  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
Thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at  the  aire  of  fifteen. 
he  entered  the  dry-goods  stoic  of  Ilewctt  BrOS.  & 
Co.,  and  remained  with  them  until  he  was  twenty- 
six  years  of  age,  in  188IJ.  Having  gained  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  business  by  experience  and  hav- 
ing also  carefully  saved  his  earnings  he  was  enabled 
to  go  into  business  for  himself,  which  he  did  at  the 
above-mentioned  date. 

After  having  been  engaged  as  a  merchant  and 
clerk  here  for  nearly  thirty-six  years  Mr.  Glover 
sold  out  his  business  in  November,  IKK*.  He  wa> 
still  too  young  to  retire  from  life's  active  duties. 
nor  was  long  continued  rest  pleasant  to  him.  He 
assisted  in  organizing  the  Dress  Stay  Manufacturing 
Company  and  furnished  capital  for  a  new  patent. 
This  is  a  corporate  institution  with  a  paid  up  cap- 
ital of  $200,000,  and  with  Mr.  Glover  as  President 
and  Fred  ('.  Andrews  as  Secretary,  Treasurer  and 
General  Manager,  lias  become  well  known  as  one 
of  the  solid  organizations  of  Ypsilanti.  Besides 
this.  Mr.  Glover  is  interested  in  another  important 
enterprise,  the  Scharf  Tag  Label  and  Box  Company, 
which  was  incorporated  for  $40,  000  with  $35,000 
paid  in.  The  officers  of  this  company  are  II.  P. 
(Mover.  President.  G.  II.  Scharf.  Vice-President. 
and  Fred  C.  Andrews.  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
They  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  tag  labels 
and  paper  boxes  of  all  kinds,  and  carry  on  an  ex- 
tensive and  lucrative  business  both  wholesale  and 
retail. 

The  tine  structure  occupied  by  tin-  Dress  Stay 
Manufacturing  Company  is  owned  by  Mr.  Glover, 
whoalso  erected  the  building  located  on  Pearl,  be- 
tween Washington  and  Huron  Streets,  and  used  as 
the  office  and  factory  of  the  Tag  Label  and  Box 
Company.  Among  all  the  elegant  structures  of 
which  Ypsilanti  is  justly  proud,  this  building  is  uni- 
versally conceded  to  be  the  finest  and  in  the  success 
of  the  incorporators  the  people  feel  justly  proud. 
The  company  gives  employment  to  nearly  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  people  and  has  a  pa\  roll  amounting 
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each  week  to  between  $1,200  and  $1,300.  In  this 
way  steady  employment  is  furnished  to  a  large 
number  of  people  and  the  result  is  highly  beneficial 
to  the  city.  Goods  manufactured  here  arc  sold  all 
over  the  United  States,  and  the  company  have 
gained  a  reputation  as  reliable,  honest  and  enter- 
prising business  men.  The  business,  which  is  the 
largest  in  this  part  of  the  country  outside  of  Detroit, 
amounts  tn  about  $500,000  per  year,  and  has  grown 
in  its  present  scope  since  Janaury,  1885. 

Upon  the  inception  of  the  Ann  Arbor  &  l'psilanti 
Motor  Line  of  Railway  duringthe  summer  of  1890, 
our  subject  became  interested  in  the  movementand 
was  Vice-President  at  the  time  the  road  was  built. 
In  order  to  harmonize  the  two  towns.  Mr.  Heal  of 
Ann  Arbor  was  made  President,  while  Mr.  Clover, 
who  owns  the  controlling  interesl  of  the  stock,  is 
the  general  officer  located  in  Ypsilanti.  The  road 
runs  from  the  corner  of  Congress  and  Washington 
Streets,  in  Ypsilanti,  to  the  old  city  limits  of  Ann 
Arbor,  where  it  connects  with  the  electric  railway, 
covering  eight  miles.  Its  large  passenger  traffic 
averages  one  thousand  or  more  each  day,  which 
proves  that  the  load  is  a  great  convenience  to  the 
citizens  of  the  two  towns.  The  company  was  or- 
ganized with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000  and  has 
been  a  source  of  financial  prosperity  to  the  cities  of 
Ann  Arbor  and  Ypsilanti. 

Mr.  Glover  is  President  of  the  Ann  Arbor  Elec- 
tric Hallway  Company,  owning  large  interests  in 
the  stock,  which  will  permanently  harmonize  the 
two  towns.  The  banking  interests  of  Ypsilanti 
also  received  his  cordial  support,  and  lie  is  now 
serving  as  Director  in  the  First  National  and  also 
in  the  Savings  Hank.  During  the  construction  of 
the  waterworks  lie  served  as  Water  Commissioner, 
and,  as  above  stated,  is  the  present  Mayor  of  Ypsi- 
lanti. During  his  absence  in  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington, attending  to  his  sawmill  interests,  he  was 
elected  Mayor.  Had  he  been  at  home  he  would 
have  declined,  as  any  public  Office  is  distasteful  to 
him.  Notwithstanding  his  reluctance  to  accept, 
the  position,  he  serves  the  people  with  efficiency 
and  is  materially  advancing  the  interests  of  his 
adopted  citj 

In  real  estate  Mr.  Glover  is  considerably  inter- 
ested and  owns  and  occupies  a  lovely  home  on  South 


Huron  street  in  this  city.     Besides  this  he  has  lands 

in  Dakota  and  other  places.  His  mill  in  Washing- 
ton is  very  large,  and  is  located  al  Whatcom,  on 
Puget  Sound.  On  the  subject  of  public  health  Mr. 
Glover  is  an  enthusiast  and  has  tor  years  been  par- 
ticularly interested  in  the  sewerage  question.  From 
his  private  purse  he  bad  plans  prepared  for  provid- 
ing the  city  with  sewers,  paying  $500  for  the  same 
and  presenting  them  to  the  city.  A  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  he  is  serving  that  organi- 
zation as  Trustee,  and  is  ever  ready  to  give  of  his 
means  to  benevolent  and  charitable  purposes.  He 
is  sole  owner  ol  the  Washtenaw  Evening  Times,  a. 
daily  paper  published  at  Ann  Arbor  in  the  interest 
of  the  Twill  (  it  ies. 

In  all  his  labors  Mr.  Glover  has  received  the 
assistance  of  his  wife,  a  lady  of  refinement  and 
many  graces  of  character.  Nancy  . I.  Kishlar,  as  she 
was  known  in  maidenhood,  was  born  in  Monroe 
County.  N.  Y..  and  she  is  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Nancy  .1.  (Lowden)  Kishlar.  She  grew  to 
womanhood  under  the  parental  roof  and  was  mar- 
ried in  Rockford,  111.,  in  April.  I860.  Her  union 
with  Mr.  Glover  has  been  Messed  by  the  birth  of 
three  children,  as  follows:  Hal  W..  who  is  engaged 
in  business  as  a  wholesale  druggist  in  Detroit: 
Kate,  wife  of  L.  I..  Brooks  of  Huston:  and  Charles 
W.    who  is  still  at    home. 


ARCUS  T.  WOODRUFF,  publisher  of  the 
ypsilanti  Sentinel,  was  horn   in   5Tpsilanti, 
August   13,    1853,   anil    is   the  son  of   Hon. 
( 'harles  Woodruff,  of  whom  see  a  sketch  on 
another     page    of    this    volume.      The  education  of 

our  subjed  was  received  a i  the  old  Union  Seminary, 

from  which  he    was   graduated  in    1870,   at    tin 

of  seventeen.     Immediately   after  c pleting  his 

schooling     he     entered  the     office     of    the      Sentinel, 

where  hie  continued  as  an  employe  until  lie  reached 
his  majority.  He  was  then  taken  into  partnership, 
the  linn  name  being  (  .  Woodruff  A-  Son.  and  the 
two.  father  and  -on.  worked  together  until  Octo- 
ber I.  1*7'.).  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved. 
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January  I.  1880,  our  subject  established  the  Tpsi- 
lantfan,  which  he  managed  as  editor  and  proprietor 
until  March,  1885,  making  it  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful and  popular  papers  of  the  county.  He 
established  it  as  an  independent  paper,  and  by 
careful  attention  to  the  details  of  business  and  un- 
remitting energy  he  increased  the  circulation  and 
enlarged  the  influence  of  his  journal.  Hepossesses 
those  characteristics  which  invariably  mark  the 
successful  journalist — genial  manners,  tact  and 
energy,  and  during  the  five  years  in  which  he  con- 
tinued at  the  helm  of  the  Tpsilantian  he  gave  it  a 
solid  reputation  which  it  still  retains.  He  finally 
sold  out  tu  Smithe  &  Powers,  and  proceeded  to 
Cadillac  to  purchase  the    Times. 

Aftrr  changing  the  name  of  this  paper  tu  the 
Michigan  Stati  Democrat,  he  edited  and  published 
it  personally  until  August,  1889,  soon  utter  winch 
lie  came  to  this  city.  However,  he  still  owns,  man- 
ages and  publishes  this  journal,  and  under  his  able 
leadership  has  given  it  a  prominent  place  among 
the  Leading  papers  of  the  State.  He  became  inter- 
ested in  the  Sentinel  November  1.  1889,  at  that 
time  entering  the  firm  as  a  member  of  the  Sentinel 
Publishing  Company,  which  iscomposed  of  himself 
and  his  father.  June  1.  1891,  lie  Leased  the  office, 
retaining  his  father  as  editor.  The  Sentinel  is 
the  oldest  paper  iii  the  county,  having  been 
established  here  in  L843.by  Gen.  John  Van  Fossen 
as  the  representative  of  the  Whig  party.  The  year 
alter  it  was  established  it  was  purchased  by  Charles 
Woodruff  and  has  been  owned  and  published  by 
him  for  nearly  a  half-century. 

November  7.  L878,  Mr.  Woodruff  and  Mis*  Eva 
Bowlby  were  united  in  marriage,  the  bride  at 
that  time  residing  in  Ovid,  Clinton  County.  .Mich.. 

where  -he    had    received  a  g I    education    iii    the 

I  Ligh  School.   Under  the  careful  training  of  her  esti- 
mable parents,  Jacob  M.  and  Charlotte  (Halstead) 

Bowlby,  she   was   reared   to  a  noble  womanl I. 

fitted  to  guard    well  the   interests  of  those   nearesl 

to  her.      Her  relineineiit    wins    her  friends  in  every 
social  circle,    and   in     the    Episcopal    Church    which 

-In- and   Mr.  W Iruff  attend    they  are   highly  es- 
teemed.    Tl ul\  -in  row  which  lias  come  to  their 

wedded  life   was  the  death,  in  L 889,  of  their  only- 
child,  a  brigb.1  little  girl  in  the  fourth   year  of  her 


age.  Socially  the  subjeel  of  this  -ketch  is  a  mem- 
ber ol  the  .Masonic  fraternity,  but  the  duties  Of  his 
calling  are  such  as  to  allow  him  little  time  for  out- 
side work. 


y^-i  Ll.IAll  1'..  XKWHALL,  conductor  on  the 
Ypsihmti  branch  of  the  Lake  Shore  4 
Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  was  born  in 
Port   Huron,  Mich.,  September  20,  L 840,  being  the 

son  of  Clarke  W.  Newhall.  a  Yennonter  by  birth, 
who  came  here  when  a  hoy  with  his  father.  Ben- 
jamin, who  had  been  a  Vernioiii  farmer.  The 
grandfather  was  an  early  settler  on  River  St.  Clair 
at  Abgonas,  and  there  he  followed  farming  until 
in  his  later  years  when  he  retired  from  active  life 
and  at  the  age  of  seventy-live  died  at  the  home  of 
hi- -mi  Clarke.  This  is  an  old  Eastern  family  of 
English  descent  and  well-known  in  missionary 
circles  of  the  Baptist   Church. 

Clarke  W.  Newhall  began  the  life  of  a  sailor 
when  a  hoy  of  twelve  years,  rising  from  the  posi- 
tion of  a  cabin  boy  to  that  of  a  captain  by  the 
time  he  had  reached  his  majority.  lie  -ailed  some 
of  the  firsl  vessels  that  were  put  upon  the  lakes  be- 
tween   Buffalo    and     Chicago    and     later    owned 

sch icrs.  the  schooner  ■•Freeman"'  which  was  lost 

in  the  Niagara  River  in  May,  1861,  being  his.  It 
-truck  a  reef  on  a  dark  foggy  night  and  all  on 
board  were  lost  hut  the  father  of  our  subjeel  and 
one  man  at  the  foremast,  and  they  were  picked  up 
in  the  morning  almost  fro/en  to  death.  One  of 
his  older  sons  was  drowned  and  his  body  wenl  over 
the  falls  anil  was  found  two  weeks  later  without 
a  blemish  to  -how-  that  he  had  met  with  an\  acci- 
dent. After  this  -ad  disaster  the  father  retired 
from  the  life  of  a  captain  as  he  had  not  the  Ik  art 
to  go  again   upon   the  water.     He  located  at   Detroit 

and  engaged  in  the  business  of  a  ship  broker  and 
was  harbor  master  for  several  year-,  being  the  firsl 

one  appointed  by  the  Hoard  of  Trade,  and  finally 
died  iii   Ypsihmti  in    1*77  at   the  age  of  sixty-five 

wars.  In  his  political  view-  he  was  an  active 
Democrat. 
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The  mother  of  Mr.  Newhall  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood known  as  Eliza  Burch,  and  she  was  born  in 
Montreal,  Canada.  Her  father.  Elijah  Burch,  was 
horn  in  Vermont  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness in  Montreal,  afterward  locating  at  Port  Huron 
where  he  carried  on  a  hotel,  thus  being  one  of  the 
old  original  hotel  men  of  that  city.  lie  built  tin- 
old  American  House  which  still  stands,  and  he  is 
now  eighty-four  years  of  age.  The  mother  resides 
in  Ypsilanti  on  Washington  Street  with  her  son- 
in-law  ('.  D.  Willcoxson.  Of  her  four  children  three 
grew  to  maturity.  The  eldest,  s.  A.,  was.  as  we 
have  said,  drowned  at  the  ageof  twenty-three  and 
Carrie  F.  is  now  Mrs.  Willcoxson  at  Ypsilanti. 

Mr.  Newhall  was  born  and  educated  in  Port 
Huron,  the  old  American  House  being  his  birth- 
place, and  there  he  attended  the  common  school 
and  afterward  went  to  Detroit  during  the  winters 
to  study.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  sailing 
the  lakes  with  his  father,  beginning  as  a  cabin  boy 
and  became  successively  the  man  at  the  foremast, 
second  mate,  mate,  and  then  master.  Like  his 
father  he  reached  this  point  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one.  his  first  vessel  being  the  "Gulielma,"  belonging 
to  Bars  &  Warner,  of  Detroit,  and  he  later  com- 
manded the  "Marcy  Brown"  for  Ed  Kantel  for 
two  years,  after  which  he  took  charge  of  a  steamer 
for  J.  L.  Hurd  &  Co.,  of  Detroit.  He  was  mastei 
of  a  propeller  for  them  for  two  years  and  then  for 
three  years  was  in  the  barge  business  and  sailed 
with  the  propeller  "Neptune"  towing  other  barges, 
but  in  the  fall  of  1*73  he  left  the  lakes. 

The  eighteen  years  which  Capt.  Newhall  spent 
upon  the  lakes  were  in  every  sense  successful  ones. 
as  he  never  had  a  wreck  and  was  always  able  to 
bring  in  his  cargo  and  crew  in  good  condition. 
He  is  what  may  well  be  called  -an  old  salt."  al- 
though he  never  saw  salt  seas,  for  lie  loves  the 
water  and  is  never  happier  than  when  afloat.  His 
roving  life  unfitted  him  for  settling  into  any  quiel 

:i  vocation,  and  in  1873  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Michigan  Central  Railroad,  becoming  yard  mas- 
ter, and  two  years  later  undertook  the  charge  of  a 
train  between  the  city  and  the  junction.  In  IK7l> 
he  was  transferred  to  the  Chicago  and  Lake  Huron 
Road,  having  his  run  from  Port  Huron  to  Valpar- 
aiso  on    a  freight    train,  and    in    1878    lie  came  to 


Ypsilanti  and  there  took  charge  of  a  passenger 
train  on  the  Detroit.  Hillsdale  A-  Southwestern 
Railroad  running  from  Ypsilanti  to  Bankers.  When 
the  Michigan  Southern  Road  bought  this  branch 
in  1881  this  popular  conductor  went  into  their 
employ.  His  run  is  one  of  sixty-one  miles  and  lie 
doubles  the  trip  e\  ei\    'lay. 

The  marriage  of  (apt.  Newhall  in  1866  united 
him  with  Miss  Fiance-  A.  Rhodes,  a  daughter  of 
Robert  Rhodes,  of  Berlin,  N.  V..  who  fanned  for 
several  years  in  New  York  where  this  daughter  was 
born.  Mr.  Newhall  has  considerable  interest  in 
Detroit  real-estate  and  in  his  political  views  is  con- 
nected with  the  Democratic  party.  He  attends 
and  supports  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  is  con- 
nected with  a  number  of  social  orders  of  Ypsilanti. 
namely  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Excelsior 
Chapter  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  the  I'nion 
Council. 


1111- IP  BACH  is  the  senior  member  of  the 
J  popular  ami  well-known  firm  of  Bach, 
Abel  &  Co.,  dealers  in  dry-goods,  cloaks, 
notions,  etc..  and  located  in  Ann  Arbor. 
Mr.  Bach  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  March  20, 
1820.  lie  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth  of 
twelve  children  born  to  Philip  .1.  and  Barbara 
(Dick)  Bach.  His  parents  emigrated  to  America  in 
1829  and  located  first  at  Easton,  Pa.,  in  Northamp- 
ton County  and  in  a  few  years — in  1835 — they  re- 
moved to  Michigan  which  was  then  a  Territory, 
locating  first  al  Ann  Arbor,  but  shortly  after  re- 
moved to  Freedom  Township,  locating  on  a  farm 
where    they  carried   on  general   farming  in  a  small 

way.     The  father  died  in   1865, the  ther  having 

passed  away  in    1  SI!  I. 

Our  subject,  Philip  Bach,  after  being  reared  on 
the  farm  until  reaching  young  manhood,  settled 
in  Ann  Arbor  and  became  a  clerk  for  the  firm  of 
Brown  <fc  Co.,  merchants,  with  whom  he  remained 
for  twelve  months.  lie  was  afterward  with  I'.. 
Rool  'V  Sons,  and  in  1839  formed  a  partnership 
with     Mr.    Abel,    and    in    1843    in    the    fall    season 


63  I 


PORTRAIT    \NI>  BIOGRAPHICAL    M.P.F.M. 


entered  the  employ  of  C.  B.  Thompson.  This 
partneiship  lasted  from  1843  lo  1853,  al  which 
hitler  date  Mr.  Bach  sold  oul  and  went  into  busi- 
aess  with  Peasor  &  Hewitt.  lie  later  entered  into 
partnership  with  Mr.  Atnl  which  continued  until 
the  death  of  the  latti  r  in  1890,  and  :it  that  time  a 
pari  of  his  interests  were  purchased  by  Zachariah 
It  oath,  when  the  linn  became  thai  of  Bach,  Abel 
A  Co. 

The  linn  carry  a  very  lint-  stock  of  well-selected 
dry-goods,  cloaks  and  notions  and  do  a  g I  busi- 
ness.   Mr.  Bach  was  Inst  married  to  Hannah  Polhe- 

inus  by  wh he  liad  one  child,  now  Mrs.  Hannah 

.1.  Warner,  of  the  city  of  Mexico.  Mr.  Bach  was  a 
second  time  married  in  1855  to  MissNancy  Royce. 
By  her  he  had  four  childi-en,  they  being  James  R., 
Philip  Jr.,  a  merchanl  in  New  Mexico,  Mary  L.,  the 
widow  of  VV'm.  R.  Henderson,  residing  al  borne, 
and  Rudolph  G.,  deceased.  In  is?i;  }lr.  Bach  was 
again  married,  tliis  time  to  \nnie  Botsford,  to 
whom -two  children  have  been  born — Nellie  and 
Waldo  B.  lie  was  elected  Mayor  in  L858  and 
served  one  term.  In  1857  he  was  elected  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  and  served  fur  nearly 
thirty-four  years.  He  is  Vice  President  and  Direc- 
tor of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Ann  Arbor  and 
has  been  connected  with  it  since  its  organization 
having  also  held  the  office  of  President  He  is  al 
presenl  Director  of  the  Detroit  Fire  and  .Marine 
Insurance  Company  and  has  been  so  connected 
since  its  organization  in  1866.  During  the  years 
which  have-passed  and  which  have  demonstrated 
its  success,  it  has  proved  to  be  one  of  the  solid  in- 
stitutions of  the  Stale  of  Michigan. 


' 


,-  ^    \Ml  F.L  W.   BEAKES,  editor  and  prdpric- 

^^      tor  of    the   Ann   Arbor  Af/n.-i.  was    bom    in 

I    ■    1    Burlingham,  Sullivan  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan- 
uary   II.   1861.       lie  i-  a  son  of    1  >r.  I  .i  .hi'. 

M.  Beakes,  now  a  membei  of  the  New  York  Li 
lature  from  Sullivan,  representing  the  Democratic 
party,  and  recognized  as  an  able  physician   of  thai 


section  of  the  state.  During  the  war  he  served  as 
surgeon  in  the  First  New  York  Cavalry,  and  One 
Hundred  and  Thirt  v-lirsl  New  York  Infantry. 
The  ancestors  oi  our  subjecl  settled  in  New-  Jersey 
early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  on  the  grand- 
mother's side.     The  Whitter  family  ca over  in 

the  "Mn\  Sower." 

s.  W.  Beakes  received  his  rudimentary  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county, 

and  for  one  year  attended  the  Walkill  Academy   at 

Middletown.  N.  Y.  In  the  fall  of  1878  he  entered 
the  Literary  Department  of  Michigan  University, 
which  he  attended  for  two  years,  leaving  to  take 
charge  of  a  drug  store  at  Bloomburgh,  N.  Y.  Af- 
ter a  year's  absence,  he  entered  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  Michigan  University,  graduating  in  the 
spring  of  1883.  During  the  last  year  of  bis  law 
course,  he  was  in  the  private  office  of  Judge  Thomas 
M.  Cooley. 

After  graduation  Mr.  Beakes  went  to  Westville, 
Ohio,  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law.  While 
thus  occupied,  he  came  into  possession  of  the  West. 
ville  Review.  His  success  with  that  paper  made 
him  determine  to  follow  the  newspaper  business. 
In  the  fall  of  1884  he  sold  the  Review  and  removed 
to  Adrian,  Mich.,  where  he  purchased  the  Adrian 
Evening  Record,  which  he  conducted  for  two  years. 
In  June,  1886,  he  removed  to  Ann  Arbor.  Here  he 
boughl  the  . [rgus,  and  has  increased  the  circulation 
from  seven  hundred  to  two  thousand.  The  Argua 
is  one  of  the  oldest  papers  in  the  state,  having 
been  started  while  the  stale  was  yet  a  Territory. 
It  has  witnessed  the  growth  of  Ann  Arbor  from 
small  beginnings,  and  is  now  regarded  as  the  new- 
siesl  paper  in  the  county.  It  has  a  strong  hold  on 
the  good  will  of  the  fanners  of  the  county.  In 
politics  the  Argus  is  Democratic,  and  has  done  yeo- 
man service  for  its  part;) . 

Samuel   W.   Beakes  u  a-    ma  rried  .1  illy   7.    lS.sii.    to 

Annie  s.  Beakes,  daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Hiram 
.1.  Beakes,  of  Ann  Arbor.  In  1888  Mr.  Beakes  was 
elected  Mayor  of  Ann  Arbor,  turning  an  opposition 
majority  Of  two  hundred  and  twenty-live  int..  a 
majority  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-three,  lie  was 
re-elected  the  following  year  by  a  large  majority, 
lie  took  a  prominent  pari  in  revising  and  securing 
the  passage  Of  the  present  city  charter,  and  during 
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his  term  many  public   improvements  were  made. 

For  several  years  he  was  Chairman   of  the   l><- 

cratie  City   Committee,  and   was  appointed  Treas- 
urer of  the  city  in  the  spring  of  1891. 


r?AMES  B.  LINDNKY  is  an  intelligent  farmer 
who  keeps  abreast  of  the  times  in  the  im- 
provements and  progress  made  in  his  call- 
ing. Although  a  self-made  man.  he  is  well 
informed  on  the  current  topics  of  the  day  and  con- 
verses with  intelligence  and  judgment  on  leading 
subjects.  Mr.  Lindsey  is  a  native  of  this  county 
and  has  experienced  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life. 
He  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  still  lives,  Oc- 
tober 21.  L834,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  Lindsey. 
who  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  having  conic  to 
America,  while  still  a  young  man.  in  1816.  He  left 
Belfast,  Ireland,  April  1,  1816,  and  landed  in  New 
York,  June  1.  being  two  months  in  crossing 
the  ocean.  Heat  once  began  work  in  the  ship- 
yards of  New  York,  his  special  branch  of  work 
being  whip-sawing. 

Samuel  Lindsey  next  went  to  Long  Island  where 
In1  worked  for  two  years  as  a  gardener,  lie  had 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  Ireland  bill  never 
used  his  knowledge  in  this  country  to  any  extent. 
\ller  leaving  Long  Island  he  went  to  Western 
New  York  in  the  township  of  Groveland,  Living- 
ston County  and  while  there  he  and  a.  brother  pur- 
chased a  one  hundred-acre  farm  and  proceeded  to 
improve  this,  living  upon  it  for  several  years.  In 
1833  our  subject's  father  came  to  Michigan  and 
took  up  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  32, 
Saline  Township.  The  original  [deed,  which  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  family,  was  signed  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  At  the  same  time  he  bough!  eighty  acres 
just  across  the  line  in  Lenawee  County.  Having 
thus  provided  a  home  for  the  future  he  returned 
lo  New    York    to  secure  tor  his    wife  a  young    lad\ 

with  whom  he  had  a  previous  acquaintance. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  before  her  marriage 
Miss  Rachel  Beaty,  like  her  husband,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  and  she  came  to  America  when  quite  young, 


in  the  winter  of  1834.  After  their  marriage  the 
young  couple  a1  once  came  to  their  new  home  in 
Michigan,  where  he  had  Imilt  a  log  cabin  that  was 
lo  serve  as  their  first  home.  Not  a  stick  of  timber 
had  been  cut  for  several  miles  around  at  that  time 
and  no  roads  had  been,  laid  out  with  the  exception 
of  the  Chicago  Turnpike,  which  ran  through  the 
township.  All  kinds  of  wild  name  abounded  and 
were  easily  shot.  The  little  cabin  was  without 
doors  or  windows  for  a  time,  and  the  wolves  com- 
ing close  around  the  house,  whose  only  barricade 
was  a  bed  quilt,  set  up  a  hungry  how]  which  must 
have  been  a  drear)  welcome  for  the  young  bride. 
Our  subject's  father  cleared  and  improved  nearly 
all  his  land  and  was  a  hard  worker.  His  death 
occurred  March  27.  1856,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years.  While  in  his  native  country  an  adherent  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  after  coming  to  this 
country  he  did  not  conned  himself  with  any  re- 
ligious body.  He  was  a  prominent  Mason  in  Ire- 
land but  did  not  continue  his  membership  after 
coining  here.  Our  subject's  mother  died  in  IMSO, 
on  the  12th  of  February,  al  the  age  of  seventy-three 

\  cars. 

•  lames  11.  Lindsey  was  one  of  four  children  born 

to    his    parents.       Three     lived     I aturit\     and 

two  arc  now  living,  oursubject  being  the  eldest  of 
his  family,  lie  was  horn  in  the  log  cabin  Imilt  by 
his    father.       His    educational    advantages     wire 

necessarily  limited,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
mentary branches  was  gained  ill  the  little  log 
schoolhonse  where  the  children  were  seated  upon 
Slab  benches,  w  it  llOllt  desks.  As  soon  as  old  enough 
he  look  part  in  the  farm  work,  learned  to  run  a 
straight  furrow  in  a  plow,  pick  up  brush  and 
burn  and  grub  Out  Stumps.  Lor  eleven  years  he 
worked  on  the  farm  after  hi^  father's  death  and 
did  not  begin  farming  for  himself  until  [868.  Our 
Subject  has  always  lived  on  the  old  homestead. 
His  marriage  took  place  April  :'>,  1884,  his  bride 
being  Miss  Annie  Snauble,  who  was  born  in  Ger- 
many and  was  brought  by  her  parents  to  this 
country  at  the  age  of  four  years.  Lour  children 
have  increased  the  family  circle.  Their  name-  arc 
Samuel  L..  .lame-  L..  Mary  L.  and  Lewis  Karl. 

Politically  our  subject  is  a     Democrat.      His  first 
vote  was  casl  for  .lames  Buchanan,     lie  ha- held 
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various  school  offices  in  the  township  and  lias 
served  upon  the  Grand  Jury.  Mrs.  Lindsey  i>  a 
member  of  the  Baptisl  Church  and  an  active 
worker.  Our  subject  owns  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  acres  of  laud,  which  was  purchased  l>\ 
his  father  from  the  Government  and  since  that 
time  it  has  never  changed  hauds  nor  been  out  of 
the  family,  nor  has  it  ever  been  mortgaged. 
Devoting  himself  to  general  farming,  the  original 
of  our  sketch  makes  a  specialty  of  stock-raising,  of 
which  he  lias  all  kinds.  Mr.  Lindsev  is  eminently 
a  self-made  man.  Naturally  studious  he  has  been 
a  great  reader  and  is  well  informed  on  all  current 
topics.  Our  subject's  father  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  organizing  this  school  district.  The  first 
meeting  was  held  in  1837  and  the  second  was  held 
in  his  loo-  house.  lie  himself  did  the  most  of  tin' 
work  on  the  new  schoolhouse,  finishing  the  inner 
woodwork,  making  the  benches,  desks,  floors,  etc.. 
and  in  fact  doing  all  the  carpenter  work. 


— s— -— ^m- 
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■RAN(  is  (.  MORIARTY.  The  office  of 
j)  tins  gentleman,  which  is  frequented  by  a 
good  class  of  patrons,  is  located  in  the  new 
bank  building  at  the  corner  of  Congress  and  Hu- 
ron Streets.  He  lias  been  in  business  here  for  the 
past  three  years,  and  during  that  time  has  had  a 
Battering  degree  of  success. 

Mr.  Moriarty  was  born  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  V..  June  13,  1862.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Catherine  .Moriarty.  His  father  was  originally  a 
railroad  man.  but  for  the  past  thirty  years  has  de- 
voted himself  to  farming,  and  it  was  to  rural  life 
and  occupations  to  which  our  subject  was  reared. 
Ilia    home    having    heen     ill     Lenawee    Count  v.  this 

state.     His  parents   came  to    Michigan    when    the 
child  was  but  ten  months  old.     They  still   live  on 

the  old   place. 

Vfter  finishing  his  High  School  course  at  Hud- 
son, young  Francis  taught  for  some  time.  He  then 

went    to  Vaca  ville.  (  al..  w  here  he  was  in   I  lie  cniplo\ 

of    K.   VV.  Gibbs,  a   large   fruit    shipper.     On    bis 
return  from  California  be  entered   the  University 


of  Michigan  and  was  graduated  from  the  law  de- 
partment in  1887,  taking  the  degree  of  1. 1..  B.  He 
then  located  for  a  -hort  time  each  at  Adrian.  Ca- 
dillac and  Morenci,  locating  in  Vpsilanti  in  ixss. 
The  following  year  he  was  elected  City  Attorney 
and  filling   that    office  most    satisfactorily    to  the 

people,  lie  was  elected  the  following  Spring  a-  (  it\ 
Clerk  and  Clerk  of  the  Hoard  of  Water  Commis- 
si*  rs,  and  the  Council  being  a   political   tic    last 

spring,  the  Officers  gave  his  place  to  another,  he 
being  a  devoted  Republican. 

Socially  lie  is  President  of  a  local  division  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  and  is  a  member  of 
the  fraternal  Mystic  (  irclc  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
Mr.  Moriarty  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy  Barnes, 
of  Ann  Arbor,  September  17.  1889.  Her  father. 
John,  Barnes,  had  died  gome  years  previously, 
while  her  mother  still  lives  at  Ann  Ardor.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Moriarty  are  the  happy  parents  of  one 
child,  whose  name  is  Francis  Leo.  and  who  was 
horn  June  I'll.  1890.  Our  subject  has  made  a  tine 
reputation  for  himself  in  his  profession  and  also 
does  well  in  his  insurance  business  which  he  con- 
ducts in  connection  with  his  other  work.  He  an- 
ticipates soon  going  West  to  locate  permanently, 
and  mini)  will  regret  tin'  loss  of  so  promising  a 
young  man  to  the  community. 


>ILL1A.M  G.  DIETERLE.     The  large  furni- 
ture and    undertaking    establishment    of 

\V/\y  which  our  subject  is  proprietor,  is  located 
in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  here  may  lie  found 
the  most  skilled  products  from  the  hands  of  the 
best  workmen.  In  spite  of  his  name,  which  pro- 
claims him  to  he  of  Teutonic  origin,  our  subject 
was  born  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  September  23, 
1866.  Mi'  i-  the  second  sou  of  Adam  and  Chris- 
tina (Meier)  Dieterle,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of 

( ierin.'in  \  . 

( )ur  subject 's  parents  came  to  the  I  nited  States 

from    their    native    land     in     IS  111    and     located     at 

Grand  Rapids.     Tin   father  was  a  cooper  by  trade. 
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which  he  followed  as  long'  as  he  was  in  the  above 
named  city.  When  oursubjeci  was  three  years  old 
his  parents  removed  to  Ann  Arbor,  where  the  youth 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  city. 
After  finishing  his  educational  course  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  John  Keck  (V'  Co.,  cabinet-makers,  lie 
remained  with  them  for  two  years,  and  then  re- 
turned to  his  native  place  where  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Burkey  cV  Gay,  manufacturers  of  furni- 
ture, lie  remained  with  them  for  eighteen  months 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  returned  to  Ann 
Arbor,  and  was  again  in  the  employ  of  the  gentle- 
man with  whom  he  learned  his  trade. 

After  remaining  two  years  with  Messrs.  Keck  & 
Co.,  Mr.  Dieterle,  who  had  been  able  to  accumulate 
some  capital  by  his  prudent  ways  and  industry. 
went  to  Manchester.  Washtenaw  County, where  he 
purchased  a  stock  of  furniture  and  embarked  in 
business  on  his  own  account.  After  remaining 
there  for  four  years,  during  which  time  he  pur- 
chased the  outfit,  of  two  other  furniture  establish- 
ments, he  sold  out  his  entire  business  and  went  to 
Detroit,  where  he  again  entered  the  employ  of  his 
old  employer.  Mr.  Keck,  who  had  established  him- 
self at  that  place. 

Our  subject  remained  with  the  linn  in  Detroit 
until  it  closed  its  doors  and  then  returned  to  Ann 
Arbor,  purchasing  the  stock  of  John  Muelig,  and 
continuing  the  business  at  tin-  same  stand  for  live 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  removed 
his  stock  to  his  present  stoic,  which  is  located  at 
No.  37,  S.  Main  Street,.  Here  lie  keeps  a  full  and 
well-selected  stock  of  furniture  of  the  latest  and 
most  artistic  designs.  His  store  room  is  22x120 
feet  in  dimensions,  reaching  from   street  to   alley. 

and  is  three  stories  in  height,  all  of  which  room  he 

uses  to  its  fullest  capacity  in  his  business. 

.Mr.  Dieterle  is  genial  and  popular,  and  his  pat- 
ronage is  among  the  liesl  people  of  this  portion  of 
tin'  country,  lie  was  married  in  Imso  to  Miss 
Christina  Keck,  of  Manchester,  a  niece  of  John 
Keck,  with  whom  he  had  been  so  long  in  business. 
She  was  born  in  Washtenaw  County,  and  her  par- 
ents were,  formerly  from  Germany.  The  home  is 
brightened  by  the  presence  of  two  attractive  chil- 
dren, a  daughter  and  son.  who  arc  named  respec- 
tively Emma  and  William.     While  in  Manchester, 


Mr.  Dieterle  served  one  term  as  Alderman,  and  has 
occupied  the  same  official  position,  representing 
the  First  Ward  in  this  city,  lie  ran  as  a  candidate 
for  County  Clerk  and  was  defeated  by  a  very 
small  majority.  Their  pleasant  residence  is  located 
al  Xo.  38,  Fourth  Avenue,  and  it  is  as  attractive 
in  the  surroundings  as  it  is  neat  and  comfortable 
in  its  interior  arrangements. 


•>»— eWJt  >>  '     l 
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1|£_,  KNRY  PAUL.  Among  the  most  valued 
kl  and  prominent  farmers  of  Pittsfield  Town- 
ship, we  name  with  pleasure  the  successful 
j)j  agriculturist  just  mentioned.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Washtenaw  County,  his  birth  taking  place 
in  Scio  Township.  June  J.  1840.  His  parents  were 
Jacob  and  Mary  (Zender)  Paul,  both  natives  of 
Wurtemberg,  Germany.  His  father  washy  occu- 
pation a  weaver  but  followed  farming  most  of  Ins 
life  coming  to  this  country  in  L828  and  locating 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  where  he  remained   for 

a  period  of  two  years  before  coming  to  the  then 
Territory  of  Michigan.  When  he  came  to  Detroit 
in  1830  he  found  no  means  of  conveyance  in  this 
county  except  -shanks  ponies."  and  he  therefore 
walked  hither  prospecting  and  back  to  Detroit,  fol- 
lowing Indian  trails  through  the  woods,  lie  look 
up  his  place  from  the Governmenl  locating  on  see- 
i  i(  hi  '22.  Scio  Township. 

The  educational  advantages  of  our  subject  were 
exceedingly  limited,  as  his  father  claimed  his  time 
whenever  there  was  work  for  him  to  do  upon  the 
farm  and  he  also  found  it  necessary  to  work  for 
Others  in  order  to  earn  money  to  purchase  his  books. 
Neither  did  he  have  teachers  who  were  sufficiently 
learned  to  leach  such  advanced  si  uilics  as  grammar 
and  geography.  Upon  reaching  his  majority  he 
began  working  for  his  father  lor  wages  and  was 
soon  able  to  buy  the  home  farm  which  he  did  in 
1862.     Here  he  lived  until  1866  when   he  sold  oul 

his  property  and  removed  to  Ann  Arbor,  where  he 
spent  twelve  years  and  was  engaged  in  various 
lines  of  industry,  carrying  on  a  lime  kiln,  selling 
goods  for  merchants  and  assisting  in  building  the 


PORTR  \l  I    AND   BIOGRAPHN  Al.    A.LB1  M. 


factory  of  the  Michigan  Furniture  Company,  of 
which  he  was  then  the  proprietor.  In  1*77  he 
purchased  the  place  where  lie  now  resides  and  ><■- 
in<>\  ed  his  family  onto  it. 

l'hr  marriage  with  our  subject  with  Miss  Cath- 
erine Koch,  of  Lodi  Township,  took  place  May  2'J, 
1862,  and  this  union  lias  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  three  children,  Alfred  G.,  bom  March  24,  1867; 
Emelia,  Augusl  15,  1870,  and  Augustus,  June  7. 
1874.  The  daughter  is  now  married  and  makes 
her  home  in  Ann  Arbor,  and  the  oldesl  son  has 
charge  of  the  farm.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
have  passed  to  the  other  world,  the  mother  dying 
in  1862  Mini  the  father  in  1875.  The  political 
principles  of  our  subject  bring  him  into  alliance 
with  the  Democratic  party  and  he  has  held  the 
office  of  Supervisor  of  his  township,and  for  the 
past  thirteen  years  has  been  the  able  Director  of 
Schools  for  his  district.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
active  and  useful  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church  and  in  every  department  of  life  they  have 
made  themselves  IV It  as  helpers  in  every  good  work. 


•Ms*Ii 
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<>]..  ELMER  W.  BOWEX.  There  is  not  n 
more  truly  popular  citizen  of  Vpsilanti  than 
the  genial  warm-hearted  man  and  honored 
<>1<I  soldier  whose  name  we  now  give,  lie  is  the 
Colonel  in  command  of  the  First  Michigan  State 
troops  and  is  also  the  Mail  Agent  on  the  Wabash 
Railroad  lie tween  Detroil  and  Peru.  Hi-  father, 
Daniel  \\ .  Bowen,  was  born  in  Cheshire,  Mass.,  in 
1810,  and  the  grandfather  I  lenry  was  also  a  native 
of  the  old  l'.a\  State  and  became  an  earlj  settler 
near  Cooperstown,  Otsego  (  ountv.  \.  V..  where  he 
tarried  on  a  farm.  Thefamilj  is  of  Welsh  extrac- 
tion and  ha-  Keen  in  this  country    for  generations. 

The  father  of  dill'  subject  wa-alsoa  New  York 
farmer  who  in  1854  came  to  Michigan  and  located 
near  Adrian,  in  Lenawee  County,  where  he  had 
two  farm-.  Ili-  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  R.  Richardson,  was  born  near <  In  rr\  Valley, 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent.    The\  both  passed  away  while  living  al  Ad- 


rian, the  mother  dying  in  L869  and  the  father 
surviving  until  1877.  All  but  two  of  their  thirteen 

eh  ih  I ren  grew  i a  i  hi  it  \ .  and  many  of  them  have 

established  homes  of  their  own. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  are  as 
follows:     Calvin,    who  resides   in    Cedar    Rapids, 

Iowa;    DelOSS,     of    the    law    and    real-estate    lirm    of 

Bowen  <v  Fininger;  Charles,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Fourth  Michigan  during  the  war  and  is  now  a 
fanner  near  Toledo,  Ohio;  I.ucinda.  Mr-.  R.  (  . 
Carter,  of  Blissfleld,  -Mich.;  Frances,  Mrs.  Reger, 
near  Toledo,  Ohio;  Emma,  who  was  Mrs.  Ingraham 
and  died  in  1888  in  Toledo;  .lane.  Mrs.  Ingraham, 
of  Tecumseh;  David,  who  is  a  music  dealer  and 
live- at  Jackson;  John,  who  died  in  1876,  at  Ypsi- 
lanti;  Horace,  who  carries  on  a  broom  factory  al 
Manchester;  Alta,  who  died  in  1862. 

Elmer  Bowen  had  his  birth  April  8,  1846,  in 
Otsego  County,  X.  Y..  and  was  eight  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  this  State,  lie  remembers  vividlj 

the  journey  by  canal  to  Buffalo,  hv  steamer  aero- 
lite lake  and  on  the  cars  to  Adrian.  Upon  arriving 
here  he  began  assisting  his  father  upon  the  farm 
and  attending  the  district  school  but  early  learned 
the  avocations  of  war.  as  he  enlisted  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  in  December,  1862,  in  Company  B,  Ninth 
Michigan  Cavalry  and  was  mustered  in  at  Cold- 
water. 

During  the  first  year  when  this  regiment  was  in 
the  South  it  w'as  engaged  in  sixty  different  encoun- 
ters and  skirmishes  and  during  the  whole  time  of 
service  look  pari  in  over  one  hundred  engagements. 
Our  young  soldier  saw  the  smoke  of  battle  and 
enc itercd  the  hardships  of  the  march  in  Ken- 
tucky .  Tennessee,  <  ieorgia  and  both  the  (  arolinas. 
He  was  in  theOeorgia  campaign  and  the  March  to 
the  Sea,  and  after  Lee's  surrender  remained  in 
North  Carolina  on  guard  duly  until  July  21.  1865, 
being  mustered  out  at  Lexington,  N.  C,  and 
thence  coming  home.  He  received  his  honorable 
discharge  and  the  balance  <>f  his  pay  August  '.'. 
1865. 

The  last  engagement  in  which   Col.  Bowen  took 

part  was  at  Raleigh,  X.  C the    12th   of    April. 

and  his  hor-e  was  there  shot  from  under  him  fall- 
ing upon  his  right  limb  and  keeping  him  down 
until   the  heat   of  the  engagement    was  over  and 
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this  in  all  probability  saved  his  life.  At  the  time 
he  had  been  senl  Uy  the  Major  <>f  his  regiment  to 
call  in  ;i  company  and  was  out  in  an  open  ■-pari' 
near  which  the  rebels  were  concealed  in  ambush. 
They  took  aimat  him  and  killed  his  horse  and  his 
first  impulse  was  to  gel  away,  bul  as  his  horse  held 
him  down  they  thought  him  dead  and  he  was  not 
further  assailed.  After  they  had  passed  on  he  was 
able  to  get  away  and  he  afterward  met  one  of  these 
rebel  sharpshooters  who  told  him  of  their  mistaken 
idea  in  regard  to  him. 

The  young  man's  promotion  in  the  army  was  along 
the  usual  lines  and  the  direct  result  of  his  devotion 
and  bravery.  lie  was  made  a  Corporal  in  Coving- 
ton. Ky.,  in  L863,  a  Sergeant  in  1864,  First  Ser- 
geant in  1865  and  after  the  Raleigh  light  was  rec- 
ommended to  the  position  of  Second  Lieutenant 
but  the  elose  of  the  war  prevented  further  advance 
m  the  volunteer  service.  Through  all  his  dangers 
his  skin  was  never  broken  by  a  bullet  although 
many  passed  close' to  him. 

The  young  veteran  remained  at  home  until 
1868  when  he  went  to  Detroit  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brooms,  which  industry  he  trans- 
ferred to  Ypsilanti  three  years  later,  and  in  1*77 
started  in  this  line  independently  for  himself,  en- 
tering the  linn  of  C.  M.  Harris  &  Co.,  which  was  a 
vigorous  and  prosperous  company  employing  from 
twenty  to  twenty-live  men.  Here  he  continued  for 
one  year  and  then  for  a  year  was  with  H.  I  >.  Wells 
A-  Co.,  alter  which  he  bought  out  thai  company  and 
managed  the  business  alone  until  his  retirement  in 
1877.  In  1888  he  received  from  Don  AI.  Dickin- 
son, Postmaster-General  of  the  United  States.  an 
appointment  as  mail  agent  to  inn  on  the  fast  mail 
between  Chicago  and  Cleveland  on  the  Lakeshore 
line,  and  afterward  on  thesameline  between  Ypsi- 
lanti and  Hillsdale  and  later  he  was  reappointed 
by  Postmaster-Genera)  Wanamaker,  and  was  after- 
ward placed  on  the  inn  between  Detroit  and  Peru. 


It  was  in  Chicago  in  1*70  that  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nellie  L.  Dawes,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Hiram  Dawes  and  a  native  of  Adrian.  Both 
the  father  and  grandfather.  John  Dawes,  were  early 
settlers  in  Adrian,  and  the  father  was  a  merchant 
both  in  that  city  and  at  Sturgis.  Her  mother 
Mary  Davis  was  horn  in  New  York  and  was  the 
daughter  of  early  settlers  in  this  vicinity.  The 
mother  died  in  Adrian  in  1889,  and  of  her  ten 
children  Mrs.  Boweu  is  the  youngest.  The  chil- 
dren of  our  subject  are  Edith  H., Courtney  M.,  and 
Mabelle  G.  Tin' son  is  an  engineer  in  Tecumseh 
and  to  all  of  the  children  were  given  the  best  pos- 
sible advantages  for  an  education,  and  they  are 
graduates  of  the  Normal  School. 

The  military  service  through  which  our  subject 
passed  in  his  early  days,  gave  him  a  love  for  this 
kind  of  life  and  he  determined  to  enlist  in  the 
Michigan  State  troops  and  in  1872  joined  the  Yp- 
silanti Light  Guards  of  which  he  is  a  charter.mem- 
ber.  His  promotion  in  this  body  is  as  follows: 
Sergeant,  in  1873;  First  Sergeant,  in  1*75;  Second 
Lieutenant,  in  1877;  First  Lieutenant  in  1878; 
Captain,  in  1879;  Major,  in  1883.  with  commission 
from  Gov.  Alger,  and  his  commission  as  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  in  1887.  and  as  Colonel  in  1888  was  given 
him  by  Gov.  Luce.  He  is  the  only  man  in  the  State 
who  has  started  as  a  private  and  worked  up  in  the 
Statt'   troops  to  a   Colonelcy. 

Col.  Bow  en  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  being  Past  Commander  of  Carpenter 
Posl  No.  ISO.  and  his  wife  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  Women's  Relief  Corps  of  the  same  Post.  1 1  is 
political  views  bring  him  into  sympathy  with  the 
Democratic  party.  In  188(i  his  wife  was  Alternate 
at  the  Women's  Relief  Corps  Convention  at  San 
Francisco.  She  was  also  delegate  to  the  National 
Encampment  of  the  Women's  Relief  Corps  at  Bos- 
ion  in    1890. 
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